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The Polish nation is found between 54° 50" and 49° 0’ latitude north, and
between 14° 7" and 24° 8’ longitude east, in central Europe. It is bordered by
Germany to the west, the Czech Republic and Slovakia to the south, and
Russia, Lithuania, Belarus, and Ukraine to the east. The Baltic Sea is on its
northern border, which gives access to the Atlantic Ocean. Poland was
heavily glaciated and the many lakes in the northern regions owe their
existence to the action of the glaciers as they moved in and out of the area.
The Sudeten and the Carpathian Mountains border on the Czech Republic
and Slovakia in the south. Most of Poland, however, is flat, open land. It is
120,727 square miles in area and is one of the larger countries of Europe.

Current Polish borders now correspond to those of the tenth century, after
many changes over time. These changes were often a result of Poland’s
position in the geographic center of Europe and its character as a fertile,

~ mineral-rich flat land with few natural protective barriers. It became a
pathway between nations and to the sea, as well as an attractive prize in
itself.

Two great climatic trends meet in Poland. The continental zone, from the
east, is characterized by large seasonal temperature variations, while the
marine west coast zone, from the west, is characterized by moderate
summer and winter temperatures. Because of these variations, the climate

" can be capricious as the influence of each zone shifts. Sudden changes in
temperature, pressure, and humidity are characteristic. Generally
however, Poland’s climate is dry and cold in the winter and hot in the
summer, with an average rainfall of 20-25 inches per year.

The people of Poland trace their roots and language to the Slavic groups
who first came to this region and with whom they share a heritage with
other nations of Central and Eastern Europe. Today, however, the
religion, arts, and government of Poland have more in common with
Western European culture. This fact can be attributed to Poland’s central
position on the continent which led to repeated contact with many Western
European cultures, especially during the Renaissance.

Poland today has approximately 38 million people, with minority
populations of Lithuanians, Germans, Belorussians and Ukrainians.
Historically, Poland’s population was predominantly rural, but currently
about 60% of the people live in cities. This change has taken place since
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World War II. Warsaw is the largest city with 1.7 million inhabitants. Both
Warsaw (Poland’s present capital) and Cracow (its ancient capital) are
situated on the Vistula River, which runs the full length of the country,
from near its southern border to the Baltic Sea in the north. The Oder and
Neisse Rivers form the border with Germany. The Bug, Warta, and Odra
are some of the other major rivers on which many other cities are located.

Agriculturally rich areas are found which are well suited to growing
potatoes, sugar beets, and grains. There has been large scale industrial
development to utilize Poland’s natural resources (coal, copper, zinc,
sulfur, natural gas, lead, aluminum, and iron ore ) especially in the Silesian
Basin. Machinery, ships, chemicals, iron and steel, and glass are major
products of modern Poland. Ancient and still productive salt mines are
found around the city of Cracow. Also important are the mineral waters
and the new hydroelectric and thermoelectric power generating plants.

Poland is home to a variety of birds (including storks) and mammals. Wild
boars and wolves, a variety of elk and deer, wild forest ponies, and most
surprisingly, a European bison herd can be found here. Lynx and bear can
also be found in the mountain areas. Cattle, sheep and hogs are the
principal farm stock. Arabian and other horses bred in Poland are famous
all over the world.

Poland’s forest lands cover about 25% of its territory and are coniferous,
deciduous, and mixed in character. Some forests are protected in national
parks. The Bialowieza forest on Poland’s eastern border is unique in
Europe because of its primeval nature. However, many forests, especially
those in the south and southwestern regions, are dying from acid rains
produced by environmentally unregulated industrial growth during the
postwar years. Clean water is in short supply because of unrestricted use,
and as rivers have been polluted with industrial and human wastes. The
Baltic Sea is in crisis.

Over one third of the people of Poland live in areas that threaten their
health because of water and air pollution. The soil in some areas has also

been poisoned by acid rain, air particulate matter, and the recent use of
agricultural fertilizers and chemical pesticides. Unregulated lead content
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in gasoline has added to air pollution around cities. The current
government is now taking steps to reclaim the health of its environment
and its people, but much time will be needed before significant results can
be expected. Similar problems plague other former Warsaw Pact nations.
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HISTORY OF POLAND

Probably in the fifth century A.D., Polanie, a Slavic people, settled in the area
occupied by present-day Poland. Polish history as a narrative usually is said to
begin with the marriage of Prince Mieszko I to the Czech princess, Dobrava, and
the christianizing of his people in 966 A.D.

The first king of Poland, Boleslaw I, Mieszko’s son, was crowned in 1024
establishing the Piast dynasty (which lasted until 1370) and engaged in conquest to
the east. Boleslaw II was exiled after he killed Bishop Stanislav, who became the
chief patron saint of Poland. Boleslaw III divided Poland among his four sons as
heirs. Invasions by Bohemian and Germanic tribes and by the Tartar/Mongols (in
1226) damaged the divided state.

Vladislav I reunited most of the Polish territories, and his son, Casimir ITI the Great,
extended Polish influence eastward into Lithuania and Russia and acquired
Pomerania from the Teutonic Knights, a group which had been established during
the Crusades and which were none too pacific! During his long reign, law was
codified, castles were fortified, and minority groups were given protection.

Following Casimir’s death there was a delay of sixteen years (until 1386) before
Polish nobles chose Jagello, grand duke of Lithuania, to rule and arranged his
marriage to Jadwiga, the Polish princess. This new Jagiellonian dynasty lasted until
1572; it was Poland’s Golden Age. It defeated the Teutonic Order at the Battle of
Tannenburg (Grunwald) in 1410. Poland was united with Lithuania. Its borders
extended from the Baltic on the north to the Black Sea in the south. However, the
Polish political system began to devolve into decentralized rule by the nobility.

Sigismund I, the last of the Jagiello dynasty, presided over the Polish Renaissance.
It was a period characterized by flourishing intellectual and artistic life and wealth
from grain exports to western Europe. Sigismund granted religious freedom to
Protestants and gave the Jewish community the right of self-government, thereby
making Poland the most tolerant state in Europe.

After Sigismund’s death the Rzeczpospolita (Republican Commonwealth) had a
system of elective monarchy and a sejm in which every noble had a vote. While the
power of the monarchs (some of them foreigners) was limited by the nobility in
Poland, they sought greater influence abroad--through intervention and war.

i3
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Beginning in1648 Poland was attacked by Ukrainian Cossaks, Tartars, Turks and
Russians. In 1655 the Swedes laid waste to the whole country. King John Sobieski
regained some of Poland’s prestige as a European power when his army defeated
the Turks at Vienna in 1683. The first three decades of the eighteenth century found
Poland as the battleground for two international conflicts, the Great Northern War
and the War of the Polish Succession.

Stanislaus II, the last king of Poland, was a puppet of Catherine II of Russia. Anti-

Russian sentiment and the support of France resulted in an alliance of Polish nobles,
the Confederation of Bar.

Three successive partitions (1772, 1793, and 1795) of the country among Prussia,
Austria, and Russia resulted in the Poland’s disappearance from the map of Europe.
After the first partition, in which Poland lost almost one-third of its territory, the
country moved forward into the democratic experiment begun in America. The
Constitution of May 3, 1791 granted political rights to burghers and peasants;
established the concepts of “people’s sovereignty”; and provided for the separation
of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. It is a product of
the same intellectual and political climate as our own U.S. Constitution. However,
the reforms encompassed by the May 3 Constitution prompted the second partition.
Finally, the unsuccesful national insurrection led by Thaddeus Kosciuszko in 1794
resulted in the third partition and the elimination of Poland as an independent nation.

Foreign rule did not sit gently on Polish shoulders. Bloody uprisings took place in
1830 and 1863. There was gradual “Russification” in the Russian sector.
Schooling was in Russian, as was higher education. In the 1870's the German
chancellor Otto von Bismarck sought to eliminate Polish language and culture in the
Prussian-occupied lands. The Prussians did, however, develop the skills of Polish
workers through expansion of the economy. In contrast, the Austrians permitted the
use of Polish as the teaching language but kept their sector in poverty. The massive

emigration of the late-nineteenth century came mostly from this southern part of
Poland.

At the beginning of the twentieth century various groups of political activists
disputed how to seek political independence. Instead, independence for Poland
was the product of the dissolution of the Russian, German, and Austrian empires at
the end of World War I. It was Woodrow Wilson and his Fourteen Points which
provided the basis for the rebirth of the Polish state.
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Joseph Pilsudski was the dominant political figure in Poland during the 1920's and
30's. While the Treaty of Versailles (1919) drew the borders, there remained a
dispute with Russia over the eastern border. The Polish-Soviet War in 1920
resulted in boundary concessions to Poland under the Treaty of Riga in 1921. A
republican constitution was adopted in the same year, but Pilsudski took dictatorial
power in 1926. When he died in 1935, a military junta took over.

The inter-war period was marked by remarkable achievements in modernizing the
country’s resources and schooling its people. At the same time, however, there
were growing ethnic and social divisions, accentuated by the world-wide
Depression of the 1930's. However, the greatest threat to Poland*Was outside its
borders.

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland and began World War II. On
September 17, the Soviet Union invaded from the east. Poland was divided
between them under the Nazi-Soviet Pact which had been secretly signed in August.
When Germany attacked Russia in 1941, all Poland was under German rule.
Massacres, starvation, labor camps, and death camps decimated the population.
Many labor and death camps were established on Polish soil by the Nazis as they
set about using their conquered peoples as workers and the source of booty. About
6 million Poles (including some 3 million Polish Jews)--along with millions more of
Jews of other nationalities, gypsies, homosexuals, the sick and retarded, and
political opponents--were killed by the Nazi forces.

Similarly, the Russians removed close to 2 million Poles from territories east of the
Bug River, sending them to Kazakhstan, Siberia, and the Soviet Far East.
Massacres of Polish prisoners of war have been documented. There was some
moderation of Soviet policies when the Germans attacked Russia. Some Poles were

permitted to leave the Soviet Union to join other Allied armies, and Stalin organized
Polish units to defend the USSR.

When Soviet forces drove the Germans out of eastern Poland, the Russians set up a
pro-Soviet provisional government in Lublin in July 1944. Soviet and Polish armies
entered Berlin in May 1945. Agreements among the Allies placed Poland in the
Sowviet sphere of influence.

In Poland, government-controlled elections in 1947 gave the Communists complete
control. It was not until 1948 that the anti-Communist resistance was overcome in

19
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the country. At that time a rigid police state was established. In 1952 Poland
became a people’s republic based on on the Soviet model. This ended in 1989.

Poland’s borders had been redrawn as a result of the Yalta and Potsdam
conferences. It was deprived of its eastern lands, but compensated with former
German territories in the west. The western border, the Oder-Neisse line, was
recognized as permanent by East Germany and Poland in 1950, but not accepted by
West Germany until 1971.

'Civic oppression or deterioration of the economy were the causes of civil
disturbances against the Communist regimes during every postwar decade. The
gravest crisis took place in 1980 when an alliance was formed between factory
workers, miners, farmers, and those opposing the government on human- rights
grounds. The Solidarity labor union created the first independent social and political
movement in postwar Eastern Europe. Its demands for democratic reforms led to
the imposition of martial law in December 1981 and the imprisonment of many
Solidarity activists. The movement went underground and remained a force,
increasing its influence after the release of the Solidarity leadership in 1986.

The beginning of the Gorbachev era in the Soviet Union in March 1985 was
recognized as an opening. The Polish opposition exploited the lessening tension in
the region, the optimism engendered by the visits -of Pope John Paul II, and the
deepening economic recession. Round-table talks took place in 1989 which secured
political concessions: Solidarity was re-legalized and parliament and the presidency
were to be reorganized. Limited-free parliamentary elections took place in which
Solidarity candidates won almost every seat for which they could contend.

After Wojciech Jaruzelski was narrowly re-elected president, he offered Tadeusz
Mazowiecki of Solidarity the premiership. Mazowiecki initiated the transition to a
free-market economy, the immediate results of which were increased economic
hardship and disruption.

On December 9, 1990, Lech Walesa won the first direct free presidential election in
Poland’s history. The free 1992 parliamentary elections returned power to
metamorphosized former-Communists and Peasant Party members.

Since 1991 Poland’s economy has shown signs of improvement. Industrial
production and exports are up and inflation has lessened. However, Poland’s

ECilmette Public Schools District 39 16 BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



economy continues to have severe unemployment problems (a phenomenenon not
permitted under the former, full-employment economy) and budget deficits.
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THE HISTORY OF POLISH ART

Throughout its history, Poland, located in the center of Europe, has served
as a cultural bridge between the East and the West. This was true even in
ancient pre-historic times, then in the various periods of European history,
such as the Renaissance. It continues to be true today, especially after the
collapse of communism. Poland's rich heritage, which spans the ancient
proto-Slavic times and a thousand years of recorded history, has produced
culture and art which is both intertwined with Poland's history and which
has a universal value, reflecting Poland's multicultural tradition.

The historical periods into which this span of Polish culture is traditionally
divided include: Prehistoric, Romanesque (Early Christian), Gothic
(Medieval), Renaissance, Baroque, Enlightenment, and Modern Poland
(19th-20th century), which includes many subperiods from Romanticism
(first half of 19th century) to Contemporary (after World War II). All of
these periods, which co-incide with the periods of West European culture,
‘on Polish soil had their own unique development, reflecting the
conjunction of many cultural influences.

Prehistoric Period

In ancient times, several Slavic tribes lived on the territory of present day
Poland. These Slavic tribes also had contact with other ancient cultures,
including Celtic, Scandinavian (Germanic), and even ancient Greece and
Rome. The ancient trade route called the "Amber Trail" led through these
Slavic lands to the Baltic Sea, and archeologists have found many ancient
Roman artifacts and coins along the route of this trail. Each of the Slavic
tribes developed its own forms of art, the remains of which can still be
found today. For example, in the west of Poland archeologists have
completely restored a complete prehistoric town, Biskupin, dating back to
the fifth century B.C. This town was constructed entirely in wood, and
amazingly parts of the wooden construction survived through the ages to
the extent that we were able to restore the original layout of the town. It is
a very interesting example of prehistoric urban planning, which assumes
an egalitarian social structure. Another example is the Sleza mountain in
present day Silesia. This mountain was sacred to the residents of that
region, who placed monumental sculptures along the path to the summit
of the mountain. These are unique works of prehistoric art on a European
scale, because at this time no other place in Northern Europe had
developed the art of monumental sculpture.

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 13 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Romanesque (Early Christian)

By the year 966 A.D., Poland existed not only as a tribe but as a political
state. This was the year in which the prince of Poland, Mieszko, adopted
Chritianity for his nation. In the history of Polish culture, this was a
watershed, because it brought Poland into the fold of Western Europe and
under the cultural influence of the Western European Christian nations
whcih had formed during the several centuries since the dissolution of the
Roman Empire. The architectural style which was adopted in Poland
during these early Christian times was Romanesque: a style which
developed under late Roman influence in France under Charlemagne, and
which came to Poland via the German lands (Holy Roman Empire) and
Bohemia. This style still bears some similarity to the buildings of ancient
Rome: round rotundas, palatios, columns, tripartite windows. It was used
for church and government buildings, and was the first time that stone
rather than wood was used in Polish architecture.

The adoption of Christianity introduced an overwhelming new cultural
influence. The old pagan culture was often subsumed by Christianity
rather than exterminated. For example, on the sacred Sleza mountain,
sculptures depicting the Stations of the Cross were placed not far from the
original pagan sculptures. Another example of the incorporation of pagan
elements were the magical purses called "kaptorga”, which were worn in
accordance with old pagan beliefs but which were decorated with
Christian motifs. Also, the earliest churches were built in the same spots as
old pagan places of worship. Pagan symbols were given a new Christian
interpretation: for example, the pagan tree worship was reinterpreted in
the context of the Chritian symbol of the "Tree of Life". Christian culture
was adopted in Poland, with influences from the West. For example, the
art of medieval manuscript illumination flourished, and many of the
monks who worked on these manuscripts came to Poland from Western
Europe.

Gothic (Medieval) Period

By the time of the Gothic period, which in Poland lasted from the
thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, Poland was fully integrated into
Western European culture. This was a time of explosive growth for
architecture, especially churches and urban planning. The growth of the
oldest Polish cities, which are to this day major are cultural centers, dates
back to this period: Cracow, Wroclaw, Poznan, Gdansk. Cracow was by
then the capital of Poland, and many of its architectural monuments date
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back to this period, including the first construction of the Wawel Royal
Castle. The Polish Gothic architectural style is influenced mainly by
Northern Europe, for example Germany; however, in the construction of
Gothic churches and castles, Polish Gothic used brick rather than stone. In
painting, the Polish Gothic style experienced significant Italian and Dutch
influence.

Rennaisance

The height of the Rennaisance in Poland was in the sixteenth century. This
was called Poland’s "Golden Age", the cultural and political development
of the Polish Republic. During this time, Poland developed political
thought and legislation which guaranteed human rights such as freedom
of religion. This encouraged the migration of people of other nations to
Poland, which may be compared to the later emigration for reasons of
religious freedom to America. Poland was also at the center of trade
routes, at the intersection between East and west. As a result of its political
freedom and economic prosperity, many people of different origins settled
in Poland, for example Jews, Protestants from Germany and Holland,
Italians, Russians, Armenians, Greeks, Lithuanians, Tatars, and Gypsies.
As a political class, the Polish nobility gained in importance, which in the
next period, Baroque, led to the unique political system of the elected
monarchy.

Poland during the Renaissance was truly international in flavor. In 1569,
Poland and Lithuania signed a treaty of political union, and as a result the
Polish-Lithuanian Republic was geographically the largest country in
Europe other than Russia, and included also Byelorussia and parts of
present-day Ukraine. Many Italian architects worked in Poland. In the
first half of the sixteenth century, Poland had an Italian queen, Bona
Sforza, the second wife of King Sigismund the Old, who imported Italian
culture, artists and customs into Poland. The Polish style of painting in the
Renaissance was influenced by the Germans and the Dutch. Polish
language and literature flowered in the works of Mikolaj Rej and Jan
Kochanowski, who both followed the European movement of
development of literature in the vernacular European languages, as
opposed to Latin. Polish cultural models were followed by other Central
European nations; for example, the Wawel Royal Castle, rebuilt by Italian
architects in the Renaissance style, served as a model for the construction
of the royal castle in Buda, Hungary (the future Budapest). Poland
developed distinctive new elements in its architecture of this period, for
example the architecture of the Polish manor house, chapel, and tomb
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stone. Polish Renaissance style, called "northern", often combined late
Gothic elements, unlike its Mediterranean counterpart. Polish science also
flourished during the Renaissance, thanks to the rich cultural connections
between Poland and Western Europe. The astronomer Mikolaj Kopernik
(Copernicus), who studied at the Jagiellonian University in Cracow and at
the Italian universities in Bologna, Padua and Ferrara, discovered that the
earth moves around the sun, and thereby also set in motion the entire
movement of modern science which started in the Renaissance.

Baroque Period

In the seventeenth century architecture continued to develop during the
Baroque period. Much of the church architecture which survives in Poland
to this day is either Baroque, or Gothic with Baroque interiors, which were
rebuilt in the seventeenth century. Two of the most beautiful examples of
this architecture are the monastery of Jasna Gora in Czestochowa, which
houses the famous shrine of the "Black Madonna" icon, and the Ostra
Brama shrine in Vilnius, Lithuania. The Baroque architecture of palaces,
churches, and townhouses, flourished especially in the areas of Poland,
Lithuania, Byelorussia and Ukraine where, following the union of Poland
and Lithuania, the political class of the Polish nobility and aristocracy was
strongest. This integration of cultures was also reflected in the
development of a uniquely Polish style of portrait painting, which depicted
the Polish nobleman in a characteristic costume called "kontusz", which
showed definite oriental influences. This style of painting also reflected the
psychology of the nobility, emphasizing the qualities of joviality,

prosperity, and patriotism.
Enlightenment

The Enlightenment in Europe was a period of dynamic growth in the
sciences and in the arts. Many cultural institutions which survive to this
day were founded at this time, such as the Academie Francaise in Paris. In
Poland, French and British influences were especially prominent in this
period. As an example of the cultural spirit of the Enlightenment, we can
take King Stanislaw August Poniatowski, the last king of Poland, who
reigned from 1764 to 1795. He was the foremost sponsor of the arts and
sciences in Poland, and founded the National Museum of Art and the
Academy of Fine Arts, as well as the National Education Commission. He
promoted the development of historical painting, and he invited Western
painters, such as Bernardo Bellotto Canaletto and Marcelli Bacciarelli, to
paint scenes and portraits of contemporary Poland. Canaletto is known
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for his paintings of Warsaw. He also sponsored many Polish painters, who
received their training in Western European cultural centers, such as Paris,
Rome, Dresden, and Vienna. The foremost of these Polish artists was Jan
Piotr Norblin, who painted in the style of the Watteau School. The
Enlightenment architectural style was characterized by classicism. The
king's summer palaces in the Warsaw parks of Ujazdow and Lazienki were
built in this style, as well as many palaces and manor houses belonging to
the nobility. The British influence was also felt in the design of these
residences, and especially in the style of the English garden.

Modern Poland (19th-20th centuries)

Poland’s struggle for independence and political and cultural autonomy.
Poland lost its independence in 1795, regained it in 1918, lost it again
during World War I (1939-1945), and regained it only partially during the
period of communism (1945-1989), during which the Polish communist
state was technically independent, but ideologically under the domination
of the Soviet Union. This dramatic history is at the core of the Polish
cultural experience during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This
modern period in art and culture is subdivided into many subperiods:
Romanticism, Impressionism, Symbolism, Expressionism, Historicism, Art

Nouveau, Formism, Cubism, Futurism, Constructivism, A%ant-garde,
World War II, Socialist Realism, and the Contemporary: perThe most
important factor during the last two centuries of Pelisk history-is iod,

which is a return to the current traditions of Western European art.

During the nineteenth century, Polish art and culture followed different
paths of development under the three partitions of the occupying powers
(Russia, Prussia, and Austria-Hungary). The governments of Russia and
Prussia were repressive to Polish cultural institutions. Cracow, which
geographically was incorporated into the Austro-Hungarian empire,
became the main Polish cultural center. Polish artists during the Romantic
period focused on the question of the maintenance of Polish national
identity. The historical paintings of Jan Matejko and Artur Grottger are
wonderful examples of this patriotic vision, depicting scenes from Polish
history and national mythology. Many Polish artists and intellectuals at
this time were dispersed in the major Western European cultural centers.
The composer Fryderyk Chopin spent much of his life in France. Polish
impressionist painters, such as Wladyslaw Slewinski and Olga Boznanska,
also worked in Paris. In Austria, approximately 15% of the works of Art
Nouveau were created by Polish artists. In Poland, Art Nouveau took a
characteristically Polish form, inspired by elements of Polish folk art. This
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was part of a movement called "Young Poland", whose aim was the
rejuvenation of Polish national identity, and which was influential in
painting, literature, and music. The most versatile and innovative artist of
Young Poland was Stanislaw Wyspianski, who as an artist worked in
many media, including painting, pastels, and stained glass, and was also a
playwright and stage designer. Some of the artistic trends which emerged
during the nineteenth century, such as Impressionism, retained significant
vitality far into the twentieth century.

Having regained its independence after over a hundred years of partitions
by foreign powers, Polish culture underwent a period of dynamic growth
and renewal during the period between the First and Second World War
(1918-1939). Poland participated with great success in the modernist
movement of the European avant-garde. For example, Polish artists won
the most awards (172) at the 1925 International Exposition of Decorative
Arts in Paris. This success was a consequence of the Polish artistic
movement called Formism, which created its own interpretation of
European styles such as Cubism, Futurism, and Expressionism. Formism
laid the foundations of several different avant-garde movements in art,
which continued after World War II. During the inter-war period of
independence, the Russian avant-garde also. d.an.infl

artists, some of whom, for. exaiip
Malevich), participated i the artistic
after the Russian Revolution. Several B
Russian avant-garde, for example Wladyslaw- Serzéfiski and Katarzyna
Kobro, brought the style of this avant-garde to-Poland:in the Tite 1920's
and early 1930's. These dynamic developments were brought to an end by
the outbreak of World War II in 1939.

A
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The outbreak of World War I, followed by Nazi occupation, meant the
elimination of all free and open cultural life in Poland. Museums, art
galleries, and universities were closed down. The Nazi policy was aimed
against Polish culture and those who contributed to it; all of them, together
with the Polish intelligentsia in general (e.g., teachers, doctors, lawyers,
engineers, scientists), were the subject of the sharpest repressive measures,
which however did not produce the expected results. Art continued to b

produced even in the prisons, ghettoes, and concentration camps. This
wartime art constitutes a very special chapter in the history of Polish
culture. Over five hundred painters, sculptors, graphic artists and over
three hundred architects paid with their lives for their brave resistance and
anti-Nazi activity. The post-war exhibition "Warsaw Accuses", which
opened on May 3, 1945, in the National Museum of Art in Warsaw, was a
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monument to the losses sustained by Polish culture.

After World War II, Poland was politically incorporated into the
communist block of countries dominated by the Soviet Union. The
communist ideology, however, never truly came to dominate Polish
cultural life. Its historical traditions were too strong, and the nation was
too experienced in resisting the domination of a foreign power, as it had
done during the nineteenth century, and again during World War II. The
style of Socialist Realism, which for many years dominated Soviet art, was
only adopted in Poland during the height of the Stalinist period (1948-
1955). After that, Poland culturally, if not politically, rejoined the
movements characteristic of Western Europe. This was true not only of
painting, but also, very importantly, of film and theater, which became
important vehicles of cultural expression and political protest. Polish film
and theater directors, such as Andrzej Wajda and Jerzy Grotowski, and,
more recently, Krzysztof Kieslowski, have achieved international renown.
In the sphere of architecture, the development of secular architecture was
restricted by the political and economic system, producing ugly mass
socialist housing projects. However, church architecture was allowed to
develop in the private sector, which was not as restricted by the communist
centrally planned economy. The Catholic Church.was a pc
force to the communist system. Contemporaty.church-
Poland was developed more widely than-if-Wesks
comparable to the development of modern church:
United States. By comparison, contemporary church '

existent elsewhere in the communist block. During the tontemporary
period, Poland became internationally influentiak:in the spheré of many
arts, including tapestry, graphic design, and sculpture. In 1989, Poland
regained its political freedom, and has now rejoined the group of Western
European democratic countries. The new situation of democracy and free
market in Poland have created a new set of political and economic -
conditions for the development of art, which present new challenges and
opportunities to Polish artists. Given Poland's rich cultural tradition, these
new opportunities should once again produce a period of dynamic growth
and participation in European and global culture.

Malgorzata (Gosia) Koscielak, Ph.D.
Many thanks to Joanna Radwanska-Williams, Ph.D. for editing.
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REFERENCE LIST
CONTEMPORARY POLISH ARTISTS

PAINTING

Roman Opalka, Ryszard Winiarski, Alfons Mazurkiewicz, Zbigniew
Dlubak, Stefan Gierowski, Adam Marczynski, Jan Chwalczyk, Wanda
Golkowska, Wojciech Fangor, Zbigniew Gostomski, Jan Switka, Antoni
Falat, Jan Dobkowski, Marek Sapetto, Teresa Pagowska, Jerzy Stajuda,
Zdzislaw Beksinski, Jan Tarasin, Jerzy Tchorzewski, Jonasz Stern,Tadeusz
Brzozowski, Kazimierz Mikulski, Piotr Potworowski, Aleksandra
Jachtoma, Stanislaw Fijalkowski, Krzysztof Wodiczko

SCULPTURE
Magdalena Abakanowicz, Wladyslaw Hasior, Alina Szapocznikow,

Jaroslaw Kozlowski, Krystyn Zielinski, Jerzy Beres, Wlodzimierz Borowski,
Jan Berdyszak, Zdzislaw Jurkiewicz, Adam My}ak Bromslaw Chromy,
Krzysztof Bednarakl ]ozef L ukt Fite

GRAPHICS

Leszek Rozga, Andrzej Pietsch, Jacek Gaj, Mieczyslaw Wejman, Hem'yk
Tomaszewski, Jerzy Panek, Izabella Gustowska, Kiejstut Bereznicki,
Antoni Starczewski, Franciszek Starowiejski, Eugeniusz Get-Stankiewicz,
Tadeusz Trepkowski, Jerzy Grabowski

GLASS AND CERAMICS

Anna Malicka-Zamorska, Wladyslaw Garnik, Hanna Zulawska, Ryszard
Surejewski, Maria Fietkiewicz, Henryk Lula, Stanislaw Szyba,
Mieczyslaw Zdanowicz, Irena Halko, Ewa Mehl, Krystyna Cybinska,
Irena Lipska-Zworska, Julia Kotarbinska, Antoni Starczeski, Rudolf
Krzywiec, Henryk Albin Tomaszewski, Barbara Urbanska-Miszczyk,
Ryszard Regulinski, Ludwik Kiczura
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THEATRE

Erwin Axer, Kazimierz Dejmek, Jerzy Grotowski, Jerzy Grzegorzewski,
Adam Hanuszkiewicz, Jerzy Jarodzki, Tadeusz Kantor, Jozef Szajna,
Konrad Swinarski

FILM
Andrzej Wajda, Roman Polanski, Krzysztof Zanussi, Agnieszka Holland,
Krzysztof Kieslowski

MUSIC

Woytowicz Stefania, Tadeusz Baird, Krzysztof Penderecki, Henryk
Gorecki, Witold Lutoslawski, Grzegorz Fitelberg, Grazyna Bacewicz,
Wojciech Kilar, Stefan Kisielewski, Jan Krenz, Boguslaw Schaffer,
Kazimierz Serocki, Andrzej Panufnik
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Marcelli Bacciarelli: PORTRAIT OF IZABELA LUBOMIRSKA (1757)
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Jacek Malczewski: ,
POLISH HAMLET: PORTRAIT OF ALEKSANDER WIELOPOLSKI (1903)
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Kazimierz Stabrowski: Stained-glass Background -
PEACOCK (Portrait of Zofia Borucinska, 1908)
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Alina Szapocznikow: MULTIPLE PORTRAIT (sculpture) 1965
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Magdalena Abakanowicz: RED ABAKAN (tapestry) 1968
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Stanislaw Fijalkowski: TELL TRUTH (linocut) 1973
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Jan Chwalczyk, REPRODUCER OF LIGHT L (1977)
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BACKGROUND RESOURCES
ART AND ARCHITECTURE

BOOKS
Banas, Pawel. Contemporary Polish Glass and Ceramics. Warsaw:
Arcady Press, 1990. |

Gredzicki, August. Polish Theatre Directors. Warsaw: Interpress,
1979.

An overview of Polish contemporary theatre and the various
artistic trends and avant-garde experiments. (Directors Axer,
Dejmek, Grotowski, Grzegorzewski, Hanuszkiewicz, Jarodzki,
Kantor, Swinarski, and Wajda are represented.)

Kostrowicki, Jerzy. Poland: Nature, Settlement, Architecture.
Warsaw: Arkady Press, 1973.

This regional look at Poland presents descriptions of the geology,
topography, history and architecture of the country. Many
photographs have descriptive notes.

Morawinska, Agnieszka, ed. Nineteenth Century Polish Painting.
New York: National Academy of Design, 1988.

Suchodolski, Maria & Bogdan. Poland: Nation and Art: A History

of the Nation’s Awareness and Its Expression in Art. Warsaw:
Arkady Press, 1989.

Photographs and discussion of medieval to contemporary art in
Poland.

Zanozinski, Jerzy. Contemporary Polish Painting. Warsaw: Arcady
Press, 1975.

PERIODICALS

Art & Business. Poznan: Wydawnictwo, ul. Libelta 26, 61-707
Poznan, Poland.

A bilingual periodical dealing with Polish art and antiques, available
in Polish bookstores.
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COOKBOOKS

Jones, Bridget. Recipies from a Polish Kitchen. New York: Gallery
Books, (n.d.).

Illustrated with photographs of elegant presentation.

Ochorowicz-Monatowa, Marja. Polish Cookery. New York:
Crown Publishers, 1958.

A modern adaptation of the bible of Polish cookery, The Universal
Cookbook, first published at the turn of the century.

Polanie Editorial Staff, Ed. Treasured Polish Recipies for Americans.
Minneapolis: Polanie Publishing Company, 1983.

Reprinted many times, this is a time-honored resource for Polish
recipies.

West, Karen. The Best of Polish Cooking. New York: Hippocrene
Books, (n.d.).

Woodcuts are used as illustrations.

Wirkowski, Eugeniusz. Cooking the Polish-Jewish Way. Warsaw:
Interpress, 1988.

Helpful description of Jewish dietary laws. Measurements are
metric.

Zeranska, Alina. The Art of Polish Cooking. Gretna: Pelican
Publishing, 1992.

Discusses Polish menus and customs on Polish holidays as well
as presenting recipies for Polish foods.

ETHNOGRAPHY

BOOKS

Dabrowska, Grazyna. Tancujze Dobrze, Tance Polskie. (Dance Well,
Polish Dances.) Warsaw: Wydawnictwa Szkolne I Pedagogiczne,

1991.
The text is in Polish, but the book includes diagrams of choreography,
words and music to songs, and illustrations of regional dances.
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Frys-Pietraszkowski, Ewa et al. Folk Art in Poland. Warsaw:
Arcady Press, 1988

This book is a comprehensive survey of folk art and artists with
descriptions of techniques and many photographs.

Knab, Sophie. Polish Herbs, Flowers and Folk Medicine. New York:
Hippocrene Books, 1995.

Lists herbs, plants and flowers and illuminates Polish garden
heritage.

Schauss, Hans J. Contempgragg Polish Folk Artists. New York:
Hippocrene Press, (n.d.).

Twenty-four masters of folk art speak about their work.
VIDEOS

The Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Chicago has-a number
of teaching/performance videos demonstrating regional folk
dances. Regional costumes, scenery, and folk arts are also
showcased. The Consulate anticipates that the entire series of
more than 50 videos will be available for loan soon. See the
Cultural Resources section of this Guide for further information.

Hoffman, Jerzy. Mazowsze, the Polish Song and Dance Ensemble.
1971. Color 40 mins.

See the Commercial Resources section in this Guide for a list of

retail video outlets. Other titles of interest may be found there.
HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

BOOKS

Bukoweczyk, John J. And My Children Did Not Know Me: A History

of the Polish Americans. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University
Press, 1987.
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Davies, Norman. God'’s Playground: A History of Poland. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1981.

- Heart of Europe: A Short History of Poland.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984.

Kuniczak, W. S. My Name is Million: An Illustrated Historv of the
Poles in America. New York: Doubleday, 1978.

Pogonowski, Iwo. Poland, A Historical Atlas. New York:
Hippocrene Books, 1987. _

This unique work provides and expanded outline of Polish history,
thematic chronologies, 180 annotated maps and 14 diagrams.

Szymanski, Leszek. Casimir Pulaski: A Polish Hero for America.
New York: Hippocrene Books, 1993.

A biography drawn from original sources and eyewitness
accounts of the “Father of the American Cavalry.”

Toor, Rachel. The Polish Americans. The People of North America,
New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1988.

Discusses the history, culture, and religion of the Poles, factors
encouraging immigration, and their acceptance as an ethnic group in
North America.

Wrobel, Paul. Qur Wayv: Family, Parish, and Neighborhood in a
Polish-American Community. Notre Dame, Indiana: University
of Notre Dame Press, 1979.

Zamoyski, Adam. The Polish Way: A Thousand Year History of
the Poles and Their Culture. New York: Franklin Watts, 1988.
This “illustrated history of Poland from the tenth century to the
present day tells of Poland’s achievement as a European nation
....the history of progressive laws protecting personal liberty....”
Good maps, charts and genealogical tables are included.

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 4

43




FILMS AND VIDEOS

Poland, An Unforgettable Nation. Videocassette. Chicago: Rand
McNally, 1993. (Color 31 mins.)

The Polish Americans. The People of North America, Videocassette.
Library Video, 1993. (Grades 4-10)

Social Studies School Series Catalogue # LV 255V-14

Based on the book of the same name.

The Struggles for Poland. Videocassettes. New York: WNET
Educational Broadcasting Corporation, 1988. (5 tapes)

The Consulate of Poland in Chicago has a sizable collection of
videos which are available for loan. A list of video titles can be
obtained from the Cultural Department of the Consulate. The
collection includes documentaries, information about Poland,
and films. While some are compatible with NTSC system VCR's
some are in the PAL/SECAM system standard in Poland. Some
videos are in Polish, some have English subtitles, and some are
in English.

See the Commercial Resources section in this Guide for a list of
retail video outlets. Other titles of interest may be found there.

MUSEUMS

The Polish Museum of America has a large collection of historical
photographs, memorabilia, documents, and costumes.

See the Cultural Resources section of this Guide for addresses and
further information.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

The Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Chicago has over
fifty portfolios of photographs available for loan. Most of the
photographs are approximately 11”x14”. A list of the portfolio
titles is available from the Cultural Department of the Consulate.
Captions are in Polish, but plans are being made for translation
into English. In addition, the photographs may soon be scanned so
that they will be more readily accessible.

Books of photographs of historic cities and regions of Poland are
easily found in the Polish bookstores of the Chicago area.

TIME LINE - IMMIGRATION

Lefcowitz, Eric. The United States Immigration History Timeline.
New York: Aramark Corporation, 1990.
Order from: Ellis Island National Monument

New York, New York 10004

LITERATURE

Language Bridges. (A bilingual Polish-English literary quarterly)
Subscriptions available from:

P.O. Box 850792

Richardson, TX 75085-0792

The magazine includes a variety of articles, prose, and poetry on all
aspects of Polish life, history, literature, and the Polish language.

Lipinski, Miroslaw, ed. and trans. Treasury of Polish Love Poems
Quotations and Proverbs. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1995.
Bilingual, includes 144 selections by 44 authors. Also available on
audio tape.

Milosz, Czeslaw. The History of Polish Literature. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1983. |
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. The Witness of Poetry. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1983.

Two classics by a Nobel Prize winning author.

Powaga, Wiesiek, ed. and trans. The Dedalus Book of Polish
Fantasy. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1995.

The devil in Polish fantastic literature. Includes works of 19th
and 20th century writers.

Young Poets of a New Poland. London: Forest Books, 1993.
Polish poetry of the 1980’s and 90’s.

MUSIC

BOOKS

Polish Music. Warsaw: PWN Polish Scientific Publishers, 1985.
A survey of Polish music from the Middle Ages to the present.

4

| t"Lutoslawskz Paderewskz ' Zimmerman, dnd D&nczoivsk‘a etc.) can
be found in large American music stores. Contemporary Polish
popular music is more likely found in music stores in Polish
neighborhoods.
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INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

ART REPRODUCTIONS

The Polish Heritage Art Calendar. New York: Hippocrene Books,
1995. A

BOOKS
CHILDREN’S NON-FICTION
Bailey, Donna. Poland. Where We Live, Austin: Steck-Vaughn, 1990.
Birch, Beverly. Marie Curie: The Polish Scientist Who Discovered

Radium and Its Life-Saving Properties. People Who Have Helped
the World, Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens Inc., 1988.

Greene, Carol. Poland. Enchantment of the World, Chicago:
Children’s Press, 1983.

Describes the history, geography, industry, and culture of Poland.
Contains lists of prominent Poles in the Arts and Sciences,
common phrases in English/Polish, and presents an historical
timeline of the rulers of Poland.

Heale, Jay. Poland. Children of the World, Set Two. Milwaukee:
Gareth Stevens Inc., 1992. -

Knab, Sophie. Polish Traditions, Customs and Folklore, New York:
Hippocrene Books Inc., 1992. |

Lye, Keith. Take a Trip to Poland. London: Franklin Watts Ltd: 1984.
Provides a very brief overview of Polish geography, history, and
culture.

Madison, Arnold. Polish Greats. New York: David McKay Co. Inc.,
1980.

Thirteen Polish heroes from Queen Jadwiga to Pope John Paul II
are profiled.
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McKay, Donald. Qur Global Village: Poland. St. Louis: Milliken
Publishing Co., 1994. (Grades 1-4)

Pfeiffer, Christine. Poland, Land of Freedom Fighters. Discovering
Our Heritage, Minneapolis: Dillon Press, 1991.

Discusses the people, traditions, folkways, holidays, family life,
food, schools, sports, recreation, and history of Poland.

Poland is My Home. My Home Country, Milwaukee: Gareth
Stevens Publishing, 1992.

Popescu, Julian. Let’s Visit Poland. London: Burke Publishing Co.
Ltd., Pegasus House, 1984.

Schimpff, Jill Wagner. Open Sesame (Slownik Qbrazkowy).
New York: Oxford Press,