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When I became Librarian of Congress in 1987, I
suggested that special guides be created to de-
scribe the Library’s resources in major subject
categories. The purpose was to connect related
materials across different administrative divi-
sions and formats and thus encourage broader
public use of these invaluable collections.

Many Nations is the fourth such “resource
guide” to Library of Congress holdings. Respond-
ing to increasing public interest in various aspects
of America’s heritage, the Library began a proj-
ect to identify and describe the Library’s vast col-
lections related to American Indians and Alaska
Natives some years ago. Many Nations was pre-
ceded by a guide to the Library’s materials re-
lating to black history and culture, The African-
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FOREWORD

American Mosaic. Like its predecessor, this publi-
cation was compiled by a team of Library staff
members, the people who work with the collec-
tions on a daily basis, including librarians, refer-
ence and curatorial specialists, historians, ana-
lysts, and editors.

We hope that this attempt to describe our col-
lections related to the rich and diverse Native
American experience, from earliest accounts to
the present day, will help make our resources
more accessible for researchers and the general
public—and may provide new perspectives in a
rapidly growing area of study.

James H. Billington
Librarian of Congress

13



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Raven, woodcut by John Frazer Mills, illustrating "The Wild Woman of the Woods" in Once Upon A Totem by Christie Harris
(New York: Atheneum, 1963); E98.629 (LC-USZ62-115664). General Collections.

This story, from a book featuring the mythology of Northwest Coast peoples, stars raven, one of the emblems or totems of
their legendary history. Raven leads a spirit boy to rescue children who had been captured and taken to her lair in the forest
by Tezlemogk, an ugly ogress. Tricking the ogress with appeals to her vanity, the boy plucks the children from a salmon rack,
where they have been hung to smoke, and sets them on the backs of friendly bears for the ride back to their village.



INTRODUCTION TO
AMERICAN INDIAN
RESEARCH AT THE
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The serious researcher who is in the beginning
stages of lengthy research on American Indian
topics, and who has ample time to devote to such
a project, would do well to make the Library of
Congress a base from which to explore. For some
projects, the Library’s prodigious collections in a
wide variety of formats may obviate the need to
leave the base. Thousands of books contain in-
formation on North American Indians. The Li-
brary also holds what is probably the largest
collection of manuscripts relating to American
history—of which America’s Indian people were
an integral part—as well as extensive holdings
of prints, photographs, broadsides, posters, gov-
ernment documents, laws and legal materials,
films, videos, television programs, and sound
recordings. If the Library does not have the ma-
terial one needs, it likely has the resources to re-
veal where that material is. Further, the Library
is only a short distance from three other ma-
jor repositories of information regarding Amer-
ican Indian people, the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
the Smithsonian’s National Anthropological Ar-
chives, and the National Archives and Records
Administration.

The size and complexity of the Library, how-
ever, dictate that a researcher’s time will be most
efficiently used, especially where travel is in-
volved, by exhausting all of one’s local and
regional institutional resources to identify re-
search guides, bibliographies, and catalogs that
include Library of Congress holdings.

Library of Congress resources are formidable,
and many have remained hitherto undiscovered,
but its collections are not comprehensive (con-
trary to a long-held misconception, the Library
of Congress does not have everything ever pub-
lished). For example, the Library’s collections
are not significantly strong in linguistics, locally
and tribally produced materials, or textbooks be-
low college level. Other institutions, such as
the Smithsonian Institution, the Newberry Li-
brary, the Library of the American Philosophical

o
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INTRODUCTION

Society, and the Huntington Library may have
more concentrated and readily identifiable man-
uscript collections associated with Indian lan-
guage, art, archaeology, or regional history. Nor
is the Library the largest holder of Indian im-
ages, a distinction that the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Anthropological Archives proba-
bly holds. And the National Archives and
Records Administration holds the official docu-
ments of the United States government relating
to American Indian affairs.

Despite its own prodigious research collec-
tions and wealth of information on North Amer-
ican Indian people, the Library does not have a
separate collection or section devoted to them.
The nature of its broad subject divisions, the va-
riety of formats, and the methods of acquisition
have dispersed relevant material among a num-
ber of divisions. Those of the staff who deal with
North American Indian topics within their gen-
eral public service duties have frequently had to
rely on one another to determine what may exist
for research in various areas. The public, there-
fore, has not had an overall guide to the re-
sources available for American Indian research
in the Library. The purpose of this guide, then, is
to facilitate the researcher’s ability to encounter
Indian people through the Library’s collections
and to enhance the Library staff’s own ability to
assist with that encounter.

Of several possible approaches to organizing
the material for the guide, it was decided by the
contributors and the editorial staff that an
arrangement by the sections, divisions, and de-
partments within the Library was the most fea-
sible. It was further decided, given the Library’s
concentration on collections relating to United
States history, that the guide would focus on
North American Indians, excluding Mexico and
Canada. The user should understand, however,
that neither Indian groups nor collections of Li-
brary materials relating to them were necessar-

ily confined by borders. Thus one may find
mention of both Canadian and Mexican tribes
within these pages.

The Library patron, nevertheless, may still be
perplexed by the overlap and redundancy of
resources throughout the Library. The circum-
stances by which the Library acquires mate-
rials—copyright, gift, or purchase—and the
departmentalization of the acquisitions unavoid-
ably help create the confusion. A natural suppo-
sition, for example, is that individual prints and
photographs will be found in the Prints and
Photographs Division. Yet the American Folklife
Center may hold a collection of photographs ac-
companying a group of American Indian record-
ings, or the Center's staff themselves may take
photographs in conjunction with their own field-
work. A collection of an individual’s papers, also
accompanied by photographs, may be acquired
by the Manuscript Division, or a bound portfolio
of prints may be retained by the Rare Book and
Special Collections Division. Prints or photo-
graphs accompanying commercial music record-
ings will stay in the Music Division, a microfiche
reproduction of photographs can be found in the
Microform Reading Room, and electronically re-
produced images may be located in various loca-
tions in the Library. And, of course, general
books containing collections of prints and pho-
tographs will be located in the general book
stacks. To give a sense of the diversity of sub-
jects and formats to be found within each special
collection division, and of their chronological
spread, these chapters are each followed by a
portfolio of images. Negative numbers are given
in most cases. Page numbers for portfolio and
other illustrations can be found in bold in the in-
dex under collection or item titles and appropri-
ate subjects.

The nature of the relationship between Ameri-
can Indian people, the government, and the rest
of America throughout its history has added to
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the complexity. The United States has dealt with
Indian tribes as separate nations, as wards of
the government, and as special citizens. Indian
people have been studied in anthropology, ar-
chaeology, art, ethnology, law, literature, medi-
cine, religion, and war. They are U.S. citizens,
and yet they are members of tribal political units
that have separate legal identities. It has not al-
ways been easy to classify information on these
varied topics for a people whose status with
the government and with the rest of society has
so often been in flux. To help the researcher
work though this maze of possibilities, the com-
pilers have attempted insofar as possible to iden-
tify specific tribes or at least geographic ranges
within collections. The user, therefore, should
freely consult the index as a guide through
the maze.
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To further aid researchers, thematic sum-
maries (which we have called Gateways) discuss
some of the principal subject areas featured in
the Library’s collections, and can be used as the-
matic entry points to the Library divisions that
hold relevant material. Page numbers for these
gateways are listed in the Table of Contents.
Space constraints have required that these sum-
maries be kept brief; their length does not indi-
cate an insensitivity to the great complexity of
these subjects, each of which justifies a multi-
volume work of reference in its own right. They
are intended as aide-mémoires and guideposts to
researchers embarking on journeys of discovery
across the Library’s collections divisions.

Patrick Frazier
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All-night dancing at Crow Fair, Crow Agency, Montana, August 1979. Photograph by Michael Crummett, Montana Project:
MT9-MC24-10. American Folklife Center.

During a week of parades, giveaways, powwow dancing, feasting, and rodeo, the Crow renew social and kinship ties each
August at the Crow Fair on their reservation near the Little Big Horn River in south central Montana.
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Creation of this resource guide was a complex
undertaking, eventually spanning six years and
involving a number of people beyond the pri-
mary contributors who, together, are the authors
of this book. The assistance, advice, and-ideas
provided by these individuals enriched the
guide, increasing its value to researchers and its
appeal to general readers. Those of us on the List
of Contributors who researched and wrote text
for this publication thus wish to acknowledge
and express our thanks to the following people
for their assistance.

In the Publishing Office, Margaret E. Wagner
started the process, assembled and organized
the original contributors (Thomas Blumer, James
Flatness, Patrick Frazier, Judith Gray, Jerry
Kearns, and Lee Miller), and established a basic
format with the editorial team. Sara Day, who
took over coordination of the project as the Pub-
lishing Office editor, enhanced the guide’s scope
and presentation and encouraged more partici-
pants who helped unearth and describe addi-
tional material and write the Gateway sum-
maries. Dr. Frederick E. Hoxie, former director
of the D’Arcy McNickle Center for the History of
the American Indian at the Newberry Library in
Chicago, and now the Newberry’s Vice President
of Research and Education, reviewed the content
and structure of the guide at the request of the
Publishing Office, providing written suggestions
which further helped the editors and contribu-
tors to strengthen its value to researchers.

Stephen James, chief of the Humanities and
Social Sciences Division, deserves thanks for his
patience and cooperation in allowing the editor
generous time away from his regular duties to
work on the guide.Thanks go to reference spe-
cialist Margaret N. Coughlan in the Children’s
Literature Center, and her chief, Sybille A. Ja-
gusch, for their input to the children’s literature
portion of the guide. And thanks are due as well
to Lyle Minter, head of the Government Publica-
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Congressional Research Service, who is of Ar-
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for constructively reviewing drafts of this and
other sections.

In the Law Library, legal research specialists
Jim Martin and David Rabasca aided in track-
ing down elusive bibliographic information. Re-
search here was further aided by Susan E. Wat-
kins, senior legal reference specialist,and Thomas
Dan Burney, former rare book librarian. Outside
of the Library, thanks go to attorney Don B.
Miller of the Native American Rights Fund; at-
torney Judy A. Leaming; and Fred E. Sanders,
assistant chief of the Catawba Nation in South
Carolina.

In the Prints and Photographs Division,
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19" i



X Vviii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Harry L. Katz, curator, Popular and Applied
Graphic Arts, wrote captions for several illustra-
tions. The division’s chief, Stephen Ostrow, and
the head of its Reference Section, Mary Ison,
also cooperated in furthering progress. Cata-
logers Arden Alexander, Sarah D. Rouse, and
Woody Woodis assigned negative numbers and
checked catalogue data for most of the guide’s
illustrations.

Ralph Ehrenberg, chief of the Geography and
Map Division, and Gary Fitzpatrick, geographic
information systems specialist, read and com-
mented on various stages of that section’s drafts.
In the Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Re-
corded Sound Division, reference librarian Rose-
mary Hanes and former head of the Documen-
tation and Reference Center Patrick Sheehan
suggested film titles, located various illustra-
tions, and proofread various drafts of the MBRS
chapter. Thanks also go to Samuel Brylawski and

Loon
v

Edwin M. Matthias, reference specialists in the
Recorded Sound Reference Center, for suggest-
ing record titles and illustrations, and for read-
ing drafts.

In the Music Division, gratitude goes to acting
chief Jon Newsom; donor relations officer Eliza-
beth Auman; and curator of the Miller Flute Col-
lection Robert Sheldon. Wayne Shirley, music
specialist, read the Music section’s text and made
additional suggestions. Vicky Wulff, dance spe-
cialist in the Performing Arts Library Section,
also read and made suggestions on all texts re-
ferring to dance.

In the American Folklife Center, Joseph C.
Hickerson, head of acquisitions, and the late
Gerald E. Parsons, head of reference, gave valu-
able assistance. Thanks go also to Ives Goddard
of the Smithsonian Institution’s Handbook of
North American Indians Project.



ELIZABETH B. BAZAN earned a B.A. with high
honors in anthropology from College of William
and Mary (1974) and a ].D. from University of
Maryland School of Law (1977). She was Law
Clerk to Judge R. Dorsey Watkins, U.S. District
Court for the District of Maryland (1977-79). A
legislative attorney with the American Law Divi-
sion of the Congressional Research Service since
1980, American Indian law is one of her many
areas of expertise. She was a panelist on fraction-
ated heirship lands, Annual Indian Law Confer-
ence, Fort Worth, Texas, held by the Indian Law
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enrolled member of the Devils Lake Sioux
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Tribe in North Dakota, Brathovde is of Sisseton-
Wahpeton ancestry. '
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two years, initially as a reference librarian and
more recently as the head of the division’s Acqui-
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erence specialist in North American Indians in
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American history at Georgetown University
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ish borderlands), historical cartography, and
Latin American bibliography. Dr. Hébert curated
the 1992-93 exhibition An Ongoing Voyage:
1492-1992 and the traveling exhibition In Their
Own Voices, which focussed on the use of Ameri-
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gress’s Columbus Quincentenary Program, An
Ongoing Voyage, while also working on this
guide. Ms. Miller was writer and head of re-
search for soo Nations, the CBS television series,
and is founder and CEO of the Native Learning
Foundation, which seeks to establish culture and
language immersion schools on Indian reserva-
tions.
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Cherokee Phoenix, New Echota, Georgia, April 10, 1828
(LC-USZ62-115659). Serial and Government Publications
Division

Elias Boudinot, a Cherokee schoolteacher and missionary,
began putting out the first Indian newspaper, the Cherokee
Phoenix; in 1828 in New Echota, Georgia. Printed in En-
glish and Cherokee, the four-page newspaper published
Cherokee laws and described persistent alcoholism and
other problems. In his first issue, Boudinot called for a time
when “all the Indian tribes of America shall rise, Phoenix-
like, from their ashes, and when terms like ‘Indian depreda-
tions,” ‘war whoops,” ’scalping knife,” and the like shall be-
come obsolete and forever buried ‘under deep ground.”
The paper closed after Boudinot refused to keep reports of
divisions within the tribe over moving west to Indian Terri-
tory out of the paper.
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INTRODUCTION

For those who are initiating their research on
American Indians in the Library of Congress, the
general collections provide the best introduc-
tion. Their vastness, range, and accessibility can
often completely answer a researcher’s needs.
Reprint publishing and the publishing of many
manuscript and archival collections may obviate
the need to consult special materials in other
Library divisions or in other institutions where
location and hours of access may make study
difficult. Even if an answer to a research question
lay outside the Library of Congress, part of these
collections will reveal what is available else-
where. Scholarly secondary works and bibli-
ographies may also save time for a researcher
either by adequately covering the subject being
explored or by pointing to other resources.

Since the late nineteenth century the Library
of Congress has been the depository for materi-
als copyrighted in the United States. This process
has been the major contributor to the Library’s
reputation as the largest holder of reference
materials in the world. Additional acquisitions
through purchase, gift, and exchange have
brought the current total of volumes in the gen-
eral collections to 16 million. In the classification
span E51-Egg, which contains the heaviest con-
centration of general works on North American
Indian topics, there are approximately twenty
thousand volumes. In addition, relevant bibli-
ographies and Indian-related material in other
general works and microforms swell these num-
bers considerably. And, of course, the numbers
continue to grow.

Further, as the nation’s library, the Library of
Congress is naturally a main repository of infor-
mation regarding the history and development
of America. Since our indigenous peoples were
an integral part of this country’s history and de-
velopment, and even predate it, the general col-
lections have many resources to tell the Ameri-



can Indian story. In contemplating whether or
not the Library of Congress has a particular
book, therefore, it is probably safer to assume
that it has, than that it has not.

The size and the physical layout of the Li-
brary’s general collections, however, demand
that, for serious study, researchers either be pre-
pared to request specific materials or be able
to spend considerable time discovering them.
Whatever one’s approach, the first contact a re-
searcher should make is with a reference special-
ist in the Humanities and Social Sciences Divi-
sion. These specialists are best equipped to help
researchers navigate the sometimes-labyrinthine
complexity of the collections through the numer-
ous print and electronic passages.

USING THE COLLECTIONS

MAIN READING ROOM

LOCATION: Jefferson Building, 1st floor, Room L)
100; telephone (202) 707-5522

HOURS: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30
A.M. 1o 9:30 P.M.; Tuesday, Friday and Saturday, 8:30
A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

ACCESS AND USE: No appointments necessary. The
Library’s bookstacks are closed to the public. Books
and bound periodicals must be brought to the read-
ing room (allow enough time for this procedure).
Readers must also show a Library of Congress I1.D.
To obtain this user 1.D. with photograph—valid for
two years and now required in all public reading
rooms—first time readers should apply to the reader
registration station, Room G22, Jefferson Building.

INFORMATIONAL PUBLICATIONS: Information for
Researchers Using the Library of Congress; Doing
Research at the Library of Congress: A Guide to Sub-
ject Searching in a Closed Stacks Library by Thomas
Mann, free booklets available by writing to: Library
of Congress, National Reference Service, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20540.

The gateway to the general collections is the
Main Reading Room. With approximately 70,000
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reference volumes around its perimeter, on-line
and CD-ROM reference sources, card and com-
puter catalogs, and a staff of professional refer-
ence specialists, this reading room is the major
entry point to Indian-related research.

The Catalogs

The key to the book collections is familiarity
with the Library’s subject headings and their var-
ious subdivisions used to narrow a given topic.
That familiarity is gained through studying the
compilation Library of Congress Subject Headings,
currently a four-volume work that is usually
available in large libraries. For study of Indians
in general the heading “Indians of North Amer-
ica” exists for nearly all books dealing with
Indians north of Mexico. Subdivisions cover
particular aspects topically or geographically—
“Art,” “Biography,” “Canada,” “Great Plains,”
"Treaties,” etc. One may also search directly un-
der a tribal name, and similar subdivisions will
apply, e.g. ”Apache Indians—Basket making” or
"Mohave Indians—Medicine.” Anthropological,
archaeological, and ethnological groupings also
appear, such as “Clovis culture,” “Mound-
builders,” and “"Woodland Indians.” Further, a
major branch of a given group may have its own
heading, so that it is possible to search, for ex-
ample, under Jicarilla Indians or Santee Indians.
In short, if one has a specific subject in mind, it is
best to search for it directly.

The transition from the card catalog to the
computer catalog has created new advantages,
and in some cases, new problems for American
Indian-related topics. At present, the computer
catalog is best used for publications cataloged
since 1968, though older materials may be
searched in a file that is undergoing biblio-
graphic improvement. This file currently con-
tains outdated subject terms, however, and may
give a false impression of the amount of works
available on a given topic. For assured coverage
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PRE-CONTACT NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN LIFE
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GATEWAYS

At the time of European contact, “the Americas
were inhabited by a complex mosaic of human
societies, with an incredible diversity of lan-
guages, customs, and life-styles,” according to an-
thropologists John Verano and Douglas Ubelaker.
Native American cultures, evolving and interact-
ing throughout their long existence on the conti-
nent, were ancient. Exactly how ancient no one
knows for sure: Indian nations’ origin stories often
say they have always existed here, while most ar-
chaeologists agree that humans have been in
North America for at least 12,000 years and prob-
ably longer, but disagree over how much longer
they may have been here.

Native Americans were numerous and popu-
lated every part of North America. Most estimates
of Native American population north of the Rio
Grande, at the time of contact, fall in the range of
2-5 million people (the high estimate is 18 mil-
lion and the low is 0.9 million).

Native American cultures covered a large
range of political organization, from bands and
tribes to chiefdoms and perhaps states. The de-
gree of social stratification varied from egalitarian
to genuine social classes. Some Native American
groups, like the Inuit, were egalitarian, while
others, like the Pacific Northwest Coast tribes, the
Chumash of California, or the mound-builders of
the Mississippi, had chiefs, commoners, and in
some cases slaves. ‘

In addition, there were hundreds of religions
in North America. They varied from the individu-
alistic vision-quest-oriented religions of the Great
Plains, to the complex masked-dance rituals of
the Pueblos, to the apparently temple-based
religions of the mound-building Mississippian
cultures.

In the area of kinship and marriage, Native
American cultures exhibited as wide a variety
of marriage customs, post-marriage residence, re-
lations with in-laws, and family structures as can

-t oag

be found in the rest of the world. Their kinship
structures (lineages, clans, etc.), forms of descent
(patrilineal, matrilineal, or bilateral), kinship ter-
minology systems, and life-cycle rituals (at birth,
puberty, and death) were more various than those
of contact-era Europe.

Students of culture have often made use of
the concept of the “culture area,” defined as a
geographical area within which cultures are
significantly similar to each other and dissimilar
to the cultures of other such areas. In North
America, the culture areas frequently distin-
guished include the Arctic, Sub-Arctic, Northwest
Coast, Plateau, Great Basin, California, South-
west, the Plains, and the Eastern Woodlands (of-
ten divided into two culture areas, the Northeast
and the Southeast).

Native American prehistoric culture evolved
through numerous general and specific cultural
stages. The two earliest general stages were the
Paleo-Indian (up to about 8,000 years ago) and
the later Archaic. As Archaic cultures differenti-
ated, broad cultural traditions became more geo-
graphically localized, usually coming to charac-
terize particular culture areas or smaller regions
within them. For instance, the Woodland archae-
ological tradition (which included the famous
Adena and Hopewell traditions) characterized
most of the Eastern Woodland culture area fol-
lowing the Archaic, and was succeeded, in the
Southeast, by the Mississippian tradition after
about A.D. 800. Other culture areas also went
through unique archaeological stages.

AOVOAOVS

WHERETO LOOK: Studies and evidence of pre-
contact North American Indian life can be found
in the General Collections, and in the Manu-
script, Rare Book and Special Collections, Prints
and Photographs, and Geography and Map
Divisions.

BEST COPY AVANLABLE



OVOAS
CAOVYS

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“Village of Secotan” from Americae pars decima by Theodor de Bry. Openheim, 1619. G159.B7.pt.1 (LC-
USZ62-52444). Rare Book and Special Collections Division, .

The engraving by Theodor de Bry of an Algonquian town on the Pamlico River estuary of North Carolina

is a composite from drawings by John White, who visited the North Carolina and southern Virginia coast

in 1585-86 and again in 1587. Shown in this engraving are typical aspects of Carolina Algonquians’ econ-
omy, architecture, and religion, White depicted three crops of corn {ripe corn, sown in May, labeled F’;
green corn, sown in June, ‘G’; new corn, sown in early july, 'H’), as well as pumpkins (‘I'), tobacco ('E’),
and sunflowers (just above the tobacco).
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of older works one should also check the card
catalog, which will contain cross references that
the computer catalog as yet does not. The cards
also have more complete bibliographic informa-
tion than do the pre-1968 computer entries. In
browsing the card catalog for comprehensive
subjects, one may visually be able to move from
category to category within a subject area more
easily than with a computer.

For works that the Library has cataloged since

1980, however, the computer catalog is the only
access point. Two basic approaches to the com-
puter files are known by the acronyms MUMS
and SCORPIO. MUMS enables a keyword search
in the author, title, subject, and series fields of
a bibliographic record—an especially useful ap-
proach in locating material when one has only
fragmentary citations. SCORPIO uses a more
structured approach to searching but offers the
ability to refine searches, for example, to specific

Internet Access to LOCIS

Through the Library of Congress Information System (LOCIS), Internet users have access to more than
27 million records in the following databases: Library of Congress Online Catalog, Federal Legislation,
Copyright Registrations, Braille and Audio Bibliographic Information, Library of Congress Guides and
Organization Listings, and Foreign Law Abstracts and Citations.

LOCIS may be reached using telnet or tn3270:

= telnet (or tn3270) to locis.loc.gov (or use the i.p. address 140.147.254.3)
a make database selections from the opening help screens

m 90 simultaneous Internet users are supported

m Hours of access (U.S.A. Eastern time): Monday—Friday, 6:30 A.M.-midnight
Saturday, 8:00 A.M.-5:00 PM.
Sunday, 1:00 PM.-5:00 PM.

LOCIS may also be reached through the Library of Congress Gopher (LC MARVEL) and through the Li-
brary of Congress WWW site (LC WEB). Use Gopher client software or first connect to another Gopher
in order to use LC MARVEL (The LC MARVEL address is marvel.loc.gov). To connect to LC’'s WWW site,
use the Internet hypertext transfer protocol (http) to connect to the address lcweb.loc.gov. You may use
LC MARVEL and LC WEB to connect to LOCIS, but in order to do so your Gopher client software and
WWW browser or your Internet provider software must support the Internet telnet or tn3270 function.

Assistance for searching LOCIS may be found on both LC MARVEL and LC WEB. The guides available
through these services are also available on the LC anonymous FTP site. FTP to ftp.loc.gov and look in
the /puby/Ic.online directory. When using FTP, log in on anonymous and use your e-mail address or the

word guest as a password.




languages or time periods. One can use either
approach through the umbrella system, LOCIS.
Navigating the computer catalog for basic
searches has been made easier through the avail-
ability of ACCESS, a menu-driven, touch-screen
system that is available in several of the Library’s
general and specialized reading rooms.

The Library’s computer catalog is now avail-
able on-line through the Internet. In order to

_maximize efficient use of one’s time in the Li-
brary, it is advisable to use the Internet before-
hand, if available, in order to have the necessary
classification number and bibliographic informa-
tion needed for requesting books.

Besides the Library’s on-line catalog for
books, the computer system has files for public
policy literature, federal legislation, and general
magazine articles, all of which may yield infor-
mation on Indian topics. In addition, the Library
has CD-ROM versions of Public Affairs Informa-
tion Service, Social Science Index, Dissertation Ab-
stracts and Congressional Information Service’s
Congressional Masterfile, all of which are potential
resources for Indian-related study.

3 SELECTED BOOKS

In describing the Library’s general holdings on
Indian-related topics, their extent necessarily
limits the discussion of specific titles to a selec-
tive sampling. Titles are selected following cate-
gories of American Indian study and related
materials, illustrating the diversity of materials
available; and are arranged alphabetically by
title:

= Bibliographies and Guides

® American Archaeology, Ethnology, History
a Political Affairs

® Language and Literature

s Children’s Literature

s Local History and Genealogy

GENERAL COLLECTIONS
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Bibliographies and Guides

In the initial stage of any research, bibliogra-
phies provide an efficient first step to determine
what has already been written on a given topic.
In the Library of Congress, bibliographies are
separately cataloged within the classification Z.
As of this writing the Library holds more than
five hundred fifty bibliographies related directly
to North American Indians, including for ex-
ample, nineteen from the Native American Bibli-
ography Series by The Scarecrow Press. Hundreds
of other bibliographies exist, however, of a local,
regional, or topical nature that may contain
significant Indian-related citations.

Several works that have proved useful are on
the reference shelves in the Main Reading Room.
Among them are such wellknown bibliographies
as A Bibliographical Guide to the History of Indian
White Relations in the United States by Francis
Paul Prucha (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1977) and its 1982 supplement; Native
Americans: An Annotated Bibliography by Freder-
ick E. Hoxie and Harvey Markowitz {Pasadena,
Calif.: Salem Press, 1991); and Ethnographic Bibli-
ography of North America by George Peter Mur-
dock (4th ed. New Haven: Human Relations
Area Files Press, 1975) and its 1990 supplement.

To retrieve a relevant bibliography that may
be in the stacks, one simply searches the com-
puter or card catalog under the appropriate sub-
ject heading, with “Bibliography” as the sub-
heading—"“Hopewell Culture—Bibliography,”
for example. Then, as with all book stack re-
quests, one submits a request slip in the appro-
priate reading room.

Guides at the Library of Congress to
Holdings in Other Institutions

Within the Z and CD classifications are cata-
logs and guides to other institutions’ holdings,
sources that may expand research possibilities. A
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representation of titles in the Library’s collec-
tions appear below. Although some of them are
dated, they may be uncommon in other libraries
and they offer excellent starting points to locate
works or collections that may be hard to find or
are unique to the institution.

Biographical and Historical Index of American In-
dians and Persons Involved in Indian Affairs. 8 vols.
Boston: G. K. Hall, 1966; Z1209.HS85

A copy of a file kept until 1965 by the Depart-
ment of the Interior library that contains cita-
tions to tribes, Indian individuals, and persons
in Indian affairs who are mentioned in books,
journals, treaties, and other publications.

Catalog of the Manuscripts of the Massachusetts His-
torical Society. 7 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1969;
Z1295.M39 1969

—First Supplement. 2 vols. Boston; G. K. Hall,
1980; Z1295.M39 1969 suppl.

Since Massachusetts was the New England
province most interactive with Indian groups
during the colonial era, the papers of some of its
populace are often valuable for research. More
than 1,100 entries appear under the subjects “In-
dian affairs” and “Indians,” but one may also
need to search under individual names, Indian
or non-Indian.

Catalog to Manuscripts at the National Anthropolog-
ical Archives. 4 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1975;
Z1209.2.N67 N37 1975 (fol.)

This catalog reproduces card entries for man-
uscripts generated mostly by the Smithsonian
Institution’s Bureau of American Ethnology be-
tween 1879 and 1965. The collections reflect hold-
ings mostly on North American Indians and are
especially rich in vocabularies, grammar notes,
and linguistic texts. Tribes, individual names,
geographical areas, and broad topics are -inter-

filed alphabetically. Approximately eighty draw-
ings mainly by Indian artists are also listed.

Dictionary Catalog of the American Indian Collec-
tion: Huntington Free Library and Reading Room,
New York. 4 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1977; Z1209.
H8s5 1977

Based on an inventory and shelflist through
1976, this set reproduces card entries for more
than 35,000 volumes of books ahd periodicals
regarding indigenous peoples of the Western
Hemisphere. There are broad topical headings as
well as subject arrangements by tribe or location.

Dictionary Catalog of the Edward E. Ayer Collection
of Americana and American Indians in the New-
berry Library. 16 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1961;
Z1201.N45

—First Supplement. 3 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall,
1971

- A catalog of about 100,000 pieces as of 1971, it
contains citations for books, maps, atlases, and
periodicals. A significant portion of the listings
includes materials on Canadian, Caribbean, Cen-
tral American, Hawaiian, Mexican, Philippine,
and South American indigenous peoples.

The Dictionary Catalog of the Pacific Northwest
Collection of the University of Washington Libraries.
6 vols. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1972; Z1251.N7 W33
1972 (fol.)

This catalog lists mostly monographs, but in-
cludes some manuscripts and theses. Among
American Indian holdings, the concentration is
on tribal groups of the Northwest. The arrange-
ment follows the Library of Congress cataloging
scheme (see discussion on p. 3).

A -Guide to Cherokee Documents in Foreign Ar-
chives. William L. Anderson and James A. Lewis.
Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1983; Z1i21o0.
C46A53 1983 :
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A Guide to Cherokee Documents in the Northeastern
United States. Paul Kutsche. Metuchen, N.J.:
Scarecrow Press, 1986; Z1210.C46K87 1986

Two titles from the Native American Bibliog-
raphy Series. The first identifies official docu-
ments in Canada, France, Great Britain, Mexico,
and Spain, the bulk of which are in Great Britain.
The second chronologically lists and annotates
6,257 entries from manuscript collections in 20
public and private libraries in the Northeast.
Nearly 4,600 of these are from Harvard Univer-
sity’s Houghton Library. Contrary to its title, it
also lists entries from the William L. Clements
Library at the University of Michigan, the New-
berry Library in Chicago, and the State Histori-
cal Society of Wisconsin.

A Guide to Manuscripts Relating to the American
Indian in the Library of the American Philosophical
Society. Compiled by John F. Freeman. Phila-
delphia: American Philosophical Society, 1966;
Z1209.F7 (Q11.P612, v. 65)

—Supplement. Compiled by Dathal Kendal
Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society,
1982; Z1209.F7 Suppl.; (Q11.P612, v. 65 5)

Very strong in Indian language collections,
the society’s guide and its supplement contain
more than 5,100 entries from about 300 collec-
tions. Other historical and ethnological data, in-
cluding recordings, also appear. The entries are
arranged alphabetically by tribes, language fam-
ilies, and geographic areas. Generous indexes fa-
cilitate locating material.

Guide to the National Anthropological Archives,
Smithsonian Institution. By James R. Glenn.
Washington, D.C.: National Anthropological
Archives, 1992; Z1209.2.U5 N38 1992

This guide describes 600 collections that con-
tain more than 6,000 linear feet of archives. The
collections consist of documents from the Smith-
sonian’s own anthropological and archaeological
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“The New Indian War. Now, no sarcastic innuendoes, but let us have a square
fight,” wood engraving from Harper’s Weekly, December 21, 1878. AP2.H32
(LC-USZ62-55403). General Collections (Microform) and Prints and Pho-
tographs Division.

In December 1878, with the latest bill before Congress to transfer the Bureau of
Indian Affairs back to the War Department (it had been switched to Interior in
1849), Secretary of the Interior Carl Schurz appeared before a joint committee
and presented the case against transfer so effectively that the bill was killed in
the House. The political cartoon shows the disputed "noble red man” standing
on a bureau, holding a peace pipe in the direction of Schurz and a tomahawk
in the direction of General Philip Sheridan, head of the army’s Division of the
Missouri—with the retiring figure of General William Tecumseh Sherman,
commanding general of the army, in the doorway.
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work and that of others since the late nineteenth
century, as well as materials donated by other in-
stitutions and by persons such as missionaries,
frontier army officers, settlers, and explorers.
Materials include manuscripts, field notes, corre-
spondence, photographic lots and other items.
Many entries list correspondents and Indian
tribes.

Guide to Records in the National Archives of the
United States Relating to American Indians. Com-
piled by Edward E. Hill. Washington, D.C.: Na-
tional Archives and Records Service, 1982;
Z1209.2.UsH54 1982

The records cited in this work document the
United States” relations with Indian tribes, pre-
dominantly through the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Although pre-federal and early federal period
records exist here, the majority cover the period
from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth
centuries.

Historical Records Survey

Compiled under the auspices of the Work
Projects Administration, these are inventories of
early county and state archives that may also in-
clude manuscript collections. They occasionally
contain entries specifically mentioning Indians,
but more frequently one must infer from the
types of records represented that Indians may be
included. Search in the catalog under the head-
ing “Historical Records Survey. Ohio,” for ex-
ample. Each entry has its own bibliographical in-
formation and classification number.

The Spanish Archives of New Mexico. Compiled by
Ralph Emerson Twitchell. 2 vols. Cedar Rapids,
Mich.: The Torch Press, 1914, CD3394 1914

An English-language inventory giving brief
descriptions and excerpts from about 20,000 doc-
uments relevant to the Southwest from 1621 to
1821. Some are translated and printed in entirety
in this guide. The interactions between Indians
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and the Spanish colonials suffuse these docu-
ments, which relate to land transactions, civil
and military affairs, and mission efforts. Al-
though the original records are in Santa Fe, the
Manuscript Division has a microfilm edition, as
well as a microfilm edition of Mexican Archives of
New Mexico, covering 1821-46.

American Archaeology,
Ethnology, and History

The vast majority of the Library’s published
North American Indian material is found in the
classification span Es1-Egg, encompassing at
this writing approximately 20,000 volumes. Here
are found archaeological and ethnological publi-
cations from government and private institu-
tions, tribal histories, captivity narratives, and
most of the Indian-related topics from pre-
Columbian times to the present. Besides the
thousands of scholarly secondary works in class
E, published primary sources exist, just a few no-
table examples of which are:

Papers of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1888?—; E51.H337

Although worldwide in scope, the majority of
this series concentrates on North, Central, and
South American archaeology and ethnology, and
of these most deal with archaeology. Many of the
studies are extensive and illustrations of sites
and artifacts are plentiful. While the series’ vol-
ume numbers are sequential, the dates of publi-
cation are not. One needs the volume number,
therefore, when requesting these publications.
Both the series and individual authors and titles
within it can be located through the computer
catalog.

Bureau of American Ethnology Annual Report.
Washington, D.C.. GPO, 1879-80-1930-31;
E51.Uss5, and the BAE Bulletin. Washington,



D.C.: GPO, 1887-1971; E51.U6. (Note: another
set of the Annual Report is under the class num-
ber GN2.Us. See also the microform title Periodi-
cals by and about the North American Indian in the
Microform Reading Room section of the guide).

These publications represent the work of
American anthropologists, ethnologists, and ar-
chaeologists working under the aegis of the
Smithsonian Institution from the late nineteenth
century forward. Nearly all of the work involved
North American Indian topics and produced pi-
oneering studies of continuing value. The Re-
ports ceased in 1930 with the publication of vol-
ume 48, which is a subject index to the previous
volumes. The Bulletin ceased publication with
number 200, which is a list of all of the Bureau’s
previous publications, with an index to authors
and titles. Many of the titles that appeared in
these series were also cataloged separately by the
Library of Congress and may be found under
other classification numbers.

The Ametican Indian and the United States: a docu-
mentary history. Compiled by Wilcomb E. Wash-
burn. 4 vols. New York: Random House, 1973;
Eg3.W27

A selection of documents that have figured
significantly in the development of Indian-U.S.
relations. The principal sources are reports of the
commissioners of Indian affairs, congressional
debates, judicial decisions, treaties, and acts of
Congress.

The New American State Papers: Indian Affairs.
13 vols. Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources,
c1972; Eg93.Ug38

Materials drawn from the original American
State Papers published between 1832 and 1861
(also in the Library’s collections), as well as
Congressional documents after 1817, and the
Legislative Records Section of the National
Archives. Bringing together these scattered and
sometimes rare documents into one set gives the
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researcher a concentrated source with which to
study U.S. relations with Indian people from the
federal period up to the Civil War. Further, in the
early years these documents contained presi-
dential messages and the reports of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, as well as letters,
petitions, and other documents submitted to
Congress by persons involved with Indian
groups and by Indian groups themselves. The
volumes are divided into categories for general
affairs, the Southeast, and the old Northwest.

The E class also represents American history in
general and contains valuable resource material
in the form of both secondary works and pub-
lished primary source materials relevant to In-
dian history. All of the published papers of the
Presidents, for example, particularly the early
ones, contain much information. Similarly, pub-
lished official documents and papers of other
historical figures involved in Indian events exist
in the general collections. Examples include:

New American World: a documentary history of
North America to 1612. Edited by David B. Quinn.
5 vols. New York: Arno Press, 1979—; E101.N47

A large sample of mostly sixteenth and seven-
teenth century English and translated French,
Spanish, and Portuguese documents telating
to the earliest explorations and settlements in
America. The first volume also contains classical,
medieval, and Muslim writings on the concept of
the world and the possibility of undiscovered
lands, as well as Norse accounts of Vinland, and
those of yet-to-be-confirmed pre-Columbian vis-
itors to this continent. Where narratives of con-
tact with indigenous peoples appear, and where
the accounts are not overly embellished for Euro-
pean consumption, the documents offer interest-
ing glimpses at how each group’s observations
and experiences with the other may have shaped
the course of subsequent relations.

33



ERI

g

12 GENERAL COLLECTIONS

The Papers of Chief John Ross. Edited by Gary E.
Moulton. 2 vols. Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press, c1985; Egg.C5R82

Landowner, farmer, trader, merchant, slave-
holder, and preeminent political figure among
the Cherokee, John Ross was deeply involved in
the significant and tumultuous affairs of the
Cherokee in the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. The papers span the era from the War of
1812 (briefly) to the onset of the Civil War and
reflect Ross’s personal life as well as his prolific

“Witchitaw village on Rush Creek,” lithograph by James Ackerman from Explo-
ration of the Red river of Louisiana, in the year 1852 by Randolph B. Marcy;
assisted by George B. Mclellan. Sen. Exec. Doc., 33rd Cong., 1st Sess. (Wash-
ington, D.C.: U.S. War Department, 1854). F377.R3U51 (LC-USZ62-11478).
General Collections.

Capt. Randolph B. Marcy was sent by the federal government to find the head-
waters of the Red River, with Bvt. Capt. George B. McClellan (later Union com-
mander in chief during the first part of the Civil War) as second in command.
He failed to find the river’s source but, trained at West Point in figure, topo-
graphical, and landscape drawing, he produced a number of informative illus-
trations for his report. He drew one of the many large Wichita farming villages
encountered in 1852, some of which contained as many as a thousand grass
and pole lodges.

efforts on behalf of the Cherokee, especially dur-
ing the removal period.

The Papers of Sir William Johnson. 13 vols. Albany:
The University of the State of New York,
1921-62; E195.J62

As England’s principal agent for Indian affairs
in northern colonial America, as wealthy land-
owner in the New York’s Mohawk Valley, and as
husband to a prominent Mohawk woman, John-
son was an influential and knowledgeable figure
in Indian affairs from the 1740s until his death in
1774. His papers span 1738 to 1788, with the bulk
covering the period from the French and Indian
War until 1770.

Territorial Papers of the United States. 28 vols.
Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1934-1975; E173.C3
Official papers and correspondence involving
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what were the territories east of the Mississippi
River in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Many of the issues discussed in these
documents affected Indian people directly or in-
directly. The volumes are grouped into areas
north and south of the Ohio River (the old
Northwest and old Southwest), Alabama, Ar-
kansas, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana-
Missouri, Michigan, Mississippi, Orleans, and
Wisconsin.

Texas Indian Papers. Edited by Dorman H. Win-
frey and James M. Day. 4 vols. Austin: Texas
State Library, 1959—61; E78.T4T42

Printed transcripts of the Indian Papers from
the Archives Division of Texas State Library. Al-
though coverage is from 1825 to 1916, only one
document from each of these years appears. The
majority date from the 1830s through 1879. The
papers were generated by several departments
within Texas government, including its own Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs of the Republicin 1844 and
1845. Sources include letters, minutes of council
meetings with tribes, treaties, and accounts and
supply lists by traders, agents, and others in-
volved with Indian people. Numerous tribes are
dealt with, particularly the Alabama, Caddo,
Cherokee, Choctaw, Comanche, Delaware, Kee-
chai, Kickapoo, Kiowa, Lipan, Shawnee, Tawa-
koni, Tonkawa, Waco, and Wichita.

Closely following the E class in importance is the
classification F below the number 1000, devoted
to local United States history. Located here are
valuable sources of information such as the pub-
lications of historical societies, many of which
print primary source documents from their col-
lections. Several compilations of colonial records
and archives such as those of New York, Penn-
sylvania, and South Carolina, are also very fruit-
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ful, as are the accounts of travelers, explorers,
missionaries, and administrative officials. Below
is a sampling of titles:

Anza’s California Expeditions. Herbert Eugene
Bolton. 5 vols. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1930; F864.B68

Expeditionary and colonizer Juan Bautista
Anza’s diaries and other sources relative to his
excursions and encounters with Indians in Ari-
zona and California.

Early Western Travels 1748-1846. Edited by
Reuben Gold Thwaites. 32 vols., with index.
Cleveland: A. H. Clark Co., 1904-7; F592.T54

An extensive compilation of annotated re-
prints of early travel accounts and diaries, most
of which described encounters with Indians.

The Expeditions of John Charles Frémont. Edited by
Donald Jackson and Mary Lee Spence. 4 vols. in
3, plus map portfolio. Urbana: University of Illi-
nois Press, 1970-80; F592.F852

These volumes contain journals, correspon-
dence, and other papers relating to Frémont's
several explorations and travels throughout the
West to Oregon and California in the 1840s and
1850s. Frémont made numerous observations of
the land and its original occupants, and his first
journal had enthusiastic reading in the East.

The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents. Edited
by Reuben Gold Thwaites. 73 vols. Cleveland:
Burrows Bros. Co., 1896—-1901; F1030.7. C96

Extensive published primary sources relevant
to the Jesuit missions in eastern North America
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Volumes 72 and 73 comprise an index.

Life, Letters and Travels of Father Pierre-Jean
DeSmet, S.J. 1801—1873. Edited by Hiram Martin
Chittenden and Alfred Talbot Richardson. 4 vols.
New York: E. P. Harper, 1905; F591.563
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Perhaps the most important early Indian-

colonial trade was the fur trade, beginning in the
early sixteenth century and continuing well into
the nineteenth. Beaver became the major item
but other furs (otter, ermine, marten, fox, raccoon,
and lynx) as well as hides (moose, caribou, deer,
and elk) were also significant. The fur trade was
important not only in eastern-central North Amer-
ica but also in the Spanish colonies, in Alaska,
and later in western North America. Indians also
supplied the buffalo robe trade in the nineteenth
century.

Prominent European trade goods included
guns, ammunition, knives, beads, axes, hatchets,
hoes, cloth, blankets, mirrors, and body paint.
Many of these items were technologically more
efficient or more durable versions of itemns Indian
people already used, but other items, most no-
tably liquor, were new to the people and wrought
havoc on the native population, as did the dis-
eases carried by the Europeans.

Participation in the fur trade represented a ma-
jor change from subsistence hunting, since the
latter focused primarily on mammals that could
supply food for a community. The search for small
fur-bearers caused hunters and their families to
disperse in winter (when the pelts were thickest)
so as not to compete for—and totally deplete—
the limited number of animals in a given territory.
While Indian participants helped shape the fur
trade (going many miles out of their way, if need
be, to visit the trader with the best quality goods),

in some cases they were also, in effect, trading
self-sufficiency for acquired needs.

Depending in part on pre-existing trade routes
between Indian groups, European trade-good
suppliers sometimes relied on coastal groups to
carry materials inland and to return with furs. The
Russians in Alaska, however, did the fur seal and
sea otter hunting themselves initially, before be-
coming dependent on Aleuts for these animals.
While some companies established a network of
trading posts, the French “coureurs de bois” trav-
elled the inland waterways to rendezvouz with
Indian clients.

The fur trade was characterized by interna-
tional rivalry in both hemispheres: the French
competed with the British, and the British with
the Americans, and both of the latter with the
Russians. Principal rival firms included the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, the North West Company,
the American Fur Company, and the Russian-
American Company. Trade partnerships became
military alliances in more than one war; thus, for
example, the Dutch West India Company sold
guns to their Iroquoian trade partners, but not to
any Algonquians.

AOVOAOVYO

WHERE TO LOOK: The General Collections,
Rare Book ancj Special Collections, Manuscript,
Prints and Photographs, and Geography and Map
Divisions, and the Law Library.

"Praevalebit Aequior” (Grease takes precedence), cover woodcut from The American Magazine and Monthly Chronicle,
Vol. I, No. 6 for March 1758. AP2.A2A5 (LC-USZ62-115627). Rare Book and Special Collections.

This magazine was founded during the French and Indian War for distribution both in England and in the colonies. The
woodcut, by an unidentified artist, shows an Indian whose loyalty is being sought by French and English competitors bear-
ing different trade items. On the left, an Englishman carries a Bible and a bolt of cloth while the Frenchman on the right of-
fers a tomahawk and a money purse. Though doubtlessly laden with contemporaneous value judgments about the items be-
ing offered and about the Indian and French figures, this illustration documents a British realization that Indian people had

options regarding alliances based on their own preferences.
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Journals and letters from the 1840s through
the 1860s of the Jesuit missionary who trav-
elled widely from St. Louis to the Straits of
Juan de Fuca, establishing missions and rela-
tions with numerous tribes of the Northwest.
He also served as an intermediary between the
government and the Indians during peace and
war. Tribes such as the Arapaho, Blackfeet,
Coeur d’Alene, Crow, and others appear in his
narrations.

The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far
West. Edited by Le Roy Reuben Hafen. 10 vols.,
with bibliography and index. Glendale, Calif.:
A.H. Clark Co., 1965-72; F592.M74

A scholarly and well-footnoted secondary
biographical source on the trappers and fur
traders in the Upper Missouri region, the South-
west, and the Oregon country. The subjects cov-
ered are the actions of the men for whom rela-
tions with Indian people were an integral part of
their personal and business life.

Papers Concerning Robertson’s Colony in Texas.
Compiled and edited by Malcolm McLean. Fort
Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1974—;
F38g.M17

Documents relative to a colonization effort in
the 1820s and 1830s to place several hundred
families along the Brazos River between Austin
and Fort Worth in an area that now encompasses
thirty-one counties. The settlement was near
several Indian groups, and entries appear on the
Caddo, Cherokee, Comanche, Shawnee, Tawa-
koni, Waco, and others. The Library currently
has eighteen volumes in this continuing se-
ries, including the unnumbered introductory
volume. Volume 6, covering March 6 through
December 5, 1831, is titled “The Campaigns
against the Tawakoni, Waco, Towash, and Co-
manche Indians.”

The Papers of William Penn. Edited by Mary
Maples Dunn. 5 vols. Philadelphia: University
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of Pennsylvania Press, 1981-1987; F152.2.P3956
1981

Volumes 2 and 4 of this series are the most rel-
evant for studying the dealings of this prominent
Quaker governor of Pennsylvania, whose legacy
of fair play with Indians was respected by tribes
in that colony for generations.

The Susquehannah Company Papers. Edited by
Julian Parks Boyd and Robert Joseph Taylor.
11 vols. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press,
1930-71; F157.WgSg7

Correspondence and other papers of the com-
pany involved in eighteenth-century land specu-
lation in the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania
and subsequent conflicts with the Delaware and
Six Nations.

Political Affairs

See the discussion of this area in the Law Library
section under “State Documents” (p. 132). Materi-
als under this classification (J) must be requested
in either of the general reading rooms in the
Adams Building or the Jefferson Building.

Language and Literature

Recent years have seen an explosion of interest in
Native American linguistics. Language-related
books for North American Indians (classification
PM), including grammars, dictionaries, and glos-
saries, are cataloged under either the tribal name
or the language group—“Ojibwa language,”
“Dakota language,” “Siksika language,” etc. The
majority of studies and examples of Indian leg-
ends, literature, poetry, religious texts, and song
lyrics, however, may be found variously cata-
loged in ethnology (E), anthropology (GN), and
American literature (PS). One would search in
the card or computer catalog, for example, under
“Navajo Indians—Legends,” or “Navajo Indi-
ans—Poetry,” but “American literature—Indian
authors,” for collective studies of Indian-
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generated prose. Works of individual American
Indian authors appear under the individuals’
names.

While the Library generally does not assign
subject headings to fictional works, exceptions
include ethnic groups and places. Thus, re-
searchers wishing to study the treatment of
American Indians in fiction may search under
the various Indian-related headings such as
those described earlier, with “Fiction” as the
subheading. In addition, one may find Indian
characters and topics in fiction where locale is
the dominant theme. The heading "West (U.5.)—
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Illustration by Walter Richard West for “How the raven got
to be black” for Tales of the Cheyennes by Grace Jackson
Penney (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1953). E98.F6P37 (LC-
USZ62-115661). Copyright 1953. © renewed 1981. Re-
printed by permission of Houghton Mifflin Company. All
rights reserved. General Collections.

Walter Richard West (Wah-Pah-Nah-Yah), a Cheyenne and
director of art at Bacone College, the only Indian college in
the United States in the 1950s, checked the stories retold by
Grace Jackson Penney in this exhaustively researched book
of Cheyenne folklore against his own childhood memories.
According to the story of “How the Raven Got to be Black”
a great white raven caused the near starvation of the
Cheyenne camp by scaring away the buffalo in the area
everytime the hunters tried to surprise them. A guardian
spirit allowed the hunters to approach and kill buffalo by
deafening them to the white raven’s warning cries. He then
tricked and captured the treacherous bird, and carried it
back to the camp. Piling green wood on a tipi fire, he let the
raven hang in the hole above it, squawking and flapping un-
til it turned black.

Lesser-Known Languages Collection

This small collection contains a smattering of
miscellaneous uncataloged pamphlets, school
texts, and religious tracts in boxes labeled ac-
cording to language or ethnic group. Each box
may contain one or more publications. Tribes
represented are: Aleut, Cherokee, Chipewyan,
Chippewa, Cree, Creek, Dakota, Eskimo, Fox
(Mesquakie), Hopi, Kalispel (a catechism, which
actually indicates Flathead), Koyukon, Micmac,
Mohawk, Navajo, Pima, Tlingit, and Zuni.

Children’s Literature

The Library of Congress holds perhaps the coun-
try’s largest concentration of children’s books.
These books are integrated into the General Col-
lections by subject area and are maintained for
the scholarly study of children’s literature itself,
not as a collection for use by children. Because
nearly all of the books come to the Library
through copyright deposit, they represent a
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broad spectrum of publishing without the filter-
ing process of selection.

These works may be of interest to researchers
wishing to trace the historical depiction of
American Indians in children’s texts and their
illustrations.

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE CENTER

LOCATION: Jefferson Building, Main Reading Room
Gallery (temporary); telephone (202) 707-5535

HOURS: Monday—-Friday 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 PM.

ACCESS AND USE: Appointments preferred, but not
necessary. Although two reference specialists are
available during the above hours, children’s books
are available from the General Collections through
the Main Reading Room and are subject to its hours
and criteria.

For nonfiction, the Library assigns the subhead-
ing “Juvenile literature” to those works on a
given topic aimed at an audience below college
level. The assignment of, and changes within,
subject headings for Indian-related fiction is
somewhat complicated, but the following strat-
egy should facilitate searching for children’s
books:

1. Search the desired subjects in the card or
computer catalog under the subject heading es-
tablished in Library of Congress Subject Headings,

" discussed earlier.

2. Under this heading, refine the search to the
subheadings “Fiction” and “Juvenile fiction.”

3. For children’s fiction, select only those titles
with a classification designation PZs5 or higher.

In the prefatory pages of volume 1 of Library
of Congress Subject Headings a listing of headings
used for children’s literature appears. These
headings sometimes go beyond the normal Li-
brary of Congress subject headings and should
be reviewed for American Indian topics. For ex-
ample, Indian language readers for helping chil-
dren learn English or an Indian language may
be found under a heading such as “Hopi lan-
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guage—Readers,” while bilingual texts of folk-
lore appear under “Hopi language materials.”

Reference aids and bibliographies can often
help fill research gaps that cataloging does not
address, and it is therefore advisable to consult
with the Children’s Literature Center staff.

Local Histbry and Genealogy

LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGY
READING ROOM

LOCATION: Jefferson Building, Ground floor, Room
L) G20 (temporary); telephone (202) 707-5537

HOURS: Same as Main Reading Room

ACCESS AND USE: No appointments necessary. All
reference books relating to local U.S. history, family
histories, and genealogical research should be re-
quested from this room.

The Local History and Genealogy Reading Room
contains reference collections that specifically re-
late to local U.S. history, family histories, and ge-
nealogical research. All books on these subjects
must be requested from this room. Virtually all
of the genealogical resources are secondary,
however, and researchers looking for primary
genealogical materials will need to consult other
archives and repositories that hold relevant doc-
uments. For published genealogies on individual
tribes, one should search the computer or main
card catalog under the name of a tribe, with
“Genealogy” as the subheading. Reference spe-
cialists in the reading room will also help re-
searchers.

The surge of interest in genealogy has
spawned numerous publications on genealogical
research, some of which are relevant to Indians.
But as complex and time consuming as genea-
logical research can be for non-Indian ancestry, it
is much more so for Indian ancestry, which is
frequently recorded only in the oral traditions of
families themselves or exists in diverse archival
records at the federal, state, or local level. Among



the few publications that exist, the vast majority
deal with the Cherokee and the other Indians
belonging to the so-called Five Civilized Tribes
(Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole), and
these may only be valuable for identifying indi-
vidual names rather than tracing genealogy.

0 SELECTED BOOKS

Following are a few useful reference titles, which
are located within the reading room:

Campbell’s Abstract of Creek Indian Census Cards
and Index. Compiled by John Bert Campbell.
Muskogee, Okla.: Phoenix Job Printing Co., 1915;
Egg9.CoC18

A compilation of Creek tribal families based
on census records, with some references to
Freedmen census citations. Information includes
individuals’ names, age, sex, Indian blood ratio,
names of mother and father when known, and
whether living or dead at the time of the census.

Cherokee Emigration Rolls 1817—-1835. Transcribed
by Jack D. Baker. Oklahoma City: Baker Publish-
ing Co., c1977; Eg9.C5B27

Lists of those Cherokee scheduled to emigrate
from Alabama, Georgia, ‘North Carolina, and
Tennessee to Indian Territory. Information varies
among the different rolls, which may include
the head of a family, the number in the family,
genders, and slaves.

The Final Rolls of Citizens and Freedmen of the Five
Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory. Compiled by
U.S. Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes.
Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1907; E78.I5U27

This and its companion volume, Index to the
Final Rolls . . ., provide the name, sex, age, Indian
"blood degree,” and tribal roll number for indi-
viduals as of 1907. With the exception of blood
degree, the same information appears for the
Freedmen among the tribes.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

GENERAL COLLECTIONS

1

The Osage Annuity Rolls of 1878. Louis F. Burns.
3 vols. Fallbrook, Calif.: Burns, c1980-81; Egg.
O8B8y

More than 2,200 names appear here grouped
within tribal bands by family, listing the age,
sex, and family relationship. Most of the names
are the original Osage language names. The
compiler provides an alphabetical index to the
names, as well as an index of the Indian names as
they would appear in English.

Our Native Americans and Their Records of Ge-
nealogical Value. Kay E. Kirkham. 2 vols. Logan,
Utah: Everton Publishers, c1980-84; Z1209.2.
N67K57 '

A useful guide to the primary sources—gov-
ernmental, tribal, and private—available for po-

tential genealogical research. This source should .

probably be the researcher’s first stop on a ge-
nealogical journey.

PERIODICALS

Bound issues of periodicals with Indian-related
topics are scattered throughout the Library’s col-
lections in appropriate subject classifications.
The Library has substantial holdings of titles
such as American Anthropologist, Ethnohistory,
and Plains Anthropologist. It also holds most of
the publications of significant institutions and
museums, such as those of the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, the American Philo-
sophical Society, Chicago’s Field Museum of
Natural History, the University of Michigan’s
Museum of Anthropology, and Yale University.

Holdings of periodicals generated by Indian
groups themselves are spotty, due to the ephem-
eral nature of many of them. The Library does
have, however, privately produced microform
collections of American Indian periodicals, de-
scribed in the section on the Microform Reading
Room. If one does not know a specific periodical
title desired, it is best to consult a bibliography
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“The Nation’s Ward,” chromolithograph by Grant Hamilton
from Judge, June 20, 1885. AP101.J8 (LC-USZC4-4802).
General Collections (Microform) and Prints and Photo-
graphs Division.

“The Reason of the Indian Outbreak. General Miles de-
clares that the Indians are starved into rebellion,” unat-
tributed chromolithograph from judge, December 20, 1890.
AP101.J8. (LC-USZC4-4101, color; LC-USZ62-56003, black
and white). General Collections (Microform) and Prints and
Photographs Division.

Native Americans were targets of ridicule in the illustrated
satirical weeklies that flourished in America after the Civil
War. Cartoonists usually portrayed them as murderous war-
riors or shiftless beggars taking advantage of the nation’s
largesse. Occasionally, however, they were depicted with
more sympathy, as victims of corrupt federal agents.
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such as James P. Danky’s Native American Periodi-
cals and Newspapers, 1828—-1982 (Z1209.2.U5D36
1984). Librarians can assist in checking holdings
of individual titles.

Current, unbound issues of periodicals are
held in the Newspaper and Current Periodicals
Reading Room, Madison Building, 1st floor, Room
LM 133 (same hours as the Main Reading Room).
In some cases, depending on acquisitions deci-
sions, only a few months of current issues may
be kept. In other cases, titles may be retained for
a longer period to determine the feasibility of
adding them to the permanent collections. Many
Indian-generated periodicals may fall into either
of these categories, and a researcher should check
with reading room staff for particular titles.

This reading room also holds all of the Li-
brary’s newspaper collections, both in paper
copy and microform. The Library has several
eighteenth-century domestic and foreign news-
papers, as well as numerous nineteenth-century
papers. Most of the eighteenth-century issues
date from the last two decades of the period, al-
though a few titles, such as the New York Gazette,
Philadelphia’s The American Weekly Mercury, and
Williamsburg’s The Virginia Gazette, date from
the first half of the century. And for a British
slant on American news, the collections include
London’s Daily Advertiser from 1731 to 1795.
Other British and European papers may also be
of interest.

While newspaper accounts for these eras may
not be as highly regarded as other historical
sources, they are in some instances the only ac-
counts extant. Colonial American newspapers,
for example, frequently relayed official govern-
ment announcements verbatim or copied reports
from foreign papers or from each other. But oc-
casionally they also relayed correspondence on
events from individuals—correspondence that
may not have subsequently survived. In addi-
tion, occasional editorial opinion and advertise-
ments of the period may offer insights into the

QO ular perception of American Indians.
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For eighteenth-century papers, researchers
should check a four-volume, loose-leaf compila-
tion prepared by the staff and held in the reading
room. It lists the papers by state, and by city
within each state, with a detailed chronological
list of the holdings of each title. Another refer-
ence work, A Check List of American Eighteenth
Century Newspapers in the Library of Congress
(Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1936; re-
printed by Greenwood Press, 1968), originally
compiled by John Van Ness Ingram, and revised
and updated by Henry S. Parsons, may be avail-
able in other large libraries. For the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, staff member Paul E.
Swigart compiled an eleven-volume work, Chro-
nological Index of Newspapers for the Period
1801~1967 in the Collections of the Library of
Congress.

The Library’s holdings of nineteenth-century
general periodicals also afford sources for Indian
images and articles. Harper’s Weekly and Frank
Leslie’s Hllustrated series, for example, carried im-
ages illustrating Indian-related stories, while
Puck and Judge carried many caricatures on In-
dian themes. These periodicals are on microfilm
in the Microform Reading Room, but separate il-
lustrations culled from paper copies also exist in
the Prints and Photographs Division.

MICROFORM

The distribution of research materials through
microforms has significantly enhanced scholarly
study since the second world war. Reproduc-
tions from numerous institutions and the policy
of interlibrary loan have made manuscripts,
archives, newspapers, illustrative materials, rare
books, and pamphlets from all over the globe
much more available to researchers than was
previously possible. Further, microforms pro-
long the life of original documents by reducing
the need for handling them directly. Through
both acquisitions and preservation filming of its
own collections the Library of Congress has
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Plate 51

“Meda Songs,” chromolithograph by James Ackerman after
Seth Eastman from volume 1 of Historical and Statistical In-
formation Respecting the History, Condition and Prospects
of the Indian Tribes of the United States by Henry R. School-
craft (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1851).
E77.5381 (LC-USZC4-4803). General Collections.

Schoolcraft, a former Indian agent (whose papers are held
by the Library’s Manuscript Division), began work on his
massive six-volume encyclopedic work on American Indi-
ans while he was employed by the Indian Office in 1847.
He recruited Capt. Seth Eastman of the U.S. Army to make
hundreds of drawings and watercolors of tribal ceremonies,
landscapes, artifacts, pictographs, tools, costumes, wea-
pons, musical instruments and maps. According to School-
craft, this is an exact facsimile of an Ojibwa music board—
“one of those tablets of pictorial notation” used as

prompters for songs of the tribe’s Meda Society.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

44

thousands of microform titles available. General
and specialized reading rooms usually have mi-
croform collections appropriate to their subject
or format responsibilities.

MICROFORM READING ROOM

LOCATION: Jefferson Building, 1st floor, Room L)
107 (temporary); telephone (202) 707-5471

HOURS: Same as those for Main Reading Room

The Microform Reading Room is virtually a li-
brary unto itself. In addition to books that have
been microfilmed for preservation purposes,
several special collections relevant to the study
of American Indians are available here. Refer-
ence specialists can assist with research guidance
to the collections, and-published guides to many
of the collections are available.



0 SELECTED COLLECTIONS

Microform titles relevant to American Indian
study as of this writing are grouped thema-
tically, and then arranged alphabetically, as
follows:

Ethnology

Government Relations
Historical Research Collections
Periodicals

Reform Organizations

Ethnology

HRAF. New Haven, Conn.: Human Relations
Area Files, 1958—; Microfiche 1013

This collection of reproduced pages of ar-
ticles, books, and manuscripts includes ethno-
logical and anthropological studies of tribes
or cultural groups. Holdings through 1987 con-
tain studies on about fifty tribes, arranged by
topic such as religious beliefs, methods of war-

fare, etc. %

North American Indians: Photographs from the Na-
tional Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Insti-
tution. Compiled by Herman Viola. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1974; Microfiche
5020

This microfiche collection of nearly 4,700 pho-
tographs consists mainly of individual or group
portraits, but also includes representations of
artifacts, architecture, ceremonies, and crafts.
Arranged alphabetically by tribe, it also supplies
negative numbers that may be used to request
prints from the National Anthropological
Archives.

The Northwest Coast Collection of American Indian
Art. Boston: G. K. Hall & Co, 1987; Microfiche
91/7000
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A color reproduction of Northwest Coast arti-
facts held by the Museum of Mankind, London.
Although the sharpness of the images in this
35-fiche set is not perfect, it is still an absorb-
ing, useful representation of nearly 1,500 ob-
jects of stone, ivory, bone, wood, leather, and
fiber-woven utensils, implements, clothing, effi-
gies, and furnishings collected mainly between
1800 and 1875. Many of the objects display the
unique design and intricate carving that pay
tribute to indigenous artistry.

The Peabody Museum : a Visual Record of Artifacts.
The Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnography, Harvard University. Photography
by Hillel Burger. Catalog by Barbara Isaac.
Boston: G. K. Hall, c1990; Microfiche g91/7018
(G); Guide 273

Five of eight color fiche contain approxi-
mately 380 images of North American Indian art,
artifacts, and clothing, as well as early European-
American paintings and drawings of Indian sub-
jects selected from the museum’s collections.
Some items are attributed to collections from the
Lewis and Clark expedition. Among the Indian
groups represented are Aleut, Eskimo, Haida,
Tlingit, and others of the Alaska and the North-
west; California people such as the Karok and
Hupa (Hoopa); Hopi, Navajo, and Zuni of the
Southwest; Crow, Mandan, Sioux, Chippewa,
Huron, Choctaw, Cherokee, and Seminole; a few
Northeastern tribes; and prehistoric cultures of
the Anasazi, Hopewell, Mississippian, and Mim-
bres. Two of the three remaining fiche cover
Mesoamerica and South America. A guide ac-
companies the collection and describes the
items.

University of South Dakota American Indian Oral
History Collection. Sanford, N.C.: Microfilming
Corp. of America, 1979; Microfiche 85/200;
Guide AI3.07, no. 2

The Library has Part II of this collection,
which largely includes personal experiences and

FRIC .
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“Washington, D.C.—Photographing an Indian delegation, in C. M. Bell’s stu-
dio, for the government,” wood engraving from Frank Leslie’s lllustrated News-
paper, September 10, 1881. AP2.L52. LOT 4391-F (P&P). (LC-USZ62-77077).
General Collections (Microform) and Prints and Photographs Division.

Charles Milton Bell (1848-93) was one of Washington’s leading portrait pho-
tographers during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. He may be best
known today for his photographs of Native Americans, which he began to pro-
duce in 1873. He was assigned by Ferdinand V. Hayden of the U.S. Geological
Survey of the Territories to photograph as many of the Indian visitors to the cap-
ital as possible during this period of intense treaty negotiations. Cooperative
chiefs were apparently rewarded with a trip to the photographer’s studio. From
the end of the Hayden Survey in 1879 until the 1890s, Bell also made pho-
tographs of Indians for the Department of the Interior and the Bureau of Ameri-
can Ethnology. The C. M. Bell Studio Collection is among the holdings of the Li-
brary’s Prints and Photographs Division.

reminiscences of more than two hundred Indi-
ans and non-Indians associated with them.
Recorded in the late 1960s, most of the inter-
views cover a variety of topics, reflecting the eth-
nic reawakening of the period. In some in-
stances, an interviewee’s age, religious affiliation,
and degree of Indian blood is given. The major-
ity of tribes represented are Chippewa and vari-
ous branches of the Sioux. Others included are:
Apache (1 interviewee), Cheyenne (1), Coeur
d’Alene (3), Colville (1), Cree (1), Crow (17), Flat-
head (1), Hidatsa (1), Kalispel (1), Navajo (1),
Ponca (1), Pueblo (1), Spokane (8), and Win-
nebago (10). In an unusual instance of cata-
loging, each individual’s name has been entered
in the Library’s computer catalog.

Q
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Government Relations

Annual Report, 1838-1943, of the Office (Bu-
reau) of Indian Affairs. Washington, D.C.: Li-
brary of Congress Photoduplication Service,
1974; Microfilm 04093.

These reports include each Indian agent’s
summary of the previous year’s activity among
the people under his jurisdiction. A published
set of reprinted reports from 1824 to 1847 is
available from the book collections under the call
number E93.U715a.

British Manuscripts Project. Washington, D.C.:
Library of Congress Photoduplication Service,
1941—45; Microfilm o41; Guide: Z6620.G7U5

Among the millions of manuscript pages
filmed, the most germane to Indian matters are
those of the Jeffery Amherst Papers in the War
Office, and these are relevant mainly for the
French and Indian War from late 1758 through
1763, with some material touching on Pontiac’s
rebellion. The collection is prodigious, nonethe-
less, comprising more than fifty reels for this pe-
riod, and includes frequent correspondence with
Ambherst’s officers and with William Johnson on
Indian participation.

Also useful are the Colonial Office papers for
Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and South Carolina, consisting
mainly of papers of the governors and corre-
spondence between them and the Board of Trade
in London. Indian-related material is scattered,
and it is best for a researcher to have a particular
date or correspondent in mind. Much of this
same material, however, may be published or ap-
pear in the State Records Microfilm described be-
low. A checklist exists for this collection, giving
principally the correspondents’ names and dates
of coverage.
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The FBI files on the American Indian Movement and
Wounded Knee. Edited by Rolland Dewing. Fred-
erick, Md.: University Publications of America,
1986; Microfilm 88/359; Guide 105-150

This collection of twenty-six reels consists of
memoranda from agents, office reports, letters,
protest literature, and some periodical clippings
that deal not only with AIM (the American
Indian Movement) but also with numerous
protests, demonstrations, and government prop-
erty occupations by Indians throughout the
country. Most of the material is dated 1973, and
nearly half of it represents coverage of the
Wounded Knee incident of that year.

Some sections of reports are blacked out, and
some papers are deleted entirely by an invoca-
tion of cited exemptions under the Freedom of
Information Act.

Indian Claims Commission. New York: Clearwater
Publishing Co., 1973-82; Microfiche 90/7052
(negative image); Guide 238a-b

This collection represents more than half a
million pages from the commission’s files in the
National Archives. Set up to hear and determine
tribal claims against the United States, the com-
mission operated mainly from 1947 to 1978. Its
files contain not only important background in-
formation on specific claims (nearly all of which
were based on inadequate compensation for
land purchases), but also historical documents
from public and private sources, cartographic
and illustrative material, retrdspective mineral
and land appraisals, and expert testimony by
ethnologists, historians, and anthropologists.
The collection is, therefore, not only valuable as
a reference source itself, but as a guide to other
sources that may produce further information.
The collection is divided into five segments, and
researchers should determine which section they
wish to view:

1. The decisions. The commission’s findings
of fact, opinions, orders, and final awards.

47



EUROPEAN COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION OF INDIAN RELATIONS
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GATEWAYS

Six European countries—Spain, Great Britain,
France, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Russia—
at one time or another, between 1500 and 1867,
established a colonial presence within what is
now the continental United States.

Spain was the first of these European powers to
establish a permanent settlement in the present-
day continental United States, in 1565 in Florida.
Further Spanish settlement followed in the Ameri-
can Southwest after 1598, Texas after 1700, Cali-
fornia from the mid-eighteenth century on, and
the Mississippi Valley from the eighteenth cen-
tury. Spanish administration generally lasted until
Mexican independence, in 1821, but this varied
for Florida and the Mississippi Valley.

The first permanent English settlement was in
1607 in Virginia, and lasted along the Atlantic
Coast until American independence in 1783, and
lasted elsewhere (the Great Lakes region, the
Pacific Northwest) as long as the mid-nineteenth
century. France, while initially based in Canada,
was active in the present United States from 1608
until 1763, and then again from 1800 to 1803 in
the Mississippi Valley. The Dutch colonial efforts
were shortlived, beginning in 1609 in the cen-
tral Atlantic Coast region and ending in 1664
with the English conquest of New Netherland.
Swedish settlement, chiefly for trading purposes,
lasted from 1638 until their ouster by the Dutch
in 1655. Russian traders and others were active in
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present-day Alaska from 1741 to 1867 (when the of Indian tribal relations. The English experience
U.S. purchased the territory) and for a while in varied with each of its numerous colonies along
California (1812-44). the Atlantic coast, since, while the English king
Each of the European colonial nations had to did appoint colonial governors, each colony
develop a means of handling Indian relations. handled its own Indian relations. It was not until
Their solutions varied markedly from country to 1755 that the British government set up a system
country and all changed, to some degree, over of Indian superintendencies (one northern, one
time. These differing solutions had differing ef- southern) and only in 1763 that the royal govern-
fects on the many Indian peoples. ment assumed exclusive jurisdiction over Indian
For all the European colonial powers except affairs.
Spain, the national government in Europe at first Spain’s holdings in the present United States
eschewed direct administration of colonies, began as royal colonies, but its systems for deal-
whether the colonial purpose was trade or settle- ing with Native Americans changed several times
ment. Instead, administration of both the colony during its long colonial tenure. Usually a military
and Indian relations, in the Western Hemisphere, presidio and a mission shared the immediate su-
was left to private entities—chartered trading pervision of an Indian population in each area,
companies, individual traders, or proprietors and under the control of a governor and the viceroy.
grantees of landed estates. These private entities After 1763, however, in most (but not all) regions,
were subject to varying methods and amounts of Indian administration was secularized, and presi-
national government oversight, but it was over- dios assumed complete jurisdiction. In the Missis-
sight exercised from Europe. sippi Valley, however, the Spanish government
The Dutch, Swedish, and Russian govern- used traders, much like the other colonial powers.
m.ents, during th.e period of <leach COL.m.try’s f:olo- ACVOAOYO
nial presence, did not establish administrative
structures in the Western Hemisphere to govern WHERE TO LOOK: Library collections bearing
colonies and handle Indian relations. The English on European colonial administration of Indian af-
and French governments eventually did. New fairs include the Law Library, the General Collec-
France was transferred to royal control in 1663 tions (including the Microform Reading Room),
and became a crown colony, with royal adminis- and the Manuscript, Geography and Map, and
trators, in 1674. (The Louisiana province was a Rare Book and Special Collections Divisions.
separate crown colony.) The French king ap- Note especially the photocopies, transcriptions,
pointed a governor and an intendant for each of and microfilm of British, French, and Spanish
the two provinces; the latter official was in charge archival documents.
“A North View of Fort Johnson drawn on the spot by Mr. Guy johnson(,] Sir W. Johnson’s Son,” from The Royal Magazine, or
Gentleman’s Monthly Companion, October 1759. APR.R7 (LC-USZ62-9288). Rare Book and Special Collections
Division.
William Johnson (1715-74), a 1738 Irish immigrant to an uncle’s upstate New York estate, became a major British colonial
diplomat in Indian affairs, especially with the Iroquois, as well as a military leader and a very wealthy land speculator and
fur trader. In 1755 he was appointed the first northern superintendent of Indian affairs. In 1739 he had acquired Fort John-
son on the Mohawk River in New York and had made it a leading site for Indian councils and trade. The Indian council
house is labeled “1,” the Indian camping ground is “K,” the Mohawk River is “Q,” and Johnson’s residence is “A.”
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Arrangement is by volume and page numbers
listed in the guides mentioned below.

2. Expert testimony. Written, professional eth-
nological and historical reports, as well as retro-
spective appraisals of land and minerals. Ar-
rangement is by docket number. Many of the
expert testimonies have also been published by
Garland Publishing, Inc., and are in the general
book collections.

3. Transcripts of oral expert testimony. Oral testi-
mony was allowed in the early years of the com-
mission’s operation, and this segment contains
less material than the written testimony. Ar-
rangement is by document number.

4. The briefs. These provide both the Indian
and the government positions, backed up by
all the references and citations used to support
their cases. It is here that one will find excerpts
from primary sources and the references to them
that make the section a valuable resource guide
and bibliography. Arrangement is by docket
number.

5. GAO and GSA reports. These are accounts by
the General Accounting Office and the General
Services Administration of the actual disburse-
ments made to a tribe under a treaty that was the
basis of a claim. As such it may contain a histori-
cal record of related disbursements for the tribe.
Arrangement is by date of the original treaty in
question.

A two-volume guide divides the series by the
written expert testimony and decisions, and fur-
ther by a table of cases, tribe, state, author, and
docket number. These guides can be somewhat
confusing because of the collection’s different
sections and access points, and one should check
both volumes under all headings to insure ade-
quate coverage.

Reports of the Commissioner to the Five Civilized
Tribes. Arlington, Va.: University Publications
of America, c1975;, Microfilm 88/240; Guide
105—121

50

This collection brings together the annual re-
ports from 1894 to 1920 and special documents
relating to the division of tribal lands among in-
dividuals of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Creek, and Seminole tribes. Known as the Dawes
Commission, it generated numerous documents,
including legal decisions, samples of census
rolls, genealogical charts, allotment maps, and
discussions of the conditions among the tribes.

State Records Microfilm. Washington, D.C.: Li-
brary of Congress in association with the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, 1941-50; Microfilm 1550;
Guide, A Guide to the Microfilm Collection of Early
State Records. Edited by Lillian A. Hamrick.
Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress Photo-
duplication Service, 1950; Z663.96.G8 or Z1223.5.
A1 Uy7

Also known as Records of the States or Early
State Records, this collection contains approxi-
mately 1,700 reels of film with nearly 3 million
pages of colonial and state legislative, executive,
judicial, and Indian records from the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, many of which are in
manuscript form. The guide (cited above) out-
lines the various record groups under each state
and provides the reel numbers. The guide itself
was compiled in segments and amended, so a
careful perusal is necessary to glean as many
records as possible.

A Guide to the Microfilm Collection of Early State
Records: Supplement. Washington, D.C.: Library
of Congress Photoduplication Service, 1951.
Lists "Records of American Indian Nations,”
which are part of the State Records Microfilm;
Microfilm 1551.

The records include mostly manuscript
sources filmed in eight state archives and histori-
cal societies. A major portion of the material is
from the Indian Archives of the Oklahoma His-
torical Society, where nearly all of the Cherokee
records were filmed. The guide supplement pro-



vides cursory descriptions of the contents and
reel numbers. The sections on newspapers and
miscellany should also be checked for material
from early newspapers, broadsides, proclama-
tions, and some manuscripts that may also con-
tain relevant information, though the Guide may
not cite it. Following are descriptions of notable
collections from the “Records of American In-
dian Nations,” and a few items from the "Miscel-
lany,” arranged by state.

Connecticut

Connecticut Archives: Indians 1647-1820. A
manuscript work useful for study of Connecti-
cut’s relations with Indians. Indexes to topics
and tribes appear at the beginning of each of the
two volumes. A majority of entries concern land
issues, and among the tribes represented are
Massachusett, Mohegan, Pequot, Pocumtuc,
Scaticook, and Tunxi, as well as Mohawk.

In the "Miscellany” section for Connecticut is
a 1770 text called “The Moheagon Indians
against the Governor and Company of Connecti-
cut,” which includes an introductory history of
the Mohegan, followed by tracts that deal with
Uncas and his progenitors’ claims to certain
Connecticut lands.

Kansas

Letterbook of John Beach, Indian agent for the
Sac and Fox of Iowa and Kansas (478 pages).
Dating from June 1840 to August of 1847, this
collection consists of Beach's letters to the U.S.
commissioner of Indian affairs, the governor of
Iowa, other Indian agents and sub-agents. No
letters from his correspondents appear.
Constitution and Laws of the Sac and Fox Na-
tions, 1888 (30 pages), including tribal laws
adopted between 1885 and 1887. An eight-page
supplement includes laws adopted in 1889.
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Massachusetts

The topics are not Massachusetts Indians, but the
contents are from volumes 60 and 61 of the
Massachusetts Historical Society’s Timothy Pick-
ering Papers. These volumes deal with Indian re-
lations and treaties in 1790 and 1791 with the
tribes then occupying the old Northwest Terri-
tory, comprising the present states of Illinois, In-
diana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Among
tribes involved either directly or diplomatically
are the Delaware, Miami, Mohawk, Oneida,
Seneca, Shawnee, Stockbridge, Tuscarora, and
Wyandot. A full microfilm set of the Pickering
Papers is in the Manuscript Division.

Michigan

In the “Local Records” section appears a manu-
script journal in French on Pontiac’s Conspiracy,
from the Burton Historical Collection in Detroit.
It is rather faded and some of the pages are torn.

New Mexico

In the Miscellany section, as part of the official
record book of Don Manuel Alvarez, American
consul at Santa Fe, is a printed version in Span-
ish of the diaries of several New Mexican militia
officers from an 1839 campaign against the
Navajo (8 pages)

New York

Four reels of microfilm contain reproductions
from the Henry O'Reilly Papers, called
“"O’'Reilly’s Western Mementos.” Relating to the
Iroquois from 1784 to 1820, the papers are
important for study of post-Revolutionary New
York’s involvement in Indian affairs and land
acquisition prior to the federal government’s
assumption of that role. The primary tribes
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involved were the Six Nations—Cayuga, Mo-
hawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca, and Tuscarora.

The miscellany section for this state contains
an eclectic assembly of eighteenth-century docu-
ments and treaties, many of which were printed
and have been subsequently issued elsewhere. A
1718 map of the country of the Five Nations and
the tribes of the Great Lakes appears, as do a few
1840s issues of the journal, “The Mental Eleva-
tor,” a Seneca language publication from the
tribe’s Buffalo Creek reservation.

Oklahoma

Fourteen reels contain Cherokee documents
dating from the 1820s to 1906, the bulk of mate-
rial covering the latter half of the nineteenth
century. These are documents generated by the
Cherokee themselves as they began adopting
Anglo-American social and political culture in

the early nineteenth century. They contain
records of the national council, legislative jour-
nals, several editions of the laws and constitu-
tion, records of the supreme court, and annual
reports of administrative officers such as the
treasurer, the board of education, medical super-
intendent, high sheriff, commission on citizen-
ship, insane asylum supervisors, and the editor
of the Cherokee Advocate.

The legislative journals are good sources for
identifying names of influential and politically
active Cherokee. The laws and constitution, in
both Cherokee and English, provide a look at the
transition from tribal and clan law to Anglo-
American oriented procedure from 1808 for-
ward. They also reflect the social condition of
women, blacks, and mulattoes, as well as the at-
tempts to regulate potential or actual intrusions
from non-Indian groups.With this material (on
reel 1 of M.2a-B:C) is a 48-page compilation, in-

Cherokee Phoenix, New Echota, Georgia, April 10, 1828 (LC-US262-115660). Serial and Government Publications Division
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cluding letters, titled “Communication of the
Delegation of the Cherokee Nation to the Presi-
dent of the United States . . .,” which discusses
the Cherokee role in the Civil War. Further dis-
cussion of the Civil War appears in the letter-
book of Stand Watie, July 1863 to July 1864, and
proceedings and laws of the executive council
(M.z2a-E.1). Note: much of this material is also
kept in the Law Library, which provided some of
the documents filmed.

Annual reports of officers. 1880—1906. Com-
bined with “Messages of the principal chief”
(M.2a-D.2) and the minutes of some of the ad-
ministrative officers” meetings (M.2a-D.24), these
reports provide insights to some of the social and
economic issues facing the tribe at the turn of the
century.

M.2X contains miscellaneous Cherokee docu-
ments, as well as some for the Creek, Osage, and
Seminole. It also includes an 1850 compilation of
an Ottawa alphabet and portions of the New Tes-
tament in Ottawa.

The records of the remaining four of the so-
called “Five Civilized Tribes” are not as compre-
hensive as those of the Cherokee, since most of
their records were not available at the time of mi-
crofilming. The bulk of material for the Chicka-
saw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole consists of
tribal laws and editions of constitutions, many of
which are in the native languages as well as En-
glish. The laws, nonetheless, reflect interesting
social issues, such as the Indians’ relations with
the blacks and whites living among them. A few
other items of interest are listed below.

Reel 2 of M.2b-B:C contains a “Compact be-
tween the several tribes of the Indian Territory,”
a legal agreement to resolve intertribal issues
among the Five Civilized Tribes and the Caddo,
Comanche, Delaware, and Wichita tribes.

Journal of the General Council of the Indian
Territory, 1870-85. A council of all the tribes in
Indian Territory, which by this time included
Ottawa, Shawnee, Quapaw, Seneca, Wyandot,
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Peoria, Sac and Fox, and Osage. The sixth annual
conference of 1875 was a pan-Indian congress of
numerous tribes, many of whom described their
respective conditions, and who sought advice
from the more acculturated tribes about follow-
ing their style of living.

Journal of the Union Mission to the Osages in
Arkansas, 1820—26 (Mss. 314 pages).

Pennsylvania

The Penn Manuscripts, 1687—-1801. Most of the
material dates from the 1750s, especially the
French and Indian War, and some of it has been
published. Journals of Conrad Weiser appear, as
do reports by George Croghan, Daniel Claus,
and Moravian missionaries. Among the tribes
included are the Cherokee, Delaware, Miami,
Nanticoke, Shawnee, Six Nations, Susquehanna,
and Wyandot.

Rhode Island

One hundred and thirty-four manuscript items
on the Narragansett cover the period from 1735
to 1859 and deal with land problems, tribal dis-
sensions, and oversight issues, primarily involv-
ing the Ninigret family.

South Carolina

Two reels contain the original manuscript vol-
umes on Indian affairs from the Colonial Records
of South Carolina, including the Journals of the
Commissioners of Indian Trade from September of
1710 to August of 1718; Documents Relating to In-
dian Affairs, from 1750 to 1760; and the Journal
of the Directors of the Cherokee Trade from 1762
to 1765. These documents have also been pub-
lished by the University of South Carolina Press,
however, and are, therefore, more easily read
in printed form. The journals of the commis-
sioners are available by Library of Congress class

°J
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number E78.56565, and the Documents . . . and
Journal of the Directors . . . are available by
E78.5656. Predominant among the tribes in-
cluded are Catawba, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and
Creek, but entries also appear for Tuscarora and
smaller tribes such as Congaree, Pee Dee, Wacca-
maw, and Yuchi.

Historical Research Collections

American Culture Series 1493—1875. Ann Arbor,
Mich.: University Microfilms, 1956—76; Micro-
film 01291; Guide: Z1215.A583

This is a series of early books and pamphlets
filmed from the collections of numerous institu-
tions, including the Library of Congress. The Li-
brary did not acquire reels one through twenty-
six, which contain about forty titles on Indians
out of more than two hundred titles.

The guide for this series has an author, title,
and subject index with general headings and
subheadings under “Indians of North America”
and under specific tribes.

Doctoral Dissertation Series. Ann Arbor, Mich.:
University Microfilms International, 1938—.

The Library of Congress has those disserta-
tions that are part of the University Microfilms
Project, and for which an abstract identification
number appears after an entry in Dissertation Ab-
stracts. A special guide, North American Indians: a
Dissertation Index (Ann Arbor, Mich.: University
Microfilms International, 1977; Z1209.2.N67Us4
1977, and supplement 1979), identifies by author
and by key word those works on Indians be-
tween 1904 and 1976. Other dissertations date
from 1861, and comprehensive indexes for the
series exist in the Main Reading Room reference
collection. In addition, Dissertation Abstracts
Ondisc, a CD-ROM database also available in
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the Main Reading Room, provides comprehen-
sive coverage from 1861 forward, with the added
convenience of quick, current indexing and
display of the abstracts in one source.

Library of American Civilization. Chicago: Library
Resources, 1971-72; Microfiche 1008; Guide:
Z1236.L45

A collection of books, pamphlets, periodicals,
public and private documents relating to all as-
pects of American life and literature from the
fifteenth century to World War I. Most of the
coverage, however, is the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. A four-volume guide pro-
vides an author, title, and subject index that fol-
lows Library of Congress subject headings as of
1972, and a “biblioguide,” which arranges the
material under broad disciplinary headings.

Pamphlets in American History. Glen Rock, N.J.:
Microfilming Corp. of America, 1978; Micro-
fiche 1014; Guide: Z1236.M54

Group I of this series contains more than 1,500
rare Indian-related pamphlets from the late eigh-
teenth to the early twentieth centuries. Topics of
these tracts are diverse: Indian biographies, mis-
sionary and government activities, wars, ser-
mons, speeches, and essays on Indian affairs, ed-
ucation, tribal charters, constitutions and laws,
ethnological obs¢ vations, and linguistic tracts.

The guide provides author, title, and subject
indexes.

Western Americana, 1550-1900. 2 vols. New
Haven, Conn.: Research Publications, 197s;
Microfilm 51566; Guide: Z1251.W5W48

This collection of over 7,000 titles, assembled
with the cooperation of Yale University and the
Newberry Library, represents basic published
sources—many of them’rare or not easily avail-
able—for study of the exploration, settlement,



and development of the Trans-Mississippi West.
They consist mainly of personal narratives by
participants in the frontier experience, but also
include other relevant works.

A two-volume guide provides catalog entries
arranged by author and subject. Topics on Indi-
ans are entered either under the general heading
“Indians of North America” and its subdivi-
sions, or under specific tribes.

Periodicals

American Indian Periodicals from the State His-
torical Society of Wisconsin. New York: Clearwater
Publishing; Bethesda, Md.: University Publica-
tions of America, 1981—; Microfilm 94/2119;
Guide 359

Thirteen reels contain forty-one titles of
American Indian-produced periodicals.

American Indian Periodicals in the Princeton Uni-
versity Library. New York: Clearwater Publishing,
1981—; Microfiche (0) 92/6012

More than 2,000 microfiche represent about
130 titles produced by American Indian groups
and Indian interest organizations. There is some
overlap with the titles that follow.

Periodicals by and about the North American Indian.
Glen Rock, N.J.: Microfilming Corp. of America,
1974; Microfilm 9o/ 8032; Guide 260. Periodicals
by and about North American Indians, 1923-1981.
Bethesda, Md.: Congressional Information Ser-
vice, 1982; Microfilm 94/2118; Guide 341
Because of changes in the microfilm publish-
ers, the Library received the two parts of this se-
ries at different times; hence, the different titles
and microfilm and guide numbers. The series
by Microfilming Corporation contains forty-two
reels of the Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of
American Ethnology bulletins from 1887 to 1971,
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and its annual reports from 1879 to 1931. The se-
ries by Congressional Information Service con-
tains eighty-two reels of publications produced
by Indian groups themselves. There is partial
overlap with the previous title.

Reform Organizations

Annual Report of the Executive Committee of the In-
dian Rights Association, 1883-1934. Philadelphia:
The Association, n.d.; Microfilm 38754; and the
Association’s Publications (1st series, 1882-92,
Microfilm 8124E; 2nd series, numbers 1-99, [#19
and #35 missing] 1893-1915, Microfilm o04190);
Guide 17

This organization has concerned itself with
the protection of the legal rights and welfare of
American Indians. Included among the various
publications are its constitution and by-laws,
statements by Indian individuals, pamphlets on
Indian related issues, accounts of conditions
among tribes, and public addresses. Some of its
pamphlets may also appear in the General Col-
lections or among other microform series de-
scribed below. See also the association’s listing
under the Manuscript Division.

Archive of the Fourth Russell Tribunal on the Rights
of the Indians of the Americas. Zug, Switzerland:
IDC, 1985; Microfiche (w) 87/203 (E); Guide
124 (in English and Spanish)

Organized by a private Dutch group called
the Workgroup Indian Project, in cooperation
with the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, the
tribunal had an eleven-member jury that met in
Rotterdam in 1980 to consider alleged violations
of the rights of the Indians in the Americas.
The collection contains seventy groups of docu-
ments, forty-seven of which relate to the cases
presented to the tribunal. Twelve of these in-
volve Indians within the United States and five

r:

.
Jo



34

GENERAL COLLECTIONS

involve those in Canada. Each case may in-
clude historical documents, statements and testi-
mony by Indian representatives, articles, legal
briefs, and correspondence. The guide contains a
checklist of materials in each document group,
as well as an index of topics and tribes.

The Library of World Peace Studies. Edited by War-
ren F. Kuehl. New York: Clearwater Publishing
Co., 1978-82; Microfiche go/10 (H) (negative
image); Guide 244

This microfiche collection contains the pro-
ceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Lake Mohonk
Conference in Behalf of the Civilization and Legal
Protection of the Indians of the U.S. from 1883 to
1929. This gathering at various times included
benevolent association representatives, minis-
ters, journalists, active or retired government
and military officials, and others interested in the
welfare of American Indians. Theodore Roo-
sevelt and Rutherford B. Hayes, for example,
were among the attendees who met to discuss
and to offer solutions for problems in Indian af-
fairs. The diversity of professions represented
among the participants gives an interesting
glimpse at the attitudes toward Indian people
and experiences with them. Each proceeding has
a subject index. A separate, printed compilation
exists of these indexes, The Lake Mohonk Confer-
ence of Friends of the Indian: Guide to the Annual Re-
ports, with an introduction that discusses the
Mohonk conferences.

Tribal Records

(NOTE: See also the section on Oklahoma under
the State Records Microfilm in the Government Re-
lations section, pp. 30-31)
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Major Council Meetings of American Indian Tribes.
Frederick, Md.: University Publications of Amer-
ica, c1982; Microfilm 88 /253; Guides 134a, 134b

Divided into two sections covering 1911-56
and 1957-70, this collection was selected from
documents in the National Archives’ Record
Group 75, Bureau of Indian Affairs central
classified files. Tribes included are the Arapaho,
Cherokee, Cheyenne, Chippewa, the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw, intertribal meetings of the Five
Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma, Klamath, Semi-
nole, Sioux, and Ute.

MULTIMEDIA FORMATS

American Indian studies are becoming part of
the rapidly developing electronic media. A few
titles specifically dealing with Indian topics have
begun to appear in CD-ROM format, including
multimedia publications containing text, visuals,
and sound recordings. These formats enable a
user to experience in one sitting a broad range of
Indian research that might otherwise require vis-
its to different locations. This is an evolving area
of technology, as well as reference and research,
and the Library’s policies and services are devel-
oping accordingly.

Titles and subjects in electronic formats are
generally searchable in the Library’s computer
catalog. A researcher interested in electronic for-
mats for American Indian subjects may first wish
to check locally in guides such as CD-ROMS in
Print to identify particular titles and the equip-
ment needed to handle them, and then call
ahead to see if the Library has them and if they
can be read here. As of this writing, however,
machines are not available in the main or related
reading rooms to read CD-ROMs.



SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS

While the general collections can satisfy many .

research needs, other materials in the Library’s
special collections offer an additional wealth of
potential for Indian-related pursuits. Rare and
illustrated books, broadsides, manuscripts, gov-
ernment documents, laws and legal materials,
visual materials—from photographs to posters,
maps, music and recorded sound, motion pic-
tures, television shows, and documentaries are
all available to help researchers gain a more
extensive view of Indian affairs. In the sections
that follow, each of these special areas are dis-
cussed. Keep in mind that in an institution the
size of the Library of Congress, with its ongoing
acquisitions and its continuing analysis of ma-
terials already held, none of the sections below
represents a complete listing of the Library’s

holdings. It is wise always to consult reference

librarians and specialists, whose assistance can

“Pehriska-Ruhpa,” by Karl Bodmer in Reise in das innere Nord-America in den
Jahren 1832 bis 1834 by Prince Maximilian Alexander Philipp von Wied-
Neuwied (Koblenz, 1839-41). E165.W64, atlas (L.C-USZC4-4804, color; LC-
USZ62-9183, black and white). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

be as valuable, or more so, than a printed

guide.

This Minnetarre (Hidatsa) warrior, and principal leader of the Dog Society in his
village, is shown in a magnificent ceremonial costume. Members of the Real
Dog Society were expected to be daring and brave in battle. Eighty-one hand-
colored copperplate engravings after Swiss artist Karl Bodmer's magnificent and
accurate watercolors of Plains Indians can be found in the picture atlas accom-
panying Prince Maximilian’s two-volume account of their travels up the Mis-
Q souri River.
ERIC a 57
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RARE BOOK
AND SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS
DIVISION

INTRODUCTION

The Rare Book and Special Collections Division
holds the books that are the foundation stones
for the Library of Congress. Thomas Jefferson’s
personal library, purchased by Congress in 1815,
resides here. Jefferson maintained an active in-
terest in American Indians and their languages
and the division that preserves his library is ap-
propriately rich in accounts by European and
American explorers, settlers, missionaries, and
historians of encounters with Indian peoples.

The Library did not create a separate Rare
Book and Special Collections Division until 1934
when it moved into its present reading room and
stack area, but the institution had been actively
seeking out collections of rare materials since
the visionary Ainsworth Rand Spofford was
Librarian of Congress (1864—97). The purchase
of the large private library of Peter Force, the
Russian collection of Gennadii Yudin, and 3,000
fifteenth-century books from Otto H. Vollbehr,
as well as gifts from many donors, including the
large library of Joseph Meredith Toner and the
collection of John Boyd Thacher, a leading nine-
teenth century authority on the history of dis-
covery, necessitated a separate, secure quarters
and staff. Between 1943 and 1979, Lessing J.
Rosenwald presented to the Library 2,600 rare
illustrated books—its finest single collection
of rare books—including some of the earliest
images made by Europeans of North American
Indian peoples, collected and published by
Theodor de Bry.

Today the division’s collections—including
well over one hundred separate collections
with their own indexes—amount to approxi-
mately 650,000 books, broadsides, pamphlets,
theater playbills, title pages, prints, posters,
photographs, and medieval and Renaissance
manuscripts.

These abundant materials include many key
works for the study of the early contact between



Europeans and various American Indian groups,
beginning with two copies—one illustrated—of
Columbus’s printed letter announcing his dis-
covery of the Americas and calling the people
there “los Indios.” Accounts of early encounters
with Indian peoples in North America include
those of Hernando de Soto in the Southeast and
Southwest, with significant references to Indian
political alliances, and distinctive cultures from
Florida to eastern Texas; Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de
Vaca’s autobiographical work on his 1520s to
15308 trek across Texas and the near southwest;
René de Laudonniére’s personal remembrances
of the ill-fated French colonization in Florida in
the 1560s and his impressions of the Timucua
and other Atlantic coastal groups; Samuel de
Champlain’s various early seventeenth-century
descriptions of the peoples and places of Canada
and Maine; as well as many first hand accounts
of European explorers, expedition leaders, colo-
nizers, and missionaries as they for the first time
met and tried to describe Indian cultures in what
is now the United States.

The division also has rich collections on
British colonial administration, the American
Revolution, the early American republic, and the
westward movement of explorers and settlers in
the nineteenth century. Period documentation of
contacts with Indian tribes includes copies of the
famous pre-Civil War portfolios of color litho-
graphs depicting Indian individuals and tribes.
These valuable visual records of Indian life be-
fore the invention of photography were en-
hanced recently by the addition of a copy of
Prince Maximilian Alexander Philipp von Wied-
Neuwied’s Reise in das innere Nord-America in den
Jahren 1832 bis 1834 (Coblenz, 1839—41), includ-
ing the supplemental picture atlas of eighty-
one hand-colored copperplate engravings after
paintings by Karl Bodmer of Plains Indians. The
division also holds a complete set of the most
extensive photographic record of Indian tribes
of the early twentieth century: Edward S. Cur-
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tis's twenty-volume The North American Indian,
with twenty portfolios of photogravures (Seattle
and Cambridge, Mass., 1907-30). The Prints and
Photographs Division holds contact prints made
from Curtis’s large-format negatives, many of
which were not published by him.

Many of these works have appeared also in
reprint form, which can be found normally in
the Library’s General Collections. While in most
cases little distinction exists between the intellec-
tual content of the original imprint and the
reprinted, e.g., facsimile, editions, opportunities
for comparison of editions and to physically use
the original edition exist. More recent, non-rare
editions may include translations into English,
indexes, supplementary documents, and schol-
arly assessments that intervening researchers
have provided. Yet, it is important to review the
original source to ascertain the original contents
and to obtain the “feel” of the historic document.
In addition, researchers and curators looking for
high quality illustrations for publication or exhi-
bitions will find a wealth of material in original
editions.

Although much of the materials held by the
Rare Book and Special Collections Division de-
scribe Indian peoples from a European and
Euro-American point of view, colored by classi-
cal or religious influences and cultural and per-
sonal biases, they should not be dismissed as
mere examples of cultural imperialism. In the
absence of written and pictorial records by In-
dian peoples themselves, these documents often
provide the only documentation we have. By
looking at them with keen awareness of the
probable bias of their authors, a researcher can at
the very least understand the motivations of
those who recorded the encounters.

Not all European depictions of Indian life
need be treated with a high degree of suspicion.
For example, it has been broadly accepted that
John White’s drawings between 1584 and 1587
of Carolina Algonquians are living, vigorous

2
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expressions of a non-European culture. His
drawings, transferred into prints under the di-
rection of Theodor de Bry, serve as invaluable
documents in the study of pre-European Car-
olina Tidewater history.

An educated writer, such as Giovanni da Ver-
razzano, produced a many-sided account of
a voyage of exploration, but his knowledge of
classical tales about the barbarians known to
Mediterranean cultures often distorted his ac-
count of what he saw, or thought he saw. Often
the simple seaman or soldier, a Bernal Diaz del
Castillo, Hans Staden, or Miles Philips, brought
the new scene and the newly envisaged cultural
landscape most sharply and objectively to light.
Although necessarily hardened toward potential
adversaries, soldiers and sailors often had a con-
siderable capacity for identifying with the en-
emy. Many of the most useful narratives are by
such individuals.

On the other hand, the cleric, and more espe-
cially the missionary, was often likely to distort
by condemnation and exaggeration the non-
compatible culture. These individuals observed
the new cultures primarily with the thought of
transforming their ideology, and this kept the
great majority of them from seeing clearly what
it was that they proposed to alter. There were ex-
ceptions. Bartolomé de las Casas tried hard, if
not too clearly, to see the conquest from the
American Indian point of view; Gonzalo Fernan-
dez de Oviedo y Valdés expressed his disgust at
their practices yet gave some of the best descrip-
tions of the way the American Indian peoples
got things done; Richard Hakluyt swayed be-
tween his strong Protestant reaction against pa-
ganism and his objective curiosity about the
non-European world and its inhabitants.

The Jesuits, who sought to apply a detached
and critical intelligence to the problems of con-
version, pushed aside the more elementary mis-
sionary misconceptions of non-European and
non-Christian society. In the Jesuit letters, the
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external descriptions provided by lay travellers
were paralleled by attempts to reveal the inner
character of the non-European societies.

The researcher will find two works especially
useful in sorting through the various accounts
that have provided some of the first and perhaps
most compelling images of American Indian
peoples and society. They are The Discovery of
North America by W. P. Cumming, R. A. Skelton
and D. B. Quinn (London: Elek, 1971; E101 .Cg6)
and The Exploration of North America 1630-1776
by W. P. Cumming, D. B. Quinn, et al. (London:
Elek, 1974; E121 .Eg 1974¢).

USING THE COLLECTIONS

RARE BOOK AND SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS READING ROOM

LOCATION: Jefferson Building, 2nd Floor, Room L)
206; telephone (202) 707-5434

HOURS: Monday through Friday, 8:30 A.M. to
5:00 P.M.

ACCESS AND USE: Researchers are required to
present a Library of Congress photo ID card when
they register and to use pencil when taking notes.
Any requests for photocopying materials, including
microfilming and the preparation of photoprints or
color transparencies, must be directed to the Library’s
Photoduplication Service.

Catalogs

Because nearly four-fifths of the division’s mater-
ial consists of a group of collections built around
specific subjects, chronological periods, geo-
graphical areas, formats, and authors, only a
portion of the total holdings—the general, or
classified, collection of books—is represented
in the main catalog of the Library of Congress.
The division’s own dictionary catalog contains
650,000 cards that provide access to almost the
whole of the division’s collections by author or



other form of main entry and, in some instances,
by subject and title also. In addition to this cen-
tral card catalog, the division has created over
one hundred special card files describing indi-
vidual collections or special aspects of books
from many collections.

Special Collections

Indian-related material can be found in many
special collections in addition to the general
book collection:

American Almanac Collection: 3,896 titles; sev-
enteenth through nineteenth centuries

American and Foreign Magazines Collection:
3,872 titles; seventeenth to early twentieth
centuries

American Imprints, 1640—1800: 16,990 titles

Bible Collection: 1,471 titles; early editions and
rare issues in many languages, including
Indian languages

Broadside Collection: 30,500 items; mostly
American single-sheet publications; six-
teenth to twentieth centuries. See Catalog of
Broadsides in the Rare Book Division, Library of
Congress (Boston: G. K. Hall & Co., 1972;
Z1231.B7 As)

Dime Novel Collection: 35,000 titles; popular
paperback fiction, nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries

Documents of the First Fourteen Congresses:
12,922 titles

Benjamin Franklin Collection: 850 titles; publi-
cations written, printed, edited, or pub-
lished by Franklin

Henry Harrisse Collection: 414 .items; publi-
cations pertaining to early exploration of
America

Lessing J. Rosenwald Collection: 2,653 titles;.il-
lustrated books, fifteenth through twentieth
centuries. See A Catalog of the Gifts-of Lessing
J. Rosenwald to the Library of Congress (Wash-
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ington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1977;
7881.Us5 1977)

Spanish American Imprint Collection: 368 titles;
books from various Latin American coun-
tries, sixteenth to nineteenth centuries

John Boyd Thacher Collection: 5,193 items, in-
cluding incunabula and early Americana.
See The Collection of John Boyd Thacher . . .
(Washington, D.C., 1931; Z881.Us 1931)

Wagner-Camp Collection: 451 titles; Western
Americana selected from Henry R. Wag-
ner’s and Charles L. Camp’s bibliography
The Plains and the Rockies (San Francisco,
1921; Z1251.W5 W2)

0 SELECTED BOOKS
AND COLLECTIONS

This brief description of some of the rich variety
of materials in the Library of Congress’s Rare
Book and Special Collections Division is in-
tended to suggest in general terms to researchers
the broad parameter of materials that one can
find on American Indian topics from the late
fifteenth to the twentieth century. Individual re-
searchers, with different intents and interests,
should be able to uncover equally specific,
rare, and exquisite records. Selections are
arranged thematically and then chronologically,
as follows:

®  Early Contact: Discoverers and Explorers
Early Spanish Contact
French and English in the East and South
of North America
Spanish Penetration of the Southwest
Spanish American Imprint Collection
French Contacts in the Upper Midwest
Jesuit Relations
Contacts on Northwest Coast and California
®- Captivity Narratives
® Government Documents: Franklin treaties
® Bible Collection

Gi
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® Indian Portfolios: Prints and Photographs
® Nineteenth Century Exploration and Travel
in the American West: Documentary, Popu-
lar, and Fictional Accounts
Wagner-Camp Collection
The Dime Novel Collection
® Twentieth Century Decorative Arts

Early Contact:
Discoverers and Explorers

The following examples of the rich varieties of
materials available for the study of the initial
contact of European and American Indian cul-
tures in the Rare Book collections serve merely
as the extreme tip of a large iceberg. The thou-
sands of records reporting on multiple Indian
cultures by European rivals vying for control in
what is now the United States, such as those pit-
ting the Spanish against the French or French
against the English, and so on, or by proponents
of conflicting religious views seeking souls in the
Americas, provide researchers with ample de-
scriptions, from different perpectives and with
different intentions, of Indian cultural, political,
and economic activities during the initial contact
with Europeans.

_Early Spanish Contact

Although the scope of this guide is generally
limited to America north of Mexico, the division
holds copies of some of the classic works de-
scribing Columbus’s discovery of Caribbean is-
lands and the subsequent Spanish colonization
of the hemisphere. These works provided the
first representation for Europeans of American
Indian peoples and their influence endured for
generations:

Historia Baetica. Carol Verardi. [Basel]: I[ohann]

Blergmann, de Olpe], 1494; Incun.1494.47 Voll
Hi5942

This edition of Columbus’s 1493 letter an-
nouncing the discovery of what became known
as America has several woodcuts, including a
depiction of the Spanish ship landing on Hispan-
iola with native people gathered on shore watch-
ing the arrival (see Rare Book portfolio). Since
Columbus thought that he had arrived in the
East Indies, the letter incorrectly uses the name
Indian to describe the indigenous peoples of the
Americas, the generic identification that en-
dured. Columbus wrote that both the men and
women wore no clothes and were timid, guile-
less, and generous. His letter spread quickly
throughout Europe, with numerous editions in
various languages published within a year, an
astonishing number for a fifteenth-century book;
these included versions in Rome, Florence, Paris,
Basel, and Antwerp.

In addition to this edition, which was pub-
lished bound with an epic poem celebrating
Christian Spain’s triumph over the Moors at
Granada, the Library possesses an even earlier
edition of Columbus’s 1493 letter, the second Ro-
man edition in Latin entitled Epistola de insulis
nuper inventis (Thacher Collection No. 731; In-
cun.1493.C6). It was printed after April 30, 1493,
only two months following Columbus’s return to
Europe from his first voyage.

De orbe nous decades. Pietro Martire d’Anghiera.
Alcala: A. Guillelmi, 1516; Thacher Collection
No. 635; E141.A58 1516

Commonly known as Peter Martyr’s Decades,
this is a collection of his letters sent from Spain
to prominent individuals in Italy attesting to the
news of the early Spanish voyages to America,
inéluding those of Columbus and Vespucci. Mar-
tyr continued Columbus’s characterization of the
American Indian peoples as noble savages living
in a paradise without books, laws, and, as he put
it, ”lying judges.” This description, which fol-
lowed his P. Martyris Angli mediolanensis opera,
legatio babylonica, oceani decas . . . (Sevilla, 1511;



E141.A5 1511a Thacher Collection), which con-
tains a map showing the southern tip of Florida,
echoed through many of the other early explo-
ration and discovery accounts. These included
La historia general delas Indias by Gonzalo Fernan-
dez de Oviedo y Valdes (n.p., 1535; E141.092)
and also his Libro XX. De la segunda parte de la
general historia de las Indias (Valladolid, 1535;
E141.0942), José de Acosta’s Historia natural y
moral de las Indias (Seville, 1590; E141.A283), and
André Thevet's Historia dell’India America (Ven-
ice, 1561; E141.T43).

Brevissima relacion de la destruycion de las Indies.
Bartolomé de las Casas. Seville: S. Trugillo, 1552;
F1411.C25

If Peter Martyr described the Indian peoples
of the Indies as living in paradise, Dominican
priest Bartolomé de las Casas described their
rough treatment under Spanish rule as virtually
living in hell. Las Casas recounted for the Span-
ish court the mutilations inflicted by Spaniards
on the American Indians and the fact that dogs
were kept to hunt them down. He personally ex-
pressed his horror to Spain’s King Charles V in
pressing for the passage of the New Laws related
to the treatment of Indian peoples in the Ameri-
cas. His impassioned pleas are landmarks in the
description of European and American Indian
contact, and were heavily used by those opposed
to Spanish successes in the Americas to create
the Black Legend regarding Spain’s legacy there.
Also important is his Aqui se cotiene treynta propo-
siciénes muy juridicas, published in Seville in 1552
(F1411.C24).

La Florida del ynca. Garcilaso de la Vega, el Inca.
Lisbon: P. Crasbeeck, 1605; E125.57G1

Garcilaso de la Vega, the mestizo son of an In-
can princess and a Spanish conquistador in Peru,
wrote an extraordinarily rich book on Hernando
de Soto’s 1539—42 expedition through Spanish
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Florida to East Texas, based on eye-witness ac-
counts. In this work, he praised both Spaniards
and Indian leaders, providing oral record from
both sides; especially noteworthy is the speech of
Florida cacique Acuera to Soto. La Florida del
ynca, completed in 1599, contained one of the
earliest descriptions of multiple Indian cultures
in the southeastern and trans-Mississippi por-
tions of the United States in confrontation with a
sizeable Spanish expeditionary force. Instances
of cooperation with, and opposition to, that force
filled Garcilaso’s writings. This remarkable ac-
count is filled with valuable information on In-
dian land use, inheritance, size of communities,
agricultural production and variety, trading ac-
tivities, intra- and inter-tribal relationships, mili-
tary prowess, and numerous religious and social
practices. In addition to a full record of the Soto
expedition, the author described subsequent
Spanish efforts in Florida, which then included
most of southeastern United States, through the
ill-fated Jesuit mission to Ajacan in the Chesa-
peake Bay area in 1570-71. A French translation,
Histoire de la Floride (Paris: G. Clovzier, 1670;
E125.57 G31), and a twentieth-century English
translation, The Florida of the Inca; a history of the
adelantado, Hernando de Soto, Governor and Captain
General of the kingdom of Florida, and of other heroic
Spanish and Indian cavaliers (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1951; E125.57 G26), are also in the
Library of Congress.

French and English Contact with East
and South Coasts of North America

L’Histoire Notable de la Floride Sitvée en Indes Occi-
dentales. René Goulaine de Laudonniére. Paris:
G. Auvray, 1586; F314.L37

An original non-illustrated edition of Lau-
donniére’s account of his voyages in the early
1560s to Florida and his experiences among the
Timucua during his attempt to establish a Hu-
guenot colony there, this edition also includes

I



EARLY CONTACTS WITH EUROPEANS
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At the time of contact, the region that became the
United States was filled with hundreds of tribes
speaking a multiplicity of languages and dialects
and occupying a range of habitats. One result of
this diversity and fragmentation was the emer-
gence of complicated alliances and antagonisms
among Indians and with Europeans; another was
the dependence of Europeans on the local people
for their very survival. At first, groups usually wel-
comed Europeans and only later resisted them.
While parallel settlements occurred, conflicts
developed as European peoples attempted to
force their cultural practices on existing struc-
tures, disrupting long-established living patterns
and often leaving a legacy of fear and hostility.
Devastating diseases, warfare, and occasionally
enslavement reduced American populations
drastically. Yet, in vast stretches of America, no
European contact occurred until long after the
initial voyages of exploration were completed.
Ultimately, Indian societies endured significant
disruption to customs, practices, and spiritual be-
liefs. But these societies did survive and adapt to
the presence of Europeans in their midst.
Europeans——French, Spanish, Portuguese, and
English—arrived in the sixteenth century sporadi-
cally, in small numbers, and in pursuit of various
objectives. With the exception of fishermen,
whalers, and fur traders, none of the Europeans
found what they sought. There was no passage to
Asia, nor were there great accumulated riches of
gold and silver. Nor did Europeans confront an
untamed wilderness but, in many areas, encoun-
tered densely settled populations who carefully

managed and utilized the land and its plant and
animal life. The Hurons of the Great Lakes region,
among others, lived in semipermanent villages of
800 to 1,600 people. Some of the largest and mil-
itarily strongest groups, such as the Five Nations
of the Iroquois and the Creek, were able to dic-
tate the terms of their relationship with
Europeans.

Spanish forays into the region began early in
the sixteenth century. These expeditions included
those of Hernando de Soto in the Southeast and
Vazquez de Coronado in the Southwest. At that
time, attempts to settle and exploit the Southwest
all but ceased until the end of the century with
the expedition of Juan de Ofate and the arrival of
the Franciscan missionaries. Spanish activity in
Florida resulted in the founding of St. Augustine
in 1565. In the late sixteenth century, the English
under Walter Raleigh attempted unsuccessfully to
found a settlement in the mid-Atlantic region.

With permanent European settlements in the
seventeenth century, relations with the Indian
tribes became uneasy and frequently hostile. The
two worlds—European and Indian—remained for
the most part sharply separated and fundamen-
tally at odds, notwithstanding alliances made for
purposes of trade or war.

AOVOASVYS

WHERE TO LOOK: Material for the era of Euro-
pean exploration can be found in the General
Collections, Rare Book and Special Collections,
Manuscript, Prints and Photographs, and Geogra-
phy and Map Divisions, and the Law Library.
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“Qutina defeats Potanou with the aid of the French,” from Brevis narratio by Theodor de Bry (Frankfurt, 1591). F314.L33
(LC-USZ62-370). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

Chief Outina used the French in his battle against the enemy Potanou in 1564 in Florida. Outina placed the French soldiers
at the front of the attack and in a short time routed Potanou. The French were used in.similar fashion by a number of the in-
dian leaders in Florida as the French desire to reach gold and silver sources required the support of various warring factions
of Florida Indians.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

o { 3)
ERIC 43

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



44

RARE BOOK AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION

an account of Dominique de Gourgues’ 1568 re-
prisal raid on the Spanish in Florida.

La Floride Frangaise, Scenes de la Vie Indienne,
Peintes en 1564. Charles Germain Marie Bourel
de la Ronciére. Paris: Les Editions nationales,
1928; F314.L33

This work reproduces in color Jacques Le
Moyne de Morgues’ original sixteenth-century
drawings and watercolors of American Indian
life in Florida and South Carolina, when Le
Moyne accompanied René de Laudonniére’s ex-
pedition to establish a Huguenot colony.

A briefe and true report of the new found land of Vir-
ginia. Thomas Hariot. Francoforti ad Moenum:
Typis 1. Wecheli, sumtibus vero T. de Bry, 1590;
Rosenwald Collection no. 723; F229.H27 1590

In 1585 Hariot sailed on an exploration with
Sir Walter Raleigh, to what is now known as
North Carolina. Raleigh’s expedition made con-
tact with American Indian peoples throughout
the voyage, and his party explored inland, giv-
ing Europe some of the most detailed accounts of
Indian culture. The artist John White accompa-
nied the explorers and made detailed watercol-
ors of Indian villages and customs. Though first
published in 1588 without illustrations, this 1590
edition contained uncolored engravings based
on White’s observations. Hariot’s account was in-
cluded in a larger effort by Theodor De Bry to
compile sixteenth-century exploration narratives
for the Americas, which he published in Frank-
furt between 1590 and 1634.

A census of the Library’s holdings of De Bry’s
works appears on pages 236—39 in A Catalog of
the Gifts of Lessing J. Rosenwald . . . (Washington,
D.C.: Library of Congress, 1977; Z881.Us 1977).
The catalog describes Rosenwald’s magnificent
collection of illustrated books and manuscripts,
produced between the fifteenth and twentieth
centuries, that was given to the Library for the
most part between 1943 and 1975. Few items
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pertain to Native Americans; his rich group of
De Bry’s works is an exception.

New English Canaan or Newe Canaan. Thomas
Morton. Amsterdam: J. E Stam, 1637; F67.M88
Morton provides a descriptive account of the
Indian peoples of New England, especially in
Massachusetts, at the point of early contact with
the English. He describes the language, religious
beliefs, architecture, and clothing styles of the
people, as well as the geographical setting.

A Briefe Narration of the Originall Undertakings of
the Advancement of Plantations into the Parts of
America. Ferdinando Gorges. London: Printed by
E. Brudenell, for N. Brook, 1658; F7.G66 pt. 2

Gorges, a prominent seventeenth-century En-
glish military figure who never went to America,
sponsored a few unsuccessful attempts to colo-
nize New England. This title, one of a series of
pamphlets called ”“America Painted to Life,” is
the only substantive account of his colonial en-
deavors. His description of New England and its
Indian peoples are secondhand, although he re-
ceived information from three Indians who were
brought to England in 1605.

Histoire de la Louisiane, contenant la découverte de ce
vaste pays; sa description géographique; un voyage
dans les terres; I'histoire naturelle, les moeurs, coi-
tumes & religion des naturels, avec leurs origines;
deux voyages dans le nord du nouveau Mexique, dont
un jusqu'a la Mer du Sud. . . . Antoine Simon Le
Page du Pratz. Paris: De Bure, 1758; F372.Ls4

Le Page du Pratz’s three-volume work con-
tains an extensive account, with illustrations, of
the Natchez people of the Mississippi Valley. The
work is based on his long involvement with the
Natchez, which included day-to-day life, hunt-
ing trips, and occasiondl war parties against
neighboring communities. The work provides
especially rich detail regarding the religion and
the political structure of the Natchez society.



The memoirs of Lieut. Henry Timberlake, (who ac-
companied the three Cherokee Indians to England in
the year 1762) containing whatever he observed
remarkable, or worthy of public notice, during his
travels to and from that nation. Henry Timberlake.
London, 1765; E99.C5 T6

Timberlake’s work provides a description of
the Cherokee nation and culture at the time the
British were seeking alliance with them against
the French in the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury. This work includes a map of the Cherokee
communities along the Tennessee River in the
~ vicinity of Fort Loudoun.

A concise natural history of East and West Florida.
Bernard Romans. New York, 1775; F314.R75
Romans serves as an important source of in-
formation on the Indian peoples of the Gulf
Coast area of the United States, with special ref-
erences to, and descriptions of, the Chickasaw,
Creek, and Choctaw. His account, prepared fol-
lowing the British expansion into Spanish East
and West Florida after the British capture of Ha-
vana during the French and Indian War, was in-
tended for both military and economic purposes.
It speaks frankly about British relations with
various Indian peoples of the southern area.

Spanish Penetration of the Southwest

“Relatione del Reverendo Fra Marco da Nizza”
in Terzo volume delle navigationi nel quale si con-
tengono al mondo nuouo. Giovanni Battista Ramu-
sio. Venetia: Giunti, 1556; G159.R2 vol. 3 1556
While the French and English were primarily
absorbed in exploring the Atlantic coastal area
of North America, the Spanish, in addition to
settlements in Florida, and after conquering
Mexico, undertook a penetration into what is
now the southwestern United States, especially
New Mexico. Fray Marcos, as he is popularly
known, was inspired to make his incursion in
1539 after hearing tales of fabulous cities of gold
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to the north of Mexico. Fray Marcos’s mission
underscores one of the motives of the early Euro-
pean contacts with American Indians, which
was the search for wealth. Fray Marcos found the
Pueblo Indians friendly but lacking the gold he
sought.

Giovanni Battista Ramusio, who compiled
Navigatione et viaggi, issued in three volumes in
Venice between 1550 and 1556, was one of the
most important publishers of accounts of voy-
ages and explorations to America (along with
the Englishman Richard Hakluyt). In addition to
Fray Marcos’s account in this volume, the ac-
counts—some with illustrations—of the expedi-
tions of Alvar Niifiez Cabeza de Vaca, Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado, Giovanni da Verrazzano,
and Jacques Cartier appear.

Noticias de la Nueva California. Francisco Palou.
4 vols. San Francisco: E. Bosqui, 1874; F864.P2

A native of Spain, Father Francisco Palou ar-
rived in Mexico in 1749 with fellow Franciscan
Junipero Serra. Two decades later, Palou was
president of the missions in what was then called
Old California, now Baja California, and Serra
was missions president of New California, with
his base in Monterey. Later, Palou directed the
missions in New California and recorded his
observations of mission life and individual
missions, around which were gathered many
American Indian communities. In general, Pa-
lou writes of a peaceful coexistence between
the Spanish missionaries and those California
Indians who converted to Catholicism.

SPANISH-AMERICAN IMPRINT COLLECTION

Palou’s Noticigs is part of the Division’s general
collection, but the researcher should also consult
the Spanish-American Imprint Collection in the
Division, which contains many works relating
to New Spain, including Miguel Venegas's El
apostol Mariano representado en la vida del V.P.
Juan Maria de Salvatierra, de Compania de Jesus,
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Religious conversion of Indian people was an ad-
junct to the expansion of empire and trade of sev-
eral of the colonizing European nations. Usually,
a desire to convert native peoples to Christianity
was accompanied by attempts to convert them to
European ways of life and ally them politically
against other competing European nations. Indian
groups that chose to accept missions did so with
varying degrees of enthusiasm, but seem to have
viewed them as both a means to extend their spir-
ituality and to accommodate cultural differences
between them and the new Americans. Often,
however, missions and the competing Christian
sects presented confusing and divisive choices for
tribes and opened a wedge for further inroads by
non-Indians.

Spain relied on missions in California, the
Southeast and the Southwest, along with civilian
and military settlements, to expand territory and
to curb the advances of other nations. Similarly,
New France sought to convert Indian tribes to
Catholicism and French civilization through the
Capuchins and Jesuits, who were particularly ac-

tive in the areas along the present U.S./Canadian
border. The Jesuits, especially, compiled extensive
records of their efforts.

One of the Puritans’ stated purposes in settling
New England was conversion of its native people
to Christianity, but the practice was somewhat
limited. Massachusetts and Rhode Island estab-
lished a few missions in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, but Indian-colonial wars
and waves of European immigrants with more
secular interests lessened missionary fervor.

Missionary efforts continued, however, by
Catholics and various Protestant sects, throughout
the country into the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. And mission records comprise rich
sources for study relating to North American
Indian culture.

AOVOAOVYS

WHERE TO LOOK: The General Collections
and almost every specialized division of the
Library, particularly the Manuscript and Prints
and Photographs Divisions.

Feast day at San Estevan del Rey Mission, Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico. Photographed by Charles F. Lummis, ¢.1890. LOT

2840 (LC-USZ62-29347). Prints and Photographs Division.

The church in the background of Lummis’s photograph was built under Franciscan direction in the mid-seventeenth century.
After Franciscans gave up residence a century later, tribal clan and religious leaders assumed its management. The mission
had become sacred to the Acoma, as had their pre-Christian religious kivas, and the church was similarly protected from
public view on occasions. In this scene, a statue of a saint is carried in a procession from the church to the site of feast day

dances.
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fervoroso missionero en la provincia de Nueva-
Espana, y conquistado apostolico de las Californias
{Mexico: Maria de Ribera, 1754; F864.518) and
Relacion histérica de la vida y apostdlicas tareas del
venerable padre fray Junipero Serra, y de las misiones
que fundé en la California Septentrional, y nuevos
establecimientos de Monterey (Mexico: Felipe de
Zuniga y Ontiveros, 1787; F864.548). There is a
card index in the Rare Book Reading Room to the
Spanish-American Imprint Collection. The en-
tries are arranged by date, printer, and place of
publication.

French Contacts in the Upper Midwest

Nouvelle découverte d’un trés grand pays situé dans
I'Amérique, entre le Nouveau Mexique, et la Mer
Glaciale, avec les cartes, & les figures nécessaires, &
de plus I'histoire naturelle & morale, & les avantages
qu'on en peut tirer par l'establissem.des.colon . . .
Louis Hennepin. Amsterdam: Chez A. van
Someren, 1698; F352.H61

Hennepin travelled extensively in the Illinois
and Mississippi River sections of the upper mid-
western part of the United States. He describes
through words, images, and maps the variety of
Indian societies in the region, reflecting on the
multiplicity of languages in use.

Nouveaux voyages de Mr. le baron de Lahontan,
dans I’ Amérique Septentrionale, qui contiennent une
relation des différents peuples qui y habitent; la na-
ture de leur gouvernement; leur commerce, leurs
colltumes, leur religion, & leur maniére de faire la
guerre. Louis Armand de Lom d’Arce, baron de
Lahontan. La Haye: Chez les fréres 1'Honore,
1703—-04; F1030.L152

Lahontan’s famous account about the Indian
peoples of the St. Lawrence and the eastern
Great Lakes region is filled with a rich variety of
materials on various Indian groups, their prac-
tices, languages, and arts of war. This work con-
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tains some of the earliest illustrations of the
articles used by Algonquian, Huron, and Iro-
quois peoples to hunt, to fight, and to travel. A
special section of the work, ”Petit dictionaire
de la langue des sauvages Iroquois,” is com-
plemented by additional glossaries of French-
Algonquian and French-Huron words. A graphic
description of a battle, in the same form as the
midwestern winter counts, is found herein. The
book contains numerous maps of the area cov-
ered by his account. :

Two additional works related to the French in
Canada and the northern part of the United
States include Gabriel Sagard’s Dictionaire de la
langue huronne nécessaire i ceux que n'ont U'intelli-
gence d’icelle (Paris: Chez Denys Moreau, 1632;
F1030.513) and Joseph Frangois Lafitau’s Moeurs
des sauvages amériquains, comparées aux moeurs
des premiers temps (Paris: Saugrain 1’ainé, 1724;
E58.L16). Lafitau’s work is especially useful for
the study of American Indians, containing rich
illustrations of customs and practices.

Histoire de I’Amérique Septentrionale . . . Claude
Charles Le Roy Bacqueville de la Potherie. 4 vols.
Paris: J.-L. Nion et F. Didot, 1722; F1030.B11
Bacqueville, comptroller-general of the ma-
rines and fortifications in Canada for a brief
period in the late 1690s, recounts his experiences
and those of his contemporaries and predeces-
sors, including Nicolas Perrot and Louis Fron-
tenac. There is considerable discussion of groups
such as the Iroquois, Abenaki, Huron, Ottawa,
Illinois, Potawatomi, and Sac and Fox. Several in-
teresting illustrations appear. An English trans-
lation and condensed version of both Perrot's
and Bacqueville’s accounts appear in The Indian
Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and Region of
the Great Lakes . . . , edited by Emma Helen Blair
(Cleveland: Arthur H. Clark, 1911; E78.N8 B63)

JESUIT RELATIONS

The division possesses a comprehensive collec-
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tion of original editions and reprints of what is
known as the Jesuit Relations. These include
works of Paul Le Jeune, Jacques Gravier, Jérome
Lallemant, Jean de Quen, and Paul Ragueneau.
These accounts were the equivalent of annual re-
ports to superiors in France about Jesuit efforts
to convert the Indian people in Canada, the up-
per Midwest, and the lower Mississippi Valley
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
The most convenient way to identify these items
in the Rare Book Reading Room is under the
subject heading “Jesuits. Letters from Missions
(North America).”

Two distinctive series of publications are
found within this large body of materials. One
numbered series includes primarily original sev-
enteenth- and eighteenth-century Paris imprints
appearing in the Rare Book collection under the
classification F1030.7.Z632 (a total of forty-one
works). Another numbered series appears as
nineteenth-century reprints of original works
prepared under the direction of John Dawson
Gilmary Shea, who was a major compiler of in-
formation on the Catholic Church in the United
States and Canada. Some twenty-six facsimiles
of original works appeared between 1850 and
the 1880s in Shea’s Cramoisy Press Series
(F1030.7.C57). The Cramoisy Press (Paris) had
been a seventeenth- and eighteenth-century pub-
lisher of Jesuit Relations.

Separate from these series but of major impor-
tance for the documentation of Jesuit descrip-
tions of American Indian peoples are the works
of Father Pierre Jean de Smet, including his Voy-
ages aux montagnes Rocheuses, et une année de
séjour chez les tribus indiennes du vaste territoire
de I'Oregon . . . (Malines: P. ]. Hanicq, 1844;
F592.5633), New Indian sketches (New York: D. &
]. Sadlier,..1863; E77.564 1863), and Missien van
dem Oregon en reizen naer de Rotsbergen en de
bronnen der Colombia (Gent: Schelden, 1849;
F880.5635). In these books he provides early
descriptions of the Salish and Siksika (Blackfeet),
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including a Salish catechism and a Kootenai
glossary.

Contacts on Northwest Coast
and California

Geschichte der reisen, die seit Cook an der Nord-
west . . . Bdited and compiled by Georg Forster.
Berlin: Voss, 1791; F851.5.F73 1791

This three-volume illustrated work con-
tains late eighteenth-century descriptions of the
Northwest Coast and its people by explorer-
adventurers George Dixon, John Meares, Na-
thaniel Portlock, and fur trader John Long.
English language accounts of these encounters
are available in other editions in the Rare Book
collection and in the General Collections.

Noticias de la provincia de Californias en tres cartas
de un sacerdote religioso, hijo del Real convento de
predicadores de Valencia a un amigo suyo. Luis
Sales. Valencia: Los hermanos de Orga, 1794;
F864.516

Father Sales provided a description of the
character and the religion of the Indian peoples
of both Baja and Upper California, including ref-
erences to the peoples of San Diego, Monterey,
and the Northwest Coast near Nutka.

Voyage pittoresque autour du monde, avec des por-
traits de sauvages d’Amérique, d’Asie, d’ Afrique, et
des iles du Gran ocean. Louis Choris. Paris: Firmin
Didot, 1822; G420.K84 Cs

This work, dedicated to the Emperor of Rus-
sia, provides a description of the tribes and
places encountered during the Russians’ second
voyage around the world. Of particular signi-
ficance are the descriptions of the Indian groups
of California (in the San Francisco Bay area), the
Aleutians, and the peoples of the Bering Strait
region. This illustrated compilation contains nu-
merous images of the people, dances, arms and
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utensils, boats, artifacts, and transcribed music
of each of the three groups.

Captivity Narratives

If earlier descriptions of American Indians por-
trayed them as peaceful and living in an idyllic
state, another picture emerged as the British be-
gan to occupy Indian lands and met resistance.
Indian peoples were described as vicious sav-
ages, especially in the genre known as captivity
narratives.

The Soveraignty and Goodness of God, Together with
the Faithfulness of His Promises Displayed: Being
a Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration of
Mrs. Mary Rowlandson. Mary Rowlandson. Bos-
ton: T. Fleet, 1720; E87.R862

Mary Rowlandson’s is one of the best known
examples of this genre. She describes her capture
by a band of Indian peoples after a frontier skir-
mish and what she terms her enslavement. She
pictures the Indian peoples in her book as war-
like and nomadic, mocking the European set-
tlers. The captivity narrative was an influential
force in the creation of American Indian images,
and there are many examples from the seven-
teenth- through the late nineteenth-century, as
primarily English settlers pushed westward
from the Atlantic Coast. Many accounts, such as
Rowlandson’s book first printed in 1685, had en-
during readership; an edition issued as late as
1930 is in the Rare Book collection.

Those captivity narratives printed before 1800
in what is now the United States are generally
housed in the division’s pre-1800 Collection, one
of the largest collections of this sort of material in
the country. After 1800, they are generally found
in the division’s general book collection and can
be located by searching under the subject head-
ing “Indians of North America—Captivity Nar-
ratives.” One particularly descriptive title pub-
lished in Providence, Rhode Island in 1815 gives

an excellent sense of the captivities themes: An
Affecting Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings
of Mrs. Mary Smith, Who, with Her Husband and
Three Daughters Were Taken Prisoners by the Indi-
ans, in August Last and after Enduring the Most
Cruel Hardships and Torture of Mind by the Indians
for Sixty Days (in which time She Witnessed the
Tragical Death of her Husband and Helpless Chil-
dren) Was Fortunately Rescued from the Merciless
Hands of the Savages by a Detached Party from the
Army of the Brave General Jackson Now Command-
ing at New Orleans (Providence, 1815; E87.5663
1815a).

Government Documents:
Franklin treaties

Some of the most important sources for under-
standing American Indian culture and history
are government documents of all types, since the
United States government has been the principal
institution to deal formally with Native Ameri-
cans. Government documents, however, are not
collected in one place in the Library of Congress.
For example, the Benjamin Franklin Collection,
purchased by the U.S. government in 1882, con-
sists of the books and manuscripts carried to
England by William Temple Franklin, Benjamin’s
grandson, in order to write a biography of his
grandfather. The books became part of the Rare
Book and Special Collections Division’s holdings
and the manuscripts are located in the Library’s
Manuscript Division.

An Account of the Treaty Held at the City of Albany.
Philadelphia: Printed by Benjamin Franklin,
1746; Egg.17.P4

This example of one of the many treaties be-
tween the government and various Indian tribes
is from the division’s outstanding Franklin col-
lection. In it, representatives from Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and New York
inform the Iroquois of the hostilities between the



English and the French at the start of King
George’s War. The Iroquois promised the English
that they would not allow any of the Indians al-
lied with the French to cross their land, and the
British colonists promised protection from the
French. Often in these treaties, American Indian
peoples are reported to speak in a stilted and
romanticized way that many historians believe
to be more the product of the English reporter
on the scene than a true depiction of Indian
manners and pattern of speech.

The Franklin treaties are gathered together
and reprinted with an introduction by Carl Van
Doren and notes by Julian P. Boyd in Indian
Treaties Printed by Benjamin Franklin, 1736—1762
(Philadelphia: The Pennsylvania Historical Soci-
ety, 1938; Egs5.164). References to other treaties,
regardless of printer, can be found in the divi-
sion’s card catalog under the heading “Indians of
North America—Treaties.” The same heading
can be used to search the computer catalog for
any treaties added to the division after its card
catalog was closed in 1990.

Bible Collection

Within this collection are American Indian lan-
guage prayer books, hymnals, and bibles, in-
cluding an original edition of the first Indian
Bible, colonial missionary John Eliot’s translation
into the Massachuset language.

The . .. Holy Bible . . . Containing the . . . Old Testa-
ment . . . and the New Translated into the . . . Indian
Language. Cambridge: Samuel Green and Mar-
maduke Johnson, 1663; BS345.A2E4 1663

This bible, commonly referred to as the Eliot
Indian Bible, was the first complete bible pub-
lished in what is now the United States. It was a
remarkable feat. Only primitive conditions for
printing English language texts existed in seven-
teenth-century Massachusetts. Not only did the
Puritans have to develop a written language for
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the Massachuset Indians but they also had to cre-
ate the individual type fonts to print it. The Eliot
Indian Bible is housed in the divisions large
Bible Collection in which are found many other
later Indian bibles, including those in Iroquois
and Cherokee. A later edition, Mamusse . . . Wun-
neetupanatamwe . . . Up-Biblum God ; ; ; Naneeswe
. .. Nukkone Testament (Cambridge: Printeeuoop
Nashpe Samuel Green, 1685; BS345.A2E4 1685),
is also in the collection.

Cherokee Gospel Tidings. Goingsnake, Indian Ter-
ritory: Presbyterian Mission Press, 1898-1902;
E99.C5 C404

A Cherokee language religious periodical,
with some sections in English, for which the
division has issues covering 1898 to 1902. The
Cherokee were the first Native Americans to
have their own alphabet and writing system, in-
vented by Sequoyah in the nineteenth century.
This rare periodical, printed in the Cherokee
syllabary, was meant to be used during Sunday
services.

Indian Portfolios:
Prints and Photographs

The lithographic revolution of the 1830s and
1840s allowed the widespread dissemination of
pictures to all classes of society. Public interest
in the West was answered by entrepreneurs
involved in Indian administration, such as
Thomas L. McKenney, and by expeditionary
artists who recorded and interpreted what they
saw in precise illustrations to accompany factual
descriptions. Between 1843 and 1863 the federal
government alone published almost thirty dif-
ferent illustrated survey reports of the trans-
Mississippi West (see the Law Library and Prints
and Photographs sections also). Most of these
pictures are suffused with the lessons and at-
titudes of European Romanticism and to a
greater or lesser degree reveal the changing
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Anglo-European attitudes toward American In-
dians: from exotic specimens to “savages” to
“uncivilized” enemies, to remnants of a doomed
and disappearing race. These monumental docu-
ments of United States Indian life, treasures in
most cases, were part of a general treatment of
Indian societies in the Americas, produced by
such individuals as Alexander Freiherr von
Humboldt in South America and Mesoamerica,
Jean Baptiste Debret in Brazil, and John Lloyd
Stephens and Frederick Catherwood in the
Yucatan.

History of the Indian Tribes of North America.
Thomas L. McKenney and James Hall. Philadel-
phia: E. C. Biddle, 1836-44; E77.M13

An original edition of McKenney and Hall’s
compilation of biographies and hand-colored en-
gravings of portraits of Indian individuals by
early painters, such as Charles Bird King and
James Otto Lewis, this work is one of the few
sources for color likenesses of prominent Indian
leaders from east of the Mississippi River.
Thomas L. McKenney amassed many Indian ar-
tifacts and portraits as superintendent of Indian
affairs, particularly the more than one hundred
portraits in his Indian Gallery, which he began in
1821. McKenney was dismissed from his govern-
ment position by Andrew Jackson’s administra-
tion in 1830.

Reise in das innere Nord-America in den Jahren 1832
bis 1834. Prince Maximillian Alexander Philipp
von Wied-Neuwied. 2 vols., and atlas. Coblenz,
1839—41; E165.W64

Prince von Wied-Neuwied’s book, which was
translated into English as Travels in the Interior of
North America (London, 1843; E165.W65), is one
of the most magnificent works produced about
the U.S. Midwest and its Indian inhabitants be-
fore the Civil War. Von Wied-Neuwied brought
with him on his travels up the Missouri River a

Swiss artist named Karl Bodmer. The eighty-one
hand-colored copperplate engravings in this
book are based on Bodmer’s delicate watercolors
of the Midwestern and Western landscape and
Indian life, the first truly accurate depictions of
American Indians to reach the general public.
Bodmer was the most accomplished artist to
paint Plains Indians and his contemporaries at-
tested to his strict attention to detail.

The French edition of the work, Voyage dans
Vintérieur de I'’Amérique du Nord, executé pendant
les années 1832, 1833 et 1834 . .. (Paris: A. Bertrand,
1840-43; E165.W66 Copy 3 Atlas), is one of the
few completely colored aquatint reproductions
of eighty-one of artist Karl Bodmer’s lustrous
paintings of the West, including scenes and
portraits of the Arikara, Assiniboine, Blackfeet,
Hidatsa, Mandan, and Sioux.

North American Indian Portfolio. George Catlin.
London, 1844; NE2527.C4 1844

An original edition of hand-colored litho-
graphs of Catlin’s paintings of Plains Indians and
their culture in the 1830s. Catlin’s work, and that
of his contemporary Karl Bodmer (see above),
provided the first portfolios of images of western
American Indians in their own setting.

If the authors of some works, represented
by Mary Rowlandson’s captivity narrative de-
scribed above, saw American Indians as savages,
others, such as George Catlin, went to another
extreme. Catlin was a moderately successful por-
trait painter on the East Coast of the United States
who, according to his own story, when he saw a
group of American Indians who had travelled
from the West, was taken with the idea of
becoming their pictorial biographer and spent
most of his life journeying from the upper to the
lower Plains painting scenes of Indian life. He
later took his paintings and the artifacts that he
had collected to London where he exhibited
them and had this book made, copying some of
the paintings.



The North American Indian Portfolio, though
highly romanticized and not artistically distin-
guished, nevertheless depicts many scenes, oth-
erwise unknown pictorially from contemporary
sources, of such activities as “Indian Ball Play,”
which resembled modern-day lacrosse, the Buf-
falo Dance, and hunting activities. Catlin be-
lieved the American Indian way of life was being
destroyed by encroaching European settlements
and that the closer the Indian peoples were to
East Coast civilization the more they were cor-
rupted. Indeed, historians and anthropologists
have long considered his prints to be useful
sources.

The division has a fine group of material relat-
ing to Catlin, including the page proofs for his
The Manners, Customs, and Condition of the North
American Indians (London, 1841; E77 .C377), his
Nord-Amerikas Indianer och de, under ett attaa-
right vistande bland de vildaste af deras stammar
(Stockholm, 1848; E77.C3818 1848)), which is a
Swedish edition of his The Manners but illus-
trated with miniature reproductions of the hand-
colored images in the large Portfolio of the North
American Indian rather than with the simple line
sketches found in the American and English edi-
tions; a salesman'’s sample for a quarto edition of
the large oversized folio Portfolio of the North
American Indian, and ephemera in the Broadside
Collection relating to the sale of his books and
his exhibits of Indian artifacts in London.

The North American Indian. Edward S. Curtis.
20 vols. and 20 portfolios of photogravures.
Seattle and Cambridge, Mass.: E. S. Curtis, 1907~
30; E77.Co7

Edward Curtis’s photographs provide a ro-
mantic and sometimes staged view of American
Indians. He found many parallels between him-
self and George Catlin and wanted to create a de-
scription in photographs of what he considered
to be a vanishing people and its way of life.
The division has one of the 500 original twenty-
Q
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volume published sets, with twenty large portfo-
lios, of Curtis’s photogravure prints produced
during his nearly three-decade effort to record
native life, particularly in the Plains, Southwest,
California, and Northwest, a venture that was
financed by J. Pierpont Morgan.

Originally a society photographer, as Catlin
was initially a painter of East Coast society, Cur-
tis produced photographs in a soft-focused sepia
tone that self-consciously sought a spiritual look,
bordering on mysticism.

Nineteenth-Century Exploration
and Travel in the American West:
Documentary, Popular, and
Fictional Accounts

Wagner-Camp Collection

The Wagner-Camp Collection is named for
Henry R. Wagner and Charles L. Camp’s bibliog-
raphy The Plains and the Rockies (San Francisco,
1921; Z1251.W5 W2 1921), which was revised in
1982 for a fourth edition by Robert H. Becker, a
copy of which is in the division’s reading room
(1251.W5 W2 1982). The Plains and the Rockies is,
by its own description, an annotated “bibliogra-
phy of exploration, adventure and travel in the
American West” consisting of 429 titles. The ear-
liest entry was printed in 1801 and the latest was
first issued in 1865, though later editions of some
of these books were produced after this date. It is
impossible to characterize these books in a gen-
eral way except to say that they are the classic
works describing the westward movement by
those who participated. They tell the story of the
first fledgling moves toward the Mississippi, to
the spread of U.S. settlers across the Plains, to the
treks up the Oregon Trail and down the Santa Fe
Trail.

Such classic Western books as Josiah Gregg’s
Commerce of the Prairies (New York, 1844; F800.G8),
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Zenas Leonard’s Narrative of the Adventures of
Zenas Leonard . . . Who Spent Five Years in Trap-
ping for Furs, Trading with the Indians (Clearfield,
Pa., 1839; F592.136 1839), Alonzo Delano’s Life
on the Plains and Among the Diggings, Being Scenes
and Adventures of an Ouverland Journey to Califor-
nia: With . . . Mistakes and Sufferings of the Emi-
grants, the Indian Tribes, the Present and Future
of the Great West (Auburn, Buffalo, 1854; Fs593.
D33) and Francis Parkman’s The California and
Oregon Trail (New York, 1849; F592.P24) are in-
cluded. As might be expected, many of the de-
pictions of Indian peoples are negative because
they resisted the occupation of their lands. How-
ever, accounts compiled by the exploring expe-
ditions sponsored by the government to study
the West or to plan a railroad route across the
continent contain rich materials.

Ethnologists and artists often accompanied
such expeditions and their observations pro-
vided much of what is known about contempo-
rary Indian societies. Such reports as Amiel
Whipple’s and Joseph Ives’ in Reports of Explo-
rations and Surveys . . . for a Railroad Route from the
Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean (Washington,
D.C., 1855-60; F593.Us8) are rich in information
and extremely important in influencing legisla-
tors in Congress, who were destined to play a
crucial role in the history of American Indian
people.

The Dime Novel Collection

Approximately 35,000 items comprise this collec-
tion of the popular pulp fiction of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Dime novels rose
to prominence in the publishing industry after
the U.S. Civil War (1861-65) and are so named
because of their price, although many were sold
for a little more as the century wore on. They
were widely distributed, sold in railway stations
and cars, newsstands, and other popular gather-
ing places. Always highlighting sensationalism,

N
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an action-packed plot, simple characterization,
and an uncomplicated narrative, dime novels
quickly became very important for helping to
shape the country’s perception of itself. Many
titles are also useful for a study of the literary
portrayal of American Indians, portrayals that
undoubtedly helped form popular impressions.

The cover art on some of these novels is in it-
self revealing. It often depicts frontiersmen and
American Indians locked in mortal combat, with
the pages of the text always revealing that the In-
dian lost the fight. The titles of some of the books
give a fair indication of the typical contents:
Hunters and Redskins, The Shawnee Witch, Panther
Jack, and Malaeska, the Indian Wife. While there is
no subject guide to this fiction, bibliographies
and series guides can help to identify genres that
may be fruitful. Reference staff can also offer in-
formed guidance.

Twentieth-Century Decorative Arts

With the turn of the twentieth century, a small
group of Californians became fascinated with
Pueblo Indian arts and actively collected the
beautiful blankets, pots, and baskets of the New
Mexican pueblos. The group’s interest sparked a
worldwide movement that valued the grace and
originality of Indian design of all kinds. During
the early years, especially, a number of books
about the artifacts and designs were published
in limited editions, many of which had original
photographs tipped into their pages in order to
more accurately portray the elegant objects. Be-
cause of their rarity and fragility many of these
books are housed in the division.

American Indian Designs. Philadelphia: H. C.
Perleberg, 1925-30; E98.A7W5

This two-volume work, called separately “Se-
ries one” and “Series two,” contains seventy-two
plates with over four hundred New Mexican In-
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dian designs from prehistoric to modern times.
Indian peoples included are the Laguna, Zuni,
Cochiti, Mimbres, Casas Grandes, San Ildefonso,
Acoma, Santo Domingo, Jemez, and Tewa. Ex-
planatory texts accompany the designs.

Kiowa Indian Art: Watercolor Paintings in Color
by the Indians of Oklahoma. Compiled by Oscar
Brousee Jacobson. Nice: C. Szwedicki, c1929;
Eg8.A7]17

This compilation contains thirty mounted
watercolors of Indian portraits and ceremonial
representations by Monroe Tsa-to-ke, Steve
Mopope, Jack Hokeah, Spencer Asah, and Bou-
ge-tah-smokey.

Pueblo Indian Painting: 50 Reproductions of Water-
color Paintings by Indian Artists of the New Mexi-
can Pueblos of San Ildefonso and Sia. Nice: C.
Szwedicki, c1932; E98.A7P88

A treasury of ceremonial and religious art by
Velino Herrera, Julian Martinez, Miguel Mar-
tinez, Richard Martinez, Encarnacién Pena, Al-
fonso Roybal, Louis Roybal, Abel Sanchez, Awa
Tsireh, and Romando Vigil is found in this work.
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Decorative Art of the Southwestern Indians. Com-
piled by Dorothy Smith Sides. Santa Ana, Calif.:
Fine Arts Press, 1936; Eg8.A7553

This work contains fifty color plates of pot-
tery, basket, and textile designs. Tribes and
pueblos represented are the Acoma, Apache,
Chemehuevi, Cochiti, Hopi, Laguna, Maricopa,
Mimbres, Mohave, Navajo, Papago, Pima, San
Ildefonso, Sia, and Zuni.

Pueblo Indians of New Mexico as They Are Today:
Twenty Photographs in Color by David Hare. New
York, 1941; Eg9.PgH25

This is a collection of twenty 8" x 10" portraits
in color taken at fifteen pueblos.

A Book of Plains Indians. By Leonard Baskin and
Fritz Scholder. Northampton, Mass.: Gehenna
Press, 1994; E77.5.536 1994

A book containing fourteen monotype illus-
trations with accompanying text of the Sioux,
Cheyenne, and Crow Indian peoples by the com-
bined creative talents of Leonard Baskin and
Fritz Scholder. Scholder is considered to be a
leading American Indian painter. This publica-
tion is limited to twenty-six copies.
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“Their manner of fishing in Virginia” from A briefe and true report of the new found land of Virginia by
Thomas Hariot (Frankfort, 1590). F229.H27 1590 Rosenwald (RBSC neg. 454 and LC-USZC4-4805, color,
LC-USZ62-576, black and white). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

Thomas Hariot and artist John White, members of the English Roanoke Island settlement in 1585-86, made
detailed and admiring reports on American Indian methods of agriculture and food preparation and use. Ac-
cording to Hariot, the Indian peoples “have likewise a notable way to catche fishe in their Rivers. For whear
as they lacke both yron and steele, they faste unto their Reedes or longe Rodds, the hollowe tayle of a cer-
tain fishe like to a sea crabbe in steede of a poynte, wehr with by nighte or day they stricke fishes, and take
them opp into their boates.” '
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“Insula hyspana” from De insulis in mari Indico nuper in-
ventis by Christopher Columbus in Historia Baetica by
Carlo Verardi (Basel, 1494). Incun 1494 .V47 Voll H15942
(LC-USZC4-4806). Rare Book and Special Collections
Division.

In his pursuit of recognition and fame, Christopher Colum-
bus had published, in Latin, a letter to the world at large
concerning his “recently found islands.” This earliest
printed record of America contained the first use of the
term Indian to name the peoples of America. This edition
included curious illustrations depicting the peoples and the
places he had encountered on his first voyage. All of the il-
lustrations evolved from the imagination of the publisher.

“Timucua Dugouts and typical houses,” color facsimile of
engraving from La Floride Frangaise: Scénes de la vie in-
dienne peintes en 1564 by Theodor de 8ry and Charles
de 1a Ronciere (Paris, 1928). F314.L33 (LC-USZC4-4807,
color; LC-USZ62-31870, black and white). Rare Book and
Special Collections Division. :

The image of a Timucua dugout canoe and a dwelling,
drawn in 1564 by Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues from ob-
servation, shows a party of Indians bringing in a harvest for
storage. Le Moyne said that “there are in that region a great
many islands, producing abundance of various kinds of
fruits, which they gather twice a year, and carry home in
canoes, and store up in roomy low granaries built of stones
and earth, and roofed thickly with palm-branches and a
kind of soft earth fit for the purpose.”
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“Virginia” from The generall Historie of Virginia, New-England, and the Summer Isles; with the names of the adventurers,

planters, and governours from their first beginning, ano: 1584 to this present 1624 by John Smith (London, 1624). F229.561
i (LC-USZ62-116706). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

John Smith’s map of Virginia provides information on substantial areas that were not visited by the English. The data were

provided by the skilled cartographers of Powhatan who described streams, communities, and natural features to the English
expedition. The scene at top left shows the leader Powhatan in council.
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“ “The defeat of the Pequot Indians in Connecticut in 1637. The figure of the Indians’ fort or Palizado in New England And the

maner of the destroying It by Captayne Underhill And Captayne Mason” from Newes from America by John Underhill (Lon-
don, 1638). E83.63.U55 (LC-USZ62-32055). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

landed in the Connecticut River Valley, the two groups lived in peace. But, as colonists moved farther into Pequot lands,
war broke out. In 1637, colonists and their Mohegan and Narragansett allies, under John Mason, attacked the main Pequot
village at night. Several hundred defenders, including women and children, were burned alive. By the end of the Pequot

l1 The Pequots were a dominant Indian tribe in seventeenth-century New England. For several years after English settlers
I Wa, the tribe was virtually wiped out.
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§ “Raquetes” (Snow Shoes) from Nouveaux voyages . . .
[Zome prrem =227 -7 - by Baron de Lahontan (LaHaye, 1703). F1030.L152

Ve (LC-USZ62-115626). Rare Book and Special Collections
i Division.

Comparing Indian snowshoes to European tennis rackets,
Lahontan observed, "By the help of this Contrivance they
walk faster upon the Snow, than one can do with Shoes
upon a beaten path . . . [without them it would be] impos-
sible not only to hunt and range the Woods, but even to go
to Church.”

e transport du Grand Soleil” from Histoire de Ia
Louisiane by Antoine S. Le Page du Pratz (Paris, 1758).
F372.154 (LC-USZ62-115625). Rare Book and Special
Collections Division.

According to Le FPage du Pratz, the Natchez lived under a
theocracy where the state, the people, and their resources
were devoted to the religious establishment. The head of
the state was the Sun. By worshipping the human Sun, they
also worshipped the true Sun. They built high mounds on
which they erected temples so that the earthly Sun could
converse with his elder brother, the heavenly Sun.

le lransport diw Grand, Soled
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“Topographical plan of indian country from Smith’s account of the E)épedition Against the Ohio Indians” by Thomas
Hutchins from An historical account of the expedition against the Ohio Indians, in the year 1764 by William Smith
(Philadelphia, 1765). E83.76.565 (LC-USZC4-4809). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

Cartographer Thomas Hutchins accompanied British Colonel Henry Bouquet on an expedition to relieve Fort Pitt from a
' siege by tribes involved in Ottawa Chief Pontiac’s rebellion against incursions into the Ohio area. Tactical graphics such as
this usually accompanied narratives of British campaigns.
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[Deer hunting], engraving from Les Voyages du Sieur de Champlain by Samuel de Champlain (Paris, 1613). F1030.1.C446
.R3 (LC-USZ62-116707), Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

It was not always individual stealth that provided food for indian stomachs. This illustration from Champlain’s travels in the
Northeast renders a method of capturing large amounts of game for the kill. Similar practices were observed in other parts
of the country, where fire may have been part of the driving force. In the West, bison were sometimes herded over cliffs.
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[Indian sugar camp, showing sap collection from maple trees] from The American aboriginal portfolio by Mary Henderson
Eastman (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1853). E77.E125 (RBSC neg. 2672, also LC-USZ62-115628). Rare Book
and Special Collections Division. .

In her book, Dahcotah; or, life and legends of the Sioux around Fort Snelling (New York, 1849), Mary Henderson Eastman, .
wife of artist and army officer Seth Eastman, observed the sugar extraction processes. “After the scalp-dance had been per-
formed long enough, the Dahcotahs turned their attention to making sugar. Many groves of sugar trees were in sight of their
village, and on this occasion the generous sap rewarded their labors . . . when the medicine men announced that they must
keep the sugar-feast, all left their occupation, anxious to celebrate it . . . they were all occupied with the construction of
their summer wigwams, which are made of the bark of trees, which must be peeled off in the spring.”
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“Ball-play,” color lithograph from North American Indian Portfolio by George Catlin (London, 1844). NE2527.C4 1844
(LC-USZC4-4810). Rare Book and Special Collections Division. '

Catlin attempted to chronicle the indian people of America and their lifeways in his North American Indian Portfolio. This
view depicts Choctaws near Fort Gibson, Oklahoma, to which they had been forced from their lands in Alabama and Mis-
sissippi. The ability of the people to preserve in their new home such customs as their ball-play is the underlying message of
Catlin. In the game—the forerunner of lacrosse—players attempted to throw or carry a ball between goal posts, cradling the
ball in webbed rackets while running or passing it to teammates. J
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“Dog sledges of the Mandan Indians,” aquatint by Karl Bodmer from Reise in das innere Nord-America in den Jahren 1832
‘ bis 1834 by Prince Maximilien Alexander Philipp von Wied-Neuwied (Coblenz, 1839-41). E165.W64 (RBSC neg. 1494A
' and LC-USZC4-4811). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

Dogs were used by various Indian peoples in America for numerous functions. For the Dakota, the dog was used for hunt-
ing, dragging the travois, or as a packer. Among the village tribes, the dog was used for pulling the sled, for hunting, and for
food during famine and for special ceremonies, and as a pack animal and guard dog. Bodmer's illustration, made in 1834,
shows two dogs dragging a toboggan of the Mandan Indians along the frozen Missouri River.
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,‘{ TWO YOUNG LADIES TAKEN PRISONERS BY THE SAVAGES
) —
W

The preseot year (1832) will be long remembered as a ycar of much human dis-
tress, and a peculinrly unfortunato one for the American nation ; for while many
of her most populous cities have been visited by that dreadful discase, the Caors
EDa, and to which great numbers have fallen victins, the merciless Savaces have
been s industriously and fatally engnged in the work of human butchery, on the
western frontiers ; where, while inany have faflen victims to the bloody tomahawk,
others have been conveyed away into captivity, to endure more protructed tortures
of mind, as the following instances fully provc.--.

JUST PUBLISHED,
An Interesting Narrative of the Captivity of

MISSES FRANCIS AND JLITIR.I HALL.

Two respeetable young females (sisters) of the nges of 14 and I.S,~

taken pri by the Sarsges ot & Froaticr Setticment, near todian Creek, is May lasl, when ffiesn of the
Fho wers ‘.Ltm wu-{ barbarowly murdered, smoty whom were the parcats of the unfortunate females.

TO WHICH 1S ADDED,
An affecting Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings of
PHILIP BRIGDON,

ian, who Sl into the bands of the werciless Sarages on their raturn 10 their settlement, three da;
A Keateokiaz, Bloody M. S after the
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RARE BOOK AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DiVISION

FAR LEFT: War and Pestilence! Two young ladies taken
prisoners by the savages . . . to which is added, an affecting
narrative of the captivity and sufferings of Philip Bridgon,
{1832). Broadside collection, portfolio 230, No. 9. Also in
Narrative of the capture (New York, 1833). E83.83 .N24
(LC-USZ62-43902). Rare Book and Special Collections Di-
vision.

From the beginnings of European exploration and settle-
ment in the sixteenth century through the end of the nine-
teenth century, Indian captivity was very much a historical
reality for countless explorers and settlers living on the
edge of the American frontier, and in one form or other it
touched the fears of those for whom it was a possibility.
While the authenticity of such narratives varied, they were
appealing to early American audiences since they com-
bined dramatic form, thrilling adventure, exotic context,
and seemingly personal relevance. The account above is
based on the reported captivity of Sylvia and Rachel HaII
by Sac and Fox Indians in lilinois.

LEFT: Front cover of The Lost Trail, Beadle’s Dime Novels,
Number 71 (New York: Beadle and Company, 18 ). Dime
Novel Coll. (LC-USZ62-75779). Rare Book and Special
Collections Division. '

Covers like this for the popular melodramatic fiction of the
late nineteenth century served as thrillers for readers who
likely never had contact with Indian peoples. They also re-
inforced one of the Indian stereotypes that persisted for
generations.

LEFT: “Massacre of the Whites by the Indians and Blacks in
Florida. The above is intended to represent the horrid Mas-
sacre of the Whites in Florida, in December 1835, and Jan-
uary, February, March and April 1836, when near Four
Hundred (including women and children) fel! victims to
the barbarity of the Negroes and Indians,” woodcut.from
Authentic narrative of the Seminole War (Providence,
1836). E83.835 .A94 (LC-USZ62-366). Rare Book and
Special Collections Division.

This depiction of anti-Indian sentiments published during
the Second Seminole War illustrates in part the attack of
Maj. Francis I. Dade and his contingent of approximately
one hundred men by Seminoles and Blacks. Such accounts

| heightened concerns over racially motivated warfare.
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P[RFECT TIILE

POSSESON
WITHN
THIRTY DAYS

FINE LANDS IN THE WEST

IRRIGATED AGRICULTURAL
IRRIGABLE  GRAZING oy FARMING
1N 1910 THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Sop Unoer Seateo Bios Auiorveo Inon Lano as Fouows:
Locstios. Actes. Average Price Location. Acems. Average Prica
- pes Acre. per hcre.
Colorado 5,211.21 | $7.27 | Oklahoma 34,664.00 | $19.14
Idaho .. 17,013.00 | 24.85 | Oregon 1,020.00 | 15.43
Kansas 1,684.50 | 33.45 | South Dakota 120,445.00 | 16.53
Montana 11,034.00 9.86 | Washington 4,879.00 | 41.37
Nebraska . 5,641.00 | 36.65 | Wisconsin 1,069.00 | 17.00
North Dakota 22,610.70 9.93 | Wyoming 865.00 | 20.64

FOR THE YEAR 1911 IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 350,000 ACRES WILL BE OFFERED FOR SALE

For information as to the character of the land write for booklet,

Superintendent U. S. Indian School at any one of the following places:

CALIFORN1A.
Boopa.
col.onbo:
cio,
lDAﬂo
Lapwai.
EANSAS:
Bortea
Nadess,

MINNESOTA: NORTH DAKQT4:

Ongem, Fort Tottes.
Fort Yates

MONTANA: OKLABOMA:

Crow Agescy aadarko
HEBRASKA: Cantosmeat

Macy. olony

Santee. Dastiagion. _ |

Winsedago :"lﬂlu. T

awee,

WALTER L. FISHER,

Secretary ot tne Inieror.

oELAROMA _ Con.
oz Agescy
iy

Rosaburg.
Silets.

‘' INDIAN LANDS FOR SALE."

SOOTH DAKOTA:

to the

WASHINGTON:
Cbeyease Agesey Fort Simecoe.
Crow Croen
Greeawond
Lower Bruie
Pime Ridge
BHosenod
Sisseton.

Fort Spoksne.
Tekoa.
Talalip.

WISCONSIN:
Ooeida.

ROBERT G. VALENTINE,

Commussoner ot Indian Attairs.

Indian Land For Sale. U.S. Dept. of Interior [Washington, 1911] Broadside
Portfolio 240, no. 24, (RBSC neg). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

A Department of the Interior advertisement of about 191 1—with a photograph
of Not Afraid of Pawnee, a Yankton Sioux—offers surplus Indian land for sale.
A total of 150,000 acres of Indlan land was sold in 1911 for $2,500,000, an
average of $16 per acre. .
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- RARE BOOK /

|
| ABOVE: “Danse des habitants de Californie a la mission San Francisco” from Voyage pittoresque autour du monde, avec

des portraits de sauvages d’Amérique, d’Asie, d’Afrique, et des iles du Grand ocean . . . by Louis Choris (Paris: Firmin
Didot, 1822); G420.K84 C5 (RBSC neg. 2945). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

As part of the 1816 Russian von Kotzebue expedition, Choris visited the pueblo of San Francisco, where he found fifteen
hundred Indians in the Spanish mission community. Although attending mass on Sunday, the Indian participants followed
it with a ritual dance in the cemetery in front of the mission house, wearing traditional regalia.

RIGHT TOP: “A Chinook Lodge {Oregon Territory, 183-],” engraving by R. W. Dodson, from a sketch by Alfred Agate in vol-
ume 4 of Narrative of the United States Exploring Expedition by Charles Wilkes (Philadelphia, 1844). Q115.W6 v.1-5. (LC-
USZ62-31244). Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

The United States Exploring Expedition of 1838-42 was led by Lt. Charles Wilkes and included a large scientific corps
and three artists. After extensive exploration of the Pacific and Antarctic, their final effort was to make a survey of North
America’s Northwest coastline north of the Columbia River. One result was many drawings representing native lifestyles.
The Chinook, who were the great traders of the region, built large semisubterranean cedar plank houses with gabled roofs.
Sleeping platforms were arranged along the side walls.

RIGHT BOTTOM: “Intérieur d’une cabane de Caloches, lle de Sitkha,” from Voyage autour du monde by Fedor Petrovich
Litke (Paris, 1835-36). G420.L93, Rare Book and Special Collections Division for text volumes. lllustration in atlas volume;
G2860.L8 1835 copy 2 Vault (LC-USZ62-115629). Geography and Map Division.

The Russian expedition under Captain Fedor P. Liitke explored the coasts of Kamch;atka, Anadyr Gulf, Bering Strait and
other places in the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Okhotsk. Liitke circumnavigated the globe from 1826 to 1829; his publica-
tion brings to us some of the earliest images of the people of the far Northwest Coast of America.
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LEFT: “Wedding Ceremony” by Steve Mopope in Kiowa In-
dian Art: Watercolor Paintings in Color by the Indians of
Oklahoma by Oscar Brousse Jacobson (Nice, France: C.
Szwedicki, 1929). E98.A7 17 (LC-USZC4-481 2). Rare
Book and Special Collections Division.

Steve Mopope’s brilliantly illuminated, stylized work is part
of a larger, limited edition portfolio on Oklahoma Indian
peoples. Mopope was one of the Kiowa Six, a group of
artists who launched the renaissance of southern Plains
painting after World War [ with an emphasis on dance and
elaborate and decorative costumes. Their work was among
several efforts during the first half of the twentieth century
to document and idealize Indian cultures at a time when
much concern existed over their assumed loss.

LEFT BELOW: “. . . then upon one knee, uprising, Hia-
watha aimed an arrow, . . . ” photogravure after Frederic
Remington from The song of Hiawatha by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow (Boston and New York: Houghton,
Mifflin and Company, 1891). P$2267.A1 1891
{LC-USZC4-4813). Rare Book and Special Collections
Division.

Noted United States artists, such as Frederic Remington, re-
peatedly used the Indian peoples as a rich source for their
work. Here, in contrast to his well-known scenes of In-
dian/white conflict, Remington illustrates Longfellows fa-
mous work memorializing past glories of a declining
culture.

RIGHT: “Tah-Col-O-Quoit,” hand-colored engraving from
History of the Indian Tribes of North America by Thomas
Loraine McKenney and James Hall (Philadelphia: E.C. Bid-
dle, 1836-44). E77.M13 (LC-USZC4-4814) Rare Book and -
Special Collections Division.

McKenney and Hall’s work provides an interesting descrip-
tion of the migrations of the Sauk (or Sac), to which the
warrior Tah-Col-O-Quoit belonged. The Sac settled origi-
nally along the St. Lawrence River, near the Atlantic but
they were driven progressively toward the Great Lakes by
the French and other Indian peoples. They waged war with
the Iroquois, collided with the Wyandot on the southern
shore of Lake Erie, allied with the Fox on Lake Michigan,
and ultimately, in the time of McKenney and Hall, had
reached the Rock River area, in lllinois. Tah-Col-O-Quoit
(Rising Cloud) was a member of the 1824 Sac and Fox del-
egation to Washington. His portrait was painted by Charles
Bird King.
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INTRODUCTION

The Manuscript Division’s holdings of more than
fifty million items in eleven thousand collections
document all aspects of American history and
culture and include some of the nation’s greatest
manuscript treasures. Represented are the pa-
pers of twenty-three of the presidents of the
United States, their cabinet members, many of
their colleagues and adversaries in the Senate
and House of Representatives, members of the
Supreme Court and federal judiciary, military
officers and diplomats, artists and writers, scien-
tists and inventors, and other prominent Ameri-
cans, as well as records of organizations whose
existence reflects aspects of our country’s evolu-
tion. Many of these collections reveal individu-
als’ private lives in addition to professional or
political careers, suggesting how their origins,
family relationships, personal experiences, moti-
vations, prejudices, and humor affected their
public behavior and activities.

Although several hundred divisional collec-
tions focus on Native Americans and document
their role in the creation and development of the
United States, only rarely does one find in the
extant record a manuscript or a document origi-
nating in the hand of an American Indian. The
predominant viewpoint expressed is that of
non-Indians, including colonialists, military of-
ficers, missionaries, administrators, politicians,
or public officials, many of whom actively estab-
lished and supported the long-term policies that
have defined relations between America’s gov-
ernments and North American Indians. The
significance of the manuscripts lies in their evi-
dentiary value, that is they are the primary
sources upon which the study of the past is
based. Without them we would be largely un-
able to understand the actions of individuals and
evaluate their accomplishments within the larger

34



context of the history of the United States. Types
of manuscripts included are letters, diaries, jour-
nals, notebooks, logs, scrapbooks, subject files,
photographs, legal and financial papers, and
other materials in a variety of formats.

The division’s holdings document the course
of American Indian history before and following
the appearance of European settlers in the Amer-
icas down to the present. Narratives and letters
of early missionaries speak of their attempts
to evangelize the Indian nations of North and
South America, and constitute some of the earli-
est materials informing us of the cultural and po-
litical interaction of complex and highly ordered
societies. For example, the substantial records of
the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church in
Alaska chart its earliest efforts to convert and
Russify the native populations of that region: its
records (in Russian) of vital statistics, kept by
clergy who adopted the dual roles of ecclesiastic
and civil servant, have long been appreciated by
descendants who wish to discover the date of
birth, death, or marriage of an indigenous Alas-
kan ancestor.

In their desire to communicate with Indian
tribes, many missionaries studied Indian lan-
guages and at times produced prayer books
and bibles in these languages. For example, a
Micmac prayer book devised by a French mis-
sionary, Father Chrestien LeClerq, who lived
among the Micmac in the 1670s, is composed of
hieroglyphic characters. However, the Division’s
richest collection of vocabularies of North Amer-
ican Indian languages—Ilargely those of the In-
dian peoples of California—was formed by nat-
uralist, ethnologist, and linguist Clinton Hart
Merriam.

In addition to missionary accounts, the pa-
pers of explorers, fur traders, pioneers, and other
frontiersmen, as well as military officers and
colonial leaders, document areas of Indian life in
pre-Revolutionary America. Printer and pub-
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lisher Peter Force amassed a monumental collec-
tion of original manuscripts and transcriptions
for publication in his American Archives, origi-
nally planned as a history of America to 178g.
The collection, which was purchased for the Li-
brary of Congress in 1867, includes a wide range
of materials relating to interaction with Indian
peoples. Examples include documents on Anglo-
Indian treaty negotiations; a formal appeal of the
Mohegan Indians against the colony of Con-
necticut in 1746; and a letter to the Archbishop of
Canterbury requesting missionaries, drafted for
four sachems and dually inscribed in cursive
and glyphic signatures, at Boston, Massachu-
setts, July 21, 1710. The Spanish-American expe-
rience with the Indian is also reflected in the
Force collection.

Following the Revolutionary War, the history
of American Indians is almost inextricably in-
volved with the federal government’s evolving
Indian policy. The gradual termination of tribal
land ownership over the years and the forced re-
moval of entire tribes from their established
lands in the east to settlements west of the
Mississippi, and then on to reservations, is docu-
mented in the papers of presidents, congress-
men, secretaries of the interior, Indian com-
missioners and agents, and military officers.
Papers of such presidents as George Washing-
ton, Andrew Jackson, and William Henry Harri-
son; of military commanders Duncan McArthur,
John McAllister Schofield, Philip Henry Sheri-
dan, William Tecumseh Sherman, Hugh Lenox
Scott, and many others; and of such Indian
agents as George Croghan and Return Jonathan
Meigs, reveal attitudes and policies of the coun-
try’s leadership toward American Indians, and
trace the course of military and diplomatic inter-
action as the rim of the frontier moved further
westward.

Fortunately, there were some during the peri-
ods of expansion who recognized the value of

do
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recording the traditions, customs, and relations
of societies whose members were forced to ac-
cept an approximation of their original cultures.
Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, explorer, author, and
ethnologist, was preeminent among these. His
voluminous papers include correspondence;
various Indian vocabularies; his Algic Researches;
his “Muz-ze-ni-e-gun” and other manuscript
magazines; and notes on Indian history, mythol-
ogy, and language.

Many manuscripts of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries document attempts by
the federal government to reform the adminis-
tration of Indian affairs. The papers of secretaries
of the interior Carl Schurz and Harold L. Ickes
are especially useful as are those of members
of congress, such as Clinton Presba Anderson,
Henry Laurens Dawes, Robert M. La Follette, Sr.,
and Thomas J. Walsh, who attempted to change
the.legal and physical lot of American Indians.
Among the congressional papers are those of
Robert Latham Owen, one of the first two U.S.
senators from Oklahoma and an enrolled Chero-
kee, a fiscal expert who co-authored the Federal
Reserve Act of 1913.

Finally, the division’s voluminous judicial
papers offer another rich area for research. The
papers of Associate Supreme Court Justice Smith
Thompson, for example, include the manuscript
of his memorable Supreme Court dissent in
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831). At issue was
whether or not the Cherokee were to be consid-
ered a foreign nation, subject to repressive state
laws. Chief Justice John Marshall denied that
they were a foreign nation, whereas Thompson
in his dissent argued that the Cherokee Indians
had long been treated as a nation by the U.S. gov-
ernment. Thompson could not turn the mood of
President Andrew Jackson, a long-time advocate
of removing the Indians to land west of the Mis-
sissippi, nor of Congress, which had the year be-
fore enacted the Indian Removal Act.
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USING THE COLLECTIONS

MANUSCRIPT READING ROOM

LOCATION: Madison Building, 1st floor, Room LM
101; telephone (202) 707-5387

HOURS: Monday through Saturday, 8:30 A.M. to
5:00 P.M.

ACCESS AND USE: No appointments necessary, ex-
cept with staff historians. Because the Manuscript
Division’s holdings are rare, valuable, and irreplace-
able, their use is limited primarily to patrons con-
ducting serious research. Student access is generally
limited to those engaged in graduate study. First-time
researchers are required to read and sign a form
agreeing that they will abide by the formal rules
and regulations for using the reading room. All re-
searchers must complete a registration card every
two years and must present a Library of Congress
photo 1.D. card at the time of registration. Pencils,
note cards, and note paper are provided. Only mate-
rials essential to research are allowed in the reading
room. As a rule researchers are permitted to make
copies of original manuscript material on the photo-
copiers in the reading room, with the exceptions of
bound documents, fragile items, or collections that
have restrictions on photoduplication.

The division’s reference staff is available to pro-
vide information about the division’s holdings
and on related topics important to successful re-
search, such as the nature of the copyright law
(Title 17, United States Code) as it applies to un-
published manuscripts, restrictions on the use
of certain materials, procedures for obtaining
duplicates of documents through the Library’s
Photoduplication Service, and reference books
and finding aids pertaining to manuscript
sources.

The division also has several staff historians
who specialize in particular eras or fields of
American history. They are available for per-
sonal consultation with researchers, and their
areas of expertise are: Colonial era and early
American history to 1825; National period to



1861; Civil War and Reconstruction to 1900;
Twentieth-century political history; African-
American history; American literary history
and culture; and the history of science and tech-
nology.

Access to the collections is through the on-
line master record of manuscript collections. Re-
searchers are also referred to one or more of the
following general finding aids:

Master Record of
Manuscript Collections

The basic guide to the division’s holdings is the
Master Record of Manuscript Collections, which
consists of two parts. The first, Master Record I,
lists collections alphabetically by the name of the
individual or organization whose documents are
collected and includes brief descriptions of the
entries. Master Record II generally contains more
detailed catalog descriptions of the collections
including the types of material, the major topics
represented, and the names of principal corre-
spondents. It indexes the names and key terms
found in the collection descriptions. Although
there are printed volumes for Master Record II in
the Manuscript Reading Room, they were last
printed in mid-1986. Since this file is on-line as
part of the MUMS (Multiple Use Marc System)
database, researchers should consult it by com-
puter for the most up-to-date information. Com-
mands for information from the manuscript file
should be qualified with “f=mss” preceded by a
semicolon. For example, to search for informa-
tion on the subject of Indians, the command
should be “find s indians;f=mss.”

Registers

Detailed finding guides or registers exist for vir-
tually all of the division’s larger collections. Ap-
proximately 1,800 are available for reader use in
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the reading room. Most include information
about the provenance and administration of the
collection, a scope and content note, an organiza—
tional or biographical history or chronology, a
description of the various series, and a container
list (or reel list if the collection, or portions of it,
have been microfilmed).

Presidential Papers Indexes
(see “Selected Collections” section)

National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections

The standard and most comprehensive guide
to the holdings of manuscript repositories in
the United States is the multi-volume National
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (Wash-
ington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1959—93), com-
monly known as NUCMC. Approximately 1,880
of the division’s collections have been reported
to NUCMC since it began publication. Beginning
in 1988, the catalog information has been made
available in a machine-readable format on RLIN
(Research Libraries Information Network). The
1993 volume is the last printed catalog to be pub-
lished; all future catalog information will be
available only through RLIN or OCLC (Online
Computer Library Center).

Numerous other helpful guides, indexes, and
checklists to various collections have been com-
piled by the division and by others. Researchers
should consult with the reference staff to deter-
mine the most efficient approach for their topics.

0 SELECTED COLLECTIONS

This presentation of the Manuscript Divi-
sion’s rich resources is arranged initially by
the division’s principal representative collec-
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tions containing Indian material, and then
thematically:

Force Collection

Schoolcraft Papers

Presidential Papers

Congress and Indian policy

Federal Judiciary

Secretaries of the Interior

Indian Commissioners, Agents, and Traders
Indian Wars

Explorers and Adventurers

European Colonial Administrations
Missions and Missionaries

Indian Languages

Historians, Anthropologists, Ethnologists,
and Other Students

To be sure, such categories are somewhat ar-
bitrary and overlapping. Andrew Jackson was
not only the seventh President of the United
States but also had a lengthy military career that
affected many Indian lives during the War of
1812 and the Seminole Wars in Florida; Peter
Force, a historian, gathered papers of military
men; the administrative papers of colonial pow-
ers contain material related to missions, Indian
wars, and other themes. But such categories can
help a potential researcher better understand the
sometimes overwhelming complexity of Ameri-
can Indian history as it is represented in the
Manuscript Division.

This selection of the Manuscript Division’s
holdings of material relating to American Indi-
ans can only suggest their richness. While origi-
nal items are stressed, there is also extensive
photocopied material available for researchers.
The researcher should be aware that the Manu-
script Division has maintained a widespread ac-
quisitions program with respect to manuscript
collections in other American repositories and in
foreign repositories and that these microfilmed
collections are a very valuable resource for stu-
dents of American Indian peoples. For instance,

b

the Foreign Copying Program, begun in 1905,
has brought to the Library several million pages
of manuscripts copied from several hundred li-
braries in twenty-four foreign countries. Much
of this material, especially from the colonial
period, contains information about American
Indians.

NOTE: Accompanying the official names of the
collections listed below are the span dates—the
dates of the first and last manuscripts in the col-
lection—as well as the availability of a finding
aid. Collections that have also been recorded on
microfilm are cited accordingly.

Force Papers

The Peter Force Papers and Collection (span
1170-1961; finding aid)

The Library of Congress manuscript, rare
book, and map Americana collections owe much
to Peter Force, a printer who moved to Wash-
ington during the early nineteenth century. A
student of American history, he amassed an
enormous collection of printed and manuscript
sources—dating chiefly from 1750 to 1868—for
his multi-volume American Archives—A Docu-
mentary History. . ..

Those few collections within the Force Papers
that are substantially about American Indian
peoples will be noted in the relevant thematic
sections of this chapter. Other Force material re-
lating to them is scattered through the various
collections he gathered together and may be di-
vided into two parts—originals and transcripts.
These collections are cataloged within the con-
fines of an overall, comprehensive guide to the
Force Collection, and many of them can be
viewed on microfilm.

ORIGINALS

Andrews, Joseph Gardner. Papers (1795; microfilm)
The diary (Jan. 1~Dec. 31, 1795) kept by An-
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drews (b. 1768?) as an army surgeon at Fort
Defiance, Ohio (Northwest Territory) includes
numerous accounts of meetings with Indian
groups.

Atkinson, Theodore. Papers (1724—54) and Journal
(1727; transcript; both on microfilm)

An Indian commissioner, Atkinson (1697-
1779) kept a journal of a journey (Jan. 15-
May 14, 1724) through New York to Canada ona
diplomatic mission to Governor Vaudreuil relat-
ing to problems with Indians and violations of
the Treaty of Utrecht. Another diary, of Atkin-
son’s journey (June 3-July 19, 1754) from New
Hampshire to Albany, N.Y., to negotiate a treaty
with the Six Nations, was annotated and pub-
lished in 1907 by the Society of Colonial Wars
(E186.3.N58). The Force Collection also contains
a transcript of Atkinson’s 1727 journal of a con-
ference between Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire commissioners and the Norridgewock,
Penobscot, and Wawenoc Indians.

Chalmers, George. Collection (1640-1825; micro-
film)

The journals, papers, reports, and records col-
lected by this historian (1742—1825) relate to his
broad interest in British colonial administration
and include a Mohegan appeal to the Assembly
of Connecticut (1746) which can also be seen in
State Records Microfilm for Connecticut in the
Microform Reading Room section.

Force, Manning Ferguson. Papers (1678-—1846;
microfilm)

Letters, patents, commissions, pamphlets,
maps, and other papers relating to French explo-
ration of the Mississippi River collected by Man-
ning Force (1824—99), a lawyer, army officer, and
historian.

Jesuit Relations Collection (1632—1847; microfilm)
French original documents, English transla-
tions, and one 1847 pamphlet, E. B. O’Cal-
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laghan’s “Jesuit Relations of Discoveries and
Other Occurrences in Canada and the Northern
and Western States of the Union, 1632-72,” and
narratives relating to Mississippi missions, mis-
sions at Detroit, drunkenness among Indians,
war against the Iroquois, request from St. Louis
for “gifts” for Indian nations, and Father Pierre
Millet’s captivity and treatment among the
Iroquois.

Lincoln, William. Papers (ca. 1830; microfilm)

The notes, extracts, and other papers of
lawyer and antiquarian Lincoln (1801-43) relate
to the history, languages, and customs of the In-
dians of New England, as well as the Mohawk
and Osage.

Penhallow, Samuel. Manuscript (1726; microfilm)

“History of the wars of New England with the
Eastern Indians continued” is the account by
Penhallow (1665-1726), a New Hampshire offi-
cial, of a voyage to the Penobscot in Maine carry-
ing supplies from Lieutenant Governor William
Partridge. It mentions Penobscot and Pigwacket
Indian Wars and the involvement of France and
England, Pemaquid Fort, and a missionary to the
Norridgewock.

Strange, Robert. Manuscript (no date)

Strange (1796—1854), lawyer and U.S. senator
from North Carolina (1836—40), sent the two-
volume manuscript of his novel entitled “Eone-
guski, or the Cherokee Chief,” to Peter Force
who published it for private circulation in 1839.
The novel describes Indian traditions in the
region of Fayetteville, North Carolina, where
Strange resided.

TRANSCRIPTS
Fleete, Henry. Journal (July 4, 1631—February 22,
1632; microfilm)

Account of a voyage to America by Fleete (fl.
1621-54), including “customs of those Indians

39
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GATEWAYS

Federal Indian policy has passed through various
identifiable phases or periods, as circumstances
have changed and policymakers have responded
by emphasizing different options. While the long-
time goal was acquisition of Indian lands, the
policy question was what to do about the Indians
occupying the lands. In the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, policymakers debated among
three broad options: removal of Indians to other
areas, segregation in enclaves, and assimilation.
Of course, these options were not mutually ex-
clusive. Later in the twentieth century the policy
debate expanded to include the option of Indian
tribal autonomy and self-development.

Among the periods generally identified by his-
torians (although with some disagreements on
dates) are the following eras:

8 early treatymaking and trade, from ratification
of the Constitution (1789) to about 1830;

® mass removal of tribes across the Mississippi
River, from about 1830 to about 1850;

® concentration of tribes on reservations, from
about 1850 to 1887;

8 allotment of reservation lands and assimilation
of individual Indians, from 1887 to about
1925 (orto 1933);

® reform and reorganization, the “Indian New
Deal,” from about 1925 (or 1933) to the late
1940s (or 1953);

® termination of federal-tribal relations, from the
late 1940s (or 1953) to the early 1960s (or
1975); and

® tribal self-determination, from the mid-1960s
(or 1975) to the present.

See other topical summaries for discussions of
particular periods in federal Indian policy.

Since 1824 the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA)—called at various times, formally or infor-
mally, the Office, or Department, of Indian Affairs
or the Indian Service—has been the key federal
agency to carry out federal Indian policies and
programs. Initially created by the Secretary of
War, the BIA was statutorily authorized by Con-
gress in 1834, two years after it authorized a
commissioner of Indian affairs. In 1849 Congress
moved the BIA from the Department of War to
the new Department of the Interior. Congress
finally assigned a major federal Indian program to
an agency other than the BIA in 1954, when it
moved health care programs from the BIA to a
new Indian Health Service in the then Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare. In the
1969s and 1970s a number of other federal de-
partments also added important new federal In-
dian programs. The BIA remains, however, the
most comprehensive federal Indian agency. In-
dian affairs achieved greater salience within the
Interior Department in 1977, when President
Jimmy Carter created the position of assistant sec-
retary of the interior—Indian affairs, with author-
ity over the BIA and the commissioner.

AOCVOASTYS

WHERE TO LOOK: Library collections with ma-
terials relevant to federal Indian policy and the
BIA include the Law Library, the Manuscript Divi-
sion, the Microform Reading Room, the Local
History and Genealogy Reading Room, the Rare
Book and Special Collections Division, the Geog-
raphy and Map Division, the Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, and the General Collections.



INDIAN AFFAIRS
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“Move On.” Has the Native American no rights that the naturalized American is bound to expect?, wood engraving by
Thomas Nast from Harper’s Weekly, April 22, 1871. AP2.H32. LOT 4391-H (LC-USZ62-53856). Prints and Photographs
Division and General Collections (Microform).

Nast’s political cartoon advocating enfranchisement of Indians includes figures representing Irish, German, English, Scots,
French, and Asian immigrants. They are shown voting, along with an African-American, while an Irish policeman indicates
to an Indian that he is not wanted at the polls. While some Indian bands had been granted citizenship by Congress, debate
continued over citizenship for all Indians, and over whether the Fourteenth Amendment (adopted in 1868) made Indians
U.S. citizens. The cartoon’s title, intentionally or not, captures one of the cardinal aims of nineteenth-century Indian policy.
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living along the rivers and harbors of Maryland
and Virginia.”

Gates, Horatio. Papers (1777; microfilm)

Correspondence, orderly book, and reports
on the Philadelphia and Saratoga campaigns by
Gates (1728-1806), a Continental Army general,
include information on Indian alliances. (The di-
vision also has a 20-reel microfilm collection of
Gates’s papers from the New-York Historical So-
ciety, 1726-1828).

Georgia Committee of Correspondence. Records
(1762-71; microfilm)

Consists chiefly of letters from the Provincial
Committee of Safety to colonial agent William
Knox concerning frontier defense during the
French and Indian War and negotiation with
Creeks over land.

St. Clair, Arthur. Papers (1772-93; microfilm)

Post-Revolutionary War correspondence of
this army officer (1736—1818), as governor of the
Northwest Territory, concerns Indian affairs,
fortifications, and trade on the Western frontier;
also a letter (November 10, 1791) from Michael
McDonough describing Saint Clair’s November 4
defeat by an Indian alliance.

Scottow, Joshua. Journal (1677; microfilm)

Titled "Narrative of ye voyage to Pemaquid,”
the journal describes the participation by Scot-
tow (1618—-93) in negotiations and an abstract of
a treaty with the Pemaquid.

South Carolina, Provincial Congress. Records (1770—
76; microfilm)

Letters and reports concerning the Indian sit-
uation on South Carolina’s western frontier.

Sprague, William Buell. Collection (1702-83; mi-
crofilm)

The collection of Sprague (1795-1876), a cler-
gyman and author, includes correspondence
(1755—74) to and from Sir William Johnson, su-
perintendent of Indian affairs in the northern
colonies.

Stevens, Phineas. Journals (1749 and 1752; mi-
crofilm)

Journals kept during two journeys to Canada
by Stevens (1706—56) to negotiate the release of
Massachusetts soldiers and civilians held pris-
oner by the French and their Indian allies.

Schoolcraft Papers

The Schoolcraft Papers are the division’s leading
collection on Indian matters. A published guide,
Henry Rowe Schoolcraft: A Register of His Papers In
the Library of Congress, goes into great detail on
the contents.

Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe. Papers (1788—-1906; find-
ing aid; microfilm)

Schoolcraft (1793—-1864) was the Indiariagent
at Sault Ste. Marie and Mackinac Island, superin-
tendent for Indian affairs for Michigan (1836-
41), leader of expeditions throughout the Great
Lakes region, member of Michigan's legislative
council, ethnologist studying and reporting on
the Iroquois of New York State, and compiler
and editor of the six-volume Historical and Statis-
tical Information Respecting the History, Condition,
and Prospects of the Indian Tribes of the United
States (Philadelphia, 1851—57) for the Office of
Indian Affairs. The general correspondence and
the journals in the collection are rich sources of
information about the working of an Indian
agency at the time. Schoolcraft also interviewed
American Indians on Mackinac Island between
May and September 1837 about their personal
and tribal histories and constructed vocabu-
laries for the Ojibwa, Mandan, Costanoan, and



Cushna, a branch of the California Maidu. A sep-
arate section of the collection contains manu-
scripts of the many articles and speeches he
wrote about American Indian peoples. There is
also a brief manuscript of Indian maxims. Many
of Schoolcraft’s accounts of his visits to and ob-
servations among Indian tribes have been pub-
lished, but his papers include considerable un-
published correspondence and other materials.
Poems by Schoolcraft’s first wife Jane Johnston
Schoolcraft, who was part Chippewa, are in-
cluded in the Poetry File.

Presidential Papers

The establishment of the Presidential Papers Pro-
gram by Congress at the Library of Congress in
1957 has been, and continues to be, of permanent
importance for the study of national culture. The
program'’s purpose was to preserve and to make
widely accessible presidential papers in the Li-
brary’s collections. The presidents listed below
are represented in the Manuscript Division by
major groups of personal papers, whose span
dates are noted in parentheses, and are re-
corded in finding aids which contain full writer-
recipient indexes. All are on microfilm:

George Washington (1592-1937)
Thomas Jefferson (1606—1902)
James Madison (1751-1836)
James Monroe (1758-1839)
Andrew Jackson (1775-1860)
Martin Van Buren (1787-1910)
William Henry Harrison (1734—1939)
John Tyler (1691-1918)

James K. Polk (1775—-1891)
Zachary Taylor (1814-1931)
Franklin Pierce (1820-69)
Abraham Lincoln (1774-1931)
Andrew Johnson (1814—1947)
Ulysses S. Grant (1843-1969)
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James A. Garfield (1831-81)
Chester A. Arthur (1843—1960)
Grover Cleveland (1859—1945)
Benjamin Harrison (1787—1938)
William McKinley (1847-1901)
Theodore Roosevelt (1759—1920)
William Howard Taft (1784—1930)
Woodrow Wilson (1786-1957)
Calvin Coolidge (1915-32)

The papers of former presidents beginning
with Herbert C. Hoover are in the custody of
presidential libraries, administered by the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration.
There is also a Rutherford B. Hayes Library
in Fremont, Ohio; the John and John Quincy
Adams papers are in the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society; the Millard Fillmore Papers are in the
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society; the
James Buchanan papers are in the Historical So-
ciety of Pennsylvania; and the Warren G. Hard-
ing papers are in the Ohio Historical Society. The
Manuscript Division has microfilm copies of all
of them.

Among those listed above, a few have particu-
lar relevance for this guide and are described. in
chronological order:

The George Washington Papers are important for
his years as a military leader during the French
and Indian War (1754—-63) and the Revolution, as
a Virginia commissioner to the Ohio Indians, as
well as for his tenure as president during the
post-Revolutionary frontier conflicts. One of
the formative statutes in federal Indian policy,
the 1790 Trade and Intercourse Act, was enacted
during his first term.

The Thomas Jefferson Papers provide evidence of
the third president’s insatiable curiosity about al-
most everything, and the lives and customs of
American Indian peoples were no exception. He,
more than any other president, was interested in
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the culture of American Indians. He studied
their languages and compiled vocabularies of
them (they were stolen in 1809), excavated a bur-
ial mound, and collected native artifacts. Ameri-
can Indians visited his homes in his youth and
adulthood, and his papers include an early
drawing of burial mounds in Ohio Territory.
Though he did not as president engage in any
military activity against American Indian tribes,
he nonetheless thought that they must be assimi-
lated into white culture to survive or be in-
evitably forced to move west.

The James Monroe Papers show the fifth presi-

dent’s impact on American Indian policy from
the Confederation Congress of the 1780s through
the War of 1812 and the First Seminole Indian
War. They also document the expansion of gov-
ernment economic and educational support of
the Indians.

The Andrew Jackson Papers illustrate the seventh
president’s long public career and its un-
precedented effects on American Indians’ lives.

‘Though his military career is best known by
his repi{lse’of the British at New Orleans during

the War of 1812, Jackson (1767-1845) received
that command through his decisive campaign
against the Creeks culminating in the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend (1814). Later, during the Semi-
nole War, exceeding his order to intervene in the
area, he precipitously invaded Florida, capturing
the Spanish town of Pensacola (1818). After elec-
tion as president in 1828, he made his long-held
view that all Indian tribes should be moved west
of the Mississippi River a centerpiece policy of
his administration, a decision that profoundly
affected the course of American Indian history.

The William Henry Harrison Papers consist of his
correspondence and military papers, largely
from the period 1796—-1841, with special empha-
sis on Indian campaigns and treaties. A letter-

g
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book of 181213 relates to incidents of the War of
1812 on the western borders. Also of interest are
reports of the February 3, 1813, Indian confer-
ence at Fort Feree, Ohio, the 1838 Tippecanoe Al-
manac, and speeches about Indians (1813, 1836).

The Zachary Taylor Papers cover his military ca-
reer against Indians during the War of 1812 in
Indiana and Illinois Territory. Later, he served
during the Black Hawk War and followed that
service with a stint during the Second Seminole
War that led to a key U.S. military victory in the
Battle of Okeechobee in 1837.

The Theodore Roosevelt Papers show that he was
interested in Indian affairs and on at least one oc-
casion attended the Lake Mohonk Conference
concerned with the acculturation and legal pro-
tection of Indian groups. As president, he once
sought the advice of photographer and journalist
Charles F. Lummis, a harsh critic of federal In-
dian policy, in developing his own administra-
tion’s Indian programs.

Congress and Indian Policy

Members of Congress and their staffs have
significantly affected American Indians and
American Indian history in four ways: as elected
representatives from states with substantial In-
dian populations, through dealings with the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and its predecessors, by
service on either the Senate or House committees
handling Indian affairs, and as persons passing
legislation affecting American Indians. Follow-
ing is a selection from more than goo collections
representing a range of these activities.

Anderson, Clinton Presba. Papers (1938-72; find-
ing aid)

Anderson (1895-1975) was a representative
(1941—-45) and senator (1949-73) from New
Mexico. His administrative and legislative files



contain correspondence with constituents and
the Department of the Interior regarding New
Mexican Indian claims and affairs. Other files
relate to the Pueblos, Klamath, Ute, and Fort
Berthold Indians; the New Mexico Association of
Indian Affairs; the Santa Fe Indian School; Blue
Lake; the Santa Fe Bureau; Indian irrigation
problems; and Mescalero Apache lumber and
ranching operations.

Borah, William E. Papers (1905-40; finding aid)
The papers contain files marked Indian Af-
fairs for each Congress from 1907 through 1940,
and respectively for the tribes within the Idaho
constituency of Senator Borah (1865-1940).

Cutting, Bronson Murray. Papers (1899-1950; find-
ing aid)

Cutting (1888-1935), a United States senator
from New Mexico from 1927 to 1935, kept a gen-
eral correspondence file dealing with matters re-
lating to constituents, many of whom were Na-
tive American. He had a special interest in the
Mescalero Apache.

Dawes, Henry Laurens. Papers (1833-1933; find-
ing aid)

Dawes (1816—1903) had a major impact on
Indian affairs. The highlight of his long service
as US. representative (1857-75) and senator
(1875-93) from Massachusetts was the passage
of one of the most significant pieces of legisla-
tion affecting American Indian people, the 1887
Dawes Severalty Act (or General Allotment
Act—see Reservations, Agents, and Allotments
gateway, pp. 156—157). Dawes also was chair of
the Commission to Administer the Tribal Affairs
of the Five Civilized Tribes (1893-1903) and his
records for this period are valuable for under-
standing internal political factions, especially
among the Choctaw, and the problems of freed
blacks once owned by American Indians, who
had settled on Indian land.
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La Follette, Robert M., Sr. (1844—1925) section in
the La Follette Family Papers (1844-1973; find-
ing aid)

Congressman (1885-91), governor of Wiscon-
sin (1901-5), and senator (1906-25), La Follette
(1855-1925) was one of the strongest legislative
supporters of Indian rights during the Progres-
sive era and advocated allowing Indians greater
control of their resources. His unusually rich
files are arranged by tribe, including most
prominently the Chippewa, the Crow, the Five
Civilized Tribes, the Menominee, the Oneida,
the Osage, and additionally the Tomah Indian
School. The division also has microfilm of the
Robert La Follette Sr. papers in the State Histori-
cal Society of Wisconsin.

Morgan, John Tyler. Papers (1840-1907; find-
ing aid)

The wide ranging interest in Indian affairs of
this Alabama senator (1824—1907) included his
desire to see Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Wash-
ington territories, all areas with dense Native
American population, achieve statehood.

QOuwen, Robert Latham. Papers (1920-41)

Owen (1856-1947), lawyer, banker, Indian
agent to the Five Civilized Tribes, U.S. senator
from Oklahoma (1907-25), and Cherokee Tribal
Council member, was one of a small number of
U.S. congressmen of Indian descent. A co-author
of the Federal Reserve Act of 1913, his papers re-
late primarily to fiscal causes of depressions and
arguments for government control of currency
and credit.

Pittman, Key. Papers (1898—1951; finding aid)

In addition to his substantial office files relat-
ing to his work on the Senate Committee on In-
dian Affairs and correspondence with the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, Key Pittman (1872-1940),
senator from Nevada from 1913 to 1940, had a

. 135



CONGRESS AND INDIAN POLICY

ANOVOAOTOACTVOAOVOAOTVOAOVOAOVOAOVOAOTOAOTOAOVOAOVOAOTOAC
FOAOVOAOTOAOTVOAOVIOAOVIOAOVOAOVOAOFTOACVIOAOTOAOCVIOAOVOAOTCS

GATEWAYS

Congress, under current law, is considered to have
plenary power over federal Indian policy. In other
words, statutes passed by Congress, and treaties
ratified by the Senate, control what relationship, if
any, the federal government will have with Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native tribes and villages.
The major debates over Indian policy have eventu-
ally ended up in Congress. Most major shifts in In-
dian policy have been marked by congressional
legislation, including the Indian Trade and Inter-
course Act of 1790, the Indian Removal Act of
1830, the General Allotment Act of 1887, the In-
dian Reorganization Act of 1934, the termination
resolution of 1953, and the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act of 1975. The
major federal agencies dealing with Indians—cur-
rently the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Indian
Health Service—have been authorized by Con-
gress. .
Congress has exercised its control by passing
statutes, ratifying some 370 treaties, approving
agreements, appropriating funds, and exercising its
oversight function. Treaties ratified by the Senate
were the chief vehicle for relationships with indi-
vidual tribes until 1871, when, at the House of
Representatives’ insistence, a proviso in the annual
Indian appropriations bill forbade further negotia-
tion of treaties with tribes. After that act, agree-
ments between the federal government and tribes
had to be approved by both houses.

To carry out its Indian policy functions, Con-
gress has worked through a variety of committees
(standing, select, special, joint) and subcommit-
tees, although each house had a permanent com-
mittee on Indian affairs from the 1820s to 1947
(and, in the Senate, since 1984).

Indians have at times been members of Con-
gress. The earliest members publicly identified as
Indian were Kansas Representative and later Sena-
tor Charles Curtis (1893-1907 in the House,

1907-13 and 1915-29 in the Senate) and Okla-
homa Senator Robert Latham Owen (1907-25).
They have been followed by six more representa-
tives and one additional senator.

AOVOAOVYSO

WHERE TO LOOK: Congress’s ongoing discussion
of Indian policy can be found not only in floor de-
bates (in the Congressional Record and

its predecessors) but also in hearings, documents,
prints, and reports, as well as in the personal
papers of members of Congress. Library collections
in which to follow this debate, or to determine the
legislative history of a particular act,

are the Law Library, the Manuscript Division, the
Microform Reading Room, the Geography and
Map Division, and the General Collections

EURS
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ABOVE: U.S. commissioners and delegations of Sioux chiefs visiting-
Washington, October 15, 1888. LOT 12566 (LC-USZ62-92959). Prints and

OPPOSITE PAGE: Robert Latham Owen. Unknown pho- Photographs Division.

tographer, c.1908. BIOG FILE. (LC-USZ62-115124). Prints - d

and Photographs Division. The commissioners shown here, standing with the Sioux chiefs on the steps
of the Senate wing of the Capitol, were led by Richard H. Pratt (first row,

Owen (1856~1947), an enrolled Cherokee, was the sec- fourth from right) of Carlisle Indian School. They had failed to gain Sioux ac-

ond Indian elected to the U.S. Senate and one of the first ceptance of an earlier 1888 statute authorizing the break-up and diminution

two senators elected from Oklahoma. He served from of the Great Sioux Reservation in Dakota Territory. The Sioux leaders had

1907 to 1925. Lawyer, educator, publisher, Indian agent, come to Washington to try to negotiate better terms,from Congress and the

and banker, Owen championed progressive causes in secretary of the interior. Subsequeptly, a4 new and more generous offer enacted

Congress, especially national monetary reform. See the de- in 1889 gained grudging approva/ by the requ:s:te three-quarters of eligible

scription of his papers in the Manuscript Division chapter. (i.e., adult male) Sioux voters. - .
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special interest in the Indian school at Elko and
the Temoak bands of Western Shoshone.

Walsh, Thomas James. Papers (1910-34; finding
aid)

Like Robert La Follette, Sr., and Key Pittman,
Thomas Walsh (1859-1933), senator from Mon-
tana (1913-33), was a member of the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs. The papers contain
information on American Indian affairs from
1901 until 1934, including correspondence, mem-
oranda, and legislation about the openings of the
Fort Peck Indian Reservation, the Crow Indian
Reservation, the Blackfeet Reservation, as well as
issues concerning the Fort Assiniboine Military
Reservation, the sale of the lands of the Flathead
Reservation, and the relief of the Crow Indians.
Walsh’s papers also contain those of John Ed-
ward Erickson, who finished out Walsh’s term
after his death in office.

Federal Judiciary

The division’s collections include the nation’s
largest corpus of the papers of chief justices and
associate justices of the U.S. Supreme Court, as
well as of the many judges of the lower federal
courts who played leading roles in American life
and of lawyers who practiced in federal courts.
Many of these justices and judges presided over
major cases involving Indian claims and rights
and their papers are likely to contribute sig-
nificantly to research on these subjects. The
Supreme Court, for example, has decided cases
concerning almost every aspect of Indian life, in-
cluding the determination of a tribe’s existence
and an individual’s membership in a tribe.

CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT

Oliver Ellsworth (term of office: 1796-99)
John Marshall (1801-35)

Roger B. Taney (1836-64)

Salmon P. Chase (1864-73)

e

Morrison R. Waite (1874—88)

Melville Weston Fuller (1888-1910)

William Howard Taft (1921—30)

Charles Evans Hughes (1930-41)

Harlan Fiske Stone (1941—46)

Earl Warren (1953-69)

Associate justices are also well represented.
For the Warren Court alone, the division holds
the papers of Hugo L. Black, William O. Doug-
las, Felix Frankfurter, Harold H. Burton, Robert
H. Jackson, William ]. Brennan, Jr., Byron R.
White, Thurgood Marshall, and Arthur J. Gold-
berg.

Of these, the very large collection of Wil-
liam O. Douglas may be singled out for evi-
dence of support of the rights of North American
Indians:

Douglas, William O. Papers (1801-1980; finding
aid)

Douglas (1898-1980), who lived near Wash-
ington’s Yakima Reservation as a boy, and who
retained an association with it and with some of
its residents, has been cited for the consistency of
his record in Indian decisions. Over the period
1939—74 he was on the side of the Indian in thirty-
nine of forty-seven decisions. In his Supreme
Court files are a variety of materials bearing on
such cases as United States v. Santa Fe Railroad
(1941); Northwestern Bands of Shoshone Indians v.
United States (1944); Menominee Tribe of Indians
v. United States (1967); and Mescalero Apache Tribe
v. Jones, et al (1972).

Secretaries of the Interior

The role of the secretary of the interior in Indian
affairs has varied over time and has historically
been, especially in the nineteenth century, more
directly engaged than it is today. Though the
federal-Indian relationship is complex and mul-
tifaceted, in general the Department of the Inte-
rior has been the major agency managing federal
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concerns with American Indians. Among these
are the administration of public land held in
trust for American Indians and other trust assets,
and handling or sharing in government services,
such as social welfare, education, health, local
law enforcement, and the courts.

Fisher, Walter Lowrie. Papers (1879-1936; find-
ing aid)

A rich source of information for his years as
secretary of the interior between 1911 and 1913,
the papers of Walter Fisher (1862-1935) relate
particularly to the Oklahoma Indians.

Garfield, James Rudolph. Papers (1879-1950; find-
ing aid)

Garfield (1865-1950), son of President
James A. Garfield, was Theodore Roosevelt’s ap-
pointee as secretary of the interior (1907—9). The
papers include carefully kept diaries, correspon-
dence, office files, and files of legal cases.

Ickes, Harold LeClair. Papers (1815-1969; finding
aid; part on microfilm)

Ickes (1874-1952), who had a lifelong concern
for the American Indian, was one of the most
prominent secretaries of the interior and an out-
spoken conservationist who became involved in
efforts to improve the economic and cultural sta-
tus of tribes and protect them from aggressive
exploitation. The papers cover his years as secre-
tary of the interior (1933-46), during which time
his support of John Collier, commissioner of In-
dian affairs, led to what some have termed “the
Indian New Deal.” Together they brought about
the termination of the fifty-year-old allotment
policy and pushed through Congress the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934.

Schurz, Carl. Papers (1842—1932; finding aid; mi-
crofilm) .

The papers provide perhaps the earliest
record of a secretary-of the interior’s attempt to
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root out corruption in the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs. In doing so, Schurz (1829—1906) dismissed
the commissioner of Indian affairs and reorga-
nized the agents, discharging many of them dur-
ing his tenure between 1877 and 1881. He also re-
sisted concerted attempts to transfer oversight of
American Indians back to the War Department,
where it had resided until 1849.

Indian Commissioners, Agents,
and Traders

The subject of Indian agents frequently overlaps
with topics falling under the division’s Reference
Index headings for Congress, the War Depart-
ment, Department of the Interior, and Indian
Wars. The following are representative of Manu-
script Division holdings on this subject:

Bonaparte, Charles. Papers (1760-1921; finding
aid)

A lawyer, civil service reformer, and US. at-
torney general (1906—9), Bonaparte (1851-1921)
was a Theodore Roosevelt appointee to the U.S.
Board of Indian Commissioners (1902—4), dur-
ing which time he was charged ‘with'an investi-
gation into abuses against Indians in Indian Ter-
ritory. A box of documents i$ related to 'this
investigation, as well as to later: matters involv-
ing Indians between 1912-17. - :

Crittenden, John J. Papers (1782-1888; finding aid;
microfilm) ’

A commissioner of Indian affairs as well as
a US. attorney general and Kentucky senator
and governor, Crittenden (1787-1863) left pa-
pers which include information on Cherokee
treaties (1847), Seminole removal, Seneca reser-
vation lands, Georgia’s desire for Creek lands
(1825), appointment of agents to treat with Sioux
for lands (1850), and Kiowa and Comanche
wars (1861).
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Croghan, George. Papers (1768; finding aid; mi-
crofilm)

Part of the Peter Force Collection, the papers of
Croghan (d. 1782), the principal deputy to the
British government’s superintendent for Indian
affairs in the Northern district for fifteen years,
contain the minutes of a 1768 conference be-
tween Croghan and the chiefs of the Ohio and
western Indian tribes, including treaty negotia-
tions with the Six Nations, Delaware, Shawnee,
and Wyandot.

Ewing, George Washington. Papers (1829—1910)

This merchant, banker, and land speculator’s
family and business correspondence, account
book, documents, and assembled printed mater-
ial reveal his perception of Indian affairs and
land speculation in the wide sweep of what is
now Kansas, Indiana, Missouri, Illinois, and
Wisconsin. Ewing (1804-66) and his brother
acquired Indian lands as debt settlements by
Shawnee and other northern tribes.

Franklin, Benjamin. Papers (1726—1907; finding
aid; microfilm)

An index to List of the Benjamin Franklin Papers
in the Library of Congress, compiled by Worthing-
ton C. Ford (1905) shows several entries for “In-
dians,” including observations on treaty-making
power of inhabitants of Pennsylvania, remarks
on a plan for regulating Indian trade, remarks
concerning the “savages” of North America, and
1787 letters to a Cherokee Indian “noblewoman”
and a Cherokee chief.

Johnston, George. Papers (1824—27)

The collection consists -of his 120-page “Jour-
nal of George Johnston in the North West” (Au-
gust 29, 1824—May 16, 1827), written in the form
of letters from posts on the Red River, from Sault
Ste. Marie, Fond du Lac, Flameau, and La Pointe,
while trading with Indian groups for the Ameri-
can Fur Company.

Kendall, Amos. Papers (1835-1909; part photo-
copies; microfilm)

Correspondence and other papers, chiefly
1835-80, relate primarily to the work of Kendall
(1789—-1869), attorney for the Cherokee Nation,
on behalf of Cherokee claims and treaties.

McKee, John. Papers (ca. 1792—1825)

An Indian agent and congressman from Al-
abama, McKee (1771-1832) was appointed com-
missioner to the Cherokee in 1792 and two years
later made temporary agent. In 1802 he became
an agent to the Choctaw. During the Creek War
he was active in persuading other tribes to re-
main at peace with the U.S. He helped negotiate
the peace treaty with the Choctaw in 1816 and
the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek (1830). Al-
though the McKee Papers were badly burned in
a fire before they were donated to the Library,
four containers of letters are legible.

Medill, William. Papers (1834~64)

Medill (ca. 1805-65) was commissioner of In-
dian affairs from 1845 to 1849. Some of his corre-
spondence relates to Indian schools, removal of
Indians from Wisconsin, Cherokee treaties, and
other aspects of Indian relations.

Meigs, Return Jonathan I, I, and III in Meigs Family
Papers (1772—1862; microfilm)

An agent to the Cherokee (1801~23), Return
Jonathan Meigs I (1740—1823)‘was active in per-

v ,suading other tribes to remain at peace during

v

the Creek War. He was genuinely sympathetic
to the Indians and worked hard to improve
their lives through instruction and direction.
The collection also includes papers of his son,
Return Jonathan Meigs II (1764-1825), governor
of Ohio, and correspondence of his grandson,
Return Jonathan Meigs III (1801-91), a lawyer
and attorney general of Tennessee, concern-
ing primarily the removal of Creek frorﬁ“Alt
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abama and Choctaw from Mississippi Territory
(1831-34).

Morgan, George. Papers (1775-1822; part tran-
scripts and photocopies; microfilm)

Morgan (1743-1810) was an agent to the
Delaware tribe in what was called the Middle
Department of the Colonies. As Indian agent
during the Revolution, he dealt with the
Delaware, Shawnee, Mingo, and Wyandot tribes
in Virginia and Pennsylvania. Papers include a
report (1789) on the settled territory of the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers, and letters from Han-
cock, Lafayette, and others concerning Indian
affairs.

MICROFILM

Panton Leslie & Co. Papers (1780-1815; finding
aid; 26 reels)

Operating in Florida from the late eighteenth
through the mid-nineteenth centuries, this firm
generated tens of thousands of documents rele-
vant to its trade with the Cherokee, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Creek, Seminole, and other southeast-
ern tribes. More than 8,000 documents in English
and Spanish were selected from various collec-
tions for this microfilm edition.

Indian Rights Association Papers (1864—1973; find-
ing aid; 136 reels) '

Microfilms of originals in the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. For forty
years from its founding in 1882 in Philadelphia,
the Indian Rights Association was the major
non-governmental group to which Indians could
turn for protection and support and was the
primary source for non-Indians of information
about Indian affairs. In addition to its purpose of
protecting the interests and general welfare of
the Indians, the IRA also initiated, supported, or
opposed government legislation and policies de-
signed to “civilize” the American Indian.
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Indian Wars

Collections relating to military history are
among the most important and numerous held
by the Manuscript Division. The division’s hold-
ings contain material for the broad spectrum of
wars that erupted between Indian peoples and
whites, and perhaps those most often repre-
sented are the first two Seminole wars in Florida
and the battles that flared across the Great Plains
after the Civil War. The Seminole wars are espe-
cially well represented in the James Monroe Papers
and Andrew Jackson Papers (see the Presidential Pa-
pers section).

The following collections are among those
containing war-related materials:

Anderson, Robert. Papers (1819—1919; part photo-
copies; finding aid)

Anderson (1805-71) served in the U.S. Army
during the Black Hawk War, Seminole wars, and
the Cherokee removal.

Brown, Jacob Jennings. Papers (1812-28; micro-
film)

As a major general in command in the North
during the War of 1812, Brown (1775-1828) be-
came interested in the Indians beyond matters of
military strategy. His papers include “Memoran-
dum of the Tribes of Indians in the North-
West. . . . ,” with various statistics on the tribes
and their ways of life.

Burt, Elizabeth. Papers (1797—1917; microfilm)

Burt (1839-1936), the wife of an army offi-
cer, wrote letters to her daughter describing rela-
tions with Indian people, including Shoshone
Chief Washakie, and military life at Forts Bid-
well, Bridger, Laramie, D. A. Russell, Sanders,
Washakie, Missoula, Smith, Omaha, and Robin-
son. The papers also contain her typescript auto-
biography, “An Army Wife’s Forty Years in the
Service, 1862-1902.”
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Carlton, Caleb Henry. Papers (1831-1954; find-
ing aid)

Military papers, letters, and diaries from the
army sérvice of Carlton (1836~1923) in the 3rd,
7th, 8th, and 10th cavalries during the Plains
Wars mention the Comanche, Wichita, Kiowa,
Caddo, Cheyenne, Chemehuevi, Sioux, Snake,
and Nez Perce; Schofield’s attack on a Comanche
camp; and the Indian leaders Quannah Parker,
Satanta, and Dull Knife.

Carson, Christopher “Kit.” Collection (1842—69)

The collection of papers of Carson (1809-68),
famous trapper, guide, Indian agent, and colonel
of the 1st New Mexico Volunteers, includes the
heéadquarters letterbook for Carson’s Navajo ex-
pedition in New Mexico, July 11, 1863—May 17,
1864. The expeciition ended Navajo armed resis-
tance to the United States.

Clinch, Duncan Lamont. Papers (1834—59)

Clinch (1787-1849) was commander of Fort
King and other Florida fortifications at the start
of the Second Seminole War (1835-42). An order
book and a letterbook include his observations
about alleged depredations committed by Semi-
noles and escaped slaves aligned with them.

Clinton, George and James. Collection (1776-91;
microfilm)

James Clinton (1733-1812) was a Continental
Army officer and public official. His 1779 orderly
book mentions a treaty with the Six Nations, the
relations of different tribes to the English and
Americans, and orders given during the expedi-
tion against the Iroquois in New York.

Drennan, Daniel. Papers (1861-1904; part tran-
scripts; finding aid)

Military secretary to General Philip Sheridan
(1865~-88), Drennan (1840-1905) left papers re-
lating to Sheridan and other Civil War officers,

including two drafts of annual reports (1877 and
1883) submitted to the secretary of war by
William T. Sherman as General of the Army, and
giving much detail on the Nez Perce uprising
and other Indian campaigns. Papers include
news clippings of Sitting Bull, Geronimo, Custer,
Lt. John G. Bourke, the 1870 massacre of Piegans
in Montana, and many other Indian-related
matters.

Flournoy, Thomas. Papers (1812—46; microfilm)

Correspondence, including copies of Flour-
noy’s letters, is largely concerned with his com-
mand of the 7th Military District from headquar-
ters at New Orleans during the War of 1812. In
the South, the war principally involved combat
with the Creek Indians. In 1820, Flournoy
(1775—1857) was appointed U.S. commissioner
to bring about a treaty with the Creek Indians of
Georgia.

Godfrey, Edward Settle. Papers (1863—-1933; find-
ing aid)

Material relates to various Indian engage-
ments in the West in which Godfrey (1843-1932)
was involved, especially the battles of the Wa-
shita, Little Big Horn, and Bear Paw Mountains.

Hatch, John Porter. Papers (1843-68)

The papers consist primarily of letters written
home by Hatch (1822-1901), an army officer, de-
scribing his service in campaigns against the
Navajo and the Gila Apache in New Mexico and
Texas between 1851 and 1861.

Heintzelman, Samuel Peter. Papers (1822-1904;
finding aid; microfilm)

Correspondence, diaries, journals (1825-72),
military papers, maps, and clippings cover this
army officer’s participation in:the Seminole and
Creek Wars in Florida and Georgia (1835-42)
and his command of a fort among the Yuma In-
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dians in the 1850s. Heintzelman (1805-80) devel-
oped a deep interest in Indian culture and his
journals contain information especially about the
Colorado River tribes.

Hitchcock, Ethan Allen. Papers (1810-73; find-
ing aid)

The long military career of soldier and author
Hitchcock (1798-1870), a grandson of Revolu-
tionary patriot Ethan Allen, included Indian
duty in the Northwest from 1837 to 1840. In 1841,
he investigated the frauds against the Cherokee,
resulting in a highly controversial report that the
War Department tried to suppress. Correspon-
dence and a journal are particularly relevant to
his service in Florida, which involved campaigns
against the Seminole and their removal west
of the Mississippi. He also saw duty on the
Louisiana frontier in 1845, in the Mexican War,
and as commander of the Military Division of
the Pacific.

Hughes, Robert Patterson. Papers (1865-1909)
Among the small collection of papers of Maj.
Gen. Hughes (1839—1909) is an eight-page letter
he wrote to his wife when he was a captain in the
18th Infantry and an aide-de-camp to Gen. Al-
fred H. Terry. Written on June 30, 1876, five days
after the Battle of the Little Big Horn, it describes
the massacre of Custer’s command (Hughes was
one of the first officers to reach the scene) and in-
cludes a hand-drawn map keyed to his remarks.

Jesup, Thomas Sidney. Papers (1789—1907; find-
ing aid)

The official papers of this army quartermaster
general relate to his service in the War of 1812,
the Second Seminole War, and the Mexican War.
As US. commanding general (1836—38) against
the Seminole, Jesup (1788—1860) engineered the
capture of Osceola. The correspondence in the
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collection is largely between Jesup and his fellow
army officers.

Kautz, August Valentine. Papers (1846—1945; find-
ing aid)

Descriptive material accumulated by Kautz
(1828-95), an army officer, about Oregon and
Washington territories and the Indian nations
there, includes information on the trial and
execution of Nisqually Chief Leschi; diaries
(1857—95); news clippings on Apache, Mo-
have, Hualapai, Warm Springs, Rogue River,
Nisqually, Yakima, Puyallup; the Puget Sound
War, Wounded Knee, and views on anglicizing
Indian people.

McAdoo, William Gibbs. Papers (1786-1941; find-
ing aid)

The collection of this secretary of the treasury
(1913-18) and senator from California (1933—
39), William Gibbs McAdoo (1863—1941), con-
tains early family papers, among which are
the letterbooks (1806-15) of Gen. John Floyd
(1769—1855), who led Tennessee state troops in
campaigns against the Creek, and the diaries,
letterbooks, order books, and scrapbooks of
Charles R. Floyd (1797-1845), a Marine officer
who led Georgia state troops against the Chero-
kee. This portion of the collection is available
only on microfilm.

McArthur, Duncan. Papers (1783—1848)
McArthur (1772—1839) was active in military
and Indian affairs in the Northwest, beginning
with campaigns against the Shawnee in 1790.
The papers include military documents during
his command of the Army of the Northwest
(1814—15), when his task was to wrest influence
with tribes of the old Northwest from the Brit-
ish. In 1816, he served as Indian treaty commis-
sioner, resulting in cession of Indian lands in
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WARFARE
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GATEWAYS

Indian groups engaged in their own rivalries, bat-
tles, and ritualized contests before and after the
arrival of Europeans. But it is the warfare between
Indians and the new Americans that dominates
the printed record. Many of the earliest contacts
between North American Indians and European
explorers were hostile, from an eleventh-century
Norse attack on Northeast coast natives to Span-
ish battles in the Southeast and Southwest in the
sixteenth century. Indeed, friction between Indi-
ans and North American colonists developed into
war only fifteen years after the settlement of
Jamestown, and continued intermittently until the
late nineteenth century. Although the onset of
conflicts may have been triggered by various
events, the principal condition producing antago-
nism was the relentless American territorial ex-
pansion that threatened the Indian way of life.
The location of Indian-white wars in North
America moved gradually, and unevenly, inward
from the Atlantic Coast and northward from Mex-
ico. In the seventeenth century, wars occurred
mostly in eastern and northeastern North America
near the coast, in areas of British and Dutch colo-
nization, as well as in the Southwest, an area into
which the Spanish empire had expanded. In the
eighteenth century, before the American Revolu-
tion, the northeastern Indian-white wars generally
occurred farther inland, reaching into the Great
Lakes area, while new wars started in the South-
east. These eastern wars involved British and
French colonists and traders. Indian-Spanish war-
fare, meanwhile, continued in the Southwest, and
began in California. Indian-Russian warfare also
started in Alaska in the eighteenth century. From

the beginning of the American Revolution to 1850,
the new nation’s battles with Indians took place
chiefly in the Northeast, Old Northwest, and
Southeast, and also moved west of the Mississippi
River. In the rest of the nineteenth century, the
final Indian-U.S. wars mainly took place in the
Pacific Northwest, the Southwest, and the Plains.
Indian resistance was never taken lightly and
could be costly if done so. Indian tribes had inti-
mate knowledge of their own lands and resources
and often frustrated and prolonged government
counter efforts. Geronimo, Osceola, and Chijef
Joseph and his co-leaders, for example, demon-
strated leadership strategies that put their adver-
saries to considerable trouble and expense. And
the outcome of the Battle of the Little Big Horn is
just the most publicized example of Indian mili-
tary successes that shocked the non-Indian pub-
lic. The war conducted by Wampanoag leader
King Philip (Metacomet) and his allies in 1675
and 1676 is considered to be proportionally the
most costly American war in terms of human life
and material losses. Colonial losses were esti-
mated at 600 men, 1,200 houses burned, and
8,000 head of cattle lost. The Indian side of the
ledger, however, bespeaks the ultimate outcome
of continued conflicts with whites where battles
might be won but the war lost—3,000 Indian
men, women, and children were killed, and the
Wampanoag nation was nearly obliterated.

AOVOAOVYS

WHERE TO LOOK: The General Collections
through the Main Reading Room, and virtually
every special collection.
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Attack of the Seminoles on the Block House. Lithograph, 1837. PGA—Gray & James (A size). (LC-USZ62-11463, also LC-
USZC4-2397, color). Prints and Photographs Division.

For seven years, from 1835 to 1842, the Seminole Indians of Florida fiercely resisted attempts to remove them from their
homeland. The battle depicted in this lithograph took place at Lake Okeechobee on December 25, 1837. Zachary Taylor

won promotion to brigadier general for his leadership in the fight. The Seminole wars are richly documented in collections
in the Manuscript Division.
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Ohio to the U.S., and later represented Ohio in
congress (1823-25).

McCarthy, Michael. Papers (1865—1905; microfilm)
McCarthy (b. 1845) served continuously as a
sergeant in Co. H of the 1st U.S. Cavalry from
1869 to 1879. His journal, memoir, and scrap-
book cover his part in the Modoc War in Califor-
nia (including the capture of Captain Jack) and
southern Oregon (1872-73), while stationed at
Fort Harney, Oregon, and in the Nez Perce cam-
paign, Idaho Territory. He was awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for his actions at the
Battle of White Bird Canyon, June 17, 1877.

Nash, Edwin R. Diary (August 3—September 26,
1865)

Nash’s diary describes a two-month period
when, as a member of the Powder River Expedi-
tion, he led Omaha Indians against Dakotas.

Pershing, John Joseph. Papers (1882—1971; finding
aid; microfilm in part)

The papers of Pershing (1860-1948) contain
materials relating to his early career with the 6th
Cavalry during the 1886—g9o Apache campaigns
in Arizona and New Mexico; his participation in
the Sioux campaigns in South Dakota (1890-91);
and his role in the round-up of Cree Indians for
deportation to Canada.

Pratt, Richard Henry. Papers (1862-1964; part
transcript)

Pratt (1840—1924) was an army officer in wars
against the Kiowa, Comanche, Cheyenne, and
Arapaho, and commanded Tonkawa scouts in
Texas and Indian scouts in Oklahoma. He was
ordered to accompany Kiowa prisoners to Fort
Marion, Florida, and became interested in edu-
cating them. Pratt’s interest led to a seminal role
in the development of Indian education. He was
an organizer of the Indian education department
at Hampton Institute, Va., and founder and su-

perintendent of Carlisle Indian School. The col-
lection includes his manuscript autobiography
and typewritten copies of his military record and
Civil War diary (the originals of which are at
Yale University, together with his Carlisle Indian
School papers).

Reid, John. Papers (1802—42)

Reid (1784-1816) served as Andrew Jackson’s
aide-de-camp in the War of 1812, involving
campaigns against the Creek and at New Or-
leans. Letters written to family members almost
weekly relate in full the events of that time
(1813—-16). Reid was co-author of Life of Andrew
Jackson, Major General in the Service of the United
States, 1817.

Rhodes, Charles Dudley. Papers (1885-1940)

A typescript copy of his journal, “Diary Notes
of a Soldier” (1885-1919), relate particularly to
the service of Rhodes (1865-1948) as a 6th Cav-
alry officer during the 1890 Brulé Sioux (or Pine
Ridge) War, involving the Ghost Dance.

Root, Elihu. Papers (1863—1937; finding aid)

Root (1845-1937) was Theodore Roosevelt’s
secretary of war (1899—1904). Army reports and
correspondence (1890o—95) deal with the 18go
U.S. attack on the Sioux at Wounded Knee.

Schofield, John McAllister. Papers (1837-1906; find-
ing aid)

Sheridan, Philip Henry. Papers (1853—88; part tran-
scripts; finding aid)

Sherman, William Tecumseh. Papers (1759-1897;
part photocopies; finding aid; microfilm)

These three large collections chronicle the ac-
tions of successive commanders-in-chief of the
“Army of the Frontier” following the Civil War
when they oversaw thg relocation of American
Indians from their tribal lands on the Plains and
in the Black Hills onto reservations. Both Sheri-
dan (1831-88) and Sthofield (1831-1906) also
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had substantial experience fighting Indians be-
fore the Civil War. Schofield was dispatched to
Florida during the Second Seminole War; Sher-
man (1820—91) saw duty against the same tribe
in that state during the 1840s; and Sheridan faced
the Yakima in the Pacific Northwest.

Scott, Hugh Lenox. Papers (1845-1981; part photo-
copies; finding aid; partial microfilm)

The papers include details of this army
officer’s campaigns against the Sioux, Nez Perce,
and Cheyenne between 1876 and 1883, including
observations about Custer, Chief Joseph, and the
Apache. Scott (1853-1934) also studied Plains
Indian languages for the Army and the Smith-
sonian Institution (there are materials on Plains
sign language and a grammar book of Dakota).
He was a member of the Board of Indian Com-
missioners from 1919 to 1933.

White, John Chester. Memoir (1861-1921)

An officer in the 17th, 19th, and 21st Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers and the 11th US. Infantry,
White’s memoir includes comments on the con-
duct of Indian soldiers during the Civil War and
on the western frontier.

Explorers and Adventurers

The division holds several collections that de-
scribe the experiences of Euro-American ex-
plorers through country occupied by Indian
tribes before and after they were confined to
reservations.

Beale, Edward Fitzgerald section in Beale Family
Papers (1801-1957; finding aid)

E. F. Beale (1822-93) was appointed general
superintendent of Indian affairs for California
and Nevada by President Fillmore in 1852. His
1858 journal relates to a survey through Indian
country for a wagon road from Arkansas to the
Colorado River.

ERIC
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Chittenden, Newton H. Papers (1873—-1920)

More of an adventurer than an explorer, Chit-
tenden’s scrapbooks record his travels across the
continent in 1884, 1888, and 1889. He traveled
3,400 miles on burro and foot through the
Southwest, Northwest Coast, and Central Plains.
The collection includes descriptions and hand-
drawn copies of Indian rock paintings; a photo
album of Indian tribes from the Southwest and
California (Yuma, Cahuilla, and Hopi); pho-
tographs of Northwest Coast artifacts Chitten-
den collected; and general Plains pictures.

Freeman, Thomas. Collection (1806—73; finding aid;
microfilm)

This small segment of the Peter Force Collection
contains a 141-page manuscript entitled “An Ac-
count of the Red River, in Louisiana, drawn up
from the returns of Messrs. Freeman and Custis
to the War Office of the U.S. who explored the
same, in the year 1806.” The report was pub-
lished very early in the nineteenth century (there
is a copy in the Rare Book and Special Collec-
tions Division). In 1804, Jefferson commissioned
Freeman (d. 1821) and Peter Custis to explore
what would soon be part of the Louisiana Pur-
chase. During their voyage, they classified and
described the flora and fauna, and visited the
largest settlement of the Caddo Indians and the
Coushatta Village.

Ingraham, Joseph. Journal (1790—92; microfilm)

Ingraham (1762—-1800) was a navigator, trader,
and explorer whose 208-page journal describes
a voyage of the brigantine Hope from Boston to
the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), stopping on the
Northwest Coast. It includes descriptions and
color illustrations of Indians.

Lander, Frederick West. Papers (1836—94; finding
aid; microfilm)

Printed and manuscript material represents
the efforts of Lander (1821-62), chief civil
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engineer for the Northern Pacific Railroad, to
find an alternate route to the Oregon Trail and
his consequent negotiations with the Paiute led
by Chief Winnemucca, especially when he acted
as special agent for Indians along the Honey
Lake Wagon Road in 1858 and 1859.

McClellan, George B. Papers (1823—-98; finding aid;
microfilm)

The voluminous papers of army officer
McClellan (1826-85) include diaries, correspon-
dence, reports, military papers, and field and en-
gineering notebooks relating to his participation
in two expeditions in which he encountered In-
dians: the 1851 Red River Expedition and the
1853—54 Pacific Railway Survey in Washington
Territory. Of particular interest is McClellan’s
manuscript report “The Indian Inhabitants of
Washington Territory,” which contains appen-
dices and a Comanche alphabet.

Nicollet, Joseph Nicholas. Papers (1832—43; mi-
crofilm)

Nicollet (1786-1843) was a scientist and geog-
rapher who visited the upper Mississippi during
the 1830s and compiled a variety of notes about
the tribes of the region, including dictionaries
and grammars of the Dakota and the Ojibwa. He
also made observations about the Choctaw and
the Osage. The papers include journals of Fran-
cis A. Chardon concerning his experiences at
and around Fort Clark in the upper Missouri
country among the Mandan and Gros Ventre.

Peale, Titian Ramsay. Journals (1819-42; micro-
film)

Peale (1799—-1885) was artist and assistant nat-
uralist with the Stephen Long Expedition by
steamboat down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers
and up the Missouri, during which he kept a
journal (May 3-August 1, 1819). The collection
also includes his 1838 -42 journals when he was
naturalist with the U.S. Exploring Expedition.
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Volume 7 relates to Oregon and California, and
includes references to encounters with Indians.
The latter was published as Overland Journey from
Oregon to California, G. Dawson, ed. 1957
(E856.E174 vol. 36); also Microform 84/128E;
also as part of Titian Ramsay Peale and His Journals
of the Wilkes Expedition, Jessie Poesch, ed., 1961
(Q11.P612 vol. 52, pp. 190-8.)

Talbot, Theodore. Papers (1837—67; microfilm)

Talbot’s diary, “Notes of a Journey” (1843-44),
kept on Frémont’s second expedition, describes
the route across Kansas and along the Oregon
Trail. He encounters numerous Indian tribes and
characterizes the Shawnee and Delaware as “re-
markably brave and intelligent,” and the Pawnee
as ferocious. Talbot also touches briefly on the
Sioux and the Shoshone.

Weber, Charles Henry. Journal (185g; part tran-
script)

Observations as he traveled between St. Louis,
Missouri, and Fort Benton, Montana, via the
Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers, May 28-
August 16, 185g. Weber visited, and gave a liter-
ate and entertaining account of, a number of
Pawnee, Omaha, Sioux, and other tribal settle-
ments.

European Colonial Administrations

The Manuscript Division’