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guides for other students, supporting their
independence and building connections with
peers.

For 4 days of the week, the students worked
during DEAR time (30-45 min) to read the
assigned pages and complete their reading log
assignment. This assignment usually consisted
of inferential questions about the reading, vo-
cabulary development (where the students
found words to bring to the group), and some
type of response about the reading, the
author's style or the student's ideas. The stu-
dents were encouraged to work with other
students in their group, both for reading and
responding. Some students chose reading
aloud with partners or groups, while others
chose silent reading. Struggling students were
paired with partners or given teacher assis-
tance. On Fridays, the groups met with the
teacher or the media specialist to discuss the
reading for the week, react to the plot, com-
pare characters and develop understanding of
vocabulary, and to prepare for the next week's
reading. This weekly meeting lasted for about
1 hr.

The culminating literature activities in-
cluded creating large-size characters out of
construction paper, material scraps, and yarn;
developing skits based on a chapter in the
book; creating mobiles of the different parts
of the story; constructing dioramas of the set-
tings; and playing Battle of the Books, a com-
petition where students are divided into teams
based on books they had read. Before this,
challenge questions about the stories were
developed by the students. The teams worked
cooperatively to answer each others' questions
in a competition with the other teams. Stu-
dents and teachers were impressed with how
much students remembered about stories they
read, even when readings had been completed
months before.

Findings

Based on student and parent surveys and
discussions and teacher observations, we felt

the Reading Challenge project was extremely
successful. Listed below are some of our sig-
nificant findings. Over the course of the year,
most students' favorite books changed from
picture books to chapter books they had read
or heard read. During the initial survey, ap-
proximately 85% of the students reported a
picture book or picture book author as being
their favorite. On the end-of-the-year survey,
approximately 70% of the students listed a
chapter book or chapter book author as being
their favorite. Students gained an awareness
of authors as demonstrated in their interest in
finding books in the media center by certain
authors. Students began using the look-up sta-
tions in the media center to find books by cer-
tain authors or another book in a series they
had already read. Students began to see chap-
ter books as accessible reading choices as
documented by the books checked out in the
media center and by the many parents who
reported that their children were interested in
reading longer books after participation in
Reading Challenge. One parent noted that her
child was interested in longer stories with more
interesting plots. Students enjoyed discover-
ing and reporting that chapter books many
times included more interesting character de-
velopment, complex plot twists and increased
suspense. As one student stated, "The chap-
ter books are more exciting; when you have
to stop, you don't want to because you want
to see what happens."

One unexpected but welcome finding was
that many students began to budget their time
and pace themselves for long-term assign-
ments. They began to see that reading a book
did not have to be completed in one sitting
and became competent at pacing themselves
to complete the reading over a period of time.
They learned to stick with the book and com-
plete the reading and the activities. As one
parent stated, "My child was learning to do
some of the reading each day so it would be
finished by the end of the week."
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Book List

SHORT NOVELS

Clyde Robert Bulla
Shoeshine Girl

Ann Cameron
Julian Stories
Julian Dream Doctor
More Julian Stories

Beverly Cleary
Ramona Quimby
Ramona Age 8

Debbie Dadey
& Marcia Thornton Jones

Genies Don't Ride Bicycles
Skeletons Don't Play Tubas
Zombies Don't Play Soccer

Betsy Duffey
The Boy in the Doghouse

John Reynolds Gardiner
Stone Fox

Joanna Hurwitz
Class Clown
Class President
Teacher's Pet
Aldo Applesauce

Barbara Park
Skinnybones

John Peterson
The Litt les
The Litt les' Birthday Party

Thomas Rockwell
How to Eat Fried Worms

Miriam Schlein
The Year of the Panda

Robert Kimmel Smith
The War with Grandpa
Chocolate Fever

Mildred Pitts Walter
Justin and the Best Biscuits

in the World
Gertrude Warren

The Boxcar Children Mysteries

RELATED PICTURE BOOKS

Julian, Dream Doctor:

Lyle and the Birthday PartyWaber
Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present

Zolotow
CrictorUngerer
The Day Jimmy's Boa Ate the WashNoble

Teacher's Pet:

Arthur's Teacher TroubleBrown
Teacher From the Black LagoonThaler
The True FrancineBrown
Miss Nelson is MissingAllard

The Litt les:

ThumbelinaHans Christian Anderson's
Fairy Tales

Tom Thumb Watson
Clever Tom and the LeprechaunSchute

The Year of the Panda:

Milton the Early RiserKraus
PandasSchlein
Giant PandaJin

The Boy in the Doghouse:

Harry the Dirty DogZion
Harry by the SeaZion
Dog for a DayGackenbach
Caleb and KateSteig

Genies Don't Ride Bicycles:

Ali Baba and the Forty ThievesMcVitty
Aladdin and the Enchanted LampMayer
Glenda Feathers Casts a Spell Christelow
The GreylingYolen
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