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ABSTRACT

Council of Teachers of English on reading,
complex act of constructing meaning from print.
interactions with other readers, people learn to read critically,

what they read, and to respond in a certain way. To make sure that all

This pamphlet presents a position statement by the National
suggesting that reading is a

It argues that during

to question

individuals have access to the perscnal pleasures and intellectual benefits

of full literacy,
students with (1) access to a wide range of texts;
wide range of materials;
repertoire of skills and strategies;
speaking, and listening support each other; and (5) access to the

writing,

literacy skills needed in a technologically advanced society.

the pamphlet argues that society and schools must provide
(2) ample time to read a
(3) teachers who help them develop an extensive

(4) opportunities to learn how reading,

It also

suggests that all teachers need an extensive knowledge of language
development; all administrators need to secure funds and provide

opportunities for professional development; and all educational stakeholders

" need to understand that they can best support beginning and advanced readers

by participating actively in public conversation about the goals of literacy
learning. (RS)
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Furthermore,
NCTE
believes
that...

¢ all teachers need to develop an ex-
tensive knowledge of language de-
velopment, a thorough knowledge
of all the language arts—including
reading and a repertoire of teaching
strategies deep and broad enough to
meet the needs of every student;

e all administrators need to secure
funds and provide opportunities for
professional development; and

e all educational stakeholders—edu-
cators, policy makers, and the gen-
eral public—need to understand that
they can best support beginning and
advanced readers by participating
actively in public conversation
about the broad goals of literacy
learning while acknowledging
teachers as curricula decision
makers. -

8/99

Single copies of this statement are available free upon request,
and may be copied without permission from NCTE. Multiple
copies are available at a bulk rate of U.S. $7 per 100, prepaid
only. Stock # 36516. Send request to NCTE Order Department,
1111 W. Kenyon Road, Urbana, _wo_mo_._ocm.
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