
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 403 815 HE 029 860

AUTHOR MacFarland, Thomas W.
TITLE Enrollment Trends and Characteristics of Nova

Southeastern University's Students: Calendar Years
1990 to 1994. Research and Planning Report 95-12.

INSTITUTION Nova Southeastern Univ., Fort Lauderdale, FL.
PUB DATE Aug 95
NOTE 94p.

PUB TYPE Reports Research/Technical (143)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC04 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS College Credits; *College Students; Departments;

*Enrollment Trends; Higher Education; Racial
Differences; Sex Differences; *Student
Characteristics; *Universities

IDENTIFIERS *Nova Southeastern University FL

ABSTRACT
This report summarizes enrollment trends at Nova

Southeastern University (NSU) in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, from
calendar years 1990 through 1994. Due to the January 1, 1994, merger
between Nova University and Southeastern University of the Health
Sciences and the incompatibility of their respective information
management systems, students in the Health Professions Divisions were
excluded from this study. Unduplicated, cumulative headcount
increased 12.8 percent over the period, from 17,155 students in 1990
to 19,351 students in 1994. The university awarded 283,217 credits in
1994, an increase of 17.3 percent over the 241,389 credits awarded in
1990. Though the student sex ratio remained steady at 61 percent
female and 39 percent male over the period, the number of White
students declined from 71 percent in 1990 to 65 percent in 1994, due
to sizeable increases in the percentage of African-American and
Hispanic students. Although NSU is known for its distance education
programs, nearly 50 percent of instruction took place on one of the
university's South Florida campuses, and nearly 80 percent of all
instruction took place in Florida. Enrollment data for specific NSU
schools and programs are included. (MDM)

************************.***********************************************

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original.document.

***********************************************************************



,

ENROLLMENT TRENDS AND 'CHARACTERISTICS OF NOVA
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY'S STUDENTS :

CALENDAR YEARS 1990 TO 19 9 4
. , .

.

. .

1 "PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

'1 Thomas W. MadFarland

.

Thomas W. -MacFarland-
,

Senior Research Associate

.

' BEST -COPY .AVAILABL...-::....: -.
. -...,. .. .. .,.....:',',.,.., .

NovaSoutlida4ex'n-,;041i.§04-
esearp ,an ApT941

1

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
443 INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization
onginating

O Mono, changes have been made to improve
reproduction Quality

o Points of vsew or opsnions stated in this docu-
ment do not necessarsty represent official

,Att OE RI position Or PACT



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is a summary of analyses relating to the students of
Nova Southeastern University during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994.
Due to the January 1, 1994, merger between Nova University and
Southeastern University of the Health Sciences and the
incompatibility of their respective information management
systems, students in the Health Professions Division were
excluded from this study. They will, however, be included in
future iterations of this study as the University's Student
Information System expands to include these students.

The University has recently experienced steady growth.
Unduplicated, cumulative headcount increased from 17,155 students
in Calendar Year 1990 to 19,351 students in Calendar Year 1994,
resulting in an increase of 12.8 percent from 1990 to 1994.
Concomitantly, cumulative yearly credits have also increased.
The University awarded 241,389 credits in Calendar Year 1990 and
283,217 credits in Calendar Year 1994, resulting in an increase
of 17.3 percent from 1990 to 1994.

Along with enrollment trends, other criteria were also examined
in this report. The University has maintained a steady student
ratio of 61 percent female to 39 percent male over the last few
years. However, there was wide variance among centers on the
female to male ratio.

The ethnicity of the University's students is changing, with
representation of White students declining from 71 percent of
total enrollment in Calendar Year 1990 to 65 percent of total
enrollment in Calendar Year 1994. Although differences in
ethnicity are quite marked among centers, nearly all academic
centers exhibited sizeable increases in percentage representation
by African-American and Hispanic students.

This report also examined place of class attendance, an activity
that had not been previously examined. Although the University
is widely known for its distance education delivery models, it
was interesting to note that nearly 50 percent of all instruction
at the University is offered on one of the University's South
Florida campuses. Future studies will examine this activity in
greater detail, specifically focusing on the incidence of
instruction in clusters within 30 miles of the main campus.
These future analyses will also examine the increase of on-campus
instruction at the University, since the 1994 inclusion of nearly
1,500 students in the Health Professions Division who attend
classes in a traditional on-campus format.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Enrollment

The University's enrollment increased by 12.8 percent from
Calendar Year 1990 to 1994, excluding the Health Professions
Division and the sudden increase in enrollment due to the
January 1994 merger.

Enrollment in Florida's State University System increased by
11.9 percent during a comparable time period, 1989 to 1993.

Gender

Females represent 61 percent of all students at the
University.

In Florida's State University System, females represent 54
percent of all students.

Ethnicity

Representation of White students at the University declined
from 71 percent in Calendar Year 1990 to 65 percent in 1994.

In 1993, White students represented 69 percent of students
in Florida's State University System.

Place of Class Attendance

Including students in the Health Professions Division, over
50 percent of all instruction offered by the University
takes place on one of the University's South Florida
campuses.

In Calendar Year 1994, over 80 percent of all instruction
offered by the University occurred in Florida, with less
than 20 percent of all instruction occurring in other states
or nations.

It is estimated that over 60 percent of all University
students attend class either on one of the University's
South Florida campuses, or at a cluster in the local area,
where campus services are readily available. This statistic
will be examined in greater detail in a future report.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

Nova Southeastern University's (NSU) charter class of 1967
consisted of 17 doctoral students (Nova Southeastern University
Fact Book, 1995). In less than 30 years, through the development
of new programs and unique delivery models, the University has
grown to a Fall Term, 1994 enrollment of 15,293 students
(Research and Planning Weekly Enrollment Report, May 15, 1995).
It is anticipated that statistics from the United States
Department of Education's Fall 1995 Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS) survey will confirm that the
University is now the largest independent university in Florida,
the nation's fourth largest state.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is to continue with the first phase of
the monitoring process, established by Research and Planning, of
carefully reviewing internal and external trends that may affect
enrollment management at the University. Like other reports
prepared by Research and Planning, this report focused on
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994. These dates provide added reference
to the population of graduates associated with the University's
current Self-Study (Management of Self-Study Surveys Administered
by Research and Planning, 1995).

METHODOLOGY

The data for this report were obtained in March 1995 by a series
of special queries to the University's Student Information System
(SIS). These queries were collapsed into one complete extract
file which served as the database for this study. The composite
database included information on the following criteria:

Enrol_Yr "Enrollment Year"
College "Center"
Major "SIS Data Element Major Code"
Car Lvl "Career Level"
Name "Last Name and First Name"
Sex "Gender"
Ethnic _G "Ethnic Group"

Page 1
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Clst Cty
Clst St
State-
ZIP
Cred Yr

"Cluster City Code"
"Cluster State Code"
"Permanent State"
"Permanent ZIP Code"
"Credits Earned for Enrollment Year"

Analyses were generated by the use of SPSS-X Release 4.0 for
ULTRIX 4.2A on the University's host computer.

Unlike prior reports issued by Research and Planning, this report
uses Calendar Year (January 1 to December 31) as the base unit
for comparisons over time. This unit presents a more complete
picture of center activities and demands on services than term
reports, such as analyses that are typically based on end-of-term
data.

LIMITATIONS

A noticeable limitation of this study is that it was not possible
to report on students enrolled in the Health Professions Division
(HPD). On January 1, 1994, Nova University merged with
Southeastern University of the Health Sciences to form a new
institution, Nova Southeastern University. HPD student data were
not integrated into the University's Student Information System
(SIS) until July 1, 1994, and there has been no known entry of
historical data. Accordingly, trends among students from the
University's Health Professions Division will not be included in
this report until it is replicated in 1997.

RESULTS

Enrollment (Unduplicated, Cumulative Headcount)

The University experienced a 12.8 percent increase in enrollment
(unduplicated, cumulative headcount) from Calendar Years 1990 to
1994 (Table 1). There was wide variance, however, among academic
centers in percentage increase in enrollment:

Academic Center
Change

Enrollment

School of Social and Systemic Studies 107.3

Panama 44.3

Center for Psychological Studies 37.1

Page 2
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Oceanographic Center

School of Business and Entrepreneurship

Shepard Broad Law Center

School of Computer and Information Sciences

James M. Farquhar Center for
Undergraduate Studies

Center for the Study of International Tourism

31.7

29.5

18.0

12.0

8.8

8.0

Abraham S. Fischler Center for the
Advancement of Education 1.3

Percentage growth, however, should be coupled with actual growth
(headcount) to present a composite view of University growth from
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994. In that regard, growth.by
centers during these years indicated the following:

Academic Center

academic

Growth in
Enrollment

School of Business and Entrepreneurship N = 722

Center for Psychological Studies N = 422

James M. Farquhar Center for
Undergraduate Studies N = 406

Shepard Broad Law Center N = 179

Panama N = 141

School of Social and Systemic Studies N = 117

School of Computer and Information Sciences N = 84

Abraham S. Fischler Center for the
Advancement of Education N = 83

CenterOceanographic enter N = 26

Center for the Study of International. Tourism N = 16

Overall enrollment trends are presented in Table 1 and Figure 1.
Breakouts by academic center are presented in Figures 2 to 11.
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Gender

The proportion of female students to male students from Calendar
Years 1990 to 1994 remained a fairly constant ratio of 61 percent
female to 39 percent male (Table 2 and Figure 12). This
statistic is also nearly identical to the female to male ratio of
University graduates first identified in Research and Planning
Report 95-08 (Nova Southeastern University's Graduates: July 1,
1990 to June 30, 1994, 1995).

Table 2

Gender of Nova Southeastern University Students:
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

Gender N N N N 96 N %

Female 10416 61 10951 61 10967 60 11163 61 11774 61

Male 6739 39 7052 39 7234 40 7225 39 7577 39

TOTAL 17155 18003 18201 18388 19351

The representation of female to male students varies widely,
however, by academic center. Statistics on gender by academic
center for Calendar Years 1990 to 1994 are presented in Figures
13-22. Gender-related statistics for Calendar Year 1994, the
most current calendar year examined in this report, follow in
rank order by percentage female representation:

Academic Center % Female % Male

Center for Psychological Studies . 76 24

School of Social and Systemic
Studies 73 27

Abraham S. Fischler Center for
the Advancement of Education 70 30

James M. Farquhar Center for
Undergraduate Studies 67 33

Page 10
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Center for the Study of
International Tourism 54 46

Panama 47 53

Oceanographic Center 46 54

Shepard Broad Law Center 42 58

School of Business and
Entrepreneurship 40 60

School of Computer and
Information Sciences 31 69

Although four centers (the Center for Psychological Studies, the
School of Social and Systemic Studies, the Abraham S. Fischler
Center for the Advancement of Education, and the James M.
Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies) are currently
dominated by female representation, it is important to mention
that this degree of representation by females seems to be a long-
term trend for these centers. Equally, there seems to be a trend
of increasing female representation in the Center for
Psychological Studies.

Other trends in female and male representation, although evident
in Table 3 and Figures 13 to 22, require some degree of
attention. The University's long-term increase in female
representation is slight, while individual centers show
considerable variance from this overall trend:

Female representation in the School of Business and
Entrepreneurship changed from 38 percent of total in
Calendar Year 1990 to 40 percent of total in Calendar Year
1994.

Female representation in the Oceanographic Center changed
from 33 percent of total in Calendar Year 1990 to 46 percent
of total in Calendar Year 1994.

Female representation in the Shepard Broad Law Center
declined from 45 percent of total in Calendar Year 1990 to
42 percent of total in Calendar Year 1994.

Female representation in Panama declined from 50 percent of
total in Calendar Year 1990 to 47 percent of total in
Calendar Year 1994.

Page 11
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Ethnicity

Reflecting the changing ethnic composition of the South Florida
community, the percentage of minority students at the University
is increasing while the percentage of White students is
decreasing. This trend is evident at the University level in
Table 4 and Figure 23. Breakouts on the ethnicity of University
students are provided in Table 5 and Figures 24 to 33.

Table 4

Ethnicity of Nova Southeastern University Students:
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994

Ethnicity

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

N o N 96 N o N 96 N 96

White 12256 71 12666 70 12364 68 12186 66 12542 65

African-
American 2517 15 2663 15 2880 16 2967 16 3265 17

Hispanic 1805 11 2051 11 2149 12 2320 13 2531 13

Asian 309 2 371 2 502 3 558 3 593 3

Missing 96 1 79 <1 72 <1 69 <1 62 <1

Other 172 1 173 1 234 1 288 2 358 2

TOTAL 17155 18003 18201 18388 19351

Among the many findings from this series of tables and figures,
the following trends seem to be most noticeable in terms of their
potential impact on the University:

While African-American representation in the Abraham S.
Fischler Center for the Advancement of Education increased
by only 2.5 percent from Calendar Years 1990 to 1994, the
representation of Hispanic students in this center increased
by 36.7 percent during the same time period.

The James M. Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies
experienced a 7.0 percent decline in White students from
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994. During this same time period,
African-American student representation increased by 31.0

Page 18



percent and Hispanic student representation increased by
42.5 percent. Asian students, however, had the greatest
increase in representation, with this center experiencing a
101.9 percent increase in Asian Students.

The School of Business and Entrepreneurship, with almost 30
percent growth during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994, reflected
growth among all ethnic groups. Asian students had 158.7
percent increased representation in this center during
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994. African-American students
experienced 100.7 percent increased representation during
the same time period.

The Center for Psychological Studies equally experienced
sizeable increases in Asian students (200.0 percent growth),
African-American students (64.7 percent growth, and Hispanic
students (52.1 percent growth) during Calendar Years 1990 to
1994. This center has also had continued overall growth, so
that all identified ethnic groups experienced growth during
this time period.

The Shepard Broad Law Center experienced exceptionally high
growth in representation by African-American students (202.1
percent increase) during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994.

Asian students were the ethnic group with the greatest
increase in representation (77.1 percent growth from
Calendar Years 1990 to 1994) in the School of Computer and
Information Sciences.

The School of Social and Systemic Studies also experienced
high rates of increased representation by Hispanic students
(122.2 percent growth) and African-American students (100.0
percent growth) during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994. This
center had an unduplicated, cumulative headcount enrollment
of 226 students in Calendar Year 1994, so White students (84
percent of Calendar Year 1994 total) remain the majority
ethnic group.

Due to the small number of students in the Oceanographic
Center, even small increases or declines in enrollment can
impact percentage ethnic representation. White students in
this center represented 80 percent of total enrollment in
Calendar Year 1994 and this statistic has remained fairly
stable for the last few years.
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Place of Class Attendance

The University is widely known for the use of innovative and
often ground-breaking distance education models. In the mid-
1970s, the University started the use of cluster programs
throughout Florida, other states, and selected foreign nations.
Although the Internet is a topic currently receiving wide media
coverage, the University initiated the use of educational
applications of real time and delayed time instruction through
computer-based telecommunications in the mid-1980s. Now, in the
mid-1990s, the University continues to expand the nature of
distance education, offering lecture and group collaboration
through telephone-based audiobridge technology and real time
compressed video lectures from the University's South Florida,
campuses to students in distant locations.

Although these activities receive considerable attention, Table 6
and Figure 34 provide evidence that, based on total enrollment,
the University is far from being solely a distance education
institution:

1. In Calendar Year 1994, 46 percent of all instruction
offered by the University (excluding students in the
Health Professions Division) occurred at either the
Davie Campus or the East Campus. This statistic does
not include instruction at local :luster sites within
the 30 mile radius of the Univer3Ity. Instead, it
refers specifically to on-campus instruction.

2. In Calendar Year 1994, over 80 percent of all
instruction offered by the University took place in
Florida.

3. Less than 20 percent of all instruction offered by the
University in Calendar Year 1994 occurred in other
states or nations.

There are obviously wide differences in place of class attendance
among the University's academic centers (Figures 35-44). The
Shepard Broad Law Center only offers instruction on the
University's Davie campus. The School of Social and Systemic
Studies conducts classes at the University's East Campus in Fort
Lauderdale. Other centers, including the Abraham S. Fischler
Center for the Advancement of Education, the James M. Farquhar
Center for Undergraduate Studies, and the School of Business and
Entrepreneurship, while known for their involvement in distance
education, still have a large on-campus presence. As presented
in the following figures, on-campus presence in these centers is
growing:
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In Calendar Year 1994, 70 percent of all instruction in the
Abraham S. Fischler Center for the Advancement of Education
occurred in Florida. The on-campus presence of this center
has increased from 18 percent of student enrollment in
Calendar Year 1990 to 26 percent in Calendar Year 1994.

The James M. Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies, in
contrast, has remained exceptionally stable in trends
relating to place of class attendance. Nearly 60 percent of
all Farquhar students attend class on the University's Davie
campus and 95 percent of all students attend class in
Florida.

Over 70 percent of all Calendar Year 1994 instruction in the
School of Business and Entrepreneurship occurred in Florida,
with approximately one-third of all instruction in this.
center offered on the University's East Campus.

All instruction offered by the Center for Psychological
Studies takes place in Florida. On-campus instruction in
this center increased from 58 percent of total in Calendar
Year 1990 to 62 percent in Calendar Year 1994.

Cumulative Yearly Credits

Unduplicated, cumulative headcount was previously used to
indicate trends in student enrollment at the University. Another
way to view enrollment trends is to examine cumulative yearly
credits. This enrollment indicator is especially important since
it is directly linked to tuition income. As presented in Table 7
and Figure 45, from Calendar Years 1990 to 1994, the University
has experienced nearly 20 percent growth in cumulative yearly
credits. This growth indicator is presented for each academic
center in Figures 46 to 54:

The two largest academic centers, the Abraham S. Fischler
Center for the Advancement of Education (8.2 percent
increase in cumulative yearly credits) and the James M.
Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies (4.6 percent
increase in cumulative yearly credits) have both experienced
moderate growth during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994.

In contrast, two other large centers, the School of Business
and Entrepreneurship (51.4 percent increase in cumulative
yearly credits) and the Center for Psychological Studies
(48.5 percent increase in cumulative yearly credits) have
both experienced profound growth during Calendar Years 1990
to 1994.
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Other academic centers had wide variance in increase of
cumulative yearly credits during Calendar Years 1990 to
1994. The School of Social and Systemic Studies (71.7
percent increase), the Oceanographic Center (63.2 percent
increase) and Panama (52.2 percent increase) all experienced
exceptionally high growth during Calendar Years 1990 to
1994.

SUMMARY

The University has experienced a 36 percent increase in
enrollment from 1990 to 1994 (Nova Southeastern University Fact
Book, 1995). This statistic is based on data from the United
States Department of Education's Fall 1994 Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) survey, which in 1994
included the addition of nearly 1,500 students in the
University's Health Professions Division.

Excluding students in the Health Professions Division, the
University experienced a 12.8 percent increase in unduplicated,
cumulative headcount during Calendar Years 1990 to 1994 and a
17.3 percent increase in cumulative yearly credits during the
same time period. Whichever statistic is used to monitor
enrollment trends, it Is obvious that the University is
experiencing sustained, growth, which is in contrast to many other
colleges and universities across the nation that have instead had
to deal with threats to enrollment stability.

Growth and related demographic trends, however, are not uniform
across all academic centers:

1. Growth (both unduplicated, cumulative headcount and
cumulative yearly credits) seems to be the greatest in
the School of Business and Entrepreneurship, the Center
for Psychological Studies, and the School of Social and
Systemic Studies. The Abraham S. Fischler Center for
the Advancement of Education and the James M. Farquhar
Center for Undergraduate Studies have both retained
their large student base, but growth above the base has
been slight to moderate.

2. The University has been remarkably consistent in
maintaining a student ratio of 61 percent female to 39
percent male. This trend could change, however, if
female representation in the Center for Psychological
Studies continues to increase while female
representation in the Shepard Broad Law Center
continues to decline.
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3. During Calendar Years 1990 to 1994 there has been
increased minority representation throughout the
University and within each academic center. Changes,
such as a 100.7 percent increase in enrollment by
African-American students in the School of Business and
Entrepreneurship, will certainly have a profound
influence on the future of the University and
consequently the impact of the University on the South
Florida community.

4. Distance education and the appropriate use of
technology for educational delivery are central to the
University's Mission Statement. Yet, there is growing
evidence that attendance in classes offered on or near
the University's South Florida campuses may be the
dominant means of instruction at the University.

(Due to the incompatibility of information systems at
the time of the merger, Health Professions Division
students have been excluded from this study. If they
had been included, over 50 percent of all instruction
would take place on one of the University's South
Florida campuses. Additionally, cluster-based students
in the local area are not coded in the Student
Information System cluster code that equated to campus-
based instruction. If these students had been equally
included, it is currently estimated that over 60
percent of all University students attend class either
on one of the University's South Florida campuses, or
at a cluster in the local area, where campus services
are readily available. The issue of place of class
attendance will be examined in greater detail in a
future report.)

Although it is immediately favorable to read in this report that
the University is experiencing high growth rates, this trend
needs to be put into the context of managed growth. Optimal
sizing was a major theme at the University's 1995 Board Retreat
(Board of Trustees Retreat, May 19-20, 1995). This theme has
also received attention in the University's Master Plan (Nova
Southeastern University Master Plan, 1995).

During the University's first 30 years, deans were encouraged to
continually strive for growth. Now, academic centers in the
University may be approaching optimal size. This change may give
the University the opportunity to structure programs and recruit
students based on new goals and criteria. Along with concern for
managed growth, the University equally needs to consider a
response to long-term trends and changes in gender, ethnicity,
urbanization of South Florida, and other demographic criteria
that could influence enrollment management and composition of the
student body.
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The University currently enjoys a strengthening fiscal base and
expanding enrollment. The University maintains well-respected
programs in South Florida and throughout the entire state of
Florida. Through the use of distance education, the University
has also been able to impact professions throughout the United
States. By carefully monitoring student enrollment and the
changing characteristics of students, the University should be
able to plan for expected change in an orderly, systematic, and
fiscally prudent manner.
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