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ABSTRACT

This report provides, in tabular and graphic format,
the results of a national poll conducted for the Fight Crime: Invest
in Kids campaign. The survey sought opinions of 780 police chiefs:
all chiefs from cities with populations over 100,000, a sample of 288
chiefs from cities of less than 25,000, and a sample of 292 chiefs
from cities of between 25,000 and 100,000. Survey results indicated
that more than 90 percent of policy chiefs agreed that crime could be
reduced if government invested more in programs to help children and
youth get.a good start by funding Head Start, preventing child abuse,
providing parenting training for high-risk families, improving
schools, and providing after school programs and mentoring. Results
were similar across region and city size. The crime fighting strategy
ranked as '"'most effective" over the long-term was to increase
investment in programs to help all children and youth get a good
start (selected by 60 percent). Other c¢rime fighting strategies were
ranked as follows: trying juveniles in court proceedings as adults
(16 percent); hiring additional police officers (17 percent); and
making parents legally liable when their children commit crimes (26
percent). In the tables and graphs comprising virtually all of this
document, results are delineated by city size and by region. The
appendix provides a further breakdown by city size among cities with
populations over 100,000. (KDFB)
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Police Chiefs Say
More Government Investments in Kids are
Key to Fighting Crime

Survey Findings

Attached are results from a poll conducted for the Fight Crime: Invest in Kids campaign by
Northeastern University's Center for Criminal Justice Policy Research, under the direction
of the Center's Co-Director, Professor Jack McDevitt.

The survey sought opinions of 780 police chiefs, including all chiefs from cities with
populations over 100,000, and a sample of 288 chiefs from cities of less than 25,000, and
292 chiefs from cities of between 25,000 and 100,000. The response rate was 70% for a
total of 548 surveys returned.

More than nine out of ten police chiefs (92%) agreed with the statement "America could
sharply reduce crime if government invested more in programs to help children and youth
get a good start" by "fully funding Head Start for infants and toddlers, preventing child
abuse, providing parenting training for high-risk families, improving schools and
providing after school programs and mentoring." These results were strikingly similar
regardless of region or city size.

Nine out of ten also agreed that "if America does not pay for greater investments in
programs to help children and youth now, we will all pay far more later in crime, welfare,
and other costs." Again, these results were nearly identical regardless of city size.

When chiefs were asked to rank the long-term effectiveness of a number of possible crime
fighting approaches, "increasing investment in programs that help all children and youth get
a good start" was picked as "most effective” nearly three times as often as either "trying
more juveniles as adults” or even "hiring additional police officers."

The attached results are broken down by city size within each of the three city sizes. The
appendix presents a further breakdown among those cities with populations over 100,000.
Regional data is also presented. '
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Table of Contents

Question 1: America Could Sharply Reduce Crime if government invested more
in programs to help children and youth get a good start (for example, fully
funding Head Start for infants and toddlers, preventing child abuse, providing
parenting training for high-risk families, proving schools, and providing after-
school programs and mentoring.

Table 1(A): National Results by size of Community

Table 1 (B): Regional Results
Question 2: Which of these statements comes closer to your view? A) If America
does not pay for greater investments in programs to help children and youth now, we will all pay

far more later in crime, welfare and other costs. B) Greater investment in children and youth may
be worthwhile, but will not be valuable as a crime prevention tool

Table 2(A): National Results by size of Community
Table 2 (B): Regional Results

Question 3: Rating interventions on value as crime prevention tool (text of question
appears on tables).

Table 3(A): National Results by size of Community
Table 3(B): Regional Results

Question 4: Most effective policy changes to reduce crime and violence (text of
question appears on tables).

Table 4(A): National Results by size of Community
Table 4(B): Regional Results

Appendix A-1 through A-4: Further breakdown by city size of data for cities with
populations over 100,000.
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Appendix B-1
Size of Community

opulation::

25,000 ahd under

25,001 - 100,000 34 20
100,001 - or more 28 26
n=548

Appendix B-2

Percentage of Sample in Large Cities
(Large cities defined as 100,001 or more people)

-+ Population'.. :1i): E‘ercentrof_ﬁ:Sample;
100,001 - 250,000 18
250,001 - 500,000 6
500,001 - 1,000,000 2
100,001 - 7,500,000 2
n=548
Appendix C
Survey Response Rate
. Sample Parameters # of surveys. | #of surveys | Response Rate
L A SR “sentout. |v- received || - %
25,000 and under 288 206 72
25,001 - 100,000 292 188 64
100.001 - or more 200 154 77
TOTAL SAMPLE 780 548 70
ERIC 42 . -
ERIC 3EST COPY AVAILABLE




Appendix D
Regional Distribution of Sample

Northeast?

South® 28

Midwest’ 29

West® . 19
n=548

Appendix E
Size of Department
# of Officers ... - Percent: -

1-20 28

21-75 | 26

76 - 200 21

201 - 35,961 25
n=548

2 Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, New Jersey, New York,
and Pennsylvania.

Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
West Virginia, Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma. and Texas.
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North

Dakota, and South Dakota.
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, Alaska, California,
Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington.

Q 43




" © " US. Department-of Education Enlc
Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) - .
Educational Resources Infoﬁna'tion Cénter,(ERlC) _
REPRODUCTION RELEASE

(Specific Document)

. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION:

THle: CL it CRIME: INVEST 3o KIDS SURVEY oF PoLrCE CHIEF VIEWS of
EFFECTWVE CamE-FlHTING STRATE GIES

Author(s):/kj Nk VV\C/D@\HH’ and Kodring. G/

Corporate Source: Publication Date:

F/20/96

Il. REPRODUCTION RELEASE:

In order to disseminate as widely as possible imely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, documents announced
in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually mada available to users in microfiche, reproduced
paper copy, and electronic/optical media, and sold through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) or other ERIC vendors. Credit is
given to the source of each document, and, if reproduction release is granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document.

If permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following two options and sign at
the bottom of the page.

The sample sticker shown below will be The sample sticker shown below will be
B affixed to all Level 1 documents affixed to all Level 2 documents
PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
/ DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL DISSEMINATE THIS P
g HAS BEEN GRANTED BY MATERIAL IN OTHER THAN PAPER —
: COPY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY =
Check here \@ @ _ Check here
For Level 1 Release: X & For Level 2 Release:
Permitting reproduction in ('o'b‘ »g'b Permitting reproduction in
microfiche (4° x 6" film) or microfiche (4" x 6" film) or
other ERIC archival media TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES | other ERIC archival media
(e.g., electronic or optical) INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) (e.g., electronic or optical),
and paper copy. ) . but not in paper copy.
Level 1 Level 2
@ Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits. If permission
& to reproduce is granted, but neither box is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1.
,2.91 * hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate
\J this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche or electronic/optical media by persons other than
ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is made for non-profit
N reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in response to discrete inquiries.”
@Igﬂ Signature: ' Printed Name/Position/Tile:
here 5[,(/)49\/ | ‘ ' ‘
lease Q’M%"] _ ELISSA RUMSEY |, Associad Direckor
w Organization/Address: . ! ‘Telephone: FAX:
Figrd (aime: Srwestnl tads . 903[(03%—0(0‘?0 D02 /(93<Z'O(p 73
P G s, Se d E-Mail Address: Date:
whshing, 0L dooos- 310F  leromse@rsedideors. 101

lavindt




! «

lll. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY. INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE):

It permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from’ another source,
please provide the following information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a document unless it is
publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also be aware that ERIC selection criteria are
significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.) '

Publisher/Distributor:

Address:

Price:

IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER:

If the right to grant reproduction release is held by someone other than the addresses, please provide the appropriate name and address:

Name:

Address:

V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM:

Send this form to the following ERIC Clearinghouse:
Karen E. Smith
Acquisitions Coordinator
ERIC/EECE
805 W. Pennsylvania Ave.
Urbana, IL 61801-4897

However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being
contributed) to:

ERIC Processing and Reference Facility
1100 West Street, 2d Floor
Laurel, Maryland 20707-3598

Telephone: 301-497-4080
Toll Free: 800-799-3742
FAX: 301-953-0263
e-mail: ericfac@inet.ed.gov
WWW: http:/ericfac.piccard.csc.com
O 6/96)

RIC

IText Provided by ERIC




