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Tte Texas
Reising Initiati e

A Governor George W. Bush
Public Education Challenge

The Goal of thejleading Initiative:

ALL STU EN S WILL READ ON
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END 0 fk4DE34ND C o TINUE
TO R OfI GRA' E LEV L OR
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Introduction

In January, 1996, Governor George W. Bush announced he
would rally parents, businesses, and communities and direct
state resources toward helping local school districts achieve,
"the clearest and most profound goal I have for Texas: every
child Each and Every Child - must learn to read."

"Reading is to the mind what food is to the body. Nothing is
more basic or more essential. And in this administration
nothing is going to take a higher priority," said Governor Bush.

The Governor has challenged school districts to consider new
ways to structure their class days to emphasize reading and use
the flexibility of the new education code to set up programs such
as skills centers, mini-schools, extended-day reading classes or
one-on-one tutoring.

In order to achieve the goal set forth by the Governor eight key
elements to guide the initiative were identified. Under the
leadership of Commissioner Mike Moses the Texas Education
Agency has responded to the Governor's Challenge by targeting
state and federal funds to programs that teach reading and
other basic skills from kindergarten through fourth grade; by
improving opportunities for teacher training through the
establishment of a center designed to provide teachers with the
skills needed to do a better job of teaching reading; by
developing a diagnostic reading measurement tool to help local
districts identify early reading problems; and by identifying
model school programs and effective reading instruction.

To best serve the needs of Texas public school children parents,
teachers, administrators, business leaders and community
members all need to be involved and do their part to improve the
reading skills of our children.
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Key Elements Established to
Guide the Reading Initiative

* Increase awareness of students' reading skills levels
in Kindergarten through Grade 3.

* Promote reading programs as priority recipients of
Academics 2000 funding.* Ask the legislature to fund statewide intensive reading
programs.

Showcase model reading programs.

* Encourage the Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund
Board to support the goal.

* Encourage the State Board for Educator Certification to
support the goal.

* Motivate school districts to make pro-reading
program decisions.

Stimulate private sector initiatives.
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Increase awareness of students' reading skills
levels in Kindergarten through Grade Three.

Promote the ongoi g2,meas rement of students'
reading skills in kin rgirtenl rough grade three by
making available to OitieifiiiiSt 'cts diagnostic tools
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The Texas 'Mary Readi liveritoiy- available to
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students in ki dergarten:thimigh grad 2.
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Promote reading programs as priority
recipients for Academics 2000 funding.
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Ask the legislature to fund statewide
intensive reading programs.

uest The !MO Te,cas gislature*apir riate
fun to Suppeirt reseatch asedInterisiv 'reading,,,, r,t . ,,,-
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Showcase model reading programs.

Showcase a variety O rams presently being
used in Texas publi :,SChcio which are known to
successfully deve604tUd nts' reading skills,
especially in Kinder di-tehthrg. h Grade 3.
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through Ap 1140099 2
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Encourage the Telecommunications
Infrastructure Fund Board to support the goal.

Encourage the supp rt of tech ology-based reading
programs

hey

\IR(oxide funding to Texf)-131ic school districts o
pro 'de Internet access Liccittu dents and facult he
goals f these grants a knowl ge and
performs e in math',N,s4i ce, Rea g/English
language art nd soci dies thr gh the use of
advanced tec
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Encourage the State Board for Educator
Certification to support the goal.
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Motivate school districts to make
pro-reading program decisions.

Encourage school d itriets t develop innovative
reading programs which meet the needs of their

f 0ourage district psis/ I arents,0 in'tpres
inch uits-.to te,a ThOtline"to sp vide
feedbag about e reading ograms
throughou e State.

Involve nation ly-recognized reading esearchers to
review and pr vide feedback to read g programs
currently be ng used throughoid th state and
identify ele ents rf6,6d, \res arch-based
programs. I volve I ders in ading a oss Texas
to develop cons sus on readin 'nstru ion.
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Stimulate private sector initiatives.

ncourage private oirganizations, such as t
Ba ara Bush Founda o provide grants at
enco ge literacy progra Involve organ' bons,
such a TBEC (Tel sines & ducationti

Coalition), provide on is es such as
graduation an curricul require ents for Texas
public school hildren.

10

13

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



For More Information about the
Texas Reading Initiative call
(800) 819-5713.
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