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ABSTRACT

This "Indicator of the Month" from the National Center for
Educational Statistics presents data on American children's participation in
preprimary education. In addition to data tables, key findings are
summarized: (1) preprimary enrollment rates for 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds were
higher in 1996 than in 1991--in 1996, 37 percent of 3-year-olds, 58 percent
of 4-year-olds, and 90 percent of 5-year-olds were enrolled in preprimary
education; (2) in 1996, similar percentages of White and Black 3- and
4-year-olds were enrolled in center-based programs, while their Hispanic
peers were less likely to be enrolled; (3) three- and four-year-olds from
families with incomes of more than $50,000 were more likely than 3- and
4-year-olds from families with incomes of $50,000 or less to be enrolled in
preprimary education; and (4) there was a positive relationship between
parents' educational attainment and the enrollment rates of 3- and
4-year-olds; as parents' educational attainment increased, so did enrollment
rates of their children. (EV)

Fhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkrkhhhhhrkhrhkhkhbhhkhkhhkhkhkrkhhhhhhbhkhhhbrhhkhhhrhbhrhhhhhhhhhhkhhdhhkdkhhkihr

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* from the original document. *
L2222 222 2222220222222 2222222 R 2Rl 2t dd 22 A2 AR RRR RS SRR R R R 2 2 R 2 2 2 X

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ye

IND}\IdC(t)‘\;OR NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS
OF THE TH ) ‘ ) _

- F - . -Preprimary education
January 1999 - B | \ enroliment

Participating in early childhood programs such as Head Start, nursery school, prekindergarten, and kindergarten
can better prepare a child to enter first grade. Many policymakers and educators believe that it Is Important to
help all children start elermentary school on an equal footing with other children. Involving students in preprimary
programs beginning at earlier ages may provide these students with vc/ucb/e experiences rhoT will he/p them start
elementary school better prepared fo learn.

B Preprimary enrollment rates for 3-, 4-, and 5-year- M Three- and 4-year-olds from families with incomes

ED 426 784

olds were higher in 1996 than in 1991. In 1996, 37
percent of 3-year-olds, 58 percent of 4-year-olds,
and 90 percent of 5-year-olds were enrolled in
preprimary education.

In 1996, similar percentages of white and black 3-
and 4-year-olds were enrolled in center-based pro-
grams, while their Hispanic peers were less likely

of more than $50,000 were more likely than 3- and
4-year-olds from families with incomes of $50,000
or less to be enrolled in preprimary education.

There was a positive relationship between parents’
educational attainment and the enrollment rates
of 3- and 4-year-olds: as parents’ educational at-
tainment increased, so did the preprimary

to be enrolled. enrollment rates of their children. However, en-
rollment rates of 5-year-olds were similar,

regardless of their parents’ educational attainment.

Percentage of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds enrolled in center-based programs or kindergarten, by selected
student characteristics: 1991, 1993, 1995, and 1996

3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Selected student characteristics 1991 1993 1995 1996 1991 1993 1995 1996 1991 1993 1995 1996
Total 314 341 374 367 52,7 553 609 57.7 864 900 903 90.2
Race/ethnicity
White 334 337 402 396 524 537 608 588 857 889 886 888
Black 316 419 411 405 674 629 682 678 923 932 937 941
Hispanic 198 272 212 221 475 489 490 453 853 914 934 904
Household income
$10.000 or less 254 327 262 260 433 526 543 527 86.1 892 909 927
10,001-20,000 232 216 270 280 450 472 523 453 846 904 897 876
20,001-35,000' 213 222 277 308 480 478 497 506 85.1 868 907 878
35,001-50,000' 334 379 381 422 523 672 595 582 873 906 885 897
60,001 or more 529 687 612 550 748 732 807 758 890 937 909 928
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 173 171 160 %220 331 428 2424 W13 855 799 925 903
High school diploma or GED 230 230 263 289 408 432 5101 473 848 890 892 899
Some college/vocational/technical 310 359 356 345 563 611 633 598 877 911 902 886
Bachelor's degree 425 411 517 496 672 641 707 626 881 925 916 926
Graduate/professional school 530 619 %08 604 720 733 779 781 870 943 898 921
Family structure
Two biological or adoptive parents — 344 386 380 — 851 613 678 — 891 888 890
One biological or adoptive parent — 338 39 373 — 572 630 584 — 921 940 N9
One biological/adoptive and one
step parent — 327 231 %47 — %95 %69 %458 — 873 894 932
Other relatives — 2348 %208 2231 — %22 %13 %59 — %26 880 965
— Not avallable. ages 3-5 who were not enrolied in first grade. Age s as of December 31 of the

prior year.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1991 (Earty Childhood Education

File), 1993 {School Readiness File), 1995 (Earty Childhood Program Participation
NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are children from otherracial  gjig), and 1996 (Parent and Family Involvernent In Education File).
ethnic groups and other types of famnily structures. This analysis Includes children
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Percentage of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds enrolled in center-based programs or kindergarien
Total enrollment rate: 1991, 1993, 1995, and 1996
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NOTE: Included In the total but not shown separately are chlldren from
other raclal/ ethnic groups. This analysls Includes chiidren ages 3-5 who
were not enrolled In first grade. Age Is as of December 31 of the prior
year.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, Natlonal Household Education Survey (NHES), 1991 (Early
Chlidhood Education File), 1993 (School Readiness File), 1995 (Early
Childhood Program Participation File), and 1996 (Parent and Family
Involvernent in Education Fllg).
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This indicator Is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1998. It Is In
the public domain and may be reproduced without permission.
Suggested citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, The Condition of Education 1998, NCES 1999-004.
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. To obtain a copy of
the full volume of The Condition of Education, contact ED Pubs at
(877) 433-7827 (E-mall: edpubs@inet.ed.gov). The full Indicator and all
supplemental tables pertaining to this indicator may be viewed at
hitp://nces.ed.gov/pubs98/condition98/c9801a01 .htmi
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