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ABSTRACT

This brochure for educators discusses underachievement and

gifted students. The causes of underachievement are reviewed, which include
parents who do not stress the importance of academic achievement and do not
set high standards, divorce or strained relations between the family members,
peer group pressure, an unchallenging and unmotivating curriculum, teachers
who do not appreciate or recognize the student's unique talents and

abilities,

and gifted students who may not believe that they can do well.

Strategies that teachers can use to reverse the underachievement process are

outlined,

such as:

(1) ensure that opportunities are provided for academic
(2) provide opportunities for students to

challenge within the classroom;
pursue topics of interest through independent projects; (3) help
underachieving students set realistic goals that they can eventually reach;
and (4) encourage students to pursue out of school interests. (CR)
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