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ABSTRACT

The statistical portrait of this Kids Count report is based
on seven indicators of child health: (1) lead poisoning; (2) immunization;
(3) hunger; (4) condom use; (5) tobacco use; (6) alcohol use; and (7)
inhalant use. The first section of the report presents information on the
health indicators. Findings indicate that Vermont immunization levels are
getting closer to national goals; model clean indoor air legislation
restricts exposure to environmental tobacco smoke; state laws address
prevention, intervention, and treatment of childhood lead exposure; the Women
Infants and Children Nutrition Program has very high participation and
innovative services; most Vermont children have health insurance; and a new
law offers the most comprehensive model of treating child and adult mental
health and substance abuse conditions. However, children continue to be
exposed to environmental toxins, experience hunger and are at risk for the
effects of under-nutrition; school indoor air quality is not regulated; and
youth substance use is rising. The report concludes by noting that continued
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