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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report investigates county and statewide
trends in the well-being of Florida's children. The statistical report is
based on indicators of well-being in six areas: (1) child poverty; (2)
births, including prenatal care access, infant mortality, low birth weight,
and percent of births to unwed mothers; (3) teen parenthood; (4) child and
teen safety, including child and teen mortality rates, teen violent deaths,
runaways, and children affected by marriage dissolution; (5) education,
including non-promotions, disciplinary actions, and high school graduation
rate; and (6) youth and the law, including juvenile cases and youths
transferred to adult court. The opening section provides information about
the study and examines the crisis present among the youngest children in
Florida. Section 2 presents statewide trends in demographics and indicators
of child well-being. Section 3 presents state and countywide data for each
indicator. Findings indicate that Florida ranks 48th in child well-being
nationwide. Nearly 25 percent of Florida's children live in poverty. Advances
have been made in the infant mortality rate, access to prenatal care, and
child and teen violent death rates. Births to teen mothers have increased
over 9 percent since 1980. In the last 5 years, the number of school
disciplinary actions has increased almost 17 percent and delinquency cases
have increased 32 percent. There are considerable racial differences in many
of the indicators of well-being. Appendices present county rates for each
indicator, racial and age group differences, terminology, and data sources.
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