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In setting achievement levels' for the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), there has always
been an assumption that panelists’ ratings fit the NAEP IRT models.? As stated in ACT, 1993, the NAEP Achijevement
Levels-Setiing (ALS) process assumes that "The item response theory (IRT) analysis and scaling of the NAEP is

sufficiently valid and precise so that the IRT parameter estimates can be used to map the panelists’ judgments onto the
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NAEP scale. (p. 2)" This assumption has serious implications yet it has not been investigated by previous researchers.

What if the Panelists’ Ratings Do Not Fit the Model

For the 1994 and 1996 ALS processes, achievement levels cutpoints were set by asking panelists to estimate
the probability that a student performing at the borderline of each achievement level will answer each dichotomous item
correctly. This item rating method is commonly reférred to as the modified-Angoff method (##ref). A second method
was used for polytomous items where panelists provided the average score of students performing at the borderline of
each achievement level (basic, proficient, and advanced). This method is referred to as the mean estimation (ME)
method (ACT, 1994).

Suppose a panelist’s rating for a dichotomous item fits a linear model. This scenario is depicted in the graph in
Figiire 1 where the S-shaped curve is the characteristic curve for the item and the line represents the linear model that
governs the panelist’s rating. Suppose B is where the panelists meant to set the cutpoint, thus giving the item a r, rating.
That rating will be translated to the score scale as B, thu§ setting a cutpoint that is lower than where the panelist had ‘
intended.

Person-fit statistics are typically used to determine the extent to which the ability estimate for an examinee
represents the underlying latent trait of interest. If an examinee has a fit index that is relatively large, then we assume
that his/her response does not follow the underlying test model. Likewise, if a panelist’s ratings do not follow our
underlying test model, then we assume that his/her ratings do not reflect cutscores that realistic determine what is basic,

proficient and advanced.

. 'Paper presented in M.L. Nering (Moderator), Innovations in Person-fit Research. Related papers session at the
meeting of the National Council of Measurment in Education, April 14-16, 1998, San Diego, CA.
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The Use of Person Fit te Model Panelist Fit

For the 1998 NAEP in Civics and Writing, ACT proposed a new item rating method to set achievement levels
cutpoints. In this method panelists are required to indicate whether a student performing at the borderline of each
achievement level -- Basic, Proficient or Advanced, is likely to respond to each dichotomous item correctly (i.e.,
Yes="1"and No="0"). Additionally, for each polytomous item scored from 0 to n, panelists are required to indicate the
likely score of a student performing at the borderline of each achievement level. The ratings provided by each panelist
for a mix of polytomous and dichotomous items create an item score string for a student performing at the borderline of
each achievement level; thus, the name item score string estimation (ISSE) method. The cutpoints can then be
computed using any method that is similar to methods used for computing scale scores for students, although the interest
is on group statistics (i.e., cutpoints set by a group of judges).3

Because each cutpoint represents the scale score of students performing at the borderline of each achievement
level, a judge’s ISSE ratings is a response vector of a student performing at the borderline. Since each catpoint is
computed using the same procedures that are used to compute student scores, person-fit methods may be used to
determine whether a judge’s ratings are congruent with the underlying IRT models. Thus, a statistic such as [, (Drasgow,

Levine, & Williams, 1985) can be determined for each judge, where:

1-EQ)
* [var(la)]”Z

¢y
The lo term in Equation 1 is defined by Levine and Rubin (1979) as simply the unstandardized person-fit statistic:
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All Pi values in Equations 1 through 4 represent the probability of a correct response to dichotomous item i given the
IRT model (Q = 1 - P). Because there is a mix of polytomous and dichotomous items on the test the three-parameter
logistic model (3PLM) as well as the generalized partial credit models (GPCM) were used. These models can be
respectively defined as:
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} Purpose of the Study
This study aims to demonstrate the use of person-fit methods to determine the extent to which a panelist's

ratings fit the IRT models used in NAEP. Person-fit methods are statistical methods that will allow us to identify

-nonfitting-response vectors. To determine whether panelists’ ratings fit the IRT models used in NAEP we will use the [,

statistic described above and using the dichotomous and polytomous panelist item strings.

P-Value Criteria

For this demonstration, rating data from 1994 NAEP ALS process for grade 12 geography were used. Because
person-fit statistics use response vectors they can only be used for this type of study if the panelists’ ratings are of a form
similar to ISSE ratings. However, rating data from the 1994 NAEP ALS processes do not form response vectors. For
this study, ISSE ratings were simulated from ME ratings by using three p-value criteria: 50%, 65%, and 80%.

The three p-value criteria have significant meanings in NAEP. For the 1994 and 1996 NAEP ALS processes,
exemplar items* were selected so that students performing at the achievement level have, on average, at least a 50% a
probability of answering the item correctly. In recent years, NAEP results have been reported using "anchor levels" and
a procedure called "behavioral anchoring” has been used to determine what students can do at these levels. The
descriptions of what the students can do at each anchor level were based on the items that students performing at that
level have a 65% or 80% chance of responding correctly, depending on which NAEP assessment (Allen, Johnson,
Mislevy, and Thomas, 1996; Johnson, Mislevy, and Thomas, 1994).

The three p-value criteria were used to simulate ISSE ratings from ME ratings provided by the 1994 NAEP
ALS grade 12 geography panelists. Another objective of this study is to determine whether there is a p-value criterion
that produces better fitting ISSE ratings.

4
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Achievement Levels _

ALS panelists estimate the performance of students at the borderline of each of the three achievement levels. It
will be investigated whether panelists can estimate student performance at one level better than they can estimate student
performance at other levels. That is, are the ratings that panelists provide for an achievement level fitting the model
better than the ratings they provide for other levels? Additionally, it will be determined whether a p-value criterion
produces better fitting ISSE ratings for different achievement levels.

Round of Ratings
To set achievement levels cutpoints, panelists rate the items in three rounds (ACT, 1993 — Design Document). -
Between rounds, panelists are provided with feedback based on the previous.round of ratings and-other information that

they may consider in the subsequent rounds of ratings. The following is feedback provided to the panelists:

1. Cutpoints set for the grade level and the corresponding standard deviations

2. Rater ion k )
A chart that provides each individual panelist where he/she set his/her cutpoints relative to the cutpoints set by
other panelists. This chart indicates interrater consistency.

3. Inrarater Consistency F k
Indicates how consistent a panelist’s rating of each item is consistent with his/her ratings of the other items.

4. Whole Booklet Feedback
Panelists are provided with the percent-correct score on a form of the assessment that is expected of a student
performing at the borderline of each achievement level. This assessment form was the one taken by the
panelists during their training,. :

5. P-Value Feedback : . - .

The overall percentage of students who responded correctly to each of the dichotomous items that were rated.

For each polytomous item, the p-value feedback includes the mean score on each item and the percentage of

students who performed at each score level.

Panelists are told that the feedback provided is for their information and they may adjust their ratings on subsequent
rounds based on this information. '

Data from ALS processes conducted by ACT indicate that panelists do adjust their ratings based on the
feedback and other information provided between rounds (e.g., ACT, 1997). In this study, we want to determine
whether panelists provide ratings that fit the model better from round to round. That is, do panelists pfovide better
fitting ratings after getting feedback information.

Panelist Type

It is a policy of the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), the agency charged by Congress to
formulate policy guidelines for NAEP, that ALS panels be composed of 55% educators, 15% nonteacher educators, and
30% members of the general public. There are factions of the educational measurement community who believe that

only "experts” should be called-on to set standards. Because the three types of panelists have different levels of



“expertise," some believe that some types of panelists provide more "accurate" ratings than others. It will be
investigated in this study whether there are significant djfférences in how well the ratings provided by different types of
panelists fit the IRT model. Moreover, we will investigate whether the model fit of the ratings provided by different

types of panelists differ Based on the p-value criterion used.

Rating Group

Each gréde level panel was divided into two groups to reduce the -intellectual and time demand on ALS
panelists. The two item rating groups are about equivalent relative to the number of panelist belonging to each type,
race or ethnicity, sex, and region of the country that the panelist represents. Each item rating group is assigned to rate
about half of the assessment items. Each half is called an item rating pool. The item pool for the grade level is divided
to form two item rating pools that are about eciﬁi\'alent with respeéi to item iype (niﬁ']tjple-éhoice, (-)r'constructed
response), subcontent area’, and difﬁcu]fy. In this study, 1t will be determined whether ratings provided by one group of
panelists fit better than the ratings provided by the other group. A difference in the. fit of the ratings provided by
different group may be an indication that items in one iteﬁl pool is more difficult to j'udge or rate than the items in the
other item pool.

Method

‘Dataset

Rating; data from the 1994 NAEP ALS process were obtained. For the purposes of this study, only data from

grade 12 geography were used. There were 29 panelists who set achievement levels for grade 12 geography. There

.were 18 teachers, three nonteacher educators, and eight members of the general public. There were 12 male and 17

female panelists. Three of the panelists represent minorities. The 15 panelists in Group A rated 84 items (54
&chotomom and 26 constructed response items), while 14 Group B panelists rated 71 items (50 dichotomous and 21
constructed response items).

Each panelist provided three round of ratings for each achievement level, Basic, Proficient, and Advanced.
During each round of ratings, each panelist estimated the percentage of students performing at the borderline of each
achievement level who would answer each multiple-choice item correctly. For each constructed response item, panelists
estimated the average score of students performing at the borderline of each achievement level.

During the ALS meetings, cutpoints set by each panelist for each achievement level were computed for the
purpose of providing feedback. These individual cutpoints were computed in a way that was consistent with the
computation of grade level cutpoints.6 Each panelist’s cutpoints on the 8 scale were used for this study to serve as the
ability estimate of students performing at the borderline of each achievement level; the performance of whom they are

trying to estimate in the item rating process.

Determining Panelist Fit
A response vector was created for each panelist for each achievement level for each round of rating using each
of the three p-value criterion (i.e., 50%, 65%, and 80%). Thus, 27 response vectors were created for each of the 29

panelists. These response vectors were created by transforming each modified-Angoff rating to a "0/1" rating. That is,

s b



using the p-value criterion (where p = .50, .65, or .80) each modified-Angoff rating higher than p was replaced by "1"
and all others by "0." The ME ratings provided by panelists for constru;:ted response items scored 1 through 4, which
were real numbers between 1 and 4, were replaced with 1, 2, 3, or 4 using the following rules: If the p-value criterion is
p% and n=1, 2, 3, or 4, then an ME rating greater than n + p/100 but less than n+1 is replaced with a+1. Otherwisc,
the rating is replaced with n. The rules for converting ME ratings are clarified in Table 1.

The I, statistic was calculated fdr each of the 27 response vectors associated with each of the 29 panelists. The
1, was found by making use of Equations 1 through 6.

Analy;es :

A The distributional characteristics of /,statistics for various subgroups of panelists’ were computed to determine
how weil the panelists fit the model overall. The mean and standard deviation of the /, have expected values of 0.0 and
1.0, respectively. Thus, large differences in the mean and standard deviations would suggest overall lack of model fit.
In addition to the distributional characteristics a five-factor analysis of variance (ANOV A) with repeated measures on

three factors was performed using /, as the dependent variable. The five factors (VARIABLES) were:

Panelist Type (TYPE)

Rating Group (GROUP)
Round of Ratings (ROUND)
Achievement Level (LEVEL)
P-Value Criterion (PVCRIT)

Each panelist JUDGE) was nested within TYPE and GROUP, while the variables ROUND, LEVEL, and PVCRIT
were repeated factors. A summary of the experimental design is shown in Figure 2.

The main effects of all the five factors are of interest, where the research questions to be answered by this

design are:

L Is there a p-value criterion that produces ISSE type ratings that fit the NAEP IRT models better?

o Do panelists ratings for Basic, Proficient, and Advanced levels fit the NAEP IRT models equally
well? Can panelists provide judgment of student performance for one level better than they can judge
student performance for another level?

[ J Do panelists ratings improve in fit across rounds? Do panelists provide ratings that better fit the
NAEP IRT models after being provided with feedback information?

[ J Do ratings provided by panelists from different rating groups fit the NAEP IRT models equally well?
Are there any indications that items in one rating pool are relatively more difficult to rate?

[ J Do ratings provided by different types of panelists fit the NAEP IRT models equally well? That is, do

teachers who may be considered the "expert” judges provide ratings that better fit the models?
Moreover, it will be determined whether there were interaction effects between TYPE and PVCRIT, and LEVEL and

PVCRIT. The research questions that correspond to these interaction effects are:

e Is the p-value criterion that produces better fitting ISSE ratings different for different types of
panelists?
o Is the p-value criterion that produces better fitting ISSE ratings different for different achievement

7



. levels?
The ANOVA was performed using the SAS software. Because the cell sizes were unequal, generalized linear
models (GLM) procedures were used.

Results

The means and standard deviations of the /; distributions were computed for each cell of the experimental
design. These means and standard deviations are presented in Table 2. Notice that typically the , values indicated that
the simulated ISSE ratings or response. vectors underfit the model. That is, the negative values in Table 2 suggest that
the panelists were responding in a mannier that was inconsistent with the test model. For example, in Round 1, Basic
level using the .50 criterion for Teachers the mean [, value was -3.61 (SD=5.43). There did not appear to be an
improvement in model fit for this group of panelists (at the same proficiency level and p-value criterion) in subsequent
rounds (Round 2 mean = -4.62; Round 3 mean = -3.73). Interestingly, the largest negative I, values were typically found
under the .80 p-value criterion (particularly in the proficient and advance achievement levels). The most promising
values in Table 2 (i.e., where the values were closest to their expected vaiues) were found in the advanced levels using
the .50 p-value criterion. For example; in Round 1 for panelists in Group B the mean and SD were -0.09 and 0.94,
respectively. . |

A summary of the ANOVA is presented in Table 3. To answer the first research question, consider the test on
the effect of PVCRIT on /,. Clearly, with F=194.41 (p=0.0001), there is a significant difference between the average [,
values obtained using different p-value criterion. The overall (unadjusted) means indicate that using a p-value criterion
of 50% provide better fitting ISSE ratings. The averages of the /, values are -1.88, -3.92, and -9.16 for p-value criteria
of 50%, 65%, and 80%, respectively. ‘This main effect is also clearly noticeable by visual inspection of Table 2.

Significant differences between /, values for different achievement levels were also found (F=14.79,
p=0.0001). It seems that panelists' ratings for the Advanced level produced , values that were closer to 0 than the
other levels . The overail (unadjusted ) means of /, for the Basic, Proficient, and Advanced levels were 4.39, -7.78, and
-2.81, respectively.

The main effect of ROUND (F=13.66, p=0.0001) indicate that there was improvement in model fit of the
ratings that the panelists provide across rounds of ratings. First round ratings have (unadjusted) average /, of -5.93. For
rounds 2 and 3, the respective averages of the Is were -4.85 and -4.19. This may be considered an indication that
panelists take into consideration the feedback information provided to them between rounds of ratings, and that such
information make them better judges of student performance.

There were no main effects from factors rating group and panelist type, with F=0.43 (p=0.5286) and F=0.99
(p=0.3851), respéctively. The absencé of GROUP effect is indicate the lack of reason to b;elieve that the item rating
pools are not equivalent with respect to the rating challenge posed by the items. The absence of TYPE effect on /, seem
to indicate that with respect to providing item ratings, classroom teachers are not any better than nonteacher educators or
members of thte general public. As a matter of fact, nonteacher educators provided slightly bettgr fitting ratings in this

case.



A hypothesis is that different p-value criteria will produce better fitting ratings for different types of panelists.
For example, a higher p-value criterion might produce better ratings for teachers considering that they are the "expert"”
judges. Studies show, that standard setting judges with higher levels of expertise tend to provide higher ratings due to
their higher expectations (##ref). The absence interaction effect between PVCRIT and TYPE seem to indicate that the
hypothesis is false. ,

Another interaction of interest is that of PVCRIT and LEVEL. Clearly, there is interaction between these two
factors (F=34.12, p=0.0001). A graphical representation of the interaction of these factors is in Figure 3. Unadjusted
means of the [ were used to illustrate the interaction. Changing the p-value criterion does not seem to affect the fit of the
Basic ratings. Using 65% instead of 50% drastically affects the fit of Proficient ratings, but it does not seem to affect the
fit of Advanced ratings as much. Using 80% instead of 50% or 65% drastically affects the fit of both Proficient and
Advanced ratings.

Discussion

This study is a first step in making use of a person-fit statistic in standard setting. The results of this study were
promising in that it provides information that are valuable to standard setters and policy makers. Analyses performed in
this study will be repeated on the 1994 NAEP Geography ALS rating data for grades 4 and 8 and also for 1994 NAEP
U.S. History and 1996 NAEP Science for all grade levels. Results will be compared across all subject areas and grade
levels. '

If ISSE ratings will be used for the setting achievement levels for the 1998 NAEP for Civics and Writing7,
person-fit statistics will be used to determine whether panelists’ ratings fit the IRT models used. This will provide
indications whether the assumption that panelists’ ratings are governed by the same model that governs student

responses is reasonable.
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- Table 1
__Conversion of Polytomous Item Ratings

.: . P-Value Criterion
Converted Ratings
' 50 65 80
1 1.00-1.50 | 1.00-1.65 | 1.00-1.80
2 1.51-2.50 | 1.66-2.65 | 1.81-2.80
3 2.51-3.50 | 2.66-3.65 | 2.81-3.80
4 351400 | 3.66-4.00 | 3.81-4.00
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Table 2

Means and Standard Deviations of the 1, Statistics, by Panelist Type and by Grade

Panelist Type Rating Group
Round | Level gn\t,earlll:)i T(ﬁicllgr N%Ea{;gff Puﬁf}’???i& (n:I 5 (n=Bl4)
Mean | SD | Mean | SD | Mean | SD Mean- | SD Mean SD
50 -3.61 1543 | 486 | 751 ] -3.63 4.86 -2.16 | 5.13 -545 | 5.09
Basic 65 -3.50 | 558 | -5.31 | 7.86 | 4.17 | 5.62 -1.86 | 5.00 -6.02 | 5.60
80 -332 | 6.14 ]1-5.03 | 8.00 ] -4.77 | 6.35 -129 | 5.03 -6.70 | 6.21
50 412 | 270 | 237 | 277 | -3.38 | 3.75 -529 | 297 -2.07 | 192
1 Proficient 65 9.14 |4.14 | 427 |4.62 ] -935 | 384 | -11.17 | 235 -6.05 | 4.25
80 -15.01 | 440 | -940 [ 094 | -147 | 515§ -13.17 | 3.68 -15.63 | 5.30
50 -028 [ 0.75 ] 0.16 | 088 1 0.08 | 0.77 -0.17 | 0.58 -0.09 | 0.94
Advanced 65 235 | 3.73 | -0.60 | 1.97 | -1.97 | 2.87 -3.78 | 3.86 -0.22 1092
80 -13.19 | 7.11 | -7.52 | 034 | -140 | 9.00 {| -19.02 | 3.53 -6.23 | 542
50 462 473 1-3.77 | 175 ] -5.00 |2.72 -5.12 | 4.10 -4.12 }3.92
Basic 65 484 | 471 ]-531 [364 ] -579 |3.10 -5.09 | 4.0t -523 | 438
80 -5.04 [ 473 ]1-519 |4.08 | -641 | 2.59 -4.76 | 3.91 -6.16 | 4.32
50 -158 | 182 ]-034 | 049 ] -1.20 | 1.69 -146 | 2.18 -122 | 1.02
2 Proficient 65 -6.55 | 4.59 | -1.16 | 0.63 | -7.26 | 546 -8.65 | 4.55 -3.55 | 3.68
80 -16.18 | 421 | -122 | 505 | -142 [ 425 -15.66 | 3.13 -14.79 | 545
50 030 | 0.75 | 0.58 | 0.17 | 0.76 | 0.62 | 0.87. 0.53 001 | 0.57
Advanced 65 -009 {081 ] 040 | 002 ] 004 |1.19 023 | 0.95 -025 {075
80 | -6.96 | 526 | -2.52 | 149 | -557 | 4.59 -8.89 }5.20 -3.14 | 2.11
50 -3.73 {393 ]-153 | 077 | 423 ]2.68 438 | 3.88 -2.85 | 2.81
Basic 65 425 | 4.01 | -3.64 | 2.65] -5.02 | 2.93 434 | 3.73 447 | 349
80 448 | 4.04 | -4.06 | 411 ] -5.60 | 2.65 -3.98 | 3.59 -5.57 | 3.61
50 -1.12 137 ] 003 |023 | 054 | 1.68 -095 | 1.77 -0.73 | 0.96
3 Proficient 65 -5.63 | 431 ] -061 |0.63 ] -5.72 | 4.81 -7.39 | 4.31 -2.73 1 3.15
80 -15.19 [ 370 | -11.5 | 477 | -139 445 || -1492 | 2.65 -13.98 ]5.18
50 046 [ 065 ] 064 | 031 | 096 |0.60 1.07 | 0.40 0.13 | 0.45
Advanced 65 009 {066 ] 042 039 ] 035 | 091 046 | 0.76 -0.08 | 0.54
80 ]| -6.25 1496 235 | 1.07 | 451 |3.69 -7.99 | 4.86 -2.56 | 1.26
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Table 3

Analysis of Variance Summary Table

Source df SS MS F P

Among Judges

TYPE 2 201.04 100.52 099 | 03851
GROUP 1 43.43 43.43 043 | 05286
TYPE*GROUP 2 4337 21.69 021 | 08084
JUDGE 23 101.04

Within Judges

ROUND 2 235.52 117.76 13.66 | 0.0001
ROUND*TYPE 4 3.09 0.77 009 | 09852
ROUND*GROUP 3 0.05 0.02 000 | 09971
ROUND*TYPE*GROUP 4 2.17 0.54 006 | 09925
ROUND*JUDGE 46 396.61 8.62

LEVEL 2 1604.59 802.30 1479 | 0.0001
LEVEL*TYPE 4 150.31 3758 069 | 06008
LEVEL*GROUP 2 759.32 379.66 700 | 00022
LEVEL*TYPE*GROUP 4 171.52 42.88 079 | 05374
LEVEL*JUDGE 46 2495.37 54.24

PVCRIT 2 376176 | 1880.88 | 194.41 | 0.0001
PVCRIT*TYPE 4 36.16 9.04 093 | 04525
PVCRIT*GROUP 2 39.87 19.94 206 | 0.139
PVCRIT*TYPE*GROUP 4 55.10 13.77 142 | 02412
PVCRIT*JUDGE 46 44505 9.67

ROUND*LEVEL 4 24994 62.49 711 | 00001
ROUND*LEVEL*TYPE 8 6.77 0.85 0.10 | 09993
ROUND*LEVEL*GROUP 4 4353.61 108.90 1239 | 0.0001
ROUND*LEVEL*TYPE*GROUP 8 62.24 7.78 089 | 05323
ROUND*LEVEL*JUDGE 92 808.76 8.79

ROUND*PVCRIT 4 9.21 2.30 164 | 0.1708
ROUND*PVCRIT*TYPE 8 19.32 2.41 172 | 0.1039
POUND*PVCRIT*GROUP 4 2.51 0.63 045 | 07749
ROUND*PVCRIT*TYPE*GROUP 8 13.23 1.65 1.18 | 03206
ROUND*PVCRIT*JUDGE 92 129.13 1.40

LEVEL*PVCRIT 4 1764.18 441.04 34.12 | 00001
LEVEL*PVCRIT*TYPE 8 84.17 10.52 0.81 | 05921
LEVEL*PVCRIT*GROUP 4 521.79 130.45 1009 | 0.0001
LEVEL*PVCRIT*TYPE*GROUP 8 69.69 8.71 067 | 0.7132
LEVEL*PVCRIT*JUDGE 92 1189.14 12.93
ROUND*LEVEL*PVCRIT 8 390.26 48.78 1878 | 0.0001
ROUND*LEVEL*PVCRIT*TYPE 16 26.35 1.65 063 | 08534
ROUND*LEVEL*PVCRIT*GROUP 8 218.46 27.31 1052 | 0.0001
ROUND*LEVEL*PVCRIT*TYPE*GROUP 16 71.48 4.48 172 | 0.0461
ROUND*LEVEL*PVCRIT*JUDGE 184 477.83 2.60
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Probability

Figure 1
A Possible Scenario of a Panelist’s Rating not Fitting the IRT Model

IRT Model

Linear Model

Theta

14

13



us
L}

14!

9l

' D o O o © O O O o ® o D o o o d B o *» O » 0 0 D O D £ g
‘5 9 o o o o o D o O D D D D o o b D o O D D D D D D ‘D z :
' ' ' ' ' o 'O '® ' ' ® ' ' D ' ' D ' ' ' 'O ' 'O ' D DD I g
‘9 9 9 9 D H H H D b D D D D D D D D 9D 9D D b D D D D D € \4
v ' M WM WM M MM D D w5 i p W P P p H P PH P D H D D D D z v
5 9 9 9 v ' o ' o o b ' o ' ' oo ' o H DO DD I \
FIXI dNOdd
08 S9 0S 08 S9 0S 08 SO O0S 08 S9 O0S 08 S9 0S 08 S9 0S 08 €S9 0OS 08 <9 O 08 €9 0O :LRDAd
pacuRAPY juadyoIg Jiseg : paosueApyY juardyoId JIseq pasuRApY juanyold oiseg TAATT
€ z I
aNnod
udisa erudunsadxy
7 3Jnsy
_OF
v
i




Figure 3

Interaction of Achievement Level and P-Value Criterion
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Endnotes
Achievement Levels
As authorized by law, the National Assessment Governing Board has adopted student achievement levels for
reporting NAEP results. These levels represent an informed judgment of "how good is good enough” on NAEP
-- key information not available for simple averages. The three levels are used as the primary means of reporting
what students should know and be able to do on the National Assessment.

Basic This level denotes partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
proficient work at each grade.

Proficient This level represents solid academic performance for each grade assessed. Students reaching
this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter knowledge,
application of such knowledge to real world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.
Advanced This level signifies superior performance.

For descriptions of the NAEP Achievement Levels-Setting processes please refer to ACT, 1994, and ACT, 1997.
Simulation studies to determine the best computational method are reported in Chen, 1997.

The ALS process has three products: (1) the achievement levels descriptions state what students should know and
be able to do at each level; (2) the achievement levels cutpoints are the score on the NAEP performance scale that

separate adjacent achievement levels; and, (3) exemplar items are items in the assessment that are illustrative of
what students can do at each achievement level.

Each item in the NAEP geography assessment is classified into one of the three subcontent areas of geography that
are specified in the framework (NAGB, 1993). These areas are: (1) Space and Place; (2) Environment and
Society; and, (3) Spatial Dynamics and Connections.

For a concise description of how grade level cutpoints were computed for the 1994 and 1996 NAEP ALS
processes, see Bay, 1997.

Two other rating methods are being considered for the NAEP writing ALS process. These methods are described
in Bay and Hanson, 1997 and Bay, Chen, and Reckase, 1997.
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