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ABSTRACT

This guide is designed to provide basic guidelines and
points of reference for participation in discussions on policies and
practices related to the inclusion of students with disabilities in
large-scale assessment programs. The results of a survey of statewide
assessment programs are discussed, including findings that very few states
currently have policies which provide for full participation of students with
disabilities. State profiles provide a snapshot of each state's policies and
current practices in assessment, including exemption of students with
disabilities, available accommodations, and reporting of scores of students
with disabilities. Following the state profiles, key policy and
implementation issues are highlighted for students with disabilities, along
with suggested strategies for improving state policy and program development
related to assessment. Examples of accommodations from state assessment
policies that may be useful in developing a student's Individualized
Education Program or in designing state polices are also provided. An
information brief provides an overview of the role of assessment in
educational reform and highlights issues related to the inclusion of students
with disabilities in large-scale assessment. A glossary of assessment
terminoclogy and contact information for state departments of education and
parent centers on disability are included. (CR)
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