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THE JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN FELLOWS
APPLICANT'S PROGRAM PLAN

Apolicant's Name GARY JOHN NIELS

My Proposed Project And Course of Study:

To critique the philosophical basis, developmental éppropriateness, and
effectiveness of a school Honor System. Is it still an appropriate tool for
character instruction in the twenty-first century?.

Six years ago, I announced to -our school community that the Headmaster and
I were supporting the initiatives of two students and instituting a
student-led Honor System. 1In my first few months as the new Dean of
Students, I had been deeply dismayed by the number of ‘blatant and
unconscionable episodes of  forged T"parental notes," copied homework
assignments, disguised phone calls (allegedly from parents) granting
weekend permissions , and even episodes of students (and rumors of parents)
telling bald-faced lies.

I had recently moved to Saint Andrew's School from a reputable Virginian
school, where well-heeled boys instinctively reported " violations,
occasionally even those committed by their best friends and roommates. I
had never previously known of such obedience to honor. Frankly, I was
frightened by the severity of it, but this fear was suppressed by the
constant rhetoric about the Code's sacredness and by the realization that
trust - the fruit of the Code - ‘permeated the campus . Moreover, my old
school's proximity to reputable universities with prominent Honor Codes of
their own fueled the campus-wide devotion to honor.

Saint Andrew's was not blessed with such natural resources. Boca Raton,
settled by some real estate speculators and developed upon principles of
paradise and pleasure, had recently been dubbed the "white collar capital
of crime." Saint Andrew's School had been founded with an Honor System; an
early school publication read:

We expect all boys to be gentlemen, living up to their word of
honor and observing the common amenities expected of young men of
high standards. Every boy is on his honor always to tell the
truth, to avoid Cheating and stealing and to be on- guard that
. these principles are observed throughout the life of the School.

Nevertheless, what may have begun as a "system" had, by neglect, simply
melded into the assumptions of the community. More recently, Saint
Andrew's had been through some difficult administrative years, and students
had grown accustomed to the fact that there was little accountability for

aberrant behavior. Such was the setting in which we instituted our Honor
System. '

Today, six years later, after the publication of an Honor Handbook, the
integration of our Code into the School's literature, easily identifiable
"Pledge" reminders posted in all classrooms, a more effective student
orientation to the Code, a well-developed Honor Board selection and
training process, the publication of an article in the National Association
of Episcopal Schools Handbook, a workshop offered at the Florida Council of
Independent Schools Convention, some 1local publicity in newspapers, and
With the aid of some respected colleagues who share my passion for a
Cpmmunity of truthfulness and trust, I struggle with questions about the
[]{U:e's ability to adapt to modern dilemmas and our student's potential to

===race "BESTCOPY AVAILABLE . 5




Students today are under more pressure than ever to succeed.’ College
olacement is no longer a means to an end, but is an end in itself. 0ld
virtues now sound empty, hollow and other worldly. Can an "Honor
System" acapt itself to this new world order?

e Survival in a complex and threatening world is a legitimate and worthy
consideration. How can young people be persuaded of the theological,
osychological, and sociological benefits of truthfulness? What are
thése theological, psychological and sociological benefits?

e The outcomes of recently publicized legal battles have revealed a new
peculiarity to our thinking - the "no-fault" society or "the abuse-
excuse" culture. These clichés describe an apparent unwillingness to
accept responsibility for personal wrong. How can schools be more
effective at communicating the responsibilities of attending a school
with an Honor System? '

e Since friendship, however fleeting, is the strongest priority of most
~éeénagers, should/can a code of conduct for teenagers call upon them to
SO0 against these instincts .and report or judge a peer for cheating?

e What happens when school ethics clash with the values of students from
Tamilies who do not share these values? Which values win out?

e =re Honor-Systems effective only where long traditions of their
sxistence and the cultural mores of the school support their
continuation?

In my coursework I wish to pursue 1issues of character formation in
adoiescence. Recent writings on adolescent. character education (i.e.,
Thcmas Lickona, William Kilpatrick, Grant P. Wiggins, etc.) will enable me
to confront the realities of modern ethics education. Character formation
frcm a theological perspective would also be beneficial. This would mean
study in Ethics (possibly at Union). Sociology plays an important role in
the study and implementation of Honor Systems, as well. As mentioned
abcve, are Honor Codes most effective in regions of the country or places
where cultural mores strongly endorse honesty? Finally, there are
psychological issues. "Trust" is one qf the chief goals of an Honor
System. Yet, given the’ adolescent propensity to question authority and
experiment, how can trust be nurtured in young people?

New York City provides an ideal backdrop for this study since it is highly
pluralistic and viewed by some as at least amoral, if not immoral. What
are local schools (public and private) doing to teach honesty, and how is
trust nurtured in such a challenging urban environment? I would consult
with local school leaders and describe to them the workings of an Honor
System. Would a student-initiated and student-led system work in their
school culture? What might students think?

I feel this is a timely study. Historically, many schools have relied upon
an Honor System as a formal expression of character development. However,
‘the shifting sands of our Cultural assumptions and attitudes have placed
enormous stress on the formal Honor System. This proposal enables me to
study, digest and integrate the latest thinking on character educatioén and
to test the assumptions, structure and implementation of an Honor System
against these new theories and findings. I hope to draw conclusions about
tPe'effectiveness of an Honor System for character education and to offer -
Ri(ﬂgestions for adaptations to the traditional Honor System. I appreciate

m=m'I COnsideration of this proposal. 6 nECT ~OAPY AVAIL ABLE
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Preface

In recent years, studies have indicated that there is an alarming increase |
in cheating behavior among studﬁents. In the past, it would have been easy to
dismiss these reports as isolated or to look with condescension on a school
which had p'ermitted ‘cheating to get so out of control, but not anymore.

Newspaper headlines attest to the extensiveness of the problem:

"Students Make The Grade When Subject Is Cheating"
- Detroit News, January 23, 1996

"Rise In Cheating Called Response To Fall In Values"
' - USA Today, August 2, 1995

"Plagiarism |s Rampant, A Survey Finds"
- New York Times, April 1, 1990

"4 of 5 Students Admit Cheating" _
- Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, October 23, 1993

"Study Says Cheating Has Replaced the 3R's"
- Chicago Tribune, November 13, 1992

"Cheating Isn't New, But Now It's A Way Of Life"
- Los Angeles Times, January 30, 1992

"Cheating by Police Alleged on Police Exams"
- Boston Globe, April 22, 1989

"Cheating Shocks Pop Warner Nationally"
- Boston Globe, October 28, 1990

This study was motivated by my belief that cheating in our schools (and in
our society) threatens our social fabric and consequently, educators must seek
to understand the determining factors, and the possible solutions. As well, it was

my impression that school honor codes were not deterring cheating -among
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- students. Although honor codes often encompass more extensive behavior, my
research became limited to academic cheating, and plagiarism. The wider the
deﬁnitién of honor the more difﬁcult it is to consider the factors which cause and
deter the behavior.. Consequently, | specifically chose to limit my research to
issues of academic integrity.

Initially, | assumed that the decline i’n student values was the sole reason
for the reported rise in cheating behavior. My goal was to contribute to the
dialogue on values education, particularly in the private’ secondary school
community. As | set out to understand the causes of cheating and the role whiéh
school honor codes played in deterring academic dishonesty; it became
apparent from my studies that even though most students believed that cheating
~ was wrong, cheating behavior was often induced by contextual factors. Robert
Wicklund, a social psycho'logist from the University of Texas at Austiﬁ, explains:
that in contrast to my initial assumption, behavior is not always motivated by

ethical beliefs:

Psychologists are fond of thinking that humans have internalized a
great many of their values and that our behaviors, especially in the
moral sphere are dictated by these internalized values.
Psychologists are sometimes right, but at the same time it is easy
to point to instances in which values seem to have no bearing on
behavior.’

One of the most compelling studies which influenced my growing
perspective was the comprehensive study on cheating behavior among children,
conducted by two Yale psychologists, Hugh Hartshorne and Mark May. The

Character Education Inquiry gave approximately 10,000 children opportunities to

I'S. G. West and R.A. Wicklund, "Self- Awareness Theory," in A Primer of
Social Psychological Theories (California: Brooks/Cole, 1980), 176.
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lie, cheat and steal in activities as varied as classroom wo‘rk, home duties, party
games and athletic contests. In spite of the consistency of their self-reported
obihions, the inconsistency of the children's responses was striking. This
conclusion led Hartshorne and May'to develop their theory of "specificity," which
posited that honest or dishonest behavior is largely determined by
circumstances.2 '

Diner ahd Wallbom also sdught to test the relationship between stated
beliefs and behavior. Each subject was given a test and instructed to stop
working aftgr a 5-minute timer bell had rung. The subjects were then left alone.
As it was a test of speed, the students could gain an advantage by working
beyond the'time limit - that is, by cheating. The results gave further evide.nce
that moral beliefs were not strong determinants of moral behavior: 71% of the
students who were tested under the standard individual testing procedure
cheated.3

| concluded based on these and other studies that moral education was
not the sole determinant of ethical behavior in students. Rather, these studies
persuaded me that the presence of certain characteristics in" a school's
community prompts cheating behavior among students, regardless of whether an -
honor code existed. Nevertheless, an honor code could effectively deter

cheating if it interacted with other more positive corrimunity traits.4

2 Walter Mischel, Personality and Assessment (New York: John Wiley and Sons
Inc, 1968), 24. ‘

3 West & Wicklund, 176

4 See W. G. Cambell, A4 Comparative Investigation of Students Under An Honor
System an a Proctor System in the Same Unversity, (Los Angeles: University of Southern
California Press), 1935. Also, R. Canning, "Does An Honor System Reduce Classroom
Cheating? An Experimental Answer,” Journal of Experimental Education 24 (1956):
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This paper seeks to define those characteristics which induce a sub- |
cultdre of academic deceit, as well as thbse attributes which can promote
' academi;: integrity. This is not to suggest that cheating is solely a phenoménon
of context. Each .school must choose those values which it considers most
cherished and those values must be taught and reinforced by the interactions,
practices, policies, procedures- and literature of the community. Finally, in
chobsing to emphasize the contextual forces af work in cheating behavior, | in no
way wish to minimize the student's personal responsibility in choosing to cheat or

not to cheat. Ultimately, this is an individual's choice.

Social Factors Influencing Cheating

In thé last decade our economy has undergone dramatic chahges.
"Down-sizing" and economic uncertainties have created a sense of instability.
Christopher Lasch observed that "competition (in the business community) now
centers, not so much on the desire to excel, as on the struggle to avoid crushing
defeat."> These pressures are felt among young people, as well. In a recent
article on academic pressure among New York City's private schools,_ Raiph

“Gardner observed that:

the grueling (academic) competition has left teenagers, at an age
when their idealism and sense of opportunity should be sparkling,

291-296. And, J. W. Bowers, Student Dishonesty and Its Control in College, (New
York: Bureau of Applied Social Research, Columbia University, 1964); cited in Donald
L. McCabe, "Faculty Responses To Academic Dishonesty: The Influence Of Student
Honor Codes," Research In Higher Education 34, no. 5, (1993): 649-650.

3 Christopher Lasch, The Minimal Self: Psychic Survival In Troubled Times
(New York: Norton, 1984), 72. '

10
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cynical and pessimistic about their future. Rather than rejoicing in
the freedom and adventure that college promised even a decade or
two ago, they're worried about what's gomg to happen to them after
they graduate.®

Academic achievement has become a high stakes competition. Jon S. Katzman,
president of Princeton Review, an organization which prepares students to take
standardized tests, believes that, "ten years ago students were stressed
because they wanted to 'be the winner. Now they are st}essed because they
don't want to be the loser."’
‘ These fears are reflected in the cbllege admission process. Whereas
~most high school students used to apply to four or five colleges, today most
apply to more than ten. While the number of high school students has remained
.stable, the number of applicants has risen by at least 50% in the last decade.8
Presumably, students feel that by applying to more colleges they stand a better
chance of being accepted somewhere.
Children of the wealthy bear burdens, as well. In a study on adolescents
and alienation done by Raymond Calabrese and John Cochran, it was observed
that "affluent adolescents confront intense pressure to succeed, reflect the

success image of their parents and maintain an affluent status."® These

6 Ralph Gardner, Jr., "Give Me Harvard or Give Me Death," New York
Magazine, 18 March 1996, 33.

7 "Record Number of Applicants Are Reported by the Top Colleges," New York
Times, 18 February 1996.

8 Ibid.
9 Raymond L. Calabrese and John T. Cochran, "The Relationship Of Alienation

To Cheating Among A Sample Of American Adolescents," Journal of Research and
Development in Education 23, no.2 (Winter 1990): 65 .

11
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privileged young people believe that they must choose occupations which befit
their social status and they must earn an income which enables them to maintain
a lifestyle equivalent to their parents. At times, they doubt whether these
expectations take into accbunt their own interests and desires. These pressures
make the affluent adolescent susceptible to feelings of alienation, a desire to
withdraw from anxiety producing expectations.10
The potential for alienation increases when the 'adolescent runs the risk of
failure at an important undertaking. When this occurs, the child begins to
consider alternative means by which to succeed. In studies done in. each
decade over the last thirty years, "fear of failure" and "parents demandihg good
| grades" were consistently scored by stqdents among the top five reasons for
cheating.!!  Cheating is an example of a type of "anti-social" behavior which
affluent adolescents may pursue in an attempt to please their parents and
maintain the "success image." |
Interestingly, students often perceive the school to be an accomplice in
the message that "success" is the preferred value. Sithated as they are in the -
marketplace and vulnerable to the yvinds of éonsumerism, independent schools
market themselves to families who are willing to pay the high-priced tuition.
Consevquently', independent schools feel tﬁe need to fulfill the expectations of
their wealthy constituents. One mother whose daughter was attending a well-

regarded independent school said, "Once you're in a (secondary) school that has

10 1bid., 65, 66

11 Fred Schab, "Schooling Without Learning: Thirty Years of Cheating in High
School," Adolescence 26, no.104 (Winter 1991): 840 '

TPt
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a repﬁtation, you have a high expectation." And the father added, "They should
be able td get (my daughter) into any institution in the world."12

Schools inevitably reflect the values of their constituents. Often without
being aware of it, a schodl can perpetuate a success-is-the-highest-value
mentality. In a dramatic illustration of such a clifnate, one student at a highly
regarded secondary school in a wealthy suburb vividly described his feelings in

an anonymous letter to a local newspaper:

... priding itself on'being a great prep school, they have created a
hellish atmosphere. The past year three to five students have tried
to kill themselves and at least four students (that | know of) were
institutionalized for mental problems. . . Most of these problems
were due to unbearable pressure. This pressure is evident in many
facets of the school. What people do for good grades is
unbelievable. Obviously, there is much cheating at (school name).
As an aware student, | approximate that 95% of the students will
cheat without guilt whenever they need something. This habit is
something that is taught to them by the school, not dissuaded at all.

13
Are schools unconsciously promulgating the notion that a student's worth
is synonymous with achievement? Calabrese and Cochran, the authors of the

alienation study, believe that private schools unintentionally promote an ethic

which might not be consistent with their stated values: -

In this study, it is ironic that those students who were more prone to
cheat attend a private religious school whose stated mission is to
provide a value structure that clearly delineates right from wrong. It

12 Gardner. 33
13 Lawrence Kohlberg, "The Just Community Approach to Moral Education in

Theory and Practice," in Moral Education: Theory and Application, ed. Marvin
Berkowitz and Fritz Oser (Hillsdale, New Jersey: Erlbaum Associates,1985), 61.

13
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would appear that private religious schools need to come to grips
with their mission.14

Curricular Factors Influencing Cheating Behavior

Educators m;Jst consider whether the school curriculum contains
characteristics which promotes cheating behavior. Many teachers, for example,
feel that it is necessary to ";:over" all the important topics in their discipline. Often
this results in a rapid-fire survey of dates, facts, people, and events.1S Too much
materfal'is covered in too short a time. No doubt, the motives for covering
everything of importance are worthy. Howard Gardner has said, "We would all
like, as Renaissance men and women, to know everything, or at least believe in
the potential of knowing everything, but that ideal is clearly not possible
anymore."16  Attempting to cover everything of importance has little lasting
effect; the facts are quickly forgotten and the material often seems irrelevant.

In a study of 6,000 students from 31 colleges and universities,
respondents indicated that Business and Engineering cour§es had the highest
rates of cheating. The reasons given by students were the objective (fact-based)
nature of the tests and the "bottom-line mentality."17 Jacqueline Grennon-

Brooks sees a correlation between cheating'and this type of curriculum:

14Calabrese and Cochran, 70.

15 Grant Wiggins, "The F utility of Trying To Teach Everything Of Importance."
Educational Leadership (Alexandria, VA:ASCD, November 1989): 44 - 59.

16 Howard Gardner, Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences (New
York: Basic Books, 1983), 10. ’

17 Reported by Donald McCabe during a "National Teleconference Addressing
Issues of Academic Dishonesty" from Bowling Green State University (29 September
1995). , .
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... schools have somehow subordinated the formation of concepts -
and the building of ideas to high-stakes games of 'right' and ‘wrong'
~answers that produce winners and losers. The system itself gives -
students the message that it's better to be 'right' than to have
interesting ideas. Faced with this sort of pressure, many students --
97% by their own acknowledgment, more than most people in our
community expected - choose to copy. We're not condoning
cheating, but we do think it's important for educators to explore the
dynamics of a system that places so much emphasis on 'rightness'

and 'wrongness'.18 :

In addition to the propensity to emphasize coverage, the educational
system is prone to evaluate students by comparison. Class ranking, national
and local percentile rankings on standardized test scores, curve grading, grade
point averages, valedictorian and salutatorian are all measures of performance-
based on competition. Certainly, competition is part of the academic system,
* but are schools unnecessarily promotihg comparisons between students? That
the education system selects and sorts is obvious, but many school practices
exacerbate student competition and thus promote cheating.

On 29 June 1992 the Wall Street Journal published a troubling account
of threats, accusations, strife and anger among students, parents, teachers and
administrators at Taylor Allderdice High $chool, one of the finest secondary
schools in an affluent suburb of Pittsburgh. The account was a chronicle of a
community's rage over student cheating and a school's unconscious promotion
of cheating behavior. In the course of the investigation, five seniors described

cheating they had witnessed in their various courses:

18 Jacqueline Grennon-Brooks and Martin G. Brooks, The Case For The
Constructivist Classroom (Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 1993), 67
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* Accounting: Students paid money for other students'
homework.

*  Chemistry 1. Students programmed multiple-choice answers
into their calculators and passed them on to students in the next
class. _

» Chemistry 1 PSP (Pittsburgh Scholars Program): Students
would pass notes with the answers in class and students in later .
periods would have cheat sheets with the answers.

* French 3: Students who take make-ups in class easily received
the answers from other students.

o Geometry: Students would tell each other the answers to the
problems while taking the test.

* Physics 1: Since the tests were "open book," students would
copy the answers into their books and give the material to later
classes.

* Spanish 2: Students would have their books open during the
test. ' '

* US History AP:- When the teacher came late to a test, students
ran up to the desk and copied answers from the answer sheet.

* Labs, reports, test and notes from other years were readily
sold.1? :

Students at Taylor Ailderdice' High School spoke of the intensely
competitive atmosphere. Some of this competition was the result of familial
expectations. However, both the existence and absence of specific school
policies fostered a climate which allowed the cheating to percolate. An example
of this was the bi-annual posting of class ranks and grade point averages which

were carried out to the fourth decimal point. According to the teachers at Taylor

19 Gary Putka, "A Cheating Epidemic At A Top High School Teaches Sad
Lessons," Wall Street Journal, 29 June 1992, A:1.
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Allderdice, "For many students, grades, class rank, and other totefns became
more sought after than learning."20

In his book, No Contest, Alfie Kohn refers to the American propensity to
see "abuses," such as cheating, as an individual's problem, rather than to
consider "structural explanations for problems.”2  Kohn believes that a
“structural imperative to beat others, invites the use of any means available."
Arthur Combs expressed a similar sentiment when he said that, "although it
begins with the laudable aim of encouraging production, competition quickly
breaks down to the struggle to win at any price."2

Although, American culture is by nature highly competitive and
individualized, it is possible to alleviate excess competition among students in
our schools. Some schools have done this by refocusing the educational
process away from ranking and on to leamning. Approximately ten years ago,
Theodore Sizer, the former Head of Phillips Exeter Academy, began a
movement among secondary schools called the Coalition For Essential Schools.
In a democracy, says Sizer, all citizens must be able to use their minds well and
must be able to function thoughtfully. To get students to be thoughtful citizens is
‘ohe of the primary goals of the Coalition. The following are some of the common

characteristics which define the Coalition For Essential Schools:

20 pytka. A4. 1

21 Alfie Kohn, No Contest: The Case Against Competition (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1986), 161.

22 Arthur W. Combs, Myths In Education (Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 1979),
167. cited in Kohn, 162. '



-16-

* The Essential school should focus on helping adolescents learn to
use their minds. The school curriculum should not attempt to be
comprehensive.

* The aphorism "less is more" should dominate. The school's goals
should be simple: that each student master a limited number of
skills and areas of knowledge.

* The school's goals should apply to all students, although the
means to these goals will vary as those students themselves vary.

. Teéching and learning should be personalized to the maximum
feasible extent. ‘

* The governing practical metaphor of the school should be the
student as worker, rather than the more familiar metaphor of
teacher as deliverer of instructional services. The prominent
pedagogy will be coaching to provoke students to learn and thus
teach themselves.

* The diploma should be awarded upon successful demonstration of
mastery for graduation - an "exhibition." This exhibition by the
student will demonstrate his or her grasp of the central skills and
knowledge of the school's program. The diploma is awarded when
earned. '

* The tone of the school should stress values of unanxious
expectation.?3

When recently asked about cheating behavior among students in
Coalition Schools, Dr. Sizer answered, "It's impossible."24  Although he was
referring primarily to the fact that students' could not cheat because they are

required to demonstrate their learning, other characteristics of the Coalition's

23 Theodore R. Sizer, "Diverse Practice, Shared Ideas: The Essential School," in
Reorganizing For Learning: Toward the 21st Century, ed. Herbert J. Walberg and John
Lane (Reston, VA: National Association of Secondary School Principals. 1984).

241 asked Dr. Sizer this question when he visited Teachers College on 26
February 1996.

i3
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curriculum are deterrents to cheating, as well. Built upon the characteristics of

"unanxious expectation," "less is more," "personalized learning," and "the student

as worker," the Coalition's approach also takes away the motive to cheat. |
Students in Coalition Schoois report a much higher motivation in their school
work, a clear understanding of the relevance of the material studied, and a close
accountability for learning by their teachers.

Although there are fine independent schools among the membership rolls
of the Coalition, not all independent schools will wish to adopt all the
characteristics of the Coalition Schools. Nevertheless, independent schools can
learn a great .deal from the Coalition's approach to teaching and learning.
Independent schools could be less teacher-centered., for example. Giving
students more opportunities to explore their interests and work coopei'atively in
group research teams are just a couple of the methods worth pursuing. As well,
who can say whether aIIoWing stndents to interact more thoroughly with fewer
concepts, works of literature or periods of history is less intellectually rigorous
than surveying a wide breadth of material superficially? Having students
demonstrate their comprehension of the material in a variety of expressions is no
less valid than continually measuﬁng students' performance with pencil and
paper tests. And lastly, when traditionally fragmented disciplines are joined
together in co-curricular courses or interdisciplinary courses, students begin to
see the connections between events in history, facts, concepts, and movements.
Seeing connections is more cognitively engaging, which makes students less
tempted to look for academic shortcuts. This makes the learning experience that
much more effective and relevant.

In addition, to considering the characteristics of the Coalition's curriculum,
schools can conceive of ways of addressing the excess competition which exists

in American schools. In one of the few studies done on cheating behavior in a

i9
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cross-cultural setting, Ellis Evans, Deloreé Craig and Gerd Mietzel determine that
German students attending Gymnasium indicate significantly less cheating
behavior than United States and Costa Rican students.25 The authors conclude
that: |

If a more cooperative orientation to academics exists in
Gymnasium schools, coupled with an evaluation system not as
strongly driven by comparative achievement standards (as curve
grading), we should expect the cheating behavior to be less salient
than, say, in typical American classrooms where students compete
more individually for grades.26 ' :

CoIIaborétion encourages cooperation, and cooperation not only teaches
important social skills, but also deters competitiveness, which is known to be one
of the most commonly cited causes of cheating.

The Urban School of San Francisco, a coedu'cational secondary school of
230 students, has taken the concern about the unhealthiness of studént
competition seriously. Grades at the Urban School are recorded and transcripts
maintained for purposes of college admissions, but students and parents do not
see them. Instead, they receive narrative evaluations every six weeks. The
school calendar is divided into three 12-week trimesters. The mission is to "ignite
a passion for learning and to inspire students to become self-motivated,
enthusiastic participants in their educétion." The Urban School does not believe
that grades provide a good source of long-term motivation for learning. The

competition’ between students for grades, the School believes, diminishes

25 Ellis D. Evans, Delores Craig, and Gerd Mietzel, "Adolescents' Cognitions and
Attributions for Academic Cheating: A Cross National Study," A paper presented at the
Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development (Seattle, WA, 18 -
20 April 1991). ERIC Reproduction Document: ED335612. :

26 1bid., 22
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interest in learning itself. Finally, the Urban School does not give any awards or
prizes during the year or at graduation and does not have an honor roll.
"Although a compromise, our grading policy is effective and does reduce the
level of academic competition between students," says Mark Salskind, a teacher
at the Urban School. "We make every effort to get students engaged in what
they are learning for authentic reasons."27 |

Generally, schools are reluctant to consider change, especially when
students seem to be graduating to well-regarded colleges. Sometimes, however,
when it is obvious that a problem exists, schools will consider adaptations.
Today, there are alérming statistics regarding student willingness to engage in
self-centered and unethical behavior. For the studenf, most cheating begins in
high school, and continues or increases in college. Moreover, the cheating
behavior continues into the graduate's professional career. For example, it was
recently learned that most business exécutives are willing to commit fraud in
order to advance their own careers.28 Schools must act to halt this downward
ethical spiral. One way to do this is to consider adaptations in teaching methods
which would make use of more student-centered learr_wing, cooperative studies,
alternativé forms of assessment, and applications of knowledge.
Complemented with the traditional approaches to teaching long embraced by
independent schools, these alterations will thwart cheating behavior and may

even enhance the learning process.

27 wish to thank Mark Salskind for informing me about the Urban School of San
Francisco's policies over the ISED List Serve.

28 Dawn Blalock, "For Many Executives, Ethics Appears To Be Write Off" Wall
Street Journal, 26 March 1996, C1.
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Defining Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is ethical behavior most visibly expressed by
respecting the'value of words, thoughts, images and ideas; as well, it includes an
understanding of the principles of ownership with respect to words, thoughts,
and ideas. Schools are place,svwhere ideas and creativity are highly valued.
Words and symbols are the means by which these processes are expressed.
Dean Kathleen Deignan, associate dean of students at Princeton University,
made this point wﬁile visiting one independent school. "Just és money is the
stock and trade of the investor or entrepreneur, so words are the stock and trade
of the educator. They are not something to be taken lightly."29

We express the sacredness of words and symbols when we emphasize
the study of great works of art, history, literature, mathematics, religion and
science. Harold Bloom's book, The Westemn Canon, underscored this point
when it borrowed the theological term "canon" to highlight the significance of
notable western literature.30 Historically, the Christian church has referred to the
Canon exclusively as that corpus of works which has been believed to be
Divinely inspired, otherwise known as Scripture.

| In order to respect works of literature and assign ownership to them the
wisdom of the ages has handed down to us an assumed code of ethics and a
system of notations and citations. Unfortunately, many students are ignorant of

the guidelines pertaining to academic integrity and even when they do

29 Daniel R. Heishman, "Is There Anything More Important Than Honor," St.
Alban’s Bulletin»(Spring 1995), 18

30 Harold Bloom, The Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Javonovich, 1994).
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understand they attribute differing values to their importance. in "Student
Cheating In High School: A Case of Moral Reasoning vs. 'szzy Logic', " a study
by Rose McLaughlin and Steven Ross, students were asked to identify_thé
seriousness of different types of academic dishonesty. The number 5 equals

most serious and 0 equals not serious:3!

| |Behavior Serious
! 1 Copying someone else's homework or term paper’ 3.9
| 2iCopying during an exam 36
" 3 !Looking at notes during a test : 33
. 4 Wiriting a report for someone 3.3
S ‘Allowing another student to copy an answer 32
6 Arranging to give or receive answers by signals : 3.1
7 %Finding a copy of an exam in the trash and memorizing the answers 29
8 Asking someone for a test answer 2.8
9 Giving someone a test answer 2.8
10 'Getting answers from someone who has already taken the test 24
. 11 iAliowing someone to copy homework 2.1
. 12 |Using old test papers as a study guide 1.8
. 13 iCopying an answer left by mistake on. the chalkboard 16
. 14 Using old test papers that the teacher provides as a study guide 1.5
15 ‘Using memory devices, not written, as an aid to answer test question 1.5
. 16 :Studying notes taken by someone else 14

Although it is difficult to discern a pattern in these scores, the-most important
conclusion of the study was the discovery that generally the less serious a
behavior was judged by students, the more likely they were to view it as

acceptable and the more commonly they engaged in it.32

31 Rose D. McLaughlin and Steven M. Rose, "Student Cheating in High School:
A Case of Moral Reasoning vs. 'Fuzzy Logic'," in The High School Journal
(February/March 1989), 100. -

32 1bid., 97.
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Ellis Evans and Delores Craig also uncovered student misunderstandings
about cheating behavior. ' For example, "student exchange of test information"
(between periods) and "intgntional absence from a scheduled test without a
legitimate reason" were not considered inappropriate. It was also learned that
plagiarism was widely misunderstood among students. Paraphrasing another
author's work without any type of crediting was not identified by many studenfs
as a form of academic dishonesty.33 This data points to the need for more
education on the definitions of cheating, a systematic training. about the
mechanics of referencing and explanations as to why the different types of
cheating are wrong.

In Florida, a high school teacher came to the conclusion that her students
were unable to tell right from wrong with regards to a variety of academic
integrity issues. Almost half the students surveyed, for example, believed that it
was not wrong to let a friend copy homework. Forty six percent of the students
said it is okay to copy when a test is too difficult. .Forty, seven percent said it is
okay to copy when a test is unfair.34 Consequently, as part of her graduate work

in education, Gaye Mouritzen developed a twelve-week teaching unit that used

literature to teach moral lessons and an extensive lessons on the mechanics of

writing a research paper. In her account of the program, Mouritzen wrote:

For an English course, it was obvious that one area to be
considered was plagiarism. In the particular work setting it was felt
that often the students did not accomplish what was expected
because they did not know how to proceed, and someone

33 Evans and Craig, 47 - 48.
34 Gaye S. Mouritzen, "Increasing Understanding of Right and Wrong in -

Relation to Cheating Through the Curriculum of High School English," 1992: Practicum
I Report, Nova University, Ed.D. Program in Child and Youth Studies.
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- assumed they did. The writer felt that was true in the composition
of reports; lack of knowledge in procedures, as well as in rules of
authorship, easily leads to plagiarism.35

- We cannot assume t.hatﬂ students understand plagiarism or even the
proper use of citations, quotations, and paraphrasing. The process of digestin.g
a variety of readingé and synthesizing material into one's own thoughts and
words without paraphrasing the autho_r is a higher order cognitive ‘skill which
even educators find challenging. — '

Educators must include lessons on the mechanics of academic integrity in
their curriculums. Students should be required to own a copy of a reliable age-
appropriate reference guide, such as Kate L. Turabian's, A Manual For Writers or
the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. There are other reference
books which might be more age-appropriate to the secondary school student.
" Mouritzen used a paper published by Mary Anne Saunders entitled "The Fail-
Safe Micro Research Pape_r,"36 which she claimed served as a "tour guide" for
her students leading them through the process one step at a time.

Janice Newton, a teacher at York University, has also given a

considerable amount of thought to the problems which students face in writing:

When | first required my students 1o buy the MLA Handbook, |
discovered many had no idea how to use it. Several students took
the text book approach - starting on page one, hoping as they read
to find the answer they were looking for. . . Now | require them to
bring it to class and | explain how to use the index, how the

35 Ibid., 30

36 Mary Anne Saunders, The Fail-Safe Micro Research Paper. Washington D.C.:
Washington Area Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, 1986, (ERIC
Document Reproduction Service No. ED274202). Also see Roberta H. Markman, Peter
Markman and Marie L.Waddell, 10 Steps In Writing the Resaerch Paper (New York:
Barron's Educational Services, Inc. 1989); cited in Mouritzen.
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different sections work, and highlight the most useful sections so
they can readily find what they need.37

Having closely monitored students and discussed academic violations with them,
Newton believes that plagiarism has some common causes: sloppy resean"qh
methods, reliance oﬁ inappropriate reference guides, misunderstanding of the
logic and rules of referencing and weak essay writing skills."38 Like Gaye
Mouritzen, Janice Newton has built instruction in these areas into her curriculum.

Of course it is difficult to devote a great deal of time and energy to
'teaching the mechanics of academic integrity without also explaining the ethics
of‘academic integrity. Teachers can nof assume that students know or accept
these ethics. They must present a reasoned explanation as to why cheating
and plagiarism are harmful. It deprives the student of the opportunity for
intellectual growth. It spoils the student-teacher relationship. It is unfair to
others who do not cheat. In Educating For Character, Thomas Lickona defines

five reasons why cheating is wrong:

* It will ultimately lower your self-respect, because you can never
be proud of anything you got by cheating.

* Cheating is a lie, because it deceives other people into thinking
you know more than you do.

* Cheating violates the teacher's trust that you will do your own
work. Furthermore, it undermines the whole trust relationship
between the teacher and his or her class.

* Cheating is unfair to all people who aren't cheating.

37 Janice Newton, "Plagiarism and the Challenge of Essay Writing: Leamning
From Our Students,” Department of Political Science, York University.

38 Ibid.
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» If you cheat in school now, you'll find it easier to cheat in other
situations later in life - perhaps even in your closest personal
relationships.39

Another way to make known to students to the reality of academic
integrity is to expose them to the consequences of violating this principle. For
example: Senator Joseph Biden of Delaware was forced to withdraw as a
Presidential candidate when he plagiarized portions of a speech; a high school
student who hired another student to take his SAT test was indicted on charges
of criminal perjury;40 the career bf Bruno Bettelheim, a pioneer in treating
mentally disturbed children, was marred when it was alleged that he copied
portionsv of another scholars work;4! despite his pleas that his errors were
“inadvertent," the Chicago Sun-Times dismissed a columnist when it was learned
lthat he plagiarized two stories 42

In the past, instruction in the mechanics and ethics of acadehic integrity
has been taught out of necessity, as ‘'a means to an end, usually as an
appendage to an annual term paper. Today, however, nothing short of a long-
term cross-curriculum strategy to teéch principles and practices of academic

integrity will suffice.

.39 Thomas Lickona, Educating For Character: How Our Schools Can Teach
Respect and Responsibility, (New York: Bantam Books,1991), 77.

40 "Cheating On College Entrance Test Leads To Criminal Perjury," New York
Times, 20 June 1992, A11l.

41 "Bettelheim Accused of Plagiarism," Washington Post, 7 February 1991. B10

2 "Sun-Times Cuts Columnist on Plagiarism Accusation," Wall Street Journal,
13 June 1990, B6.

'a\)
=}



-26-
Peer Influence In Establishing Community Values

Inllseeking to influence adolescents, the Qreatest challenge is the sub-
culture which often binds teenagers in a code of secrecy, some have referred to
this as "the student code." In the Evans and Craig study, for example, rpost
students indicated that they rarely complain to peers who cheat and they almost
never report other students who they have witnessed cheating.43 Schab's thirty
year study of cheating behavior revealed, not only a small percentage of
adolescents who ekpressed a willingness to report cheating, but also a declining

willingness to report cheating:44

i ' . 1969 1979 1989

‘Would you report a friend you saw cheatin -12.4% 7.9% 4.3%

|

‘Would you report a person not your friend? 20.8%) 20.8% 16.9%

One theory of social psychology which derhonstrafes the profound
influence of peers in molding adolescent social behavior is social learning
theory.45 Building on Social Learning Theory, Ronald Akers has developed a
theory of deviant behavior which illustrates that rather than being influenced by

the "threat of formal punishment from conventional society," the deviant draws

43 Evans and Craig, 49.

44 Schab, 843.

45 Rolf E. Muuss, "Social Learning Theory's Contribution to an Understanding of
Adolescece," in Theories of Adolescence, 5th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill Inc., 1988),
279 - 299.
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his/her support from a "primary groupv."46 In other words, when they cheat,
students have no difficulty finding support for their be'havio‘r. It is easily
rationalized as acceptable. In fact, statistics indicate that cheating in schools ié
not déviant, it is normative.- It is the non-cheater who is in the minority.

Cbnseque_ntly, thé greatest challenge posed to schools in attempting td
deter cheating is inspirin_g student loyalty to the school community. The ﬁwost
effective means of inspiring loyalty is by giving students a stake in shaping the
community. Professor Donald McCabe of Rutgers University found similar
sentiments expressed by students at a conference on academic integrity. Their
. comments suggested that. “the real key to building and sustaining an atmosphere
of student integrity on any campus may be involving all rhembers of the campus
community - students, faculty, and administration."” These hotions of
involvement are noti new. Writing in 1916, John Dewey said a democratic
society "must have a type of education which gives individuals a personal
interest in social relationships and control, and the habits of mind which secure
social change without introducing disorder." 48

Built upon Dewey's notions of school democracy,49 Lawrence Kohlberg

has written exténsively and applied these principles in his "Just Community"

46 Ronald L. Akers, Deviant Behavior A Social Learning Approach 3rd ed.,
(Belmont, California: Wadsworth, 1985); cited in James W. Michaels and Terance D.
Miethe, "Applying Theories of Deviance to Academic Cheating," Social Science
Quarterly 70, no. 4, (December 1989), 872-873.

47 McCabe, 656.
48 John Dewey, Democracy and Education, (New York: Macmillan F ree, 1966),
115; cited in Michael W. Apple and James A. Beane, eds., Democratic School,

(Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 1995), v.

49 Dewey, 82 - 83; cited in Kohlberg, 38-39.
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schools. Kohlberg's idea was to nurture»shared ownership by involving students
in the definition of and enforcement of community values. - In such a school, the
teacher serves as an "advocate for what (they) hope is the right answer" in
addressing moral dilemmas. But, most imporfantly, everyone in the school
seeks to put the good of the community ahead of personal interests.50

In reading Kohlberg's accounts of the Scarsda_le Alternative School and
the Camb?idge Cluster School, one is struck by the adolescent urge to belong.
When given the opportunity to be involved, the school communify bécomes very
important and students are willing to put aside other allegiances for the good of
the group. Much of this resulted from the value which the school placed in the
student's contributions. From the start, students understood that they were
responsible for the communities well-being, just as much as the faculty or
administration. |

At the Scarsdale Alternative School, students discussed the problem of
cheating. This followed two incidents of cheating- which had come before "the
fairness committee." The committee's recommendation was to hold an open
school discussion on cheating. In the discussion, students had no difficulty
understanding that cheating hurt their community by destroying the trust of their
teachers. Also, stﬁdents expressed the impact which cheating behavior was

having among the students:

It really bothers me to have cheating going on because its intruding
on my rights. If there's cheating, for the people who do work hard it -
makes them seem like they're not working hard because others are
copying papers and get the same grades and do nothing. If there
was a rule which said we realize cheating is wrong, and its your

50 Ibid., 61.
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- .obligation not to cheat, it would make everyone feel the
obligation.5!

Following the discussion there was almost universal opposition to cheating within
the school community. The events_which occurred at the Scarsdale Alternative
School were paralleled at the Cambridge Cluster School. In this case, however,
teacher and student advocacy played an important role in developing a
"collective norm" against cheating. .

No doubt, schools will differ in the degrees to which they feel comfortable
involving students in the process of establishing a code of ethics. At Saint
Andrew's Scho_ol in Florida, for example, two student leaders advocated an
Honor Code. As it was established, the student Honor Board was given the role
of writing the By-laws, selecting new Honor Board members and pfomoting and
enforcing the honor code. '

Placed in the context of a discussion about honor codes, what all this says
is that it will be very difficult, if not impossible, to establish an honor code or any
effort to deter cheating for that matter, if students are not permitted to play a role
in developing the solution. Evans and Craig speak of the weight of the

communities attitudes in determining the potential success of an Honor Code.

"Intuitively, beliefs about the efficacy of strategies to reduce or
prevent cheating may predispose success or failure. For example,
if students believe that an honor system to promote academic
honesty 'won't work,' chances for success of the system introduced
by their teachers may be jeopardized from the outset."52

31 Ibid., 64.

32 Evans and Craig, 51.
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Dr. Gary Pavela, the director of judicial p.rograms at the University of Maryland
and the past president of the National Center for Academic Integrity, fully

supports the notion of student participation in formulating an Honor Code:

Such balancing and sharing of authority is premised upon the
assumption that control of academic dishonesty will not be
accomplished by threat of punishment alone. Ultimately, the most
effective deterrent will be a commitment to academic integrity within
the student the student peer group. Only by giving student genuine
responsibility in a collaborative effort with faculty and staff can such
a commitment be fostered and maintained.53 '

Trusting students to participate in the establishment, promotion and
enforcement of community values is a difficult challenge. Traditionélly, schools
have been hierarchical with students being at the bottom of the triangle. But
educators are realizing that when trusted and when given an opportunity to
participate in the vision of the school, students have a great deal to contribute.
Moreover, this participation has had other positive consequences. Namely, the
adolescent desire to belong has results in expressions of loyalty to the school,
rather than the sub-group. The more of this type of ona}lty which we can inspire,

the less cheating behavior we will see.
The Teacher and Academic Integrity

By their attitudes and actions, teachers will affect cheating behavior in

their classrooms. This was the conclusion of the Evans and Craig study, which

33 Gary Pavela, "Code of Academic Integrity," in Academic Integrity and Student
Development: Legal Issues and Policy Perspectives, William Kibler and others. in The
Higher Administration Series, ed. Donald D. Gehring and D. Parker Young College
(Admininstrations Publications. 1988), 69.
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evaluated the attitudes and perceptions of students and teachers about chéating
behavior. Teachers and students agreed that teachers who 4wer'e vagué in
explaining the relevance and/or purpose of learning can unknowingly promote
cheating behavior.54 When students have no idea why they are studying the
things they are studying, or the topic is'-perceived as inapplicable to their lives,
students'WiII interpret the exercise as a waste of time. Consequently, they will
look for shortcufs. In addition, students and teachers agreed that the number of
grading opportunities offered in a course can affect cheating. - When students
were evaluated based on only one or two exams, there was a higher likelihood of
cheating.

The study also revealed differences in student and teacher perception
with regard to the importance of "teacher characteristics" in affecting cheating
behavior among students.  Students believed that teachers who were
“unfriendly, boring or dull and have High expectations are hore likely to
encounter classroom cheating."55 Teachers, on the other hand, did not recognize
such personélity characteristics as having an impact on cheating behavior.
Finally, students also expressed that teachers who require students to be
accountable for their knowledge and apply their learning to real-life situations,
actually discouraged cheating.

‘As part of the study teachers and students were asked to identify

classroom management techniques which would, in their opinion, reduce

54 Ellis Evans and Delores Craig, "Teacher and Student Perceptions of Academic
Cheating in Middle and Senior High Schools," in Journal of Educational Research 84,
n.1, (September/October 1990), 49.

55 Ibid., 48.
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cheating behavior. The following is a list of the characteristics most often
identified:

Course syllabi which define expectations and course objectives
Utilization of daily lesson plans with stated objectives

Some assessment by methods other than test and quiz
Elucidating the relevance of the lesson

Teacher communication with students in academic difficulty
Recreating tests each time the course is taught

Providing ample advance notice and exact coverage of exams
Seating assignments '

Close teacher supervision during tests

Alternating test forms with scrambled number items"

Use of different but equivalent make-up tests36

Regarding the role of teachers in the detection of cheating, there is some
evidence in the Evans and Craig study that teachers do not take the problem of
cheating as seriously as students. One theory to explain this d.isparity is the
possibility that students exaggerate the cheating,problem. This is unlikely,
however, because all studies indicate that more than half of secondary school
students have cheated and numerous studies project that more than three-

fourths of secondary school students have cheated. For example, in 1993 Who's

Who Among High School Students conducted one of the largest polls of

adolescent leaders and high achievers ever undertaken.57 Of the 5,000 students
selected, 1,957 responded. All students surveyed had A or B averages and 98%
planned to attend college. Paul Krouse, the director of Who's Who Among High

School Students reported, "Cheating is pervasive among the nation's top high

36 Ibid., 49.

37 "24th Annual Survey of High Achievers," Who's Who Among American High

School Students, (Educational Communications, Lake Forest, 11,1993).
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school students. The results indicated that nearly 80% admitted to some form of
dishonesty, such as copying someone else's homework or cheating on an
exam."58  Of the private school students, nearly 60% indicated that in their'
school's cheating is either “faily common" or "everybody does it." Therefore, it
would be difficult to cohclude that student respondents are exaggerating the
cheating problem. ' |

~ Although it would be unfair to generalize about teachers' realizations of
the seriousness of the cheating problem from one study. It must be pointed out
that teacher vigilance is crucial in controlling cheating.. If teachers do not realize
- the seriousness of the chéating problem, they will not be as attentive as they
need to be in order to thwart cheating. In addition, they rhight not be as keen to
adopt practices or policies which could effectively thwart cheating, such as the
ones listed above.

McCabe's study of nearly 800 college professors at 16 different
institutions located throughouf the United States, indicated that college
professors were reluctant to report cheating incidents.5? Of course, this might
not be true of independent school teachers, who are more legally protécted and
face Iéss threatening circumstances than 'teachers in public high schools and
colleges. Nevertheless, at any level of education, to suspect a 4‘st'udent of
cheating is to be potentially drawn into a process which, at best, is awkward.
| Nevertheless, studies in deterrence theory, indicate that as the risk of

getting caught rises the amount of cheating declines.60 A study entitled "Fear

38 "4 of 5 Students Admit Cheating;" Sun-Sentinel, (Ft. Lauderdale, FL), 20
October 1993, 5a.

39 McCabe, 653-654.

801ack Gibbs, Crime, Punishment and Deterrence (Amsterdam: Elsevier. 1975);
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and the Student Cheater," conducted by Tittle and Rowe, revealed that too much
trust and familiarity in a classroom environment could lead to higher levels of
cheating. The most salient factor in reducing cheating in this study was the fear
of getting caught and ptinished.6! '

Unfortunately, cheating is becoming so sophisticated that it is difficult to
detect. In a newsgroup discussion on the Internet _sponsored by one of the
Iargesf manufacturers of hand-held calculators, students were sharing ideas on
the best ways to cheat using current hand held technology. The follbwing is the

text from one of the entries:

Concerning teachers clearing memory before test, just write a
memory clearing simulation program. | had a bunch of formulas |
needed for an Algebra test stored in a program. The | wrote a
program that would simulate almost every function after [2ND]
[MEM]. | even had a blinking cursor. The only problem | had was
with Page Up and Page Down and having two menus at the bottom
of the screen. When the teacher started around the room clearing
memories, | went ahead and executed my program, doing a fake
total memory clear. When she came around, she saw the memory
cleared, defaults set screen, and went on to the next person. What
a dumbass.62

It is no secret that young people, in general, are more technologically
sophisticated than most adults. As technology plays more of a role in cheating,
teachers will have more difficult detecting it. At Taylor Aliderdice High School,

where cheating ran rampant, some teachers reported being "demoralized" by

cited in Michaels and Miethe, 871.

61 CR. Tittle and A.R. Rowe, "Fear and the Student Cheater," Change. 6 (3),
1974. 47 - 48, cited in William Kibler and Brent Paterson, "Strategies to Prevent
Academic Dishonesty,” in Kibler, 23. _ -

62 Reported over the ISED List Serve, 5 February 1995 by Wayne Murrah.
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cheafihg, others referred to being "deceived on a scam level." The newly
~ appointed co-principal made a difficult admission when he said, "What's
happened in the past is that we've allowed these kids to out.smart us, and that's
_ not acceptable."63 -

There can be a silver lining in the dark cloud of cheating, that is, if we view
it as an expression of a deeper problem. Although the motives for cheating are
complex, one cause may have somethirig to do with the way we teach: Looked
at from a different perspective, can we be witnessing a type of protest
movement?  Could it be that students are asking for new and different
approaches to teaching and learning? If the primary motive in education is to
challenge the student to think, to develop habits of mind‘which places inquiry as
the highest educational priority, perhaps we are not "educating” in the most
effective manner. |

One school which has revémped teaching .and learning is Central- Park
East Secondary School (CPESS) in New York City. At CPESS the entire
curriculum revolves around five essential questions: Whose viewpoint is being
described? What evidence is there? How is this connected to other things? What
are the alternatives? And, how is this relevant? The school's founder Deborah
Meier speaks of developing habits of skepticism and empathy in the student.64

Other educators have written extensively on our understanding of student
learning. Grant Wiggins ‘has expose.d some of the problems ‘with traditional
methods of student assessment. Wiggins challenges teachers to practice

assessment, which is more closely aligned with the essential questions of the

63 Putka, A4.

64 This was said during her visit to the Klingenstein Center on 1 February 1995,
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course.85 Heidi Hayes Jacobs work on‘interdisciplinary curriculum challenges
teachers to find the connections between the normally fragmented disciplines.
Interdisciplinary curriculum challenges us to utilize more diverse forms of
assessing student knowledge, such as the production of a video, a photographic
essay, a book of poetry, a published article or editorial, a speech or debate, a
series of diagrams, the construction of a model, etc.66

Another example of educational reform is the "Standards" developed by
the National Council for Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), which enable
students to make the connections betWeen content and real-world dilemmas.
Karen Dee Michalowicz, the Upper School Mathematics Chair at Langley School,
utilizes the math standards in her classroom. Her response to fhe'crafty student

who tricked his Algebra teacher by programming his calculator was as follows:

| can't help but believe that a student who is so capable in using
technology, as evidence in the posting above, couldn't ace an
Algebra test. Also, | find when | prepare a test with calculator use, |
emphasize the problem solving aspect, not the calculation. Those
real world applications which we are encouraged by Standards to
employ in our classes actually defeat the need to cheat in classes,
or don't provide the opportunity to cheat.67

It is not the intent of this paper to introduce or review the various
educational reform movements. However, independent school teachers can

revitalize the classroom experience in such a way that students will see the

65 Grant Wiggins, "A True Test: Toward More Authentic and Eqmtable
Assessment," Phi Delta Kappan (May 1989): 703 - 713.

66 taken from the notes of TY4824, Interdisciplinary Curriculum: DeSIgn and
Imp]ementatnon a course given at Teachers College by Heidi Hayes Jacobs

671SED List Serve - 5 February 1995
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relevance and importance of their learning and the self-defeating nature of
cheating. | | |

The role of teachers in the discipline process is also an important topic. In
many schools teachers are encouraged to deal with cheating incidents on their
own and many teachers enjoy this autonomy. However, it is also problematic in
that it leads to inconsistent enforcement and students might not have the
opportunity to defénd themselves before an impartial judge. Clearly, this is the
- advantage of a formal school procedure sb common to honor codes. Although
the teacher relinquishes some autonomy, the whole com'munity benefits from the
sense of fairness.

A McCabe study learned that teachers at colleges with honor codes were
almost two times more likely to report suspected incidents of cheating than at
schools without honor codes. There is a positive correlation between faculty
belief in the honor code's prccesses and their higher willingness to report.68
When teachers believe in the system, they are much more likely to use the
system. Conversely, when teachers doubt the judiciousness of the system or the
effectiveness of the process, they tend to take matters into their own hands or
ignore the'incident altogether. Again, although this study was conducted among
college professors, the logic of the conclusions are such that it is difficult to
imagine that the principle doesn't hold for secondary school teachers as well.

In order to enhance student responsibility, faculty are often excluded from
serving on school Honor Bqards. | believe there should be faculty representation
on the Honor Board. There are some risks, however.’ Fadulty can dominate

discussions in a student-faculty committee and alienate student members. A

68 McCabe, 654.

33



-38-

faculty presence can also change the perceptions of an Honor Board amorig |
students. - Howev,er,' the édvantages of a faculty presence outweighs the
disadvahtages: one, faculty have a great deal of wisdom and experience from
which the Board would benefit; two, that both faculty and students are victims in
a distrustful community is obvious; three, faculty must deal with the acadomic
ramifications of a Board's deciéion in the classroom, if there is no faculty
representation on the honor board this could lead to divisiveness in the
oommunity; and, finally, students, faculty and administration are collaborators in
establishing a quaiity of life in the school. | |
Teachers play a crucial fole in the prevention, detection and punishment
of cheating. Classroom management, teaching methodology, teacher vigilance,
and enforcement are all crucial factors. Although it was not my intention to
speculate on the role of the teacher in inspiring moral beha'vior, it is difficult not to
mention it. “Anecdotally, we have all heard hundreds of studehts soeak of the
moral impact which various teachers have had on their lives. To speak of the
potential impact of teachers as only being in management and methodology is to
do a disservice to the teaching profossion. Adolescents. are inspired by the

integrity of their teachers and they intuitively know when a teacher has integrity.

The School Ethos and Academic Integrity

In her book, The Good High School, Sara Lawrence Lightfoot has
observed that "good schools" have an ideological core.69 This means that there

are a few core values which have become embodied in the ethos of the school.

69 Sara Lawrence Lightfoot, The Good High School: Portraits of Character and
Culture, (New York: Basic Books, 1983), 322.
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These core values are verbally reinforced and consciously or unconsciously they
influence behavior ‘and policies at the school. For example,' it was reported that
in the spring of 1992 an accrediting team arrived to Roxbury Latin in Boston. In.
the course of the school's evaluation, 27 students from grades 7 through 12 were
asked, what do you thiﬁk is Roxbury Latin's philosophy of education? The.
student responses were remarkable consistent: the School is most concefned
about what type of people we are becoming. Apparently, this was the message
which the Headmaster delivered each year on Opening Day to the new students.
Moreover, somehow this message became }repeatedl.y affirmed throughout their
~careers at Roxbury Latin.’0 Roxbury Latin is an example of a core ethic
becoming embodied in the life of a school. |

As | have impl_i}ed throughout the course of this paper, academic integrity
cannot be viewed solely as a program or policy which is limited to a set of
disciplinary guidelines or a set of procedures which are practiced when a
violation occurs. Although academic integrity was previously defined specifically
as practiées and ethics which perta‘in exclusively to respecting the words,
images, ideas, and thoughts of others, the notion of academic integrity can also
be vie'wed_ in a wider context as a comrqunity ethic. From this perspective
academic integrity becomes synonymous with honor. Within the context of a
community, honor is a virtue which permeates all practices, interactions,
assumptions, and interpersonal relationships in the school.

Presuming that honor is part of a school's ideological core, a school would
seek to be honorable in all its practices, policies and interactions. This

commitment to honor would result in a community-wide self-analysis . Questions

70 Kevin Ryan, "Mining The Values In The Curriculum," Educational Leadership
51, no.3, (Alexandria VA: ASCD, November 1993): 18.
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such as: Are all members of the community afforded equal respect? Are salary
structures ‘equitable? Are assignments of financial aid fair? Are stated grading
poliéies practiced? Are students judged by standards which the adults adhere
to? Are mistakes admitted, and corrected? would definé this probing process of
inquiry. In essence | am referring to what has become known as "the hidden
curriculum.” Those unspoken and unpublished behaviors, sometimes unrealized,
which a cbmmunity practices. To adopt an honor code, is to be willing to identify
and critique the community's assu_mptions, ethic and behaviors. |

If We wish to instill in our students a commitment to academic integrity, we
are faced with a challenging task which will require all community members to |
examine their own lives as well as the institution's behavior. To view a traditional
honor code as a panacea to the problem of cheating is to underestimate the
causes of cheating behavior. The causes are complex and multifaceted and we
will never completely eradicate all cheating behavior. We stand a better chance
of influencing our community when we‘ approach the problem from different
directions. | have suggested a review of academic policies which might
aggravate competition. | have referred to various educational reform movements
which seem to be inspiring a genuine stuQenf desire to learn. | have named
numerous classroom techniques which thwart cheating. However, these
practices will sound empty and hollow if a school is not willing to be honorable to

the core.
Revisiting Moral Education

At the outset | referred to the fact that the primary focus of my research.
was directed at contextual factors which influence cheating behavior. However,

before educators can move ahead with confidence and certitude in addressing
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cheafihg behavior, and before we can stand up to its pervasiveness, we must
-recommit ourselves to the instruction of ethics. For the past few decades
schools have manifested a reluctance to guide and direct. This is a wholly new
phenomenon. As far back as 'recbrded history will take us, teachers were viewed
as moral guides. Instruction was viewed largely as a means to influence
character.  Only recently has education excluded moral instruction and
emphasized cognition.”! Much of this transformation came as a result of a
growing belief in the centrality of the individual.

The roots of this mentality are legion, but it came to prominence in
American culture-during the 1960's. In curriculum form, its most visible symbol
was the "Situation Ethics" or "Values Clarification” movement.”2 Shedding the
shackles of authoritarianism, teachers, administrators and schools (albeit our
society) developed an "I have no right to tell you what's right or wrong" ethic.
Th‘is "value neutral" approach beéame a conscious and :subconscious force in
the classroom and on the campus |

In their chapter entitled "Finding Oneself," the authors of the national best-
seller, Habits of the Heart, reason through the implications of a moral order

where each individual determines h'er/his own ethic.

If the self is defined by its ability to choose its own values, on what
grounds are those choices made? One's own idiosyncratic
preferences are their own justification. Now, if selves are defined
by their preferences, but those preferences are arbitrary, then each
self constitutes its own moral universe, and there is finally no way
to reconcile confiicting claims about what is good. In the absence
of any objectifiable criteria of right and wrong, good or evil, the self

71 Paul Vitz, Professor of Psychology at New York University, reminded me of
this in a telephone conversation on 31 March 1996.

72 Lickona, 7 - 12.
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and its feelings become our only moral guide. What kind of world
is inhabited by this self, perpetually in progress, yet without any
fixed moral end?73

As this ethic permeated our culture and espeéially our schools, students
began to comprehend its implications. Christopher Lasch, ih his last book before
his untimely death, entitted The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of |
Democracy, observed that young people now "resent the ethiga_l demands of
'society’ as infrihgements on their personal freedom. They believe that their
rights as individuals includes their right to 'create their own values'."’* Michael
Josephson, the fou.nder and director of the Josephson Institute on Ethics, fearé
that "we're harvesting a generation of nuclear inspectors, auto mechanics, and
politicians who will do what it takes to get what they want."75

As we are confronted with the facts of our current social problems and as
we face the dismal prospects of a more troubled future, we are becoming
painfully aware that some behavior is right and some is wrong. Derek Bok, the
former president of Harvard, believes that "there are certain fundamental
principles that are not a matter of debate."76

Recently there has been the resurgence of educational curriculums which

- assume that virtues such as honesty, respansibility, courtesy, respect, patience,

73 Robert N. Bellah, et al. Habits of the Heart, (New York: Harper and Row,
1985), 75-76.

74Christopher Lasch, The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy,
(New York: Norton, 1995), 180.

75 Marilyn Alias, "Crusading to Head Off the Coming Ethics Crisis," USA T oday,
19 May 1993. 7D. :

.76 Roger Rosenblatt, "Teaching Johnny To Be Good," New York Times
Magazine, Sec. 6, 30 April 1995, 41.
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kindness and others must be taught. Without a commitment to these common
decencies, our society seems defenseless against ambition, greed, - and
selfishness. |

James Madison one of the chief framers of the American Constitution,
once asked, "Can a people incapable of self-government in private life prove
capable of it in pl_Jbllc life? If they cannot practice self-government over their
private passions, how will they practice it over the institutions of the Republic?"77
Dr. Michael Novak, in accepting the 1994 Templeton Prize for Progress In

Religion, expressed a similar sentiment:

There cannot be a free society among citizens who habitually lie,
who malinger, who cheat, who do not meet their responsibilities,
who cannot be counted on, who shirk difficulties, who flout the law -
or who prefer to live as serfs or slaves, content in their
dependency, so long as they are fed and entertained.”8

As many of the foundational institutions of our society, such as church and
family, become threatened, the challenge of moral education falls upon schools.
- This calls for teachers to renew their vision as moral educators. Centuries ago,

Desiderius Erasmus wrote eloquently of the high calling of schools and teachers:

To be a schoolmaster is next to being a king. Do you count it lowly
employment to imbue the minds of the young with the . . . best of
literature, and to return them to their country honest and virtuous
{people)? In the opinion of fools, it is a humble task, but in fact it is
the noblest of occupations.”?

77 Michael Novak, "Awakening From Nihilism," First T; hings 45,
(August/September 1994): 21.

78 Novak, 21.

79 Bruce Lockerbie, 4 Passion For Learning: The History of Christian T, hought
on Education (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994),134.
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We educators face many challenges in our work. Ours is a most difficult
profession which seems not to be valued as it once might have been. Of course,
we must be supported by our schools and we must work in schools which reflect
our prioriﬁes. But, we cannot leave young people to find their own answers.
They look to us for wisdom - skill in living. This is challengiﬁg and it calls us to
constantly reflect on our own lives and behavior. Teaching is for the stout-
hearted and mighty in spirit. There are proféssions which offer more tanéible
rewards. Teachlng is more than a profession, however, it is a vocatlon Itis a
. vocatlon because it requires not only a skill to be mastered, and a knowledge of
our discipline, but also an ethlcal life which inspires |_n young people a desire to.

live life well.
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llustrations of (Possible) Cheating Behaviorgo

1. Coughing or using hand signals;

2. Concealing notes on clothing, hands, caps, shoes or in pockets;

3. Writing in blue books prior to exams; '

4. Writing information on 'the blackboard, desks or keeping notes on the floor;

5. Obtaining copies of a test in advance; :

6. Passing information concerning specific questions or answers from an earlier
class to a later class; : '

7. Leaving information in the restroom: :

8. Exchanging exams so that neighbors have identical test forms;

9. Having a substitute take a test and providing false identification for the

- substitute; :
10. Fabricating data for lab or clinical assignments; .
11. Changing a graded paper or answer sheet and requesting that it be graded;

12. Failing to turn in a test and later suggesting that the faculty member has lost
it; :

13. Stealing another student's graded test and affixing one's own name to it;

14. Submitting computer programs written by another person;

15. Recording two answers, one on one test form, one on another answer sheet;

16. Marking an answer sheet to enable another student to see the answer,

17. Putting large circles around two adjacent answers and claiming to have had

- the correct answer;

18. Stealing an exam or other assignment for transmission to someone in
another section, or for placement in a test file;

19. Using a programmable calculator to store test information or otherwise

~ passing information using electronic devices:

20. Taking another students computer assignment printout from a computer lab;

21. Destroying library material to gain academic advancement; '

22. Transferring a computer file from one person's account to another; or

23. Transmitting posted answers to exam to student in testing area via pager or
radio transmitter. o

80 One of the most comprehensive and up to date list of cheating behavior was
published by The University of Texas. (see Appendix 1) The guide has identified 23
different types of behavior which could be construed as cheating: Student Discipline For
Scholastic Dishonesty, 4 Guide For Administrators, Faculty, and Hearing Officers. The
University Texas System. July 1991. cited in Ralph D. Mawdsley, Academic Misconduct:
Cheating and Plagiarism, (Topeka, Kansas: NOLPE, 1994), 9-10.
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A Cheating Epidemic
At a Top High School
Teaches Sad Lessons

Taylor Allderdice Students, |

Exhorted to Compete,

Cross Ethical Barriers|-

A Principal Changes Grades

By Gary PuTKA

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

PITTSBURGH - For Taylor Allderdice :

High School, the Extra Effort Award
given to Lee Grinberg by TV station KDKA
this past January was one more accolade
in the school’s 65-year history of scholastic
distinction.

But for some of his classmates, it was.
one too many. As young Mr. Grinberg—co-
valedictorian in the ciass of 1992, versatile:

athlete and aspirant to the Ivy League—ac- |

cepted the award, boos were heard amid
the applause in the school auditorium.

Flyers citing **doubts’’ about Mr. Grin-
berg’s ‘‘academic integrity” also circu-
lated among seniors, against the wishes of
the school administration. For Lee Grin-
berg and many others at this venerable
urban high school, it was an emotional
event, a day when long-suppressed anger
about perceived injustices burst into the
open.

Allegations of widespread, unpunished
cheating have torn apart the class of 1992
at Taylor Allderdice, wrecking friend-
ships, pitting student against student and
parent against parent. On Squirrel Hill, the
high school’s comfortable neighborhood,
obscene phone calls have shattered the re-
pose of evenings. Angry words have over-
heated PTA meetings. Lawyers have been
hired to brandish threats of lawsuits.

The Victims’ Lament

Allderdice students talk of systematic,
even brazen, cheating. They describe of-
fers of money for homework, routine steal- -
ing of tests, open dictionaries during cok !
lege-entrance exams and wide use of pro- |
grammabie calculators as electronic cheat
sheets in math ant science. In the absence
of tough disciplinary measures, such
cheating grew worse. Taylor. Allderdice
teachers and administrators — even the
Pittsburgh school board — wers. told of
rampant cheating at the school. But with a
few exceptions, there has been no strong
-action. The impact may have been greatest
on students who didn't cheat, but saw
cheating tolerated during formative years.
Downcast after school one day, his mother
recalls, recent Allderdice graduate Joshua
Sabloff told her, ‘‘Cheating pays."

Although cheating in .schools hasn’t
attracted the same attention as cheating in
Congress or on Wall Street, it is & national
problem seen even in the best schools. New
Trier High School, an acclaimed school in
Winnetka, I, last month said it had
suspended 11 senjors for an incident tha*

involved theft of a political science test.

- A Burgeon:ng rrvuciu

For generations, schools have by turns
grappled with or ignored cheating by some

~ of their students. But there are indications

the problem is getting worse. In the 1940s,

about 20% of college students questioned

anonymously admitted to cheating in high
school. That percentage has soared to 75%.
Stephen Davis, a psychology professor at
Emporia State University in Kansas who
cks the figures, says the rise has been

3= X
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slow and steady. ‘‘Students say cheating in
high school is for grades, cheating in
college is for a career,” he says. “It's
humorous until you think for a minute, and
then you say, ‘Oh my God.’ ™

Allderdice has long been viewed as a
model of public secondary education. It is
the flagship of the Pittsburgh public _
schools, a training ground for the lvy
League, cherished by its alumni with a
fierce and protective pride. Its drawing
card is a huge program for gifted students.
The doctors, academics, executives and
others who send their children to Allder-

- dice prize school success above almost

anything else. At the school's top tier,
getting a B means failure, and getting into
college isn’t enough — it must be the best
college. _ .
Allderdice sends 20 graduates or more

to the Ivy League each year. About a third
of its 1,500 students, the highest proportion
in the city, have scored 130 or higher on IQ
tests. This places them in the Centers for
Advanced Study, which offer the most
demanding and prestigious courses.

- Students at the top rung keep close tabs
on their class rank and grade point
averages, which are posted twice a year in
honor-roll lists. In a field of top achievers,
mere thousandths of a decimal point — re-
flecting, say, a B in freshman gym — can
knock someone out of the running for
valedictorian. “It's quite sad that. the
grade point averages go out to the fourth |
<« Please Turn to Page A4, Column 1
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deCaT faee. s3vs one daivard-bound
student. ""And even sadder that | remem-
ber what mine is.”

The conditions that spelled success at
Allderdice for so long - its involved par-
ents, academic competition and accom-
modating staff — allowed cheating to
spread like an epidemic in which students
were both victims and vectors. Even
some of the brightest and most hard-work-
ing students. who seemed bound for suc-
cess.anyway, cheated. For many students,
teachers say, grades, class-rank and other
totems became more sought after than

“learning.
. - "'There’s been a breakdown in integ-

< rity,”
= -Mpther, who has led a move to develop an
dcddemic integrity code at the school.

'.
-
.
i
-

-
-y
.

says Paula Sabloff, Joshua's

¥The level of cheating is incredible."”
- . Asked how many classmates have

< - Cheated, various graduating seniors give
= “estimates of 50% to 100%. Adam Eidinger,
-» - 1991-92 student council president, says one
-..«foppat cheater was so fearless, he would
¢ .min down the halls waving a stolen test,

P
.

shauting, “I've got it.” Allderdice “‘is a

2 -very good school,” he adds, “but there's a
“7lot-of cheating that goes on.” Echoing
. - 4 nimber of students, another member of
=.the class of "92, Lianne Mantione, says,

> +“Cheating has just been a way of life.”

4.

RIS

».v2- Ininterviews, students repeatedly as-
-~ 9€rt that until recently, the adults around -

.them didn't seem too concerned. In fact,

< -the: former principal, a beloved and re-
= sqlected Allderdice figure who retired last
~ -Jurie, changed grades for some students at
"2 «the-behest of their parents, who had been
~. ‘sebuffed by teachers.

~
“t,

- Richard Gutkind, current co-principal,

:-acknowledges the school has an aca-
_ -demic integrity problem, and says steps
- ~dre_being taken to correct it. He says
~ :sthdents were suspended over cheating
-+(s past year. “What's happened in the
+-past is that we've allowed these kids to
- ,outsmart us, and that’s not acceptable,” he
% -says. Dr. Gutkind concedes the school may
"+ .not- have moved quickly enough, partly

PO

. -because he and others were preoccupied..
2 -with security after some violent inci-
= 'dénts.

~ -+ Lee Grinberg's father, Meyer, strenu-
'7z0usly denies allegations against his son,
i ‘made by a number of students. He says Lee
++Bas done nothing improper and is the
- victim of a **vendetta" by envious peers. “I
-+ can tell you, to the best of my knowledge,
5 Lee has never been accused of cheating by
».ateacher, and a student has never re-
- rporied to a teacher that he cheated,” says
=~ «Mr. Grinberg, who won't let his son be
w«intérviewed. Leée’s school- record is un-
2 -Dlemished, his father adds.

- .
'
-

“=riith a reportedly perfect 4.0 grade point

 Noting that Lee is a diligent ‘student—"

.7 -dverage — who does volunteer work, Mr.
‘¢’Grinberg adds that false allegations
« -3gainst him have been *‘a nightmare,'”.

- .
4

;- Several other adults who know . Lee

-z>speak highly of him. Lennie Silberman.

- -director of a summer camp where Lee is n'\;. ;

= ‘colinselor, says Lee's “work ethic has
~=-hecbme a role model for kids.” Mr. Silber-

-+-manaddsth Le
- all-American kid."

PUTEE L I

e *'is a clean-cut guy, the -
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The evenis that brought cheaung to the
fore began on March 16, 1991, when many
of this year's graduates took the Scholastic
Aptitude Test at Allderdice. One of the SAT
takers that day, Rebecca Greenberg, re-
turned home and told her parents she saw
three classmates consulting dictionaries
after they received their test booklets.
Rebecca says she also heard students
calling out some words in the verbal sec-
tion of the test. :

One word she told of hearing was
**usurp.”’ One of the words on the test that
day, in the section where students must
find opposite meanings: “‘usurp.”

Rebecca described the incident to
school officials the following week and

-later, through her parents, identified the

three as Lee Grinberg and two friends.
Another student in the testing room, Elena
Buchwalter, corroborated the story, with-
out naming the boys, to an English teacher
at the school, who says she passed it along
to the administration. :
Although they didn't come forward and
tell school officials — nor have officials
tried to interview them — at least two other
girls recall other cheating incidents that
day. One girl says that in the second half of
the test, after a break, she saw one of the
boys working on sections of the test given
before the break, a violation of SAT rules.
Anneka Jones, who was taking the SAT
that day, says she saw about a half-dozen
girls in the bathroom discussing words on
the test. (SAT sections are given to stu-
dents in different sequences.) Anneka says
she doesn’t remember who the girls were.
No one disputes that words were called
and looked up in a dictionary by students
in the test room. But Meyer Grinberg says
Lee looked up the words before the test was
handed out, not after. And it appears that
Lee invoked a privilege offered to all test
takers and canceled his score within four
days of taking the test. Meyer Grinberg
says Lee decided not to use scores he got
that day because he didn't believe he had
done well-on the test. )
The ultimate responsibility for the

SATs resides with the test's owner, Educa-

tional Testing Service, Lawrence Town-
ship, N.J., which creates and administers
the tests, pays the proctors and maintains
its own security staff (see accompanying
article). The proctor in the Allderdice test
room, Phyllis Sanguigni, a physical educa-
tion teacher, says that no cheating oc-
curred and that Rebecca is telling “lies."
Ms. Sanguigni says Lee and the two
other boys looked up words before test
booklets were handed out. She adds that
she let one boy use a dictionary when he
asked her what ‘‘usurp” meant. Ms. Sar
guigni says she was surprised whe~
saw the word on the test.
But Allderdice apparer*
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SAT proctor again. “We don't renire i
tors if we don't believe there is an adequ
testing situation,”” Dr. Gutkind says. !
Sanguigni says she has been unju:
impugned.

After looking into the reports of
becca Greenberg and Elena Buchwal
Allderdice took no action. Dr. Gutkind s:
the school received contradictory accou
of events. Dr. Gutkind adds that
SAT is the responsibility of ETS. .

ETS also looked into the allegatio
including a sworn statement from |
becca’s mother, Janelle, a history prof
sor at the University of Pittsburgh. In |
statement, Dr. Greenberg said one
the other two boys her daughter s
cheating on the SATSs telephoned Rebes
two days later and acknowledged he w
looking up words called out by the ott
boys, who already had their test bookle
The statement says that, unknown to |
daughter, Dr. Greenberg was listening
a phone extension. The Greenbergs ge
this newspaper their statements to E1
with the names of students removed.

ETS alsodecided not to act. In a letter
the Greenbergs, ETS said it only “inve:
gates suspected irregularities with- t
intent to ensure the reporting of va
scores' to colleges, adding that “we do 1
seek to prove that an individi
‘cheated.’ " Dr. Greenberg said ETS al
told her it found no big gains from p:
scores on ETS exams.

Dr. Greenberg acknowledges that t
own daughter has cheated while at Alld
dice. Rebecca says she got answers fix
another student, Dan Galanter, for ms
tests. “‘She is contrite,” Dr. Greenbe
says. ‘‘She knows it was wrong. At le
she’s had the courage to step up and s:
‘Enough, nomore.’ "' Dan Galanter and |
parents decline to comment on allegatic
regarding Dan.

Homework for Hire

Whatever happened at the SAT test th
day, students say cheating at Allderdi
has been endemic. Last fall, five Alld
dice seniors — Elena Buchwalteér, Colle
Dillon, Sara Gibbons, Sara Greenberg (
relation to Rebecca) and David Sacco—s
down to discuss cheating at the request o
teacher. The document produced by th
meeting named no names but enumerat
cheating incidents, from stolen tests
hired homework, the five students h
seen. (See adjoining article.)

Although there were many signs
cheating, the Allderdice administratis
and Pittsburgh’s school board were slow
act. In a statement to ETS, Elena Buc
walter's mother, Kathy Ayres, said
months after Elena’s report of cheating
Allderdice staff, ETS still hadn't be
notified of the charges. The mother ai
daughtey then wrote ETS themselves.



E

The Greenbergs also guestion the
school’s inquiry, which was conducted by
Thomas Chapas. a guidance counselor and
SAT supervisor for the school. Despite
assurances from Allderdice that it would
report their complaint to ETS, the Green-
bergs say they finally had to contact ETS
on theirown. ETS confirms that the Green-
bergs initiated the inquiry. Mr. Chapas
didn’'t return calls seeking comment.

Others believe foot-dragging was a pat-
tern, designed to save everyone from em-
barrassment. On June 12, 1991, Sungwha
Oh Yoo, an instructor at the University of
Pittsburgh with a daughter at Allderdice,
wrote to Barbara Burns, president of the
school board, complaining about wide-
spread cheating. Mrs. Yoo, who says she
interviewed a number of students. listed
nine specific types of cheating, without
naming anyone, and asked for action. Two
weeks later, she received a letter from
Helen Faison, a deputy superintendent,
saying the charges couldn't be investi-
gated until the next school year began.
That was the last Mrs. Yoo heard.

Dr. Faison says she briefed Dr. Gut-
kind and his co-principal, John Brill, on
concerns about academic integrity last
summer. Dr. Gutkind says he has never
heard of Mrs. Yoo or seen her letter.
Barbara Burns says the school board is
concerned with allegations of cheating, but
it's the school’s responsibility, not the
district’s, to handle specific charges.

As Mrs. Yoo suspected, cheating of
.many varieties was going on. Three se-

-niors who have taken mostly advanced
classes — Sara Gibbons, Molly Schachner
and Jennifer Levy — say students offered
them money for assignments. Sara says
that as a freshman, she was offered $§15 a
week to do a classmate’s-accounting home-
work. She says she declined.

Last year. Molly says she was taking
advanced French 5 while Dan Galanter
was taking advanced French 4. both with
the same teacher. Dan offered her $10
apiece to write French essays for him, she
says. adding that she declined.

Incidents of cheating that were particu-
larly egregious occurred when members of
the class of "92 were juniors because,
students say, junior-year grades are so
influential in college admissions decisions.
Though it occurred before, they say there
was brisk trafficking in tests and answers
in the 1990-91 school year. The busiest
activity centered on the citywide Syllabus
Examination Program tests, mainly multi-
ple-choice questions given four times a
year in several subjects. Along with other
tests, papers and assignments, SEP exams
determine a student’s grade in a course.

“It's been a frequent occurrence to
come into homeroom and find little slips of
paper, probably two inches square, with
SEP answers on them.” says Maia Rut-
man, a senior who has been accepted at
Ya'e. Maia says students would copy the

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

letters on the little slips — A, B, C and so
on—corresponding to the correct answers.
“There were always SEP social studies
tests available," adds Jennifer Pechersky,
another member of the class of '92. Sara
Gibbons, Emily Stricker, Robin Berlin and
other classmates agree that SEP answers
were_routinely available. Anneka Jones
says they circulated in the lJunchroom, like

clockwork, four times a year on the day of -

SEP U.S. history tests.

Dr. Gutkind and other administrators
say they have been aware of allegations
that SEP tests were stolen but couldn't give
a substitute because the SEP test form is
mandated by the school district.

Other widespread abuses, students say,
were made possible by a relatively new
classroom tool, the advanced calculator.
Backed by education experts, Allderdice
and other schools permit students to
use calculators to compute and to make
graphs during tests. But some sophisti-
cated versions, including the model used at
Allderdice, contain a programmable mem-
ory and an alphabet keyboard function.

For some Allderdi:e students familiar
with the memory capability, the calcula-
tors have stored purloined test answers,
formulas or definitions on which they were
being tested.

“‘Calculators were always programmed
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with answers," say; Robin Berlin. Otr
students agree. Robin, and honors s
dents Maia Rutman and Emily Stricki
Say most students in one of their cours
last year put into calculators formulas th
were being tested on. Maia and Emily s:
they themselves did sc. “'The formul
would be the crux of solving the problem.
would be vital information, but there we
S0 many formulas," says Maia. *'I guess
was cheating.”

Old-fashioned cheat sheets also wei
sometimes concealed in the calculator
cover. “It’s possible to line the cover with
sheet of paper and write all over it," sa)
Nicole Kiger, a graduating senior. ‘Yo
could fit the whole Constitution on it."

Awaiting -mathematics tests Jast yeé
in the classroom before the teacher el
tered, Rebecca Greenberg says, student
Including Lee Grinberg, Dan Galanter an
Jonah Falek would check the multiple
choice answers stored in their calculator

-to make sure they matched. **You know, |
would be like, A for the first, B for th
second, C for the third,” she says.

Lee’'s father says his son never di
anything improper with a calculator an
doesn’t know how to use the memon
function. The Galanters won't comment
Calls to the Falek family seeking commen
were hung up on.

ng the Teachers

Allderdice students say they never
knew what to expect when testing time
approached. Alison Brown says that dur
ing physics tests last year, students often

. had notes they weren’t supposed to have,

and calculators with answers stored. Roy

. Buterbaugh, who taught the class, “was a

very fine teacher,” Alison says, but had
very poor vision. Other people who know
him describe him as “|egally blind."'

During the final exam last year, Alison
says. boys who were not in her class
walked in, sat down, had the test passed
out to them with the other students and
left. Mr. Buterbaugh never noticed they
didn’t belong in the class, she says. One
of the boys, Alison adds, was Jonah Falek.
She says that Jonah's class was scheduled
to take the exam later, and that she
reported the incident to another teacher.
The teacher, who requested anonymity,
confirms that Alison reported the inci-
dent to her but says she took it no
further. Mr. Buterbaugh didn't return calis
for comment.

In her sophomore-year algebra 2 class,
Allderdice student Jennifer Levy says Lee
Grinberg and others would take copies
of tests off the teacher's desk before the
teacher entered the class and consult on
answers. Through his father, Lee says he
didn’t obtain copies of tests ahead of time.
Mr. Grinberg also says Lee did so well on
tests in the class that Jennifer Levy com-
plained he was making it hard for her to
get A’s, since the tests were graded on a
curve.



~ Several Auderdice teachers -also say
they believe cheating is widespread.
French teacher Frank Casorio says he
suspected some students of cheating last
year and feit “"deceived on a.scam level”
by students in advanced French 4. ‘What
1 began to see is that some students’
writing was much too good for their oral
abilities,” he says. He says some French 5
students told him they were being asked to
steal their advanced grammar test, which
was identical to the one used in advanced
French 4.

“They demoralized me so badly that
this year 1 elected not to teach” advanced
* French 5, Mr. Casorio says.

Joanne Meldon, an Allderdice mathe-
matics teacher, says cheating at the school
is so widespread that unusual defenses are

"called for. Once last year, Mrs. Meldon
says she copied students’ cajculus tests
and graded the copies. Handing the origi-
nals back the next day, she told them
a headache had kept her from grading the
exams. As she went over the correct
answers, Mrs. Meldon asked, would the
students grade the tests themselves? One-
third of them altered their answers. When
she produced the photocopies, she says,
*‘'students were flabbergasted and reduced
to tears.” Behavior improved somewhat
after that, she says. .

In geometry once, when she suspected
wandering eyes, Mrs. Meldon says she
distributed two versions of the same test to
alternating desks in a checkerboard pat-
tern. The tests were different, she says,
but the differences weren't great enough to
be noticed at a quick glance. Eight of 30
students had every answer wrong, and
their answers matched the correct ones on
the other version of the test.

Changing Grades
While teachers wortied about cheating,
some parents went beyond pressuring

their children to excel, joining the competi-

tion for grades more directly. In the recent
past, some found a friend in the principal,
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William Fisher, a 20-year veteran of the
school. When Mr. Fisher retired last year,
a farewell column in the Pittsburgh Press
praised him because he would “prod and
push and encourage students . ... to make
something of their lives,” Teachers £nd
staff people say Mr. Fisher believed that to
stay in his position he had to satisfy a key
constituency—the professional and upper-
middle-class parents with children in the
top scholastic programs. )
Irvin Topp, a chemistry teacher at
Allderdice, was reading a local newspaper
last year when he noticed a story saying
that Beth Zasloff, a 1991 Allderdice gradu-
ate now attending Yale, had won a Na-
tional Merit Scholarship. What particu-

- larly interested Mr. Topp was the mention

of Beth's class rank at Allderdice: sixth.
Mr. Topp had given Beth a C one semester
in sophomore chemistry, agnd he knew
no one with a C could place that high.
He remembered Beth's father had ctine
to him upset, pleading that the grade be
raised. With the school's permission, Béth
had been taking an around-the-world
cruise during the semester, and a tutor
who was supposed to be on board hadn't
shown up. Mr. Topp refused to change the
grade. He said the excuse was weak and
f_howed Joseph Zasloff his grading calcula-
ions. v
After reading the article, Mr. Topp
checked the grade on Beth's transcript: an
A. He asked Mr. Fisher about it. Mr.
Topp says that Mr. Fisher said he Ytad
changed it at the request of Beth's father
“to help her win the National Merit Schol-
arship.” Beth’s mother wouldn't answer
questions or provide a phone number for
Beth. She referred questions to Mr. Zas-
loff, who was traveling in the Far East.
Attempts to reach him were unsuccessful.
Mr. Topp calis the incident *‘the ulti-
mate academic dishonesty. They didn't
cheat on tests,” he says, “they stle
grades.”” He demanded an inquiry. Beth's
grade was changed back, and Mr. Fisher
received a reprimand from the school
district. Mr. Topp says the district told him
it would send letters explaining the matier
to Yale and the National Merit'Scholarship
Corp., which makes the awards. But ac-
cording to Mr. Topp, Dr. Faison, the
deputy superintendent who conducted the
inquiry, told him the institutions wopld
simply be told it was a ““clerical error” and
wouldn't be given a full explanation, as
Mr. Topp wished. Mr. Topp wrote letters to
Yale and the scholarship organization; he
says, but has received no reply. o
Dr. Faison confirms the inquiry, ind
says it involved unauthorized grade
changes of several students. She wouldn't
say who altered the grades. She says a
letter was sent to Yale, but deesn‘t kpiow
Whether NMSC was notified. Yale and
NMSC decline comment. .
Mr. Fisher acknowledges he receivéd a
reprimand as a result of the inquiry. He
says he gave Beth Zasloff “'credit” for a
cruise, He declines to respond to Mr.
Topp’s charges.

- lrate Parents :
Beth Zasioff isn't the onmly student
whose grade was changed. According to
George Schubert, head guidance counselor
at Allderdice until 1988, Mr. Fisher
changed between six and 12 senior ciass
grades a year. Mr. Fisher says parents
from each grade level appealed to him for
grade changes three or four times a year.
Mrs. Meldon says two of her students’
grades were changed by Mr. Fisher. Qfe,
she says, was for Joshua Berlin, a graduat-
ing senior (and no relation to Robin), who
took calculus as a ninth-grader in a class
where most students were 12th-graders.
*He had parents who . . . wanted him to
a superstar,’ she adds.
Just before first-semester grades were
issued in December, Mrs. Meldon says #he
received from Joshua's father, Gary;-an
“‘exquisite gift" — a Mont Blanc pen with a
value of at least $125. ““When the repc
card came out, his parents were irate' at
her, says Mrs. Meldon. I gave him a B."”
Joshua had scored third-lowest of '60
students in his class on the final exam. But
the Berlins disputed the B, and asked Mrs.
Meldon to make it an A. They. hired a
Carnegie Mellon University professor ‘to
review her teaching, she says, and took
their case to the gifted-students counselor
at the school. Mrs. Meldon says she felt lyer
Jjob might be on the line. But the professor
said her teaching was fine, and Mrs.
Meldon says she believed the Berlins Mad
given up. Last June, however, she got a
call from the school system’s central office
asking why Joshua's grade had been
changed to an A. After concluding that Mr.
Fisher had changed it without good rea-
son, Mrs. Meldon says, the school district

" changed the grade back to a B. Dr. Faison

confirms that Joshua’s grade was changed

. without adequate reason, but won't say

Please Turn to Page A5, Column 1 *°



. ‘Mr. Blough won't name the student and

. tion,” Dr. Gutkind says,-*it would border

*discussed in the rumor mill at the school,

%;'In'igh School,
Cheating Holds

?;Sad Lessons

- Continued From Page A4

. who changed it.

A few weeks after -the school board
returned Joshua's grade to a B, Mrs.

" Meldon says, she received a note from the

_student asking her to change the grade
back to an A. Says Mrs. Meldon, “I ripped
‘that thing into-a thousand pieces.” :
.. Neither Gary nor Rosie Berlin.
Joshua's parents. will answer questions
.about grade changes involving their son.

"Mr. Fisher won't comment.

There were other special interventions.

" Richard Blough, a science teacher at All-

.derdice, says he recently changed the

. conduct grade of a student from unsatis-

factory to satisfactory after Dr. Gutkind
" approached him on behalf of a member of

“.Pittsburgh's school board. Mr. Blough says

the request was made so the student could
be admitted to the National Honor Society.

_says he doesn’t know who the board mem:-
ber was.

Dr. Gutkind acknowledges that *‘there
‘was a school-board member who talked to
me about that”" but says he doesn’t think

“it is ‘‘inappropriate for a school-board
_Iember to ask for more information about
a situation. If he had come with a specific
request without having all the informa-

_on inappropriateness. That hasn’t hap-
pened here.” ] ) ’
" Issues of academic integrity, although

. became public on the evening of Jan. 27, at-
.a heated meeting of about 70 students and

“parents that followed Lee Grinberg's
_KDKA award ceremony. At the meeting,

. "séveral students told of cheating they had

*..seen — including some of the cases de-
_ scribed above — although usually not men-
‘tioning names. Much of the meeting was
"‘devoted to the March 1991 SAT test.

- The meeting was conducted mainly by
“Paula Sabloff, a parent who had written
- Dr. Gutkind about cheating in September
. 1991. She says several parents chailenged

her authority to conduct the meeting.

" The meeting resuited in the beefing up
- of an academic-integrity committee at the .

school. The committee’s final report, com-
pleted toward the end of the school year,

* .calls for such things as erasing calculator
: Tmemories before tests, keeping tests se-

cure and giving different versions of tests

" when possible. The committee aiso recom-
Inended posted honor rolls omit grade

point averages, a change Dr. Gutkind calls
likely. .

.. As the class of 1992 graduated from
_ Allderdice on June 18, there was little
e\.ndence. of the war among them. In-
" tis valedictory, Lee Grinberg spoke of the
balance_bg@ween personal goals and social
responsibility and thanked friends for \
*their support. ‘“When times are tough, and
your back is against the wall, it's nice to
~know you have good friends to help you be
: rslgg‘(;lnrg he qztlli]d. Afterward, he exchanged
-fives with some friends
. Dar'} r(I.‘valanter. and hugged
’ e Greenbergs say they're still angry.
“They have hired a lawyer :nd wﬁttengtl;lye
- school board, asking for an independent

- inquiry of the March 1991 SAT test. If they
“don’t get one, they're threatening to sue
- the school district to compel it to investi-
- gate. T_hey say that the earlier inquiry into
~the incident was slipshod, and that Taylor
- -Allderdice shouldn’t be allowed to give the

exam for a period. They say they aren't
. seeking punishment for the boys. The

- School board says it has done what it
g;z}rns and further appeals should be to
.- - The Greenbergs also want vindication
- for their daughter. As word of Rebecca’s

charges spread and no findings were
_made against the boys, she was ostracized
--at school as a squealer, Rebecca says, with
-people moving away from her in the cafete-

.. Ta or calling her “bitch” in the hall. Dr.
: Gr_eenberg says Rebecca started losing
. weight. People began telephoning the fam-
Lily anonymously in the middle of the night,

- some_tlmes using obscenities, sometimes
.. hanging up without saying a word.

_. Lee Grinberg also has been distressed,

- says ms'father. Mr. Grinberg says his

. Son's enjoyment in being co-valedicto-
nan is gone, and Lee is under much stress.

.- Mr. Grinberg has also retained lawyers,
~-who have written the Greenberg and Sab-
.lotf families, accusing them of a campaign

;1o smear Lee, and threatening to sue

.. unless they stop. i

..-.. In-one of her essays for college admis-

. 8lon, Rebecca Greenberg descgbed hff
effort to be heard about the SATs as a
wrenching one. ““The incident taught me a

<great deal, some of which, I guess, [ would

:rather not know,” she wrote. “I have

. Igamgd that honesty and integrity are

~ sometimes in short supply. I have seen

:t”usthand the awesome powers of peer

«~ pressure and the pull toward confor-

~Mmity ... ButI am glad to have found the

-~ streneth to act. This time. anyway.”
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Plagiarism ' *
Is Rampant,
A Survey Finds

OXFORD, Ohio
— Students sub-
mit  plagirized
. work as their

own far more often than might have
been suspected, a survey of students
here has found: o
~ The results, released last week at
Miami University of Ohio, showed
“that 91.2 percent of the students said
that they had plagiarized their class
-work. Jerold. Hale, an associate pro-
fessor, and two other members of the
communications ' department sur-
veyed 234 students in introductory
courses, which 40 percent of all stu-
dents are required to take.

Freshmen through seniors in all the
university's colleges and -schools
were questioned.

The survey asked five questions. To
the first, “Have you ever plagiarized
work for college classes?’ 72.1 per-
cent of the students answered yes.
From the four other questions, includ-
ing, “Have you ever quoted informa-
tion in a paper directly without noting
or citing it?"* and, ‘'Have you cver in-
cluded misleading references in a
bibliography or source page?'’ the or-
ganizers calculated the 91.2 percent
figure. : .

“There is a significant problem be-

- cause many students believe that
whai they are doing is not plagia-
rism,’ Mr. Hale said. :

The survey, administered last
semester, is the third Mr. Hale has or-
ganized. .

The University of California at Los
Angeles, jh a project with the Amer-*
jcan Council on Education, ‘recently
released the results of a similar study
that sampled 200,000 students. The
study found’ *‘a little more than 30
percent had plagiarized work in the
last year,"”” Mr. Hale said. ' .

“The problem is that people don't
see it as a problem so nobody has
donc anything go remedy it,”" Mr.
Hale said. . &

Roleof 3 ‘Prediftors’

His study began at the University
of Hawali, when, he said, he found stu-
. dents in a class who were plagiarzing.
“My second study compared Miami
students to other schools and found

- "little difference,” he said.

. The new study found three “'predic-
tors’” that might help determine
whether a student will plagiarize. The
first is the attitude toward plagia-

rism. '*Many students_believe it is -
‘

- = .
. Continued on Page 37
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* Miami of Ohio

Continued From Page 36
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bad and unethical,” Mr. 2
“E_iul they do it anyway," _.'Hulc sald:
The second is how the student per-
ceives he might be caught, and the
third is study habits. Those with poor
?:itc)jns tend to plagiarize, Mr. Hale
Few students were taken ab:
!hc study. Christie Humphrcaybuud;et:\)f
ior political science major from Po-
land, was not surprised. *'Not when |
walk into a test and see so many pco-
nlc ch_caling," Miss Humphrey said.
| “That's how they got through high
| school, and now it's how they’ll get
. through college."

Avallability of Materlals

Matthew Burton, a freshman hijs-
tory major from Rl'chmond, Ind., srz‘n'isd
he had never thaught himself guilty of
plagmnsm.' ‘But after answering
questions similar to those in the sur-
vey, he found that by the survey's
.Standards he had plagiarized.

_ "Plagiarizing in my terms is copy-
INg someone clse's work word for
word, Mr. Burton said. *'I've padded
bn;y bibliography with sources before
cause a certain number were rc-'
qpired. But I stitl don't thi ’
pgz’lwgiariSm." hink that's
iss Humphrey said part of
problem was that all testg andosylllt;e-
pusef were available through “test
&lceﬁ ag!l:‘rater,r:ities and sororities, as
rough profess '
logt;c materials.p or? who cata-

"‘Students think they can get

. . a a
with 1}., and they're right,” M%. Bu:vtor):
said. "‘A professor who has 90 people
In a class is not going to have time to
:3:3( pg\;c;ry’ bnllo of information on

Re of a 10- *
QO&pagcs," pagg paper. That's
Ir. Burton added that onl

jar m'!'ormation could tip off aypg:?eusl-
sor. “Many students are good at
glaglgrnsm," he said, ‘‘agd they carr
do it in a way that makegit indistin-
gu‘l‘?r'ablc from their own Hing."

. S an epidemic hurtiig 30 per.
'(hcnl of the student popula‘tign actl'):s;
e country,” Mr, Hale said. “And
somet'hlng needs to be: done very

61
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StOrm: about 15.. . | M Mebvedsaktini iephone ner-
paragraphs from Maitre and was “‘stunned” that some- -
amoviecritic, = |oydelyprinied . -

'meww!deopyanarﬂcletpat_padbe_m-
ple in -

Atpeo on the does Mr. Mai-
re meotion’ My,: .or indicate |5
Mr.- ¥kitre."‘!.'--~$__7-'yur-olem fo‘rsmer ' e;'gynn‘ntm" s Ml.
ast Gérman fighter pllot an | a war standards " “
stspoken conservative, was said by |ir. “”m.u'ggemw- the reputation g ekl
ot - ect, properly liberal notion is — lib-| Mr. Maitre was critieized
vialaysia and unavafiable for com- |ralin the sense of having no standards |his career. at. Boston ;
nent. He has been at the center of sev- |- I8 that we should never dig deeper to lhelping make-a video
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What He Meant to Say . . .
. Selection of quotes from Michae! Medved and H. Joaohim Manre
v.;.DtﬁerenoesinMamasspeedxmnotodlnbddm

" Excerpts from Medved are' from bis Fobruary article ‘Popular L
* Culture and the War Agah'msundam In.lmpﬂmts publlshed by .
Hillsdale Cotloge ln Michigan , .

topqrose!ny #im of 1990 was
[ Ghost,’ oneofasenaaofm
aﬁer-doamhntaslosmme
movlelndusttyhaachumedpyt
. in.recent years. In this crafty
'tear-)orko’rn:mmmﬂlakers

seemed to make a point of the’ ucmtomakeapolntoﬂhafact
factmatﬂwoentralcoupiocon matthocentraleouplo R,
,nectedbyatovesodoepmtn oonnectodbyeloveco -
. 8urvives into the afteriife; have' that.it survives into the afteriife, -
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married, y

ootting i

,,,;wuggiewemu@etdomroman. struggle, we must do more than
+-protest the bad: mshou!da!so Pprotest the bad, we must fight it
\bog!npmnoﬂngﬂngood actively. As we can do that. .

Keeptnmlndmatmememm . Keep in mind thanheontenaln-
._ment industry Is one area of en- - ment industry is one industry, in
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Fe Generals

PREMIERE, From B

sced after the performance, gave the cast his
jue: thumbs up. o

ging by the applause, his opinion was'sha(ed
st night's audience, including Powell's wife,
;; Gen. Benjamin O. Davis, who led the Black
*s during World War Il and went on to be-.
- the first black general in the Air Force;

can just see them back in
se days, fighting
regation, saying, ‘We
Sy! Give usa chance.’”

—Gen. Marcelite Harrig

Chuck Robb (D-Va.) and Alan Simpson (R- . *nmmvuwmtmmv

noted {olidore expert

at Berkeley.

it could diminish the

But Heuscher said
Dundes's allegation.
1976 book, Heusche
1963 work but didn't

FBI Dircctor William Sessions; Anna’ Pe- .Gena. Msreelite Harris and Colin Powell 1ast vight. “There were some

ess secretary to Barbara Bush; and perhaps
shest critics of all: 25 members of the Tuys- and discussing some of

Airmen. ) o= g WETEWt too happy at the time, but carry a lesson particularly original,” thes :hlmseml!’ IWrol Ee "\vas not
't pretend to be a theater critic,” said  for some of the people who don’t know about it.*- + But Dundes said there were too many instances
Jut he said, it’s the salty language that “one Ira O'Neal served under Davis during the war. of important parallel passages for them vo b
issociate with the service.” “He was our godfather,” he said. “We were just, coincidental or an examplg of tw people arriving at
just a minute there, senator. - young fellas. Qur ears weren't even dry yet. He' the same conclusion. -

p Lee. president of the Airmen’s East the one that really set us on our way.” . Bettetheim, a student of Sigmund Freud and
hapter, begs to differ. “They all still have a tenacity about them.” said’ survivor of Nazi death camps, killed himself et |.

. 15 a Night instructor,” said Lee. *[ neyer Brigadier Gen. Marcelite Harris, who was named M
1guage like that, That's lodayslanguage. I the first biack woman general last year. “J can just His doctor said he had been depressed since syffe
sed it then, Still don't.” see them back in those days, fighting segregation, ing a stroke a short time earlier.

settled, the airmen, wearing bright red saying, ‘We can fly! Give

basked in their new-found recognition.  ed to bomb the hell out of the enemy.” of a healthy child's psychology. In “The Uses of

¥. which was first presented in New Jer- arris, like Powell, was also out of uniform last Enchantment.” he argued that fairy tales represent
ught. Some special reason, perhaps, in honor of | the struggle for identit

year, is getting national attention. And
Lucas. director of "Star Wars,” is planning  the airmen?

the story to the screen. . “I don’t know about th
ong overdye,” said Davis_who just pub-  Force general, wearing
n nutobioggxphy about his ¥xperiences.  beads under her white

first lime@: standing before nudicncgs wanted to wear a drop-dead gorgeous outfit.”

hY

similarly about some

feeling he happened to think the same way | did,”

the events of my life that said Heuscher, What

us a chance.’ They want- Bettelheim taught ¢t

parents,

e chairman,” said the Air |- The book, which won the National Book Award
white pearls and bugle | and the -National Book™ Critics Circle Award, is
fox coat. "But | really probably the best-known book to take a psychoan-

alytic study of fairy tales, said Dundes. '

Bettelheim Accused
of Plagiarism

Bettelheim took whole passages of
Enchantment” from a book by psychiatrist Julius E.
Heuscher but did not give him credit, said Alan
Dundes, a prolesso%University of California

Dundes, an admirer of Bettelheim, said he was
“devastated” by his inadvertent discovery and fears

psychoanalyst's work.

arch in a Maryland nursing home at the age of QGﬂ

said today.
Uses of

importance of the famed child

he was “very skeptical” about NOW SHOWING E
When he read Bettelheim's [Faswwaronoc] ” acres
r 8aw similarities to his own o .
think his work had been lifted. | J * fsfuExooeom —  30i<7es
areas where we were thinking
of the tales. [But] I had the'

H nan
hat violent fantasies are part D eIICiou_SIY ra

y children wage against their

“ 3 Yo ke
RIP-ROARING.”

=chaen brasella I Az

A smart

can still

wOR DY rrms s NOW Sh()Wi] lg

© PN OMOR CTUM S (ORPORLIOR ati vt} MY 0L

“Thumbs up!

—ROCER l::BEHT /"SISKEL & EBERT™
“Alice’ is a delight.

Allen & Co. make us
- believe that fairy tales

—DAVID ANSEN/NEWSWEEK .

funny movie”

happen’
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What Rhymes’ With, uh, Plagiarismf?' -

By WILLIAM GRIMES

David Sumner is not a famous
name in the world of poetry. Neither
is he unknown. Like hundreds of
other people, he has had reasonable
success in placing work ittiny poet-

ry reviews, most of them published

at lesser campuses, and from time to

time he has managed to break

through to midlevel publications.
Mr. Sumner does stand out from

| the struggling poetry pack in one

important respect, however.

He doesn’t exist..

For a brief but impressive run
that lasted from 1990 to late 1993, 59
poems by *“David Sumner” ap-
peared in 36 literary journals, and 12
others had been accepted for publi-
cation. That success rate becomes
more . understandable considering
that many of the poems were lifted

'wholesale from the published work

of other poets and simply adorned
with new titles.

Mr. Sumner plagiarized the work
of at least five poets (only 14 of the 59
poems have been matched with the
originals 50 far), bu he specialized
in the work of Nea! Bowers, a poat
and teacher at Jowa State University
and unti! recently the editor of Poet

and Critic magazine. And that was -

his mistake.

In the fall issue of The American
Scholar, in an anguished, angry arti-
cle titled **A Loss for Words: Plagia-
rism and Silence,”” Mr. Bowers has
outlined his two-year quest to track
down Mr. Sumner and put a stop to
the man he calls “the Ted Bundy of
the poetry world."

Mr. Bowers first learned that his
work had been plagiarized in Janu-
ary 1992, when he recelved a tele-
phone call from Carrie Etter, the
editor of Out Loud, a monthly poetry
calendar and review in Los Angeles.
She Informed him that his poem
*Tenth-Year Elegy,” which had

been published in the well-known’

journal Poetry in September 1990,
had shown up, under the title “‘Some-

| one Forgotten,” in the December

1991 issue of the Mankato Poetry

Review. The author of the poem was -

identified as Mr. Sumner, who, the
contributor's note stated, lived in
Aloha, Ore., and had published po-
ems in the Hawaiian Review, Puerto
del Sol and Mississippi Review.

His suspicions aroused, Mr. Bow-
ers enlisted his wife, Nancy, and the
two began leafing through stacks of
poetry periodicals in his office to see
if Mr. Sumner’s name turned up. It
did.

“I'll bet it wasn't 15 minutes into it
before we found the plagiarism .of
Mark Strand's 'Keeplng Things
Whole,’ a famous poem,” Mr. Bow-
=rs said in a lelephone Interview.

"We sald, ‘Uh-oh.

([ MC _
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Mr.. Bowers began calling and
writing editors at poetry journals to
warn them of possible submissions
by Mr. Sumner, and gradually, as he
received responses, a dossier began
to build, and the facts about the

_ mysterious Mr. Sumner gradually

emerged.

The chronology of the plagiarist’'s
activities, assembled by Nancy Bow-
ers, now runs to nearly 60 pages. It
begins with the first known poems
published under Mr. Sumner's
name, in spring 1990, and runs to the
fall of 1993, when Mr. Sumner made
his last known appearance in print,
in Writer's Journal. .

A survey of various contributors

notes yielded this profile'of Mr. Sum- .

ner: he was born in Belfast, lived in
England until the age of 11, held a
master’'s degree from Pacific Uni-
versity and had studied poetry with
William Stafford.

He certainly had made a close
study of two short poems by Mr.
Bowers, “Tenth-Year Elegy,” a trib-

Continued on Page C20 6 9
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Neal Bowers, whose poem “R.S.V. P " was published in Poetry gnaga- '
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panciioday, the nead sine Jusun?
partment’s criminal diwvision, E
S. G. Dennis. argued that Judge Gesell
had refused to provide adequate means
for the Administration to protect na-
tional security at the trial.

He stressed that Mr. North’s lawyers
part of their client’s
defense. they intended 1o make public
large volumes of classified information
in their client’s defense.

The lawyers have argued that state
secrets ‘‘permeate’’ the case against
Mr. North, the former White House
aide who oversaw the sale of arms to
Iran and used the proceeds from those
sales to finance a guerrilla war in Nica-
ragua.

Mr. North, a former Marine Corps
licutenant colonel, faces 12 criminal

ischool. described how she and her

pupils huddled on thesr classroom floor
as shots were [ired across the school-
yard and the shadow of the gunman.
Patrick Edward Purdy, crosscd back
and forth across their window.

“'We hoped that he would not notice
that we were there and that he would
maybe think that we were at recess
100, she said. Since then, she said, her
students have been troubled by night-
mares and fear of strangers and she
has become distrustful and winces at
unexpected sounds. -

Gun groups are fighting the bill on
the ground that it would outlaw not only
assault rifles but wooden-stocked hunt-
ing rifles as well, In fact, there is no
functional diffcrence between the two,
Edward Conroy. acting deputy associ-

. . 4
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By DANIEL GOLEMAN

An eminent psychiatrist who admit-
ted plagiarism and was forced to re-
sign as director of a hospital affiliated
with the Harvard Medical Schoo! has
been reappointed as a staff psychia-
trist at the hospital. .

The doctor, Shervert H. Frazier;
stepped down last November from
McLean Hospital, one of Harvard's pri-*
mary teaching hospitals, after it was
discovered that large sections of arti-
cles he wrote in scholarly journals and
textbooks in the 1960°'s and 1970's had
been taken verbatim from other
sources.

The trustees at McLean, a 328-bed
psychiatric hospital in the Boston sub-
urb of Beimont, announced Thursday-
that Dr. Frazier was being named a
staff psychiatrist, with full privileges
to admit patients, but that he would not
resume his former administrative role,

him was made by the hospital's gen-

senior professionals and administra-
tors that oversees all staff appoint-
ments.

‘Dlstingulshed Service’

“Dr. Frazier has provided distin-
guished service not just to McLean but

——————

The recommendation to reappoint .

eral executive committee, a group of- -

murder (oday :n the shoCung and
strangulation deaths of 14 family mem-
bers and recommended that he be sen-
tenced to die for the killings.

Judge John S. Patierson of Johnson:
County Clrcuit Court accepted the -
recommendation and set an execution
day of March 16 for R. Gene Simmons.
The jurors could have recommended
life imprisonment with no parole.

Mr. Simmons, 48 years old , has al-
ready been sentenced to die for the
slayings of two people during a 40-
minute shooting rampage on Dec. 28,
1987, in Russellville. After his arrest,
authorities searching his home near
Dover found the bodies of Simmons’
wife, his seven children, two of the chil-
gren's spouses, amd four grandchil-

ren. Co

-
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Doctor Forced Out for Plagi&rism |
Is Reappointed to Hospital’s Sta_ff- -
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to the community at large, and the °
trustees anticipate he'l} continue to do- - .
50, said Ernest M. Haddad. secretary - Associated Press

and general counsel of Massachusetts Dyr. Shervert H. Frazier, who has

years ago by freed slaves, has been burned twice
at church members say is racial violence. '

tion to the pro-|’

rights a_mend-

dn‘'t burn down
~is Dreith, gen-
dio station that
ter the first fire.
ads, a couple of
roblem for the
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Some say the real tragedy was the
apparent disregard for the church’s
history. **1f someone burned down Lin-
coln's- cabin, people would have had a
fit," said the Rev. George Wadleigh, di-
rector of the Alton Area Alliance of
Religious Leaders, who is white,
“They'd say, ‘This is our heritage.'
Wwell, this is history, too." .
~ Now there is little left of the church
but twisted wire and burned wood,

be placed on the ceiling and a charred
furnace that had never been lit,

The racial hatred continued even as
the congregation tried to raise money
to build the church a third time. On the
day of a rally in support of the church
that attracted people {rom surrounding
states, somcbody spray, painted the
road lcading to the church with the

blackencd tiles Stacked up waiting to |

Genera) Hospital, with which McLean
isaffiliated. - . o

Dr. Fraz.ier. 67 years old, was direc-
tor of the National Institute of Mental
Health from 1984 to 1986 and is one of

‘been reappointed as a staff psy-
_chiatrist at_a hospital from which
he'was forced to resign as director
because of admitted plagiarism.

trists. After his resignation, many
otter psychlatrists came to his de-
fense, arguing that the penalty was 100
harsh. They noted that the plagiarism
occurred in the writing of review arti-
cles that did not purport to present
original sclentific data. .

The plagiarism was discovered by a’
graduate student at the University of
Rochester. The discovery led to an in-
vestigation by officials of the Harvard
Medical School. )

Dr. Daniel Tosteson, dean of the

Hospital, where he was general direc-
tor and psychiatrist in chief, and from

ERIC
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words "KKK" and ""Burn again.”
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his faculty position as professor and

72

the nation's most prominent psychia-{™

medical school, asked Dr. Frazler toj.
resign both from the staff at McLean |~

.

eiad of the McLean department of psy-
-hiatry.
 Telephone calls to Dr. Frazier's of-
"uce were redirected to Mr. Haddad, the
official at Massachusetts General.
*He's being reappointed to the staf{
for all the right reasons,” Mr. Haddad
said, "'and we think he'll provide exem-
plary service to his patients and con-
tinue to work as a respected psychia-
tristonour staff.” ’

- Books of The Times: ’ )
" Monday through Saturday, -
The New York Times -
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CNN owns up to copying
story from ‘Newsweek’

The plagiarism virus that's infected newspapers of late
spread Tuesday to TV, but the network involved — CNN —
called it an isolated incident

At noon EDT, anchor Reid Collins reported that CNN had
sent a letter of apology to the editors of Newsweek over a
case of plagiarism by CNN. )

CNN received a phone call Monday from Newsweek say-
ing that part of a story on serial killers that appeared on
Sunday’s The Week in Review was almost word for word
from a similar story in the Aug. 5 edition of Newsweek.

In two recent incidents, a New York Times reporter was
suspended and a Washington Post reporter fired for plagia-
rism.

it

In CNN’s case, “appropriate action has been taken,” said
CNN President Tom Johnson, who declined to be specific.
But talk around CNN was

_ that the offender was fired.

" “This was a single incident,”

said CNN spokeswoman

- Beth Comstock, “and we

. have taken the strong action
it deserves.”
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Students’

attention
wavering

Academics avoided
for other pleasures

By MAREGO ATHANS

Education Writer

When Scott Morone started teaching
at Atlantic High School four years-ago,
he made a couple of assumptions. The
teacher is supposed to assign hoine-
work. The students are supposed ta do
it. -

Wrong. - -

As a rookie teacher, he was lucky to
get back 10 out of 30 assignments from
a freshman English class of 30. Discus-
sions on Lord of the Flies and A Sepa-
rate Peace deteriorated into blank

g8 Cheating:

our

&4 Children?

A look at local schoels

stares and excuses. He called parents.
Some did not know where their chil-
. dren were.

As he got to know his students, Mor-
one found out why the word homework
inspired no fear. Some students were
working late to support families. Oth-
ers went home to physical and mental

abuse, incest, teen pregnancy, drug.

abuse or gang fights. .o
“Homework is pretty small potatoes:
in the scheme of things,” he said. -
Morone stopped assigning it. Now,.
everything gets done in class. S
.- Forty interviews with educators,
parents and students revealed that.
homework as we know it is dying in’
many Palm Beach County classrooms,
as more students work longer hours to’
pay for food, rent or flashy cars with'
expensive stereo systems.
While some teachers said they have:
no trouble collecting homework ' —
particularly in classes with a high per-

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Students fall asleep because they worked

late at a restaurant or theater. Many copy

their homework from classmates but look

astonished when the teacher mentions the
word cheating.

spent four to six hours; and only
16 percent spent 10 hours or
more.

Thirty-four percent spent more
than 12 hours a week at part-time
jobs.

Like many students, Karen Ke-
shishian, a senior at Olympic
Heights High School — who gets
B’s and C’s and works about 20
hours a week at her job — said
she does homework for one class
during her other classes so she
does not have to do it at home.

“I have better things to do, hon-
estly,” she said. “After school, if
someone calls and wants to go
out, I'd rather go out. It seems
more important . ... You can do
it in class and turn it in late and
still do well in school.”

She said her job does not inter-
fere with school work and that
she needs to work, partly to sup-
port her car. “It's very impor-
tant, especially in Boca,” she
said. ““Nobody likes sitting at
home. You need a car to go to
work, to go to the mall. I'm not
going to walk.”

But she said she regrets not
having spent more time on school
work, especially because she
knows she has ability. “I wish I

could turn back time and do my
sophomore and junior years
again. I wouldn’t have partied so
much. I would have gotten
straight A’s. It’'s something you
learn the hard way when it’s too
late.”

But Sherman said students are
not at fault. He wants to work in
graphic animation or be a law-
yer, and subjects like integrated
math are irrelevant, he said.
“Most of the stuff we learn in
class is not going to help you, so
you don’t want to bother with it.”

That view has Ann Tarkinson,
an English teacher at Atlantic
High School, so fed up that she is
retiring this year — five years
short of full pension. Many of her
students work six to eight hours a
day at after-school jobs, and to
accommodate their schedules,
she has cut the amount of home-
‘work in half in the past five years.

But the worsening behavior in
the classroom bothers her more.
She spent most of her time this
year disciplining her senior En-
glish class. Cheating — once the
exception — “is now wholesale,”
she said.

“The money isn’t worth it. The
satisfaction isn’t there,” Tarkin-

son said.

Educators deserve part of the

blame, said Ron Hochstrasser,
chemistry teacher at Olympus
Heights. “People are trying to
change education in ways_ that
aren’t appropriate. The attitude
is, if kids don’t do it, we won’t re-
quire it. So much of education is

going to [the theory} ‘We have to

make kids feel good about them-
selves and keep them from fail-
ing.’ Because of that we're pan-
dering to them an awful lot. And

they’re taking advantage. of it.
Kids have developed an attitude
that what they’re doing isn’t im-
portant. There is no privilege to
being in school,” Hochstrasser
said. ‘

Boca Middle School hopes it
has found a partial solution in the
recently installed voice-mail sys-
tem that allows parents to call
for their childrens’ daily home-
work assignments.Boca High
School plans to follow suit this
fall. And a committee of teachers
at Olympic Heights is studying
ways -to encourage kids to do
more homework.

o —
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centage of college-
bound students — many teachers
described a disturbing trend: stu-
dents increasingly view school
not as a means to a full life but as
a means to a diploma.
This is not a poor-child phe-
nomenon, educators said — rath-

er it is a symptom of busy fam- -

ilies, life in a beach town with
. plenty of low-wage jobs and a

generation with a bigger appetite .

for Terminator II than Macbeth.
As more teachers resort to as-
signing less homework to accom-
modate students’ job schedules —
and apathy — educators wonder
if 15-, 16- and 17-year-olds are the
ones setting the agenda. .
Teachers said that up to half
the students come to class unpre-
pared.One or two often fall
asleep, because they worked late

at a hamburger restaurant or’

movie theater. Many copy their
homework from classmates,
teachers said, but look astonished
when the teacher mentions the
word cheating.

Teachers give students several
days to do what once would be an
overnight assignment or give
points for simply handing some-
thing in, even if the answers are
wrong. The larger classes this
year have not helped; some teach-
ers are assigning fewer essays be-
cause they have less time to
grade papers.

Some teachers have stopped -

grading homework altogether, or

put less weight on it. Otherwise,
too many students would fail.

Many teachers use the last 15 °

minutes of class to get students

started on homework, hoping-

they will be more likely to finish
it. Few do.

Jason Shermadn, a senior- at
Boca Raton High School, who has
a 2.8 average on a four-point
scale and works after school in
his family’s video business, de-
scribes a typical routine. “If 1
don’t get it finished in class, I usu-
ally don’t do it,” he said.

Parents, teachers and princi-
pals gave few ideas about how to
stop the slippage, other than to
stop students from working 40-
and 60-hour weeks. The problem,
they said, is larger than the
schools. '

“Things have changed drasti-
cally,” said Tom DiFiglio, social
studies chairman at Spanish Riv-
er High School..“Unfortunately 1
think in some cases the parents
agree with the students and look

at school as something that once

you leave the classroom, you're
done with. You try to assign
homework and you get this,
‘Gosh, we have a life. We have
jobs.’ 1 don’t know how we’ve
reached this point, where stu-
dents view school as some sort of
holding pen.”

‘A 1991 survey at Spanish Riv-
er, where more than 80 percent of
the students enter college,
showed that 39 percent of the stu-
dents spent one to three hours a
week on homework; 27 percent

Norman Shearin, principal at

Boca High, said students should

be prohibited from working more
than 20 hours a week. .

And everyone agrees that par-
ents need to monitor the sched-

ules of their children more

closely.

But Morone knows he cannot
depend on that happening, any
more than he can expect students
to read novels.

L3

So he “spoon feeds” each chap- -

ter by highlighting significant
passages and going over them in
class. “The problem is they've
lost the experience of reading and
disgovering for themselves,” he
said.

school your child attends?
We want to know what affects

What are conditions like at the

the quality of education in Palm .

Beach County.

We are looking for your specif-

ic concerns — for instance, lack

of supplies, crowded school and.
discipline problems. We are also .
looking for your thoughts on pos-.

sible solutions.
Give us a call at 243-6555.
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Cheating up on

campuses with
honor codes

By Dennis Kelly
USA TODAY

More than a fourth of stu-

dents at some of the nation’s

best colleges admit cheating on
a test even though they have an
honor code, says a new survey
that shows further “erosion” in
on-campus honesty.

Rutgers University professor
Don McCabe based conclu-
sions on responses from 4,300
students at 31 highly selective
colleges, 14 with honor codes
and 17 without.

The study, updating one he
did in 1990, shows that 30% of
students at honor-code schools
in 1995 reported ever having
cheated on a test, up from 24%
in 1990. At schools without hon-
or codes, 45% reported they

had cheated on a test, down

from 47% in 1990. .

The swdy isn't nationally
representative, he says, but
gives a “strong snapshot” of
‘trends at these 31 top schools.
The study also tried to see;

» How many said they'd

RN NI

-

done “serious” cheating on a: -
test or written assignment. The
numbers were 54% in 1995 af
honor-code schools, 44% in° -
1980. At non-code schools, the
portion was 71% both years. -

Serious cheating did not in-_
clude cases where a student-
takes a test earlier than a class-
mate and tips the friend to
questions. If that's included,
cheating reaches 62% at
schools with honor codes, 83%
at those without. “That’s fairly
serious,” McCabe says.

» Who cheats the most. As in
1990, business majors report
the most cheating, followed by
those in engineering,

~ McCabe calls the results
“discouraging.” Many don't
want to cheat, but “as soon as
they see someone else cheat-
ing they join in,” he says.

" “They don't want to be left be-

hind” in the high-stakes compe-
tition for graduate schools.
McCabe will presént the in-
formation to colleges and uni-
versities around the country to
boost awareness of the issue.

78
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HIGHLIGHTS)

- COOES OF CONDUCT: Lt. Col.
. Mike Strickler, a VMI gradudte

remembers the morning 2 class.
mate was drummed out for cheat.
ing. just 10 daya before graduation.
Thirty years later, the code stands

return to honor sysiems. E{

ROBIN ABCARIAN: A makeup
_lesson becomes a lesson in ltfe at
Sybil Brand Institute. In addition to
advising inmates to stop shaving
- their eyebrows, makeup-maven.
to-(he-siars and infomercial queen
Vietoria Jackson tells them that
how they look his a lot o do with
. howihey'r&l/realed. Et

SOCIAL CLIMES: At Moscow
.. Nights club in Studio City. the
. vodka flows and the balalaika mu-
- sic plays. In a stately dining room
- that hints of Old Russia. middle-
- ' - sged immigrants in sequined dress-
- . es and pin-striped suita gsther Lo
.- make free.world merriment. Ed
... Als0. the Buzz. E4

' ‘ GALLERY

Il that glimmers with a
neon glow is not neces-
garily a beer sign. To' neon
seulptor Michael Flechtner.
bending delicate glass tubes
inlo Intricate shapes and fill-
ing them with electrified gas-
e in a spectrum of ecolors 12 8
- form of fine ari. His images of
movie monsters and other
whimsical creatures come to
hife when illuminated. A se-
lection of his works currently
is on display with David
* Svenson's in the “Worka of
Light” exhibition st the Wig.
nall Museum/Gallery in Ran.
cho Cucamonga. E3

LETTERS IN VIEW: Radio coun.
. selor Laurs Scmeninger may mld
‘people who behave “stupidly.”

" reader auggeata, but ft is these umc
- ‘people who aliow themselves to be
manipulated by media personafl.

! " tles. Also, thoughta on name.
.- changing and exercise burnout. ES

.- DEAR ABBY: Those who have lost
‘beloved pets thank Abby for her
‘touching tale sbout the Rainbow
Bridge. where it's sald the spirita of
humans snd snimals will be reunit.
‘ed-One reader who had her pet put
to aleep writes: “Picturing the
Rainbow Bridge brought s smile to
. my fsce. ] hope it'strue.” ES

JOTABLE

‘e can't stop atl cheaung.
Lwe've tried tosetan

2
- LrRAnling tAnp An e

now on the Institute’s staff, stll -

sirong &s other institutions hegin a,

EXINGTON. Va.—Without

warning, a drum roll explodes in

the darkness after midnight,

echoing through the still bar-
racks, olting the cadets of the

Virginia Military Institute out of

their sleep. It I3 ominous and

relentiess. &3 urgent as it is
foreboding.

At every door of the four.story
complex. there is a huvy Imock an orctr 1] hll
out and. above the dr r
announcement: “Your Honor Coun has met .
Your Honor Court has met.” In every room. the
lighta snap on.

Within minutes, dressed in robes and pajamas,
chins tucked. chests out. ail 1.200 young men of the
VMI Corps of Cadets stand at aitention In ranks
around a dim tnner courtyard. assembied for Lthe
excruciatingly painful ritual of a “drumming out.”
One of their own has cheated. He
has been banished for breaxing
their sacred Code of Honor.

Resplendent In dress uniforms,
members of the Honor Court
march through an arch into the
yard. The court president an.
nounces the name of a cadet found
guilty of violsting the code ang
intones: “He has pisced personal
g3in above personal honor. He has
left the institute. never W return.
His name 10 never W0 be men.
tioned agatn.”

1¢ is 8 moment none of them will
forget. After 30 years. Lt Col.
Mike Strickier, 8 VM! graduate
now on the instliute’s sualf. vivid:
ly remembers the spring morning
when a classmate was drummed
out for cheating, just 10 days
before he was 1o graduate. During
one year while Strickler wss »
cadet. nix members of the regi-
ment were drummed out. In an.
Other year. there were only two.
He remembiers them alt.

lle sins remenibers the 12.
word €ixte that every YMI “rol”
memonzes the day he arrives. A
cadet wilf neither lie. eheat. steal
nor tolerate those who do.”

That code. said Danny Felton.
one of about 225 fourth classmen
due 10 graduate from the 155-
year-old insutute this spring, “'is
the cadet’s most cherished pos-
session.” )

Vanations on this rule of conduct are embraced
by 100 or so sututions of higher learming. n
adduion 10 the Army. Navy and Air Force
academies and venerahte miliary schools such a3

Cheating. Lying. Stealing. With
these kind of scandals dogging
college ca‘mpus&s, it would seem
mtggnty has fallen from favor.
‘Butin r&ihty, codes of conduct
are on the rise—and it’s often the
_ students who are pushing them.

_ Matter _
of Honor

SPECIAL TO ML TINTS

ROBIN ABCARIAN

~~ N 1.

81
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VM1 and the Cliadet. They range from small
, private schools such as Washington and Lee and
* Bryn Mawr o Princeton snd Rice. and (o the

Unlvenny of Maryland with 38.000 studens. °
are enshrined

. Sadler, vice president for student” affairs ot the .’
College of Willlam & Mary. “a decided movement™ = .

toward making codes s fixiure on more CAMPUSES.
Typicafly. Lhe codes explicitly forbid Iying.

cheating and stealing, and require

some sction when they have knowledge of viols.

tions by their peers. Punishment ts usuaily meted - -

out by studemt tribunals. in return. the school -
sdmintatrstion silowa unproc.
tored examinations, with students
sometimes laking the tests st 8
time and place of thetr choosing.
Nearly every week, Washing.
ton end Lee. whose eampus ad-
Joins that of VML, receives inquis *
ries or visiu from other schools
interested (n its widely regarded

system.
8 at Colgate
in Hemiiton, N.Y.. are expected "

versity m Wi

sshington. .
Other schools, such 83 Dukeand .

Jonmiloptlm.hnveutmnp
1o strengthen Lhetr- eoda. and
others, including

muuwuuvmwm“

honor systems.
Last month, University of Vir.'

margin of ) to § to retain & sysiem
that, for 152 yeare, hes required
permanent expulsion for an honoe
code conviction, Codes have been
stiffened elsewhere. t00.
80 why ghould this 19th-Coenty.

ry creation- codified
and preserved by military scade-

ton that hates rules? Even in megs-universities
where neither race, gender, history. culture, .

. aspiration nor personai acquaintance provide uni.

ty?
Plesss see CODE, £2

students to take -~

mies and old schools for men of ~

LADLE
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CODE

Contlanwed frem Ki

The anawet Lo eviienly 8 aharp-
enei cuncen over
ntyws mbject banig
calty to mind by ine rhrnu
srawlsl that how tlogresl the 118,
Naval Arsilemy fnr moro tlian 8
yeur,

Chesting, sturdics show, la perve -

alve. It Invoives stadents strige
ghug for A's and admussion 10
prestigions graduale schouts as
well aa thome flirting with aCademic
failure.

A tarximark survey of 6,000 stn.
denin In 31 af the rountry’s presti.
gioos cnlleges and universition two
years ago {ound that nearly 70%
had cheated—if oil menner of mi
nor Infracliona were (skcn Into
stenunt. The Agures approaciied
A% for non-hanor code achaols
and 0% for those with codes.

In non-honor corde schools, 0%
of

hen  a enmpany
nnntesl op Inminens
epprerdine Duiver-
agn by wriling.
Wl Term -
s adgniniatratura
cried fowil,

They itrimmed some attoleats

t of schoulfor turning e

pere they lidn't write —amnd
protested thet the compeny had
carried the cuncept of Ameriesn
free entemrise (oo for.

“Wo can't stop 8ll ehesling.”
aald John Wilson. dean of Seaver
College, Tepperdine’s under-
graduate libersl sris achool. " liut
we've tried L0 set an anti-chesl.
ing tone on our campug. I tell our
‘Chesting ts the sco-

ixed
three times or more. Only 5% In
honoe eorde schools sdmitted re.
pested Infractions. 1 think thet
difference ts quite significsnt,” said
1uigers professor 1Junsid MeCabe,
wha canducted (1he study.

A Keneralion 8£o. with campuises
seething over Vieinam, honor
codes seemed destined 1o become 8
retic. Some schoots dropped thelr
codes outright. concluding that
they were unvorhblt\plnrn
eascd Lheir requirements.

"During Vietnam. (here was 8
¢lesr assauil on snything tradition -
al.” Willtsm & Msry's Sadler said.
"snd (e honor sysiem wea just one
of the traditions thst came under
sitack. There was 8 (remendows
passing of honor systems. One by
one colieges and universilies pust
pecled oft.”

There were changes cv:ﬂ at
such honor code bastions as Wii-
flam & Mary and the University of
Virginia. Both schoots dropped
their non.tolerstion clause, which
had required a student to report

uny person he saw chesting or face

., punishment himsell.

With expelied students expased
o Lhe military draft, Virginia wenl
four years without sn honor viols-

uon being Students were
unwilling to srges because
expuinon was dstory upon
-conviction. [n 1979, the non-tal-
eralion requirement wea fnally

dropped from the eode.
ea! purposes, it bad:long since
grown unentorcesble.

he move back (o honor codes is
ymptomatic of a llucr ehmo
on coltege csmpuse

Center for Academic Inlegaly,
consortium of 60 gotleges snd unl-
versities cOllaborating on (ssues
Involving hogor, codes, student
ethics and scademic integrity. .

“All scrosy lho‘eo\mlry m!lm

For pract. *

Pavels, president of be NII‘CI’ N

demic equivaient of murder.’ Qur
stuidents undeestand thsl If
someane Chests, It chespcns—
and essls Into doubl—gvery.
Drdy’s degree.”

Cheating isn’y sn epidemic on
their esmpuscs. officlals at fPep-
pentine and seversl other Los

To weke war on plegisriem,
exstn cribhing and other forma af *
ehrsiing, edicainrs enforee welt -
te1n cinies of eonduet thei are less
right 1hen {hose nt the military
acalemies ami aome nid.dine
Suthern schi
furinal huvuv 10 thot

hased on knowledgs.”

“When you 1she & suldert like
mathematice,” he uld, e 1me
prwsihle to fake (1"

Whenever wirdesprasil cheal -
Ing nrcurs, enme hisme ancietal
pressures, while others ssy mors|
lmyn-umn have slackennl.

cheating a prolilemn on most “{'ve secn peska snd valloys —
eampuars, it nol 8 magir one,” lne pendutum swinging bark and
eand UCLA Now. It 81 Ir here ass

snt Gadlin, who sdils that his
echool eonstantly (ine.tunes a
cafe of candoct that he sail le
“very explicit on st shout every
kind of sciivily.”

At Csliceh In Passdens, sn
honor code siates simply: “No
member of the Caltech commu-

nily shsll ke unfsir advenisge .

of sny other member of Lhe
community.”

Inherent In that code i what
Cary lorden. the school’s vice
president for student slfsiry, calls
an understsnding that "Caltech
trusts the students snd our stu-
dents trust cach olher, knowing
that cheating tsn't fsir to the
person down ho hall, to your
10 yourseil, We even

Angel ives snd
colleges eomend HBut they con-

give them ieyl to some ol our

cede that Lhe extent
tsn't caslly measured becsuse
most cases sre dealt with quietly
and never make hesdiines fike
those generated by the US. Ns-
vsl Academy.

And benden I.nﬂlen asid, Cal-
tech's rigorous science and engi-
neering eurriculum—with its
laws, rules and formulss—feeds

tescher in 1070, salid Eric New -
halt, Oeentontat Caliege’s desn of
dtudents end 8 oncume stnfent
there.

“It seems tn reflict the times
we live In.” he slded. “When
jube get tight snd the economy
urns -quuh. the stinients’ snx-
ety picks

Al Loyols Msrymouni 1niver.
sity, Joseph G. Jahbrs, the
school’s scademie vice president.
saich "1 get upset when | hesr
peonte say, 'Greed ls the businese
“of Americs.' Why esn’l they heip
us build an ethicsl fiber In our
soetety?”

At Pepperdine, Wilson asid
many students focus excessively
on "gelling tnto med pehont or
law school, on their {grade-point
overagel. than on lesrning.”

AL Cal Sute L.A.. where many
students are oider (average age:
28), the emphasts ts “more on
getling an education than on

‘Extent of Cheatmg Isn’t Easily Measured

clala vies prestient for etudent
affasrs,

On ke other hand. snme a1y
dlenls aay s ditterent kind of
presaure i -Lime” peer pres.
sure, ane calls [L=helps enmial
cheating.

Erina Arcenesus, 24. 8 graih
ste stustent in cliniral paychoin.
Ky, said ghe hesrd binly twn
chesiing csses during the yesr
saL nn {'epperdine’s under.
uale discipiingry hoard.

“Peapie sro less apt to rheat here

bresiwe they knnw (heir peera
will tuen them In,” shesaid.
Cectle Nguyen, 21. a ‘rpper.
dins sonior majoring in interna.
tiong) studies, sde; "I 1 find
out snmeone Is chesting, I'm not
going to tell the tescher Or pro.
fessor shout 1It=F1) tell the stue
dent. Around here, Il somehndy
chests, everyhory elpe woutd be
lerribly unest with them.”
Ultimately, what makes Ocele
dentsl’s honor system work,
Newhall satd, ts much the same
kind of 1rust thay Caltech's lor-
den said endures st his schonl.
“We're belling on ths stu.
denu, rsther than
Newhail ssid. “We sssuma
they'lt behave In an honorsble
menner, and we're surprised
when they don'L We leel they're
here to fearn the subject maiter,

Their Honor

Virginia’s
SchoolsTake:

Seriously

anar rodes have alws
twen snrious matters in
ditian.
orhanle’ such 88 VMI—sn mnstity-, -
tin that produced (Gen Gaorge s
Mershsil. whoee fecully oncd in.
elivted lrgendary Conlarierais Gen.
_Thumes Jonsthan (Hionews]
“Jeckmnn. ard whose ieen cadets
charged Yankes hayonel st M
Civi) War hattis of New Market.

At Washington snl 1.ee liniver
sity, stuients sre guuiad by sn
honor system Inatalied by Hoberg
K. lee |Z) yesrs ago. They are.
Introdured 0 the code In he -
chapel where loe worshiped md
where his remaina lic.

At the Coliege of - Willsm &
Msry, where young men of the
Calonis! pisnler ansioeraty firs(
edopted s core forbidding ehedung .
st cards snd disrespect of women,

rmeet 8t the Ch
Wren Hutllding, Amenca's oldesy
scademic hall, (o accept Lhe pledge.- |

At the University of Virpima,
new students gsther on the lawn °
before Thomas Jeflerson’s Rotun-
€3 esch sutumn. In nuadmmb'

what he calts "a merilocrscy  gredes,” said Tim Dong, the aaso-

not try (0 beat the system.”

eeremony, each uses & Quil! pen to' .
abide

niors are

ke back authonty-that they un
Toa.”

up ta students in the ‘608 and
he sald. “But the area of academic

. Integriy 13 the only one where

© physies

o

authonty stull moving toward the
students. part |t (s because
fscully members are abrogsting.
‘They teach, do their research and
get off campus. But Lhere s 8
yesrmung among students and In
society for more discussion of etht-
cal 1ssues, and honor codes provide

. 8 forum.”

The recent student vote leR
Virginis among a hsndliul of
schoots— most emall militery sead-
emies like VM]—wilh expuision as
the required peruity for lying.
cheaung or stealing. The uncom -
prominng alUlude b3 unmaiched

Un y of Virginia

of code violstion, but four of Lhem

- were dismissed by Capt John B.

Pedgett 11l, the commsandant of
midshipmen, snd 8 f(ifth wss’
dropped by Resr Adm, Thomas C.
Lynch, the supenniendent of the
academy. The remsining six were
ordered expelled.

‘The five whose casce were dis.
missed were academy (oolbail
Players.

hen the nupmmendem. a"ﬂﬂ"d from the midshipmen.™

himseil the captain of:the '
footbail tesm In 1963, went before
the 4.200-member brigade to an- .
nounce the results of the Invesy.
gation and reviews, he faced @

mw«omtmtommwmmwmm

UV's student.designed and stu-, -

dent-sdministered code, probebiy |

undirnylonmmeendl- the best known in the country. hes '

bility and enhance sn honor system  been & subject of maﬂnd-r'.
that Midshipman Brigade Cmdr.  [of generations.

Sean Fahey sild wilt remain “stu- Crested tn the wake of 2 ln-v.

dent owned and ntudent operated.”  dent's fatst shooling of & umuy

A!nmnﬁymmwtlnplnnu member In {2, the core has beers

2 “morat by student votes over the

mmmpmen found (ullly of W" yesrs and hu westhered :

STEPUANIEGRORS / Churtmvarvite Quty Pragress

rfl

rules
mm @ separate report hvn{

a4’ regulstions, you
reduce Quun(. butif uudenu ne
scademy’s Board of Visitors, sn opporiuttily ta best the system,
inspector general’s findings cqlled they will. Jonor programe do best
for fyndsmental changes. Therc  where (! cresle an lunuphen
had been no sclual confllet of “‘of tnm@t, where everyone ts in-
inlerest on the part of scademy volved, and the honoe system be-
officiats, the report concluded, but  comes a part of Lhe fabric of an
“Lhere was a definite perceplion of  Institution.”
a conflict or a lack of impartulily
among ihe midshipmen.”

‘o4

deemed lnaulliciently  erises. n was ridiculed=and -
serdous (o warranl separation from ¢ when a student was ex:
the Navy. it will invoive paycho-  pelled for utm-mmm
logicat counseling, performance of  vending machine without pay
service, formal insteuclion inethics  ment. 1L has withsood &

and work with 8 senior officer,who  (n federsi court and sevived .-

will sct as the student's mentar  divisive ight durtng an sttemp (v
during the remediation period. impesch Lha honor u-mun.
Even as for P 1ta only bisck member.

There have bren &t least |
eflorts 0 shed fto |
hegun meeung with eune- md tough requirement to expel eny, -
with tndividual midshipmen in an  student convicted of a code viols-~ °
effort Lo establish the honor system  tion. The last, ending with a refer-,
more deeply in Lhe scademy's cor-  endum last month, was Lrouble~

muduhlpmen implnuled ln lhe
Lynel

l.

science. ’ ®omo because the debate came ux
“They are very much ashamed b dréwn along reciat lmu. [
of what has hai “ he satd In the back| achestd:
“They feel hey have all been  ing conviction of sn AM Amera :
rnished by this brush. 1 can talk  fcan student by a student Ry Uhag .

with four or live midshipmen end  included only one black membery -
get four or five reasons why R mopenuuluanmaw
happened. fut we are going to  Sccused was have graduated!
keep the honor concepl at the The conviclion waverthel
Naval Academy, and it (s going to  blocked her degree and -v-\:'-
be stronger in the future than M'mmwm-um;
has ever been in the past.” Law Sehool. o
Changes witl not g0 #0 [sr as to wunmmmdm
adopt the single asnclion that en-  American Orgenizstions on :
dures al VM|, severst other small S

<

pus. students were oftered 8 woq v
mititary and private schools, and,  possl (0 allow honor court Jaries o -

after 152 years, at ihe Universityof  impose temporary suspension i«
Viegints. : stead of expulsion. i ‘wes a way,
"There are some silustions nmm 0 provide

where we will ssy. 'Yousre out the  sanction for mnm.
door,’ © Lynch saxd recently, enough to warvent expulsion. IN
“Wa wiil do that for drugs, for

ecause militsry

special cases, McCabe has ex-
cluded them from his surveys on

the report asid, “was that they chesung. The University of Mary-
viewed Lhe honor concept &8 an  |gnd slso exciudad them when it
nenllumt nmplyﬁ mMM M studied other schools’ honor codes
app ta many of 88 for ita cam-
that arise In the dally ll'edn in Sesigning » sysiem

“The message the Investigators

honoe But the Acsdem Otb.an the authore of the
s foping, maturing - prop “snd students that
experience. You can have amedical it goes o . . . But they donXt file

probiem or you can have an aca-  charges
demic But honor viola.  see prople expeliod.
tions are in afl gradations. They are
never dlack and white.™

even al West Point, Annspolus snd  remarkable recepuion. midshipman at the Academy.” The festure of the
Colorado Springs, the One asked point- scademic ine  Maryland system—aside from ls
aschools for Army. Navy and Alr  blank sbout one of the exonersied -l(';’;::‘g find Iln:pg- w"n%':rm'u’u 0’1::3: publlemluc
Foree officers. But—ironically, [footbelt vhmi friend of Lyneh’ 3 ing that the most notorious cheal- - lon—ts {a incenlive for students
perhaps—the reveced natlonal %o, viriling the ing have come st the convicied of chesung ta recover.

milltary have on the evening bafore m. service scademies, where personal In such a ease, a student ts given
the country’s moll notoricus  came was reviewed Lynch replied honor 1a the keystone of education. 8 grede of F-X. After o yesr. In
chesting scands| that he had not engaged in any which (he person takes an ethics

In 1976, 152 udeu were kicked
out of the US. Milltary Academy
for cheaung on an exam. After 8
long invesiigation, 98 were reine
stated the following year. in 1984,
19 Alr Force Academy seniors
wero numpended for chesling on &
exap,’ and cadet honor
boards’ handling of acsdemic
Chesting wag tomporsrily halted.

. The mast excruclaiing cheating
altair tn (he history of the militsry
service echaols (e siill being played
out on the stately campus of the
U.S. Navsl Academy al Annapolis.
There. s panel of senior officers
appointed by. the Secrewry of the
Navy s hearng Lhe last casce of a8
many as 133 midshipmen involved
in eheating on sn electrics! eng-

l\&ﬂ|m ng casmination In December,

2.

What made the episode exiraor-
dinary was the enauing cover-up
and mishandling.

in {he weeks sfter Lhe Incident.
Navy investigsiors concluded that
22 midshipmen might have hsd
pnor knowledge of the exam’s

substantive conversation with the
young man, but his Tesponse was
greeled by mulfled jeers and
chants of the football player's

name.

Last May, nearly five months
sfter the now-famous exam, an-
other midshipman came forward
with new sliegations, and the Na-
vy's inapecior genersl launched
another probe.

Iuring mare than 800 inter.
views. investigsiors encountered
determined reluclance ta cooperate
by many mudshipmen. They re-
ported thal some midshipmen iled
to protect fiiends even alter con-
fessing (heir own guills 14, inelud -
tng 11 athietes. invoked the FIh
Amendmenl eight swore to lies,
and five refused ta bo inlerviowed
“even in the face of the Superin-
tendent's grant of Immumity and
orden compelling Lhelr -toopers -

When the investigstion was slil
over in Jasnuary, Vice Adm. D.M.
Iscnnelt. the navsl inspecior gen.
enl. repirted that &8 meny s 111

contenus. lionor boards
found Lhat there had been {1 cases

hsd been and
that ll had linslly s0 scknowl.

*Miiitary schools.” asid McCabe
of Rutgers, “creste 8 culture in  deminar, he ks given the opportuni.
which students sirongly bond with Ly to take the course again. Other-

esch other. Jining together and  wise the X, indicaung cheaung.
trying to help csch other through remaina & part of his permanent

thesystem.
“if you havea rigidsctof explicit ~ Al he Naval Academy. an effort
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‘ NEW JERSEY
A Code
"Of Honor

Troubles
; Princeton

By The New York Times
PRINCETON, N.J. — Every year,
Princeton University’s freshmen
are convened before setting foot in a
classroom to be told a story that
goes something like this:
Years after graduation, several
alumni are sitting around reminisc-
ing about the worst things they did in

on an exam. The room falls suddenly
_ silent and the next day the former
student is anonymously reported to
the university’s Honor Committee.

The strength of Princeton’s Honor
-Code is central to the university's
image, but 103 years after its cre-
ation, the code is an embattled tradi--
tion because of its double mandate:
that students not cheat on exams,
and that they report anyone suspect-
ed of doing so.

Davin Cushman, chairman of the

student-run  Honor Committee, .

which oversees enforcement of the
code, said it was considered so im-
portant that some 330 students from
a freshman class of approximately
1,200 were pulled aside at fall regis-

Some stuaents even say that their
commitment 10 honesty is deeper
than the administration’s. Last year
when a student was found guilty of
buying the final thesis that is re-
quired of every Princeton senior,
there was an uproar among students
who thought the administration was
too lenient in giving the student only
a three-year suspension.

“The idea of a student being al-
lowed to graduate with a Princeton
degree after having attempted to
defraud the university of the single

- largest academic requirement of a

Princeton education is just atro-
clous,” said James Gillespie, a ju-
nior from Wilmington, N.C. :

Mr. Gillespie has proposed an
amendment to the Homor Code,
which has been approved by the un-
dergraduate student government,

- calling for the expulsion of any stu-

dent who buys a substantial part-of a
thesis. But the amendment must be
approved by thé faculty before it can
be implemented.

Mr. Gillespie and other students

. say that the problem with the Honor

Code is that the Honor Committee,
which consists of three class presi-
dents, three former class presidents
and three representatives from the

college. Most of the tales are about
pranks, like stealing the moose head - 2 m"m“:uu"a charges of cheating
from an eating club. But one gradu- Ingm' other mhchld-
ate confesses that he once cheated plagiarism, are under

diction of the Discipline Committee,

But Mr. Cushman argues that §-
viding the responsibilities provides
flexibility. If the Honor Committee
finds someone has cheated on an

exam, suspension is obligatory. i

plagiarism on a class paper turns

" tration because they had not fulfilled - ¢ .
a key. entrance requirement: to . m‘m'F?e‘“m
write an essay saying they under- mmm“"“""'ﬁaamwu
stood the code’s 5 served on the Discipline
“They would have eloguent essays Committee, believes that the Honor
about not cheating, but would not w“ outdated
mention their second responsibil- - h:ladonlklndo( that
ity,” said Mr. Cushman, a Princeton P rare. The kind ‘of
senior from Tyler, Tex : class in which the professor lectures,
It is this second responsibility, re- the students take notes and an exam
porting others suspected of cheatizg, is given at the end of the term is
that many students find being phased out in favor of inde-
“I'll keep my head down during ~ pendent research and longer take-
exams so-that I don't see anything ”* l:me,_ projects. Thesc days a student
. Amanda Palumbo, a freshman from a8 likely to post a multimedis
' Peabody, Mass,, said. "I don't want I;"""":hn on :f.b Internet o.r. z
to tell on a friend. take an in-class exam.

Some students reject the basic
premise behind the code: that pro-
fessors trust students enough not to
monitor them as they take exams.
Ilya Shapiro, a freshman from To-
ronto, wrote an editorial in the cam-
pus newspaper saying that ff the
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RIC faculty really trusted the students *
o they would allow them to take exams
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‘Godging’ the Honor SyStem

U.S. Navy: How the Academy let cheaters go free

man Brian Pirko was known as an

answer man. Midshipmen in danger
of flunking went to Pirko before exams
for help. He was an ace student. in the top
5 percent of his class. and he shared
“gouge.” In Academy slang. “gouge” is any-
thing that will help pass a test.
It can be a copy of an old exam,
or studv aids handed out by
a “hooked” professor. Reallv
good gouge is known as football
gouge. after its most avid con-
sumers, the members of the
football team. The ultimate
gouge—a copv of the exam
itself—is called bum gouge.
Using it is called cheating.

Last -week. while Pirko’s classmates
were flinging their caps into the air at the
Academy's graduation ceremonies. Pirko

was sitting in his girlfriend’s apartment,
thumbing through the want ads. Along
with 23 of his classmates, Pirko had been
kicked out in the worst cheating scandal in
navy history: 88 found guilty. out of what
Pirko estimated as possiblv 160 who had
received an advance copy of some portion
of the final exam for Electrical Engineering
311. popularly called “Double E.” So far,
much of the controversy has focused on
special privileges for navy football players,
six of whom were booted out.
But the case of Brian Pirko re-
veals that the real scandal is the
way the U.S. Naval Academy
trains its charges. -

Pirko was “a great midship-
man” who showed *“a lot of po-
tential to become an impact
plaver in the fleet.” according to
"a formal evaluation by his com-

pany officer. An A student and

"captain of the football team in
high school. he had longed to be
a naval aviator (his grandfather,
great-grandfather and great-
great-grandfather had all gone
to rival West Point). At the Na-
val Academy, he excelled academically.
Idealistic, ingenuous and overeager, he was
a sponge for the basic values—both good
and bad —of the institution.

The Naval Academy is supposed to pro-
duce leaders who live by a code of hon-
or—they do not “lie. cheat. or steal.” Mid-
shipmen are intentionally overwhelmed
with classwork and drill. some of it de-
meaning and trivial. (As a plebe, Pirko and

A TTHE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY, MIDSHIP-

hilge
your

BEST COPY AVA\\%{%BLEH

classmates’

his dorm mates would be ordered to trash
their room so they would have a mess to
clean up.) The idea is to strengthen charac-
ter in adversity. The effect. however, is to
make many midshipmen deeply cynical.
" The midshipmen use teamwork to survive,
but their common enemy becomes the in-
stitution and all its rules and
requirements. “Don’t bilge your
classmate” is the informal code
of the dormitory, Bancroft Hall,
where all 4,800 “mids” sleep,

Deeply cynical: Midshipmen

eat and study. Formal instruc-
tion in leadership is often rote
and shallow—multiple-choice
questions on tests given for a
much-maligned course called
Law and Leadership (“an oxymoron,” ac-
cording to one professor).

Pirko prided himself on teamwork. “If
gouge is out, everyone’s entitled to it,” he
told the disciplinary board that reviewed
his case. On the night before the Double E
exam in December 1992, gouge was out all
over the dormitory, as mids passed around
a leaked copy of the exam. Pirko, who was
pulling an A in the course, shared in the
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graduating last week, classmate Pirko

good fortune, helping others to figure out
the right answers.

After the exam. a group of midshipmen
who had obtained their gouge from Pirko's
room secretly met. They decided that, al-
though they had committed an honor viola-
tion, they would avail themselves of a loop-
hole under the honor code. It permits
midshipmen suspected of honor violations
to “counsel” each other—and not press
charges. Pirko. who later learned of the
meeting, knew that the “counseling option”
was “bull,” but he didnt want to bilge his
classmates. Like most of the otlier mids. he
remained silent.

An initial investigation amounted to little
more than a cover-up by Academy authori-
ties. Although six midshipmen who con-

fessed were kicked out, the superintendent,

Rear Adm. Thomas Lynch (navy's football
. cocaptain in 1963), dismissed
the “compromise” of the exam
as an isolated incident. One
midshipman who broke the
code of silence was assaulted by
his classmates. A campus priest
later reported that other mid-
shipmen were being advised by
their parents to lie.

Under pressure from a law-
suit threatened by four of the
expelled midshipmen, who be-
lieved they had been unfairly
singled out, and from Con-
gress, the Pentagon finally or-
dered a more thorough investi-
gation. Another student who
cheated- counseled Pirko: “Lie
till you die.” But Pirko recog-
nized that the cheating was
wrong and admitted his role.
He was thrown out. _

Some who continued to lie
escaped punishment. Last Jan-
uary a navy inspector general’s
report concluded that, after the
Double. E scandal. most mid-

. shipmen consider the honor
system to be a joke. since it
protected the liars and pun-
ished those who came forward.

Pirko’s education cost tax-

payers $200,000. He’s been rejected by the

University of Maryland and considered en-

rolling in lifeguard school. Has he become

a cynic? “Absolutely,” he says, unconvine-

ingly. In the transcripts of his disciplinary
hearings, he comes across more like the
officer and gentleman he longed to be,
albeit a lot more credulous than a navy

“lifer.” After he confessed, he told the pres-

ident of the Honor Review Board, “What-
ever happens, you know, I feel better from
this moment on. just knowing that I've

come here and cleared my conscience. 1

guess that’s all I have to say, sir.”
LiNCOLN CAPLAN
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