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INTRODUCTION

This directory, which is presented in five separately published sections, describes almost 1200 discre-
tionary grants and contracts supported by the Research to Practice Division of the Office of Special
Education Programs, which administers the discretionary programs authorized by the 1997
Amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Some of the projects were
funded under the provisions of the orignial IDEA, but for the purposes of this directory, they are
grouped into five sections representing the seven program areas of the newly authorized IDEA, Part D:

1: Research, Innovation and Evaluation (which covers two programs: Research and Innovation
and Studies and Evaluations)

2: Personnel Preparation

3: Technical Assistance, Dissemination, and Parent Information (which covers two programs:
Technical Assistance and Dissemination and Parent Training and Information)

4: Technology and Media Services
5: State Improvement

This section of the directory, "Research, Innovation, and Evaluation," presents projects categorized in
the following two discretionary programs: Research and Innovation to Improve Services and Results
for Children with Disabilities, and Studies and Evaluations. The Research and Innovation program
aims to produce, and advance the use of, knowledge to improve the services provided under IDEA,
including the practices of professionals and others involved in providing services to children with dis-
abilities, and to improve educational results for children with disabilities. The Studies and Evaluations
program is designed to assess the effectiveness of state and local efforts to provide a free appropriate
public education to children with disabilities, and to provide early intervention services to infants and
toddlers with disabilities and infants and toddlers who would be at risk of having substantial develop-
mental delays if early intervention services were not provided to them.

Within this section of the directory, the projects are grouped under the competitions under which they
were funded. Access to the project information is enhanced by several indexes, which include:

* Project Director Index

* Organization Index

* State Index

* Subject Index

vii




Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 1

(84.023C and 84.324C)

Field-Initiated Research Projects

Grant Number: H023C950034

Elementary School and Boys with Fragile X Syndrome
Project Director: Bailey, Don Beginning Date: 9/01/95
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 8/31/00
Frank Porter Graham Child Dev Center CB#8180
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-8180
919-966-4250
Fax Number: 919-966-7532
E-mail: Don_bailey@unc.edu

Purpose: To conduct the elementary school portion of a longitudinal, life-span study of boys with Fragile X syn-
drome.

Method: Project staff are currently conducting the early childhood portion of this study, gathering data on the
early development, temperament, behavior, and patterns of family coping and adaptation of 100 boys. During the
elementary phase, research questions will focus on: (1) developmental, functional, and school achievement
growth patterns; (2) factors that influence development and achievement; (3) the development of social compe-
tence and peer relations; (4) factors influencing social competence and peer relations; (5) the nature and quality
of school experiences provided during the elementary years; (6) the needs and concerns of teachers working
with boys with Fragile X syndrome; (7) effective strategies for enhancing achievement and social competence;
and (8) patterns of family coping and adaptation during the elementary years. To answer these questions, 80
boys and their families will be followed between first and fifth grade. Mixed method designs and hierarchical
linear analyses will be used to chart patterns of growth and change, identify correlates of change, and determine
successful educational and intervention strategies.

Products: Research findings will be submitted to leading journals for peer review and publication, and also pre-
sented at state, regional, and national conferences related to child development, education, and family support.
Specific project publications will include: a manual for parents describing in simple language the early develop-
ment and needs of children with Fragile X syndrome; a guide for teachers and therapists who work with these
children and their families; and a professional guide summarizing findings from the survey of professionals,
which will also describe important factors to consider in working with families.




2 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

Grant Number: H023C950111
Longitudinal Study of Risk and Protective Factors Affecting the Development of

Children Prenatally Exposed to Illicit Drugs and Alcohol
Project Director: Carta, Judith Beginning Date: 7/01/95
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 6/30/00
Institute for Life Span Studies
Juniper Gardens Children’s Project Institute for Life Span Studies
650 Minnesota, Suite 3
Lawrence, KS 66045
913-321-3143
Fax Number: 913-371-8522
E-mail: carta@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Website: www.lsi.ukans.edu/jg/jgcpindx.htm

Purpose: To investigate early elementary school experiences and developmental outcomes of children with doc-
umented exposure to illicit drugs during pregnancy.

Method: Cohorts of both drug-exposed and nonexposed children ages 5-9 years (N=60 children in each cohort)
will be followed during their early schooling. Within each cohort, 40 children will have had prenatal exposure
to illicit drugs and/or alcohol and the remaining 20 will be a comparison group with no documented exposure.
For the first cohort, the proposed work represents a four year extension of a completed two year developmental
study. For the second cohort, this study provides an opportunity to replicate and cross-validate developmental
trajectories and findings from the earlier research with Cohort 1. Since a wide variety of factors have been
found to influence student outcomes and adjustment, measures of prenatal drug exposure, family risk and protec-
tive factors, developmental status, child behavior at home and school, environmental factors, academic achieve-
ment, and social/emotional adjustment will all be used. Individual testing, observations in the classroom and on
the playground, and school archival record searches will be employed to gather data for these measures. Data
analyses will be conducted to: (a) examine differences between groups and (b) explore the variance accounted
for by drug exposure, independently of other variables, in the prediction of later schoo! success and failure.

Products: Results of the first analytical study (of Cohort 1 from ages 3-9) will be incorporated into preservice
training in graduate university coursework. Annual reports will be developed and presentations will be made at
national and regional gatherings of professionals, researchers, and educators, as well as articles submitted to pro-
fessional journals to reach this same audience.
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Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 3

Grant Number.: H023C950150

Life on the Quts - Qualitative Investigation of Resilience
Project Director: Todis, Bonnie Beginning Date: 10/01/95
Western Oregon State College Ending Date: 9/30/00
Teaching Research
99 W 10th Ave., Suite 370
Eugene, OR 97401
541-346-0595
Fax Number: 541-346-0599
E-mail: bonniet@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: To conduct an intensive qualitative investigation of the institution-to-community transition of adoles-
cents with emotional and behavioral disorders who have been incarcerated in the two most secure juvenile cor-
rectional facilities in Oregon.

Method: The proposed research will seek to define the variables and events that differentiate those persons who
leave the facilities and are successful in their transition efforts versus those who are not successful. This process
will contribute to the development and refinement of a grounded theory on resilience and its meaning in the
transition experiences of this population. The project will dovetail with and parallel and quantitative study
already in process in which staff are gathering extensive data on the demographic characteristics and institution-
al and transitional experiences of 400-500 male and female adolescents from these facilities. In Phase | staff
will investigate childhood and adolescent experiences which contribute to resiliency by conducting a life history
study of a sample of successful (employed, in school, no re-arrested) and unsuccessful participants from the
quantitative project who have been out for 1 to 2 years already. Throughout the five project years staff will con-
tinue with longitudinal investigations of their lives in the community, describing and contrasting the characteris-
tics, experiences, and supports of those who do or do not succeed in transitioning into community life. Phase 2
will be a focused exploration of specific factors contributing to resilience, based on interviews with selected
informants. [n Phase 3 staff will conduct systematic member checks to test the validity of theories of resilience
with respondents, interviewees, and knowledgeable others. In Phase 4 staff will prepare the study products for
dissemination. ‘

Products. Planned products include: a holistic model of the construct of resilience, based on the experiences and
perspectives of participants themselves; and a collection of case studies illustrating the model and outlining the
life histories of participants. Extensive efforts will be made to disseminate results and products to other profes-
sionals, sites, parents, and consumer groups both regionally and nationally.

11
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Grant Number: H023C970029
Remediation and Prevention of Aggression in Young Children with

Severe Emotional Disturbance
Project Director: Strain, Phillip S. Beginning Date: 9/01/97
University of Colorado - Denver Ending Date: 8/31/00
1444 Wazee Street Suite 230
Denver, CO 80202
303-620-4494
Fax Number: 303-620-4588
E-mail: phil_strain@ceo.cudenver.edu

Purpose: This two-phase study of remediation and prevention of aggression in young children with severe emo-
tional disturbance will provide a two-generation study of the initial follow-up cohort and their offspring, along
with a replication of the original follow-up work on 100 additional children and families.

Method: The project will recruit a minimum of 80 percent of the original follow-up group and assess various
school and social interaction data on the group. School- and family-related outcomes will be assessed and eco-
logical constructs will be measured to provide a complete picture of the environmental circumstances that oper-
ate to influence the long-term occurrence or nonoccurrence of aggressive behavior. '

Products: The study hopes to identify and determine the early appearing behavioral patterns or family variables
that are associated with the best responses to intervention over the 20-year period under examination.
Considering the data, the project looks for building the most efficacious, long-lasting models of intervention to
reduce the social and personal costs of aggressive behavior and to replicate the results of the model across a
diverse population. It hopes to determine the features of future community, school, and home environments that
predict the best outcomes, indicating a possible need to modify practices for certain groups.

Grant Number: H023C970032
The Forgotten Newborn: Individualized, Family-Focused Development Care for

the Medically Low Risk Preterm Infant :
Project Director: Als, Heideleise Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Children’s Hospital of Boston Ending Date: 9/30/02
300 Longwood Avenue
Boston, MA 02115
617-355-8249
E-mail: als@tch.harvard.edu

Purpose: The project will test an individualized, family-focused, developmental approach to earliest intervention
in terms of its effectiveness for prevention of later disability.

Method: An inner city Boston sample of 40 medically low risk preterm infants with gestational ages of less than
34 weeks will be randomly assigned to a control and an intervention group on admission to the hospital. The
control group will receive standard hospital care but the intervention group will receive developmental interven-
tion consisting of formal behavioral observations from admission to discharge. Prior to discharge, an
Individualized Infant Family Service Plan will be developed supporting the transition from hospital to communi-
ty.

12
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Products: 1t is expected that this study will contribute to the understanding of the neurodevelopment of preterm
children, improve their outcome, and make available a cost-effective earliest intervention approach.

Grant Number: H023C970057
A Nationwide Evaluation of Inclusive Practices and Qutcomes in
Mainstream Residential Camp and Outdoor School Programs

Serving Youth with and without Disabilities

Project Director: Brannon, Steve Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Institute for Career and Leisure Development Ending Date: 8/31/00
4110 Sunburst Court

Alexandria, VA 22303-1147

703-239-1077

Purpose: This project will enable the Institute for Career and Leisure Education to work with the American
Camping Association (ACA) to conduct a nationwide evaluation of inclusive practices in mainstream outdoor
programs with ACA accreditation for children with or without disabilities.

Method: The proposed research aims to investigate the benefits of inclusionary practices with a wide range of
learners, and it intends to study inclusion in organized residential programs that provide living and learning
experiences, which recent research has proven to positively influence the development of children, youth, and
adults with mild to severe disabilities.

Products: The project will create a national network of outdoor school programs that are implementing inclu-
sion. The project should also increase the number and quality of inclusive outdoor residential programs nation-
wide. The study’s combination of quantitative and qualitative data on affect, recreation/living skill level, and
social interactions will provide rich and complementary sources of information about the functional outcomes of
inclusion. Development and validation of the Inclusive Practices Inventory will provide a new model for the
systemic study of inclusion that may have generalizability to other educational and social programs.

Grant Number: H023C970103
Risk and Resilience of Behavior and Adjustment Problems in

Students with and without Disabilities
Project Director: Pearl, Ruth Beginning Date: 9/01/97
University of Illinois - Chicago Ending Date: 8/31/02
College of Education (M/C147)
1040 W. Harrison
Chicago, IL 60607-7133
312-996-4895
Fax Number: 312-996-6400
E-mail: Rpearl@uic.edu

Purpose: This study will generate information to develop assessment and intervention strategies that prevent or
ameliorate adjustment problems during middle childhood and early adolescence.

Method: The study will examine developmental trajectories of students with disabilities and identify factors that
contribute to or buffer against adjustment disorders. It will also identify factors that contribute to subsequent
special education placement or severe adjustment problems for nondisabled students.

ERIC ‘13
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6 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

Products: The study has three expected outcomes: identification of risk profiles, identification of factors that
prevent or ameliorate disorder, and information about how classroom social contexts can be manipulated to pre-
vent or inhibit the development of disorder. Findings will help develop an assessment battery, intervention
strategies to help prevent adjustment disorders, and school violence prevention strategies.

Grant Number: H023C970132
Comprehension and Critical Thinking Instruction for
Students with Learning Disabilities

Project Director: Williams, Joanna P. | Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Columbia University Ending Date: 8/31/00
Teachers College

525 West 120 Street, Box 238
New York, NY 10027-6696
212-678-3832

Fax Number: 212-724-7526
E-mail: jpwi5@columbia.edu

Purpose: This project intends to investigate the ways in which students with learning disabilities, compared to
their nondisabled peers, comprehend and solve problems in content domains that are relevant to the problems
they must solve in their own lives related to school, job, and relationships.

Method: The project will use the findings of studies conducted in the development and evaluation of instruction
found to be effective in promoting critical thinking in these areas. The specific focus of the project is on the
nature of social/personal problems, including constrained problems, in which the information is sufficient to per-
mit a satisfactory solution, and unconstrained problems, where additional information must be introduced and
evaluated before a decision can be made. In addition, several different contexts in which a problem can be pre-
sented will be compared.

Products: An instructional program based on these studies will be developed and evaluated. The program will
teach students to evaluate critically the information to be considered in the formulation of a problem and to use
schemas in formulating and solving the problem.

Grant Number: H023C970134

Longitudinal Educational and Behavioral Outcomes for Students At Risk
Project Director: MacMillan, Donald L. Beginning Date: 9/01/97
University of California - Riverside Ending Date: 8/31/00
School of Education
Riverside, CA 92521-0217
909-787-5200
Fax Number: 909-787-3942
E-mail: MACM@CITRUS.UCR.EDU

Purpose: The project is a follow-up study to determine the extent to which students classified by schools as
learning disabled in early elementary schools are subsequently differentiated as mentally retarded and severely
emotionally disturbed over time.

14



Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 7

Methgd: The project will collect data from students, teachers, and school records to capture experiences during
the intervening years between first referral (grades 2-4) and middle school as well as the level of functioning and
adaptation in the middle school years.

Products: The extant data set supplemented by the data collected in this project will provide a rare longitudinal
examination of the school careers of at-risk children. Data analysis will be used.to examine the extent to which
changes in eligibility status could have been predicted from first referral data and to characterize those students
who shift from learning disabilities to mental retardation and severe emotional disturbance.

Grant Number: H023C970140
Teaming with Technology Research Project

Project Director: Heinlein, Ken B. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Wyoming Ending Date: 9/30/02
WIND/UAP

P.O. Box 4298

Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2766

Fax Number: 307-766-2763

E-mail: Heinlein@uwyo.edu.

Website: wind.uwyo.edu/WIND/prog_act.htm

Purpose. Arena Assessment, a transdisciplinary approach to the assessment of infants and toddlers, brings
together a team to collectively evaluate a child suspected of having a disability. The proposed project intends to
use interactive technology to connect the child with the team in the case of rural locations, where the costs and
logistics of sending a team to the site make that approach ineffective.

Method: The Teaming with Technology Project will compare the quality of reports developed by assessment
teams when the assessments are conducted in person versus those conducted through the use of interactive tech-
nology. The project will evaluate the reports in terms of their value to parents, professionals involved in the
education or family services plans for the child, and those conducting interventions.

Products: The outcomes of the project will be evaluated by specialists in early intervention and by parents. The
project intends to follow the infants and toddlers assessed during the project until those children enter the school
system, thereby measuring the project’s degree of success.

15



8 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

Grant Number: H023C970148
Curriculum-Based Measurement: Alternative Assessment to

Measure English Reading Proficiency of Bilingual Students
Project Director: Bentz, Johnell Beginning Date: 1/01/98
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign Ending Date: 12/31/00
College of Education/Special Ed. Dept.
288 Education, 1310 South 6th St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-0260
Fax Number: 217-333-0555
E-mail: j-bentz@uiuc.edu

Purpose: This project will investigate the reliability and validity of using a technically sound assessment proce-
dure (curriculum-based measurement) with bilingual Hispanic students. The project will also investigate various
means for promoting and enhancing the literacy acquisition of low-performing Hispanic students in elementary
school who are bilingual or in the process of learning English and who have learning disabilities.

Method: Using this methodology to monitor the reading achievement of bilingual students, explicit cognitive
strategy instruction will be delivered and evaluated for its effectiveness in assisting these students to learn
English. The approach is characterized by frequent and direct assessment in the student’s own curriculum. In
addition to studying the assessment methodology, the research will also systematically investigate various means
for promoting and enhancing the literacy acquisition of low-performing bilingual or English-learning Hispanic
students in elementary school who also have disabilities.

Products: The project will provide strategies for bilingual educators and bilingual special educators to monitor
their students’ English reading acquisition.

Grant Number: H023C970161
The Socialization of Beginning Special Education Teachers:

An Investigation of their Problems of Practice and the Influence of Context
Project Director: Griffin, Cynthia Beginning Date: 9/01/97
University of Florida Ending Date: 8/31/00
Dept. of Special Education, G-315 Norman Hall
Gainesville, FL 32611-7050
352-392-0701
Fax Number: 352-392-2655
E-mail: ccgriffin@coe.ufl.edu; kkilgore@coe.ufl.edu

Purpose: This project is an investigation of the socialization of beginning special education teachers in the
workplace. The project will pose the following research questions: what are beginning special educators’ prob-
lems of practice?, and what contextual factors facilitate their efforts to solve those problems?.

Method: Qualitative and quantitative research methods will be used to answer these questions. Ethnographic
interviews of beginning special educators will determine what they feel are the most difficult problems of prac-
tice. Contextual variables that affect their ability to solve problems will be identified and detailed. Interviews
with other persons in the teachers’ environment will help identify whom they feel is influential in helping to

16
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solve their problems. A survey will reveal the generalizability of the problems, and contextual issues and analy-
ses will show the relationship of the problems of practice to contextual variables.

Products: Findings should be useful to both researchers and practitioners. Such strategies may have an impact

on the effectiveness of special education teachers. The project should inform teacher educators as they reform

teacher education and policy makers as they develop induction programs for beginning special education teach-
ers.

Grant Number: H023C970183

Vocabulary Acquisition of Young Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children
Project Director. Lederberg, Amy Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Georgia State University Ending Date: 12/30/00
Department of Educational Psychology & Special Education
Atlanta, GA 30303
404-651-0115
Fax Number: 404-651-4901
E-mail: alederberg@gsu.edu

Purpose: This project is designed to provide information about two aspects of early vocabulary development:
deaf or hard-of-hearing children’s ability to learn new words quickly, and their use of word learning strategies
which will be tested in novel word learning tasks. Acquisition of these word learning processes will be com-
pared with vocabulary size and the rate at which children use new words. The project will also determine

whether an easily obtained parent-report instrument is useful in assessing these children’s vocabulary growth.

Method: Forty deaf or hard-of-hearing children and forty hearing children will participate in a cross-sectional
study to compare the children’s word learning abilities to their vocabulary knowledge. Children will be fol-
lowed longitudinally to determine the relations between onset of these abilities and the rate of acquisition and
vocabulary size. Performance on language assessment instruments in the cross-sectional and longitudinal stud-
ies will be used to validate the parent-report instrument.

Products: Results of this study will provide information that can be used to design more effective interventions
for facilitating word learning, and provide professionals with better tools for assessing early vocabulary develop-
ment.

Grant Number: H023C970195
Alternative Mathematics Assessment for Students with Mild Disabilities
Project Director: Parmar, Rene S. Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Saint John’s University Ending Date: 8/31/00
8000 Utopia Parkway
Jamaica, NY 11439
718-990-6161

Purpose: This project is a three-year program of research on the validity and reliability of alternative assessment
in mathematics in relation to teaching practices. The target group will be students with mild learning disabili-
ties, developmental delays, and behavior disorders.
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Method: Students with mild disabilities in grades kindergarten through eight will be the primary participants.
Comparisons will be made across groups of students, teachers, topics, and levels of complexity of assessment
tasks. Statistical analyses and analyses based on ethnographic techniques will be conducted on the project data.

Products: Research findings will be disseminated locally through schools and districts and nationally through
conferences and professional meetings. A compilation of alternative assessment activities (in the form of a man-
ual) based on empirical research, along with scoring schemes and interpretation guidelines, will be made avail-
able to the professional community.

Grant Number: H023C970230
Upgrading Preparatory Work to Augment Reading Development:

UPWARD for Students with Disabilities

Project Director: Fuchs, Douglas; Fuchs, Lynn Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 8/31/00
Peabody College Kirkland Hall, Room 512

Nashville, TN 37240

615-343-4782

Fax Number: 615-343-1570

E-mail: lynn.fuchs@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: The project, Upgrading Preparatory Work to Augment Reading Development (UPWARD) for Students
with Disabilities, is to develop an effective and efficient multi-faceted program for providing students with dis-
abilities intensive phonological awareness and other early literacy instruction within general kindergarten class-
rooms.

Method: In the first year, a large experimental study will investigate the effects of a highly structured, classwide
cross-age tutoring program in which second graders tutor kindergartners three times weekly. Researchers will
examine the effects of phonological awareness on the kindergarten children. These children will be followed
through first and second grades to examine their reading development and that of the tutors. In the second year,
the project will study the effects of the parent program developed during the first year on. phonological aware-
ness and other emergent literacy skills of the children. In the third year, a study will investigate how the class-
wide cross-age tutoring and parent programs operate separately and together to enhance learning for children
with disabilities.

Products: UPWARD will help validate classwide cross-age tutoring procedures and parent programs for deliver-
ing phonological awareness and other emergent literacy skills instruction in the context of general kindergarten
classrooms to enhance the reading development of students with disabilities. Research reports and training man-
uals will disseminate the research findings and broaden the project’s impact.
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Grant Number: H324C980032

Project SEARCH: Special Education as Requirements in Charter Schools
Project Director: Ahearn, Eileen ' Beginning Date: 4/01/98
National Association of State Directors of Special Education, Inc. Ending Date: 3/31/01
1800 Diagonal Road, Suite 320
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-519-3800
Fax Number: 703-519-3808
E-mail: EAHEARN@NASDSE.ORG
Website: www.NASDSE.ORG

Purpose: Project SEARCH (Special Education as Requirements in Charter Schools) is a qualitative research
study designed to respond to the need for clarifying information about the implementation of special education
in the nation’s charter schools.

Method: A qualitative research design has been selected based on the research team’s experience studying the
charter school movement and its relationship to special education. Two major types of data gathering strategies
will be used: structured phone interviews and site visits. A sample will be drawn from each of the 15 states in
which charter schools have been in operation for at least one year. Instruments will be developed using informa-
tion from prior studies by Project SEARCH researchers, combined with the preliminary results of the National
Study on Charter Schools and other federally funded research.

Products: A set of policy recommendations will be developed and presented for review and validation at a meet-
ing of federal, state, and district level general and special educators, parents, and representatives of charter
schools. The recommendations will be disseminated through the Association’s extensive network of organiza-
tions and individuals.

Grant Number: H324C980034

Identifying and Predicting Successful Qutcomes of Interagency Coordination
Project Director: Harbin, Gloria L. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/01
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center
137 E. Franklin Street, Nations Bank Plaza, Suite 300
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919-962-7369
Fax Number: 919-962-7328
E-mail: gloria_harbin@unc.edu

Purpose: This study will identify and predict the outcomes of interagency coordination of services for families
with children with disabilities ages birth to five. The study will seek to identify ‘and validate the particular out-
comes for effective interagency coordination and collaboration, the factors that influence interagency coordina-
tion at the community level, the scope of interagency decision-making at the community level, and the specific
factors that predict particular outcomes of interagency coordination.

Method: The research strategy will use a single state to hold state policy constant and will collect data describ-
ing the functioning levels of local interagency coordinating councils, barriers and facilitators to coordination,
and similarities and differences in agencies’ organizational structure and personal relationships. In order to
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implement a multi-leveled approach to the identification of outcome variables, investigators will use focus
groups representing various populations and professional groups.

Products: The results of this study will yield information to help decision makers at the community, state, and
federal levels. By disseminating this study’s findings to diverse audiences, the information will enable the cre-
ation of more effective policies and the use of strategies at all levels which will enable better cooperation and
delivery of services.

Grant Number: H324C980039
Prereferral Assessment and Tutorial Intervention for

Students with Reading Disabilities
Project Director: Vadasy, Patricia F. Beginning Date: 8/01/98
Washington Research I[nstitute Ending Date: 7/31/03
150 Nickerson Street, Suite 305
Seattle, WA 98109
206-285-9317

Purpose: This project will apply research on phonological skills in a specialized prereferral and intervention
package by investigating the validity of prereferral assessment procedures and the effectiveness of intervention
delivered by nonprofessional tutors for primary-aged students with possible learning disabilities. The research
objectives are to develop and test a prereferral process to identify students with special problems in beginning
reading and investigate an individual tutoring treatment for students who have been identified with beginning
reading problems.

Method: A 5-year longitudinal design with repeated measurement of multiple cohorts will be used. The study
will examine the nature of an “extraordinary” treatment, such as providing individual tutoring early to enable
students to catch up with their peers, and the feasibility of its implementation in typical urban school settings.
The study will examine a remedial program, Sound Partners, to extend phonological awareness instruction to
first and second grade students. Program variables to be studied include the intensity, timing, and components
of instruction. A total of 170 students will receive the intervention. All students will be drawn from elementary
schools in the Seattle School District from neighborhoods with high enrollments of low-income and minority
students.

Products: Products of the project will be a prereferral screening and assessment procedure to predict reading dis-
abilities in primary-age students; a first- and second-grade tutorial reading intervention, including versions for
use by peer tutors; and journal articles and presentations on project findings.
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Grant Number: H324C980058

Social Competence in Early Childhood: Effects of a Specific Curriculum Focus
Project Director: Bruder, Mary Beth Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Connecticut Ending Date: 9/30/01
Health Center
School of Medicine, Pediatrics
263 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT 06030
860-679-4632

Purpose: This field-initiated research project will examine the effectiveness of a social competence curriculum
on the behavioral outcomes of young children (24-48 months) with disabilities and their families in Connecticut.

Method: The curriculum will be based on a model of social competence proposed by Guralnick (1992). Fifty
children will be enrolled in the study, 25 being randomly assigned to the curriculum group. The children will
receive intervention in natural group environments in the community (e.g., day care). These settings are current-
ly being used in Connecticut as sites in which to deliver early intervention and preschool special education. The
group of 25 children who will not receive the curriculum will receive intervention according to their IFSP or
IEP. In contrast, the curriculum group will have their IFSP/IEP objectives and services embedded in a social
competence curriculum. Evaluation of outcomes will occur every six months, from the time children enter the
study at 24 months to when they exit at 48 months. Outcome measures will focus on indices of child status,
family status, and service characteristics. Child indices will include developmental and behavioral measures,
including social competency measures. Family indices will include social support measures and community
resources measures. Service characteristics will include descriptions of the intervention settings, staffing qualifi-
cations and patterns, service type and intensity (e.g., therapies) and involvement and integration of health and
social services.

Products: The project will result in a better understanding of the effectiveness of a social competence curriculum
on the behavioral outcomes of young children with disabilities.

Grant Number: H324C980061
Teacher Learning Cohorts: Moving Teachers Towards Inclusion

Project Director: Sindelar, Paul T. : Beginning Date: 9/01/98
University of Florida Ending Date: 8/31/01
G-315 NRN

Gainesville, FL 32611-7050
352-392-0701

Fax Number: 352-392-2655
E-mail: pts@coe.ufl.edu

Purpose: To remedy the problems associated with teachers’ insufficient opportunities to work collaboratively
and grow professionally, this project will work with urban schools to develop Teacher Learning Cohorts (TLCs).
This project represents an effort to reach other urban schools in Jacksonville and other areas to advance the
inclusion agenda in Florida.

Method: The project will solicit four schools to participate in the Teacher Learning Cohort intervention. During
the first year of the project, two groups of TLCs will be developed in each of two urban schools chosen by
Duval County; two additional schools will act as control schools. Midway through the second year, two addi-
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14 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

tional schools will be involved in the TLC treatment. Case studies and quantitative research will be constructed
through surveys, interviews, classroom observations, achievement testing, and participant observation.

Products: This project will provide a model for collaborative professional development that: fosters and
improves the knowledge and practice of participating teachers; enhances the education of students with disabili-
ties by reducing referral rates to special education; increases classroom teachers’ abilities to educate students
with disabilities effectively in their own classrooms; provides documentation for other professionals about team
building and other professional development skills; and provides documentation of how teacher educators can
work effectively with urban schools to improve instructional practices.

Grant Number: H324C980075
A Longitudinal Study of the Policy Outcomes Associated with

State Legislation for Reforming Special and General Education
Project Director: Hasazi, Susan Brody Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Vermont Ending Date: 9/30/02
Department of Education
340 Waterman Building
Burlington, VT 05405
802-656-1354
Fax Number: 804-656-1357
E-mail: shasazi@zoo.uvm.edu

Purpose: This four-year longitudinal study will explore the degree and manner in which outcomes associated
with the initial implementation and intent of Vermont’s Act 230 — under which state schools were to establish
comprehensive systems of educational services to increase the capacity of general education to meet the diverse
needs of students with and without disabilities and to stabilize state-funded special education expenditures —
have been adapted and sustained over time, and to identify factors which appear to promote or inhibit the sus-
tainability of these outcomes at both individual and systemic levels.

Method: This current study follows up on a statewide evaluation that examined outcomes associated with the
initial implementation of Act 230. It will use a multifaceted research design incorporating qualitative and quan-
titative data collection and analysis procedures. Five substudies will examine different aspects of the longitudi-
nal implementation of Act 230 and will enable the study’s overall purpose and research questions to be
addressed.

Products: Preliminary analyses of the data will be shared with teacher collaborators, study participants, and
other stakeholders through focus group meetings and state level policy forums. The final year of the project will
be devoted to preparing final reports of all findings and disseminating these to policy makers, educators,
researchers, and family members in Vermont and throughout the nation.
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Grant Number: H324C980080
The Impact of Setting Events on Aggressive Behavior and Social Interactions of
Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders and Their Teachers:
Development and Evaluation of Setting Events Assessment Procedures

Project Director: Shores, Richard Beginning Date. 4/01/98
- University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 3/31/01

Institute for Life Span Studies Center for Research, Inc. '

1052 Dole i

Lawrence, KS 66045
316-421-6550
Fax Number: 316-421-6550

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to investigate the impact of home, school, and personal setting events on
the classroom behavior of students with emotional and behavioral disorders who also have a history of aggres-
sive behavior.

Method: The project will develop and validate procedures to assess setting events. Development activities will
include creating a panel of experts and consumers who will aid in producing a questionnaire to assess interper-
sonal states and environmental states that may be temporally distant from the students’ aggressive behavior.
Development and reliability testing of the procedures will be completed by the second year and from that time
validity studies will be conducted to assess the predictability of the procedures in identifying setting events that
influence the students’ aggressive behavior and social interactions in the classroom.

Grant Number: H324C980087
Team Member’s Sense of Self-Efficacy and Inclusion of

Students with Augmentative Communicative Needs
Project Director: Hunt, Pam Beginning Date: 10/01/98
San Francisco State University ~ Ending Date: 9/30/01
Department of Special Education-
1600 Holloway Avenue '
San Francisco, CA 94132
415-338-7848
Fax Number: 415-338-2845
E-mail: hunt@sfsu.edu

Purpose: This 3-year research effort will evaluate the effectiveness of a multi-component intervention package
to increase team members’ sense of self-efficacy, with an expected collateral increase in the social and academic
participation levels of students with severe disabilities who use augmentative and alternative communication
systems (AAC).

Method: The project will employ a variety of research methodologies. During the first year, three focus groups
will provide qualitative data on perceptions of factors affecting the inclusion of students with severe disabilities
and AAC needs. A survey instrument will be developed and field-tested to form a reliable and valid self-effica-
cy instrument. During the second year, four inclusion teams representing the demographic diversity of
California will participate in a multiple baseline time series study to evaluate a three-component intervention

. package designed to provide knowledge and experience in the development of AAC systems and in strategies to
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16 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

promote interactive exchanges and active participation of the AAC user, resulting in a participation plan for each
focus student. The third year will see outreach efforts made to eight additional sites.

Products: Anticipated direct and collateral outcomes of the project include increased inclusion team member
sense of self-efficacy, increased social and academic participation of the focus students in the general education
classroom, and participant satisfaction with the process and the results. The project will also result in an instru-
ment to measure team members’ sense of efficacy. This project will thus provide a sound empirical base for
understanding how to achieve full inclusion of AAC users in the regular classroom.

Grant Number: H324C980092
Neuropsychological Development of School-Age Children

Prenatally Exposed to Cocaine
Project Director: Marques, Paul Beginning Date: 7/01/98
National Public Services Research Institute Ending Date: 6/30/02
8201 Corporate Drive, Suite 220
Landover, MD 20785
301-731-9891
Fax Number: 301-731-6649
E-mail: marques@pire.org
Website: www.pire.org

Purpose: This project will determine the extent to which known levels of late trimester cocaine-exposure con-
tribute to the developmental status of nine-year-old children. A longitudinal follow-up on children with known
exposure levels will be examined relative to a group of children who were not exposed to cocaine and who are
matched on gender, and age of mother. The developmental status and school behavior of the children will be
studied in conjunction with environmental variables thought to be important factors in both early birth and later
developmental outcomes to assess the importance of cocaine-exposure as one of the determinants of develop-
mental status.

Method: Multivariate analyses will be conducted to estimate the relative risk of the two groups for both unique
and combined developmental delays, to identify maternal and enviromental covariates which may explain vari-
ance in the higher risk cohort, to evaluate teacher reports on child behavior at the age of nine, and to determine
through multivariate procedures the strongest predictors of these outcomes.

Products: The project will determine and describe the developmental status of two groups of nine-year-old chil-
dren (low-cocaine-exposed and low-non-illicit-drug-exposed) in the areas of intelligence, academic achievement,
language, attention, behavior, fine motor functioning, and physical development. A model will be developed to
identify antecedent factors and latent variables which account for developmental status and school performance.
The mode! will include multiple predictors such as exposure to drugs and family factors.
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Grant Number: H324C980108
Communicative Development in Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Hearing
Spanish-Speaking Children
Project Director: Yoshinaga-Itano, Christine Beginning Date: 6/01/98
University of Colorado - Boulder Ending Date: 5/31/01
Department of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences ‘
Campus Box 409
Boulder, CO 80309-0409
303-492-3050
Fax Number: 303-492-3274
E-mail: Christie.Yoshi@colorado.edu

Purpose: This research has been designed to extend the study of linguistic, cognitive, and social development
established for the English-speaking population of deaf and hard-of-hearing children in Colorado to include the
Spanish-speaking population of children with similar disabilities.

Method: The study will include instruments with established high measurement qualities, including instruments
translated into Spanish and modified for use in a previously funded project with the Spanish-speaking children
from 9 to 33 months. Further modification will allow for extension of measure to ages 34 months through 6
years.

Products: In order to assess the efficacy of intervention and to develop predictors, five studies will be complet-
ed. The first study will provide measurement documentation and evaluate relationships for normal hearing
Spanish-speaking children (ages 36-72 months) with reference to linguistic and cognitive development. The
second study will compare measures for 20 Spanish-speaking deaf or hard-of-hearing children with norms from

.the first study. The third study will include comparisons of the measure from Study II to peers from English-
speaking homes. A fourth study will compare the total Colorado sample of Hispanic deaf or hard-of-hearing
children from English-speaking homes to peers who are non-Hispanic. The last study will develop models pre-
dicting outcomes based on longitudinal samples for both Spanish-speaking and English-speaking Hispanic popu-
lations.

Grant Number: H324C980115
Resilience in Students with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI):

A Longitudinal Investigation
Project Director: Todis, Bonnie Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Western Oregon University - Eugene Ending Date: 9/30/03
Teaching Research
99 W 10th Ave., Suite 370
Eugene, OR 97401
541-346-0595
Fax Number: 541-346-0599
E-mail: bonniet@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: This project will track post-secondary outcomes for students with traumatic brain injury (TBI) and will
identify factors that contribute to resilience in these individuals. Project results will allow educators and com-
munity service providers to concentrate resources on those interventions that promote successful adult adjust-
ment.

Q
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Method: The project will employ quantitative and qualitative research methodologies. A subject sample of 120
secondary students with TBI will be chosen, representing characteristics that are crucial to the investigation of
resilience in this population. Data gathered from the measures during the project will be summarized and com-
parisons of transition outcomes will be conducted. To gain a greater understanding of the interaction of factors
on resilience in individuals with TBI and to document the effect of special education interventions, qualitative
data will also be collected on what specific factors appear to contribute to or impede resilience.

Products. The detailed, longitudinal information about outcomes for students with TBI will be useful to educa-
tors, community service providers, employers, and medical personnel throughout the country. Educators, stu-
dents with TBI and their families will benefit from information about the type of school-based services that are
beneficial to students with TBI when they reach adulthood. The qualitative component of the project will yield
information about specific features of these services and details of their implementation that enhance their effec-
tiveness.

Grant Number: H324C980118

Preventing Reading Failure in At-Risk Kindergarten Children
Project Director: McKinney, James D.; Schumm, Jeanne - Beginning Date: 8/15/98
University of Miami Ending Date: 8/14/02
Dept. Educ & Psych Studies
Coral Gables, FL 33124
305-284-5388
Fax Number: 305-284-3003
E-mail: ymckinney@umiami.ir.miami.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to prevent the development of reading disability and related problems in
at-risk, disadvantaged minority student, preventing their placement in special education. The project will partner
with two elementary schools, one predominantly serving Hispanic children, and the other African-American
children. Kindergarten teachers in these schools will work with project staff to implement a research-based
phonological awareness program in their classrooms.

Method: Participating kindergarten teachers will be taught the research-based intervention and will design their
own lesson plans based on the intervention manual but tailored to their own needs and situations. Kindergarten
children will be screened to assess their risk for reading failure and then randomly assigned to experimental and
treated control groups, and the teacher will implement the intervention. The two groups of children will be
assessed with multiple measures in kindergarten, first, and second grades.

Products: Expected outcomes and products will include direct benefits for 160 disadvantaged minority children
with regard to reading mastery, possibly more if the intervention is sustained over time, and participating kinder-
garten teachers will gain enhanced knowledge and skills. “Teacher evaluated” lesson plans will be published, as
will an accompanying teacher manual related to the intervention.
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Grant Number: H324C980133
Maximizing School Adjustment for Students with

/- Learning Problems Making the Transition into Middle School
Project Director: Wenz-Gross, Melodie Beginning Date: 9/01/98
University of Massachusetts - Boston Ending Date: 8/31/01

Center for Social Development and Education

100 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

617-287-7250

Fax Number: 617-287-7249

E-mail: WENZ-GROSS@UMBSKY.CC.UMB.EDU

Purpose: This project addresses a major priority of IDEA—to develop innovative approaches and strategies that
enable children with disabilities to make effective transitions between educational settings and improve educa-
tional and transitional results for students with disabilities at all levels. It will follow and intervene with approx-
imately 350 fifth-grade students with learning problems and their general education classmates as they move
into middle school.

Method: The research design includes two waves of fifth-grade cohorts, plus a baseline control group of sixth
graders and seventh graders drawn from six participating middle schools prior to any interventions. Students
will be involved in one of three intervention conditions (randomly assigned to individual student-focused inter-
ventions, school-wide interventions, or both) that start in fifth grade and continue into sixth grade. First wave
cohorts will be assessed for short-term (end of sixth grade) and sustained (end of seventh grade) effectiveness of
the three intervention conditions. Second wave cohorts, drawn from the classes a year behind the first wave
cohorts, will be involved in interventions that are implemented by the schools themselves, providing information
regarding the ease with which the interventions may be implemented and sustained by the schools alone.

Products: The project will help provide answers regarding the effectiveness of the intervention components on
the stress, social support, and school adjustment of students with learning problems and without. It will provide
information about the sustainability of the school changes that are brought about by the intervention component
and the overall role that teachers and parents can play in enhancing the potential for better school adjustment.

Grant Number: H324C980137
Project ANSER: Addressing the Needs and Supports of

Educational Reform for Students with Disabilities
Project Director: Yell, Mitchell Beginning Date: 8/21/98
University of South Carolina Ending Date: 8/20/01
235-G Wardlaw
Columbia, SC 29208
803-777-5279
Fax Number: 803-777-2824
E-mail: myell@sc.edu

Purpose: This project, a cooperative effort among several universities, will systematically investigate reform in
the public schools, specifically focusing on how reform efforts affect students with disabilities.
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Method.: The first stage of the project will identify characteristics, barriers, practices, and human and material
resources necessary for effective school reform. Stage two will focus on the effects of reform on school and
classroom climate, including effects on teacher and administrator attitudes, instruction, student behavior, and stu-
dent achievement in general and special education.

Products: In stage three of the project, empirically derived modules will be developed for training administrators
about creating and implementing school reform.

Grant Number: H324C980138
In-Reach: An Investigation of a Collaborative Transition Model from

NICU to Early Intervention
Project Director: Boyce, Glenna C. Beginning Date: 7/01/98
Utah State University Ending Date: 6/30/01
Early Intervention Research Institute
6580 University Blvd.
Logan, UT 84322-6580
435-797-1179
Fax Number: 435-797-2019
E-mail: glenna@cpd2.usu.edu
Website: www.cpd.usu.edu/divisions/EIRI/RIRI.htm

Purpose: This project will create a clearer understanding of how Part C eligibility requirements are used in the
decision making process to determine placement of Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) graduates; provide a
seamless, family-friendly transition model from NICU to home and Part C services; and provide an intervention
model designed to support mutual competence between parent and child, to enhance parent-child relationships,
and to build parent self-confidence in understanding the needs of the child.

Method: A quasi-experimental research design will use both quantitative and qualitative methodologies (mixed-
methods design) to examine the processes and outcomes of the investigation of between-group differences
across three cohorts of subjects. The project will incorporate participatory action research methodology. An
advisory consortium, including hospital staff involved with NICU activities, parents, representatives from the
state and local Part C agencies, and Early Intervention Research Institute staff, will be involved in all phases of
planning, implementing, and disseminating project activities.

Products: The products will include end-of-year reports, summaries of intervention and training evaluations, dis-
semination of findings via conferénce presentations/manuscripts, training materials, manuals, and videos for
general replication of the model by early intervention programs.
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Grant Number: H324C980156
Project Optimize: Optimizing and Sustaining Early Reading and Vocabulary
Growth for Students with Developmental Delay or At Risk of Reading Disability

Project Director: Simmons, Deborah Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Oregon Ending Date: 9/30/03
IDEA, College of Education

1211 University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403-1211

541-346-3486

Fax Number: 541-346-3581

E-mail: dsimmons@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: Project Optimize is a five-year longitudinal program of research to investigate and validate: 1) the
components of intervention necessary to optimize literacy trajectories of children who have language/reading
disabilities or are at risk of reading delay due to word recognition and word meaning difficulties; 2) the intensity
of intervention necessary for students to achieve satisfactory trajectories and to sustain them over time; and 3)
the effects of early reading/vocabulary intervention on immediate and long-term reading achievement and spe-
cial education needs.

Method: Three research methodologies Will be employed: experimental group research to investigate inter-indi-
vidual differences; descriptive research to examine intra-individual growth curves and response to instruction;
and case-study methods to provide in-depth understanding of students with reading disabilities. A total of 120
students from 6 schools will participate in a series of 12 studies over the 5-year period. Measures from four
constructs (prereading, vocabulary, word recognition/decoding, and comprehension) will be collected formative-
ly and analyzed through multivariate analyses of variance and individual growth curve analyses.

Products: Products will include research reports documenting the effectiveness of individual and combined liter-
acy and vocabulary components for students with literacy deficit or delay; reports documenting early reading
and vocabulary trajectories of students with disabilities or at risk for reading failure; and curricular materials and
manuals delineating effective instructional intervention guidelines and procedures.

Grant Number:\H324C980163
Mastery Project: To Reduce or Prevent Serious Emotional Disturbance among
Preschoolers with Significant Behavior Problems by Providing Comprehensive

Classroom and Family Intervention using a Transagency Service Delivery Model
Project Director: Woodruff, Geneva Beginning Date: 8/01/98
Concord-Assabet Family and Adolescent Services, Inc. Ending Date: 7/31/01
Project Mastery, 25 Monmouth Court
Brookline, MA 02146
617-232-0600
Fax Number: 617-735-1888

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to reduce or prevent serious emotional disturbance among preschoolers,
thereby reducing the need for more restrictive and expensive special educational services. Intensive on-site con-
sultation/intervention will be provided by professionals and parent consultants to teachers/staff of preschoolers
with significant behavior problems and their families. Interventions will include: individualized service plans,
individual and classroom-based behavior management, social skills training, parent behavior management train-
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ing, family support, and coordinated formal and informal community-based services. Services will be designed,
implemented, and evaluated using a family-centered/wraparound/transagency approach.

Method: Over the course of the project, approximately 100 preschoolers with significant behavioral problems at
risk for serious emotional/behavioral disturbance will be assigned to either an Evaluation Only Control Group or
an Intervention Group, with half of the sample drawn from Massachusetts and half from North Carolina Head
Start programs. Child, family, staff/teachers, and system outcome measures will be obtained prior to the inter-
vention, at the end of the school year, at one year follow-up for 100 children, and at two year follow-up for 50.
Multivariate analyses of variance and regression analyses will be conducted to determine positive outcomes of
the intervention program measured over a period of time, child and family factors that increase or mediate risk
or resilience for these children, and whether an effective transagency process of service delivery can be estab-
lished for preschoolers with significant behavior disorders.

Products: Participation in the parent training component will result in increased parenting skills and a greater
understanding of their child’s strengths and needs. As a result of the transagency service delivery model, fami-
lies will have a greater voice in the design and provision of educational and supportive services, and a greater
knowledge of community supports and how to access them. Teachers will increase their knowledge of children
at-risk for serious emotional disturbance and how to use the transagency approach with new children entering
the program. Data regarding the efficacy of the transagency model will advance knowledge about the coordina-
tion of education with health and social services. Benefits for the children, families, professionals within train-
ing sites, their communities, as well as the larger professional community and the public, include training for
school personnel to implement a proven early childhood service model and best practice intervention strategies.

' Grant Number: H324C980165
In Search of an Exemplary Special Education Referral and Decision-Making
Process for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students

Project Director: Harry, Beth Beginning Date: 9/01/98

University of Miami Ending Date: 8/31/01
School of Education

P.O. Box 248065

Coral Gables, FL 33124
305-284-5363

Fax Number: 305-284-6998

E-mail: bharry@umiami.ir.miami.edu

Purpose: This project will develop research to understand and explain how the processes used to identify, assess,
and place students in high-incidence special education programs may contribute to the overidentification and
overrepresentation of ethnic minority students in such programs. The project will identify referral and place-
ment decision-making processes that successfully prevent overidentification and overrepresentation while also
providing beneficial educational outcomes for students.

Method: This research will be conducted as a three-phase process, moving from a description of county-wide
placement rates and referral/placement policy, to an examination of the implementation of the referral/placement
policy in 12 schools, to individual case studies of 12 students. During Phase 1, data collection will occur on
placement rates and policy in the six administrative regions of DCPS by examining figures and policies, and by
interviewing special education administrators. During Phase 2, data collection will occur on placement rates and
processes in 12 schools including four predominantly Black (including African American and Haitian), four
Hispanic (mixed nationalities), and four mixed populations. From each ethnic cluster, selection of two schools
with high rates of special education placement and two schools with low rates will take place.
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Products: In-depth case studies of 12 students will be conducted. Data collection will include interviews with
students, families, and relevant school personnel, as well as observations of applicable school processes (such as
classrooms, placement meetings). A theory will be developed that explains the processes used to identify,
assess, and place students in high-incidence special education programs contribute to the overidentification and
overrepresentation of ethnic minority students in such programs. A set of recommendations for an exemplary
referral and decision-making process also will be developed.

Grant Number: H324C980167
Improving the Social Adjustment of Students with Mental Retardation:
An Intervention Based on a Social Information Processing Model

Project Director: Siperstein, Gary N. Beginning Date.: 9/01/98
University of Massachusetts - Boston Ending Date: 8/31/01
Center for Social Development and Education.

100 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

617-287-7250

Fax Number: 617-287-7249

E-mail: Siperstein@umb.edu

Purpose: The goal of this research project is to implement and assess an intervention that is based on the social
information processing model and that is designed to improve the social adjustment of children with mental
retardation in regular education settings.

Method: The project will follow 120 students with mental retardation as they progress through third, fourth, and
fifth grades. Sixty students will receive a comprehensive intervention which includes individual, small, group,
and class-wide activities. In each of the three years, children will undergo a process of assessment/interven-
tion/assessment. Teachers will receive training and technical assistance to enable them to implement the small-
group and class-wide components, while project staff will implement the individual instruction. Students’
improvement in social behavior, social relationships, and social information processing skills will be assessed,
taking into account child and classroom characteristics.

Products: Social adjustment is a central goal of inclusion, and the model of social information processing devel-
oped by this project will help to serve as the basis for nationally implemented interventions with at-risk children.
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Grant Number: H324C980174
Observations of Activities and Tasks of Paraprofessionals in
Inclusive Elementary Classrooms

Project Director: Werts, Margaret G. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Appalachian State University Ending Date: 9/30/01
Dept. of Language, Reading, and Exceptionalities

Box 32085

Boone, NC 28608
828-262-6365

Fax Number: 828-262-6767
E-mail: Wertsmg@appstate.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to determine what is occurring in elementary classrooms staffed by both
a teacher and a paraprofessional. Four objectives will be addressed: 1) to assess the nature of the activities,
roles, and functions of paraprofessionals assigned to assist children with disabilities in general education ele-
mentary classrooms; 2) to validate observed activities, roles, and functions of paraprofessionals assigned to gen-
eral education elementary classrooms that include a child with disabilities; 3) to assess the efficacy of training
paraprofessionals using a description of activities as a basis for change; and 4) to develop and disseminate a
monograph describing the patterns of use of paraprofessionals.

Method: A quantitative, interval-based observation of paraprofessionals and children with moderate to severe
disabilities in 36 classrooms will be conducted. Interviews with participating teachers and paraprofessionals will
be conducted to elicit suggestions and recommendations for behavior and training.

Products: Results will yield descriptions of patterns of paraprofessional behavior which will be validated for
their generalizability through a national survey of teachers and paraprofessionals. A monograph describing the
extant and desirable practices will be disseminated through several mechanisms.

Grant Number: H324C990012
A Longitudinal Follow-up of Graduates from Two Contrasting Preschool

Instructional Models: Phase 3

Project Director: Jenkins, Joseph Beginning Date: 4/01/99
University of Washington Ending Date: 3/31/03
Experimental Education Unit

Box 357925

Seattle, WA 98195-7925

206-543-1827

Fax Number: 206-543-8480

Purpose: This project will conduct a four-year Phase 3 follow-up study on a sample of 205 students with dis-_
abilities who were educated in two highly contrasting preschool instructional models and who have been fol-
lowed prospectively. The study is unique in special education in its combination of large sample size, random
assignment to initial intervention, and length and completeness of follow-up. The Phase 3 follow-up will enable
the researchers to collect data out to age 18 for nearly all of the study subjects.

Method: The project has maintained 85% of its original preschool sample, guaranteeing the validity of the longi-
tudinal research findings. The sample will be measured by sets of cognitive and academic achievement meas-
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ures and measures of adjustment and social development. By looking at developmental profiles that address such
issues as when children become competent readers, their placement in regular or special education or movement
between the two, the development of affective behavior through adolescence, and attitudes toward school and
life after school, informed conclusions can be drawn from the data collected by the project about what actually
happened to the large group of students with disabilities under study since early childhood. A database of ana-
lytical information will be set up using the results of the measurements.

Products: The database of information will be unique and important when considering such issues as whom to
serve and when to serve them, as well as in regard to more traditional curriculum comparisons.

Grant Number: H324C990018
Secondary Special Education Students’ Performance in

Block vs. Traditional Schedules
Project Director: Gugerty, John; Bottge, Brian Beginning Date: 7/01/99
University of Wisconsin Ending Date. 6/30/02
Board of Regents
750 University Avenue
Madison, WI 53706-1796
608-263-2724
Fax Number: 608-262-3050
E-mail: jgugerty@soemadison.wisc.edu

Purpose: This project will study and develop preliminary answers to four critical questions: 1) To what extent
do special education students participate in block scheduled classes?; 2) What differences, if any, exist in the
performance patterns of special education students enrolled in various block schedule configurations compared
to special education students’ performance patterns in secondary schools that follow a traditional class sched-
ule?; 3) How do the performance patterns of special education students in block scheduled schools compare with
the performance patterns of their non-special education classmates?; and 4) How do the performance patterns of
special education students in traditionally scheduled schools compare with the performance patterns of their non
special education classmates?.

Method: This project will select a stratified random sample (rural, suburban, urban) of eight Wisconsin second-
ary schools that followed a block schedule for four or more years (ensuring sufficient time for effective imple-
mentation) and eight that follow a traditional schedule. From their pool of 12th graders, a random sample of
360 special education students will be drawn, stratified across exceptionality categories and 360 non-special
education 12th graders stratified across college prep and tech prep career paths. The total “n” for this phase of
the study is 720. From the pool of educators serving the 12th graders in the sample schools, a selection of a ran-
dom sample of 180 staff will be made, stratified across block and traditional schedules and across employment
roles. A pilot test will be developed and student data collection protocols will be revised. Data will be collected
containing students’ and districts’ records on key dependent and independent variables. A written survey will be
desngned piloted, revised, and administered to the educator sample. A cross-validation study will be conducted
of fi ndmgs using new data from a new random sample of eight secondary schools following block schedules and
eight following traditional schedules. Project staff will select from the cross validation schools a total sample of
120 special education 12th graders, 120 non-special education 12th graders, and 90 12th grade instructors using
the same stratification, random selection procedures, and data collection protocols as before. This new data set
will be used to test the predictive power explanatory value of any hypothesis that received statistically Slgmf -
cant support (at the .05 level or greater) in the first phase of the study.
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Products: The project staff will prepare and disseminate findings using electronic, document-centered, and face-
to-face methods.

Grant Number: H324C990031
Study of the Acquisition, Maintenance, and Generalization of a
Cognitive-Behavioral Intervention to Prevent or Remediate Disruptive and
Aggressive Behaviors in Inclusive School Settings

Project Director: Smith, Stephen W.; Miller, David Beginning Date. 8/01/99
University of Florida Ending Date: 7/31/02
219 Grinter Hall

Gainesville, FL 32611

352-392-0701

Purpose: This project will enhance the potential for regular education students at-risk, with behavior problems,
and also those diagnosed with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) to succeed in the general education
classroom. The focus of this project is to examine the effectiveness of using a cognitive-behavioral intervention
(CBI) to: 1) improve fourth-grade and fifth-grade students’ ability to regulate their own behavior, and 2) provide
socially appropriate strategies to counter chronically disruptive behavior and aggressive behavior patterns. The
cognitive-behavioral model engages the relationship between internal cognitive events and overt behavior
change through teaching strategies that promote self-regulation, guide performance, and reduce inappropriate
behavior. Incorporating a proactive approach to behavior management, CBI helps students analyze their per-
formance, develop flexible behavioral repertoires, and persist in the face of difficulty.

Method: This project will increase the knowledge and understanding of CBI’s usefulness for preventing and
remediating aggressive and disruptive behaviors for students in the general education environment by determin-
ing the following: 1) general levels of knowledge, attitudes (i.e., about anger management, ways to communicate
effectively, effective problem solving), and behaviors of fourth and fifth graders in public school, and their rela-
tionship to variables such as gender, race, achievement, socioeconomic status, and special education placement;
2) the effect of CBI on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of fourth and fifth graders, including those at risk
and with behavioral problems, and maintenance of those effects over time; 3) how the duration of CBI instruc-
tion (i.e., treatment intensity) affects levels of knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of fourth and fifth graders,
including those at risk with behavioral problems; 4) the effect of using pull-out versus regular classroom CBI
instruction on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of fourth and fifth graders at risk and with behavioral prob-
lems; and 5) through a case study of highly disruptive students with EBD, whether CBI instruction generalizes
to other settings (e.g., playground, cafeteria, hallway, bus, home).

Products: In addition to manuscripts, reports, and digests to be disseminated to various organizations, the project
will provide participating schools and school districts executive summaries of each year’s project activities and
results; a newsletter will share ongoing research that can have a positive impact on educators throughout the
state of Florida. A home page will be established to describe and advertise the project, to post summaries of
project findings, and to facilitate communication with consumers. Further dissemination outlets will be sought
for the collaborative dissemination of projects funded to prevent serious emotional disturbances among children
and youth.
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Grant Number: H324C990039

Early Identification of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Project Director: Stone, Wendy Beginning Date: 6/01/99
Vanderbilt University ' Ending Date: 3/31/03
Medical Center
CCC-3322 Medical Center North
Nashville, TN 37232-2103
615-936-0249
Fax Number: 615-936-0256
E-mail: stonewl@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: The primary aim of this project is to assess the validity of a new screening instrument for autism, the
Screening Tool for Autism in Two-Year-Olds (STAT), an empirically based measure developed for use by com-
munity professionals working in early identification and intervention settings. The secondary aim is to examine
the relative contribution of child and environmental factors to diagnostic improvement in children with autism
spectrum disorders.

Method: A sample of 240 children will be screened with the STAT at age two, and will receive independent
diagnostic, cognitive, and language evaluations. Children who receive a clinical diagnosis of autism or who fail
the STAT will receive follow-up diagnostic, cognitive, and language evaluations for two consecutive years. This
design will allow for analysis of concurrent and predictive validity of the STAT as well as evaluation of factors
related to diagnostic stability.

Products: The project will contribute to the issue of under-identification in autism by: 1) facilitating early identi-
fication of young children with autism, which will allow them to participate in learning environments that have
been shown to be successful; 2) determining the efficacy of the STAT; 3) developing a hands-on instrument for
use in community settings by early childhood and child-find personnel; 4) disseminating information that will
encourage early childhood teacher training programs to include autism; and 5) disseminating information that
can be used to encourage states to expand opportunities for children under three years. The results of the project
will serve to further knowledge about autism and improve best practices.

Grant Number: H324C990040

Is Prelinguistic Communication Intervention Necessary?
Project Director: Warren, Steven Beginning Date: 7/01/99
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 6/03/03
Room 512 Kirkland Hall
Nashville, TN 37203-5701
615-322-8277
Fax Number: 615-343-1570
E-mail: steve.warren@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: This project will address a question of fundamental importance to early intervention practice and poli-
cy: Does a comprehensive prelinguistic communication intervention, implemented one year prior to a compre-
hensive language intervention, result in young children with disabilities achieving significantly more advanced
communication and language development than children who receive only the later-administered language inter-
vention? :
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Method.: A longitudinal, experimental design study will be developed to answer this question. Sixty (N=60)
young children with initial evidence of mild to moderate mental retardation and prelinguistic communication
skills similar to those of nine to 15 month old typically developing children and their primary caretaker will be
recruited through local early intervention programs. They will be randomly assigned to one of two groups.
Children assigned to Group A will immediately receive a comprehensive six-month prelinguistic communication
intervention. The intervention will consist of staff-implemented prelinguistic milieu teaching and responsive
interaction training for parents. At the end of a subsequent six-month maintenance period, they will receive six
months of comprehensive early language intervention. Children assigned to Group B will receive no project-
implemented intervention for 12 months, then they will receive the same early intervention language interven-
tion for six months as children in Group A. The communication and language development of all children in
both groups will be assessed at four points: at pretreatment and then at 6, 12, and 18 months. These assessments
will include key measures of receptive and productive language development and use. The longitudinal, experi-
mental design will allow several critical comparisons to be made including the effects of prelinguistic communi-
cation vs. no intervention and the effects of prelinguistic communication intervention plus later comprehensive
language intervention vs. later comprehensive language intervention.

Products: The outcome of this project will have direct implications for the emphasis and focus of intervention
efforts with children between the ages of two and four years. The results of this study will be submitted for pub-
lication. Presentations at conferences will take place and manuscripts will be written.

Grant Number: H324C990042

Early Identification of Children with Fragile X Syndrome
Project Director: Bailey, Don; Hatton, Deborah Beginning Date: 7/01/99
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 6/30/02
CB#8180, UNC-CH
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-8180
919-966-4250
Fax Number: 919-966-7532
E-mail: don_bailey@unc.edu

Purpose: Most children with fragile X syndrome are not identified as having a genetic disorder until age three or
older. Earlier identification would facilitate earlier entry into early intervention programs, could reduce or elimi-
nate frustrating interactions between families and professionals over the diagnosis, and would provide families
important information about genetic risks. This project will engage in a variety of activities designed to improve
knowledge about early development in fragile X syndrome and improve early identification practices.

Method: Multiple measures and approaches will be used to describe the development of infants with fragile X
syndrome during the first 18 months of life. The project staff will review current practices and guidelines relat-
ed to the decision to refer a child for genetic testing. Following these efforts, project staff will develop and test
a revised set of guidelines for deciding whether to refer a child for genetic testing for fragile X syndrome.
Finally, the project staff will work with geneticists, parents, early intervention professionals, and policy makers
to review the costs and benefits of universal genetic screening versus continued reliance on behavioral observa-
tion.

Products: The project staff will continue to publish research in peer reviewed journals. Nine papers will be pro-
duced during the course of the project. Findings will be presented at major conferences, targeting selected infor-
mation to the variety of consumers. A World Wide Web site will be established for this project. The World
Wide Web site will provide general information to parents and professionals about early identification and
screening and provide links to various national resources. In addition, the project will provide readable sum-
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maries of project work, both work in progress and findings from completed projects. The home page of the
World Wide Web site will be updated monthly.

Grant Number: H324C990048
Bilingual Exceptional Students: Effective Practices for

Oral Language and Reading Instruction

Project Director: Ortiz, Alba A. Beginning Date:-9/01/99
University of Texas - Austin Ending Date: 8/31/02
Department of Special Education

SZB 306

Austin, TX 78712-1290

512-471-6244

Fax Number: 512-471-5550

E-mail: alba.ortiz@mail.utexas.edu

Purpose: The Bilingual Special Education Program, Department of Special Education at The University of
Texas at Austin, in cooperation with the Office of Bilingual Education, will conduct a study to develop profiles
of limited English proficient (LEP) Hispanic students with reading-related learning disabilities (LD) and to iden-
tify instructional strategies that are effective in developing oral language and reading skills in Spanish and
English.

Method: During Phase I, all Hispanic LEP students having reading-related disabilities in six Pre-K-5 elementary
schools that offer bilingual special education services will comprise the sample. Archival data from district
records will be collected to: 1) describe students’ demographic characteristics at entry into special education; 2)
document the range and types of reading-related difficulties for students of varying language proficiencies; and
3) describe instructional recommendations made by the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) committee. Phase |
will provide profiles of LEP students with reading-related LD. During Phase II, a cohort of second-grade LEP
students with reading-related learning disabilities (N=15 students in year | and N=30 students in years 2 and 3),
their families, and their general and special education teachers will comprise the sample. Data will include
classroom observations, teacher and parent interviews, and student assessments to gauge reading progress.

Products: Anticipated outcomes include the identification of: 1) instructional arrangements, strategies, and
approaches that promote literacy acquisition for LEP students with reading-related LD at various levels of
Spanish/English proficiency; 2) identification of home/community supports available to children for literacy
development; 3) the nature of collaboration among bilingual, general, and special education programs; and 4)
teachers’ perceptions regarding students’ reading difficulties. A comprehensive literature review will also be
produced and disseminated. Ultimately, the products of this study will help school districts design programs and
services consistent with the literacy needs of LEP students.
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Grant Number: H324C990052
Assistive Technology Expert System

Project Director: Lahm, Elizabeth; Bausch, Margaret; Zabala, Joy Beginning Date: 8/01/99
University of Kentucky Ending Date: 7/31/02
201 Kinkead Hall

Lexington, KY 40506-0001

606-257-1520

Fax Number: 606-257-1325

E-mail: ealahml@pop.uky.edu

Purpose: The goal of this project is to develop an expert system that will equip service providers with guidelines
for selecting assistive technologies based on specific student needs and functions.

Method: The project activities will include: 1) identifying human functions that become barriers to students with
disabilities for meeting their educational goals; 2) identifying typical demands of various educational settings; 3)
identifying demands of assistive technologies; 4) validating the relationships among human functions, environ-
mental and technological demands, and assistive device functions; 5) organizing this knowledge into an expert
system for “non-expert” use; and 6) disseminating the expert system nationally via the World Wide Web.

Products.: The resulting product will be an interactive, question-driven database posted on the World Wide Web.

Grant Number: H324C990059
Post Secondary Status of Early Intervention Program Participants

Project Director: Dunst, Carl J.; Trivette, Carol M. Beginning Date. 10/01/99
Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute Ending Date: 9/30/02
128 S. Sterling Street

PO Box 2277

Morgantown, NC 28680
828-255-0470

Fax Number: 828-432-0068
E-mail: trivette@puckett.org

Purpose: This project will conduct a second-generation research study to examine the long-term effects of early
intervention on children and their families. The two major goals of the study are: 1) to establish the postsec-
ondary status of adults with disabilities who participated in an early intervention program during their infant,
toddler, or preschool years, and to relate differences in postsecondary variations to differences in experiences or
opportunities during the early periods of development; and 2) to conduct case studies of persons having relative-
ly similar kinds of experiences from birth to 18 years but who have different postsecondary outcomes, to ascer-
tain the reason for their different courses of life. This investigation will yield the first longitudinal long-term
follow-up data on children with disabilities who have reached the age of 18 years.

Method: The investigation will involve the long-term follow-up of 300 children who participated in an early
intervention program begun in 1972. Data will be collected from previous program participants who are now 18
years old or older. Multiple regression analysis by sets will be the principal means used to assess the long-term
outcomes of early intervention and cluster analysis will be the principal means to identify the experience clusters
from the early intervention/preschool, elementary school, and secondary school variables.
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Products: The study will provide needed empirical second-generation evidence about the long-term effectiveness
of early intervention with children with disabilities and their families. It will allow researchers and other stake-
holders to better understand the reasons for variability in adult status outcomes among young adults who experi-
ence a similar set of early intervention and school experiences. This will lead to a better understanding of the
kinds of educational experiences that are most likely to influence postsecondary outcomes for children with dis-
abilities and their families. The results of the investigation will be presented at professional conferences and
published in journals as well as distributed to the families whose children participate in early intervention and
education settings.

Grant Number: H324C990063
Conceptual Approaches to Teaching History to Students with

Learning Disabilities in Integrated Settings
Project Director: Gersten, Russell Beginning Date: 9/01/99
Eugene Research Institute Ending Date: 8/31/02
132 East Broadway #747
Eugene, OR 97401
541-342-4268
Fax Number: 541-342-4310
E-mail: rgersten@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to develop, field-test, and rigorously evaluate two contrasting approaches
to history instruction with students with and without learning disabilities in inclusive middle school settings.
The first approach to history instruction is a structured approach in which “Concept Maps” are used to provide
students with a visual depiction of text structures. In the second approach, “Questioning the Author,” teachers
model an array of text structures in highly interactive learning environments.

Method: Four studies within two phases will be used to develop, field-test, and evaluate the effectiveness of
these two approaches in helping students learn history and develop the ability to reason historically. Regular
classroom observations will be conducted to determine how the instructional approaches are actually translated
into classroom practices. Both quantitative and qualitative measures encompassing performance-based indices
of student learning will be used to assess student understanding of key concepts, issues, and events in history, as
well as their ability to think and reason historically.

Products: A major thrust in the dissemination will be presenting the findings to professionals working directly
with students with learning disabilities. Widespread dissemination will be achieved through the role that the
Eugene Research Institute will play as a part of the Elementary and Middle Schools Technical Assistance
Center, a national dissemination effort to provide technical assistance to school districts. Professional develop-
ment materials will be developed. Project findings will be disseminated at statewide and regional conferences.
State-of-the-art electronic dissemination methods, including publishing materials on the World Wide Web.
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Grant Number: H324C990069
Motivating for Competence: Integrating Child and Family Mastery

Motivation Techniques into Provider Intervention for the Micropreemie
Project Director: Freund, Maxine; Keilty, Bonnie Beginning Date: 9/29/99
George Washington University Ending Date: 9/28/02
2121 Street NW Suite 601
Washington, DC 20052
202-994-1547
Fax Number: 202-994-3365
E-mail: mfreund@gwis2.circ.gwu.edu

Purpose: Project Motivating for Competence will examine how early intervention can be most effective in
preparing children for the regular education classroom. The central focus of the project is that children who are
born extremely premature have a high likelihood of subtle neurological and learning issues. It will expand the
discussion of implementation of mastery motivation techniques in early intervention service delivery by compar-
ing preschool competence outcomes in a group of micropreemies that receives this type of early intervention and
a group that does not.

Method: The project will address the areas of competence during infant/toddler years (regulation, developmental
milestones, and mastery motivation) and how they affect preschool and school-age competencies. Project
Motivating for Competence will train and support early intervention providers to expand their strategies for
working with young children, discussing interventions with parents, and enhancing competence by looking
beyond developmental milestones and the qualitative differences within those milestones to examine how the
child achieves his/her goals and how the parent responds to and facilitates the acquisition of those goals.

Products: The results of this project will advance innovative early intervention strategies to address all aspects
of overall competence and to provide insight into the foundation for successful school competence. The project
will contribute to the advancement of a competence theory that defines the tools a child needs for successful
functioning. Results will be disseminated to communities of early intervention and preschool practitioners
whose work is directly involved with children and families and to the families themselves. Findings and prod-
ucts will be disseminated through journal articles and conference presentations.

Grant Number: H324C990074
Prevention of Social and Behavioral Problems:

Steps to Achieving Resilience (STAR)
Project Director: Kaminski, Ruth Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Oregon Ending Date: 8/31/02
5208 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5208
541-346-2142 i
Fax Number: 541-346-2897
E-mail: Ruth_Kaminski@ccmail.uoregon.edu

Purpose: This project will develop, implement, and investigate the effectiveness of a comprehensive, multidi-
mensional package of interventions in promoting the development and well-being of preschool children and pre-
venting the occurrence of social and emotional problems in later years.

?
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Method: The field-initiated research project will develop and test interventions designed to impact factors in the
preschool years that are predictive of later social/behavioral problems. Two hundred preschool children and
their families in two cohorts will receive intervention over the three years of the project. Three levels of inter-
vention will be investigated, each level being provided in addition to previous levels: 1) Universal: Classroom-
Based Teacher Training; 2) Selected: Small Group Parent Education and Support; and 3) Indicated:
Individualized Home-Based Support and Tutoring.

Products: The impact of this project will be to produce classroom- and home-based interventions that will
enhance preschool children’s social development and school performance and increase the likelihood of chil-
dren’s future success, reducing the risk of social/behavioral problems and the need for the provision of special
education and related services. The following products will be prepared: presentations for professional confer-
ences and university seminars, articles for journal publications, ERIC documents, monographs, a manual, and
inservice training and consultation.

Grant Number: H324C990082

An Investigation of Hispanic Juveniles with Specific Learning Disabilities
Project Director: Linares, Nicolas; Cortes, Elly Beginning Date: 7/01/99
University of Puerto Rico Ending Date: 6/30/02
GPO Box 365067
San Juan, PR 00936-5067
787-759-5095
Fax Number: 787-759-5095
E-mail: nlin@tld.net

Purpose: The University of Puerto Rico (UPR) will conduct research on the number of Hispanic juveniles with
specific learning disabilities (HISLD) in correctional institutions. Having a specific learning disability (SLD)
and being Latino and poor puts a young male at-risk of prolonged school failure, dropping out of school, and
facing the law. This three-year study will improve human and educational services for HISLD, aimed at finding
out the differences between HISLD and boys with SLD who have never faced the law, determining current cor-
rectional service conditions for HISLD, and developing and implementing a new correctional SLD service para-
digm based on project findings.

Method: This project will consist of four stages. In Year One, the histories, traits, and environments of 20 male
delinquents with SLD will be compared with 20 matched boys with SLD; the services that the 20 juveniles are
receiving will be compared; and a new juvenile service paradigm for SLD will be developed in an interdiscipli-
nary and interagency process. In Years Two and Three, an investigation will be conducted into the impacts of
the new paradigm on the same 20 juveniles when implemented in a Puerto Rico (PR) juvenile institution.

Products: The project staff will produce and disseminate research reports on the new juvenile SLD intervention
model and its effects, resulting juvenile Spanish assessment and intervention instruments, team work guidelines
for HISLD, and additional research and training agendas.
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Grant Number: H324C990083
Assessment-Based Intervention for Special Education Students with ADHD

Project Director: Neef, Nancy Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Ohio State University Ending Date: 9/30/02
367 Arps Hall

1945 N. High Street
Columbus, OH 43210
614-688-8107

Fax Number: 614-292-4255
E-mail: neef.2@osu.edu

Purpose: The project consists of three interrelated studies that apply and extend results of research on matching
theory to the assessment and.treatment of academic and behavior problems of children with attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in urban elementary schools.

Method: In the first study, the project will evaluate a practical, computerized assessment methodology for identi-
fying individual sensitivities to variables that affect the choices of children with ADHD (n=30). In the second
study it will evaluate the extent to which choices (representing self-control vs. impulsivity) can be established
through changes in those variables (N>15). In the third study, project staff will work with school personnel in
the design, implementation, and evaluation of classroom interventions informed by results of the choice assess-
ments to address students’ educational and behavioral needs (N=15). The experimental methodology will
involve direct measurement of independent and dependent variables using computerized data collection and sin-
gle-case experimental designs.

Products: The project has the potential to contribute to knowledge and practice by: 1) encouraging a functional
conceptualization of the behavioral and educational excesses (impulsivity) and deficits (self-control, attention to
task) of children with ADHD; 2) providing an objective, conceptually systematic, empirically based assessment
of behavior characteristics of ADHD that can be used to both inform and evaluate treatments; 3) developing a
computer program for use as both an assessment and individually tailored instructional tool; and 4) providing
information on the design of effective and ecologically valid interventions to address the needs of special educa-
tion students with ADHD in general education classrooms. A newsletter article will be prepared, presentations
will be made at local seminars and conferences, and manuscripts will be prepared for publication. The project
staff will prepare a brief description for listservs and World Wide Web sites (including availability of software
program). Annual reports will be prepared for distribution to agencies and clearinghouses.

Grant Number: H324C990090
School-to-Work Connections: Non-Traditional Career Opportunities for
Females with Disabilities

Project Director: Kohler, Paula Beginning Date: 10/27/99
Western Michigan University Ending Date: 8/20/01
Dept. of Educational Studies

3210 Sangren Hall

Kalamazoo, M1 49008

616-387-5935

Purpose: This project will explore female participation in nontraditional vocational education, an area where
research on the participation and outcomes for females with disabilities is virtually missing from the literature.
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Method: The project will consist of six studies over a three-year period. The research will identify factors that
contribute to and predict the successful participation of females with disabilities in nontraditional vocational
education programs, and it will explore the relationship between participation in nontraditional vocational educa-
tion programs and post-school outcomes. The project will investigate the factors relating to facilitating success
for this population and the relationship between these factors and specific postschool outcomes. It will identify
the specific barriers that females with and without disabilities have encountered in nontraditional programs and
strategies they used to overcome those barriers.

Products: In order to link this research to practice, a consulting team will develop a specific set of recommenda-
tions for the National School-to-Work Office and the Illinois State Board of Education that includes problem-
specific strategies, target audiences, responsibilities of state agencies, impact, and evaluation measures.
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(84.023D and 84.324D)

Directed Research Projects

Grant Number: H023D970100
Building Capacity for Reform: Creating High Performing Schools for ALL

Students
Project Director: McLaughlin, Margaret; Davis, Gayle A. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Maryland Ending Date: 9/30/00
Department of Special Education
College Park, MD 20742
301-405-6495
Fax Number: 301-314-9158
E-mail: mm48@umail.umd.edu

Purpose: This project extends the research of the Center for Research on the Impact of General and Special
Education Reform of the University of Maryland. The University will conduct a three-year longitudinal study of
two schools in each of three school districts that are actively implementing state or local reform efforts. The
project will extend previous research to focus on individual schools, outcomes of students with disabilities, and
their access to curriculum.

Method: Based on “beacons of excellence” criteria, the individual schools within each district will be intensively
studied to monitor student progress and to describe factors that have contributed to the school’s capacity to pro-
duce exemplary results. The study will identify, validate, and apply criteria defining “exemplary results” for stu-
dents with disabilities. It will help document and describe critical organizational and instructional features of
exemplary schools and districts.

Products: The school districts in the study are involved in implementing new content and student performance
standards and a comprehensive program of traditional and performance assessments used for school and student
accountability. This project will contribute to these programs by developing and disseminating a framework for
building the capacity of the schools to achieve exemplary results for all students and by helping to develop ways
to enhance regulatory and fiscal flexibility across programs and within schools.
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Grant Number: H023D970102
Beacons of Excellence: Achieving Exemplary Results for

Students with Disabilities in Secondary Education
Project Director: Wallace, Teri; Hupp, Susan; Johnson, David R. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/00
Institute on Community Integration
111 Pattee Hall 150 Pillsbury Drive, SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-626-7220
Fax Number: 612-624-9344
E-mail: walla001@umn.edu
Website: www.ici.coled.umn.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to study how policies, procedures, curriculum, staffing, school climate,
support services, community involvement, and other factors contribute to student success at secondary schools
that obtain exemplary results for all students, including students with disabilities.

Method: In this directed research project, the Institute on Community Integration intends to develop criteria for
identifying secondary schools achieving exemplary results for students in general and special education. It will
conduct a national search to identify schools that have been successful in serving students in targeted outcome
areas and it will identify and examine the factors relating to achieving exemplary learning results specifically for
students with disabilities.

Products: The project will communicate and disseminate the findings to professionals, family members, and oth-
ers, in order to impact the learning results of youth with disabilities in secondary schools. The project will link
with national programs recognizing excellence to provide guidelines for integrating the education of students
with disabilities into their selection criteria. Through its link to the Council for Exceptional Children, the project
will extend its connection to a diverse group of associations and networks to facilitate the broad-based accept-
ance, promotion, and adoption of knowledge and practice to improve learning results for youth with disabilities
in secondary education across the country.

Grant Number: H023D970106

Beacons of Excellence: Case Studies of Inclusive Urban Middle-Grade Schools
Project Director: Morocco, Catherine C. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Education Development Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/00
Center for Family, School, and Community
55 Chapel Street
Newton, MA 02458
617-618-2400
Fax Number: 617-969-3400
E-mail: cmorocco@edc.org

Purpose: This project will identify and study three high-performance, inclusive urban middle schools in order to
illuminate the factors that contribute to exemplary learning outcomes for students with disabilities, within a rig-
orous curriculum,

Method: The project will identify the critical features of middle schools that support exemplary learning results
for students with disabilities, how students with different disabilities experience the curriculum and daily life in
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these schools, the impact of the curriculum on their learning, and the contextual factors in the district and com-
munity that contribute to or impede the schools from achieving positive learning results for students with dis-
abilities.

Products: During its first year, the project intends to publish a call for applications and to conduct validation site
visits. In the second year, multicultural research teams will develop case studies collaboratively with three
schools by surveying teachers and students, identifying district assessment policies, shadowing individual stu-
dents, collecting samples of curricula and student work, talking with parents, and interviewing staff. Products to
be developed will include case studies, a video, an observation format, and an on-line “virtual tour” and will be
disseminated for practitioner, parent, and policy audiences to help young urban adolescents with disabilities suc-
ceed socially and academically.

Grant Number: H023D970107

Beacon Schools of Excellence: Replicating Exemplary Practices
Project Director: Carnine, Douglas Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Oregon Ending Date: 9/30/01
College of Education
5219 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5219
541-683-7543

Purpose: This project proposes a three-phase procedure to identify high-performing or “beacon” schools at the
elementary level, grades 1-5, to identify factors contributing to the academic success of students with disabilities
in the context of exemplary learning results for all students, and to develop and disseminate procedural informa-
tion intended to operationalize the practices in the schools identified as exemplary and to provide criteria to
evaluate such practices.

Method: Educational practices will be examined at three levels: school, classroom, and individual student.
Comparisons will be made between high- and low-performing academic environments relative to each level in
order to identify the practices most highly related to the academic success of all students. The project will focus

on schools within the lower sociometric status range, where schools face the most difficult challenges when edu-
cating students.

Products: The project intends to develop a procedure-implementation manual operationalizing the practices in
the exemplary schools and provide a means through which program evaluation of such practices can be
achieved. It also intends to replicate the identified factors and established procedures within low-performing
school environments, helping to ensure the integrity of the implementation procedures, to provide validational
support for the importance of the identified factors.
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Grant Number: H023D970203
Families and Schools Together: An Experimental Analysis of a

Parent-Mediated Early Intervention Program for Elementary Children
Project Director: Kratochwill, Thomas Beginning Date: 1/01/98
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 12/31/00
1025 W. Johnson Street
Madison, WI 53706
608-262-5912

Purpose: This project proposes a three-year experimental study of a multifamily, early intervention program
called Families and Schools Together (FAST) to support the special education goals of children with emotional
disabilities, by engaging low-income, frequently stressed, and socially isolated families in ongoing involvement
with schools.

Method: The FAST project intends to increase accessibility of services by developing a partnership with parents
of children who may be pre-referred for special education services for children with emotional disabilities and,
for families under stress, developing a social support network and other protective factors that may reduce the
number of emotional and behavior difficulties of the children, reducing also the number of referrals to special
education. Each year approximately 30 participants and their families will receive the FAST program in one of
three cycles. Data from direct observations of classroom behavior will be collected by trained observers and
analyzed in terms of family involvement, emotional and behavioral status, and academic and social performance.

Products: This proposed research project has the potential to impact the science and practice of intervention with
all students displaying emotional and behavioral difficulties in the classroom. It will work to increase appropri-
ate parent involvement and decrease the likelihood that children showing signs of emotional and behavioral dif-
ficulties are placed into special education. The use of FAST as a family-centered pre-referral intervention serv-
ice is expected to increase partnership and accessibility of special education services tc low-income families and
to increase children’s resiliency, improve social behavior and academic performance, and allow children to
maintain their regular education placements.

Grant Number: H023D970301

VCURRTC SSI Information Project

Project Director: Kregel, John Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Virginia Commonwealth University Ending Date: 12/31/01
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center

1314 West Main St., P.O. Box 842011

Richmond, VA 23284-2011

804-828-1851

Fax Number: 804-828-2193

E-mail: jkregel@saturn.vcu.edu

Website: www.worksupport.com

Purpose: This project of the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center is a collaboration among a minimum
of 20 local school districts in five different states in a four-year effort to examine barriers to employment for
young adults receiving SSI benefits. It intends to develop strategies and materials to promote the utilization of
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work incentives through the transition planning process and to apply qualitative and quantitative research meth-
ods to determine the relative effectiveness of strategies employed by this project.

Method: Transition programs in five states have agreed to participate in project activities. In each state, staff
from the state education agency or the transition systems change project have agreed to facilitate teams of proj-
ect staff members and local school district personnel to examine barriers to employment for young adults receiv-
ing SSI benefits, to coordinate local training and technical assistance efforts, and to monitor the results of train-
ing activities on transition planning and work incentive utilization.

Products: Several educational packages using different training strategies will be developed by a cadre of
national SSI experts, advocates, transition planners, and consumers: satellite teleconferencing, Internet courses,
self-instruction activities using videotapes and interactive CD-ROMs, and seminars and team training sessions.
These methods are intended to capture a national audience, secure access to rural and urban areas, achieve diver-
sity among participants, and maximize the number of participants to be served by the project. The distance edu-
cation and self-instruction activities will be made available to students with disabilities, family members, school
personnel, and adult services personnel in every state.

Grant Number: H023D970303
Strategies for Increasing the Utilization of SSI Work Incentives to

Enhance Employment Results of Transitioning Youth with Disabilities
Project Director: Johnson, David R. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/01
Institute on Community Integration
150 Pillsbury Drive SE - Room 102
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-624-1062
Fax Number: 612-624-8279
E-mail: johns006@tc.umn.edu

Purpose: The University of Minnesota, through its Institute on Community Integration and National Transition
Network, in partnership with The Study Group and local education agencies, proposes to develop and test inno-
vative strategies for increasing the utilization of the SSI work incentives by youth with disabilities. It will focus
particularly on incorporating information concerning SSI work incentives in students’ transition/IEP plans. This
directed research project builds on the current expertise, capacities, and experiences of the University and other
partners in addressing the transition service needs of young people with disabilities and their families through
research, training, technical assistance, and information dissemination and outreach.

Method: This project will conduct qualitative and quantitative research/evaluation studies to determine the type,
range, and effectiveness of materials, technical assistance, training, and other strategies developed to improve
the postschool employment outcomes of youth with disabilities through increased use of SSI work incentives.

Products: The project intends to develop materials, technical assistance, and training support strategies that pro-
mote the utilization of SSI work incentives to enhance employment results for transition-age youth with disabili-
ties and to establish a comprehensive dissemination and outreach strategy that shares information on the out-
comes, effective strategies, and materials and products developed for individuals with disabilities, parents, pro-
fessionals, and policymakers. ’
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Grant Number: H023D970306
Increasing Utilization of the SSI Work Incentive by Students Approaching

Graduation through Capacity Building at the Personal, Local, and State Levels
Project Director: Fesko, Sheila Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Children’s Hospital of Boston Ending Date: 9/30/01
Institute for Community Inclusion
300 Longwood Avenue
Boston, MA 02115
617-355-6271

Purpose: This project will assess the effectiveness of integrating information and support on SSI work incen-
tives into the transition planning process for students with disabilities, with a primary goal of increasing student,
family, and school expectations for employment and improving employment outcomes. The project builds
capacity at the personal, community, and state levels.

Method: The project will distribute specific information about work incentives to secondary school students and
their families about work incentives through the IEP process, through locally provided training opportunities,
and through parent and student mentors. It will develop the capacity to support career goals for SSI recipients
by establishing work incentive teams in schools that include regular and special education staff. At the state
level, the project will incorporate a review of work incentive needs into the Statement of Needed Transition
Services, and it will develop a work incentives expert network to address needs.

Products: The project will assess career path and barriers to employment in SSI recipients through a 3-year lon-
gitudinal study; it will also assess the impact of integrating work incentives information and support into transi-
tion planning on the use of work incentives and employment goals and outcomes. It will assess the outcomes of
providing specific person-centered career planning and work incentives consultation as a supplement to project
information and support activities.

Grant Number: H023D970308
RISES: Research in Social Security Employment Supports

Project Director: Vogelsberg, R. Timm Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Montana Ending Date: 9/30/01
634 Eddy Avenue

Missoula, MT 59812

406-243-5467

Purpose: This project addresses the initiative to research and implement innovative strategies which increase the
utilization of SSI work incentives through the IEP-transition planning process. The strategies are intended to
counteract the numerous barriers faced by persons with disabilities as they prepare to become part of the work
force and to improve their post-school employment outcomes.

Method: The project will provide an analysis of the barriers to gaining Social Security income or work incen-
tives and employment for young adults with disabilities, and it will identify strategies and materials which pro-
mote and increase the utilization of Social Security Work Incentives. It will institute quantitative and qualitative
research methodology to determine the efficacy of the technical assistance strategies used to increase utilization
of Social Security Work incentives. Research in Project RISES emphasizes preparation for a system-wide
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resporise to expand vocational rehabilitation partnerships and is consistent with federal initiatives designed to
support successful learning.

Products: The increased knowledge about SSI work incentives that is expected to be gained through this project
could lead to state-level adoption of approaches to improve utilization and life outcomes for individuals who
have disabilities. Increased employment can alleviate the poor economic condition of people with disabilities
and could support community vocational options instead of “waiting for services” lists.

Grant Number: H023D970400

Sustaining Effective Practices (STEP)
Project Director: Hughes, Marie Tejero Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Miami Ending Date: 9/30/01
School of Education, P.O. Box 248065
Coral Gables, FL 33124-2040
305-284-2470
Fax Number: 305-284-3003
E-mail: mariehughe@aol.com

Purpose: This project proposes to evaluate the process of change in three elementary schools to determine the
extent to which the innovations instituted through a previously funded restructuring project have been sustained
beyond the project and what factors, internal and external, have influenced the determined levels of sustainabili-
ty.

Method: The effectiveness of three innovative instructional practices will be measured in heterogeneous class-
rooms: collaborative strategic reading, classwide peer tutoring, and making words. An explanatory case study
design will be conducted to explain sustainability. Cross-case analyses will compare sustainability. In the final
phase of the project, ways to support and improve the sustainability of the innovations at each school will be
explored.

Products: The series of studies proposed by this project should provide information on the extent to which prac-
tices implemented in target schools are sustained, how they are modified, the extent to which they have been
adopted and adapted by teachers, and how teachers and the culture of the schools have changed as a result of
these practices. The research will help to determine the extent to which teachers perceive and can document
outcomes for students as a result of these practices and the extent to which the practices have been disseminated
to and implemented in other schools that did not directly participate in the initial studies. Thus, the research
should make a contribution on local, state, and national levels.
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Grant Number: H023D970408

Sustainability of Promising Innovations
Project Director: Vadasy, Patricia Beginning Date: 11/01/97
Washington Research Institute Ending Date: 10/31/01
150 Nickerson Street, Suite 305
Seattle, WA 98109
206-285-9317
Fax Number: 206-285-1523
E-mail: pvadasy@wri-edu.org

Purpose: This project is designed to track and document the outcomes of schools that have been assisted by two
restructuring projects to implement effective practices. At the first site, two types of innovations will become
the focus: student-focused collaboration practices that provide supports to teachers and students with IEPs; and
systems coordination, organizational structures that involve general and special educators and school/district
administration in planning, implementing, and collaborating on special services delivery. At the second site, the
focus will be a one-on-one tutoring program for first graders at the highest risk for reading disabilities.

Method: The staffs of each of the restructuring projects on which these two studies have been based have devel-
oped conceptual frameworks specifying hypothesized influences on school use of targeted practices. Both stud-
ies will address general research questions such as whether and how schools continue/adopt/adapt the innovative
practices, the quality and fidelity of the school’s sustained use of the practice, and the student outcomes when
schools sustain innovations. Data collected to answer the questions will include on-site observations of class-
room instructional practices and staff teams and meetings, surveys, and in-person and telephone interviews.

Products: The project intends to advance the current knowledge base on effective implementation and dissemi-
nation of the secondary inclusion model, to identify school and district resources and staff that are critical to
maintaining effective instructional and organizational practices to support inclusion, to identify barriers that
teachers and administrators face that prevent their ability to sustain effective practices without outside assistance
or supplementary funding, and to provide local and other school personnel with the findings of the case studies
to help them plan for the future of innovative inclusion practices and policies. Regional resource centers and
other agencies and organizations will be used to disseminate the study results.

Grant Number: H023D970409
Project SUSTAIN: Strategies for Understanding and Sustaining Educational

Innovations
Project Director: Benz, Michael Beginning Date: 1/01/98
University of Oregon Ending Date: 12/31/01
5219 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5219
541-346-1408
Fax Number: 541-346-1411
E-mail: mbenz@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to study factors associated with the sustainability of educational innova-
tions in secondary and transition services for youth with disabilities.
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Method: To address the issues of developing effective secondary and transition practices to improve the poor
postschool outcomes for youth with disabilities, this project will conduct in-depth case studies of a comprehen-
sive secondary and transition innovation, the Youth Transition Program (YTP), being implemented in communi-
ties across Oregon and Arizona to address the school-to-work transition needs of these students. The project
will complement and extend the program’s database through the development of extensive case studies of a sam-
ple of local sites in each state.

Products: Case study data from this proposed project and student outcome data from the existing YTP database
will be used to study the specific factors associated with the implementation, integration, and continuation of the
YTP in local communities, and to investigate the robustness and utility of the project’s model of sustainability.
Findings will be summarized in products designed for both researcher and practitioner audiences. Products will
be disseminated through a variety of mechanisms.

Grant Number: H023D970415
A Center to Study Sustainability (CSS) of Research-Based Interventions for

Students with Learning Disabilities
Project Director: Gersten, Russell Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Eugene Research Institute Ending Date: 12/31/01
132 E. Broadway, Suite 747
Eugene, OR 97401
541-342-4268
Fax Number: 541-342-4310
E-mail: rgersten@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: This project, a proposed research center, will study factors associated with the long-term sustainability
of six projects designed to improve educational outcomes for students with learning disabilities. These projects
have all provided convincing documentation of positive learning effects for students with learning disabilities.

Method: The center intends to describe the level of sustainability at each of the six project sites beyond the years
of formal implementation and support. It will identify underlying factors that seem to be essential in promoting
or hindering sustainability of research-based practices for students with LD. A multi-site case study design will
be used, including generation of individual case studies and cross-site analyses of factors that foster or hinder
sustainability. A variety of measures will be used to assess factors that underlie sustainability, including teacher
understanding, teacher collegiality and school contexts, teacher efficacy, and teacher concerns about innovation
implementation.

Products: A “think tank” of collaborating researchers, parents, and professional educators will help with data
analysis, generation of policy implications, and dissemination. Findings will be disseminated in several ways to
teachers and parents. A special issue of a journal or a book will be published in conjunction with the collaborat-
ing researchers and specialists.
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. Grant Number: H023D970500
Inclusive Reform in Urban Schools through

Peer-to-Peer Support from School Teams

Project Director: Hunt, Pam Beginning Date: 10/01/97
San Francisco State University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Department of Special Education

1600 Holloway Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94132

415-338-7848

Fax Number: 415-338-2845

E-mail: hunt@sfsu.edu

Purpose: This project is a proposed three-year effort to investigate the implementation of inclusive education for
students with severe disabilities as part of systemic educational reform efforts in targeted urban schools and to
utilize key members of educational teams and education and human services reform personnel in those inclusive
reformed schools to provide peer-to-peer support to team members.

Method: During the first year of the project, a database will be developed for thematic analysis to provide empir-
ical data on inclusive education in reformed schools and the perceived contributions of unified reform to the
educational and social benefit of all students. It will also form the basis for the development of a needs assess-
ment for inclusive reformed schools and instruments to measure student outcomes. Outcomes from pre-post
implementation of the needs assessment and measures of related student outcomes will be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the peer-to-peer support model in facilitating the implementation of practices that improve serv-
ices for all students in inclusive classrooms. A needs assessment in an inclusive reformed secondary school will
also be undertaken and student and family outcomes instruments will be revised to reflect secondary-level inclu-
sive reform.

Products: Thematic analysis of the data will serve as the basis for a research paper describing inclusive reform
at the secondary level, and evaluation of the effectiveness of the peer-to-peer support model will serve as the
final research report. Additionally, a manual and video will be developed describing organizational structures,
collaborative practices, and educational strategies and materials to promote the unification of inclusive education
programs with systemic educational reform. Dissemination of project findings will occur through publication of
research reports in relevant journals, dissemination of the reports, and presentations at state and local confer-
ences.
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Grant Number: H023D970502
Teaching Students with Significant Disabilities to Support Themselves:

Promoting Inclusion through Student-Directed Learning Strategies
Project Director: Wehmeyer, Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Arc of the United States Ending Date: 9/30/00
500 E. Border Street, Suite 300
Arlington, TX 76010
817-261-6003
Fax Number: 817-277-3491
E-mail: mwehmeye@metronet.com
Website: TheArc.org

Purpose: This project will investigate the differential effects of selected self-management and student-directed
learning strategies in promoting student involvement in general education activities.

Method: One survey and five experiments are proposed to study student self-management skills. In three of the
experiments, teachers will instruct the students on how to use one or more strategies, and in the other two, peers
will be responsible for instructional delivery. There will be from 6 to 24 students in each of the experiments,
and participants will include students with significant or severe disabilities.

Products: Based on project findings, a teachers’ guide to student-directed learning will be developed, field-test-
ed, and widely disseminated. This and other materials will be made available to state directors of special educa-
tion, state education agencies, and interested educators, parents, and other professionals through the Internet and
through local Arc chapters. Direct benefits can be provided to over 300 students in three states, and through the
study’s results, students throughout the country with severe disabilities can learn self-management strategies and
increase their participation and self-determination in their education. '

Grant Number: H023D970507
The Effects of a Supportive Classroom Community on the
Inclusion of Students with Severe Disabilities

Project Director: Fox, Wayne Beginning Date: 11/01/97

University of Vermont Ending Date: 10/31/00
3340 Waterman Building

Burlington, VT 05405
802-656-4031

Fax Number: 802-656-1357
E-mail: wfox@zoo.uvm.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to design, implement, validate, and disseminate effective social support
strategies that are aligned with systemic reform and school improvement initiatives actively involving all stu-
dents, including those with severe disabilities, within general education settings in elementary and middle
schools. The research project will take place within inclusive multi-age classroom settings that are actively par-
ticipating in the Vermont school reform movement and that embrace a program philosophy centered around each
student achieving his or her highest level of personal excellence, self-determination, belonging, and positive
interdependence among peers.
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Method: Sixteen students with severe disabilities fully included in an age-appropriate regular multi-age class-
room in their local school will serve as the sample for this study. Eight of the classrooms will receive the inter-
vention. Data will be collected in intervention and non-intervention classrooms and all other same-age peers in
each site serving as a comparison benchmark. Interventions include a student planning and support process, and
a whole classroom intervention with the following components: greeting, social skills instruction, relationship
building, and pause routine. These data will be included in a curriculum and implemented in the intervention
classrooms. Data will also be collected on intervention sustainability during the third year of the project.

Products: Adoption of the curriculum to be validated by this project can significantly contribute to the inclusion
of all students in general education classrooms. Implementation of the curriculum will also create a learning
environment that provides support to the classroom teacher and encourages parent involvement. The curriculum
will be developed, evaluated, and widely disseminated. Results of the project will be disseminated through a
variety of media. As a result, thousands of children will benefit from being part of inclusive classrooms, both in
Vermont and, as the curriculum is adopted elsewhere, throughout the country.

Grant Number: H023D970509
Testing a Strategy for Computer Based

Assistive Technology Intervention to Support Inclusion
Project Director: Mann, William C. Beginning Date: 1/01/98
State University of New York - Buffalo Ending Date: 12/31/00
Sponsored Programs Admin
The UB Commons, 520 Lee Entrance, Suite 211
Ambherst, NY 14228
716-829-3141

Purpose: Working under the premise of the relationship between training on assistive computer technology
(ACT) and its successful use, the project will conduct a pretest-posttest experimental design study to document
the impact of team training for ACT on inclusion, academic performance, and the total class knowledge and use
of technology for education.

Method: The project will study the relationship between learning and training, specifically, how students with
severe disabilities learn ACT and the training not only of the student but also of the teacher, related service per-
sonnel, and family. This method is called team training for ACT. Besides the expected outcome of demonstrat-
ing a strong positive relationship between team training for ACT and degree of inclusion and academic perform-
ance of students with severe disabilities, the project also expects that all students in the class will benefit from
team training for ACT.

Products.: The impact of the proposed study on policy is expected to have national significance in shaping guide-
lines for the provision of assistive computer technology. The project intends to publish a book of case descrip-
tions documenting the process of evaluation, provision of ACT, and team training in its use. This book is direct-
ed to school personnel across the country who are integrating ACT in their schools.
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Grant Number: H023D970520
Principals’ Project
Project Director: Salisbury, Christine Beginning Date: 7/01/99

Erikson Institute Ending Date: 9/30/00
420 N. Wabash Ave.

Chicago, IL 60611

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to describe, enhance, and replicate effective strategies for ensuring that
students with disabilities are integrally included as part of building-wide school improvement and reform initia-
tives and are accommodated accordingly. Findings from this project will be directed toward influencing the
knowledge and practices of building principals in non-target schools using a participatory approach to dissemi-
nation.

Method: The project’s goal will be addressed through a focused investigation of how ten principals in five states
align inclusive practices with school-wide improvement initiatives and how those decisions and strategies mani-
fest themselves at the school and classroom levels. Specific attention will be given to describing the strategies
administrators use to align general and special education reform initiatives for all learners, maximizing the effec-
tiveness of those strategies, and identifying ways to disseminate findings that will enhance adoption and use by
others. The first 18 months of the project will be devoted to data collection, synthesis, and support activities
with the first cohort of principals in five states. The final 18 months will be devoted to replication and revision
of strategies with a second cohort of 10-15 principals in other districts in these same states for the purpose of
influencing knowledge and practices and addressing identified barriers to adoption and use of effective strate-
gies.

Products: Positive outcomes are expected at the building and classroom levels in terms of changes in how gener-
al and special education reforms are integrated; how students are accommodated in curriculum, instruction, and
assessment activities; and how principals and educators approach problem solving. These individual, classroom,
and school-wide outcomes will be disseminated as findings to the field, other principals, practitioners, and par-
ent information centers in formats designed in partnership with principals, practitioners, and parents. The
impact of project activities on knowledge and practices is anticipated to be significant. At least 10 to 15 elemen-
tary, middle, or high schools serving at least 200 students with disabilities will receive technical support to attain
the identified positive outcomes. At least 10 to 15 principals will receive technical assistance to use an action-
based inquiry approach to developing reform strategies.

o6




Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 49

Grant Number: H324D980006
Sustaining Comprehensive School Reform:

A Comparative Case Study of Success for All
Project Director: Roach, Virginia Beginning Date: 10/01/98
National Association of State Boards of Education Ending Date: 9/30/02
277 S. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-684-4000
Fax Number: 703-836-2313
E-mail: Virginia@nasbe.org
Website: www.nasbe.org

Purpose. Through this project, the National Association of State Boards of Education and the Allegheny
University of the Health Sciences will conduct a four-year study of the sustainability of efforts at comprehensive
school restructuring that have demonstrated positive results for students with disabilities. The successful model
from which this project draws was developed for inner city schools serving large numbers of disadvantaged chil-
dren; the model sought to ensure that every child, including those with disabilities, learned to read in the early
grades.

Method: The project will conduct a comparative case study of four schools to test the results of the model where
sustainment of the model varies. It will assess the sustainability of the model, document outcomes for students
with disabilities, and identify those factors that influence sustainability. In-depth case studies will be conducted
using qualitative research methods and research will be guided by a broad-based conceptual framework that
includes indices to determine whether or not a practice has been sustained and factors likely to influence sustain-
ability.

Products: The study will extend the research base regarding education policy and school restructuring as well as
provide new information about the inclusion of students with disabilities in general education reform. Findings
will be disseminated to a wide variety of stakeholders at state and local levels.

Grant Number: H324D980013
Whole Schooling: A Study of Schools Linking Inclusive Education &

School Reform in Urban & Rural Communities
Project Director: Peterson, J. Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Wayne State University Ending Date: 9/30/01
College of Education
Detroit, MI 48202
313-577-1607

Purpose: This research study assumes an alternative perspective to issues raised by students with and without
disabilities being educated in inclusive settings. Specifically, the study assumes that inclusive education with
disabilities is part of a framework of best educational practices known as whole schooling. This approach
assumes that the primary goal of education is to empower students to become effective citizens in a democracy.
It works toward this goal by including all students in the same learning environment, adapting teaching for
diversity, and building partnerships between teachers and the community and families of students.
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Method.: The research strategies employed by the study will include a state survey of representative schools in
which principals and teachers'will be questioned concerning their approach to curriculum, inclusion of diverse
students, supports and accommodations, and partnerships with parents and families. Observations and inter-
views conducted in a sampling of classrooms will focus on instructional practices for inclusion of students with
disabilities. Six schools will be identified that are engaging in whole schooling practices or using whole school-
ing as a model to guide school reform efforts.

Products: The project will document results that illustrate the relationship between the components of whole
schooling, the tools that can be used by researchers to further such studies, the tools that can be used by educa-
tors at multiple levels for self-assessment and planning, and the classroom practices that can be used to effec-
tively illustrate the research conclusions.

Grant Number: H324D980016

Reading Comprehension in Inclusive Classrooms
Project Director: O’Connor, Rollanda; Zigmond, Naomi Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Pittsburgh Ending Date: 9/30/01
School of Education
4HO1 Forbes Quadrangle
Pittsburgh, PA 15260
412-648-2621
Fax Number: 412-648-7081
E-mail: roconnor+@pitt.edu; naomi+@pitt.edu

Purpose: Significant progress has been made in designing beginning reading instruction for young children with
reading disabilities (RD), but much less is known about children with RD in the intermediate grades who read
very poorly despite several years of instruction and exposure to print. The aim of this research project is to
design and refine reading comprehension approaches that reflect opposing but prevalent perspectives on what
children with RD in grades 3, 4, and 5 need to succeed in general education classrooms. This project will devel-
op and test the most effective methods of improving the reading comprehension of intermediate age students
with RD, and methods for implementing these approaches in general education classrooms.

Method: The project will design theoretically grounded approaches to teaching reading to children with severe
RD in the intermediate grades, determine the efficacy of these approaches, consider the feasibility of implement-
ing the specialized reading instruction in general classroom settings (including identifying facilitating factors),
and measure the reading progress of students with RD in general education classrooms that have successfully
implemented specialized reading instruction. Within a large, urban school system, the project will begin a rigor-
ous test of how to improve reading comprehension instruction in general classroom settings. This project will
involve parents of treated children in evaluating and monitoring project activities, and promote improved align-
ment and compatibilitiy of general and special education. Case studies of teachers who learn to effectively teach
reading to children with RD in their mainstream classes will be conducted. These studies will reveal how the
teachers addressed the difficult balance among student needs, and accomplished the sufficiently focused instruc-
tion to improve the reading of their students with RD.

Products: An extensive manual that details the essential elements of an effective program for teaching and
implementing specialized reading instruction in inclusive classrooms will be produced. This manual will con-
trast factors that relate to more and less successful instruction in inclusive classrooms. It will include units of
instruction that demonstrate how to integrate all of these elements, along with alternatives for students who have
particular difficulties at junctures of the lessons. Sections on how to get started teaching reading to students
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with severe RD in general education classrooms and what the instruction looks like when it proceeds well will
also be included.

Grant Number: H324D980020
Reading Comprehension Interventions that Enhance
Outcomes for English Language Learners with LD

Project Director: Vaughn, Sharon R. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Texas - Austin Ending Date: 9/30/01
Special Education Dept.

P.O. Box 7726

Austin, TX 78713

512-471-4161

Fax Number: 512-471-4061

E-mail: DPBryant@mail.utexas.edu

Purpose: This research project will conduct a series of studies that build and extend the knowledge base on the
essential elements of comprehending text: vocabulary, fluency, and reading comprehension strategies.
Specifically, it will determine the effectiveness of strategies for teaching the essential elements of reading com-
prehension to English language learners with learning disabilities in regular classrooms who spend most or all of
their time there and who are failing to acquire the comprehension skills to learn from print.

Method: Eight studies will be conducted over a three-year period and will address unanswered questions about
the effectiveness of reading comprehension interventions for English language learners with learning disabilities
in regular classrooms. The three interventions to be studied are: vocabulary (semantic mapping and fluency);
repeated partner reading and reading comprehension strategies (before, during, and after reading); and collabora-
tive strategic reading.

Products: This project will help provide instructional methods in reading for teachers who need to use them for
the entire class and meet the special needs of students with disabilities. The development, implementation, and
evaluation of the integrated program of practices examined by this project will help to provide teachers with the
methods to improve reading outcomes for students who are English language learners and who also have disabil-
ities. The dissemination plan of this project will ensure that all key stakeholders have access to the information
from these studies.

Grant Number: H324D980022
PROJECT BRIDGE: An Examination of a Model for Linking Research to

Practice for Students with High Incidence Disabilities in Reading

Project Director: Vaughn, Sharon R.; Chard, David Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Texas - Austin Ending Date: 12/31/02
Dept. of Special Education

P.O. Box 7726

Austin, TX 78713-7726
512-471-5716
Fax Number: 512-471-4061

Purpose: The goal of this project, PROJECT BRIDGE, is to make explicit a research-to-practice link by imple-
menting three documented effective instructional practices. These practices illustrate the principles that form the
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basis of this project’s conceptual framework. In addition, the framework explicates the roles of teachers and
schools in effective professional development programs, which will be implemented and evaluated through
PROJECT BRIDGE.

Method: This research project will be a collaborative venture between the University of Texas Center for
Reading and Language Arts and four Texas schools, including two intervention schools and two comparison
schools. Approximately 38 general education teachers who have students with high-incidence disabilities in
their classes (Grades 3 - 5) and 14 special education teachers have agreed to participate. Twenty students with
high-incidence disabilities, 20 low achieving students, and 20 average-to-high achieving students from each
school will also participate. The project will be implemented in three phases: 1) Set Up, an opportunity to assess
the school culture, conduct pre-tests, establish the researcher/teacher partnership, and establish timelines; 2) Start
Up, the implementation phase, in which teachers learn and implement the three instructional practices; and 3)
Follow Up, in which the extent to which the instructional practices were sustained and factors that influenced
their use will be examined. Both quantitative and qualitative data will be collected to determine academic and
social outcomes for students.

Products: Procedures for collaboration between teachers and their efforts to mediate the knowledge base from
the instructional practices into their own routines will be documented. It is expected that the findings from this
project will directly influence the knowledge base about bridging the gap between research and practice.
Findings will be disseminated at the national level through conference presentations, journal articles, and chap-
ters in books that influence administrators and practitioners.

Grant Number: H324D980028
Las Disabilidades Dentro del Contexto Cultural: Perspectivas Familares y de

Proveadore de Servicios de Intervencion Temprana
Project Director: Eiserman, William; Moore, Susan Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Colorado - Boulder Ending Date: 9/30/01
Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences
Campus Box 19
Boulder, CO 80309-0019
303-492-5284

Purpose: This qualitative research study will examine the divergent and complex ways that families’ sociocultu-
ral and linguistic backgrounds influence the early intervention processes of young children with disabilities who
are English language learners. The study will focus on families from Hispanic, Spanish-speaking backgrounds
and service providers and will explore how this population interprets various concepts related to disability and
family involvement.

Method: The study will generate hypotheses and questions grounded in the living experience of families from
Spanish-speaking backgrounds. It will include focus groups, interviews with 30 families and 30 service
providers over three years, case studies, and a large sample survey of families and service providers.

Products: The study will generate a set of cultural narratives, reliable hypotheses and questions, and findings
from the large sample survey that will examine the generalizability of the qualitative findings. The narratives
and questions will examine the subtle yet significant diversity within a given socioeconomic and linguistically
diverse population. Information gleaned from this study will help early intervention providers to better under-
stand cultural issues and create family-directed processes that build upon the strengths of the family and child,
use natural supports, and facilitate family participation in community-based settings.
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Grant Number: H324D980029
Sustaining Inclusion and Restructuring

Project Director: Sindelar, Paul T.; Webb, Rodman Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Florida Ending Date: 12/31/02
G-315 NRN

Gainesville, FL 32611-7050

352-392-0701

Fax Number: 352-392-2655

E-mail: pts@coe.ufl.edu; RWEBB@COE.UFL.EDU

Purpose: The importance of Project SIR (Sustaining Inclusion and Reform) is to study what happens to the
inclusion programs previously developed by the project, to identify variables that influence the sustainability of
this innovation, and to ascertain whether an innovation intended to promote school-to-school diffusion will suc-
ceed when research is complete.

Method. Project SIR will study whether teacher-developed inclusion innovations at two schools have been sus-
tained and whether either school has assisted additional schools in developing inclusion programs. The project
will conduct nested case studies of the two schools, will describe what happens to the innovations, and will iden-
tify the variables that sustain and constrain them. The project will conduct micro-, meso-, exo-, and macro-sys-
tems analyses. The project will also conduct a case study of the lateral diffusion of innovation from school-to-
school.

Products: Training manuals will be disseminated to schools interested in restructuring and inclusion. Project
staff also will work with district and state personnel to reach school practitioners through developing a World
Wide Web site. Manuscripts will be submitted to professional journals, and project findings will be presented at
national and state conferences. Results will be disseminated to school audiences through the school-to-school
dissemination efforts and via newsletters, workshops, and conferences of regional and national reform networks.
The project staff will also network with the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)-funded dissemination
and technical assistance providers.

Grant Number: H324D980030
Early Childhood Interventions: Synthesis with Implications for
Practitioners, Parents, and Researchers

Project Director: Vaughn, Sharon Beginning Date: 11/01/98
University of Texas - Austin Ending Date: 10/30/00
Department of Special Education

P.O. Box 7726

Austin, TX 78713-7726
512-471-5716

Purpose: This project will conduct a comprehensive, integrated synthesis of research on the effects of early
childhood interventions for children (ages 3-5) with disabilities. The research to be reviewed will include all
intervention studies with children with developmental and other identified disabilities. The interventions will
include those in the areas of language and communication, social skills, peer relations, and technology. The
project is motivated by the difficulties experienced by young children with disabilities in a variety of settings, by
the impact that early intervention can have on the children’s current functioning and subsequent development,
and by the need to understand which interventions are really effective and ought to be more widely adopted.
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Method: The project combines the methodological strengths of three approaches to research synthesis: meta-
analysis (analysis across studies), traditional narrative review, and multivocal synthesis (integration of practition-
er and stakeholder insights into the empirical knowledge base). The synthesis will address which interventions
can be associated with positive outcomes for children with disabilities, which aspects of children’s functioning
can be most strongly affected by these interventions, and the implications of the findings for the design and
implementations of interventions for these children.

Products: This research synthesis will provide parents, teachers, child care personnel, researchers, and educa-
tional and political leaders with guidance concerning effective early interventions that can produce more positive
outcomes for young children with disabilities.

Grant Number.: H324D980033

Synthesizing and Disseminating Recommended Practices in EI/ECSE
Project Director: Smith, Barbara J. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Colorado - Denver Ending Date: 9/30/01
Education/CCEL Campus Box 173364
Denver, CO 80217-3364
303-620-4579
Fax Number: 303-620-4588

Purpose: Research in Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education (EI/ECSE) has reported practices
that can improve outcomes for young children with disabilities. However, the widespread adoption of these rec-
ommended practices has been hampered by the need for: 1) a current and thorough synthesis of the knowledge
base; 2) the effective translation and dissemination of this information for families, practitioners, and administra-
tors; and 3) an understanding of administrative and systems change supports necessary to implement and sustain
high quality services to children and families. The purpose of this project is to address all three of these chal-
lenges and to improve outcomes for children with disabilities, ages birth through five years, by fostering the use
of the professional knowledge base through: 1) providing a synthesis of research; 2) translating, disseminating,
and providing training related to the research synthesis in user-friendly formats for practitioners, families,
administrators, and training/technical assistance providers; and 3) addressing the administrative and systems
change foundations necessary for long-term adoption of quality practices.

Method: In Phase 1, the project will synthesize the knowledge base by critically reviewing extant literature,
gathering the subjective views of stakeholders and using established methods to synthesize and summarize the
knowledge base. In Phase 2, the project will develop and disseminate products in preferred formats for maxi-
mum usability, prepare and field-test products, disseminate the recommended practices nationwide, and provide
regional and national training. In Phase 3, the project will identify and incorporate systems change strategies to
establish sustainable change in the quality of services. The project will prepare high tech products to accompany
the print products produced in Phase 2; disseminate systems change and administrative strategies necessary for
the sustainable adoption of recommended practices; and collaborate with national stakeholder groups to provide
information to their constituents who represent key consumer groups.

Products: This project will have the following impact: 1) products that translate research findings into practice;
2) adoption of recommended practices by practitioners because the information is user-friendly; 3) administra-
tive and policy supports for state and local administrators linking these indirect supports to program improve-
ment and improved child outcomes; 4) parents who are better able to select high quality programs and assist in
the improvement of programs; 5) personnel with a knowledge and use of effective practices; and 6) better out-
comes for children with disabilities, their families, and the personnel who serve them.
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Grant Number: H324D980036

Benchmarks of Exemplary Achievement in Middle Schools (BEAMS)
Project Director: Hughes, Marie Tejero; Elbaum, Batya Beginning Date. 1/01/99
University of Miami Ending Date: 12/31/01
School of Education
P.O. Box 248065
Coral Gables, FL 33124-2040
305-284-2470
Fax Number: 305-284-4218
E-mail: elbaum@miami.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to develop a knowledge base on how middle schools can achieve exem-
plary learning results for students with disabilities in the context of improving learning results for all students.

Method: In the first phase of the study, the project will develop a consensus on the definition of exemplary
learning results for students with disabilities, will examine multiple measures and indicators of such outcomes,
and will identify four schools in southeastern Florida that are achieving exemplary learning results. The second
phase will study each of these schools using a multiple case study approach. Individual perspectives and experi-
ences will be integrated with school-level case studies to identify the factors that contribute to positive results at
each school. Analysis of the case studies will help reveal the processes by which the identified factors at each
school contribute to positive student outcomes. In the final phase, a cross-case analysis will help identify a criti-
cal core of factors that account for positive results at all four schools.

Products: The cross-case analyses developed in the final phase of this project are likely to generalize to numer-
ous middle schools throughout the nation. The knowledge gained through the analysis of factors relating to
exemplary achievement for students with disabilities in middle schools will provide invaluable guidance for
schools in their efforts to enable all students to achieve similar results.

Grant Number: H324D980040
An Examination of an Alternative Early Intervention Service Delivery Model for

Latino Families Whose Children are English Language Learners

Project Director: Bruder, Mary Beth Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Connecticut Ending Date: 9/30/01
School of Medicine, Pediatrics

263 Farmington Avenue MC-6222

Farmington, CT 06030-6222

860-679-4632

Purpose: This research project will investigate an alternative service delivery model for infants, toddlers, and
their families who are of Latino heritage, use Spanish as their primary language, and who are eligible for early
intervention services through Part C of IDEA. The study will include children who have a range of disabilities
and behaviors and who function at varying levels. The families will be from differing socioeconomic groups, all
of whom are English language learners.

Method: The research design will contain an experimental comparison of two service delivery. models: tradition-
al early intervention, and early intervention designed to promote learning within family-defined activity settings.
Measures will include indices of child development and behavior, family background, beliefs, and experiences.
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They will also include service delivery characteristics, including cost, use of natural environments for learning,
type and intensity of specialized services, type and quality of family service goals, and English language use in
activity settings. The last of these outcomes will be measured across both parents and children.

Products: As a result of its investigation, this project expects to measure the influence of several major factors in
the lives of the families under study: the home settings and community settings that can serve as learning con-
texts; the influence of family factors, cultural values, and beliefs on those settings; the best approaches for using
home and community settings as learning contexts; the service provision processes and products that can pro-
mote these contexts and the practices that can increase learning opportunities in them; and the benefits of these
settings to family members, particularly regarding the impact on child development, family functioning, partici-
pation in intervention services, and English use and proficiency.

Grant Number: H324D980041
Sustainability of ClassWide Peer Tutoring:

An Effective Instructional Intervention for Students with Disabilities in

Inclusive and Special Education Classroom Settings
Project Director: Utley, Cheryl Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Kansas - Kansas City Ending Date: 12/31/02
Schiefelbusch Institute for Life Span Studies
Juniper Gardens Children’s Project
650 Minnesota Avenue, Second Floor
Kansas City, KS 66101
913-321-3143
Fax Number: 913-371-8522
E-mail: cautley@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

Purpose: This research project will focus on the contexts that sustain quality use of classwide peer tutoring
(CWPT) as an effective instructional intervention for students with disabilities in inclusive and special education
classroom settings. Past research has shown that, when using CWPT compared to traditional instructional meth-
ods, students at risk of and with disabilities achieve spelling and reading skills at a faster rate, retain more of
what they learn, and make greater advances in social competence.

Method: Research activities in this project will examine the extent to which CWPT has been shown to be effec-
tive and sustained beyond the existence of prior projects, the factors that influence the level of sustainability, and
the type and support strategies employed during initial implementation stages over time.

Products: The expected outcomes will be a new knowledge base on school and classroom contexts that sustain
quality use of CWPT interventions across multiple sites. Research evidence generated by the project will report
on the effectiveness of CWPT in urban and suburban school districts, and generate new knowledge concerning
how CWPT interventions can be sustained in inclusive and special education classroom settings. It will produce
information on how to widen the scale of use of CWPT in classrooms, and how to promote effectiveness, uti-
lization, acceptability, and teacher support. Research and practice knowledge will be disseminated to teachers,
school administrators, parents, and policymakers at local, state, and federal levels.
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Grant Number: H324D980044

Beacons of Excellence: Case Studies of Three Early Intervention Systems
Project Director: Harbin, Gloria Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/01
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center
137 East Franklin Street, Nations Bank Plaza, Suite 300
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919-962-7369
Fax Number: 919-962-7328
E-mail: gloria_harbin@unc.edu

Purpose: This project will study the implementation of federal policy relating to the reform of service provision
to infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. It extends the research of the Early Childhood
Research Institute on Service Utilization to further understand coordinated early intervention service systems.
This study will specifically delineate the child and family outcomes of service delivery, the elements of exem-
plary early intervention service systems, and the factors which support that service delivery and its outcomes.

Method: Researchers will use an ecological framework to understand the range of factors needed to support
exemplary results. Case studies of three communities will integrate data from mixed methods collected from
stakeholders at all ecology levels. Collaboration among state agency administrators, local program administra-
tors, service providers, families, and researchers will encourage a learning community for research and practice.

Products: In addition to the usual dissemination methods for articles, reports, and presentations, the project will
develop a handbook to be used by local early intervention service personnel to evaluate and improve their serv-
ice systems. Thus, the research results from these case studies will be synthesized and disseminated directly to
the service providers. State administrators will help narrow the gap between research and practice by providing
technical assistance to communities in the use of the handbook.

Grant Number: H324D980045
Inclusion 2000: Modeling Urban School Success
Project Director: Wesley, Stephen J. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Institute Ending Date: 9/30/01
801 Buchanan Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20017
202-529-0500

Purpose: The Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Institute (JPKI) and the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) will
conduct a directed research project to identify new or improved strategies for improving academic performance
and outcomes for all students within a framework that promotes effective access to the general curriculum in
regular classrooms and nonsegregated extracurricular activities for special education students as components of
systemic education reform in an urban multicultural school district. The project will create a collaborative part-
nership among Birney Elementary School, Kramer Middle School, Anacostia Senior High School, and JPKI to
carry out project objectives and activities.

Method: As a complement to the National Institute on Urban School Improvement (NIUSI), in which DCPS and
JPKI are teamed, this project will deliver resources and test strategies that enable children who have disabilities,
are at risk of school failure, or are at risk of dropping out to. remain in their home schools and be successful.

The project will also target the schools’ teachers and administrators, providing and studying the impact of strong
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professional development and technical assistance efforts to increase their internal capacities. It will place con-
siderable emphasis on developing practices and processes that assure smooth transitions between early childhood
programs and elementary school, between elementary and middle school, between middle and senior high
school, and between senior high school and work and/or postsecondary/continuing education. The project will
establish three research sites to develop, field test, and analyze strategies to: 1) increase the numbers of students
with disabilities who are successfully educated in regular education classrooms and participate in nonsegregated
extracurricular activities in their neighborhood schools; 2) increase the capacity and confidence of school per-
sonnel to serve children with identified disabilities and other special learning challenges; 3) reduce the numbers
of students referred for placement outside the regular education classroom, their neighborhood school, or the
public school system, and 4) reduce the number of students referred for special education assessments because
they experience learning and behavioral problems at key transition points in their school careers. The project
will identify, describe and examine, together with project partners, questions related to the following: 1) the
impact of inclusion on school reform and school reform on inclusion; 2) effective instructional and other strate-
gies and interventions in assisting students with disabilities and other students at risk for low achievement to be
successful in general education settings; 3) implementation of grade-level academic standards and authentic
assessment practices for students with disabilities and other students with diverse learning strengths and require-
ments; 4) system administrative and other supports at the classroom, building, and community levels to meet the
needs of diverse learners; and 5) social and behavioral support strategies that foster cohesive school and class-
room communities that promote positive interaction between students with disabilities and same age peers. The
theory undergirding this study is that inclusive schooling practices can be the engine that drives general educa-
tion reform to the benefit of all students. The project will confirm the theory or offer a revised theory on the
relationship of inclusion and school reform in the urban school system. The project will also guide the creation
of assets maps and school portfolios for each school as a dynamic and ongoing planning and evaluation process;
support existing or assist in creating new school-wide structures that increase schools’ internal capacity for solv-
ing difficult educational challenges; and guide each school’s community to implement a self-evaluation process
to assess the effectiveness of the models developed in the school and measure their impact on children with dis-
abilities. The project will be linked directly to the resources of the NIUSI, a five-year initiative to promote the
successful inclusion of students with disabilities in regular education as part of the school-wide and system-wide
school improvement initiatives through substantial leadership, resource, and professional development support.

Products: Products for local and national dissemination to researcher and practitioner audiences include written
and video case studies, replication manuals, presentations at local and national meetings, journal articles, profes-
sional development guides (macro), training guides (micro), and project evaluation reports.

Grant Number: H324D980051
Engaging the Text: Reciprocal Teaching and Questioning Strategies in a Scaffolded

Learning Environment

Project Director: Pisha, Bart Beginning Date: 12/01/98
CAST, Inc. Ending Date: 11/30/01
39 Cross Street

Peabody, MA 01960

978-531-8555

Fax Number: 978-531-0192

E-mail: bpisha@cast.org

Website: www.cast.org

Purpose: For students with learning disabilities, the process of decoding words requires so much effort that they
are often unable to approach text strategically to construct its meaning. In spite of having been taught helpful
strategies which have been shown to be successful in helping students, they simply do not have the time or
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resources to implement them consistently. A common solution in the face of such limitations is to multiply lim-
ited capacity with better tools. This project will investigate whether there are better classroom tools available to
support students with learning disabilities in becoming strategic readers.

Method: The project will use existing strategies for teaching students with learning disabilities, but will apply
those strategies in the context of a more supportive technology than those usually found in the classrooms. The
project will combine promising strategies with supportive technologies and then assess whether this combination
creates a better environment for both the teaching and learning. The teaching strategies the project will use are
adopted from the Reciprocal Teaching Method which has been developed and researched over the last two
decades. The project will integrate methods for developing active reading strategies within traditional curricular
content that has been significantly enhanced through text-to-speech and speech-to-text technologies. In this dig-
ital form there will be many supports for the apprentice reader—both decoding and strategy development. These
new highly supportive curricular materials will provide scaffolding for students during instruction and practice.
As the student develops competency in active reading, electronic and pedagogical supports will be gradually
withdrawn. CAST will assess the success of this method in helping learning disabled middle school students
develop comprehension skills and achieve success that is evident across reading contexts through a systematic,
controlled evaluation of the method.

Products: This study will provide research that can guide curriculum designers and publishers to use tools such
as digital versions of materials, Ultimate Reader, or other text-to-speech engines to make better environments for
students with learning disabilities. The project will also provide research-based evidence that the creation of
more inclusive materials is of benefit to the students for whom they are intended. By heavily scaffolding the
low-level information-processing demands of text, the project will be able to investigate the learning of higher-
order skills critical in “reading to learn.” Positive results will encourage similar projects and products, creating
learning environments that are more carefully designed for students with learning disabilities. As a result, stu-
dents will not only learn comprehension strategies, but they will learn about their own styles of learning and
that, with proper tools, they can be effective and engaged students within highly demanding curricula. The proj-
ect may learn new things about which teaching strategies effectively support learning disabled students in the
comprehension of written texts, as well as whether particular uses of digital tools and curriculum can help sup-
plement this learning. Parents of learning disabled students will have information about particular teaching
strategies and digital support items that are likely to help their children succeed in school.

Grant Number: H324D980057
Sustaining Promising Innovations:

Sustaining a Self-Directed Future for Students in Transition
Project Director: Doren, Bonnie; Halpern, Andrew S. Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Oregon Ending Date: 12/31/03
c/o Research Services Administration
5219 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403
541-346-1413

Purpose: The purpose of this project includes: 1) research the factors that affect the sustained use of an instruc-
tional program that teaches students how to do self-directed transition planning; 2) research the immediate and
longer-term impact of the instructional program on participating students; and 3) document the critical factors
that either promote or hinder the sustainability of the instructional program and disseminate project findings in a
variety of formats that target researchers, practitioners and consumers.
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Method: In order to accomplish these goals, the project will conduct in-depth “longitudinal” case studies draw-
ing upon a sample of existing sites in New York and Utah. The project will employ a multiple-method, multi-
ple-case embedded design that will be structured by a conceptual framework of sustained use.

Products: Products for researchers, practitioners, and consumers will be developed. Case study reports contain-
ing detailed descriptions of the project’s case study methods, major findings related to the project’s conceptual
framework for sustainability, and recommendations for future research will be available to researchers.
Manuscripts will be developed for publication in journals that target researchers and findings will be presented
at state, regional, and national conferences. Practitioners’ Guides will be developed and presented to the pro-
ject’s participating teachers and administrators in the cross-site focus groups, the state liaisons, and external
evaluators. These guides will be disseminated in a variety of formats (e.g., Internet web page, hard copy for-
mats) and through various mechanisms (e.g., Western Regional Resource Center, state liaisons, collaborators in
other states). Consumers’ Guides will be developed that will target parents and students. These guides will con-
tain recommendations for students and parents on how to become active participants in an instructional program
that teaches students how to be self-directed in making future plans. These guides will also be available in a
variety of formats through various mechanisms.

Grant Number: H324D980065

Studying the Sustainability of Four SED Prevention Projects
Project Director: Fitzgerald, Martha Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Vermont Ending Date: 12/31/02
College of Education
340 Waterman Building
Burlington, VT 05405
802-656-8551

Purpose: The purpose of this Sustainability Project is to study the implementation of practices found to be effec-
tive as early interventions for students who may otherwise develop emotional or behavioral disabilities. It will
examine and test the sustainability of four culturally diverse and successful education reform efforts at least one
year after the original researchers were involved.

Method.: The project will investigate the results of four federally funded projects on early intervention and will
address questions relating to the sustainability and results of the projects. Data will be acquired through contex-
tual analysis of participants’ daily lives, and through interviews, document analysis, and on-site observation. A
multiple-case design will compare and contrast data from the four sites to develop a compelling theory of sus-
tainability. Quantitative measures of student outcomes will be obtained and compared with the results of meas-
ures taken on the same or similar students in the original projects, to determine whether changes in the school’s
approach have affected student results.

Products. The result of this project’s investigation into the sustainability of practices will be a clear explication
of the interventions, the support structure that is necessary to maintain the interventions, and verification of the
effectiveness of the interventions, as well as specific guidelines and caveats to consider in replication of the
interventions.
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Grant Number: H324D980066
Beacons of Excellence in the Promotion of

Language Development of Infants and Young Children

Project Director: Walker, Dale Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Kansas - Kansas City Ending Date.: 12/31/01
Schiefelbusch Institute for Life Span Studies

Juniper Gardens Children’s Project

650 Minnesota

Kansas City, KS 66101

913-321-3143

Fax Number: 913-371-8522

E-mail: walkerd@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

Purpose: This project will improve the knowledge base regarding factors in early childhood programs that con-
tribute to exemplary communication and language outcomes for infants and young children who are at risk for
or who have disabilities. The project’s premise is that optimal outcomes related to language development of
young children are the product of interactions between biological factors and learning opportunities provided to
children in their caregiving environments. The prevalence of language impairments and delays in children with
disabilities and the importance of language skills to later development and academic outcomes underscore the
importance of early identification of caregiving factors related to exemplary language outcomes.

Method: The project will identify factors associated with positive language outcomes for three groups of
infants/young children: those with established disabilities, those at risk for delays, and those who are typically
developing. The extent to which factors in early childcare programs contribute to exemplary developmental
gains will be analyzed longitudinally. Those interactions associated with exemplary outcomes will be document-
ed, along with the program features of each of the participating childcare sites. Those practices associated most
highly. with exemplary child outcomes will be identified as “beacon practices.”

Products: Benefits and products of this project include syntheses of the knowledge base regarding program fac-

tors that contribute to exemplary language gains of young children, the development and validation of interven-

tions based on caregiver practices that promote language, and the broad dissemination of results to parents, child
care providers, and researchers.

Grant Number: H324D980068
Wisconsin Youth Apprenticeship Program
Project Director: Phelps, L. Allen ‘ Beginning Date: 1/01/99
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 12/31/01
750 University Avenue
Madison, WI 53706
608-263-2714

Purpose: Since 1992, Wisconsin’s Youth Apprenticeship (YA) program has provided rigorous learning experi-
ences in 16 industries (e.g., health services, manufacturing, finance) for high school juniors and seniors. The
two-year program combines school-based learning with work-based learning at an approved business or industry
setting. Program participation provides students with the following: career exploration, entry level technical
skills, an employment training plan (that for students with disabilities is linked to their Individualized Education
Program), a network of supportive adults, a state-issued and industry-recognized Certificate of Occupational
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Proficiency, wages, and a diploma. Program graduates receive 6-12 advanced standing credits in Wisconsin
Technical College associate degree programs. This research project will use intensive case study methods to
examine the quality of the learning experiences (e.g., students’ work and portfolios), accommodations and sup-
port strategies, and post-school outcomes for 20 to 30 youth with disabilities who have completed the Wisconsin
Youth Apprenticeship Program since 1995.

Method: Matched samples of non-disabled and non-YA participating graduates will be selected from the same
high schools and studied to understand the overall benefits of the YA program, as well as the accommodation
strategies. A team of university researchers, local educators, and teacher education students will compile the
case studies of graduates and their programs using personal interviews, document analysis, and other action
research methods.

Products: The cross-case analysis will produce: 1) a guidebook of best practices for serving youth with disabili-
ties in work-based learning; 2) a series of profiles describing the experiences of individual youth with disabilities
completing the YA program; and 3) two to three articles for submission to mainstream education journals (e.g.,
Educational Leadership). The dissemination plan includes an interactive, cross-linked Website; joint dissemina-
tion efforts with key research and technical assistance projects funded by the Office of Special Education
Programs and other U.S. Department of Education offices; and hosting a national seminar featuring opportuni-
ties for participants to visit high quality YA programs.

Grant Number: H324D980069

Synthesize Research on Self-Determination and Self-Advocacy
Project Director: Wood, Wendy M. Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of North Carolina - Charlotte Ending Date: 9/30/00
College of Education
9201 University City Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28223
704-547-3734
Fax Number: 704-547-2916
Website: www.uncc.edu/sdsp

Purpose: This project will synthesize, corroborate, and communicate the professional knowledge base on the
effects of self-determination and self-advocacy interventions in order to improve, expand, and accelerate the use
of this knowledge by the professionals who serve children and youth with disabilities and their parents.

Method.: The project will develop hypotheses with input from key stakeholders to focus the project and enhance
the usability and validity of the synthesis activities and outcomes. It will review, analyze, and evaluate the liter-
ature on self determination (SD) and self advocacy (SA) to identify trends, areas of agreement and disagreement,
unanswered questions, and gaps in the knowledge base. Through an analysis of four exemplar sites, the project
will examine the SD/SA practices being implemented, the environments where these practices are flourishing,
and the outcomes being achieved.

Products: The synthesis developed by this project will help in the assimilation of best practices relating to
SD/SA by practitioners. The successful products and procedures developed and/or disseminated by this project
will help communicate these best practices through technical assistance and information networks.

70




Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 63

Grant Number: H324D980070
Project PAR: Investigating Participation, Accommodation, and

Reporting Practices with the Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT)

Project Director: DeStefano, Lizanne; Shriner, James Beginning Date: 10/01/98
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign Ending Date: 9/30/01
Bureau of Educational Research, 236 Education Bldg.

1310 South Sixth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-244-9318

Fax Number: 217-244-0538

E-mail: destefan@uiuc.edu; jshriner@uiuc.edu

Purpose: Through a series of descriptive, comparative, and experimental studies involving students with disabil-
ities in the lllinois Standards Assessment Test (ISAT), the project will investigate three main issues: 1) improv-
ing meaningful participation of students with disabilities in large-scale assessments; 2) use of appropriate
accommodations for students with disabilities; and 3) improved, meaningful reporting of participation and per-
formance in general state assessment programs.

Method: Descriptive studies will include policy interpretation and implementation analyses that will systemati-
cally examine the impact and efficacy of processes used by decision-makers from the beginning (student partici-
pation) to the end (reporting and use of results) of the state assessment. Comparative studies will include analy-
sis of data the project will collect independently to supplement the state assessment. The project will examine
patterns of participation and accommodation decisions that exist under IDEA 97, their appropriateness, and the
performance of students with disabilities with and without accommodations on state assessments. The project
will investigate the extent to which accommodations are independent of the desired constructs of measurement
interest. Finally, experimental studies of both group and single-subject designs will be used to investigate issues
of reliability and validity of the reading and mathematics subtests of the ISAT.

Products: This research will help validate assessment participation and accommodation practices in the state and
justify future policy directions that support the goals of IDEA 97. The studies will provide policy-makers in
Illinois with evidence generated outside of the policy realm that can be used to make decisions affecting a huge
number of students. The project’s work is potentially generalizable to other states.

Grant Number: H324D980074
Integrating Curriculum for All Students
Project Director: Kiernan, William Beginning Date: 10/01/98
Children’s Hospital of Boston : Ending Date: 9/30/01
Institute for Community Inclusion
300 Longwood Avenue
Boston, MA 02115

Purpose: This project will research the effectiveness of an intervention that will address the requirements of
both the 1997 Reauthorization of IDEA (PL 105-17) and School-to-Work (STW) Opportunities Act of 1994 and
that will result in an integrated curriculum that offers students of all abilities the highest quality education and
the best preparation for adult life.
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Method: The Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI), in partnership with the Federation for Children with
Special Needs, will work collaboratively with two urban school districts to research the effectiveness of an inte-
grated curriculum that includes all students, including those with severe disabilities in general curriculum and in
regular classrooms. This research project will develop building-based Curriculum Review Committees at each
intervention site that will use the National Consortium for Product Quality Standards to identify benchmarks
present in quality STW curriculum and will use “Integrating STW with Massachusetts Education Reform” to
review and adjust current curricula. Additionally, the project will train Transdisciplinary Teacher Support Teams
(TTSTs) on promising practices, such as integrating technology into curriculum and instruction, collaborative
teaming, differentiated instruction, problem-based learning, and cooperative learning strategies. The project will
specifically conduct the following activities: 1) research the effectiveness of the interventions outlined below in
terms of assisting students with disabilities in gaining access to and success in the general curriculum in regular
ninth grade classrooms and of improving the career planning process for all students, including those from
diverse cultures, and then develop a blueprint that chronicles specific activities employed by each district to pro-
mote replication in other school districts; 2) develop and facilitate Curriculum Review Committees at the high
school level, composed of representative stakeholders (e.g., curricufum coordinators, department heads, teachers,
STW partners, students, parents, employers) to review and adjust ninth grade curricula in two urban districts so
that they integrate STW activities and SCAN Skills, along with curriculum frameworks, and incorporate promis-
ing practices; 3) develop Transdisciplinary Teacher Support Teams in each high school that assist educators,
through training and technical assistance, to implement promising practices and to guide ninth graders with dis-
abilities, including those with severe disabilities and from diverse cultures, to choose courses and access general
curricula in regular classes; and 4) provide outreach activities and educate a minimum of 300 families in partici-
pating urban school districts on the benefits of curricular adjustment and education reform for all students.

Products: Research results will be disseminated throughout the state and nation via the ICI World Wide Web
site, mailings, clearinghouses, and professional organizations.

Grant Number: H324D990005

Supporting Achievement of Students with Disabilities in High Poverty Schools
Project Director: Lara, Julia Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Council of Chief State School Officers Ending Date: 9/30/02
One Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20001-1431
202-336-7042
Fax Number: 202-408-8072
E-mail: Juliab@ccsso.org

Purpose: The goal of this research project is to identify and describe practices that support the achievement of
students with disabilities enrolled in high-achieving, high-poverty schools. There is a paucity of findings that
showcase effective practices focusing on students with disabilities in the context of high-poverty schools. This
study will address this gap and inform classroom practices.

Method: This project represents a collaborative effort between two national organizations, the Council of Chief
State School Officers and the National Association of State Directors of Special Education. The study will use a
qualitative approach to capturing successful practices in five elementary schools in the state of Texas. The
schools were selected because they had the following characteristics: high poverty and achievement, low rate of
exemption of students with disabilities, and ethnic diversity. The research team will gather information from
school personnel, district and state officials, and students’ parents. Data collection methods will consist of indi-
vidual and focus group interviews, classroom observations, student shadowing, and record reviews.
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Products: At the end of the three-year period, the project will develop a case studies report, an analysis of state
policies and practices, and a self-assessment guide for local practitioners. The findings will reach a broad audi-
ence of stakeholders and will have implications for both policy and practice.

Grant Number: H324D990006

Instructional Interventions and Results for Children with Disabilities
Project Director: Stephens, Thomas M. Beginning Date: 9/09/99
University of Dayton Ending Date: 9/08/02
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-0104
614-785-1163
Fax Number: 614-785-0513
E-mail: stephens@ssco.esu.k12.oh.us

Purpose: The University of Dayton, in collaboration with the Columbus Public Schools, will implement a com-
prehensive intervention model that combines instructional modifications, curricular modifications, and social
skills instruction. This intervention model is designed to increase the capacity and skills of parents, teachers,
and educational service personnel to provide expanded services for and access to the general curriculum to stu-
dents with disabilities. Specifically, the intervention is designed to increase reading ability, improve social skills,
and develop diverse academic and social needs of high school students with severe emotional disturbances
(SED), learning disabilities (LD), and developmental handicaps (DH).

Method: The proposed intervention will involve one school for the control group and two schools for the treat-
ment group for each year of the project. Each group will contain 100 ninth-grade students diagnosed with SED,
LD, and/or DH. Students from both groups will undergo rigorous pre- and post-testing. Work study coordina-
tors and regular and special educators will be trained in the social skills intervention methodology and strategies
for extending reading supports within the home. Parents will receive training in the social skills intervention
methodology and strategies for extending and reinforcing social skills intervention.

Products: Project results will determine the best intervention to support academic and social achievement and
expanded access to the general education curriculum for student participants. The project will demonstrate the
impact parental involvement has on student achievement. The ultimate outcome of this intervention is to
improve performance outcomes on state and local achievement measures for high school students with disabili-
ties. Project results will be widely disseminated.
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Grant Number: H324D990012
Evaluating the Constructivist School Change Model: Improving the Delivery of

Services to Children with Disabilities from High Poverty Backgrounds
Project Director: Zambone, Alana; Cambone, Joseph; Ramos, Jacquelyn Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Education Development Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
55 Chapel Street
Newton, MA 02458-1060
617-969-7100
Fax Number: 617-969-3440
E-mail: AZambone@edc.org

Purpose: Across the United States, children of color and children who are poor are overrepresented and misrep-
resented in special education, leading to erroneous service planning. Consequently, children are placed at
greater developmental risk, while school system resources are being drained. The goal of this research study is
to identify and examine—through a grounded theory analysis—the beliefs, organizational structures, and power
and authority structures of school districts, and to document the relationship between a systems-level interven-
tion model and changes in the beliefs and structures of five school districts around the country.

Method: Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC) and The Walker Home and School (Walker) will conduct a
three-year research study to examine the Constructive School Change (CSC) model. Designed to help districts
examine their deep-seated beliefs about poverty, race, and disability, the model also helps leverage change at all
levels of the school organization in order to reverse practices that have limited the opportunities for many stu-
dents. First, the project will identify factors that influence the misidentification of children. The project will
.then evaluate CSC to identify how districts can create and use new organizational structures, policies, proce-
dures, knowledge, and skills to improve services for all children, especially those with disabilities.

Products: The project will culminate in case materials, a monograph, and a tool to support replication efforts.
Disseminated through EDC’s network of research and technical assistance centers and Walker’s school and
teacher networks, the project will reach more than 500 schools in 25 states.

Grant Number: H324D990014 R
Functional Communication, Attention, and
Collaboration in Early Childhood (FACEC)

Project Director: Demchak, Mary Ann Beginning Date: 7/01/99
University of Nevada - Reno Ending Date: 6/30/02
Board of Regents of UCCN

OBO MS 325

Reno, NV 89557-0035
775-784-4961

Fax Number: 775-327-5220
E-mail: mad@unr.edu

Purpose. The purpose of FACEC is to: 1) train teachers and families to implement one of three interventions for
decreasing challenging behavior; 2) decrease rates of challenging behaviors for young children with disabilities;
3) conduct workshops at local, state, and national levels to train teachers and families to implement interventions
designed to decrease challenging behaviors; and 4) disseminate project information through the journals
designed for teachers, teacher training programs, and families.
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Method: This research extends current knowledge by: 1) analyzing generalization information for three interven-
tions designed to decrease challenging behaviors; 2) analyzing the effects of various consequences on challeng-
ing behaviors for each intervention; 3) analyzing training efforts needed for both teachers and families; and 4)
analyzing the effects of parent-implemented versus teacher-implemented intervention. The following single case
experimental designs will be utilized to answer FACEC research questions: reversal, multiple baseline across
activities, alternating treatments, and multi-element. An analysis of variance will be used to assess differences in
effects between parent-implemented and teacher-implemented intervention.

Products: Teachers and families will be provided with new information that will directly affect their intervention
efforts.

Grant Number: H324D990016

Project OUTCOME
Project Director: Hughes, Carolyn; Wehby, Joe Beginning Date: 9/01/99
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 8/31/02
Peabody College
Box 328 Peabody
Nashville, TN 37203-5701
615-322-8186
Fax Number: 615-343-1570
E-mail: carolyn.hughes@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: In order to systematically study effective educational strategies and support for secondary-age students
with emotional disturbance from high-poverty backgrounds, Project OUTCOME will: 1) examine practices to
improve academic, employment, and social outcomes; 2) test systematically the effectiveness of the practices;
and 3) design and disseminate products that can be translated into practice.

Method: During the three-year life of the project, Project OUTCOME will serve 40 students from high-poverty
backgrounds who represent the population of secondary students in metropolitan Nashville Public Schools who
are identified as having emotional disturbance (N=506). These students are 74% male and 70% African-
American, and attend self-contained classrooms for students with emotional disturbance located in four compre-
hensive high schools, in which poverty and dropout rates are 40% or greater. Student participants will receive
Project OUTCOME comprehensive services and support for the entire three years of the project. A comparison
group of 40 students with emotional disturbance from high-poverty backgrounds will receive services and sup-
port as provided by the school district. Student outcomes for both groups will be evaluated at four different time
points during each year of the project using multiple quantitative and qualitative measures.

Products: Project OUTCOME will have an impact on three levels: 1) expanding early intervention services to
secondary-age students with emotional disturbance from high-poverty backgrounds and their families by devel-
oping and disseminating effective practices; 2) developing systems of support to improve student outcomes and
allow full integration into society, employment, and family life; and 3) contributing to the development and dis-
semination of theory, knowledge, and practice in the area of services for youth with emotional disturbance from
high-poverty backgrounds.
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Grant Number: H324D990018

Uncovering and Enhancing the Mathematics Know-How of Disabled Students
Project Director: Bottge, Brian; Hernandez, Victor Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 8/31/02
1025 W. Johnson St.
Madison, WI 53706-1796
608-265-4095
Fax Number: 608-263-6448
E-mail: bbottge@soemadison.wisc.edu

Purpose: The goal of this three-year project is to validate an integrated theoretical model of learning mathemat-
ics for adolescents with learning disabilities in inclusive classrooms. The model is based on almost a century of
learning theory and research and acknowledges the intuitions and skills that students with disabilities often have
but seldom get to use in school settings.

Method: Three interdisciplinary middle school teams will be selected for participation through the term of the
project and provided with training and technical assistance to support their collaborative teaching. Middle school
students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) who receive their instruction in regular math and technical edu-
cation classes will be the target population for participation. However, students without IEPs will also be invited
to participate. The project expects to work with teams of 3-5 teachers and 40-60 students per year at each coop-
erating school. A quasi-experimental pretest-posttest design will test whether contextualized instruction uncov-
ers and enhances the conceptual knowledge of middle school students with disabilities. A combination time
series and nonequivalent control group design will measure the influence of contextualized instruction on proce-
dural knowledge. A qualitative design will describe how students’ math skills were enhanced.

Products: Ultimately, the project intends to demonstrate how the theory can guide instruction to uncover mathe-
matics skills that middle school students with disabilities already have and to enhance these skills with contextu-
alized problems. A secondary yet critical objective of the research is to document changes in how teachers and
students perceive and act on their beliefs in these contexts.

Grant Number: H324D990019
Instructional Interventions for Young Children with Autism:

Identifying, Describing, and Evaluating Options

Project Director: Schwartz, llene S.; Billingsley, Felix Beginning Date: 1/01/00
University of Washington Ending Date: 12/31/02
Experimental Education Unit

Box 357925

Seattle, WA 98195-7925
206-543-4011
Fax Number: 206-543-8480

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to examine different instructional contexts (e.g., one-on-one instruction,
self-contained autism programs, inclusive programs, combination approaches) and their effects on outcomes for
young children with autism and their families.

Method: The research project will consist of three sequential studies. In Study 1, through interviews with 75
families who have children with autism under age 6, the project will identify the types of services that their chil-
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dren are currently receiving, how those services are funded, and parent satisfaction with the services. This is an
important first step in this line of research because of the discrepancy in the types and amount of service chil-
dren with autism receive. In Study 2, the project will examine the relationship between the contextual variables
of different treatment approaches to child outcomes. Among the contextual variables that will be examined are
the length of program, intensity of instruction, access to successful interactions with typically developing chil-
dren, level of child engagement, curricular design, theoretical orientation, and parent involvement. In Study 3,
the project will conduct follow-up surveys with the initial sample to assess child progress, current level of serv-
ices, and family satisfaction.

Products: The research outcomes achieved by this project will translate directly to planning and implementing
educational programs for young children with autism. This project will determine what contextual variables of
educational programs for young children with autism are most closely linked to successful outcomes for these
children and how satisfied parents are with different program configurations and components of their child’s
educational program.

Grant Number: H324D990020

Improving Student Performance in Core Subject Classes
Project Director: Kortering, Larry Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Appalachian State University Ending Date: 10/01/02
Department of Language Reading Exceptionalities
P.O. Box 32085
Boone, NC 28608-2085
828-262-6060
Fax Number: 828-262-2128
E-mail: korteringlj@appstate.edu

Purpose: This project employs a three-point approach for improving the delivery and subsequent outcomes asso-
ciated with including students with disabilities in regular education classes: 1) tailoring interventions to address
identified concerns of these students; 2) combining technical and resource support with the expertise of regular
and special educators to help students attain success in core subject classes; and 3) conducting an ongoing evalu-
ation component to offer a way for teachers, students, and parents to monitor project success. The project will
merge the three-point approach with a process driven by interventions tailored to the unique needs and condi-
tions of individual classroom settings. This process empowers teachers, parents, and students, while enhancing
the local schools’ capacity for success.

Method.: The project’s interventions occur in four distinct segments. First, teachers deploy interventions tailored
to the motivations and perceived needs of their students. Second, student and parent interviews identify addi-
tional considerations for improving services and promote active consumer involvement. Third, a backward map-
ping and Total Quality Management process facilitates ongoing improvement in target schools. Monthly meet-
ings, weekly technical support, and project evaluation facilitate the process and provide for continual improve-
ment. Fourth, the evaluation process documents change in student access to core subject courses, course grades,
student attendance, teacher job satisfaction, competency test performance, and student satisfaction.

Products: The dissemination of information occurs on several fronts, including a nationally accessible World
Wide Web site, national and regional presentations, and local media reports. The project actively recruits area
teachers for project visits.

77



70 Research, Innovation, and Evaluation

Grant Number: H324D990023
Project IMPROVE: Improving Word Recognition of
English Language Learners with Learning Disabilities

Project Director: Vaughn, Sharon; Bos, Candace Beginning Date: 8/01/99
University of Texas - Austin Ending Date: 7/31/01
P.O. Box 7726

Austin, TX 78713-7726
512-232-2320

Fax Number: 512-232-2322
E-mail: SRVaughnum@aol.com

Purpose: Project IMPROVE is designed to meet the pressing need for effective word recognition interventions
for English language learners with learning disabilities that teachers can and will use. The project will examine
the long-term effectiveness of three reading interventions, the effectiveness of instruction for clinical and large
groups of students, and the feasibility and sustainability of implementation. The effectiveness of the instruction-
al interventions and grouping patterns on academic outcomes of elementary students who are English language
learners with learning disabilities will be examined.

Method: The investigation and multiple substudies will examine two word recognition interventions and a typi-
cal basal reinforcement. [t will study two grouping patterns (clinical — n=2 and large — n=8) and address the
impact of the grouping patterns and interventions on the reading progress of students. Data analyses will exam-
ine between-group and within-individual change and will determine the immediate and long-term effects of the
intervention by analyzing assessment data collected over time, teachers’ fidelity of implementation, and teach-
ers’ perspectives of the intervention practices.

Products: Student and teacher data will lead to a more comprehensive understanding of how interventions and
group sizes can improve student progress in reading and what interventions teachers value in terms of student
outcomes and practicality of implementation. The dissemination network of this project will share findings with
audiences at the local, state, and national levels through journal articles, technical reports, workshops, and elec-
tronic media.

Grant Number: H324D990024
Investigation of Experimental Analyses and Contextual Variables across
School and Home Settings to Facilitate Successful Inclusion for

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Project Director: Convoy, Maureen; Asmus, Jennifer Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Florida Ending Date: 8/31/02
G-315 Norman Hall
Gainesville, FL 32611
352-392-0701
Fax Number: 352-392-2655
E-mail: mconvoy@coe.ufl.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to conduct a series of experimental analyses, including an analysis of
contextual variables for eight elementary school children between the ages of 5 and 12 with autism who are
receiving services in general education settings. Experimental analyses and interventions will be conducted in
both the general education and home settings across the three-year period.
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Method: The project will examine: 1) the use of experimental analysis techniques within and between naturalis-
tic settings (i.e., general education classroom and home environment); 2) the effect of contextual factors on the
outcomes of experimental analyses; 3) the robustness and generality of the results obtained from experimental
analyses through comparison of the outcomes across settings; 4) the effectiveness of interventions based on the
inclusion of contextual factors; and 5) the social validity/acceptability of assessment and intervention across set-
tings.

Products: The project will increase the knowledge and understanding of the usefulness of experimental analysis
techniques including the identification of contextual factors for facilitating adaptive behaviors and ameliorating
challenging behaviors that will ultimately facilitate the success of these students in inclusive, general education
classrooms and their home environments. The project will produce written publications, presentations, and state
and regional dissemination activities.

Grant Number: H324D990027
Analysis of the Effects and Consequences of

Testing Accommodations on Students’ Achievement Test Scores
Project Director: Elliott, Stephen; Kratochwill, Thomas Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 8/31/02
Wisconsin Center for Education Research
1025 W. Johnson Street
Madison, WI 53706-1796
608-263-2863
Fax Number: 608-263-6448
E-mail: snelliot@facstaff.wisc.edu

Purpose: This project will examine the use and effects of testing accommodations on the scores of students with
disabilities on alternate forms of a mathematics test and a reading test typically used in statewide assessment
programs. The main objectives of this investigation are to document the effects of testing accommodations that
educators use with students with disabilities, and to explore the consequences of using testing accommodations
by interviewing or surveying students, parents, and teachers.

Method: The predominant research design in this investigation is an experimental procedure featuring an alter-
nating treatments design element. Data from all individual experimental cases will be summarized using effect
size statistics and single-case meta-analytic procedures. The collection and analysis plan provides for the repli-
cation of procedures with three cohorts of students (150 third-graders and 150 seventh-graders each year).
Approximately one half of the student participants will be students identified with disabilities.

Products: The project results will advance knowledge about the effect of testing accommodations on test scores
and provide insights into students’, teachers’, and parents’ perceptions of the utility and consequences of testing
accommodations in large-scale assessments.
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Grant Number: H324D990034
Inclusive Education through Co-Teaching: A Process-Outcomes Study of

Systemic Implementation in a Large Urban School District
Project Director: Harris, Deborah S.; Marfo, Kofi Beginning Date. 7/01/99
University of South Florida Ending Date: 6/30/02
Department of Special Education
4202 E. Fowler Avenue
EDU 208-B
Tampa, FL 33620-5650
813-974-9590
Fax Number: 813-974-5542

Purpose: This project will assess the integrity of the local school district’s system-wide implementation of a co-
teaching paradigm. It will identify and describe exemplary co-teaching practices and co-teacher styles; examine
the factors associated with successful implementation at the district, school, and teacher levels; and ascertain the
impact of the model in intermediate and selected student outcomes.

Method: Over the period of three years, three interrelated studies will be implemented to shed insight on critical
process and outcome issues relating to the inclusion of students with special needs. The study will use descrip-
tive, qualitative, and quantitative analytic techniques to yield evidence and insights on the extent to which the
co-teaching paradigm can be expected to advance the course of inclusive education.

Products: The effects of this study will be felt in the areas of field-based professional development for enhanc-
ing instructional practice and in preparation for pre-service teachers. Findings will be disseminated at the dis-

trict level through reports to administrators and teachers, and at the state and national levels through presenta-

tions at major conferences in the field and through journal articles and the ERIC database.

Grant Number: H324D990044

Inclusion of Students with Deafblindness in Large Scale Assessments
Project Director: Kearns, Jacqueline Farmer; Grisham-Brown, Jennifer Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Kentucky Ending Date: 9/30/02
320 Mineral Industries Building
Lexington, KY 40506-0051
606-257-3560
Fax Number: 606-257-9412
E-mail: farmerj@ihdi.uky.edu

Purpose: The University of Kentucky Human Development Institute- University Affiliated Program will con-
duct a three-year, multi-state investigation to study how students with the dual sensory impairments of deaf-
ness/blindness fare in large-scale assessment systems, in collaboration with federally funded Deafblind projects.

Method: This inductive, theory-building, participatory study will utilize a descriptive, comparative design within
a case study approach. The following research questions will guide the seven studies, which will be replicated
in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana: 1) what is the current participation rate of students with deafblindness in
statewide large-scale assessments in both general and alternate assessments; 2) how do student scores in alterna-
tive and general assessments compare with their peers both with and without disabilities; 3) how are accommo-
dations for students participating in the general assessment determined and implemented, and with what result;
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4) do the alternate assessment standards and indicators measure appropriate learning outcomes for students who
are deafblind; 5) to what extent do the performance standards for the alternate assessment correlate with indices
of best practices for students with deafblindness; 6) to what extent do scores in their final year of school corre-
late with positive outcomes upon graduation; and 7) to what extent are teachers of students with deafblindness
modifying their curricular and instructional practices to align with the assessment? The sample will include
approximately 150 students (preschool through age 21) from each of the three states. Families and consumers
will actively participate through a research model that yields practical, empirical, and reflective/theoretical
knowledge.

Products: A comprehensive dissemination plan will involve electronic and traditional venues for disseminating
documents as they are developed throughout the project. At the conclusion of the project, research findings will
be disseminated widely to national audiences using a range of media. In addition, project staff and project par-
ticipants will disseminate findings through state and national conferences.

Grant Number: H324D990045

Instructional Interventions and Results for Children with Disabilities
Project Director: Ryan, Peter Beginning Date: 9/13/99
SRI International Ending Date: 9/12/02
333 Ravenswood Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3493
650-859-4265
Fax Number: 650-859-4400
E-mail: pryan@unix.sri.com

Purpose: The goal of this project is to significantly impact classrooms in high-poverty schools to better meet the
needs of students who are considered to be at risk of school failure, including students with high incidence dis-
abilities in general education classrooms. The project focuses on third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade teachers from
three schools to create an instructional model for linking the State Standards in English-Language Arts with
research-based effective. literacy instruction and assessment practices.

Method: The project will emphasize a professional development approach for engaging teachers in effective lit-
eracy practices and more effective decision-making in planning their literacy programs. It will bring together
general and special education school personnel, parents, and researchers in an intensive three-year endeavor to
create a school-wide approach to reading instruction and assessment for meeting the needs of students in grades
3,4, and 5, including those with learning disabilities. Qualitative and quantitative data from a range of sources
will be gathered. The research team will use a variety of measures across multiple data points, which will result
in a comprehensive set of data for analyzing the features of effective literacy practices, teachers’ changes in
practices, and the impact on students with high incidence disabilities in general education classrooms.

Products: In addition to annual project reports, formal dissemination activities will be substantial during the
third year of the project. These products will portray models and strategies for bringing resources to students
with learning disabilities in the general education setting. In addition, project staff will invite school personnel
to jointly present at relevant district, state, and national conferences. '
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Grant Number: H324D990046
A Family-Centered Approach to Early and Prescriptive Assessment of

Children at Risk for Learning Disabilities and Behavioral Disorders
Project Director: Bryan, Tanis; Burst~in, Karen Beginning Date: 9/01/99
Arizona State University Ending Date: 8/31/02
Division of Curriculum and Instruction i
Special Education
Tempe, AZ 85287-1603
602-965-2777
Fax Number: 602-965-0223

Purpose: The primary objectives of this program are: 1) to identify the occurrence, temporal ordering, and clus-
tering of learning and behavior problems; 2) to identify the most reliable, valid, and feasible method for early
identification and remediation of problems; and 3) to test the efficacy of parent involvement in assessment and
testing of prereferral strategies.

Method.: Building on an ecological model, this prospective, longitudinal study with multimodal assessments
starting in early childhood will account for the child and family variables that contribute to and ameliorate the
development of learning and behavior problems. A sample of 125 three-to-four-year-old at-risk children from
culturally diverse families will be recruited from a large pediatric practice in Phoenix, Arizona. Parents and chil-
dren will be administered a battery of tests each year. Because the participants will be from culturally diverse
groups, and because the parents will select the strategies, the prereferral interventions will be family-centered
and culturally competent. As such, they will be widely generalizable to families across the country.

Products: Plans are included for widespread dissemination of program results and products to professional and
parent organizations, including a web page, articles in professional and parent publications, presentations at con-
ferences that serve professionals in the varicus fields relating to the targeted population.

Grant Number: H324D990048
Improving the Delivery of Early Intervention to
Children with Disabilities irom High Poverty Backgrounds

Project Director: Carta, Judith; Summers, Jean Ann Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 8/31/02
Center for Research, Inc.

1052 Dole

Lawrence, KS 66045
913-321-3143

Fax Number: 913-371-8522
E-mail: carta@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

Purpose: The University of Kansas Juniper Gardens Children’s Project will: 1) identify, examine, and document
factors that contribute to effective early intervention for children with disabilities from high-poverty back-
grounds; and 2) develop and validate an intervention that incorporates these identified factors. This project will
address the issue of children from high-poverty backgrounds being at greater risk for developmental delays and
disabilities than children in the general population by gaining a better understanding of factors that contribute to
intervention effectiveness.
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Method: In Year 1, the project will run an experimental study investigating the effects of family-guided activi-
ties-based intervention delivered during biweekly visits to families by home visitors. The project will examine
the effects of the intervention on children’s cognitive, language, and social outcomes, on parent-child interaction,
and on family outcomes of engagement and satisfaction. The project will also examine barriers to effectiveness
in the form of less-than-adequate fidelity, intensity, or duration of intervention, and will identify threats to quali-
ty of implementation. In Year 2, the project will employ qualitative research methods using focus groups,
unstructured interviews, and participant observation of both staff and families to discover potential solutions to
these problems. In Year 3, the project will conduct a second experimental study investigating an enhanced inter-
vention that incorporates family-centered solutions to barriers identified in Study 2.

Products: This project will develop: validated family-guided activity-based strategies for improving the out-
comes of children with disabilities within the context of families from high-poverty backgrounds; research
reports on specific factors that contribute to effective early intervention for these high-risk children and their
families; and training materials to assist home visitor trainers and practitioners in establishing these programs

nationwide. )
Grant Number: H324D990049
Replicability of a Parent-Child Model of
Early Intervention across Participants and Settings
Project Director: McCollum, Jeanette Beginning Date: 1/01/00
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign . Ending Date: 12/31/02

Early Childhood Programs
51 Gerty Drive
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-4123

Fax Number: 217-244-7732
E-mail: jmccollu@uiuc.edu

Purpose: This project will evaluate the validity and feasibility of the Parents Interacting with Infants (PIWI)
model and will describe variables influencing perceptions of model validity and of feasibility of implementation,
with emphasis on understanding participant and setting variables. The project will explore the in‘iuence of dif-
ferent backgrounds and contexts on parents’ perceptions of validity, and it will outline considerations and ques-
tions to ask when deciding whether a particular intervention model is likely to be valid and feasible given par-
ents and settings with certain characteristics.

Method: PIWI is grounded in research and theory that combine developmental and family-centered perspectives
into a relationship-based model that utilizes parent-<hild interaction as a f>cus and context for development and
intervention. Data will be collected in 16 replication sites selected to represent systematic variation in partici-
pants and characteristics of settings. The primary instrumentation and analysis procedures will be qualitative, in
order to draw upon the perspectives of the participants in these sites. Staff from each site will be engaged in
intensive training and on-site consultation over an extensive contact period, and data will be collected on fidelity
of implementation of the model at each site. Data collection will rely on multiple methods and multiple perspec-
tives.

Products: Results of the project will be translated into different products that will address the needs of different
potential consumers, including researchers, service providers, policy makers, and the sites themselves.
Information helpful in supporting judgements and decisions by each group of consumers will be disseminated by
a variety of appropriate avenues.

Q
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Grant Number: H324D990051
Use of Multiple Gating and Prescriptive Assessment Procedures to
Improve Early Childhood Services and Accurate Identification of
Young Children with Disabilities

Project Director: Kamps, Debra Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 8/31/02
Center for Research, Inc.

1052 Dole

Lawrence, KS 66045

913-321-3143

Fax Number: 913-371-8522
E-mail: kamps@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to develop a prescriptive assessment protocol for identifying and serving
students at risk and with emotional and behavior disorders (EBD) and learning disabilities (LD) in Kindergarten
through second grade. It will also develop prescriptive prereferral intervention procedures linked to assessment
data to improve the academic, social, and behavioral performance of young children, and to identify environ-
mental and contextual supports for maximizing student performance.

Method: The project will present a plan to link prescriptive assessment protocols to the monitoring of pre-aca-
demic, social, and behavioral outcome indicators in a problem-solving intervention model for early identiﬁqgtion
and treatment of children at risk and with EBD and LD in grades K-2. The problem solving model joins problem
identification and validation with exploring and validating solutions in a continuous process that monitors func-
tioning students. Intervention-referenced assessments are used to identify, prescribe, and prevent more serious
learning and behavior problems.

Products: The project will identify environmental and administrative supports that enable effective prereferral
intervention practices. It will help provide sustained student support (long-term implementation with ongoing
student measurement) and accurate identification and appropriate services for young students with disabilities.
It will produce a training package in the areas of prescriptive assessment, prereferral intervention, and imple-
mentation and maintenance of effective practices for young children with EBD and LD.

Grant Number: H324D990052
Multi-Content ClassWide Peer Tutoring and Self-Management Interventions:
Research Improving Teaching Practice and Literacy Outcomes for Middle School
Students with Disabilities in Urban Poverty and Suburban Schools

Project Director: Kamps, Debra; Utley, Cheryl Beginning Date. 9/01/99
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 8/31/02
Center for Research, Inc.

1052 Dole

Lawrence, KS 66045

913-321-3143

Fax Number: 913-371-8522
E-mail: kamps@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

Purpose: This project will address the literacy and advanced subject matter of middle school students with and
without disabilities, including culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) groups (i.e., African-American,
Hispanic-American, Native-American, and Asian-American) by utilizing and modifying the ClassWide Peer
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Tutoring (CWPT) program for elementary-aged students at risk and with mild disabilities. The CWPT program
was originally developed in response to the sociocultural needs of poor, minority group students enrolled in
urban elementary schools. This project will extend this important research to middle schools and include both
urban and suburban settings.

Method: The project will conduct middle school studies in CWPT and ClassWide Self-Management (CWSM), a
behavioral component. The project will: 1) investigate the use of CWPT procedures as an instructional strategy
in facilitating multi-content literacy (i.e., reading, science, and social studies) with CLD students with mild dis-
abilities and their typical peers at the middle school level in urban and suburban schools by use of group statisti-
cal and multiple baseline designs across classrooms; 2) develop and implement procedures that combine the use
of CWPT and CWSM as a dual effective instructional arrangement to enhance student and behavioral outcomes
in middle schools in urban and suburban settings; and 3) conduct an experimental-control group study of refined
procedures using combined CWPT and CWSM to improve academic and behavioral performance at the middle
school level in urban and suburban schools. One hundred and eighty children with disabilities, and 900 peer
classmates will directly benefit from these interventions.

Products: Benefits include: 1) experimental-control group studies of CWPT and CWSM in middle school set-
tings with documented effects for CLD students with and without disabilities; 2) school staff trained as site-
based experts in program use, and 3) a procedural training manual for use of CWPT in middle school curriculum
areas. Dissemination will include local/national training and product disbursement (publications, CWPT manu-
al/materials, interactive CD, and World Wide Web-based materials).

Grant Number: H324D990057
Instruction in Self-Determination to Promote Access to the General Curricula for

Students with Mental Retardation in Middle School/Junior High
Project Director: Wehmeyer, Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/99
Arc of the United States Ending Date: 9/30/02
500 E. Border Street
Arlington, TX 76010
817-261-6003
Fax Number: 817-277-3491
E-mail: mwehmeye@metronet.com

Purpose: The Arc, a national organization on mental retardation, and Utah State University will conduct a
research project describing, testing, and validating instructional practices to enable sixth to eighth grade students
with mental retardation to meet state and local standards and performance goals for all students. This project
will focus on core content areas from state standards that share the common instructional theme of promoting
students’ problem solving, decision making and goal setting capacities.

Method: First year activities will examine the degree to which students with mental retardation have access to
the general curriculum and how classroom settings (general classroom versus self-contained classroom) impact-
this access. The project will observe students who vary based on two criteria; level of mental retardation (mild,
moderate/severe) and educational setting (regular classroom, self-contained classroom). Second and third year
activities will evaluate the impact of instructional practices to promote self-determination on students’ capacity
to achieve performance goals linked to state standards across multiple content areas. Third year activities will
examine teacher, student, and classroom variables that impact access to the general curriculum. The inclusive-
ness of the sample will allow the project to compare data based on level of mental retardation or environment,
and to examine the relative contribution of each to access.
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Products: Using The Arc’s national network, findings from the research and information about mterventlons to
promote access will be widely disseminated to key stakeholders in the educational process.

Grant Number: H324D990058
Using Out-of-Level Testing for Students with Disabilities in Large Scale
Assessment Programs: Establishing Recommended Policies and Practices

Project Director: Thurlow, Martha; Sharpe, Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/99
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/02
1100 Washington Avenue S.

Suite 201

Minneapolis, MN 55415-1266
612-624-4826

Fax Number: 612-624-0879
E-mail: thur1 001@tc.uran.edu

Purpose. To address questions about out-of-level testing (wherein a student is tested at a lower-than-grade
level), the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO), in cooperation with the Institute on Community
Integration (ICI), will conduct a study that will investigate the methodological considerations, prevalence, and
instructional impacts of out-of-level testing for students with disabilities.

Method: Research objectives will be accomplished by implementing three studies. Study 1 will develop a series
of methodological parameters that decision makers at the state and local levels can use to develop guidelines and
policies about the use of out-of-level testing. Study 2 will employ a survey to describe the range and variation
in which out-of-level testing strategies are currently being applied, including information about policies that dic-
tate this application. Study 3 will focus on “street level” implementation that simply addresses the question,
“What happens to the students who are provided with out-of-level tests?”. The study will be conducted in five
local education agencies across the United States and will involve interviews and focus groups with students,
parents, and educators.

Products: This project will provide research-based information regarding the utility, feasibility, and technical
adequacy of using out-of-level tests with students with disabilities. Second, it will describe the prevalence and
policy context in which out-of-level testing is being used in the United States today. Third, it will provide a
comprehensive analysis of how out-of-level tests impact the instruction and educational experiences of students
with disabilities.
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Grant Number: H324D990059
Developing Number Sense Instruction Accessible to
. Kindergartners Experiencing Developmental Delays

Project Director: Gersten, Russell; Chard, David Beginning Date: 1/01/00
Eugene Research Institute Ending Date: 12/31/02
132 E. Broadway

Suite 747

Eugene, OR 97401-3160
541-342-4268

Fax Number: 541-342-4310
E-mail: rgersten@oregon.uoregon.edu "

;

Purpose: The primary objectives of this series of research studies is to develop a knowledge base for teaching
number sense to students experiencing delays in mathematics in inclusive kindergarten settings. The project will
do this by integrating recent findings from cognitive psychology with the empirical knowledge base on effective
special education teaching. Additionally, the project will identify formal and informal measures of number
knowledge, memory, and mathematics in early elementary school.

Method: To achieve these objectives, a series of research studies wi'l be conducted in Oregon and Texas. The
first series of design experiments will lead to interventions suitable for use with students with developmental
disabilities in inclusive kindergarten classrooms. This intervention will then be evaluated with two rigorous
experimental studies involving a total of 200 students. In the second study, many students will be culturally or
linguistically diverse learners. The project will also conduct predictive and concurrent validity studies to devel-
op a battery that can be used for screening and monit~ring student progress.

Products: This series of s.uilies will develop the following: 1) aii empirically validated instructional approach for
developing number sense in kindergarten students experiencing developmental delays in inclusive settings; 2) an
empirically validated approach to teaching this material to culturally and/or linguistically diverse exceptional
learners; 3) curriculum materials jointly developed with kindergarten teachers that promote access to the general
education curriculum; 4) a battery of validated assessment instruments for use in predicting which kindergarten
students are at risk for experiencing difficulties in mathematics learning and require additional instructional

resources.
Grant Number: H324D990600
Promoting Optimal Therapeutic Practices in
Early Intervention through Collaboration
Project Director: Campbell, Philippa H. Beginning Date: 6/01/99
Thomas Jefferson University Ending Date: 5/31/03

College of Allied Health Sciences
130 South 9th St., Suite 220
Philadelphia, PA 19107-5233
215-503-1602

Fax Number: 215-503-1640
E-mail: Pipcamp@aol.com

Purpose: The overall purpose of this project is to identify ways in which clinical research can optimize child
outcomes by improving the practice of pediatric physical and occupational therapy for infants and toddlers in
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early intervention. This investigation will implement and evaluate a research-to-practice model in order to facil-
itate the generation and integration of empirically validated pediatric therapy practices within the context of nat-
ural environments in which infants, toddlers, and their families spend time. Central to this purpose are collabo-
rative research-practice partnerships involving pediatric therapy teams, parents of infants and toddlers who are
participants in early intervention programs, and pediatric therapy researchers. Broad goals include: |) promotion
of children’s learning and development within the context of natural environments; 2) implementation and evalu-
ation of collaborative action research teams (researchers, pediatric therapists, parents), using a participation
research methodology, and 3) exploration and identification of the ways in which families may best participate
as members of research teams. The project will study and identify the supports necessary to maintain utilization
of collaborative research teams as an ongoing method for promoting optimal child outcomes through application
of empirically validated practices.

Method: The study will be implemented as a four phase model within each of four regions of Pennsylvania. A
total of 48 pediatric therapists working in early intervention will be recruited to participate. Therapists will be
grouped into collaborative research-practice teams with a parent and a researcher who is a faculty member in
pediatric occupational or physical therapy. The four study phases include: 1) identification of key issues and
desired outcomes; 2) research action plans; 3) analysis and review of results; and 4) replication and dissemina-
tion. The effects of this model will be determined on the basis of quantitative and qualitative measures of child
outcomes and results, therapist attitudes and practices, and parent attitudes and practices. A comparison group
of children, matched to the age and disability of child participants selected by the collaborative research-practice
teams, and the children’s parents and therapists will serve as a contrast group to determine the effects of the
model on child outcomes/results and on therapist/parent attitudes and implementation of practices. Detailed
notes of the model implementation process will be maintained for each research team and for each region to
study the process of implementation and identify the barriers/facilitators to implementation and supports neces-
sary to establish and maintain the model. ,

Products: The final phase of the study includes the development, review, and use of written materials that can be
disseminated to other therapists as a way of ensuring best practices and to pediatric therapy researchers to use in
training preservice students and in professional development activities. These products will be distributed
nationally through presentations at meetings and conferences, attended by early intervention and/or therapy per-
sonnel, to families through vehicles such as the National Information Center for Children and Youth with
Disabilities, through the project’s Pediatric Therapy Home Page where materials will be placed in downloadable
form, and through written articles in professional journals and other related publications. Impact of the ongoing
research-practice teams within Pennsylvania has been designed into the study through the state-wide (and
regional) design of the investigation, the involvement of multiple therapists, extensive and ongoing networking
and input promoted through multiple regional and state-wide meetings, and the link of the study with the
Pennsylvania Pediatric Therapies Initiative.
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(84.023F)

Examining Alternatives for Results Assessment for
Children with Disabilities

Grant Number: H023F970004
Kentucky Alternate Portfolio System Study

Project Director: Kleinert, Harold L. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Kentucky Department of Education Ending Date: 9/30/00
Exceptional Children Services

500 Mero St.

Frankfort, KY 40601
502-564-4970
E-mail: haroldk@ihdi.uky.edu

Purpose: This project, a collaboration among the Kentucky Department of Education, the University of
Kentucky, and the National Center for Educational Outcomes of the University of Minnesota, continues the
research efforts of these organizations in studying the efficacy and instructional impact of the Alternative
Portfolio Assessment System. As such, it will study: (1) the reliability of portfolio scores, (2) how those scores
correlate with validated indices of best practices for students with moderate and severe disabilities, (3) whether
or not students with the most severe disabilities can evidence established learner outcomes as a function of their
instruction, (4) the correlation between alternate portfolio scores and positive outcomes upon graduation, (5) the
extent that teachers are modifying their instructional practices for these students as a result of the accountability
requirements of the alternative portfolio, (6) the relationship between accountability requirements and building-
and district-level support of inclusive, community-referenced programs for these students, (7) the extent of par-
ticipation of the students in developing their own portfolios, (8) issues in establishing equitable criteria for stu-
dents to participate in alternative assessment, and (9) statewide issues in developing inclusive assessment and
accountability systems.

Method: These questions will be answered through a three-year research design across a series of eleven studies.
Field data will include interviews, surveys, IEP analysis and on-site observations, post-graduate follow-up stud-
ies, reliability data across multiple portfolio scorings, and score distribution for the alternate portfolio in relation-
ship to scoring distributions of students with disabilities and of all other students under the regular assessment
system.
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Grant Number: H023F970008
Classification in Context: The Effects of Research-Based, Classroom-Grounded

Practices on Children at Risk for Reading Failure
Project Director: Speece, Deborah Beginning Date: 7/01/97
University of Maryland Ending Date: 6/30/00
1308 Benjamin Bldg, Dept. of Special Education
College Park, MD 20742
301-405-6482
Fax Number: 301-314-9158
E-mail: DLSPEECE@WAM.UMD.EDU

Purpose: The purpose of this three year, longitudinal project is to validate a model of assessment and instruction
with respect to: representation of minority children in special education, the [Q-achievement discrepancy method
of learning disability identification, the achievement and classroom behavior of children at risk for reading fail-
ure, and developmental case studies of at-risk children.

Method: The proposed model consists of five steps: (1) screening with curriculum-based reading measures, (2)
identification of children at risk for reading failure, (3) researcher-school team collaboration to develop interven-
tions, (4) general education/special education intervention, and (5) progress monitoring of intervention effective-
ness. Quantitative and qualitative methodologies will analyze change at the child, classroom, and school levels.

Products: The project will allow systematic and detailed analysis of a research-based model grounded in the
realities of the classroom.

Grant Number: H023F970010
Gauging Outcomes to Accelerate Learning and Success:

Goals for Students with Disabilities

Project Director: Fuchs, Lynn Beginning Date: 11/01/97
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 10/31/00
Peabody College

Box 328

Nashville, TN 37203

615-343-4782

Fax Number: 615-343-1570

E-mail: lynn.fuchs@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: The purpose of the project Gauging Outcomes to Accelerate Learning and Success (GOALS) for
Students with Disabilities is to remove the two major obstacles to identifying the success of students with dis-
abilities: (1) in many accountability systems, the performance of the students does not count, and (2) there are
no guidelines for how teachers can use accountability frameworks to increase expectations and outcomes for stu-
dents with disabilities.

Method. To remove these obstacles, the project will develop, validate, and codify a Dynamic Assessment Tool
for Accommodations for practitioners to identify valid accommodations for students with disabilities. Strategies

will be developed by which teachers can use the structure of accountability systems to realize better outcomes
for students.
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Products: Through the methods of this project, the meaningful participation of students with disabilities in
accountability systems will increase, and that participation should produce the intended benefits of increasing
expectations, adaptations, and learning for those students.

Grant Number: H023F970017
Validating Accommodations that Legitimize

Individuals with Disabilities Access to Testing in Education
Project Director: Tindal, Gerald Beginning Date: 8/01/97
University of Oregon Ending Date: 7/31/00
232 Education, 5262 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5262
541-346-1640
Fax Number: 541-346-5689
E-mail: geraldt@darkwing.uoregon.edu
Website: brt.uoregon.edu

Purpose: This project proposes to study how large-scale tests can be administered so that more students with
disabilities can participate in the testing program and increase their chances of success. Participation rates of stu-
dents with disabilities across Oregon will be tracked and analyzed and a decision-making model developed.
Focus groups of teachers, parents, and students will document issues in the decision making surrounding partici-
pation and administration of the test in standard and accommodated versions. An adapted version of the test will
be developed and field-tested in Oregon schools. Because there are problems associated with a “read aloud”
version of the test for some students (those with vision and hearing disabilities, for example), a digitized version
using CD ROM and Internet technology will be developed to assist and include those students.

Grant Number: H023F970020
Experimental Analysis of the Effects of

Testing Accommodations on the Scores of Students with Disabilities
Project Director: Elliott, Stephen N. Beginning Date: 1/01/98
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 12/31/00
Wisconsin Center for Education Research
1025 Johnson Street
Madison, WI 53706-1796
608-262-8841

Purpose: The proposed multiyear investigation will focus on the development, use, and effect of testing accom-
modations on the scores of students with disabilities on challenging mathematics and science performance
assessment tasks. Its major objectives are to document and describe the nature of information on testing accom-
modations in students’ [EPs, to document actual testing accommodations when using performance assessment
tasks to assess students with disabilities, to examine the effect accommodations have on test results, and to docu-
ment the judgment of teachers and measurement experts on the appropriateness of testing accommodations.

Method: The predominant research design in this investigation is a between-series experimental procedure fea-
turing an alternating treatments design element.
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Products: This project hopes to advance knowledge about the impact of testing accommodations on performance
assessment scores and to provide insight into the steps needed to enhance performance of all students in
statewide assessments.
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(84.023N and 84.324N)

Initial Career Awards

Grant Number: HO23N970026
Effects of Setting on Friendship & Acceptance of Young Children with & without
Disabilities
Project Director: Buysse, Virginia Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/00
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center
Bynum Hall, Room 300
CB#8180
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-8180
919-966-7171
Fax Number: 919-966-7532
E-mail: Virginia_Buysse@unc.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of two types of early childhood programs on the
social behaviors of preschoolers with disabilities: integrated special education programs in which the majority of
children enrolled have disabilities, and inclusive regular child care programs in which the majority of children
enrolled are typically developing.

Method: The sample will include 330 children with disabilities and 330 typically developing children from 60
early childhood programs. The study will document the effects of early childhood setting on two types of social
outcomes: friendship and peer acceptance. Additionally, the study will assess how child characteristics and
other program characteristics mediate friendship and peer acceptance among young children with and without
disabilities.

Products: The findings of the study should provide important theoretical information about complex transactions
among social outcomes, child attributes, and the broader social context. The results will have clinical implica-
tions with respect to designing and evaluating future interventions aimed at promoting peer acceptance and posi-
tive peer relationships among children with and without disabilities. The results will be disseminated widely
and the project will publish a consumer-oriented article for parents and classroom teachers.
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Grant Number: HO23N970037
Culturally and Linguistically Relevant Strategy Instruction for

Language Minority Students with Learning Disabilities
Project Director: Jimenez, Robert T. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign Ending Date: 9/30/00
801 S. Wright St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-1564
Fax Number: 217-328-0650
E-mail: rjimen@uiuc.edu

Purpose: This project will describe the literacy strengths and difficulties faced by language minority students
with learning disabilities in grades 4 to 6, develop and refine instructional interventions for them, and dissemi-
nate the findings of this research.

Method: In-depth descriptive studies of Asian American and Latina/Latino students with learning disabilities
will inform the development and implementation of instructional interventions by which students are taught
three reading strategies and provided with opportunities to increase their reading rate and fluency.

Products: This project will refine a model of language minority students who have learning disabilities or who

are at risk for referral to special education. Dissemination of research findings will include publications in pro-
fessional journals and production of videotapes of effective literacy instruction. Teacher training modules will

also be developed and implemented, and serve as vehicles for disseminating information produced by the proj-
ect.

Grant Number: H023N970042
Early Development and Intervention Needs of

Young Children with Visual Impairments
Project Director: Hatton, Deborah D. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/00
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center, CB#8180
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-8180
919-966-7186
Fax Number: 919-966-7532
E-mail: Deborah_Hatton@unc.edu

Purpose: This project will examine early development and intervention needs of young children with severe
visual impairment, develop a series of intervention studies, conduct a pilot study of the most promising interven-
tions, and disseminate implications for facilitating development and optimizing education for this population.

Method: A series of three studies will be conducted: in Study 1, two extant data bases will be combined to form
a longitudinal data set; in Study 2, 50-100 parents of children with visual impairment and 20-50 adults with
visual impairment will be interviewed; and in Study 3, 300 early childhood teachers will be surveyed.
Qualitative and quantitative methods will be used to analyze data from studies 2 and 3.
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Products: The products generated from this project will include a series of six articles, three geared to
researchers/clinicians and three geared to parents/teachers; a monograph describing the project’s findings; state
and national presentations; and a series of proposals for intervention studies.

Grant Number: H023N970049
Examining the Effects of Embedding
Young Children’s Goals and Objectives in Daily Activities

Project Director: Pretti-Frontczak, Kristi Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Kent State University Ending Date: 12/31/00
110 Terrace

P.O. Box 5190

Kent, OH 44242
-330-672-2294 ‘

Fax Number: 330-926-1293
E-mail: kfrontczak@educ.kent.edu

Purpose: This study is designed to fill a critical void in early childhood special education (ECSE) by meeting
three procedural goals: to examine and describe the instructional behaviors of teachers working in ECSE class-
rooms; to assess and describe changes in teacher behaviors following training; and to measure the effects on
children’s performance when IEP/IFSP goals and objectives are embedded in daily activities.

Method: The project comprises three interrelated studies. The first study will examine the types of assessment
tools ECSE teachers are using and the utility of IEP/IFSPs for program planning. Teachers will be observed in
attempts to establish benchmarks regarding the frequency that they are able to embed children’s targeted
IEP/IFSP goals and objectives. The second study will examine the effects of training on how frequently teach-
ers embed goals and objectives, when they do so, and the strategies they use to embed. The third study will
examine the effects on young children’s development when IEP/IFSP goals and objectives are embedded in
daily activities.

Products: Through this project, the instructional behaviors of teachers working with preschool children with dis-
abilities will be examined, the effects of embedding training on teachers’ use of instructional behaviors will be
determined, the effects of embedding children’s goals in daily activities will be studied, and a line of research
regarding the treatment validity of the project methods, the utility of IEP/IFSPs, and the effectiveness of embed-
ding children’s goals and objectives in daily activities will be expanded.

Grant Number: H324N980017
Improving the Efficacy of Classroom Interventions for

Students with ADHD and Related Concerns
Project Director: Ervin, Ruth Beginning Date: 7/01/98
Western Michigan University Ending Date: 6/30/01
Special Education 3506 Sanfren Hall
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
616-387-5116

Purpose: This project will address the need to improve the efficacy of school-based assessment, intervention
selection, and progress monitoring for students with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and related
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concerns, by focusing on the gap between empirically-based best practices found in the research literature and
current practice in elementary school settings.

Method: The project will train school-based intervention assistance teams in best practices in assessment, inter-
vention selection, and progress monitoring for students with ADHD. A multiple baseline design for implemen-
tation of training will allow for both within and between group analyses of effects training.

Products: The impact of this training on service delivery to students with ADHD, teaming process and out-
comes, and consumer satisfaction with these outcomes will be documented and results will be disseminated to
groups at a national level. A refined effective, efficient, and practical mode! will be incorporated into a training
manual.

Grant Number: H324N980023
Integrative Synthesis of Social Outcomes for Students with Learning Disabilities
and Emotional/Behavioral Disorders:

Effects of Placement and Instructional Grouping Practices
Project Director: Elbaum, Batya Beginning Date: 9/01/98
University of Miami Ending Date: 8/31/00
School of Education
P.O. Box 248065
Coral Gables, FL 33124-2040
305-284-4218
Fax Number: 305-284-3003
E-mail: elbaum@miami.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to conduct a comprehensive, integrated synthesis of the research on the
effects of classroom placement and within class instructional grouping on social outcomes for students with
learning disabilities and emotional or behavior disorders.

Method: The project combines three approaches to research synthesis: meta-analysis, traditional narrative
review, and multivocal synthesis.

Products: The integrated synthesis will provide parents, teachers, and educational leaders with clearer informa-
tion concerning the effects of placement and grouping decisions on students’ social well-being.
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Grant Number: H324N980024
Using Teamwork to Plan Systematic and Functional Environments for

Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders .
Project Director: Tobin, Tary Beginning Date: 9/01/98
University of Oregon Ending Date: 8/31/01
232 Education, 5262 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5262
541-346-1640
Fax Number: 541-346-5689
Website: brt.uoregon.edu

Purpose: The goal of this project is to develop and test a practical approach to the identification of, and inter-
vention with, students with emotional or behavior problems with the objective of examining the possibility of
improving educational services to students with EBD by using a program of positive support.

Method: A prospective, longitudinal cohort design and a single subject design for case studies of students who
receive individualized interventions will be utilized to examine exisiting school records to identify fifth grade
children in need of additional support. Functional assessments by school problem solving teams to systematical
ly develop individualized interventions, and collaboration between parents and schools in planning for transition
from elementary to middle school will also be investigated.

Products: A procedures manual for future school teams and researchers who may wish to use this model will be
developed.

Grant Number: H324N980033
Project VALUE: Valid, Adult-Mediated Literacy Instruction

Which Is Usefu_l and Efficient

Project Director: Howard, Jill K. Beginning Date: 9/01/98
Louisiana State University - Baton Rouge Ending Date: 8/31/01
223 Peabody Hall

Baton Rouge, LA 70803-4728

225-388-6780

Fax Number: 225-334-1045

E-mail: jhoward@lsu.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to develop and evaluate feasible methods for preventing reading failure
by analyzing feasible and cost-efficient methods of reducing the number of students who would typically qualify
for special education services and then to develop intensive intervention, thereby enabling school systems to use
existing resources more effectively.

Method: Year one will focus on examining efficient means of increasing the literacy skills of at-risk first-
graders. These adult-mediated procedures will center around the tutoring routines used in 1st Grade Peer-
Assisted Learning Strategies (PALS), but these will be expanded to include scaffolded reading and writing expe-
riences. The project will also examine the effectiveness of a specific metacognitive strategy which includes the
use of a few, simple mnemonic aids. The project will use a three-between subjects (adult-mediated instruction
vs. adult-mediated instruction with mneumonic strategy vs. contrast) design. The first group will be taught
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using simple routines similar to those used in 1st Grade PALS. The second group will be taught using the same
routines with the incorporation of a mnemonic strategy. The third group will be a no-treatment contrast group,
with most students in this group participating in already existing community volunteer tutoring. Approximately
90 at-risk students (determined through screening procedures) from 30 different classrooms will be randomly
assigned to the three groups. Pre- and post-test achievement data will be collected on basic literacy skills.
Additionally, curriculum-based measurement data of both oral reading fluency and phonemic segmentation flu-
ency will be collected. In Year Two, the project will conduct two studies simultaneously. The first will explore
the effectiveness of the program when it is implemented by community volunteers. The project will use a two-
between subjccts (adult-mediated instruction vs. contrast) design. About 24 classrooms will be involved, includ-
ing three students per classroom with half of these students being assigned to the treatment group and the
remaining assigned to a no-treatment contrast group. In the second experiment in Year Two, the project will
develop and test specialized instructional methods which would ultimately be delivered by a certified teacher,
most likely a special education teacher in an inclusive setting. These mzathods wili be designed to foster careful,
yet automatic attention to all the letters in words. Phonemic segmentation fluency and oral reading fluency will
be monitored weekly using curriculum-based measurement (CBM). In Year Three, the project will implement
both levels of instruction simultaneously with a new sample of first graders.

Products: Project-related accomplishments will include detailed reports on the findings, a new validated volun-
teer-based instructional system, a set of procedures for meeting the needs of the most difficult to teach students,
and detailed manuals for training volunteers and other service providers to use the methods developed and
researched through this project.

Grant Number: H324N990017
Employing Functional Assessment Behavioral Support Planning with

Regular Classrooms and with Students At-Risk for School Failure
Project Director: Lewis-Palmer, Teri Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Oregon Ending Date: 8/31/02
5219 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5219
541-346-3536
Fax Number: 541-346-5689
E-mail: tpalmer@oregon.uoregon.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this research project is three-fold: 1) to determine the accuracy of different functional
assessment strategies (i.e., teacher interviews, student interviews, parent interviews, and direct observations); 2)
to validate these strategies within the school context; and 3) to develop behavior support plans.

Method: Several participant populations will be included in the proposed research: 1) elementary and middle
school students who have or are at-risk of emotional and behavioral disorder; 2) elementary and middle school
teachers who work with or have knowledge of these students; 3) school-based discipline team members respon-
sible for addressing the needs of students with severe problem behavior; and 4) the parents of the students with
severe problem behavior. A series of single subject designs will be used to address the research questions, espe-
cially as they relate to the problem behaviors of high functioning students with emotional and behavioral disor-
ders. The project will investigate the relationship between functional assessment strategies and information
gained from the student in determining function(s) of behavior and the student characteristics (e.g., age and aca-
demic skills that are necessary for students to participate in the functional assessment process).

Products: This research will extend knowledge of the accuracy of student information-related problem behaviors
of high functioning students with emotional and behavioral problems in school settings. Dissemination activities
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will include individualized behavior support plans for 30 students, local and national presentations, a World
Wide Web page, journal articles, an implementation manual, and annual reports.

Grant Number: H324N990020
An Empirical Investigation of Teachers’ Attitudes toward

Their Included Students with Disabilities
Project Director: Cook, Bryan Beginning Date: 9/01/99
Kent State University Ending Date: 8/31/02
Research and Graduate Studies
1335 Terrace Hall
Kent, OH 44242-0010
330-672-2294
Fax Number: 330-672-2512
E-mail: bcook@emerald.educ.kent.edu

Purpose: This project will inform and improve the education of included students with disabilities by examining
and improving teacher attitudes toward their included students and related teacher-student interactions.
Specifically, it will determine which contextual supports and classroom, teacher, and student characteristics are
associated with positive teacher attitudes toward their included students and evaluate the effects of an inservice
seminar designed to improve teachers’ attitudes toward their included students with disabilities.

Method: This investigation will employ a stratified random sample of approximately 16 elementary schools and
224 teachers, involving approximately 5,600 total students — of which approximately 896 are included students
with disabilities. Direct observations in a stratified random sample of 12 classrooms will be conducted. A vari-
ety of statistical methods (including, but not limited to chi-squares, t-tests, ANOVAs, MANOVAs, simple regres-
sions, and stepwise regressions) will be used to compare teacher attitudes between groups of students and deter-
mine which variables are most closely associated with positive and improving teacher attitudes and related
teacher-student interactions.

Products: The project will help further understanding of how tolerance theory and a theory of differential expec-
tations apply to inclusive education by testing theory-based predictions. Bulletins, interim and summary techni-
cal reports, and program descriptions will be disseminated to all participating schools and eight school districts
in the KENT Partnership Network. Conference presentations will be made and a number of articles will be pro-
duced for professional journals. A World Wide Web site, linked to Kent State University’s College of
Education, also will be developed to feature project findings and recommendations.
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Grant Number: H324N990028
Integrating Instruction in Self-Determination into

Secondary/Transition Special Education Teacher Preparation Programs
Project Director: Thoma, Colleen A. Beginning Date: 7/01/99
University of Nevada - Las Vegas Ending Date: 6/30/02
Department of Special Education
4505 Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89154-3014
702-895-1112
Fax Number: 792-895-0984
E-mail: thomac@nevada.edu

Purpose: This three-year project will investigate the optimal way to prepare high school special educators and
transition specialists so that they will be able to facilitate student self-determination in the transition planning
process.

Method: This research project will use a combination of surveys, interviews, observations, and pre-test/post-test
measures to determine the best way to prepare teachers. Year I will focus on what is currently being taught to
special educators through courses at colleges and universities throughout the United States as well as what spe-
cial educators currently know and where they learned these concepts and strategies. Year 11 will focus on inte-
grating this information with current literature on teacher preparation to develop a curriculum for preparing spe-
cial educators in transition planning and implementation that will include a self-determination component. Year
II will consist of field testing this curriculum within the Master’s degree concentration in Transition Planning at
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. A single group interrupted time-series design will be used to measure the
effectiveness of the curriculum for the preparation of special educators who are competent in facilitating the
self-determination of their students.

Products: The curriculum developed by this project will help prepare special educators in transition planning
and implementation that encourages self-determination in their students with disabilities.

Grant Number: H324N990029
Special and General Education Teachers’ Perceptions, Application and
Adaptations of the NCTM’s Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for
Teaching Math that Improve Math Performance for

Secondary Students with Learning Disabilities
Project Director: Maccini, Paula Beginning Date: 9/01/99
University of Maryland Ending Date: 8/31/02
Room 2100, Lee Building
College Park, MD 20742-5141
301-405-7443
Fax Number: 301-314-9158
E-mail: pm147@umail.umd.edu

Purpose: This project will investigate special and general education teachers’ perceptions, application, and adap-
tations of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics standards for teaching mathematics that are designed
to improve mathematics performance for secondary students with learning disabilities.
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Method: The project involves four studies over a three-year period: two national mail questionnaires and two
descriptive case study designs (i.e., in-depth observation and structured interviews). The survey studies will be
utilized to investigate national data involving teacher characteristics (e.g., perceptions) and for identifying sub-
samples for in-depth analysis. Use of case studies will assist with validating survey responses, as well as inter-
preting and describing statistical relationships (e.g., the nature of modifications needed for students with learning
disabilities).

Products: Project-related outcomes and materials include a detailed instructional manual for secondary special
and general education teachers that will provide specific strategies, modifications, and adaptations for helping
students with learning disabilities. Final reports of project outcomes via referral journals, presentations at
regional and national conferences, and seminars for secondary teachers of students with learning disabilities will
also be conducted for greater dissemination.
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~ (84.023V and 84.324V)
Research Institutes to Accelerate Learning for

~ Children with Disabilities with
Curricular and Instructional Interventions

Grant Number: H023V970008
REACH: Research Institute to Accelerate Content Learning through .

High Support for Students with Disabilities in Grades 4-8
Project Director: Morocco, Catherine Cobb Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Education Development Center, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/02
Center for Family, School, and Community
55 Chapel Street
Newton, MA 02458
617-969-7100
Fax Number: 617-969-3400
E-mail: cmorocco@edc.org

Purpose: The Research Institute to Accelerate Content Learning through High Support for Students with
Disabilities (REACH) is a collaborative project researching interventions that reflect high expectations, high
content, and high support for students with disabilities. REACH will study complex interventions in standards-
based curricula in mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts.

Method:: Principal investigators will conduct research around issues of how interventions support students with
disabilities, how they impact the learning of key concepts, and what professional supports for teachers are criti-
cal for successful curriculum implementation. Researchers in the project will design and pilot interventions, test
their impact, and study the impact on student learning of varied implementation supports for teachers, helping to
provide students with disabilities access to authentic tasks, strategies to meet the cognitive demands of the task,
support for collaborative inquiry with peers, and opportunities for substantive conversations about “big ideas.”

Products: REACH will develop a family of products to influence practice, including case studies of supported
curriculum, and will disseminate findings and products within several national networks. With its community of
researchers and educational leaders and its research program, REACH expects to accelerate content learning for
students with disabilities and to contribute to their inclusion in standards-based reform.
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Grant Number: H324V980001

Center to Accelerate Student Learning: CASL
Project Director: Fuchs, Lynn; Fuchs, Douglas Beginning Date: 1/01/99
Vanderbilt University Ending Date: 12/31/03
Peabody College
Kirkland Hall Room 512
Nashville, TN 37204
615-343-4782
Fax Number: 615-343-1570
E-mail: lynn.fuchs@vanderbilt.edu

Purpose: The Center on Accelerating Student Learning (CASL) will accelerate learning in the early grades for
students with disabilities and provide a solid foundation for sustained learning through the intermediate grades
and beyond. To accomplish this goal, CASL has four objectives: 1) to co-construct, with teachers, effective
multi-component instructional interventions in reading, writing, and math, which focus on low- and higher-order
skills as well as fluency, transfer, and maintenance; 2) to identify the critical classroom-setting features required
for implementing innovative multi-component practices; 3) to develop a conceptual model that integrates a com-
prehensive instructional framework with classroom context necessary to support its implementation; and 4) to
provide practitioners with logistical guidance, self-assessment tools, manuals, and videos for effecting that class-
room context and implementing those comprehensive instructional practices.

Method: To accomplish this workscope, CASL brings together five investigators who will work within a com-
mon conceptual framework, rely on each other’s instructional components to achieve greater comprehensive-
ness, and collaboratively build instructional methods to promote fluency, transfer, and maintenance. A strategic
program of classroom research, with quantitative (descriptive and experimental) and qualitative studies has been
designed. CASL will conduct this research across sites (New York City, suburban Maryland, urban Nashville,
and rural Tennessee) representing diversity in terms of geography, student demographics, and school organiza-
tions. Project staff will collect, analyze, and communicate data on a range of variables, including student learn-
ing, contextual features, teachers, and parents. Students will be followed across years to assess the sustainability
of effects. Collaboration will occur with content specialists, research institutes, communication specialists, and
professional and advocacy organizations to ensure effective communication with diverse audiences. The project
will also provide training and research opportunities for at least |1 graduate students, including those from tradi-
tionally underrepresented groups.

Products: CASL’s work occurs in four strands, each of which span five years. In Strand I, numerous contextual
and student variables in diverse classrooms will be studied to identify which contextual features support best
practices and student learning. Annual replications will be conducted across sites. In Strand 11, investigators
will share effective instructional components to build more comprehensive methods and develop new approach-
es for promoting fluency, transfer, and maintenance. Each year, experimental studies exploring the effectiveness
of added instructional features will be conducted. In Strand I11, the project will produce a self-assessment for
making classroom contexts more supportive; a self-assessment for specifying how to make instructional pro-
grams more comprehensive; a set of multi-component instructional methods in reading, writing, and math; a
blueprint for helping teachers build more comprehensive methods on their own; manuals/videos with which
practitioners learn to use the self-assessments, the instructional methods, and the blueprint; and research reports
that are accessible to researchers, practitioners, and parents. In Strand 1V, these products will be disseminated in
ways that achieve broadest exposure and adoption.
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(84.024B)

Model Demonstration Projects for
Young Children with Disabilities

Grant Number: H024B950020
Supporting Neurobehavioral Organizational Development in

Infants with Disabilities: The Neurobehavioral Curriculum For Early Intervention

Project Director: Hedlund, Rodd Beginning Date: 10/01/95
Washington Research Institute Ending Date: 9/30/00
150 Nickerson St, Suite 305

Seattle, WA 91809

206-285-9317

Purpose: To develop, field test, and evaluate an innovative curriculum which will assist early intervention pro-
fessionals, parents, and early intervention paraprofessionals to recognize and support the neurobehavioral organi-
zation of infants with severe disabilities.

Method: The proposed curriculum will consist of three major components: 1) Neurobehavioral Strategies for
Intervention to assist intervention professionals in supporting the neurobehavioral organization of infants during
assessment, intervention and caregiving sessions; 2) Neurobehavioral Facilitation Guide for Parents, which will
assist early intervention professionals in training parents to observe, interpret and support the neurobehavioral
organization of their infants; 3) Neurobehavioral Instructional Guide for Paraprofessionals to better support the
neurobehavioral organization of infants during their daily interactions with infants and their families. Project
staff will develop these curriculum materials, implement and evaluate them, disseminate them, and replicate
them. Infants, newborn-8 months developmental age, who are born with very low birthweight or with severe dis-
abilities and their families will be the primary beneficiaries of this program, although early intervention profes-
sionals and paraprofessionals will also receive direct training through the project.

Products: The result will be a comprehensive neurobehavioral curriculum supporting the neuro“ehavioral orga-
nizational capacity of the infant born with very low birthweight or severe disabilities. The proposed curriculum
will be referenced to the Infant Behavioral Assessment tool and should result in the formation of a neurobehav-
ioral assessment/curriculum system for early childhood special education. Research articles, articles for practi-
tioners, and presentations at professional meetings are planned to help disseminate the finished product.
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Grant Number: H024B950029
Project Kako’o

Project Director: Brown, Sue Beginning Date: 10/01/95
Hawaii Department of Health Ending Date: 9/30/00
Family Health Services Division

PO Box 3376

Honolulu, HI 96801-3378
808-942-8223

Purpose: To provide supportive parenting assistance to parents with cognitive disabilities who have infants and
toddlers.

Method: Family members who meet eligibility criteria and request assistance will work with their care coordina-
tor to identify their resources, priorities, and concerns. To assist in this process, the care coordinator will review
the family’s daily routines, identifying areas that are working well as well as areas where assistance is needed
(such as providing nutritional meals, transportation to infant development program sites, providing appropriate
developmental activities at home, and home safety). Any newly identified resource, priority, or concern will be
added to the current IFSP and a decision will be made as to the most appropriate parent training/support needed
and how it would be best implemented. The care coordinator will then contact the program for possible parent
coaches and programs that have expressed a willingness to serve. Parent coaches will support parents’ acquisi-
tion of new skills through parent training, counseling, and support of parent attendance at community-based pro-
grams. Additional resources to be developed will include visual aids designed to pictorially illustrate how par-
ents can carry out key responsibilities. Further training will include community service providers as well. All
infants and toddlers who are eligible for early intervention services and have parents with cognitive disabilities
will be eligible for participation; this number is estimated at 213.

Products: Through the provision of additional support services to parents with cognitive disabilities, a mecha-
nism for the primary prevention of mental retardation, child abuse, and neglect in this population will be institu-
tionalized. The project will incorporate previous research findings to create a culturally sensitive, community-
based, family-centered system of services to empower these families to more fully meet the needs of their chil-
dren. Information and articles regarding the project will be disseminated regularly to state and local publica-
tions. The Hawaii University Affiliated Programs dissemination network will be utilized to provide project
information throughout the Pacific Basin. Presentations will be made to a number of major state and national
gatherings.

Grant Number: H024B950036

The RIDE Project: Reaching Individuals With Disabilities Early
Project Director: Hilsenbeck, Darlene Beginning Date: 7/01/95
Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative Ending Date: 6/30/00
100 Alpine Dr. '
Shelbyville, KY 40065
502-647-3533
Fax Number: 502-647-358I

Purpose: To 1) enhance child find efforts for three-and four-year-old children with disabilities in order to pro-
vide early intervention services and 2) to help meet the assistive technology needs of three- to eight-year-old
children with disabilities, in order to improve their integration into regular classroom and family settings.
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Method: This model will demonstrate a regional collaborative approach to addressing child find and assistive
technology barriers currently common in rural areas. A strong rural outreach and on-site support system will be
provided to 12 elementary schools and their communities in six Ohio Valley school districts. Project staff will
utilize a mobile unit equipped with diagnostic screening and assessment materials as well as a wide array of
assistive technology equipment to provide outreach services in the community, the home, and the school.
Additional strategies for on-site support will include the following: a child find awareness campaign (including
the production and dissemination of a video and child find information packets). teacher and parent training ses-
sions in assistive technology; a quarterly parent and teacher newsletter and resource directory about assistive
technology; videotaping of individual children’s use of assistive technology for parents’ viewing; and services
for occupational therapy, physical therapy, and technology support.

Products: The child find component of the project is expected to yield increases in referrals, family participation
in registration and screenings, and numbers of children receiving screenings and referrals early in life. The
assistive technology component of the project is expected to yield increases in teacher knowledge, classroom use
of assistive technology, parent interest in home use of assistive technology, and numbers of families accessing
financial assistance for assistive technology.

Grant Number: H024B950046
Project Child Care 2000: Enhanced Child Care Resource and Referral Services for
Children with Low Incidence Disabilities

Project Director: O’Hare, Margaret C. Beginning Date: 71/01/95
Massachusetts Office for Child Care Services Ending Date: 6/30/00
One Ashburton Place, Room 1111

Room 1111

Boston, MA 02108
617-626-2080

Purpose. To develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate an enhanced child care resource and referral service
for children with disabilities and their families.

Method: Using an enhanced child care database, parent counseling, individualized technical assistance, and con-
sultation linking experts in disabilities to service providers, this project will meet the unique child care needs of
young children with disabilities in Massachusetts. During Years One and Two, two demonstration sites will
develop, implement and evaluate systems to refer families to child care providers who are able to administer
medication, provide site modification, access special equipment, and other accommodations to meet individual
requirements for assistance in communication, mobility, behavior management or other special needs. Families
wishing to use this service will go through new intake procedures to gather further information about children’s
strengths, needs and disabilities. Followup services after parents select child care will include facilitating a team
approach for those working with the child. During Stage Two, the project staff will produce, pilot, and evaluate
training modules for replication of the model to all state funded child care resource and referral agencies in
Massachusetts. In Years Four and Five these agencies will replicate the demonstration project. OUTCOMES: As
a result of this project, CCR&R projects in Massachusetts will become uniquely situated to help families search-
ing for inclusive child care for children with low incidence disabilities. Fully developed enhanced procedures for
providing referrals, parent counseling, coordination of support services, and training and technical assistance for
providers will be published and disseminated to all Massachusetts CCR&Rs. Project staff will also provide
direct training and technical assistance to participating agencies. An anticipated 160 families of children with
disabilities will be referred to appropriate providers with confirmed openings, of whom roughly 15 will repre-
sent children with low incidence disabilities.
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Grant Number: H024B950051
Let’s Play! Project

Project Director: Mistrett, Susan Beginning Date: 6/01/95
State University of New York - Amherst Ending Date: 5/31/00
Research Foundation
The UB Commons
520 Lee Entrance, Suite 211
Ambherst, NY 14228
716-829-3141

Purpose: To develop, implement, evaluate and replicate a demonstration model to enhance the ability of infants
and toddlers with significant disabilities to play as independently as possible.

Method: The proposed project is designed to begin the unraveling of the “how to’s” in the application of low-
tech assistive technology to the birth to three year old population of children with disabilities, in their natural
environment. It is also designed to produce data pertaining to the details of toy and switch adaptations most
attractive to this population. Project strategies will include the following: 1) assessment, choice of adaptations,
and implementation of the play plan will be family-directed; 2) play will be the focus of the intervention; 3) the
selection of low-tech assistive technology will be the critical intervention tool used in the facilitation of play and
development; 4) these concepts will be extended into natural environments; and 5) a Toy and Assistive
Technology Lending Library will ensure that families have immediate access to appropriate toy and play adapta-
tions. Activities during Year 1 will focus on recruitment of participants, piloting assessment and reporting pro-
cedures, and identifying items for the Toy and Assistive Technology Lending Library. In Years 2 and 3, there
will be ongoing play assessment, intervention and follow-up. By the end of the third year, an effective model
will be working, resulting in positive child and family outcomes. Replication sites will be supported by the
development of procedural guides. The project expects to serve 45 families and children ages birth through two
at the original site and an additional 44 families at replication sites in years 4 and 5. These children will be
experiencing significant physical, sensory, and/or cognitive disabilities which interfere with their ability to inter-
act with objects and people in their environments.

Products: In addition to the intervention tool and lending library, dissemination will be conducted through arti-
cles in professional journals, presentations at conferences, electronic notices on telecommunications networks,
training workshops, and newsletters to families and professionals. Five manuals reflecting project findings will
be developed to provide information on various aspects of the model and to facilitate replication.

Grant Number: H024B950055

Project SELF (Supports for Early Learning Foundation)
Project Director: Harrison, Holly Beginning Date: 9/01/95
University of New Mexico Ending Date: 8/31/00
Training Unit/University Affiliated Program
College of Education/CFCP
Hokona Hall, Room 380
Albuquerque, NM 87131-5020
505-277-0204

Purpose: To develop an innovative, transdisciplinary model of assessment and intervention which focuses on the
qualitative aspects of child’s performance and identifies supports necessary for early learning.
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Method: Project SELF will develop, implement, evaluate and replicate the following three major model compo-
nents: 1) SELF observation tool for interventionists and families to use in identifying a child’s current strategies
for self-regulation and efficient adaptive response and his preferences for adapting these strategies to the social
and physical requirements in his environments which also takes into consideration the effects of temperament
and neurophysiological functions; 2) SELF strategies curriculum/menu that identifies strategies for self-regula-
tion used by normally developing young children at specific ages given specific environmental expectations and
requirements and methods for supporting strategies in young children with or at risk for developmental disabili-
ties; and 3) SELF interactive multimedia training package providing instruction and practice in the use of the
SELF observation tool and the SELF strategies curriculum. Development and implementation of the model will
take place within an early intervention program serving young children with developmental disabilities in inclu-
sive settings at three sites in New Mexico. Implementation of model components and training will also be pro-
vided to specific infant/toddler programs targeting children with low incidence disabilities in New Mexico. In
the first three project years more than 50 interventionists will receive training and more than 400 young children
with developmental disabilities will benefit directly from the model.

Products: Dissemination products will include a project brochure, information flyers (in separate editions for
families, early interventionists, agencies). and the three major components of the SELF model. Proposals to
national and local conferences and submission of articles to journals serving early intervention personnel at state
and national levels will further support the program’s goal of national impact.

Grant Number: H024B950064

The Early Childhood Interactive Technology Literacy Curriculum Project
Project Director: Hutinger, Patricia L. Beginning Date: 10/01/95
Western Illinois University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Macomb Projects, 27 Horrabin, 1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
309-298-1634
Fax Number: 309-298-2305
E-mail: PL-Hutinger@wiu.edu

Purpose: To develop and demonstrate a developmentally appropriate Interactive Technology Literacy
Curriculum (ITLC) component for programs that serve young children with disabilities.

Method: The ITLC will be based on the integration of a contemporary emergent literacy approach with success-
ful assistive technology experiences for young children. Software will be selected according to an analysis of its
quality and interactivity levels, appropriateness, and appeal to children. The ITLC will be organized into three
sections to include activities designed for 1) interactive commercial software; 2) interactive software produced
by model classrooms using a hypermedia software authoring system; and 3) tool function software such as
graphics and story-making. Each section of the curriculum will contain on-computer and off-computer activi-
ties. Content will emphasize naturally occurring events in children’s lives. A variety of additional materials to
be used will include peripherals, books, paper, crayons, paint, and dramatic play props. Children with mild to
moderate disabilities will be targeted in the first program year, with increasing numbers of children with severe
disabilities added in the second and succeeding years. Program evaluation data will include direct observation
records, videotapes, individual child portfolios, and informal assessment measures to determine child, family,
and staff outcomes. The project’s cooperative venture among two districts and one state university will benefit a
total of 196 children, families, and early childhood team members during the first three years. Personnel will
include early childhood educators and a wide range of early intervention team members. Children will include
those with disabling conditions from mild to severe, including multiple disabilities.
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Products: Benefits are expected to include positive effects on the emergent literacy knowledge and abilities of
participating children, an area where children with disabilities often demonstrate critical delays which impair
their ability to work in inclusive settings. Families will be involved on several levels according to their wishes
and values. Project products will include the curriculum, manuals for early childhood staff and families, video-
tapes and computer software.

Grant Number: H024B955000
A Family Centered NICU Model Demonstration Project for

Young Children with Disabilities
Project Director: Singer, George H. Beginning Date: 11/02/95
University of California - Santa Barbara Ending Date: 9/30/00
Graduate School of Education
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
805-893-2198

Purpose: To establish a model family-centered neonatal intensive care unit and to disseminate the model nation-
ally through manuals, video tapes, and journal publications.

Method: Components of the model will include the following: 1) family partnership in governance; 2) parent to
parent support; 3) family-centered staff training; 4) community linkage to local physicians, hospitals, and early
intervention programs; 5) family-centered information systems; 6) partnerships in decision making; 7) family
psychosocial supports; and 8) family-centered follow-up services. Model components have been identified
through a needs survey and interviews conducted with parents who have been served through the NICU, consul-
tations with neonatology staff, and a review of current literature. A randomized group comparison design study
will be conducted to assess the efficacy of the interventions on measures of infant development, parental emo-
tional and psychological status, family needs, and social support. A follow-up study will evaluate the impact of
these practices over time. A qualitative evaluation will describe the processes of implementing the model and
the impact of model components that cannot be evaluated experimentally. 120 families of children with disabili-
ties will participate in the initial study of the efficacy of the project’s interventions, although numbers of infants
served through the continued operation of the NICU will be much higher.

Products: Dissemination of project activities and findings will include a quarterly project newsletter, videotapes
illustrating model components, publication of results in professional journals, and a book on creating a family-
centered NICU. Replication of the model at other NICUs will include local replication plans, technical assis-
tance, and funding support.

Grant Number: H024B960010

Developmental Access Through Primary Care: The DAP Care Model
Project Director: Magrab, Phyllis Beginning Date: 10/01/96
Georgetown University Ending Date: 9/30/01
Child Development Center
3307 M Street NW, Suite 401
Washington, DC 20007
202-687-8855

Purpose: The Developmental Access through Primary (DAP) Care uses primary health care as the springboard
for a system designed to mediate the negative impact of poverty on young children with developmental disabili-
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ties. The DAP Care Model Demonstration Project will build on existing approaches to mental health services to
create an effective system for serving young children with disabilities living in impoverished communities.

Method. The project will use a community-based primary health care setting for screening and referral for fur-
ther evaluation for disabilities. It will develop and implement an effective and culturally competent family advo-
cacy training component for low-income families; it will identify, recruit, and train a cadre of family and com-
munity leaders to participate in educational and recreational programs as a resource base for targeted children;
and it will develop and implement a consultation component to increase the capacity of local service agencies to
provide a continuum of intervention services in the natural environment for the young child with disabilities.
The proposed project will benefit a wide range of individuals, including young children with disabilities, parents
and other family members, and community-based agencies providing services to young children, including pri-
mary health care physicians. The DAP Care Model Demonstration Project will be developed at two sites in
Southeast Washington, D.C.

Products: Through the development of a Community Infrastructure needs Assessment program, which will help
identify a wide range of informal and formal supports for young children with disabilities, the base of support
within the community will be expanded. A system of community-based health care providers will be developed
that will screen all young children from Medicaid-eligible families for disabilities; a family advocacy component
will support families by providing or referring them to needed services in the community; and a community
service consultation component will increase the capacity of local service agencies to provide intervention serv-
ices. The development of educational and recreational programs will create activities for children and families.
The DAP Care Model can be replicated in other sites throughout the country and the results of the project dis-
seminated to a wide range of audiences.

Grant Number: H024B960027
Development, Testing, And Dissemination of Nonaversive Techniques for
Working with Children with Autism: Demonstration of A “Best Practices”

Model for Parents And Teachers
Project Director: Volmer, Lorna Beginning Date: 10/01/96
Heartland Area Education Agency Ending Date: 9/30/01
Division of Special Education
6500 Corporate Drive
Johnston, [A 50131-1603
515-270-1603

Purpose: To develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate approaches to prepare teachers and parents to inter-
vene and teach children with autism.

Method: The demonstration model proposed incorporates procedures to assess project effects on a variety of out-
come measures used in published research on young children with autism. Major goals of the project are to (a)
develop a model program to train parents and educators in proactive strategies using both antecedents and conse-
quences for teaching young children with autism; (b) field test the effects of the training program and evaluate
changes in students outcomes as a function of enhanced skills of classroom personnel obtained during training;
and (c) disseminate inservice preparation training materials regionally. These materials will be developed and
field tested in the first year of the project. Years Two and Three present the potential for training over 100 pro-
fessionals in fowa through summer training institutes.

Products: Results of the project will be submitted for publication in professional journals of national organiza-
tions, and will also be disseminated through workshops held at state, regional, and national conferences. The

110



Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 103

training module will be validated using formative and summative evaluation, compared against previously pub-
lished research that fails to account for regression effects and measurement error.

Grant Number: H024B960032
Project Ties—Towards Inclusion in Early Education

Project Director: Pearl, Lynda Beginning Date: 12/15/96
East Tennessee State University Ending Date: 12/14/99
Center for Early Childhood

Box 70434

Johnson City, TN 37614
423-439-5849

Purpose: The proposed TIES project will develop a model demonstration project for in-service training that will
follow the curricular framework developed by NAEYC and will focus on interdisciplinary training for parapro-
fessional child care providers and early childhood educators to include young children in rural areas with dis-
abilities in typical child care settings.

Method: The TIES model is a trainer-of-trainers model for professionals who will be presenting in-service train-
ing to paraprofessional child care providers. Eight training modules will be developed by an interdisciplinary
team of trainers to provide trainees successively more sophisticated information and strategies related to inclu-
sion.

Products: Child care providers and trainers will increase their knowledge regarding the different types of disabil-
ities displayed by children enrolling in their programs and better understand the children’s special needs, which
will allow them to: provide developmentally appropriate programs for integrating those children into a typical
child care setting; build a foundation for understanding and measuring delayed and different development; pro-
vide a safer environment for the children; plan, organize, implement, and evaluate inclusive programs; better
understand family and cultural concerns to interact with families and staff and work cooperatively with related
service specialists.

Grant Number: H024B960034
Building Language and Literacy Skills During the Early Childhood Years:

Preparing Children with Disabilities for Success in Early Elementary School
Project Director: van den Pol, Richard; Vincent, Lisbeth J Beginning Date: 11/01/96
University of Montana Ending Date: 10/31/01
School of Education
Division of Educational Research And Service
Missoula, MT 59812
406-243-5344

Purpose: To develop a model for fostering emerging literacy skills in young children with disabilities.

Method: This model will feature developmentally appropriate and culturally sensitive play, storytelling, and

reading materials, with family support provided to encourage involvement in the early literacy activities of their

children. Students currently served in the proposed sites come from primarily Native American and Anglo-

European backgrounds, with staff reflecting these two cultures. The CO-TEACH Preschool at the University of

Montana will serve as the first fully-integrated preschool program, with the other at the Cherry Valley

Elementary School in Polson, Montana on the Flathead Indian Reservation. Early childhood special education,
Q
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Head Start, kindergarten, and first-and second-grade classrooms will serve as demonstration settings at this latter
site. Further community involvement will be secured through cooperation with speech and language resource
programs operated by the Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes on the reservation. After the development of
appropriate support media and materials, data will be gathered on (1) child progress in language and literacy
acquisition, (2) family involvement and satisfaction, (3) teacher judgment of the propriety and ease of use of
early literacy activities and materials, and (4) attainment of project goals and objectives. During years one
through three, 40 children and families will participate in early literacy activities. During years four and five,
activities will continue at the original sites as well as two replication sites for at least 10 children each.

Products: This project will result in a model for fostering early language and literacy skills in young children
with disabilities which will have been field-tested, refined, and replicated. This model will be family-centered,
culturally sensitive, and developmentally appropriate. Media and print materials supporting model implementa-
tion in a variety of settings will be made available as well.

Grant Number: H024B960042
Project ACCESS: A Model for Capitated Early Intervention

Transdisciplinary Habilitative Services
Project Director: Robinson, Cordelia C. Beginning Date: 10/01/96
Children’s Hospital of Denver Ending Date: 9/30/01
1056 E. 19th Avenue, B065
Denver, CO 80218
303-864-5261

Purpose: To develop, implement and evaluate a model that delivers coordinated transdisciplinary, early interven-
tion, habilitative services, and service coordination within a capitated early intervention habilitation program.
Target population is children in the Metro Denver area birth to five years of age who are Part H eligible, and
who are enrolled in Colorado Access (Medicaid HMO) and consequently receive their early intervention therapy
services benefits through Colorado Access.

Method: The proposed system will be designed to hold providers accountable for integrating their interventions
across disciplines (PT, OT, Speech) and settings (home, school, and recreation) around functional outcomes and
health promotion. In this program the transdisciplinary habilitation team will operate under a capitated rate.
Within that rate teams will have flexibility to design and implement services using instructional and consultative
strategies which have been shown to be more effective and more compatible with family preferences, but which
have not been reimbursable under fee-for-service Medicaid. Colorado Access will contract with the Children’s
Hospital of Denver and the University Affiliated Program of the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center
to provide rehabilitation and therapy services on a capitated basis to eligible children and families.

Products: This project will provide data on the quality and effectiveness of care, integration of services, child
outcomes, family satisfaction and costs under a capitated (compared to a fee-for-services) model of early inter-
vention services. Project products will include documentation of standards of care, quality assurance criteria for
all program components and documentation of processes for staff shifting focus to the capitated model.
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Grant Number: H024B960056

Model Demonstration Project for Young Children with Disabilities
Project Director: Herwig, Julia Beginning Date: 9/01/96
CESA 5 Ending Date: 8/31/01
The Portage Project
626 East Slifer Street
Portage, W1 53901
608-742-8811

Purpose: To develop an interactional model for change that will increase the use of family-centered practices
with the families of children with disabilities from birth through three years.

Method: The project will provide mentors to meet with service providers on a bimonthly basis over a three year
period. Each provider will commit to spending at least 8 hours per month with a mentor, participating in both
group and individual sessions involving reflection and dialogue around developed case scenarios, as well as case
presentations from individual staff members describing issues they currently face in their work. The mentor will
foster reflection and inquiry by the group, guide dialogue, and challenge existing mental models by filtering the
issues through a broad range of interdisciplinary approaches. Specific training content will include but not be
limited to: family systems theory, attachment theory, infant mental health literature, cross-cultural studies, pro-
tective factors, resiliency, coping, caregiver-child interaction literature, relationship-based intervention and social
support theory. The project will be implemented in three distinctly different service settings in South Central
Wisconsin to determine if the interactive model of support for change will be applicable to a variety of program
designs. An individual program plan will be developed from questionnaires, interviews and staff dialogue. Plans
will be updated at least yearly. Three different programs will participate in this project, benefitting different pop-
ulations. The “Bridges for Families” program will benefit 250 families, 17 service providers from numerous
disciplines, and 20 university students per year. The “Birth to Three” program in Adams County will reach six
families and four staff (including one program person and three hospital-based therapists) per year, and “Birth to
Three” in Winnebago County will reach 283 families and 21 staff per year.

Products: This project will bring about interventionist change in attitudes, skills, and knowledge that foster
increased use of family-centered practices, as well as change in families’ perception of control and self-efficacy
related to their caregiving capacity and their child’s growth and development. Products and information will be
developed that describe and support a process of professional change impacting the implementation of family-
centered practices.
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Grant Number: H024B960061
A Training and Consultation System for the Long-Distance Delivery of

Family-Based Intensive Early Intervention to Young Children with Autism

Project Director: Risley, Todd Beginning Date: 1/01/97
University of Alaska Ending Date: 12/31/01
Center for Human Development

2330 Nichols Street
Anchorage, AK 99508
907-276-4104

Purpose: To develop a training and consultation system for the long-distance delivery of family-based intensive
early intervention to young children with autism that can be implemented in rural areas of Alaska and other
states.

Method: The goal of developing a system for long-distance delivery and training will be accomplished through
the development of: comprehensive, exportable training manuals and videotapes for families, team leaders and
volunteers; procedures for supporting local teams; a monitoring and tracking system; and instructional materials
for other consultants. Year One of the project will be devoted to developing comprehensive training materials
that may be used with or without the presence of a consultant or professional. In Years 2 and 3 the efficiency of
the training and consultation system will be tested and routinely evaluated with four rural families in Alaska. If
funding continues, Years 4 and 5 will be devoted to field tests with remote families in Montana and Idaho, in
coordination with Montana and Idaho University Affiliated Programs.

Products: The end result of this project will be a system that will increase the availability of family-based IEI to
young children with autism, regardless of their geographic locations. Dissemination of program activities will
involve technical assistance, consultations, referrals, and word-of-mouth through other service providers.

Project findings will be disseminated through publications, workshops, progress reports, and a Web page. The
third level of dissemination will involve training in the training and consultation system of long-distance service
delivery, potentially providing local school districts with the ability to deliver and adaptation of the in-home sup-
port system for about $12,000 per year.

Grant Number: H024B960120
Functional Problem Solving Skills for Children with

Pervasive Developmental Disorders
Project Director: Rowland, Charity Beginning Date: 5/05/97
Oregon Health Sciences University Ending Date: 9/30/01
3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd.
Portland, OR 97201
503-232-9154

Purpose: To examine the cognitive development of children with Pervasive Developmental Disorders (PDD) as
demonstrated through their relationships with objects and to develop instructional strategies for encouraging the
development of functional interactions with the physical environment.

Method: This project will extend research and demonstration efforts of the “Hands On” Project (to conclude in
September, 1996) to examine similar issues of cognitive development in children with deaf-blindness. Through
this project, assessment and intervention strategies have been developed to help children who lack verbal skills
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and who are unable to process visual or auditory information to learn the problem solving skills necessary to
function effectively and independently as they negotiate the physical environment. Instructional strategies will
provide children with (a) generic skills that are necessary to solve problems that arise in the physical environ-
ment, (b) the motivation to attempt to solve problems as they arise, and (c) systematic problem solving experi-
ences in a variety of generalization settings. These assessments and instructional techniques will be adapted to
help teachers and parents address cognitive skill development in young children with PDD. Direct beneficiaries
will include approximately 25 3-6 year-old children with PDD attending public schools and receiving services in
and around Portland. Teachers, paraprofessionals, autism consultants and therapists will also benefit from train-
ing through the project and implementation of project programs.

Products: Training and assessment materials will be revised as needed prior to publication. A data-based techni-
cal article will be published summarizing major findings of the project, and final products will be reproduced in
limited quantities and made available to interested organizations, professionals, families, and other funded proj-
ects.

Grant Number: H024B970026
Project TRUST: A Model for Addressing Critical Early Transitions in

Lives of Young Children Who Are Deaf/Blind

Project Director: Jeppesen, M. K. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Utah State University Ending Date: 9/30/01
College of Education/COM D

Old Main Hill

Logan, UT 84322-1415

Purpose: This project will develop and demonstrate an innovative model of collaborative planning for critical
developmental and educational transitions in the lives of young children (birth through 8) who are deaf and
blind, and will assist families, agencies, and schools to achieve more successful IFSP/IEP outcomes.

Method: The project will: examine the Deaf-Blind Census of children ages birth through 8 and solicit participa-
tion of all of the families as well as all other essential persons interested in improving outcomes for the identi-
fied children; develop materials and processes with the assistance of project content consultants; and train par-
ent-teacher-paraeducator teams to implement personal futures planning (PFP) with young children who are deaf-
blind and their families.

Products: Specific products generated by the project will include outlines for the PFP training sessions for par-
ent-teacher-paraeducator teams, material maps for all support packages, and a collection and analysis of existing
pertinent materials. A training and self-study module will be developed by the project for each of the five tran-
sitions periods and distributed to interested individuals and agencies.
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Grant Number: H024B970042

Project Circle
Project Director: Thompson, Barbara Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 9/30/01
Department of Special Education
3001 Dole Bldg.
Lawrence, KS 66045
913-864-4954

Purpose: This project will demonstrate and disseminate a model World Wide Web site as the means to support,
facilitate, and train service providers and families for participation in inclusive early childhood programs of high
quality for children from birth through age 8.

Method: The Web site’s multiple functions include showcasing exemplary programs; offering on-going technical
assistance; offering direct access to information, resources, and materials, as well as links to other sites; and
serving as a hub for collaboration among users. The project provides for the demonstration and dissemination of
strategies for training and supporting early childhood service providers and families for using the Web site as
intended. Highly specific data will be collected via on-line data bases that offer insight into how the Web site is
used.

Products: The main product is the Project Circle Web site itself. Other functions of the project will lead to gen-
erating state-of-the-art position papers, offering direct access to materials that can be downloaded, and the cre-
ation of portfolios for users which verify their use of the Web site.

Grant Number: H024B970059
The Self-Determined Learning Model of Instruction for

Early Elementary-Age Students
Project Director: Wehmeyer, Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Arc of the United States Ending Date: 9/30/01
500 E. Border St., Suite 300
Arlington, TX 76010
817-261-6003
Fax Number: 817-277-3491
Website: TheArc.org

Purpose: This project will develop, implement, evaluate, and nationally disseminate a model that will enable
teachers of early-elementary age students with mental retardation and other cognitive and developmental disabil-
ities to teach problem-solving and self-determination skills.

Method: The project will build on a teaching model, the Self-Determined Learning Model of Teaching, to devel-
op a model of instruction to enable teachers of early elementary students with mental retardation and other dis-
abilities to provide age appropriate instruction that teaches self-determination and problem solving.

Products: Specific products generated by the project are a Teacher’s Guide and a Parent’s Guide to the Self
Determined Learning Model for Elementary-Age Students, which will be placed on The Arc’s national publica-
tions list; an introduction to instructional strategies; and additional information on self-determination.
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Grant Number: H024B970063

Child Services Integration Project
Project Director: O’Donnell, Karen J. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Duke University Ending Date: 9/30/01
Medical Center
Department of Pediatrics, Box 3364
Durham, NC 27701
919-684-5513

Purpose: The Child Services Integration Project (CSIP) will develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate a
model for the integration of child special services with women’s substance abuse treatment programs.

Method: The CSIP demonstration involves the identification of birth to 8-year-old children at the time of their
mother’s entry into a substance abuse treatment program. The children become child services clients, which
makes treatment that is integrated with their mother’s recovery the least restrictive service setting and also often
the only setting in which the child has continuous access to special services. The CSIP model has two major
components: intensive community liaison and advocacy, and a diagnostic center-based program, where the focus
is the mother-child relationship, although the intervention will continue if and when the child changes care-
givers.

Products: There are few intervention models designed specifically to address the special needs of children in
families with substance abuse. These children are frequently lost to existing programs for tracking and interven-
tion. The CSIP demonstration will improve the outcomes for these families through its intervention services and
improvement of the mother-child relationship.

Grant Number: H024B970068
Project Respond: Responsive Services for Maltreated Preschool Children with

Behavioral Problems or Developmental Delays
Project Director: Brown, William H. Beginning Date: 12/01/97
South Carolina Research Institute Ending Date: 11/30/01
Institute for Families in Society 110 Osborne Building USC
Columbia, SC 29208
803-777-6582

Purpose: Project RESPOND will develop, implement, replicate, and evaluate an ecologically based model of
inclusive, early childhood special education for young children who have been maltreated and who have either
behavioral problems or developmental delays. Project personnel and community partners will provide well-coor-
dinated and comprehensive early childhood special education, psychological, and social services to participating
preschool children and their families.

Method: Project RESPOND is composed of five interrelated program components. In the Inclusive Early
Childhood Special Education component, participating children will be enrolled in public school preschool pro-
grams, and Individual Family Service Plans (IFSPs) will be developed and implemented by interdisciplinary
teams. In the Family Support component, Individualized Family Support Plans will be developed by parents and
appropriate team members and integrated into IFSPs. Psychological services will be provided on-site by team
members when indicated by children’s and parents’ individual needs in the Preschool-based Psychological com-
ponent. Interventions for enhancing children’s peer-related social competence will be implemented in the Peer-
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related Social Competence component. Finally, in the Transition Services component, Individual Transition
Plans will be developed and implemented for supporting transition to the next educational placement.

Products: Project RESPOND will be developed, implemented, replicated, and evaluated in preschool programs
in an urban, a suburban, and a rural school system. Project personnel will disseminate information about the
model locally, regionally, and nationally at conferences to help replicate inclusive preschool programs with a
high level of interagency collaboration and coordination of services and supports.

Grant Number: H024B970071
Enterprise Zone-Preschool Inclusion Project: EZ-PIP

Project Director: Gold, Susan Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Miami Ending Date: 9/30/01
Department of Pediatrics

P.O. Box 016820

Miami, FL 33101

305-243-6624

Purpose: This project will expand, implement, evaluate, and disseminate a model inclusionary program which
will increase quality neighborhood child care for all children and provide children with disabilities and their
families with expanded choices in four Enterprise Zones in the Miami area.

Method: EX-PIP will provide specialized training and mentoring to 120 center-based child care providers, repre-
senting 40 centers, as well as to 40 family child care providers. Linkages with Miami Dade Community College
and existing community resources will be established and maintained to disseminate and share information and
to-identify underserved children with disabilities.

Products: Articles and presentations about the project model will be disseminated widely. In addition, an imple-
mentation manual that documents the EZ-PIP approach to serving children with disabilities in integrated settings
will be available in both English and Spanish.

Grant Number: H024B970072
STORIES: Stories Told by Young Children with Disabilities, Observed and

Fostered by Recipients in Inclusive Settings, as the Basis for a Model Program

Promoting Early Literacy Skills That Is Culturally Sensitive
Project Director: Brown, Carole; Jervay-Pendergrass, Debra Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Institute Ending Date: 9/30/01
801 Buchanan Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20017
202-529-7600

Purpose: The primary goal of this project is to develop a linguistically rich, culturally competent, story-based,
early childhood intervention model that promotes language and early literacy in young children who have devel-
opmental disabilities or are at risk. It will increase parents’ and caregivers’ knowledge and understanding of
early stories and their ability to foster language acquisition and early literacy in the children for whom they are
caring.
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Method: Using written and audio story journals, children, staff, and families will exchange stories about the chil-
dren’s experiences. Parents and caregivers will learn to observe, recognize, encourage, and foster children’s
efforts that may enhance language development. Special attention will be given to the unique characteristics of
storytelling in different linguistic and cultural contexts, specifically African-American, Hispanic, and deaf.

Products: In addition to implementing and refining a model worthy of replication throughout the country, the
project will develop training materials for day care caregivers and families for use in replication and dissemina-
tion activities and a videotape depicting key components of children’s pre-narratives. A comprehensive training
guide and large-scale dissemination of core project issues and findings is planned for Year 4.

Grant Number: H024B970075
Caring for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities: New Roles for Nurses or CFIT-N
Project Director: Garland, Corinne W.; Kniest, Barbara A. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Child Development Resources, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/01
150 Point O’Woods Road P.O. Box 280
Norge, VA 23127-0280
757-566-3300

Purpose: This project will develop a replicable model of training that will prepare nurses and nurse practitioners
for their roles as members of family-centered, community-based early intervention teams to ensure early identi-
fication of infants and toddlers and the integration of health care, developmental, and other services for these
children and their families.

Method: The project will review and adapt the independent study manual developed by Child Development
Resources, which has been used with measured success with over 600 physicians, to reflect the National
Standards of Nursing Practice for Early Intervention Services. Panelists from the community will be trained by
project staff to present information and engage participants in discussion during the introductory phase of the
project and to provide for continued technical support during the final clinical application period of three to six
months.

Products: Two major products to be generated by this project are an independent study manual and a set of five
audiotapes on major competency areas, including child find, service coordination, assessment, IFSP, and transi-
tion. Dissemination information will be developed for use on a Website as well as through traditional print and
presentation venues.

Grant Number: H024B970091
School-Based Preschool Programs for Children with Autism:

Blending Approaches to Meet Individual Needs
Project Director: Schwartz, llene Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Washington Ending Date: 9/30/01
Experimental Education Unit Box 357925
Seattle, WA 98195-7925
206-543-4011

Purpose: This project will develop, implement, evaluate, disseminate, and replicate a program for young chil-
dren with autism that is effective, sustainable, and acceptable to families and school district personnel.
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Method: By blending the strengths of early childhood education, early childhood special education, and applied
behavior analysis, the project will build on a school-based high quality education program and provide addition-
al services, including extended instructional day, family support, staff training, systematic collaboration, plan-
ning for generalization, and transition planning. The core of the model features opportunities for interaction
with peers, functional assessment, an appropriate curriculum, effective instructional strategies, and strategies to
program for the generalization of behavior change.

Products: The project will create a comprehensive school program for young children with autism that is effec-
tive and appropriate for this population.
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(84.024D)

Outreach Projects for Young Children with Disabilities

Grant Number: H024D970006
TIME (Training in a Manila Envelope):
A Child Care plus+ Outreach Project to Expand Care and Education

Options for Young Children with Disabilities and Their Families
Project Director: Morris, Sandra L.; Maloney, Ted; Mulligan, Sarah A. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Montana Ending Date: 9/30/00
Rural Institute on Disabilities
Montana University Affiliated Program
52 Corbin Hall
Missoula, MT 59812
406-243-2891
Fax Number: 406-243-2349
E-mail: muarid@selway.umt.edu2

Purpose: The TIME project proposes to replicate the Child Care plus (CC+) model of inservice training by pro-
viding: 1) a course on inclusion directly for child care providers and other early childhood professionals in rural
areas across the nation, and 2) training for learning facilitators to replicate the model in local areas.

Method: TIME is designed to: 1) promote awareness of the model; 2) develop/disseminate products, including
the TIME Tool Kit which is designed to facilitate replication of the model’s processes and procedures; 3) pro-
vide technical assistance related to replication and implementation; 4) conduct replication training sessions on
model components, such as adult learning and the inclusion curriculum; 5) facilitate the self-study course; and 6)
coordinate project activities with local, state, and national programs. TIME uses lifelong learning practices
matched with accessible methods to help child care providers in rural areas who may have specific needs and
limited resources. Each year, approximately 50 providers will participate in skill-based training provided by the
project by enrolling in a comprehensive university course on the basic practices and skills which promote inclu-
sion of young children with disabilities in early childhood settings. The four-credit self-study course emphasizes
self-direction and adult learning principles. In addition, at least 350 other providers will participate in self-study
courses facilitated by 15 learning facilitators replicating the model in local areas.

Products: The project will produce technical reports that address major findings, service practice recommenda-
tions, and cost factors. Additionally, brief summary reports on topics related to early childhood settings for chil-
dren with disabilities will be written specifically for legislators and community development leaders to assist
them in developing plans and policies which can positively impact the development of early intervention and
family support systems. In addition, the project will update the CC+ Workshop Descriptions (synopsis of 30
workshop and training sessions) and further develop the TIME Self-Study Guide for Learning Facilitators. The
TIME Tool Kit for Learning Facilitators in Rural Areas, a package of fully reproducible materials, will be
redesigned.
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Grant Number: H024D970012

SPARK: Skills Promoted through Arts, Reading, and Knowledge
Project Director: Fowler, Susan Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign Ending Date: 9/30/00
College of Education, 1310 South 6th Street, Room 38
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-1852
Fax Number: 217-244-7732
E-mail: s-fowler@uiuc.edu

Purpose: This project addresses the needs of an increasingly culturally diverse population by providing a pre-
school curriculum model that is designed to provide a creative arts curriculum for teachers of young children
with developmental delays or at risk of developing delays. The project involves implementation of a creative
arts curriculum based on stories and resources from many cultural and ethnic traditions, inservice training and
ongoing support to enhance the implementation of the curriculum model, and materials to enable families to par-
ticipate in their child’s education.

Method: The outreach design consists of six major steps: awareness and site selection, planning of the individual
site plan, implementation of training, technical assistance, evaluation of outreach implementation, and dissemi-
nation of information. Three states have been identified for the first year of outreach (Kentucky, Illinois, and
North Carolina) and three other states (Arizona, Louisiana, and Kansas) have indicated interest in participating
in the outreach effort in subsequent years. Five communities in each state have agreed to replicate the model and
each community will have a minimum of three implementing classrooms. Teachers will learn to use effective
teaching practices for all children, self evaluate their implementation of the SPARK model, and promote child
learning; supervisory personnel will be trained to observe teacher’s implementation of the model and train new
staff to use the model; parents will be given guidelines that will enable them to support the child’s classroom
experiences; and children with widely differing cultural backgrounds and skill levels will achieve success at
their own level while engaged in highly interesting, process-oriented activities.

Products: The project will result in a replicable outreach model for implementing a creative arts curriculum with
culturally diverse preschool children.

Grant Number: H024D970013
Project SUNRISE Outreach (Systematic Use of Newly Researched Interventions by

‘ Special Educators)
Project Director: Raab, Melinda M.; Dunst, Carl J. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute Ending Date. 9/30/00
189 E. Chestnut Street
Asheville, NC 28801
704-255-0470

Purpose: The goal of Project SUNRISE Outreach is to provide training and assistance to early intervention and
early childhood special education programs to promote the adoption of quality classroom practices in both exist-
ing and newly developing classroom settings that promote the optimal functioning of young children with dis-
abilities and their families.
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Method: Project SUNRISE will promote the adoption of high quality classroom practices through: project
awareness, dissemination, consultation/technical assistance, group training activities, on-site training, coordina-
tion, and product development. The classroom model focuses on the influence of classroom practices on child
and caregiver behavior and includes practices that are family-centered, developmentally appropriate, routine-
based and activity-based, functional, and responsive to children and families. The outreach methods and strate-
gies are highly responsive, individualized, and considerate of the unique needs of adult learners and fall into six
major categories: on-site replication training, project awareness, consultation/technical assistance, group training,
dissemination, and coordination. Components of the model include Program Foundation and Philosophy,
Management and Training, Environmental Organization, Staffing Patterns, Instructional Context, Instructional
Techniques, and Program Evaluation.

Products: The project will result in a replicable classroom model effective in serving children (ages birth to 8)
with all types and degrees of disabilities as well as children without disabilities, from all socioeconomic back-
grounds and cultural/racial groups. Products will include a project resource list, outreach training activities,
published articles and papers, presentations at conferences, and dissemination of information and materials via
the Internet and World Wide Web.

Grant Number: H024D970014

Expressive Arts Education
Project Director: Hutinger, Patricia L. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Western Illinois University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Macomb Projects, 27 Horrabin, 1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
309-298-1634
Fax Number: 309-298-2305
E-mail: PL-Hutinger@wiu.edu

Purpose: The Expressive Arts (EA) model demonstrates naturalistic intervention methods in a developmentally
appropriate, activity-based expressive arts curriculum for children three to eight years old who have mild to
severe disabilities. It ensures access to activities in the arts that are an accepted part of regular early childhood
programs in typical settings.

Method: The EA model emphasizes the visual arts and includes related elements of music and dramatics. It is
designed to fit into existing early intervention programs in public schools and agencies and is built on a sound
theoretical base that provides special needs children with access to normalized and developmentally appropriate
activities. Both low-technology and high-technology adaptations are used, including computers, peripherals, and
software for children with severe disabilities. Activities provide opportunities for exploration and child-directed
learning using developmentally appropriate strategies from regular early childhood settings. Observational
learning paradigm videotapes can be used to introduce children with moderate to severe disabilities to activities,
and the model’s data collection instruments can measure child progress and are a contribution to the field.

Products: The results of children participating in EA activities and accompanying adaptations demonstrate posi-
tive outcomes for children in aspects of cognition, communication, social abilities, gross motor, fine motor, and
expressive arts abilities. EA products include the ArtExpress curriculum, a selection of manuals for early child-
hood staff and families, videotapes, and computer software. Effectiveness data demonstrate the positive out-
comes offered by the arts to young children with disabilities, focusing increasing attention and acceptance on the
importance of art in the acquisition of important areas of development.
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Grant Number: H024D970015
Multi-Statewide Outreach: Technical Assessment Teams to

Address Challenging Behavior
Project Director: McEvoy, Mary A.; Reichle, Joe Beginning Date: 11/01/97
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 10/31/00
Center for Early Education and Development
215 Pattee Hall, 150 Pillsbury Drive, SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0223
612-624-5780

Purpose: This project will establish state-wide networks in Tennessee, Minnesota, and New York for the inter-
vention and prevention of challenging behavior in young children with disabilities. State education agencies,
institutions of higher education, and selected local school districts will collaborate to develop technical assis-
tance teams, disseminate information, and provide personnel development within each state network.

Method: In year one, the University of Minnesota (UM), the State University of New York at Geneseo (SUNY-
G), and East Tennessee State University (ETSU) will each select three local school districts that wish to estab-
lish technical assistance teams to assist parents and professionals who work with children who exhibit challeng-
ing behavior. Regional public/private colleges or universities that are proximal to each school district will also
be selected. The UM, SUNY-G, and ETSU will each host five-day summer institutes to train faculty from the
regional colleges and universities to provide preservice training in the area of challenging behaviors.
Representatives from the selected local school districts and parents/family advocates will also be invited to the
summer institutes. ETSU, UM, and SUNY-G will provide inservice training and technical assistance to the
selected school districts during year 1. After year 1, the UM, SUNY-G, and ETSU will fade from the selected
sites and the regional colleges/universities will remain as a primary resource for preservice, inservice, and tech-
nical assistance to the now-established teams. Three more local districts and regional colleges/universities will
be selected in year 2 and then again in year 3, thus establishing a cadre of resources throughout each state.

Products: This project will result in: (1) development of state-wide networks to address the prevention and inter-
vention of young children’s challenging behavior; (2) linking of trained faculty from institutions of higher edu-
cation with district-wide teams; (3) a series of best practice modules designed for professionals who serve young
children with challenging behavior; (4) a series of best practice modules for parents, focusing on prevention of
situations that could lead to challenging behaviors; (5) a slide, videotape, and instructional packet describing the
inservice and technical assistance model; and (6) an informational manual to assist regional university personnel
and local school administrators to implement the proposed model.

Grant Number: H024D970018
Project SEARCH Outreach (Systems Effects of the Acquisition of Response-

Contingent Human Behavior)
Project Director: Raab, Melinda M.; Dunst, Carl J. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute Ending Date: 9/30/00
189 E. Chestnut St.
Asheville, NC 28801
704-255-0470

Purpose: The goal of Project SEARCH Outreach is to promote adoption of an approach for enhancing child
capabilities and documenting the outcomes of intervention with children, birth to 8 years of age, who are very
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young developmentally. The project will promote and enhance early intervention practitioners’ abilities to pro-
mote child learning capacity and document the extended benefits of this learning on the child and his or her
caregivers.

Method: The outreach methods and strategies to be used are highly responsive, individualized, and considerate
of the unique needs of adult learners and fall into six major categories: on-site replication training, project
awareness, consultation/technical assistance, group training, dissemination, and coordination. The intervention
and evaluation model upon which all outreach activities are based emphasizes active learning games as a basis
for: promoting child competence; the documentation of extended benefits of learning games on both child and
caregiver behavior as the indicators of intervention outcomes; and parent-professional partnerships as the mecha-
nism for developing, implementing, and documenting the effects of interventions. The model includes proce-
dures for identifying child strengths and selecting target behaviors; procedures for developing and implementing
active learning games that will provide the child with learning opportunities; and procedures for assessing and
documenting the extended benefits of learning games. Major outreach activities will occur in North Carolina,
Tennessee, and West Virginia during the first year of the project and in additional states during years 2 and 3.

Products: Products disseminated by this project will include a resource list, outreach training information, jour-
nal articles, and conference presentations.

Grant Number: H024D970019
Caring for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities: New Roles for Physicians
Project Director: Garland, Corinne W. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Child Development Resources, Inc. Ending Date: 9/30/00
150 Point O’Woods Road PO Box 280
Norge, VA 23127-0280
757-566-3300

Purpose: This outreach project aims to replicate the Caring for Infants and Toddlers (CFIT) model, which
addresses the involvement of physicians in community early intervention systems. The training model provides
pediatricians and family physicians with the information and skills they need to be full participants in communi-
ty-based early intervention teams. The project has three goals: collaborate with Part H lead agency personnel
and state chapters of the American Academies of Pediatrics and Family Physicians to plan and implement model
replication activities in six to nine states; replicate the CFIT model of training with physicians, leading to their
increased knowledge and skills regarding family-centered early intervention services for children with disabili-
ties; and promote awareness and replication of the model and its products through dissemination activities.

Method: The outreach design includes a four-step process: selection of replication sites; replication of the three
components of the CFIT model, including state planning, introductory seminars, and independent study; techni-
cal assistance to replication sites; and evaluation. Replication of the CFIT model components involves working
with each state to develop a leadership planning group, working with the planning group to develop a written
action plan for training, customizing the independent study manual for each state, conducting introductory semi-
nars, distributing independent study manuals and audiotapes, and providing continuing medical education docu-
ments.

Products: Project products will include a videotape of a CFIT seminar, project awareness materials on the World

Wide Web and displayed at conferences, a revised independent study manual, audiotapes, journal articles, and
conference presentations.
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Grant Number: H024D970020

LitTECH Interactive

Project Director: Hutinger, Patricia L. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Western Illinois University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Macomb Projects, 27 Horrabin, 1 University Circle

Macomb, IL 61455

309-298-1634

Fax Number: 309-298-2305

E-mail: PL-Hutinger@wiu.edu

Purpose: This project will replicate a developmentally appropriate interactive technology literacy curriculum
model into early childhood special education programs serving children age three to six with mild to moderate
disabilities.

Method: The project will train participants to implement the LitTECH model through traditional, on-site trainer-
trainee instruction supported by a home page on the World Wide Web, electronic mail, an electronic bulletin
board, and a toll-free telephone to support and continue the service.

Products: New state-of-the-art products that will be generated by the project include LitTech Interactive on CD-
ROM; a LitTech home page on Macomb Projects Web Site; Eency Weency Web, a children’s interactive web
site; Frequently Asked Questions both in print and on the Web site; and a videotape covering the implementation
of LitTech Interactive.

Grant Number: H024D970025
LEAP Outreach

Project Director: Strain, Philip Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Colorado - Denver Ending Date: 9/30/00
1444 Wazee Street, Suite 230

Denver, CO 80202

303-620-4494

Fax Number: 303-620-4588

E-mail: phil_strain@ceo.cudenver.edu

Purpose: The LEAP Outreach project will provide training to early intervention staff in 24 replication sites in
Colorado, New York, Minnesota, and Oregon. The primary goal of this training is to assist children with autism
in reaching their optimum level of development and to assist families of children with autism to reach their opti-

mum level of effectiveness and confidence as they and their children are integrated into their respective commu-
nities.

Method: To achieve its primary goal, the project has designed an outreach model that emphasizes systematic
teaching tactics, direct observation to assess teaching outcomes, and training of parents and peers. It intends to
match the scope and sequence of outreach activities to the political, economic, and logistical realities at specific
sites. It will provide for updating of training content to match intervention advances at the demonstration site
and will offer training and follow-up technical assistance for early intervention staff and site managers. Careful
and comprehensive data collection will be used and experimental designs will help document the effects of the
outreach training on service providers, children, and families. Replication sites will be provided with a long-
term supportive relationship with the demonstration site.
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Products. In the classroom-related modules, trainees will acquire skills in classroom organization, lesson devel-
opment and planning, volunteer utilization, conducting developmental assessments, observing child behavior,
instruction of children in child-directed and teacher-directed groups, and evaluating instructional outcomes. In
the family participation modules, trainees acquire skills in family assessment, individualized family service
plans, observing parent-child interaction, family consultation, and monitoring intervention effectiveness. The
project will build on the supporting mechanisms and policies at the state level to ensure long-term support for
the replication sites. The dissemination and replication of this service delivery model will directly impact the
lives of over 1,000 children and their families, offering national-level contributions to the knowledge and prac-
tice in the profession.

Grant Number: H024D970028
FACETS: Family-guided Approaches to Collaborative

Early Intervention Training and Services

Project Director: Lindeman, David Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Kansas - Lawrence Ending Date: 9/30/00
Schiefelbusch Institute for Life Span Studies

1052 Dole

Lawrence, KS 66045
316-421-6550

Purpose: This project will address the challenges associated with delivery of family-guided intervention by pro-
viding “how-to” information for family members, early interventionists, specialty disciplines, and administrators.
FACETS addresses the assurance of meaningful family participation and decision making in the assessment-
intervention process and offers strategies for assuring effective interdisciplinary and interagency collaboration.

Method: This outreach project builds on a previously validated model demonstration. In the project, family
members guide the early intervention process by determining their own priorities and preferences, providing
them the opportunity to make meaningful choices in intervention. The model consists of five discrete, replica-
ble, and interacting components: 1) family-guided activity-based intervention; 2) using daily routines as a con-
text for intervention; 3) developmentally appropriate, child-centered intervention strategies; 4) involving care-
givers in teaching/learning; and 5) interagency/interdisciplinary team planning and progress monitoring.

Products: The five project components have been demonstrated to be effective and are supported by print or
video materials allowing each to be adopted and replicated. Participating outreach sites will prioritize the com-
ponents that best match self-identified needs. Outreach training and follow-up assistance will be provided to
five new outreach sites each year, for a total of at least 15 programs, with an estimated impact on 25 inservice
professionals and 750 children and families. Dissemination activities are expected to impact at least 50 agencies
and 500 inservice professionals.
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Grant Number: H024D970034
Project INTEGRATE: Integrated and Naturalistic Therapy and Education

Garnered from Research and Treatment Experiences
Project Director: McWilliam, R. A. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/00
Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center
CB#4100, Bynum Hall
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-4100
919-966-7485
E-mail: Robin_McWilliam@unc.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to disseminate a model of service delivery that leads to increasing inte-
gration of therapy and special education. It is based on five years of federally funded research that developed a
continuum of service delivery models: individual pullout, small-group pullout, one-on-one in classroom, group
activity, integrated within routines, and consultation. One of the important features of the project is to conceive
of therapy and other consultatative services in terms of this continuum and not simply as a dichotomy such as
in-class versus out-of-class.

Method: The project will foster the adaptation of integrated services through four levels of model adoption:
awareness, knowledge, implementation, and systems change. Presentations will be used to increase awareness,
workshops will be used to increase knowledge and implementation, and in-depth consultation will be used to
increase systems change.

Products: The model will be disseminated through awareness presentations and through manuals, articles, and
the Internet. The manuals will target regular education teachers, special education teachers, occupational thera-
pists, physical therapists, speech-language pathologists, administrators, and parents. Both practitioner-level and
research articles will be written and submitted for publication. The project will establish and continually update
its World Wide Web pages.

Grant Number: H024D970035
Developmental Therapy-Developmental Teaching: An Outreach Project for Young
Children with Social-Emotional-Behavioral Disabilities

Project Director: Quirk, Constance C. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Georgia Ending Date: 9/30/00
Family Service Unit College of Family & Consumer Science

Dawson Hall

Athens, GA 30601
706-369-5689

Purpose: This outreach project is based on the validated Developmental Therapy-Developmental Teaching
model originally designed for young children with severe emotional/behavioral problems and their families. It
emphasizes teaching skills which foster a child’s social-emotional-behavioral competence. It has proven effec-
tive in inclusive settings and can be integrated into other early childhood pre-academic curricula. Family
involvement and simultaneous home implementation of model practices are integral aspects of the model.

Method.: The project will assist early childhood and local child care programs in replicating components of the
model in inclusive and pull-out settings for children with social-emotional-behavioral disabilities and their fami-
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lies. The project will assist participants in acquiring specific skills to foster the children’s growth. Emphasis
will be on model applications in typical daily social activities.

Products: Project objectives include dissemination of information about the model and general training for early
childhood programs and families of participating children. The model will be implemented at selected replica-
tion sites with staff development materials being adapted to the needs of participants at each site and resources
available for both on-site and distance learning via satellite. The impact of the project will be evaluated regard-
ing the proficiency of participating personnel and families, their evaluation of the helpfulness and effectiveness
of the outreach program, and the progress of participating children.

Grant Number: H024D970036
Outreach Services to Assist States to Replicate a
Training Model for Early Interventionists in a Low Incidence Disability Condition:

Blindness and Visual Impairment
Project Director: Morgan, Elizabeth Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Utah State University Ending Date: 9/30/00
College of Education
Com D Old Main Hill
Logan, UT 84322-1415
435-797-5593

Purpose: This project addresses the need for inservice training for early intervention/childhood personnel work-
ing with infants and preschool-aged children with low-incidence disabilities, namely blindness and visual
impairments, by providing appropriate inservice training to the professionals serving these children.

Method: Over three years, the project will assist nine additional states in developing ongoing inservice training
for professionals working with young children, ages birth through five, with blindness or visual impairment,
through the use of their own state training teams. Approximately 75 instructors will be trained in this program
to conduct training for more than 375 professionals working with over 1,000 young children and their families.
The project will also provide ongoing technical assistance to the 15 states already using the inservice training
model, further impacting hundreds of professionals and the children they serve in their states.

Products: The project will continue to outreach the inservice training model and materials, providing direct serv-
ices to professionals in early intervention/childhood programs. It will work with three new states and provide
training to 25 state instructors for each year of the project. In all, at least 375 professionals will be trained over
the three years of the project. In total, more than 350 children and their families each year should benefit from
the training received in the various states covered by the project.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Grant Number: H024D970037
Deaf Mentor Outreach Project: Bilingual-Bicultural Services for

Infants and Toddlers Who Are Deaf

Project Director: Pittman, Paula Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Utah State University Ending Date: 12/31/00
SKI*HI Institute

Dept. of Communicative Disorders

Logan, UT 84322-1900

435-797-5589

Purpose: This project proposes to provide outreach using a model deaf mentor program which focuses on adults
who are deaf sharing their language and culture with young children who are deaf and their families.

Method. The model program is designed to mesh with and complement established programs that use primarily
English-only “hearing” approaches to early language programming, resulting in a bilingual-bicultural learning
environment for young children who are deaf. Implementation of the program involves: primary awareness, sec-
ondary awareness, selection and site development, training of deaf mentors and parent advisors, training of
supervisors/lead deaf mentors, implementation, follow-up and monitoring, technical assistance, and coordination
of the deaf mentor service system.

Products: The project will result in a replicable bilingual-bicultural program for young children who are deaf.
State-of-the-art materials for awareness, training, and dissemination will be produced, including: an outreach
brochure, a bi-annual newsletter to be distributed to all implementing sites, training videotapes, training aids
such as transparencies and handouts, a Deaf Mentor Operational Procedures Handbook, update and revision of
Deaf Mentor Resource Manuals, and a Trainer’s manual.

Grant Number: H024D970040
Delivering Individualized Support for Young Children with Autism:

Outreach for State Service Systems
Project Director: Dunlap, Glen; Fox, Lise Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of South Florida Ending Date: 9/30/00
Florida Mental Health Institute
4202 E Fowler FAO 126
Tampa, FL 33620-7900
813-974-4612

Purpose: The purpose of this proposed outreach project is to assist educational and other agencies to implement
components of the Individualized Support Project, which was a model demonstration project developed to pro-
vide comprehensive and effective support for young children with autism and their families. The model pro-
vides for the development of a child’s communication, social inclusion, and family support needs within natural
contexts and has been in operation for more than three years.

Method.: The project will work with state and local agencies to develop a plan for the implementation and evalu-
ation of the model, and then provide training and technical assistance to establish a replication of the model or
model components that are desired. After training and technical assistance are provided to establish the model,

the project will work with the states to develop and implement within-state outreach replication and training
activities.
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Products: Dissemination of the model design, implementation, and outcomes will occur nationally through invit-
ed workshops, conference presentations, and publications. In addition, training materials for each component of
the model will be available for dissemination.

Grant Number: H024D970044
Outreach: Successful Integration of Infants and Toddlers with
Disabilities through Multidisciplinary Training
Project Director: Haggart, Ann G. Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Ann G. Haggart Associates, Inc. Ending Date: 12/31/00
P.O. Box 130 219 Drakeside Road
Hampton, NH 03843
603-926-1316

Purpose: This early childhood outreach program for children with disabilities aims to disseminate and replicate
the highly successful demonstration project, “Successful Integration of Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities
through Multidisciplinary Training,” in center-based child care programs throughout the country. The model is
designed to prepare child care administrators and providers to serve young children with disabilities in center-
based child care programs through a training model which addresses not only the attitudes and competencies of
providers but the administrative policies and procedures which inadvertently prevent access to typical child care.

Method: The project will replicate the demonstration project “Successful Integration of Infants and Toddlers
with Disabilities through Multidisciplinary Training,” and it will include a focus on the child care center’s
administrators and provide technical assistance. Following administrator training, the caregiver staff is trained.
Demonstration sites will be identified and personnel trained there. The outreach sites will provide continued
assistance to the original centers and will bring on additional centers following project funding. The outreach
centers will be available as demonstration sites for others to visit and learn how to access the training.

Products: The goals of the project are to increase access to center-based child care for infants and toddlers with
disabilities through staff training, technical assistance, and collaboration with state and local resources and
between local child care and early intervention programs. It intends to establish a dissemination, training, and
technical assistance system within participating states which is independently operational and self-supporting at
the end of the proposed project.
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Early Childhood Research Institute:

Follow Through |

Grant Number: H024Q970001

Early Childhood Follow-Through Research Institute
Project Director: Wolery, Mark Beginning Date: 2/01/97
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill Ending Date: 9/30/00
Frank Porter Graham Child Development
CB#4100 Bynum Hall
Chapel Hill, NC 27599
919-966-9720
Fax Number: 919-966-7532
E-mail: mark_wolery@unc.edu

Purpose: To establish an early childhood research institute to develop, evaluate, and disseminate information
and strategies for promoting the adoption of effective practices in early elementary education.

Method: During the first 20 months of the institute, studies will include national surveys of educators, detailed
and extensive interviews with families representing different ethnic and economic backgrounds, working confer-
ences of teachers and administrators, ethnographic observations of early elementary classrooms, and a review of
systems change literature across disciplines and professions. Meanwhile, investigators will develop and validate
measures of the use of early intervention practices in elementary schools, assessing family-centered practices,
family involvement in elementary education, developmentally appropriate practices, individualization of service
planning and implementation, and integrated service planning and delivery practices. These processes will result
in a major document describing the process of systems change, the identified barriers, the recommendations for
strategies to address those barriers, and measures for monitoring the use of the practices. During the third and
fourth project years, studies will focus on strategies for assisting schools in addressing practices and barriers that
have been identified, using teacher work groups to further adoption of these practices, changing the planning
process to assist teams in developing and implementing more individualized educational programs for children
with disabilities, and changing school practices to allow families to choose the levels of involvement they deem
appropriate. Upon completion of these studies, findings will be synthesized into another report. Studies in the
fifth project year will evaluate mechanics for disseminating the information gleaned in previous studies to rele-
vant audiences.

Products: Findings from each study will be synthesized to provide comprehensive perspectives of the issues
being studied. The ultimate outcome of the institute will be to provide families, educators, researchers, and
other potential agents of change with information, strategies, and measures to promote the adoption of early
intervention practices in elementary schools.
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(84.024S)

Early Childhood Research Institutes

Grant Number: H0245960006
Culturally And Linguistically Appropriate Services For Early Childhood (CLAS)

Project Director: Fowler, Susan Beginning Date: 1/01/97
University of Illinois - Urbana/Champaign Ending Date: 12/31/01
College of Education

1310 South 6th Street, Room 38
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-1852

Fax Number: 217-244-7732
E-mail: s-fowler@uiuc.edu

Purpose: To identify, evaluate and promote early intervention practices that are effective, appropriate and sensi-
tive to children and families who diverge culturally or linguistically from the majority population.

Method: The goals of this institute are to collect, review and catalog materials and practices developed for fami-
lies and children representing culturally and linguistically diverse populations, and to create, as needed, new
materials (and translations of materials) to ensure that effective early intervention (birth through five years) prac-
tices are available to personnel serving these families and to the families themselves. It is anticipated that gaps
may be identified where certain materials and practices may not have been field-tested with specific minority
group populations, and that their effectiveness and propriety with these populations warrants further investiga-
tion. Recommended practices will be cross-referenced with four themes: Child Find/Assessment; Child
Instruction; Family Services; and Personnel Training. The ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
Childhood Education at the University of Illinois, in conjunction with the ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities
and Gifted Education at CEC, will assume responsibility for collecting, cataloging and reviewing existing mate-
rials as well as disseminating information about these materials and practices. Teams of reviewers and
researchers along with Clearinghouse staff will review specific topical areas to evaluate the content of the mate-
rials and the extent to which the materials demonstrate cultural and linguistic acceptability for specific popula-
tions. Efforts toward collecting, cataloging and reviewing will be the focus of Years 1 and 2, but will continue
throughout the following years as new materials and practices are identified. Materials and practices identified as
requiring validation with different populations will be field-tested in Years 2-5. Gaps in practices and materials
identified through the review process will be addressed through new research and development in these years as
well.

Products: Dissemination will be an ongoing effort by the Institute in Years 2-5 using electronic media, as print
and videotape, networks serving specific ethnic groups, and programs preparing service providers to work with
diverse populations. '
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Grant Number: H0245960008
Early Childhood Research Institute on Increasing

Learning Opportunities for Children through Families
Project Director: Dunst, Carl J. Beginning Date: 10/01/96
Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute Ending Date: 9/30/01
128 S Sterling St
Morganton, NC 28655
704-225-0470

Purpose: The goal of this Institute is to identify, develop, and evaluate strategies and approaches for increasing
the number and intensity of home and community learning activities that parents, caregivers, and community
members can use to promote and enhance the learning and development of young children with or at risk for
disabilities.

Method.: The goal will be accomplished by identifying the home routines and community settings that can serve
as the context for learning and the instructional conditions that optimize learning opportunities and benefits asso-
ciated with these opportunities. The Institute will include a series of survey, descriptive, and intervention
(experimental) studies that lead to the development of procedures, methods, and materials which will be field-
tested and disseminated in ways that lead to improved services. Studies will be conducted with children and
families who differ according to geographic location, place of family residence, family socioeconomic back-
ground, family cultural background, and child disability. Investigators will engage in three lines of research:
descriptive and comparative studies of kinds of home routines and community settings families and children
experience; descriptive and experimental studies focusing on the use of existing home routines and community
settmgs as the context for learning; and case studies and experimental investigations focusing on the develop-
ment of home routines where they are minimally present or inconsistent and the development of community .
activities when they are limited or nonexistent.

Products: Institute products will include guides for determining natural learning opportunities in home and com-
munity settings, and strategies for implementing instructional practice in these contexts.

Grant Number: H0245960010
Early Childhood Research Institute On Program Performance Measures: A

Growth And Development Approach
Project Director: McConnell, Scott Beginning Date: 10/01/96
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/01
102 Pattee - 150 Pillsbury Dr., SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-624-6365

Purpose: To engage in a five-year cycle of research, development, and dissemination to produce a comprehen-
sive program performance measurement system for early intervention, preschool, and primary-grade programs
serving children with disabilities from birth through eight years of age and their families.

Method: This Institute will produce growth and development measures for child and family outcomes that can
be used with infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and primary-grade children. These growth and development meas-
ures will be useful for describing the progress of individual children as well as groups of children (such as class-
rooms, programs, districts, or states). Furthermore, this system will include general child and family outcomes
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at each age, as well as sets of more specific outcomes for children and families representing identified subgroups
(such as children with sensory impairments or children living in poverty). The Institute will also develop inter-
vention-referenced assessment procedures that will guide parents, teachers, program leaders and administrators,
and policy makers in making data-guided decisions to modify intervention services received by one child or
group of children to further enhance growth and development.

Products: Results of all Institute activities will be fully and aggressively disseminated to multiple audiences
(including parents and practitioners, administrators, policy makers, preservice trainers in early childhood educa-
tion, and other researchers) through print products, electronic and multimedia means, and presentations to gener-
al public, professional, and research organizations. Additionally, Institute activities will be used to support the
training of at least 8 graduate students each year, distributed throughout the project’s three sites.
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(84.078A)
Regional Programs for Children and

Youth with Deafness

Grant Number: H078 A960004

Northeast Region Technical Assistance Center (NETAC)
Project Director: Hopkins, Karen Beginning Date: 10/01/96
Rochester Institute of Technology Ending Date: 9/30/01
National Technical Institute for the Deaf
52 LLomb Memorial Drive
Rochester, NY 14623-5604
716-475-6493
Fax Number.: 716-475-7660
E-mail: NETAC@rit.edu

Purpose: The proposed Northeast Region Technical Assistance Center (N ETA&I) will work with postsecondary
educational institutions to develop, improve, and operate academic and vocational educational programs that are
accessible to a diverse audience of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Method: The center will assess the technical assistance needs of postsecondary education institutions related to
recruiting, enrolling, retraining, instructing, and serving students who are deaf or hard of hearing. It will provide
consultation, inservice training, and planning to the institutions to enhance the access and accommodation of tar-
geted individuals. The project will develop outreach strategies to enhance the awareness of available postsec-
ondary opportunities and will make available awareness-training materials for administrators, faculty, and staff
and disseminate information on proven models.

Products: The NETAC seeks to provide technical assistance to a broad range of postsecondary institutions in the
Northeast to expand the array of educational opportunities available and accessible to students who are deaf or
hard of hearing. In the case of institutions currently serving these students, the NETAC will work to improve
those programs; in the case of institutions not serving them, the NETAC will work to develop programs collabo-
ratively and economically. Through regional and national networks, the NETAC will coordinate and collaborate
to improve and develop outreach strategies and to disseminate information about the educational opportunities
that are available to deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals. This will allow for pooling of scarce financial
resources and a rich pool of experience and expertise to best serve the needs of traditional and non-traditional
students from underserved populations.

136




Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 129

Grant Number: HO78A960005

Midwest Postsecondary Center On Deafness
Project Director: Olson, Raymond Beginning Date: 10/01/96
St. Paul Technical College Ending Date: 9/30/01
Student Services Division
235 Marshall Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102-1800
612-221-1327

Purpose: The primary goal of the Midwest Center is to increase the career options and choices and to maximize
the opportunities for success and leadership for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing. It will encourage
and support institutions in the region which have been serving deaf and hard-of-hearing students through collab-
orative and cooperative activities. Educational institutions where minimal or no services for deaf or hard-of-
hearing students are available will be given preferential consideration for the development of such services.

Method: The Midwest Center incorporates four model elements: the Collaborative Coordinating Council, to
determine the needs, directions, and innovations in effective service delivery and program evaluation; a scaffold-
ing structure that includes a “train the trainer” model for ongoing human resource development; extensive use of
innovative interactive technology; and curricula developed for academic enrichment, legislative mandates, and
development of support services.

Products: The Midwest Postsecondary Center on Deafness will develop collaborative and cooperative ventures
to establish a regional human resource development program for postsecondary institutions, disseminate infor-
mation and materials through multiple mediums, including print, video, and electronic transmission, and cooper-
atively establish a nationally integrated system of services. Assistive technologies such as real time interactive
visual systems, in addition to more traditional technologies, will be made available through the center.

Grant Number: H078 A960007

The Postsecondary Education Consortium
Project Director: Ashmore, Donald Beginning Date: 10/01/96
University of Tennessee Ending Date: 9/30/01
College of Education
404 Andy Holt Tower
Knoxville, TN 37996-0140
423-974-0607

Purpose: Through this project, the Postsecondary Education Consortium (PEC). a consortium of community-
based postsecondary programs serving those who are deaf or hard of hearing, intends to broaden its scope and
include two strategies of outreach and technical assistance: program enhancement, which will acquire new infor-
mation and services; and system enhancement, to reduce barriers to postsecondary education access and accom-
modation for individuals.

Method: Ten affiliate postsecondary education institutions will be expanded to 14 to involve every state and the
Virgin Islands. PEC will also implement a system enhancement model to interact with the program enhance-

ment model to promote capacity-building, technical assistance and outreach, and cross-regional coordination and
collaboration.
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Products: The expected impact of the project includes: increased access to postsecondary education with appro-
priate accommodations for students who are deaf or hard of hearing; increased resources for professionals and
other stakeholders who work with these students through local, state, regional, and national professional devel-
opment activities; and increased collaboration and networking among groups.

Grant Number: HO78 A960008

Western Region OQutreach Center And Consortia
Project Director: Pearson, Merri C.; Cederbau, Evelyn Beginning Date: 10/01/96
California State University - Northridge Ending Date: 9/30/01
1811 Nordhoff Street
Northridge, CA 91330-8232
818-677-2611

Purpose: The proposed Western Region Outreach Center and Consortia (WROCC) will provide technical assis-
tance to postsecondary institutions currently serving students who are deaf or hard of hearing and to institutions
who may at some time serve this population.

Method: The WROCC will establish a cooperative network among postsecondary institutions in the Western
Region to address the outreach and technical assistance needs of postsecondary institutions serving deaf or hard-
of-hearing individuals who wish to further their postsecondary education. It will develop and acquire training
materials and provide consultation and training to personnel in those institutions and establish a resource base
for information and referral.

Products: The project intends to provide outreach and technical assistance for the development and implementa-
tion.of model postsecondary education programs for students who are deaf or hard of hearing. Human resources
will be developed for policy makers, service providers, and consumers through regional and national confer-
ences. The networks established by the program will allow for improved access and more effective accommoda-
tion in postsecondary educational programs and a seamless transition from secondary settings to postsecondary
settings. Finally, it will give postsecondary program graduates marketable job skills for transition to the work-
place.

138



Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 131

(84.078C) o
Model Demonstration Projects to Improve the

Delivery and Outcomes of Postsecondary Educat
for Individuals with Disabilities

Grant Number: HO78C970003
A Systematic Model for Curriculum-Based Assessment and Intervention for

Postsecondary Students with Mild Disabilities

Project Director: Minskoff, Esther Beginning Date: 1/01/98
James Madison University Ending Date: 12/31/00
Special Education, MSC 1903

Harrisonburg, VA 22807

540-568-6787

Fax Number: 540-568-2829

E-mail: minskoeh@jmu.edu

Purpose: The purpose of this project is to develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate a systematic model for
curriculum-based assessment and intervention for postsecondary students with learning disabilities and ADHD.

Method: The project will develop a model to include screening, standardized assessment, curriculum-based
assessment, and individual intervention planning that emphasizes remediation of academic deficits identified
through the assessment process, and compensation through accommodations and modifications. The model pro-
poses to evaluate implementation using different service delivery models, and will incorporate the transition
from a specially trained group of service providers to service providers traditionally found in the college/univer-
sity structure.

Products: Postsecondary institutions are attempting to meet the needs of students with disabilities by applying
models used at the elementary and secondary levels which have limited applicability to the unique needs of
older students. This project will develop and implement a model based on these unique needs and it will dis-
seminate the model and the evaluation findings through a conference.

Grant Number: H078C970010
Postsecondary Resource Exchange Partnership

Project Director: Glantz, Larry Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Southern Maine Ending Date: 9/30/00
Muskie School of Public Service P.O. Box 9300

PO Box 9300

Portland, ME 04101-9300
207-780-4430

Purpose: This project is built around three approaches intended to fix the academic and vocational support sys-
tem for students with disabilities.
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Method: Using the existing cross-institutional collaborative management model in the Greater Portland area,
equity will be built in support resources and services across the five participating postsecondary schools. The
project will expand key supports for work-based learning and other employment experiences during postsec-
ondary education. It will develop better early-intervention strategies to reach students and educators early,
allowing for better understanding of the resources and procedures for stakeholders.

Products: Strong existing linkages will enable quick dissemination of findings and products, and rapid infusion
and implementation of products and best practices at the state, regional, and national levels. The collaborative
entity that the project employs will use the project’s products for many years to provide better academic and
work supports for students with disabilities at the postsecondary level.

Grant Number: HO78C970018
Project ID: PAS

Project Director: Dean, Joyce C. Beginning Date: 9/15/97
University of Arkansas Ending Date: 9/14/00
Disability Support Services
Ross Hall - Room 412
2801 South University
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-569-3143

Purpose.: Project ID:PAS offers a comprehensive approach to improve the potential for successful postsecondary
experiences, accommodation of diverse learning styles in academic settings, and the transfer of student accom-
modations in the postsecondary setting to the employment setting.

Method.: Program activities focus on the development of strategies to assist Upward Bound and Talent Search
staff, faculty, and students to successfully chart a course through the postsecondary experience and into the
world of work. Students will be encouraged to enroll in the Upward Bound and Talent Search programs, train-
ing will be provided tostaff, a team approach to accommodating students with diverse learning styles will be
developed, and students will be assisted in transferring accommodations from school to work.

Products: The project will help students effectively speak for themselves; identify their own accommodation
needs; create plans of actions; place into motion the services, behaviors, or activities required to meet their
needs; evaluate the success of their plans; and modify those plans as needed. Students will gain self-knowledge,
self-understanding, and communications strategies through the experiential components of the project.

Grant Number: H078C970021
Project IMPACT: Integrated Multi-Perspective Access to Campus Technology

Project Director. Smith, Roger Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee Ending Date: 9/30/00
P.O. Box 340

Milwaukee, WI 53201
414-229-5624

Purpose: This project proposes several strategies to recruit, retain, graduate, and place university students with
disabilities by means of the effective integration of assistive technology into the postsecondary education setting.
The project will implement targeted strategies in an urban mid-sized university, recording which ones are most
effective. C
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Method: The project will utilize campus support systems and academic programs related to students with dis-
abilities. Students trained with assistive technology will provide direct one-on-one support to other students
with disabilities alongside campus services staff. The assistive technology lab will serve as a resource for stu-
dents with disabilities and others who want to obtain hands-on assistive technology experience and expert con-
sultation. The lab serves also to move trained students into their peer environments where they will help acquire
and set up assistive technology needed for use in lecture halls, laboratories, libraries, and other campus environ-
ments.

Products: The mutual increase of educational and assistive technology has great potential to effect the postsec-
ondary educational success of students with disabilities, if those technologies are applied collaboratively, delib-
erately, and cost effectively. Through its integration of multi-perspective access to campus technology, Project
IMPACT expects to accomplish this goal. The project will make information available campus-wide, state-wide,
and nationally through a diverse set of mechanisms.

Grant Number: H078C970029

Access to Work through Services
Project Director: Johnson, Donna Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Minnesota Ending Date: 9/30/00
Disability Services
12 Johnston Hall
101 Pleasant Avenue, SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-624-6884

Purpose: This project intends to develop, evaluate, and disseminate a model in which service-learning is used to
enhance educational and career opportunities for students with disabilities.

Method: Students with disabilities will be recruited to enroll in service-learning courses and will be offered
advice on workplace accommodations, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and disclosure options. They may
choose to become a trainer as their service-learning option. Student trainers will assist project staff in providing
training and technical assistance for faculty who have service-learning components in their classes and for public
and nonprofit employers that serve as service-learning sites. A pool of adaptive equipment will be available for
student participants.

Products: As a result of this project, students should gain experience in using workplace accommodations and
employers should be more effective in accommodating employees with disabilities; faculty can learn skills in
adapting to diverse learning styles and service-learning staff can be better prepared to work with disabled stu-
dents. Dissemination efforts will include a guidebook, a multimedia tutorial on the Internet, and a statewide
conference.
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Grant Number: H078C970030

Transition Resources and Career Services for Students with Disabilities
Project Director: Strache, Fred Beginning Date: 10/01/97
California State University - Northridge Ending Date: 9/30/00
University Corporation
18111 Nordhoff Street
Northridge, CA 91330-8232
818-677-2611

Purpose: This collaborative project proposes to design, implement, evaluate, and disseminate a program for high
school, community college, and university students with disabilities that will provide effective exposure to post-
secondary opportunities and work experiences.

Method.: The project will provide career awareness and development activities to facilitate transition to higher
education and employment for students with disabilities. It will develop networks and partnerships among
employers in the community and service providers at the secondary and postsecondary levels to increase educa-
tional and employment options for the students. The project will also conduct career-related workshops, career
fairs, and panels for students; establish a peer network; provide work experience opportunities; and establish a
network of teachers, counselors, and other service providers and conduct training seminars for these profession-
als.

Products: The project will publish a tip book on general disability and career issues, establish an employer
accommodation network, and disseminate project information through a clearinghouse and through presentations
at conferences. Through this project, students with disabilities will learn more about their educational and
employment opportunities, methods for conducting job searches, and skills for communicating effectively with
potential employers. Secondary and postsecondary faculty, staff, and off-campus service providers will be able
to better inform students of their educational opportunities and to assist them in career planning and in discover-
ing work experiences.

Grant Number: H078C970035
Learning for a Lifetime Project: Postsecondary Technical Training

Options for Students with Disabilities
Project Director: Flannery, Brigid Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Oregon Ending Date: 9/30/00
Specialized Training Program
5219 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-5219
541-346-2496

Purpose: The purpose of the Learning for a Lifetime Project is to provide students with disabilities, their teach-
ers, and their parents with information and support to access and be successful in a wide variety of technical
training options and to collaborate with postsecondary administrators and faculty to accomplish this purpose.

Method: The project intends to increase the capacity of two community colleges to ensure that students with dis-

abilities successfully enroll and participate in occupational skills/professional skills programs. It will develop
three transition guides to postsecondary education and training and it will train secondary teachers, college
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Disability Services staff, and counselors in six community college regions to facilitate person-centered planning
tools to use with students to plan for and implement postsecondary training options.

Products: Information from the project on programs, processes, and materials will be disseminated to students,
families, teachers, and community college personnel throughout Oregon so that these stakeholders can learn
about the variety of options available in college for students with disabilities. Programs exist, but are not widely
known about, that can prepare students with disabilities so that they have the skills and credentials to be success-
ful in the emerging job market and so that they develop the ability to earn wages that will enable them to be self
supporting.

Grant Number: H078C970036
Involving Self-Determined Students with Disabilities in

Postsecondary Systems Change
Project Director: Flexer, Robert Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Kent State University Ending Date: 8/31/00
Educational Foundations and Special Services
P.O. Box 5190, Rm 110 Terrace Hall
Kent, OH 44242-0001
330-672-3833

Purpose: This project will address the problem of equipping self-determined students with disabilities with the
tools and opportunity to have an impact on how education and support are delivered in postsecondary education.
In conjunction with empowered students, the project will establish a collaborative framework for utilizing the
expertise/experience of self-determined students.

Method: The projéct will recruit and train students to serve as consultants in recruitment/retention, accommoda-
tion/access, and college life disability. It will develop and implement strategies to support these activities and it
will develop and disseminate training programs and materials on the model and on postsecondary systems
change.

Products: This project assumes that college students with disabilities are good sources of expert consultation and
access. The activities of students with disabilities help set the stage and provide the inputs and direction for
institutional activity related to campus and program accessibility and resource support and service development.
Participatory action research and customer-driven system change provide the framework and impetus for the
activities of this project. Outcome and impact across the levels of students, programs, and external constituen-
cies will be evaluated from policy and practice viewpoints.

Grant Number: H078C970040
Postsecondary-Innovative Transition Technology Project (Post-ITT)
Project Director: Bassett, Lee Beginning Date: 1/01/98
Washington Research Institute Ending Date: 12/31/00
150 Nickerson Street, Suite 305
Seattle, WA 98109
206-285-9317

Purpose: The Postsecondary-Innovative Transition Technology Project will provide direct technology enhanced
collaborative linkages among 18 postsecondary disability service coordinators, high school students with disabil-
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ities, and their transition planning teams. This collaboration combines the resources and expertise of postsec-
ondary disability service offices, secondary transition teams, and the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Method: The project will increase student awareness of postsecondary opportunities and available disability and
adult support services, facilitate eligibility review for disability and adult services, develop outreach strategies to
inform secondary personnel of postsecondary services, and assist potential candidates to engage in sound transi-
tion planning to enhance postsecondary education access and success. Through desktop video conferencing and
a Web site, the project will promote appropriate postsecondary choice and access to students at four demonstra-
tion high schools. This approach will provide students with easily accessed postsecondary disability support
services information, and with access to professionals and successful students.

Products: At the conclusion of the project, validated system features will be available for adoption by other
postsecondary institutions and school districts. The project offers the promise for a statewide system to link all
postsecondary institutions with the secondary system. This will help to create a seamless postsecondary transi-
tion approach for students with disabilities who seek advanced vocational training or academic preparation lead-
ing to satisfying careers.

Grant Number: HO78C970042

Opportunity to Completion
Project Director: Gitlow, Lynn Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Maine Ending Date: 9/30/00
Center for Community Inclusion
Office of Research & Sponsored Programs
5717 Corbett Hall
Orono, ME 04469-5717
207-581-1084

Purpose: This project details the development, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of a theory-based
model program designed to increase opportunity for and success in four-year undergraduate education for stu-
dents with disabilities. The approach is based on a synthesis of theory, research, evaluation, and practice.

Method: The first project activity is a community-based outreach program consisting of information and dia-
logue and of empowering middle and high schools. The institutional empowerment component of the project
consists of a Higher Education Living and Learning Plan advisory model, On-Line Disability Information and
Support, and a collaboration with the Career Center. To enhance the campus climate for diversity, which is the
final activity of the project, the Center for Community Inclusion will work with existing diversity efforts to con-
duct campus-wide awareness programs related to disability as diversity and will provide technical assistance to
faculty in developing teaching skills for diverse groups of students with disabilities.

Products: The project is a collaborative effort within the University of Maine and with high schools, communi-
ties, and community-based projects in Maine to increase opportunities and successes for students who have vari-
ous disabilities. National dissemination of the model is planned.
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Grant Number: HO78C970045
Mode!l Demonstration Projects to Improve the Delivery and Outcomes of

Postsecondary Education of Individuals with Disabilities
Project Director: Wolfe, Pamela S. Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Pennsylvania State University Ending Date: 9/30/00
College of Education
110 Technology Center
University Park, PA 16802
814-863-8002

Purpose: This project will address the continuing need for educational institutions to modify instructional strate-
gies and classroom environments to promote greater participation of students with disabilities and improve their
academic performance.

Method: The project will assess specific training needs of faculty and staff with respect to disability issues,
develop and implement different training approaches, and it will evaluate each training model using multiple
outcome measures such as faculty/staff satisfaction with training, knowledge about making disability accommo-
dations, and self-efficacy in applying disability information in a variety of postsecondary environments.

Products: The project expects to develop effective faculty and staff training programs that can be duplicated at
other postsecondary settings to better serve the full range of students with disabilities. It will produce proce-
dures and training materials such as faculty and staff handbooks, videotapes, and an Internet home page with
information regarding accommodations for postsecondary students with disabilities. It will also conduct a cost-
benefit analysis to assess time and cost factors associated with the training approaches to determine the feasibili-
ty of replication at other postsecondary settings.

Grant Number: HO78C970057

Center for Leadership and Career Development Education
Project Director: Roberts, Debra Ann Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Fitchburg State College Ending Date: 9/30/00
Academic Affairs
160 Peari Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
508-665-3460

Purpose: Through this project, the Regional Center for Leadership and Career Education at Fitchburg State
College will incorporate the success of postsecondary model programs into a comprehensive model of career
services for students with disabilities in postsecondary education. The main focus will be to create a continuous
and comprehensive network of services for a diverse group of students at all levels of postsecondary education.

Method: The main program components of the Center will include training and technical assistance to campus
service providers and employers in areas such as creating partnerships, disability law, reasonable accommoda-
tion, disclosure of disability, and assistive technology. The center will promote continuity of career development
throughout a student’s postsecondary experience and into the workplace. Emphasis is on leadership and empow-
erment by involving students with disabilities at all levels of program development and in the Leadership
Conference for students, and by promoting inclusion of students with disabilities in all aspects of campus life.
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Products: The Center will create a web of programming for its constituents to promote and enhance career
potential for students with disabilities throughout the region. With an expectation of a direct impact on 80-100
students each year, the Center can collect quantitative and qualitative data on the effectiveness of service provi-
sion and can provide a theoretical framework to determine the linkage between leadership experiences, self-
empowerment, and employment success. Outcome studies will be disseminated via conferences and publica-
tions. The Center will use electronic media to develop a directory of assistive technology and accommodation
resources for use by consumers, campus career and field work personnel, and employers in the region.

Grant Number: H078C970058
A Model Demonstration Project to Integrate Learning Style Strategies and a
Minority Recruitment Plan into Programs Serving
Students with Severe Disabilities

Project Director: Krug, Charles Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Valencia Community College Ending Date: 9/30/00
Center for High-Tech Training P.O. Box 3028

P.O. Box 3028

Orlando, FL 32802
407-299-5000

Purpose: This model demonstration project is part of the Computer Programmer Training and Computer
Assisted Design for High-Tech Training for Individuals with Disabilities at Valencia Community College. The
Center provides training and support services that lead to high rates of completion and Jjob placement for indi-
viduals with significant disabilities.

Method.: The project will identify models for institutional change that can support higher education institutions
nationally in meeting the challenges of the coming years. The center will focus on becoming a more learning-
centered institution, emphasizing the results of the instructional process and the concern that the college prepare
all students for their future lives and careers. Valencia will base its minority recruitment activities on its current-
ly successful College Reach-Out recruitment and readiness model to target minority students from area high
schools.

Products. Each year the project will publish and distribute reports which outline the processes used for cus-
tomizing instruction based on student learning styles and for implementing minority recruitment plans. Success
will be measured by project-defined outcomes and will be part of the reports that are disseminated.

146




Research, Innovation, and Evaluation 139

(84.158]))
Research Institute on Secondary Education Services

for Children and Youth with Disabilities

Grant Number: H1581970001
Research Institute on Secondary Education Services for

Children and Youth with Disabilities
Project Director: Phelps, Allen Beginning Date: 10/01/97
University of Wisconsin - Madison Ending Date: 9/30/02
Wisconsin Center for Education Research
750 University Avenue
Madison, WI 53706
608-263-2714

Purpose: The institute designed by this project will plan and conduct a five-year strategic program of research
and dissemination to generate information on effective strategies for improving leamning opportunities and
results for the full range of students with disabilities in secondary school settings.

Method: Using a framework from a longitudinal study of successful school restructuring, five action research
programs will be undertaken with teams of teacher-researchers in significantly restructured secondary schools
where youth with disabilities are being served in regular or special classes. Field studies in urban, suburban, and
rural action research schools will examine the effects of assessment on the design and delivery of integrated
instruction and support strategies, parental and student engagement in standards-based initiatives, and career
exploration and planning processes which produce high levels of achievement and ‘postschool outcomes.

Products: Research synthesis papers, best practice briefs, and a Design Forum will be completed in the first year
of the project to focus and prioritize the five research programs. A national network of dissemination and out-
reach partner organizations will assist in making the results of the studies widely available to parents, teachers,
administrators, and policymakers.

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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(84.158Q)
Outreach Projects for Services for

Youth with Disabilties

Grant Number: H158Q970005

TRANS TECH: Transition into Technology
Project Director: Ferrara, Joseph Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Minot State University Ending Date: 9/30/00
North Dakota Center for Persons with Disabilities
500 University Avenue W
Minot, ND 58707
701-858-3580

Purpose: The TRANS TECH project will develop and test a proof-of-concept distance technology model to
enable students with mild disabilities on four Indian Reservations in rural North Dakota to work as telecom-
muters, providing employment opportunities within the capabilities of these students and, through communica
tions technology, enabling them to complete work for distant employers.

Method.: In order to develop its telecommuting model, TRANS TECH will focus on five operational objectives
and conduct activities that develop new materials, implement new procedures, and maintain accurate records.
Project staff will develop at least 30 community-based telecommunications jobs in rural North Dakota. They
will help teachers as they use job-specific assessment tools to collect data on at least 100 students’ interests and
aptitudes, and they will provide inservice training, materials, and technical support to school faculty as they
teach telecommuting to at least 30 students. Staff will also support vocational rehabilitation counselors and
teachers in student placement and they will help use community resources to support their work.

Products: The TRANS TECH project will be a collaborative effort involving personnel from rural school dis-
tricts, vocational rehabilitation, school-to-work programs, and the university. The project will support at least 30
students with mild disabilities as they transition from high school programs into distance technology employ-
ment opportunities. Project findings and materials will be disseminated via the Internet, through network-based
consultation and training, and by means of journal articles and presentations at national conferences.
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Grant Number: H158Q970006

Leadership and Peer Educator Training Project
Project Director: Peterson, Willa Beginning Date: 10/24/97
Fitchburg State College Ending Date: 10/23/00
Academic Affairs 160 Pearl Street
160 Pearl Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
508-345-2151

Purpose: The Leadership and Peer Educator Training Project for high school and undergraduate students with
disabilities is designed to assist these students to discover and enhance their leadership ability and to promote
outreach to high school students and their families regarding strategies for effective transition.

Method: The project trains students to serve as peer mentors for students with disabilities, promoting self-advo-
cacy, alerting them to disability rights and awareness, and enhancing effective transition from school to adult
life. The Leadership and Peer Educator Training Project will be replicated at five campuses during the funding
period. Each college will commit to creating a partnership with a local high school. Total minimum participa-
tion is expected to be 15 high schools with 15 college campuses. Project staff will provide technical assistance
and training in the development of peer mentor programs.

Products: The project will develop and disseminate a facilitator’s manual, curriculum, and training materials;
publish articles; and have students make presentations at regional and national conferences to promote outreach
of program findings. As a result of such training, students become more active on campus, in the community,
and in their own career development. Successful graduates of the program can join a Statewide Speakers
Bureau and continue to serve as effective advocates for outreach and education of high schoo! students, parents,
and educators in all aspects of transition planning.

Grant Number: H158Q970008
Outreach Projects for Services for Youth with Disabilities
Project Director: Dowse, Patricia Beginning Date: 1/01/98
New York State Rehabilitation Association Ending Date: 12/31/00
155 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12210
518-449-2976

Purpose: This outreach project is designed to assist educational agencies and community rehabilitation programs
in implementing proven models and exemplary practices to improve secondary education and transition services
for youth with disabilities. By replicating effective school-community rehabilitation partnerships through the
use of a direct mentoring process, this project will close the gap between research involving effective models
and the actual replication of exemplary practices that are cost-effective and focused on student results.

Method: Through the state level partnership between the New York State Rehabilitation Association (NYSRA)
and the State Education Department’s Office of Vocational and Educational Services for individuals with disabil-
ities, the project intends to disseminate information about proven models and exemplary practices that demon-
strate improved secondary and transition services. It will replicate proven models and exemplary practices in
multiple sites that represent diverse student populations, schools with varying income levels, and urban/rural set-
tings across the state, and it will evaluate outreach activities to determine their effectiveness.
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Products: Multiple outcome measures for the specific goals and objectives will be evaluated to determine the
effectiveness of the outreach strategies for dissemination and replication of exemplary practices. The evaluation
will measure multiple indicators of student results, and other indices of the effects of the exemplary practices in
multiple sites through a formative and summative evaluation plan to allow both the reporting of cost informa-
tion, effectiveness of strategies, and successful replication of the model or practices.

Grant Number: H158Q970009

Transition Service Integration Expansion Project
Project Director: Pumpian, lan Beginning Date: 10/01/97
San Diego State University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Research Foundation
5250 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92182-1931
619-594-7179

Purpose: This project proposes to link integrated individualized employment at above-minimum wages with a
stable system for long-term career support, recreation, postsecondary education, and community living services
for individuals with the most severe disabilities, mainly from racially or ethnically diverse backgrounds in met-
ropolitan San Francisco and San Diego. This outreach project will build from a new transition model that was
designed to better integrate the resources, expertise, and responsibilities of local public schools and agencies,
and those of state and regional centers.

Method: The partnerships created by implementing the transition model and integrating the network of service
providers will operate in response to the needs and interests of secondary students through person-centered plan-
ning. Support staff will be co-located or subcontracted with the service provider sites. Career and related serv-
ices for the secondary students will be provided by public school and Transition Partnership Program staff with
the active involvement of the service agencies to ensure successful transitions after graduation.

Products: 1t is anticipated that the successful outreach of this model in large metropolitan areas of California
across a minimum of 12 agencies with a collective capacity to serve approximately 120 transitioning students
will have a major positive impact on the delivery of services and the level of unemployment, and will improve
the career advancement potential and access to normalized community settings for adults with the most severe
disabilities throughout the state of California and the nation.

Grant Number: H158Q970014

Self-Determined Learning Model of Instruction: A National Qutreach Project
Project Director: Agran, Martin Beginning Date: 9/01/97
Utah State University Ending Date: 8/31/00
Dept. of Special Ed. and Rehabilitation '
2865 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT 84322-2865
435-797-2381
Fax Number: 435-797-3572
E-mail: powder@cc.usu.edu

Purpose: This project proposes to begin a collaboration among the departments of special education at Utah
State University and the University of Utah and a consortium of participating universities in the intermountain
area to prepare qualified personnel via distance education.
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Method: Teacher preparation courses in severe disabilities offered at Utah State University and the University of
Utah will be interactively broadcast to three other universities in the intermountain area on the Internet using
videoconferencing technology. Special software and hardware will allow interactive videoconferencing that is
interactive, user-friendly, and extremely inexpensive. Through this project, a national faculty of recognized pro-
fessionals in the area of severe disabilities will be developed and will participate in the delivery of the program,
providing information and technical assistance.

Products: Direct benefits will be provided to approximately 125 students from two states, and 15 workshops on
the model will be delivered (with between 25 and 40 teachers attending each workshop). Project personnel will
disseminate information about the project’s findings to each state chapter of The Arc as well as through their
Website. Findings will also be disseminated through articles and at national, state, and local meetings.

Grant Number: H158Q970017

ADA/504 Classroom Support Development
Project Director: Yazza, Angey Beginning Date: 10/01/97
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs Ending Date: 9/30/00
OIEP, Fort Defiance Agency, P.O. Box 110
Fort Defiance, AZ 86504
520-729-7253
Fax Number: 520-729-7259
E-mail: angey yazza@ios.doi.gov

Purpose: The project intends to provide more efficient mental health support for Navajo children on the reserva-
tion. It is expected to reduce the high rate of inappropriate special education placements. The Fort Defiance
Agency has developed classrooms specifically designed to meet the needs of children who have been identified
as behavior disordered or who manifest severe emotional problems which are environmental in nature and would
be considered temporary conditions.

Method: The project director will implement the following training programs: A traditional American Indian
practitioner will be recommended by the Navajo Nation to provide training for staff in Navajo culture and to act
as a cultural liaison to the children and their families on site and at the children’s residences. Two professionals
will be hired and trained to provide transitional support to children from a cultural context. Parents of children
in residence will be trained, as will community and school members from local areas. A partnership with
Northern Arizona University will be set up to provide a comprehensive plan of program evaluation, focusing on
recidivism rates after the trainings and after acculturation programs are strengthened as well as on analysis of
treatment plan objectives for relevance to the children’s needs outside of the ADA/504 classroom.

Products: Successful implementation of this project is expected to assist the people of the Navajo reservation
community by assuring that their children can receive mental health services at community schools rather than
off-reservation. Limited funds available to Indian people can be used more efficiently at school and can be
coordinated at the local level through the schools themselves. Children and parents can benefit from more direct
service provision in the area of parenting and family counseling.
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Grant Number: H158Q970027

GED Success for Students with Learning Disabilities & Behavior Disorders

Project Director: Bassett, Lee Beginning Date: 11/01/97
Washington Research Institute Ending Date: 10/31/00
150 Nickerson Street Suite 305

Seattle, WA 98109

206-285-9317

Purpose: The project intends to provide students with disabilities who have dropped out of school with
improved opportunities to obtain-a GED. It will accomplish its goals by developing a cadre of highly trained
and supported teacher-trainers at four model demonstration sites, utilizing the “GED Success Program” model.

Method: The project will provide students with access to effective transition services, community-based employ-
ment opportunities, and adult service providers. Based on a highly structured, validated curriculum and program
model, students will be offered an alternative secondary program option. The project will disseminate “GED
Success Program” information to school districts, special education professionals, and consumer/advocacy
groups in the target states. It will select a model demonstration site in each of the states and will train selected
district teacher-trainer teams on the system implementation and curriculum program components of the model.
It will also provide annual on-site technical assistance to the sites. Finally, the project will evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the implemented models and training at all sites and will revise its curriculum appropriately and dis-
seminate products to national special education communities.

Products: The project expects to create a cost-effective outreach and replication system which will eventually
involve other interested districts throughout the Northeast in implementing the program model to best fit local
conditions and student needs. The result of the project is anticipated to be a comprehensive consumer-driven
evaluation of product and system processes that will result in a highly replicable and sustainable program option
for students with disabilities who have not found success at the secondary level.

Grant Number: H158Q970029
High School High Tech Comes to Iowa: A Proven Strategy for Transitioning

Students with Disabilities to Technological Fields
Project Director: Nietupski, John Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Grant Wood Area Education Agency Ending Date: 9/30/00
4401 Sixth Street, SW
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404-4499
319-399-6442

Purpose: This project is a partnership between educational entities and students with disabilities and their fami-
lies to implement a high school high-tech (HSHT) program that has been demonstrated to be effective in
expanding employment and postsecondary education opportunities for students with disabilities.

Method: The project will form a steering committee of key stakeholders for project oversight and assistance in
institutionalizing HSHT beyond the federal funding period and it will obtain commitments from three to six
high-tech businesses in the local area. Curriculum modules, training methodologies, and assistive technology
will be developed, addressing skills identified within targeted industries/firms. The program will be implement-
ed in the target area and later replicated in an additional community. Graduating students will be linked to jobs
or postsecondary training in high-tech fields.
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Products: The project is expected to serve a minimum of 150 high school students with a wide range of disabili-
ties. Student/family and employer satisfaction with project processes as well as impact on transition students
will be assessed. The HSHT project will be evaluated and project findings and materials will be disseminated
within lowa and nationally, targeting professionals, parents, employers, and the general public.

Grant Number: H158Q970033
Take Charge for the Future: A Multistate Collaborative Outreach Project to

Promote Student Involvement in Transition Planning
Project Director: Powers, Laurie Beginning Date.: 10/01/97
Oregon Health Sciences University Ending Date: 9/30/00
Child Development and Rehabilitation Center
3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd, L106
Portland, OR 97201
503-232-9154

Purpose: Take Charge for the Future is a multi-state collaborative outreach project to promote student involve-
ment in transition planning. The project takes a comprehensive approach and is being collaboratively imple-
mented by schools and community organizations in order to facilitate youth participation in transition planning.

Method: Project components include coaching for youth in the application of transition planning strategies, men-
torship, peer support, parent support, and staff training and technical assistance. Take Charge for the Future is
designed as a supported, self-help experience for students intended for delivery in inclusive settings.

Products: The project will design and disseminate detailed outreach materials and will develop model demon-
stration sites in each outreach state. It includes a systematic program of state-wide in-service training and tech-
nical assistance and a detailed evaluation of the impacts associated with outreach and model delivery. All out-
reach products and findings will be intensively disseminated through presentations directed at regional and
national audiences, publications, and Internet links.

Grant Number: H158Q970039
Sponsoring Local Secondary and Transitional Initiatives for Youth with

Disabilities: A Technology Supported, Total Outreach Training Approach

Project Director: Stowitschek, Joseph J. Beginning Date: 9/01/97
University of Washington Ending Date: 8/31/00
Experimental Education Unit Box 357925

Seattle, WA 98195-7925

206-543-4011

Purpose: This project will continue a national transition initiative with an unconventional outreach approach that
sponsors local secondary and transition initiatives in school districts, setting the stage to facilitate the adoption
and adaptation of sound model components, strategies, and exemplary transition practices, particularly for youth
with disabilities who are difficult to serve.

Method: Using the models and products of five secondary education and transition projects completed at the
University of Washington, a total quality outreach approach will be employed to increase the responsiveness of
participants toward adopting focused sets of exemplary practices according to self-prioritized needs. The general
design of the project is to bring secondary educators and transition service practitioners who work with youth
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with disabilities through three phases of outreach in which they initiate a process of program self-analysis and
renewal, sustain the process by assimilating selected model components and exemplary practices into their own
program activities, and extend the process as on-site outreach resources.

Products: Educational staff, parent representatives, student representatives, and related services personnel will
work with project methods to implement, adapt, and sustain within their own programs the selected exemplary
practices with direct and indirect support from project staff and from a cadre of exemplary practices specialists.
Participants will become local outreach resources, working to extend the use of selected exemplary practices
across programs within their local organizations. Materials, media, and curricula pertaining to exemplary prac-
tices will be provided by the project. Inservice training and technical assistance will be provided via interactive
telecommunications employing recognized specialists in secondary and transition models and selected exempla-
ry practices.
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(84.158V) |
Model Demonstration Projects to Improve t

Delivery and Outcomes of Secondary Educatlén
Serv1ces for Students Wlth Dlsablhtles

Grant Number: H158V970005
Baltimore Work-Based Learning 2000:

Including All Students in School to Work Activities
Project Director: Tilson, George Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Transcen, Inc Ending Date: 9/30/00
451 Hungerford Dr., Suite 700
Rockville, MD 20850
301-424-2002

Purpose: The purpose of the Baltimore Work-Based Learning 2000 project is to ensure that students with dis-
abilities, through participation in generic vocational, career education, and school-to-work activities, successfully
transition from secondary education into meaningful employment or further education and training. The project
will be implemented in two Baltimore City public schools and disseminated to other school districts in
Maryland.

Method: The project will work with current school-to-work systems-change efforts to restructure academic or
vocational course offerings so that over 200 students with disabilities are included in the full range of career
activities. It will provide training and technical assistance to over 100 school personnel to ensure that targeted
students are included in all programs and services. The project will ensure that vocational assessments, service
delivery, and career counseling meet the needs of students with disabilities, and that targeted students receive
counseling, tutoring, assistive technology, and other necessary accommodations.

Products: Project activities will be evaluated in terms of meeting proposed outcomes of employment or postsec-
ondary education and training, and the successful features of the model will be disseminated to other schools in
Baltimore and throughout Maryland.

Grant Number: H158V970019
Project MOVE: Mentoring Opportunities for Vocational Exploration —A Program

for Secondary Students with Disabilities
Project Director: McCue, Michael Beginning Date: 10/01/97
Center for Applied Neuropsychology Ending Date: 9/30/00
100 First Ave., Suite 900
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-391-4590

Purpose: The purpose of Project MOVE is to develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate effective methods
to increase the number of individuals with disabilities who complete secondary education programs, and to
improve the potential for successful transition to the workplace and to postsecondary education or vocational
training for these students.
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