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October 18, 1996

Illinois Community College Board

FALL 1996 ENROLLMENT SURVEY REPORT

BACKGROUND

Fall opening enrollment (El) data for credit-generating students are recorded by the colleges at

the end of the regular fall registration period, which is usually the 10th day. Historically, these

data have provided a "snapshot" of fall term enrollment for year-to-year and institution-to-

institution comparisons and are used for comparison to fall enrollment data in postsecondary

institutions nationwide. However, the diversities of the community college system and its students

are not fully captured in these opening enrollment data. The expansion in module and late-starting

classes along with the colleges' efforts to provide flexibility in scheduling from year to year
increases the difficulty in reporting and comparing fall data. Enrollment trend data are best

captured through the use of annual enrollment data.

Based on preliminary counts, both headcount and FTE increased slightly for fall 1996. The

number of students enrolled in credit courses at community colleges as of the end of registration

for fall term 1996 was 338,122, an increase of 406 students (+0.1%) from the fall term of 1995.

The total fall 1996 FTE enrollment was 179,051, an increase of 1,611 (+0.9%) from 1995.

Preliminary counts are based on the Fall Enrollment Survey and are subject to verification upon

receipt of fall enrollment (El) data.

Table 1 contains comparative fall tenth-day enrollments for the last five years. This is the first

year the Illinois Community College System has experienced a growth in headcount enrollments

in the five-year period. Enrollments had peaked in fall 1991. FTE enrollments mirror this trend,

peaking in fall 1992, but have increased more than headcounts in the past year.

Table 1

SUMMARY OF OPENING FALL ENROLLMENTS IN

ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1992 TO 1996

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Headcount 367,603 354,717 346,979 337,716 338,122

Percent Change -0.2% -3.5% -2.2% -2.7% +0.1%

FTE 192,540 186,508 180,834 177,440 179,051

Percent Change +1.0% -3.1% -3.0% -1.9% +0.9%



Figure 1 illustrates a comparison of headcount and FTE trends from 1992-1996.
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Figure 1. Opening Fall Headcount and FTE Enrollment, 1992-1996

Table 2 provides a comparison of fall 1992 through fall 1996 headcount enrollments for each

community college. Of the 49 community colleges, eighteen colleges experienced increases in

headcount, while 23 exhibited decreases during the past year. Eight colleges experienced little

or no change (less than one percent) over the last year. Table 3 contains a comparison of FTE

enrollments for the five-year period. FTE increases were reported by sixteen colleges, decreases

by 23, and ten colleges indicated little or no change.
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