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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines statewide trends from 1992
to 1996 in the well being of Tennessee's children. The statistical portrait
is based on trends in 16 indicators of child well being: (1) enrollment in
state health insurance program; (2) births lacking adequate prenatal care;
(3) low-birthweight births; (4) infant mortality rate; (5) child death rate;
(5) teen violent death rate; (6) teen pregnancy rate; (7) teen sexually
transmitted disease rate; (8) percent students receiving special education;
(9) dropout rate; (10) child abuse and neglect rate; (11) juvenile court
referral rate; (12) state care/custody rate; (13) per capita income; (14)
percent of children in families receiving Aid to Families with Dependent
Children; (15) percent of population receiving food stamps; and (16) percent
children participating in National School Lunch Program. Following an
overview of statewide findings, the report provides county profiles for each
of the health, social, and economic indicators, and indicates the percentage
change from the 1992 to the 1996 report. The reports findings indicate that
the percent of population enrolled in the TennCare health insurance program
decreased from 1994 to 1996. Although prenatal care improved and infant
mortality declined, the percent of low birth weight babies increased from
1990 to 1995. There were improvements in the child death rate, the teen
pregnancy rate, sexually transmitted disease among teens, and the high school
dropout rate. There were increases in the teen violent death rate, the
percent of students receiving special education services, child abuse and
neglect rates, and percent of students participating in school nutrition
programs. (KB)
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