DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 427 208 CE 078 111

AUTHOR Kapes, Jerome T.; Martinez, Linda

TITLE Career Assessment: Recently Developed Instruments Useful for
School-to-Work Programs.

PUB DATE 1998-12-11

NOTE 16p.; Paper presented at the American Vocational Association
Convention (New Orleans, LA, December 11, 1998).

PUB TYPE Reports - Research (143) -- Speeches/Meeting Papers (150)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Adult Education; Annotated Bibliographies; Aptitude Tests;

Attitude Measures; Basic Skills; Career Choice; *Career
Counseling; *Education Work Relationship; Interest
Inventories; Postsecondary Education; Secondary Education;
Vocational Adjustment; *Vocational Aptitude; *Vocational
Education; *Vocational Interests; Vocational Maturity; *Work
Attitudes

IDENTIFIERS *Career Assessment

ABSTRACT

This document describes 32 recently developed career
assessment instruments that have been deemed useful for school-to-work
programs. The following instruments are among those profiled: Ability
Explorer; Adult Measure of Essential Skills; Aptitude Interest Inventory;
Ashland Interest Assessment; Barriers to Employment Success Inventory; Basic
Skills Locator Test; Career Anchors: Discovering Your Real Values, Revised;
Career Planning Survey; Career Profile Assessment; Career Scope; Career
SnapShot 2001; Career Thoughts Inventory; COIN Basic Skills and Career
Interest Survey; Employability Maturity Interview; Employee Reliability
Inventory; Guide for Occupational Exploration Inventory; Job Search Attitude
Inventory; Leisure to Occupations Connective Search; Leisure/Work Search
Inventory; Magellan; Occupational Clues; School to Work Career Survey;
Strategic Assessment of Readiness for Training; Transition Planning
Inventory; Vocational Interest Assessment System; Wonderlic Basic Skills
Test; Work Adjustment Inventory; Work Adjustment Scale; Workmate; and Work
Temperament Inventory. A table that constitutes 75% of the document presents
the following information for each instrument: name; publisher; date of
publication; cost of an individual test; intended audience; publisher's phone
number and Web page address; number of scales, administration time; '
availability or machine or hand scoring; availability of a computer-based
version; types of scores reported, references to reviews; brief description,
and publisher's E-mail address. (MN)

khkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkkrhhkhkhkhk

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* from the original document. *
khkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkrrhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhrAhhkhkhkhkhhkrkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhtk

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ED 427 208

07¢ (1]

YERIC
U

Career Assessment: Recently Developed Instruments
Useful for School-to Work Programs

Jerome T. Kapes
Professor of Educational Psychology
Linda Martinez
Doctoral Student, Career Development Education

Department of Educational Psychology
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843
(409) 845-5479

o"l‘J.S. 'Q:EPABTMENT OF EDdUCATION b
ice of Edy R and Imp. ERMISSION TO REPROD
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION DISSEMINATE THIS MATE!;JI?\E Q;‘g
_ CENTER (ERIC) BEEN GRANTED gy
is document has been reproduced as
eceived from the person or organization

originating it.
O Minor changes have been made to o
improve reproduction quality.

¢ Points of view or opinions stated in this TOTHE EDUCATIONAL HESOURCES
document do not necessarily represent INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)
official OERI position or policy.

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Vocation Association
New Orleans, LA
December 11, 1998.

2 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



Background

As a part of the School-to-Work movement, extensive counseling and guidance
activities, including career assessment, are involved. In order for guidance personnel to
exercise good professional judgment concerning which instruments to utilize to assist
students with there career decision making, trustworthy information about these
instruments is imperative. One source of information that could be very usefill for these
purposes is the NCDA publication: A Counselor’s Guide to Career Assessment
Instruments (Kapes, Mastie, & Whitfield, 1994).

The 1st edition of A Counselor’s Guide was published in 1982, and the 2nd edition
in 1988 by the National Career Development Association (NCDA). The 3rd edition, which
was released in November 1994, contains approximately 150 more pages than the
previous edition (500 vs. 350) and reviews or briefly describes almost 300 instruments.
This paper and presentation describes instruments not included in the 3™ edition that are
currently under consideration for inclusion in the 4® edition of the Guide.

Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of this presentation is to describe recently developed instruments

useful for school-to work programs. The basis and primary source of information for this

information is the research underwa to revise the 3™ edition of A Counselor’s Guide to
y

Career Assessment Instruments (Kapes, Mastie, & Whitfield, 1994). The objectives are:
(1) to provide a listing of relevant career assessment instruments not included in the 3™
edition of the Guide, and (2) to describe the essential characteristics of each of the
instruments in an easy to read table.
Method

The instruments included in the table are described and compared on the following
set of 15 characteristics: Name of Instrument, Publisher, Date of Publication, Intended
Population, Cost of Individual Test, Publisher Phone Number(s), Web Page URL, Number
of Scales (#SCR), Time to Administer (Time), Machine or Hand Scoring Availability
(SCG), Computer-Based Version Availability (CB), Types of Scores Reported (SCR
RPT), References to Reviews (if any) (Ref), Brief Descriptions and Email Address.



[nformation for the table was gathered from reviewing sources of tests descriptions and
reviews such as Tests in Print IV, Tests, Tests Critiques, Mental Measurements
Yearbooks 11, 12 And 13; reviewing test catalogues of the publishers known to produce
Career assessments, and personal communications with publisher representatives,
Results

The information about the above described 15 characteristics is provided in an
extensive table that shows the wide variety of career relevant behavior assessed by these
recent instruments. Measures selected for inclusion are those designed to assess one or
more aspects of aptitude, achievement, interests, values, career development, or
personality. From all of the sources reviewed, a total of 32 relatively recent instruments
that could be considered useful in school-to-work programs were discovered. A review of
these instruments based upon the characteristics they measure indicates that interests is the
most frequently measured trait with 15 of the instruments assessing interests either solely
or in conjunction with other traits. In descending order the other traits assessed were:
aptitude (11), career development (8), personality (6), achievement (2), values (2) and
special needs (1). Note that many of the instruments assess more than one trait, and while
only one instrument was designed specifically for special populations, many of the others
could be used with students with special needs. From the table it can also be seen that the
instruments cover a wide range of costs, scores, times, and scoring options. Because they
are new, not many have had reviews published which evaluated their usefulness.

Given the interactive nature of this presentation it is hoped that participants will
share their own experience with these relatively new instruments. Also, participants are

encouraged to suggest other new instruments not included in either this listing or in the 3™

edition of the Guide for consideration for inclusion in the 4™ edition. Lastly, as a result of
the presentation, it is hoped that participants will take the opportunity to make content or
format suggestions to make the 4® edition of the Guide more useful to counselor’s and

others educators who use career assessments in career planning and school-to-work

programs.
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