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ABSTRACT

This guide presents a list of writing skills that all
students should know and be able to do at each grade level from kindergarten
through sixth grade, as determined by the Idaho State Board of Education. It
presents, grade by grade, a list of target skills and sample assessment
methods. The guide also includes columns identifying three processes that a
teacher takes the student through for each skill, allowing an "X" to be
placed in the column next to the skill where it is expected to be introduced,
reinforced, and/or finally placed in long-term memory. This is intended to
help the teacher determine the lesson and amount of repeated practice that
will help achieve mastery of the skill. Three thinking levels (factual,
applied/analysis, and synthesis) are also identified in columns. These
thinking levels may help the teacher develop an assessment to measure the
skill in question. The guide is intended to help build a basis for curriculum
development, instructional strategy, and assessment practices, and provide
consistency across the state in what is being taught and learned. Schools may
wish to use the guide as a resource in developing and writing curriculum at
the local level. The guide will also help provide parents, teachers, and
students with knowledge of what is being taught in a logical scope and
sequence by grade level. An appendix contains a scoring standard for
kindergarten writing. (SR)
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SCORING STANDARD FOR KINDERGARTEN WRITING

Stage

Description

Samples

. Scribble State

Sets starting point at any place on
page

=
s

. Directional Scribble

Demonstrates left to right
progression; may tend to progress
downward

. Symbolic/Mock letters

Uses personal or conventional

formation

. Strings of Letters

Progresses from 'eft to right, using
upper and lower case letters

. Groups of letters

Groups letters with occasional
spaces to resemble words

. Labeling Pictures

Matches beginning sounds with
printed letters

. Environmental Print

Copies letters/words from
environmental print with frequent
reversals

. Letter/Word

Representation

Uses first letter of word to represent
entire word

WY

| went to town.

. First/Last Letters for

Word Representation

Uses beginning and ending sounds
to represent entire word

8RD

@ bird

. Medial Letter Sounds

Hears and writes words with
beginning, middle, and ending
sounds

I LIKTOGOTO

S t like to go to school.

. Beginning Phrase
Writing

Uses all of above skills to construct
“phrases” to convey the “story” of a
picture

MPETDOG

. Sentence Writing

Constructs words into sentence
formation with more correct use of
upper and lower case letters

This Xande is
M “?his candy is mine.
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