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ABSTRACT

A study was undertaken at Georgia's Gainesville College to
compare the distribution of grades awarded in academic courses in fall 19390
with those in fall 1996. Study findings included the following: (1) the
overall college-wide pass rate in academic courses rose from 65.1% in fall
1990 to 68.6% in fall 1996; (2) excluding students who withdrew by
mid-quarter, pass rates were 73% for fall 1990 and 80.1% for fall 1996; (3)
for the college's six divisions (i.e., humanities, speech and fine arts,
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and business), mathematics and computer science had the lowest pass rates for
both years studied, with 43.4% of students passing in 1990 and 48.5% in 1996;
(4) for the speech and fine arts department, the pass rate actually dropped
from 74.5% in 1990 to 70.9% in 1996; and (5) more "A's" and "B's" and fewer
"D's" and "F's" were awarded in fall 1996 than in fall 1990. The study also
suggested seven factors influencing the grade distribution, including the
implementation of computer-assisted learning strategies across campus, the
implementation of a college preparatory curriculum in area high schools, the
establishment of incentive grants to encourage students to study harder, and
an increase in the number of students who withdraw from courses. (BCY)
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interoffice

MEMORANDUM

To: Dr. Kathy Fuller
From: John Hamilton
Subject: Grade distributions for fall of 1990 and 1996

Date: February 11, 1997

Enclosed are grade distributions for the four and five credit academic courses at Gainesville
College for the fall quarters of 1990 and 1996. A comparison of percent pass rates with a ‘C’ or
better accompany the data table for the fall of 1996. Grade distributions for developmental studies
are shown as well. Percentages for a given grade and for pass rates with a ‘C’ or better were
calculated in two ways: (1) with W’s used to calculate the totals, and (2) without W’s used to
calculate the totals. The grade of W is ambiguous to interpret. It is not possible to know why a
student dropped a course by mid-term. Most drop to avoid receiving a grade of D or F, but there
are other reasons as well.

Summary: Between the fall of 1990 and the fall of 1996, overall grade distributions improved
markedly at the College. In the fall of 1990, the College-wide percent pass rate for all students
who started a four or five academic credit class was 65.1 percent as compared to 68.6 percent for
the fall of 1996 (3.5% change). If one excludes the students who withdrew by mid-quarter, then
the percent pass rate for the fall of 1990 and 1996 climb to 73.0 and 80. 1, respectively (7.1%
change). Although it is tempting to explain this phenomenon as grade inflation, there are many
variables that impact percent pass rates. One would want to be careful not to assume grade
inflation and “punish” students for studying hard and doing well at the College by instituting
policies that tighten standards and raise the bar a couple of notches.

Some observations:

* During the fall of 1996, fully 80 percent of the students who enrolled in four or five credit
courses and who remained with the course past the mid-quarter point (i.e. did not withdraw)
passed with a ‘C’ or better. If those students who withdrew are considered and used to
calculate the denominator, then almost 70 percent of all the students who started a given class
passed with a “‘C’ or better. Pass rates vary across campus from one division or department to
another.

* The Department of Mathematics and Computer Science had the lowest percent pass rates
(around 50% with W’s included in the total). The Business Division had the highest percent
pass rates (80% with W’s included).

* The Department of Speech and Fine Arts as well as the Department of Mathematics and
Computer Science had relatively high withdrawal rates during the fall of 1996 (20 to 30%).
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Dr. Kathy Fuller
Page 2
February 11, 1997

From the fall of 1990 to the fall of 1996, overall percent pass rates for the College have
increased by 3.5% (with “Ws” in the total) or 7.1% (without ‘Ws”).

Percent pass rates dropped from the fall of 1990 to the fall of 1996 in Speech and Fine Arts
(when ‘Ws’ are included in the totals) and in the Social Sciences Division.

In general, as a percent of the total there were more A’s and B’s awarded to students in the fall
of 1996 as compared to the fall of 1990 and fewer D’s and Fs.

Factors that influence grade distributions include

1.

2.

Major efforts across campus to improve instructional delivery to include computer-assisted
learning strategies.

The Fresh Start program which began in the summer of 1993 affects the fall quarter
enrollments and presumably improves the preparedness and motivation of students for serious
college study. Some of these students may decide to go to Lanier Technical Institute rather
than enter the College. This might result in moving academically weaker students away from

the College.

. Implementation of the College Preparatory Curriculum in area high schools may be increasing

the readiness of incoming students. For example, average SAT scores at the College for
incoming freshmen increased from 829 in the fall of 1990 to 843 in the fall of 1994. Overall the
average SAT score for students as a whole has been going up over the years (recentering of the
SAT scores last year makes it difficult to track historical trends).

. Curriculum changes across campus impact grade distributions in various ways (e.g.

introduction of the non-majors biology sequence and Mat 104, higher expectations from
students participating in DS program). :

- Possible softening of grading policies on campus, a slackening of expectations, and the

possibility that College is not toughening up its standards in response to a better prepared
student coming out of high school (i.e. grade inflation).

. HOPE grant incentives encourage students to study harder to maintain ‘B’ averages (the

increased rate of withdrawal by the mid-quarter may in part be tied to this). The risk of the
losing any type of financial support has the same effect.

. Increasing numbers of students as a percentage of the whole are withdrawing from courses

prior to the midpoint of the quarter. This impacts the number of students who might otherwise
receive D’s and F’s.

W



TTIVIIVAV Ad0D 1S34 qQ

selpms pjuswdojensqg - Sg

000l b2l eyl €2 @81l €0 ¥8e zZee L0l M 0/M 1019,
000L 8oL 22 b'e 90L 20 €S2 182 96 NVM 101 %
8 YA vee L € 9Z. vi8 88 €0l Ll 98 4 90 vee 8. sa
Zn n dl A | Mo/m  pm M dwd  Im 4 a 9 g v
Iejol |ejol . 0661l lied
(¥e pue ‘Bweip ‘osnu) sue auy pue ‘wsyewnof ‘Yoseds sepnpul suy euld pue comoqw mmmSoo 783 obsos Jou $80p sayuewn
3& pue Qso% 85/n109 D8J9 g [[B 818 $65in09 Yosg, $9pNoUI SayBWBYIe
_“_____..”.___c 1 . : 99 MOMIoL%
B A ‘ 8FrL  MMIOLY%
N -0 &S 6E€ " LlE 8SLL S9ZL €L STV.L0L
N A4 S0 ¢8 00l 0.2 ¥IE v M 0/M 101 %
229 0 'L g8 e 0L 12l M/M 10 1%
€ 8y 85 LS1  ¢8l z8 WV ‘ssauisng
0°cg 60 Ly 09 €32 66¢ ¢6e M 0/M 101 %
8l 80 vy 9 602 ¢zZ¢ce L€ MM 101%

S 6821 9.l¢l 12 09 Ll 482 ISy  9z¢ S98IUIIIS |eldog
0'Ls 000l 4Ll 28 €2 65l 92l 9l 9/l 6Ll >> 0/M3101%
v'ey 000k 0SL SSIL 61 S€L 0L €8l 6vlL L0} - NVM101%

14 129 271 0Ll €11 14 66 8. Y€l 601 174 moszmcums_
8L 0'00t 2L g (A 9'8 L6 Vvoe +v92 19l M 0/M 1019
8'v9 000l OtLL 8¢ 1’0 9L 98 04 g€ ¢l M/M101%

4 629 101 8. 8s } L] 19 161 991 2] Yds] pue ajusiog
8'g8 0004 'Sl €9 80 Vs L'l vee 69y GGl ° .>>,.o\>>,ﬂo._.$.
S'vL 000t €L &S L0 LY St v0Z Loy s¢l o NMI0L%

4 6€C :7X4 9¢ Si 4 £l 14 95 (413 L€ o SMUy auld/yosvedg
0'LL 000} §CL 26 (A4 0L 901 96¢ 652 66 M 0/M 1019,
L'e9 000t LML 28 0¢ 4] ve Lle 922 9% NM 101 %,

0 §¢€6  2ZS0L /L) 98 ¥4 S9 66 17458 S 7 4 €6 sapluewny

J=< ssed% A | Mom  pm M dwd  am 4 a 9 g v
lejol |0l 0661 lied

2661 Aseniqad ‘HIdO ‘uoyjjwey g

$9sIn0Y JjWapeay 1PasY dAL4 10y suoRNqLysIqg apels
"a3ul) ajesedas e uo pajou ase suongusp spelb sq "suoRnquisIp apeJb 1o} pasn asam $asIN0O oJWapese Jpalo S o AUO BjoN

abajjo0n dlliasauies

9661 lled pue pg6l |leg
$8S.n0Y JIpa1) dlwapedy § pue p 4oy suolnquysiq apesn,

ERI



-

TTIVIIVAV Ad0D 1S3d :

S9/pmys [ajuawdojsnsq - Sg

000} 102 29l L'e el S0 V¥ L2 <ol M O/M 101 %
000k L9l g€l 92 60 SO L0Z 2L S8 MM 01 %
(44 1€ I8 4 b 85 859 OLL 68 LI 2L € €L 6Ll 9§ sda
cn n di A I MOM WM M dwd dm d a J g v
ejol jejol 9661 Iled

(eweiqg ‘py ‘oisny ‘wsyswinop ‘yoseds) SepiuBWINK 4o 1no Jijds Uesq ey SUY eul4 pue Yo9ads
ABojouyoa 1 pue seauss [BInjBN WO Juswiuedep ajeiedss s| sopewayew
{Apmys siyy uj pepnjous jo

U SUOANqU}SIp 8pe.b qB)) S8sIn0 8129y INoY ¢ 618 SESNOI Y8 PUE BOUBIIS

V2o 0eL| b8 09°.60 96 -8/ 082 €€ 68, MOMIOL%
§€ | 1'59)9'89) ¢S . v0.8%. 29 c 9L MMIOL%
I CPE A I 4 8€C- 6L CHeL Ev. STVIOL
§'91 .| ves ¢ TO ‘98 682 M 0/M101%
0’8l { Lo8 0’00 00L 62 ¢o 8¢t L'sC M/M 101 %
} 14 99y 81g [4°] Sl } 14 ckl olL  ggl WV ‘ssauisng
9'¢- v'6L 0’00t S0k 6v ¥ 60l 162 lte 99l M O/M 101 %
6's- 6'bL 000k S6 ¥¥ ¥ 66 €92 G508 0l NVM 10 [%
9 €611 8I€lL szl 8S S 0€L ive zZov 86l S8Juslag |eloog
671 6'¢9 0'00b 6l ve€l S0 6¢cl €6 Gez 0¢€ vel M O/M Y01 %
b'S 14 0'00L 2¢¥C 10l ¥0 L6 Ve VL gLl 6El M/M101%
(4 l 665 06L 16l 08 £ LL 99 S€L 8¢l 0L} sdjjewayie
v'e e 0’00t ¥sL €6 8'0 oY VL ¢9¢ e6¢e o0¢ce M 0/M101%
¥9 A7) o000k €l 9¥Y L0 6¢ 29 8% ¢6Z 06l M/M 101 %
l S0S €8S 8. 34 14 X4 9¢ A1 2 1 2 11 Yd9] pue 3duaidg
e c'8e 000l yve ¢¢ L0 ¢ ¢s vie Ly 16l M O/M101%
9'¢- 60 o'00L 96l LT 90 4 ¢y TST gee 2Tl M/M 101 %
L L 4 734 5% 99 6 [4 5 14 S8 gLl 24 SV 8uld/ydaadg
9ZL .0kl Zl'c8 o'o0l 89l ¥s 0 0's §6 0¢e Ise 99l M O/M101%
§'8 | .i1'E9 | 91 000k ¥¥L 9% vO 15 4 L'y v 1oe vl M/M 101 %
o 3 906 8S0lL 2SI 6¥ 14 14 05 062 8L 0St Sajluewny
960106 | -.066L || 9661 A I Mo/M WM M dwd M d a o) g v
Buyo | O=</M Ssed% feloL |0l 9661 Iled
$951N0J J1WdPeIY HPaJD 3Al4 PUR INOH 10} SUOHNQLESI] dpeID \
R
‘l

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



