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| Lifelong Leaw\ing in the
United States and 'Hong
KOV\Q: Befov‘e 1997 and yl\ﬂev‘

. by Albert H. Yee and Joseph Y. S. Cheng

This paper examines and compares the development of and support for lifelong
learning in Hong Kong and the United States with the framework of certain psy-
chological and sociocultural perspectives. Of spectfic interest are Erikson’s Eight
Stages of Life, Confucian philosophy, family values and related influences, politi-
cal uncertainties, and institutional variety in support of lifelong learning.
Further, this paper argues that some factors which positively influence the devel-
opment of a learning culture in Hong Kong, are absent in the United States,
while certain strengtbs related to learning opportunities in the United States are
weaker or absent in Hong Kong.

INTRODUCTION

The approach used to explore lifelong learning in this paper embraces psychologi-
cal views which consider human life from lifespan perspectives. This approach is
taken because it emphasizes significant and manifold possibilities and adaptations
that affect human lives. To maximize human potential, and curtail the waste that can
ravage lives, learning and development throughout the lifespan deserve our critical
attention, especially from parents and teachers. Proper nurturance and growth of
children and adults require that key factors associated with human development are
appreciated and taken into account. As well, since people do not develop only in
families and schools, it is important to recognize and consider sociocultural factors
that underlie and influence individual behaviour.
Few would dispute the notion that the early period of socialization and human
development is a time when foundations are set, and that these largely determine
the course and quality of human life including much of the preferences and apti-
tudes that set the stage for lifelong learning. However, though much is known with
regard to effective activities that could be practised during this period, actual prac-
tices most often don’t reflect the best methods for producing and supporting devel-
opment opportunities, socialization practices, and an orientation towards lifelong
learning.
Attacks against education in the United States are commonplace, often criticizing
@' ol and teacher quality. Further, many pupils and parents in the United States
-MC‘:civc learning to be laborious and not “fun”, clearly building a poor foundation
e ifelong learning. This perception may be seen as frivolous, contrasting with the
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