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ABSTRACT

This study examined the cognitive representations of
culture contact situations for second—generation immigrant and
non—immigrant youth to identify differences between socially and
individually oriented cultures. Subjects were 8 immigrant and 8
non-immigrant female secondary students with an average age of 17.44
years selected from 156 students of a German multicultural school;
half of each group had an extreme individual or social orientation as
assessed by a German version of the Indol Scale. The critical
incidents technique was used to provoke statements about marriage
decisions and conflict resolution strategies in a setting of
culture—bound communication. Results indicated that both immigrant
and non—-immigrant students viewed love as an important reason for
marriage, but non-immigrant students expected parents' influence to
be minimal and immigrant students accepted and did not question
parents' and normative influences. Only individually oriented
non—-immigrant students mentioned that peers had little impact on the
individual, but other groups saw peers as an important influence. For
socially oriented non—immigrants and individually oriented
immigrants, peers are a frame of reference for the reflection of
arguments. Socially oriented immigrant students preferred to avoid
criticism. Non—immigrant students attempted to resolve conflict by
persisting in their opinions in order to convince others. Immigrant
students expected peers to give social support to the individual and
saw family as highly influential through life. Non—-immigrant and
individually oriented immigrant students used primary control beliefs
to handle conflict, whereas socially oriented immigrant students
showed secondary control beliefs in handling conflicts and adapted
individual needs to the family values. (KDFB)
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Gndividually oriented non-migrant studenta

rejected

romantic love

e love is ‘an important reason for marriage

culture e cultural background influences decisions to
marry : '
personal goals e being sure of one’s decision is important’

personal autonomy

o strong personality and autonomous decisions

are important for decisions to marry

family e parents are only mentioned in passing in
relation to decision to marry
peers o social relationships with peers are of minor-

importance with respect to personal decisions

o perceived social distance to peers is great

it

o cultural and religious norms are not

mentioned

romantic love

love is seen as an important reason for .
marriage, but free will and independence is

even more important

culture -

cultural background influences marriage
decision

common culture is seen as a factor linking
partners

personal goals

being sure of one’s decision is important

personal autonomy

'

decision of one’s own free will and personal

autonomy are important for marriage

family e parents are only mentioned in passing, but
_are not central for decisions to-marry
peers . o relationship to peers is important
Q
)

.

E30)

(individually oriented non-migrant smderﬂ

categories.

i R PR

interaction
between the

individual and

contrast the individual’s values

individual and

peers

family
interaction e peers serve as comparison to contrast one’s
between the own opinion and to affirm one’s own decision

individual rejects criticism actively

persisting in one’s opinioh will convince others
individual uses conflict to confirm the decision
individual uses conflict to identify real friends
individual does not'allow peers to influence
decision, because the individuql decides
autonomously

peers should accept individual’s decision

without discussion - . o

action orientation

A .
social and argumentative bargaining does not
influence individual’s action

strong individual bound orientation on action

control beliefs

primary orientation

interaction between
the individual and
family

without pressure

interaction between
the individual and

. {peers

e peers serve as frame of reference for
reflecting arguments

e persisting in one’s opihion will convince
others _

« individual should communicate cultural and
personal background of his/her behavior

« conflict evokes reflection-processes in peers’

action orientation

e individual and peers are seen as active self

determined persons

control beliefs

o primary orientation

'BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Edividually oriented migrant studenﬂ

1

Endividually oriented migrant studentj

o cultural norms are accepted exphcxtly or

implicitly -

romantic love

if romantic love is mentioned as reason for
marriage, this happens only in connection

with a need for security and affiliation

mteractlon between .
the individual and
family

. mamage is seen funcnonally, as way out of

famlly conflicts

culture o cultural background influences decision to
N marry
personal goals o being sure of one’s decision is important

personal autonomy

interaction between
the individual and

peers

o peers serve as frame of reference for the
reflection of arguments

e peers serve as social support

o disputes with peers are important for
individual’s decision

 conflict evokes reflection-processes in peers

e peers are utilized to reduce individual’s

feeling of insecurity

family o interrelationships in the family are expected
to be conflicting
peers o relationships with peers are described as

intimate and important _
o loyality to the family is more important than

loyality to peers

action orientation

o individual and peers are seen as active, self

determined persons -

control beliefs

o primary ori¢ntation

Eocially oriented migrant students)

influéntial

JF(’“;({‘

cultural norms are accepted and not

questioned

romantic love

* love is only mentioned in passing as reason

interaction betwecn

L mamage is seen as a means of creatmg anew

the individual and family

family

interaction between | e peers serve as social support

the individual and e criticism by peers should be avoided
peers '

for marriage
culture o cultural background influences decisions to
. marry
personal goals . beixtg sure of one’s decision is important

personal autonomy

action orientation

e individual’s needs are adapted to accomodatzle

the values of the family

family

o intimate family contact is important

control beliefs

o secondary orientation

peers

o loyality to the farily is more important than
loyality to peers

Q
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