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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines national and statewide
trends in the well-being of the nation's children. The statistical portrait
is based on 10 indicators of well-being: (1) low birthweight infants; (2)
infant mortality; (3) child death; (4) teen deaths by accident, homicide, and
suicide; (5) teen birth rate; (6) number of teens who are high school
dropouts; (7) teens not attending school and not working; (8) children living
with parents who lack full-time, year-round employment; (9) children in
poverty; and (10) families headed by a single parent. The report's overview
includes descriptions of risk factors and exemplary models and strategies.
The report indicates that between the mid 1980s and 1990s, there were
increases in the percent of low birthweight infants, teen birth rate, percent
of children living in poverty, and percent of families headed by a single
parent. There were declines in infant and child mortality rates; percent of
teens not attending school and not working; and percent of children living
with parents who lack full-time, year-round employment. There was little
change in the rate of teen deaths by accident, homicide, and suicide and the
percent of teens who are high school dropouts. The bulk of the report is
comprised of national and state profiles. National profiles include
information on child health and social and economic characteristics; juvenile
justice; family risk index; and trends for indicators. State rankings are
provided for indicators. Three appendices provide standard scores and
multi-year trend data and national composite ranks. Definitions, data
sources, and criteria for selecting indicators are included. (KB)
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