DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 423 493 CG 028 726

AUTHOR Vos-Browning, Rhamona

TITLE Beyond Oppression: Opening the Door to Lesbian, Gay,
Transgender & Bisexual Youth.

INSTITUTION Youthquest! Lesbian and Gay Youth Society of British
Columbia, Port Coquitlam.

PUB DATE 1998-01-00

NOTE 21p.

AVAILABLE FROM Youthquest!, 1959 Langan Ave., Port Coquitlam, British

Columbia, Canada V3C 1L1; Tel: 604-944-6293; Fax:
604-944-6295; e-mail: yquest@hotmail.com; Web site:
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/9992

PUB TYPE Opinion Papers (120)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Adolescents; *Bisexuality; Foreign Countries; Homophobia;
*Homosexuality; Lesbianism; Sexual Identity; Social
Development; Young Adults; Youth Programs

IDENTIFIERS British Columbia; *Transsexuals

ABSTRACT

Youthquest! Lesbian and Gay Youth Society of British
Columbia provides secure, supportive and comfortable social venues where
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth can meet and explore the
social, historic, intellectual, and emotional reality of their identity. The4
organization also provides education and information, and promote
dialogue and understanding between youth of diverse orientations and
backgrounds. This publication provides information and a creative outlet in a
newsletter format. Topics include (1) mission statement and explanation of
language; (2) index and society information; (3) "Elegy to a Queer Kid," poem
by Roisin Mongey; (4) "Oppression: Reality 101"; (5) "Cursed," poem by
Nothing Wolfe; (6) "validation"; (7) "Organization," which provides
information about Youthquest drop-in resocurce center programs, including
volunteer protocols, positions, committees and working groups, community
partners and resources; (8) "To Justify Hate-Four Little Lies," an article
regarding policies and data sources on homosexuality in British Columbia,
which includes a glossary and bibliography. (EMK)

Khhkrhkhhkrhkrhhhkhhdhkrrdhhbhhbhhbhhrhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhkhhhhhhkhhhkhhkhhhhkhhhhhhkhhkhkhhkhhhhhhk

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* from the original document. *
I AR R AR R R R R R A R R R AR AR AR AR AR R R R R R R R 2R R R RS R AR 2R 2R 2 22X 22 R a2 R 2 a2 s 2 a2 2 a2 2l ts sy

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ED 423 493

)
o
N
00
o
=
O
O

Youthquest! Lesbian and Gay Youth Society of British Columbia

Beyond Oppression:

Opening the Door to Lesbian,
Gay, Transgender & Bisexual Youth

Rhamona Vos-Browning

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS
BEEN GRANTED BY

R. Vos-Browning

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Educational Research and Improvement
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

O This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization
originating it.

O Minor changes have been made to
improve reproduction quality.

®  Points of view or opinions stated in this
document do not necessarily represent
official OERI position or policy.

)



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Educational R and | t
EDUCATIONALCREESOgRECRE% )INFORMATION
NTER ( ST S
O This document has been reproduced as 2 i ;\.:_-:5_\\ _"_‘_;_;_.
received trom the person or orgemzation A o %e—:::{;__"_::“", et = 7=
oniginating it. — : - S T e Rt e R
© Minor changes have been mads to mprove = : T e s
reproduction quahty P ’ . =

@ Points of view or opinions stated in this docy-
ment do nol necessanly represent official
OERI posiion or policy

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

RV os R Rmong o

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”

5 o - ._”/"“
Sea

— '-: = -
At T .—'f"'_,<_.:.__¢:-:-—:—-’ : 5
——— 5= == o O




Incorporated in 1993, Youthquest! Lesbian and C=zv Yauth Society of British Columbia is a leading provider of.
community-based educational outreach and services for gay, lesbian, transgender, bisexual and two-spirited
youth in British Columbia.

Youthquest! pioneered local community-based support, information and advocacy service delivery for ‘gay’ and
questioning youth in British Columbia. Youthquest! has opened the door to ‘gay’ youth throughout the Lower
Mainland and Fraser Valley by providing support and advocacy programs through drop-in centers located in
Abbotsford, New Westminster, Port Moody and Surrey. Through expanding On-line services, peer contact and
screened resources will soon be available to youth through-out B.C. and the Yukon Territories.

Youthquest! aotively pursues educational outreach to youth service providers, educational facilities, youth
service and community organizations; and is involved in community work directed at eliminating institutionalized
homophobia and heterosexism in all youth-focused institutions and services.

Youthquest! is volunteer based and has no paid staff at this time. it is youth focused, and youth run.
Youthquest!'s limited core funding is derived from donations and community fundraising projects. The lack of
stable core-funding poses the greatest threat to the continuation of Youthquest!'s successful programs.

Mission Statement: REC

To promote positive lesblan/gay/transgender/blsexual lmages through a speakers senes that would
feature busmess leaders, muslctans, clergy, politicians and others

celebrate who they are, fully and wrthout shame or apology

Explanation of terms: Debate is currently raging within the adult lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender communities over the words we use to self-identify ourselves. For the
purposes of this paper, however, | will respect the wishes of our youth membership. "Queer” (or
“‘gay & transgender’) will be used when referring to our collective communities. Lesbian, gay,

transgendered, TG and bisexual will be used when referring-to member communities of the
collective.

Cover art by Roisin Mongey, 1996, oil pastel on white bond.
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'ELEGY.TOA:QUEER' ERKID -

A fag handed hlmself to Lev1t1cus last night
And we all heard a sax playing m—between o
some senseless mountains. -~ - N
The last ﬂash of hghtmng made us count the
time =~ .7 Yoot

I saw his fancy stepplng, h1s heels k1ck up in
delight, - e
flick of the wnst, hpsnck smack-smack-
smacking, - . - o
getupoffa dust-hcked stench Wrenchmg
You're just a kid, a queer none the more.
Less hate ain’t so bad if you can’t feel it, if
you just close it.

Look into these eyes when I speak to your
soul, :

don’t watch the glass prick

flick of a fag, lipstick smack-smack-melting,
It doesn’t matter to the born agains -

who tell me what I feel then splt into these
eyes, :.": Rty 2 i .
These eyes, these queer queer eyes
that see those rainbows

as you do, only a little more, i .
oh freedom’s just another word for - PRIDE.
But guess what? Another queer kid di d ;
Serves h1m nght the fuckmg falry -

-Falry Fa1ry kill the little fairy- "

Asses to the wall, steel toes to the test,
Metal on toot.h knee on eye blood
everywhere -

Its all his and his doing,
the boys didn’t have time,
~And oooooohh, )

1t descends upon our cries, on the masses of
dykes and fags and queers and lezs and -
HOE-MO-SEX-YOU-ALLS .* ' o
We have to keep hv1ng, so that the tales are
still told and > - )
Memories of a hell- bent stone of wall
Revives itself in ‘69 ek R
Although I“am'a“human bem -4
So is hHe, lmean,jwas o g o
My feet are so hot they’re peehng and
feeling. Once, o

Just once, I nearly stood close to that ﬁre but

WHOA

it rang through each of us hke a well loaded
We re still here and stlll queer and the
hghtmng e

It oesn’t matter anyway lm ]ust some
queerkid, .. -
with sin on her bra1n and AIDS and s -
molestatnon and e e T

We realla bunch of queer kids.”

" Are you listening? =~
Iam raglng and through caglng
your disbelief. o oo
'I’ve always’ known and so

Another Queer Kid. = -

- Ronsm Mongey, 17
S for a fnend lost to sumde 1996




oppression:

Youthquest!'s drop-in program has none of the pomp and ceremony of Military Cadets; none of
Scouting’s merit badges; no 12 steps. For some casual observers, this begs the question: Can the
program provide long term benefits to youth? '

The short answer is a resoundirig YES! Why that is may take longer to explain.

reality 101:

In a 'crime and punishment' context, enforced isolation via physical segregation is a preferred method
of dealing with individuals whose behavior is deemed inappropriate. Prisons are used to isolate,
segregate, individuals deemed undesirable. Separation from the group is sufficiently unpleasant to
serve as punishment. Even within the prison system, isolation is further used as a punishment for
‘problematic’ inmates. Variations of this theme - isolation from the group - have been used in virtually all
cultures throughout the ages as punishment. )
Social isolation does not physically separate an individual from the group, but it does effectively
segregate individuals emotionally and psychologically. The effects of social isolation are devastating,
and are widely acknowledged as being amongst the most harmful aspects of queer childhood and
adolescence [1]. )

Social isolation, as experienced by queer youth, is rooted in one startling parallelism:
queer youth become aware of their sexual orientation/gender identity
at the same time they become aware of societal disapproval of who they are.

Adolescence is a time of exploring romantic and sexual feelings. It is where we leam appropriate ways
to express affection, attraction, romantic emotions, sexual urges and gender roles. A gay or
transgendered child’s growing awareness of his/her sexual orientation or gender identity, and the
negative societal reaction to it, become inextricably interwoven. Negative stereotypes are internalized,
a process known as intemalized homophobia. Shame, confusion and inferiority cover all aspects of
romantic and sexual feelings, and, ultimately, the child’s overall self image [2]. The fear of "exposure”
colours every aspect of a child’s life. Being gay or transgendered warps into a secret which, if exposed,
threatens disapproval, rejection, ridicule, and physical attack.

The consequences are many [3]. Queer children feel the same intense need to be 'part of the group’
experienced by heterosexual children. Many go through the motions of heterosexual ‘dating’. Some
become over-achievers, focusing everything on an athletic or academic pursuit, allowing the child to
avoid age-peer conflicts. Some will gain access to 'peer group' by taking on a radical persona - druggie,
dealer, drinker, petty criminal - deflecting attention, real and imagined, from their sexual orientation or
gender identification conflicts. By far and large, most will just struggle through, hiding their secret at all
costs, and keeping their confusion, their pain and their loneliness to themselves. They live two lives;
'one public, one internal. This pattern is so common it may be thought of as the ‘norm’.

The effects of internalized homophobia and those of being 'closeted’ are well documented [4], and are
rooted in a gay child’s adolescent experience. Children struggling with sexual orientation or gender
identity issues perceive real bariers and rarely share their struggle with school staff, counselors,
doctors, or clergy. Queer children learn, via observation and experience, an anticipation of rejection.
Seldom do they access guidance, support or counseling resources - even in those infrequent situations
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where the resource may be queer-positive. Transgendered adolescents are especially vulnerable:

.. gender dysphoria and gender identity are issues with which few youth professionals are aquatinted, let

alone qualified to address [5]. Gay and transgendered children show an elevated risk of developing self
destructive behavior (anorexia, bulimia, drugs, alcohol, high risk sexual behavior, self mutilation, risk-
taking, even suicide) [6], but rarely dot they risk "outing" themselves to a an adult professional [7].

-BJ, 19(1994) .

Denied the opportunity to express romantic or sexual feelings, they are likely to focus all their emotional
needs onto any person they may chance upon who is receptive, leaving them highly vulnerable to
sexual predators. The need to be held and acknowledged is strong, and too often gay chiidren,
believing they have no alternatives, will do anything to stay with someone who gives them that sense of
acceptance: bad love is better than no love.

he.scars my face, .

cursed  in
R my body, my mind -

as he wishes-rrie:tc b’é" N

he watches over me,
his. stare burning into my"- -

his hands covering my- eyes‘
his fingers,

‘he holds me
raping me of |
of my- love
of my passion
of my-beauty
of my appeaI S
keeping me: hldden away

with which i am cursed”

i snapa
spit at hrm o
;t_rymg,_to releasefmyself from
‘his restraints =

leaving me with his memory‘“_

im,

as l watch

‘his tongue entering me

he Iaps at my wounds

piercing me:
his fingers-are.
brushlng over my skin. E
rnjec’ang me with his ecstasy, f

'darmrng its wrf

there is no escape :
he has bhnded me wrth h|s

for the purpose of his games sex ..o Lt
& and drug h h'is love.
i see the smile on his face . locking me 3
whenever 1 clcse my eyes; . warm place

'he fights the match * % -
bnnglng the flame. clos .
i can feel his.heat - .-

the passionate pain

as his.con
slave -

pleasures

School and home offer little shelter. Gay youth are frequently the victims of violence at the hands of
fellow students and family members [8]. More subtle but even more damaging is the steady barrage of
negative images and messages coming from the school yards, pop culture icons, media, youth
professionals, clergy, teachers [9], and parents. This onslaught of degrading images creates and
enforces the negative self-image held by many queer youth. Unlike youth from other minorities, sexual
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minority youth are unlikely to receive any support from their families. Indeed, families are often the first
to reject queer youth. Simply, queer youth have no one to share with; few if any, role models [10]; and
few sources of support. The resulting loss of self-esteem is manifested in a heightened risk of AIDS
and sexually transmitted disease infection, poor health choices, increased likelihood of drug and
alcohol abuse, heightened likelihood of involvement with social services or the justice system, and a
tragic loss to the society at large [11].

Many gay youth grow up believing the same gay stereotypes as their straight school mates: that AIDS
is inevitable (so why bother with abstinence or safer sex); that God and church have no room for them,
that long-term friendships and romantic relationships are impossible; that they will live bitter, lonely
lives: that adult homosexuals are sexual predators and child molesters; that straight people universally
hate queers; that we have no history, have made no contributions to the cultures we come from; that
we don't have families; that failure is inevitable. They access queer-youth drop-ins desperate for
validation but with little trust in the future.

validation:

The Youthquest! drop-infresource centre program delivers support and resource services to youth,
parents and youth professionals in the home community. The drop-ins and the community activities
they generate create a visible lesbian, gay and transgender presence in regions where invisibility is the
norm, providing the first step in combating both isolation and stereotyping. The presence of the °
program offers support even to youth who are unable to access it. .

Short Hime but T am already <

J L\dve been 'éﬁfeﬁai;\g.Yng . ‘ ‘amc 1 with
clraw from e.acl'\ o’rl'\_erj_..;'Ydi}dL\q u_é_é’r! is é'he'

the power and strength that w

we, as yout .
of the veﬂ‘_{few er\vwor\me,nfswl'\eregjclon need to wear a mask. Most 'iy'\:p__gﬁ_ani-ly,'

J am 'eari\ir{g;- ar\cl kel P""g oﬂ\ers +o learn,fo love évéﬁf part qf ourselves as

opposed to _it}\sf'fl'\é_ paﬂ's fkai* 'a;ffe;»-.?..';’ socna”y déc-gpfqble. ..... o

Patricia K., 16 (1996)

Drop-ins provide highly isolated and vulnerable youth the opportunity to find peer support and
friendship in an atmosphere free of judgment and ridicule. It introduces them to queer and queer-
positive adult role models. The program is the spring board to the development of a growing queer and
queer positive youth social network which facilitates youth supporting youth. It allows queer teens the
opportunity to date and pursue age-appropriate romantic relationships- something taken for granted by
heterosexual youth throughout their school years but denied the majority of queer teens [12]. In slang
terms, the drop-ins are hang-outs - a “queer 7-11": a place to socialize, access resources, network, eat
junk food and to relax.

Peer group, together with the support of gay, lesbian and transgender role models [13], has a

‘remarkable impact on lesbian, gay, transgender and bisexual youth. Peer social support and adult role

models successfully counteract internalized homophobia and transphobia, and demonstrate
stereotypes for what they are: lies. Fear and shame are replaced with confidence and pride. Peer
group fosters the sense of inclusion, of belonging to a community. Confidence and self esteem
frequently emerge with explosive enthusiasm. Drop-in participants move from a perspective of
resignation to one of active participation in addressing the issues which affect their lives. A sense of
“future” develops, a belief that life may just be worth living.
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These developments have a positive effect on an adolescents overall ‘life-attitude’, including attitudes

.. toward sexual health. Peer pressure reinforces the wisdom of abstinence and safer sex principles. The

social support and resource access found throughout the drop-in program provide real support apd
atternatives for youth. The opportunity to socialize at the drop-ins, and to ‘party’ at larger social
functions, allow youth to develop social skills in drug and alcohol free environments, reducing the
dependency on ‘social lubricants’.

J instantly felt as flr\ouelr\ J fitin. The fgelirjg f:lb'- ._:r\g. around peoéle-ykov kaa beenﬂr}fougk wlr\af J had
wbs.wor'\derful..'."fi‘J:Ka{)e'"s';'u'c:k'éls"upp-orf”éji:" ou

uflf\ques‘l", thatJ t(nownochouldfaceanyﬂ‘\mg or AHYOne
ir\.my life WL\O may_conde}nnvme. A [P [ OO D e

Bryan K., 17 (1996)

The peer support network and adult role modeling have an empowering effect; youth participants move
from being victims to being survivors. They are significantly less vulnerable to the manipulations of
sexual predators; less likely to develop chemical dependencies; less likely to engage in ‘risk taking’
behaviors. Drop-in participants become motivated to improve family relationships, find ways to stay in
or reenter school, join training programs, and develop an attitude of social responsibility and -
participation.

Organization:

Youthquest! is a volunteer based registered charitable education and service agency. Youthquest!
receives no government or agency funding: Funding for ongoing services is derived from community
fundraising projects and donations.

Youthquest! provides resource and support services at the local level, via on-line services, drop-
infresource centers and community outreach. Thousands of hours of volunteer dedication have made
possible the delivery of service to over 300 youth bulletin board callers and over 500 drop-in clients .

[14]. Since 1993, Youthquest! has presented at hundreds of information meetings, in-service training
sessions, and work shops. ' !

Drop-in sites outside of the Lower Mainland - Fraser Valley region are operated under an afﬂliat@on
agreement, detailing general protocols and policies. Affiliated drop-in sites have autonomy regarding
program development, within the standards and policies set by the Society.

Youthquest! is governed by one overriding principal: the empowerment of youth. Our organizational
structure is youth focused and dependent on youth participation. To ensure youth representation at the
Board level, the position of Youth Liaison (or ‘youth rep’), was formed. Each drop-in site elects two
representatives, who act as shop stewards for that site. The youth reps form the Youth Advisory
Council, ensuring a strong, effective youth voice at the Board level.

Volunteer protocols:

Youthquest! defines two categories of volunteer: youth and adult. The category of youth volunteer
recognizes the desirability of having active youth members become involved at the volunteer level, but
also recognizes the need for youth to have free access to the drop-in program as a social venue. To
that end, youth volunteers are not prohibited from engaging in social and romantic relationships with
other youth members, but are restricted from serving as drop-in volunteers.

Adult volunteers are defined as any individual eighteen years of age or older, who has not participated
in the drop-in program within eighteen months prior to making a volunteer application.

9
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The intake procedure is universal, regardiess of the volunteer position being applied for. A detailed

_ intake interview is held with the prospective volunteer. The volunteer candidate is provided with a

criminal record search form, which must be completed and returned to our office by the police prior to
any shift assignment. The candidate is also required to read and sign a statement of confidentiality, an

~ agreement to observe drug and alcohol policies, and an agreement to observe Youthquest! policies

regarding interaction and relationships between volunteers and clients.

With the paper work in order, -the volunteer candidate is assigned six to eight orientation shifts,
supervised by a senior volunteer. The candidate is evaluated during the orientation period, and, if
successful, will be placed on regular rotation under the supervision of experienced volunteers for an

additional six months. Training workshops are offered several times throughout the year.
Positions:

Youth volunteers: Youth volunteers are an intrinsic part of Youthquest!, and work in a wide range of
capacities. They organize and staff fundraising events; keep the office computers working; maintain our
bulletin board service (bbs); manage our web site and cyber bbs; attend meetings and work with
various in-house and community. committees; manage the Youthquest! office and perform a host of
miscellaneous duties.

Adult volunteers: Adutt volunteers are a welcome and integral component of the Youthquest! structure.
Adult volunteers provide experience and guidance, without usurping ownership. They are role models -
and mentors; maintain the drop-in sites; and serve as an invaluable resource to both the youth
membership and the Society. Adult volunteers also serve as bookkeepers, help with fundraising,
cultivate resources in the general community, advocate on behalf of youth, and serve as coordinators.

Youth reps: Each drop-in site elects up to two individuals who act as representatives for the youth
membership. Youth reps attend and participate at Board meetings, initiate group activities, assist with
the organization of events and fundraising efforts; and ensure that the youth membership is kept
informed about Society activities. Most importantly, youth reps are responsible for maintaining a clear,
strong youth voice at ali administrative levels.

Coordinators: Coordinators may be youth or adult volunteers, and are responsible for ensuring that a
particular component of Society endeavor runs smoothly. Currently, there are five coordinators on staff:
Volunteer, Youth activities, On-line services and Office, directed by the General Coordinator. ’

Community Resources: Recognizing the relative wealth of skills and abilities aiready available in many
communities, Youthquest! has chosen not to establish its own counselling bureaucracy, but rather to
work, where ever possible, with established service providers.

In-service training and education provided to community and school-based service providers regarding
sexual and gender identity issues opens the range of services available to lesbian, gay and
transgender youth within a given community.

A benefit of this approach is that we have also been able to assemble a growing gay positive resource
base which often makes services available pro bono or at token rates, to youth referred through the

“drop-in program. This approach is cost effective, avoids service duplication and involves the general

community in the drop-in program.

Youthquest! has adopted the concept of “the Wheel”, a method of making normally expensive services
available to youth who could not otherwise access them. In the Wheel, a service provider (such as a
counselor), will provide service to a youth in exchange for the youth then donating volunteer time to a
community service agency. in this way, the value of the service is reinforced, and the youth is
introduced to the value community service.
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Speakers Program: Speakers from a variety of backgrounds, careers and vocations talk about their
field of interest and iead discussion groups. Through the Speakers Program, queer youth are
introduced to fields of endeavor and opportunity previously thought to be closed to them, illustrating in
yet one more way that, indeed, there are no limits to human potential.

comumittees and working groups:

The Review Committee: It is paramount that all youth participating in the drop-in program not only feel
safe, but are safe. We are also aware that any volunteer screening process will not be absolutely
reliable. To further guard against the possible abuse of it's youth membership, Youthquest! has
established an independent body called The Review Committee. The Committee's main function is to
provide the youth membership with a safe forum in which to voice complaints regarding volunteer
conduct. All affiliated programs are required to initiate Review Committees in their areas.

Note: Review Committee Information is posted at all drop-in sites.

Youth Advisory Council: The youth liaisons come together in a formalized body called the Youth
Advisory Council, which meets monthly. The Council acts in an advisory capacity, and contributes to
the formation of policy on all issues affecting the society.

Cyber Volunteers: Maintain and staff Youthquest!’s computer bbs, and other on-line projects.

Ad hock committees: Various groups and committees, including the Poster Design Group and the

Parade Committee. These informal working groups form around specific projects, terminating with -
project completion.

community:
c o P - oroiect fundi

¢  United Church of Canada, BC Conference (Van Dusen Fund) Start-up funding for Youthquest!’s Abbotsford drop-in program.
The Church has also provided a strong letter of support from Executive Secretary Brian Thorpe. 1994 _

¢  Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Women’s Equality, Vancouver School Board, ‘You Are Not Alone’
poster youth out-reach project with partners Gay and Lesbian Educators and Vancouver Lesbian Connection. 1994.

¢  VanCity Credit Union: Van City provided majority funding for the “Mobile Visxblhty Project”. MVP was a youth out-reach project
developed jointly by Youthquest! and The Centre. 1996

e  Vancouver Community Services, The Vanguard Project & the Gay and Lesbian Business Association, provided
additional funding for the “Mobile Visibility Project” in 1996.

¢ Government of Canada, Youth Services Canada Grant ($170,000) Grant development team and steering committee with
partners Ridge Meadows Parks and Leisure Services, Meadow Ridge Rotary Club, Pitt Meadows RCMP, Maple Ridge
RCMP, Pitt Meadows Volunteer Fire Department, Maple Ridge Volunteer Fire Department, Maple Ridge Reconnect,
1996-7.

e  United Way of the Lower Mainland, Casting the Rainbow Project ($15,000, 50% of project total) Project to review and develop
volunteer recruitment strategies which will diversify volunteer participation in Youthquest!'s drop-in program. 1997-98.

¢ Vancouver Foundation, Casting the Rainbow Project ($15,000, 50% of project total) Project to review and develop volunteer
recruitment strategies which will diversify volunteer participation in Youthquest!’s drop-in program. 1997-98

¢  Government of Canada, Youth Services Grant (($140,000) Grant development team and steering committee with partners
Ridge Meadows Parks and Leisure Services, Pitt Meadows Lions Club, Pitt Meadows and & Maple Ridge RCMP, Pitt
Meadows & Maple Ridge Volunteer Fire Departments, Maple Ridge Community Service Council Reconnect, Ridge-
Meadows Diversion Program, Maple Ridge Alcohol and Drug Services, Maple Ridge Family Education Centre,
Ministry of Children and Families, 1997-8.

e  Susan Tabata, Tabata Production Associates: “Shaking the Tree”, Educational documentary video with discussion guide for
secondary school educators, 1996.
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Susan Tabata, Tabata Production Associates: “Talk to Me”, Educational documentary video with discussion guide for secondary
school students, 1996. -

WestCoast Coalition for Human Dignity: “Choose Dignity, Act Out Against Hate: a Kit for Fighting Hate”, Anti-hate education
work kit, 1996.

Marion Crook, Self Counsel Press: “Suicide: teens talk to teens” , Self-help and resource book for teens, 1997.

McCreary Centre Society, Adolescent Health Survey, LGBT youth component, 1997.

International Foster Care Organization: “Fostering: A Circle of Caring”, Youth, Children and Infants Sub-Committee”, 1995.
Canadian Youth Foundation: “Youth for Youth Health in Canada”, Conference, 1995.

University of British Columbia, Continuing Education in the Health Sciences: “1995 Women, Children and Youth HIV/AIDS”,
Conference, 1995.

Douglas College: “Safety Fair ‘95, Community Resource Fair, 1995

"AfSliation of Mulitcultural Societies and Service Agencies of B.C.: “Mulitcultural Youth Leadership Conference 1996: Live Life!

Walk a Mile in My Shoes”, Conference workshop, 1996.

“The Thin Edge of the Wedge: a working conference on the erosion of equity rights in Canada”, Conference, 1996.

Unison Unitarian Church: Unison Service “Youth Issues”, Church service, 1997.

University of British Columbia, School of Social Work: “8th Social Work Symposium, Research Day - Working with Diverse
Communities”, Conference panel group, 1997.

Society for Community Development: “Together Against Violence”, Community working group, 1997 - ongoing.

Malaspina University-College/Nanaimo Family Life Association: “Being with Children, Youth and Families Conference”,
(Nanaimo) Conference workshop and panel, 1997 '

Red Cross Abuse Prevention Services (New Westminster) volunteer training panel. 1997 -ongoing.

Red Cross Abuse Prevention Services (New Westminster) and Youth Volunteer Corps of Canada, planning committee for local

program of Youth Volunteer Corps. 1997

Vancouver General Hospital, Centre for Sexuality, Gender Identity and Reproductive Health: “Gender Dysphoria Program Meeting
with Community Groups”, Community working group, 1997 - ongoing.

Rainbow BC Conference, Youth Stream, 1997

Youth, Children and AIDS Conference, workshop presentation, 1998.

Additional C ity P (Pri .

Abbotsford Community Services - Reconnect (donated drop-in space, referrals, information & resource sharing,)

Boundary Health Unit (health assessment programs, referrals, information & resource sharing) )

Centre for Sexuality, Gender Identity & Reproductive Health - Gender Dysphoria Program, Vancouver General Hospital (service
provider panel, referrals, information & resource sharing)

First Line Children and Youth Service Providers (OutReach panel, strategy development, information & resource sharing)
Foundation for the Advancement of Transgendered Persons Equality (FATE) (information & resource sharing)

Gay and Lesbian Educators Associations (information & resource sharing, social and educational equity projects)

Lower Mainland Purpose Society - Reconnect Youth Outreach Services (client support and advocacy, referrals, information &
resource sharing)

Lower Mainland Purpose Society - Youth Health & Resource Clinic (referrals, information & resource sharing)

Lower Mainland Purpose Society - Child and Youth Services Panel with area Service Providers and MCF (service provider panel,
referrals, information & resource sharing)

Ministry of Health - Surrey Drug and Alcohol Out Patients Clinic (donated drop-in space, referrals, information & resource
sharing)

Nanaimo Family Life Association (donated drop-in space, referrals, information & resource sharing)

Parents, Families, Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) (parent support and informational/educational materials, referrals,
information & resource sharing)

Port Moody Parks and Recreation (donated drop-in space, referrals, information & resource sharing)

Ridge Meadows Parks and Leisure Services (CYS steering committee partners, in-kind services, community outreach, information
& resource sharing)

The Centre: a community centre serving the leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities. ( joint participationina wide
variety of areas including youth programs, community education and specific projects, referrals, information & resource sharing)
Zenith Foundation -transsexual support and education. (informational and educational material development, referrals,
information & resource sharing, donated services)

Private sector:

Dairyland Foods (Caring for Kids Fund fundraising program)
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ETC Concepts Ltd. (donated posters and event passes for youth)

Harry's off Commercial (donated and at-cost services)

KeeperKard Express Ltd. (donated and at-cost services)

Mohawk Oil (Charity rebate card fundraising program)

North West Counselling Centre (donated services, referrals, information & resource sharing)
Office Services Ltd. @ Shaughnessy Office Centre (donated and at-cost services)

Smith and Hughes, Attorneys (donated and at-cost services)

Starbucks Coffee Company (donated supplies)

TriCity Now Newspaper (networking, resource development, media advice)

White Knight Security (donated and at-cost services)

Additional C. ity P Secondary):

Abbotsford Community Services - Resolution (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Abbotsford Community Services - Parent teen mediation (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Abbotsford Youth Commission (information & resource sharing)
ASIA - Asian Society for the Intervention of AIDS (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Britannia Community Centre, Queerlings -lgbt youth group, Vancouver (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Burnaby Information and Community Services Society (referrals, information & resource sharing)
The Caring Place -Igbt youth group, Richmond (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Coquitlam Volunteer Centre (volunteer outreach and development)
December 9 Coalition (information & resource sharing, community outreach)
Douglas College - all sites (student practicum program)
Eagle Ridge Hospital and Health Care Centre - North Fraser Youth Crisis Response Program (referrals, information & resource
sharing)
Eating Disorder Resource Centre Of BC, ST Paul’s Hospital (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Federation of BC Foster Parents Association (referrals, information & resource sharing, education exchange,)
Gay and Lesbian Association /North Social Support Society (Prince George) (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Gay and Lesbian Business Association (community outreach, youth job strategies, information & resource sharing)
Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton (youth program development, information & resource sharing)
Healing Our Spirit First Nations AIDS Society (referrals, information & resource sharing)
High Risk Society (transgender support and education, HIV, d& a focus) (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Justice Institute of British Columbia (community outreach, education exchange, information & resource sharing)
Kwantlan College (student classroom instruction, student practicum program)
Langley Family Services - Alcohol and Drug Prevention and Recovery Programs (referrals, information & resource sharing)
LEGAL B.C. - Professional Association of Law Enforcement and Corrections professionals (community outreach, information &
resource sharing)
Maple Ridge Family Education Centre (information & resource sharing)
Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Community Services (youth support development, information & resource sharing).
McCreary Centre Society (health assessment programs, information & resource sharing)
New Westminster School District 40 Community Education (lgbt youth educational program assessment)
Phoenix Centre: Raven program (youth drug and alcohol program, Kamloops)
Port Alberni Public Heath Unit (youth program development, information & resource sharing)
Port Coquitlam Women’s Centre (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Sex Workers Alliance of Vancouver (sexual health materials, referrals, information & resource sharing)
Street Health OUTReach project (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Surrey Central Mental Health (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Surrey Memorial Hospital, Nurse Examiners Program (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Surrey Memorial Hospital Youth Clinic (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Surrey-White Rock Women's Centre (referrals, information & resource sharing)
University College of the Fraser Valley (student classroom instruction, student practicum program)
Vancouver Art Therapy Institute (student practicum program)
Vancouver Crisis Centre (referrals, educational outreach, information & resource sharing)
Vancouver Pride Society (youth activities)
Vanguard Project (referrals, information & resource sharing, outreach projects)
Victoria Youth Pride Society (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Youth Co Youth AIDS Society (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Youth in Care Network (referrals, information & resource sharing)
Around BC:

GALE BC (Gay & Lesbian Educators): (604) 688-WEST ex.2004, Box 93678, Nelson Park PO, Vancouver, V6E 4L7
PFFLAG (Parents, Friends, Families of Lesbians and Gays): (604) 255-4429

Prince George Youth Group: Josh 250-562-3243

Queerlings (@ Britannia Community Centre) Jason 608-4342 or Trish 874-2071

Richmond Youth (@ the Caring Place) Denise Woodly 231-6424

The Centre: 1170 Bute Street, Vancouver, BC, V6E 126. 684-4901 Youth Services Jennifer Horgos

684-6869 Pride Line ~ 684-5307 Office  684-5309 Out on the Shelves 1-800-566-1170 toll free
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e  Two Spirit Youth Group (Urban Native Youth Association) (604) 254-7746
e  Vancouver Lesbian Connection: (604)254-8458, 876 Commercial Drive, Vancouver

On-line!
o The Centre: thecentre@alphagate.com
e Little Sisters Book & Art Emporium: phone [604] 669-1753; web: http://www.Isisters.com
e  Street Workers’ Alliance of Vancouver (sexual health & legal info): phone [604] 488-0710
E-mail: swav@walnet.org web: http://www.walnet.org/csis/groups/swav
e Victoria Pride Society : vyps@writeme.com
e  Youthquest!: e-mail: youthquest@mail.orgweb: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/9992

To justify hate - four little lies:

Early in 1997, an advocate for youth approached the Coquitlam (District 43) School Board with a
recommendation regarding policy and programs to combat homophobia at the school level. While
Murray Warren's proposal was rejected by the Coquitiam School Board in favor of a reactive anti-
harassment policy [15], @ number of local Teachers Associations have adopted policy regarding anti-
homophobia work. The British Columbia Teachers Federation, in a 655 to 10 vote, recently adopted a
resolution to develop anti-homophobia policy and programs [16], causing a tempest of protest from
anti-gay activists.

A small but vociferous association of school trustees and friends has come together under the name
“Trustees Opposed to Unnecessary Curriculum on Homosexuality' (TOUCH). The Surrey School
Board, which features at least one member with ties to the anti-gay Citizens Research Institute, has
restricted the entry and use of queer and queer-positive library books; educational and resource
materials for teachers; and queer youth services information - pending a “review” of all material. Anti-
gay ‘information’ conferences are being held in communities across the province.

What drives anti-gay bigotry?

S e e OPPRESSIONJUSTIFIED:” o T T T L
$Enslaved Blacks who sought escape were diagnosed as having a- psychopathology
B " dubbed ‘drapetomania’, a curious disease which DR

.  compelledslavestorunaway... . .
- #Homosexuality becomes an official mental.iliness in 1952; in 1973 the
\merican Psychiatric Association reconsiders. and removes homosexuality -

The psychology and dynamics of homophobia are largely identical to those of racism and anti-
Semitism. Gays, in common with Chinese, Blacks, Jews and others, are (or have been) portrayed as

‘and perceived to be animalistic, hyper sexual, over-visible, heretical, conspiratorial, mentally and

physically diseased [18]. Bigotry against lesbian and gay people is often rationalized under four general
headings: paedophilia, illness, small numbers and the moral wrath of God.

one: suffer the children

Critics of gay equity, especially as it applies to queer youth, make a point of associating homosexuality
with paedophilia {19].
12
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The paedophile stereotype is used extensively, and is amongst the most obvious examples of bigotry
seeking justification. Child sexual abuse generates strong emotional reaction amongst the generai
public, making it an effective tool for anti-gay activists. Anti-gay organizations, presenting as “research
institutes”, publish a stream of tracts and ‘papers’ which present gay men as insatiable child predators.
One such organization, the Institute for the Scientific Investigation of Sexuality, released a pamphlet in
1985 entitled ‘Child molestation and homosexuality’ which featured a cover image of a young boy being
pulled into a men’s bathroom by a male arm. The caption read ‘homosexuality is a crime against
nature’. The pamphlet stated that gays perpetrate between one-third and one-half of all recorded child
molestation, and that gay (men) are at least twelve times more apt to molest children than
heterosexuals [20].

The Chair for The Institute for the Scientific Investigation of Sexuality, Paul Cameron, has made a
career of vilifying gays. Cameron’s credentials and motivations, however, are seriously suspect.
Expelled from the American Psychological Association for misrepresenting and falsifying data, his
research has never been corroborated by any other credible work, and he has come under heavy
criticism from researchers for misusing and misrepresenting the research of others. Despite this,
Cameron’s data is frequently quoted by anti-gay activists like ‘REAL Women’s' Laura Geschke, to
bolster her argument that gays are destructive predatory addicts unfit to care for children and unworthy
of civil rights protection [21].

The documented reality of child sexual abuse does not support the contention that gays are particularly
prone to child depredation. A 1978 study of adult males convicted of sexual assault against children
found that 47% were classed as fixated (never having developed an adult sexual orientation); 40%
were classified as heterosexuals; and 13% were classified as predominately heterosexual bisexuals.
[22). More recently, Pediatrics Magazine published a study which stated that “a child's risk of being
molested by his or her relative’s heterosexual partner is over 100 times greater than by someone who
might be identifiable as homosexual, lesbian, or bisexual.” The study found that a child’s risk of being
molested by a ‘potentially identifiable lesbian’ was 0.4%, and by a homosexual male to be 2% [23].

- two: the cure
“Help them, don’t support them.” '

Couched in terms of ‘helping the ill", “ex-gay” programs offer to “heal” homosexuals, usually via
religious based counseling. Homosexuals Anonymous, Love In Action and Exodus Intemational are
amongst the better known; variations can be found virtually in every town or city with an Evangelical

congregation. Ex-gay proponents rely heavily on outdated and discredited psychological theories
advocating the desirability of ‘curing’ homosexuality.

Prior to 1970, virtually all psychiatric and psychological schools of thought started with the presumption
that homosexuality was a character defect or an iliness; that is, something needing to be cured. This
view, which reflected but did not question the cuitural bias against homosexuality, was reinforced by the

fact that psychiatrists worked with patients who could not reconcile their homosexuality with cultural
expectations [24].

As late as the 1970’s, origin theories were dominated by multiple variations and combinations of three
basic theories: ‘dominating mother - weak father’; arrested psychosexual development; and hormonal
imbalance. Through books such as “Homosexuals - a psychoanalytic study of male homosexuality”

written by Irving Bieber, these theories became cultural stereotypes, and favorites of pop psychology
[25].

This view of homosexuality, and the credibility of research methodology, failed to withstand objective
scrutiny. Twenty-one years after it was officially labeled a disease, homosexuality was removed from
the A. P. A.’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual in 1973.
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This decision is not universally accepted by all psychiatric and (especially) psychology professionals. A
pronounced feature of this rift is the political and religious bias of those in disagreement with the
psychiatric mainstream.

Two of the vocal proponents of the “nurture, not nature” side of the argument are associated with

organizations which are vehemently anti-gay. Paul Cameron, by this time with the US-based Family
Research Institute, and Elizabeth Moberly, psychologist with Exodus International, make their living as
proponents of the idea that sexual orientation is a leamned behavior, which can, therefore, be
‘unlearned’.

Starting with the premise that homosexuality is innately evil or destructive, Cameron, Moberly and
others employ forty year old psychoanalytic behavioral theory to sell their message to receptive
audiences of the political and religious far right, despite Cameron’s lack of credibility, and Moberly's
apparent disdain for psychological research published in the last three decades.

Critics of the ‘learned behavior school outnumber supporters. Christian psychologist Ralf Blair has
pointed out that “... the only pecple who believe change is possible are people who think change
should be possible.” The American Psychological Association’s ‘Fact Sheet on Reparative Therapy'
states: “No scientific evidence exits to support the effectiveness of any of the conversion therapies that
try to change sexual orientation.” Even Sy Rogers, founder of Exodus International, said of conversion
therapy: “This does not mean I'm not homosexual...” It does mean, however, that Rogers makes a
comfortable living - there is no shortage of lesbian and gay adults desperate to ‘fit in’ with cultural
demands. '

No credible evidence has ever been presented which supports the premise that sexual orientation can
or should be changed. Reparative, conversion or religious “therapies” do not make gay people straight:
through guilt, fear or the threat of hell, they may manipulate some individuals to simulate heterosexual
behavior for a period of time.

three: hate by numbers

Often cited “studies” prove conclusively that only two per cent of the general population is gay. At least,
this is the common wisdom espoused endlessly in newspaper ‘letters’ columns. This “fact” is often
brandished in such a way as to suggest that the persecution of a target group is somehow justified if
there aren’t very many of them.

Assessing the percentage of gays and lesbians in the general population is a nightmare task. Kinsey
tackled it in 1948 [26], and has been dismissed for bad technique ever since. Researchers give a
number of reasons why queer-census taking is so difficult, all pointing back to the stigma attached to
homosexuality in this cuiture. '

It is not unusual for lesbian and gay adults to migrate to larger urban centers, in search of safety,
anonymity and community. Urban queers, having connected with community, tend to be more “out”
than their rural or small town counter part. Fear of being “outed” and the shame and stigma of being
gay-identified cause many individuais to lie fo themselves about their sexual orientation, never mind

disclosing to an interviewer [27]. (An example of this principle can be found in HIV outreach, where

many materials are now directed to ‘men who have sex with men’ rather than to ‘gay’ men.) Despite the
difficulties in census taking, studies have been ongoing since Kinsey.

Kinsey's study, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, was published in 1948. His survey indicated that

4% of men. were exclusively homosexual, and a further 6% were homosexual but with incidental
heterosexual experience.
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More recent surveys have yielded a range of results, but all remarkably in ballpark with Kinsey. J.K.
Meyer reported an incidence of exclusive homosexuality in the range of four to six percent. L. Hatfie!d
reported a 6.2 to 10 per cent incidence of homosexuality. R.L. Sell et al reported 7.8 to 11.6 %. [28]
Here in British Columbia, the McCreary Centre Society reported that 7 per cent of male téens and 8
percent of female teens did not think of themselves as heterosexual [29].

And that two per cent figure used so often? In 1991 the National Survey of Men was published in
Family Planning Perspectives. The survey reported that, in face to face interviews, only 2.3 per cent of
men surveyed “acknowledges any same sex activity... only one per cent acknowledged exclusive
homosexual activity” [30]. What isn't widely publicized is that the survey’s purpose was to examine risky
sexual behavior and condom use amongst heterosexual men. Gay and bisexual men were never part
of the study group.

myth 4: the wrath of God

With the collapse of factual’ arguments supporting bigotry, anti-gay advocates often endorse moral
arguments. Lesbians and gays are portrayed as immoral, at least in a religious context. This, of course,
removes the debate from the secular and into the arena of belief. At its most extreme, even proponents
can not escape the conclusion that what is being presented is pure hate. One example, from a Baptist
Church news release, gave this message: “Filthy face of fag evil... he (a public figure who died of AIDS
related complications) declared war on God and nature and lost... Great respect for dead fags is to -
preach God'’s Truth to the living... Fags have only two so-called gay rights: AIDS and HELL!" [31]

The general argument focuses on the supposed Biblical condemnation of homosexuality, and
presupposes universal Christian agreement to that position. This is far from the reality. Many Christian
churches have revisited their traditional bias against gay people, concluding that cultural bias, not
Biblical teaching, is at the root of Christian prejudice [32].

The United Church, in particular, has been very public in its re-examination of anti-gay biases, and has
spoken out against “dubious interpretations of scripture” [33).The Anglican and Catholic Churches [34],
and even some Evangelical congregations, have commenced the re-examination of their anti-gay bias,
with growing support for a full review on church policy as it applies to gays and lesbians. Buddhist
scholars, including the Dalai Lama [35), have stated that Buddhist teaching do not endorse anti-gay
bigotry. Jewish and Moslem religious scholars and clerics are coming to similar conclusions. ’

Regardless of where this reexamination of sexual politics leads the various Christian denominations,
the argument which supports religious freedom riding rough shod over all other considerations is
insupportable. Religious freedom must never serve as justification for the oppression, and, ultimately,
the dehumanization, of any group of people.

Glossary:

¢ Gender dysphoria: A state of discord between an individual's anatomical birth-gender and
psychological gender.

¢ Gender identity: An individual’s sense of being male or being female, encompassing gender roles
and gender expectations.

"o Heterosexism: An ingrained and generally unconscious cultural bias which assumes the

superiority of heterosexual romantic and sexual expression, and sexuality, over any other.

¢ Homophobia: A fear and/or distrust of homosexuals. The term was coined in the early 1970’s
by George Wienberg in the book “Society and the Healthy Homosexual®.

¢ Sexual identity: A holistic term encompassing sexual orientation, gender roles and expectations,
and sexual preference.

¢ Sexual orientation: Primary gender focus of affectional, romantic and sexual attraction.
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o Sexual preference: Preferred way of expressing of sexuality; erotic acting out

10.

Transgender: As used here, a condition in which the arniatomical and psychological genders of
an individual are not in harmony; a condition which may lead to transexualism. In its broadest context,
transgender has been used to refer to all people inclined to cross the gender line, including transvestites,
cross-dressers and “gender benders”.

Transphobia: A fear and/or distrust of transgendered persons.

Transsexual: As defined by the Transgender Law Reform Project: “anyone who 1) wants to
have; 2) has had; or 3) should have had, a sex change (gender reassignment) operation.

Lifestyle: An individual's preferred way of living, encompassing spirituality, profession or
vocation, hobbies, recreational and social pursuits.

Youth bureaucracy: As used here: any institution, private or public, which, as part of its regular

function, interacts professionally with persons under the age of twenty one, (i.e. elementary and secondary
schools, Ministry of Social Services).

Youth Professional: As used here, any professional person who regularly acts in a professional
capacity with persons under the age of twenty one, (i.e. teachers, foster parents, social workers).
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