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Educational attainment is one factor that affects employment

rates among young adults aged 25-34. The employment rate of male and female
25-34 year-olds was generally higher among those individuals with a higher
level of education between 1971-98. In 1998, males and females with a
bachelor's degree or higher were more likely to be employed than their peers
who had lower levels of educational attainment. Between 1971-98, the
employment rate of males aged 25-34 decreased for those who had not finished
high school and for those with a high school diploma or General Educational
Development diploma. The employment rate remained relatively constant for
those with some college and for those with a bachelor's degree or higher.

Between 1971-98,

the employment rate of females aged 25-34 increased across

all education levels. However, the rate of increase for females who did not
complete high school was lower than the increase for females who attained

higher levels of education.

(A chart illustrates employment rate of 25-34

year olds, by sex and educational attainment: March 1971-98. Two graphs show
the employment rate of 25-34 year olds, by sex and educational attainment:

March 1971-98.)

(YLB)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made

from the original document.




Indicator of the Month April 2000
National Center for Education Statistics

ED 439 294

Employment of Young Adults
by Educational Attainment

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Ottice of Educational Research and Improvement
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC)
This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization

riginatin: g it.
a Minor ges have made t
improve reproduction quality.
A i view or opini stated
ument do not nec rily rep
official OERI position cr policy.

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE

(
:




—

A FuiToxt Provided by EAl

ILIM(CLILO N  NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

Employment of young adults,
April 2000 by educational attainment

Many factors affect employment rates among adulfs. Sorme factors influence the willingness of employers to offer
Jobs fo inalviduals with different levels of education at the going wage rate, whereas others influence the willingness
of individuals to take jobs at this wage rate. The percentage of young aaults who are employed is an indication of
both the skill levels required by employers and the aadvantages employment offers to Individuais relative to other
pursuits.

OF THE MONTH

The employment rate of male and female 25- to
34-year-olds was generally higher among those in-
dividuals with a higher level of education between
1971 and 1998. For example, in 1998, males and
females ages 25-34 with a bachelor’s degree or
higher were more likely to be employed than their
peers who had lower levels of educational attain-
ment.

diploma or GED, and remained relatively constant
for those with some college and those with a
bachelor’s degree or higher.

‘Between 1971 and 1998, the employment rate of

females ages 25-34 increased across all education
levels. However, the rate of increase for females
who did not complete high school was lower than

Q "
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the rate of increase for females who attained higher
B Between 1971 and 1998, the employment rate of levels of education.
males ages 25-34 decreased for those who had not

finished high school and those with a high school

Employment rate of 25- to 34-year-olds, by sex and educational attainment: March 1971-98

Male Female

High school Bachelor's High school Bachelor's

Grades diploma Some degree Grades diploma Some degree

March 9-11 or GED college or higher 9-11 or GED college or higher
197 87.9 93.6 89.9 925 354 43. 4.9 56.9
1973 888 93.8 88.5 93.5 38.4 46.5 51.0 62.7
1975 780 88.4 87.7 93.5 354 48.1 53.6 66.3
1977 815 89.5 89.1 93.3 4.0 53.0 58.0 695
1979 80.5 Nn.3 0.9 94.1 43.2 58.0 64.2 740
1981 76.7 86.9 88.5 93.7 427 61.3 67.6 764
1983 69.3 78.6 83.8 NI 371 58.8 68.3 79.2
1985 76.1 86.1 89.7 92.2 40.3 63.9 no 80.6
1987 75.0 86.8 89.0 921 40 65.6 722 814
1989 77.6 87.8 Na 93.7 430 66.9 740 82.1
1990 76.0 88.6 89.7 93.0 4.4 67.5 745 83.2
1991 69.9 84.9 88.6 9.8 423 67.0 73.5 82.6
1992 69.9 84.7 86.7 0.9 4.7 . 65.4 740 825
1993 .o 83.6 87.2 92.3 422 66.0 730 81.6
1994 70.0 85.2 88.0 92.8 40.1 66.2 74.3 81.6
1995 .8 86.6 89.6 92.9 458 67.2 73.0 834
1996 749 86.3 87.6 92.1 455 66.3 764 83.7
1997 730 85.6 0.0 93.0 43. 69.6 753 83.]
1998 78.5 87.0 0.1 94.0 47.3 69.5 76.2 83.8

NOTE: The Cunent Population Survey (CPS) questions used to obtain SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March
educgtional attainment were changed in 1992. The employment rate  Current Population Surveys.

represents the number of employed individuals as a percentage of the

total population.
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Employment rate of 25- to 34-year-olds, by sex
and educational attainment: March 1971-98
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NOTE: The Current Population Survey (CPS) questions used to obtain
educational attainment were changed in 1992. The employment rate
represents the number of employed individuais as a percentage of the
total popuiation.

SOURCE: U.S. Depatment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March Curent
Popuiation Surveys.
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This indicator is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1999. ttisin the
public domain and may be reproduced without permnission. Suggested
citation: U.S. Depariment of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
The Condition of Education 1999, NCES 2000-007, washington, DC: U.S.
Govemment Office. To obtain a copy of the full volume of The Condition
of Education 1999. contact ED Pubs at (877) 433-7827 (e-mail:
edpubs@inet.ed.gov). The full indicator and ail supplemental tables
pertaining to this indicator may be viewed at hitp://nces.ed.gov/ipubsearchy
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