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The Educational System of Australia:
An Update of the 1983 World Education Series Yolume

INTRODUCTION

In 1982 the author was in Australia to study the educational system and report the findings to the American
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO). Results of this research were
published in 1983 as an AACRAO World Educarion Series/WES volume.

Since 1982, there have been dramatic changes in Australian education both at the secondary and tertiary
levels. For example, at the secondary level in each state/territory, there has been at least one change
regarding grading/certification practices; in some states, two or more. At the tertiary level, federal initiatives
have encouraged amalgamations of schools to such an extent that uncooperative institudons will not receive
funds. Therefore, there has been a significant shifting and realignment of postsecondary educational
institutions in Australia. Another interesting development at the tertiary level has been the appearance of
private educational establishments, a relatively uncommon phenomenon untl the 1980s.

Because of all the changes which have occurred, updated information has been collected for U.S.
admissions officers who review Australian credentials at both the secondary and tertary levels. This
monograph summarizes what has occurred in Australian education from 1983-1989. Findings are based on
letters, interviews, bulletins, handbooks, and actual credentials, including those forwarded from admissions
officers and evaluators throughout the United States. Specific acknowledgments of the Australians who
helped are included as appropriate at the end of each section of the monograph. We greatly appreciate the
willingness of these people to help.

The earlier volume—aA Study of the Educational System of Australia and a Guide to the Academic
Placement of Students in Educational Institutions in the United States—summarized information through
June of 1982. One should not rely only on this update for an understanding of Australian credendials. It is
really designed to be a companion piece for use in conjunction with the earlier WES volume and, therefore,
will probably not be very useful for those who don't have a copy. Readers who need to order the earlier
volume may do so by writing to: AACRAO, One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 330, Washington, DC
20036. The cost is $8 for members; $12, nonmembers (plus $2.50 shipping and handling domestic; S5 for
foreign). Readers who wish to access the 1983 volume via ERIC should use the following idendfication
number; #ED249884. )

SECONDARY EDUCATION

Increasingly, at the secondary level of education, the trend is to depend less on external examinations at the
end of Years 10 and 12, and more on school results and continuing moderation of grading across subject
areas. ("Moderation" is best understood as a standardization across a state's or territory’s schools of teachers’
practices and syllabuses so that the grades given by all schools for the same courses are comparable.)
Schools are encouraged to use criterion-assessed grading and to rely more on competencies gained, rather
than on teachers’ expectations. (Recent implementation of external exams in the Northern Territory is the
exception.) Assessment involves gathering information about student achievement in terms of educational
objectives rather than using norm-referenced approaches. Students are not supposed to be subject to
statistical transformations which may render the information valuable for some groups at the expense of

others.

Previously, only school leavers at Year 12, and sometimes Year 10, were eligible to receive secondary
"leaving certification.” (Former Year 12 credentials were directed towards university entrance only.)
However, in recent years there has been a definite trend in Australia to provide all secondary school leavers
with some kind of statement/credential certifying the subjects and grades they have attained in Years 10, 11,
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Apparent Retention Rates, Australian Schools
Nationwide and By State

Table 1: Year 12 Apparent Retention Rates Adjusted for Migration, 1987
Adjusted for Net Percentage Point
Unadjusted Migradon Effects Difference
% %
NSwW 47.1 46.8 0.3
Vic 525 51.8 0.7 .
QLD 625 61.0 -1.5
SA .2 60.0 02
WA 544 533 -1.1
Tas 33.0 36.6 +3.6
NT 407 39.9 -0.8
ACT 790 76.7 -2.3
Aust 53.1 525 -0.6

Notz: The adjustments have been computed using 1987 data: however, it is reasonable to assume
that similar differences would apply o 1958 data.

Figure 2: Apparent Retention Rates to Year 12 by Gender
All States and Territories, 1988
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Source: "Retention and participation in Australian schools 1988 Update.” Department of Employment,
Education and Training, Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, July 1989.
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and 12, regardless of the specific year's level. In many states, there have been accelerated efforts to provide
access to education for students with disabilities.

Academic Calendar at the Secondary Level

The school year begins at the end of January/early February and ends in mid-December. There are usually three
terms each of 13-15 weeks. A number of states have moved to a 4-term year.

[y

Retention Rates in Secondary Schools

Apparent retention rates to Year 12 have increased substantially in the last 20 years—from 23% in 196710 58 %
in 1988. See the table and figures on p. 2. .

Visual Diagrams: Primary and Secondary Educational Systems of Australia

The primary/secondary systems of education of each state and territory in Australia, as they existed/exist in
the years indicated, are represented in the linear diagrams below. The name of the agency which authorized
the curriculum leading to each certificate listed, and which awarded that certificate, is given following the
name of the certificate. The numbers and/or leters along the top of each diagram indicate the years or grade
levels in the schools of that state.

1. Australian Capital Territory/ACT

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7T 8 9 10 11 12
1982 Primary School Jr. Second. (HS) | Sr. Sec. (Coll.{
A BC

Centificate/Awarding Agency: A—Year 10 Cerv/Issued by individual high schools; B—Secondary College
Record/ACT Schools Authority; C—Supplementary Information for Tertiary Entrance (with Tertary Entrance
Score)/ACT Schools Authority. NOTE: Prior to 1974, primary and secondary education in the ACT was
administered by the NSW Dept. of Educ. (see Linear Diagram 2).

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1982 Primary School Jr. Second. (HS) {Sr. Sec. (Coll.)
A B BCD

Certificate/Awarding Agency: A—Year 10 Cert/Issued by individual high schools; B—Secondary School
Record/ACT Schools Authority; C—Year 12 Cert/ACT Schools Authority; D—Tertiary Entrance Statement/

ACT Schools Authority.

N
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2. New South Wales

l Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 n
) 1968-1986 Primary School Jr. Secondary | Sr. Secondary
A B
Certificate/A warding Agency: A—School Cert./Secondary Schools Bd.; B—Higher School Cen./Bd. of
Senior School Studies.
Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Beg. 1987 Primary School Jr. Secondary | Sr. Secondary
AB B BC

Centificate/A warding Agency: A—School Cert./Bd. of Secon

dary Ed.; B——Record of AchievemenyBd. of
Secondary Ed.: C—Higher School Cert./Bd. of Secondary Ed.

3. Northern Territory

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 12

1986

Primary School

Jr. Sec. | Sr. Secondary
A B BC

Certificate/Awarding Agency: A—Junior Secondary Sadies Cert JSSC)NT Bd. of Studies*; B—Senior
Secondary Studies Cert. (SSSC) (including single subject atrainment)/NT Bd. of Swdies*; C—Senior
Secondary Studies Cern. (SSSC)NT Bd. of Swdies*, and Cenificate of Achievement/Senior Secondary
Assessment Bd. of S. Australia, (*Previously the NT Curriculum Advisory Committee.)

4. Queensland

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 12

1968-present Primary School

Jr. Sec. Sr. Secondary
A BC

Centificate/Awarding Agenc
reporv/all issued by Bd. of Secondary School Studies. In 1989

- aE -
wn
8
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2
3
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5. South Australia

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 71 8 9 10 11 12
1984 Primary School Secon. Sch. F F FGH
1982 Primary School Secon. Sch. AB
1968 Primary School Secon. Sch.

C D E

Certificate/Awarding Agency: A—Secondary School Cert/Education Dept. of SA; B—Matriculation Exam.
Cert. or, beginning in 1980, the Statement of Results/Public Exams. Bd. (PEB) of SA; C—Intermediate Cert.;
D—Leaving Cert./PEB; E-—Marriculation Cert. (formerly Leaving Honours Exam)/PEB; F—School Leaver
Statement/Issuing school; G—Year 12 Certificate of Achievement/ Senior Secondary Assessment Bd. of SA
(SSABSA); H—Higher Ed. Entrance Scores report/SSABSA.

6. Tasmania
E D C B A A
Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 S5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
1982 Primary School Jr. Sec. (H.S.) _|Sr. Sec. (ColD)
A (B) B
1968 (and earlier) Primary School Jr. Sec. (H.S.) Sr. Sec. (Coll) |

C D & E

Certificate/Awarding Agency: A—School Cert./Schools Bd. of Tasmania; B—Higher School Cert. (some
subject passes may be earned at end of Yr. 11)/Schools Bd. of Tas.; C—Secondary School Cert. (non-academic
bias)/Issued by individual schools; also Intermediate Cert./University of Tasmania (through 1938)/State DeptL
Educ. (1939-45); D—Schools Bd. Cert/Schools Bd. of Tas. (1946-1968); E—Matriculation Cert. (some
subject passes could have been eamned at end of lower Grade A)/Schools Bd. of Tasmania.



Leuerby Tertiary Instimutions Service Centre; D—Junior Cert/Univ.of W. Australia; E—Leavin
Certs./Univ. of W. Australia; F—Cert. of Lower Secondary Stdies (CLSS)/SEA.
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7. Victoria

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 12

1992 Secondary H HKL
1987 Secondary H . HJ
1982 Primary School Secondary Academic A

Secondary Tech. B C D (TOP)
1968 Secondary Academic
E F G

8. Western Australia

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 ¢ 9= 8 9 10 11 12
1987 Jr. Sec. Sr. Sec,
® ® F B
1982 Primary School
(A) (A) A BC
1968 Jr. Sec. Sr. Sec.
D E

g (Matriculation)

i1
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Secondary Education in the Australian Capital Territory/ACT

Beginning in 1986, there have been fairly significant changes to the term structure and in the certficates
earned by senior secondary students. Reported in the 1983 volume was a proposal to change the structure of
education in the Australian Capital Territory/ACT by creating three stages of education: kindergarten to
Year 3; Year 4 through Year 9; Year 10 through Year 12. This proposal was not adopted; the structure of
primary and secondary levels of education remain as outlined in the ACT diagram in the preceding pages.

There are three terms in the academic year. A four-term academic year was also introduced in 1988 and
secondary schools—called "colleges"—may now offer term, semester, or trimester units. To put the units
into a common frame of reference, unit values are now being expressed in "points” rather than as
proportions of "standard units.” What was formerly one standard unit, which occupied one trimester for 4
hours a week, will now be expressed as 4 points. A new term unit course, which occupies a quarter of the
four-term school year, is worth 3 points, and a semester unit is worth 6 points. Students preparing for
tertiary entrance must complete at least 120 points. It is expected that these changes in the unit structure
will be reflected on most certificates issued beginning in 1989.

Program of Study in Years 11 and 12.

A "course” (e.g., English, mathematics, American history, human biology) is frequently studied over two
years and consists of "units.” "Units” are individual subjects that make up a course and that are taught
within a term. ("The Civil War” would be an example of a unit in the American History course.) The
length of a unit is determined by each secondary college—some offer term units, some offer semester units,
and some offer trimester units. The important factor to know about points is that one point is the value
given to an amount of work associated with approximately 11 hours of classtime. Regardless of the term
configuration, the total time required for completion of courses remains virtually unchanged from the
programs described in 1983. In order to be a "major course,” a course must consist of at least 20 but less

than 32 points (formerly 5-7 units).

For a "minor course,” a course must consist of at least 12 but less than 20 points (formerly 34 units).
A"major/minor course™ must consist of at least 32 but less than 40 points (formerly 8 or 9 units). For
purposes of tertiary entrance, a major/minor course is actually considered as one major plus one minor.

A "double major course™ contains units accruing 40 points or more (formerly 10 or more units). For
tertiary entrance purposes, a double major course is considered as two majors. All regular fulltime students
must include five or six majors or minors over the two-year period.

Courses are identified as "T" ( formerly, "Tertiary-Accredited™), "A" (formerly, "Accredited™), "R”
(formerly "Registered”), or "E" courses, the last designed to provide knowledge and skills direcdy relevant to
a particular area of employment. E courses may consist of combinations of E, A, and T units. These terms
are described in the earlier publication, except for E courses, which were implemented in 1989. Where
courses are listed on any Year 11/12 centificate, the "T,” "A,” "R"and "E" indicators are also included.

Mathematics Sequences. The syllabuses for mathematics study are still evolving and should be resolved
in late 1989. In general terms, T Mathematcs 1 is currently that level of study required for further tertiary
study in mathematics. Some faculties at the Australian National University require a major/minor at
Mathematics 1 level for entry to their first year courses. The current Mathematics 2 subject combines the
former Mathematics sequences 3 and 4, and the current Mathematics 3 subject combines the former
Mathematics sequences 5 and 6. As the policy is finalized regarding mathematics syllabuses, there may be
further changes. (Former mathematics sequences are described in the 1983 volume.)

12
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Year 12 Certificates

The Tertiary Entrance Statemen. Like the Supplementary Information for Tertiary Entrance, which it
replaced, the Tertiary Entrance Statement is issued to students who qualify for university matriculation. It is

intended for use by postsecondary institutions. When comparing the new with the former document, the
following changes will be noticed:

* The statement regarding the student's admissions status at ACT tertiary institutions is no longer included
at the beginning of the document.

Subject percentile scores are no longer reported on the tertiary entrance report. They were an option
previously available for any courses of different conceptual level in the same curriculum area, but were
rarely used apart from mathematics. These scores allowed a comparison of students within the
discipline, weighting the degree of difficulty of the course taken by each student within the discipline.

* While the scale is theoretically open-ended, most Tertiary Entrance Scores fall between 400 and 750,
significantly higher than the Tertiary Entrance Scores formerly reported.

* The calculation of the Tertiary Entrance Score is the same—adding the three best scaled scores from
major courses and 0.6 of the next best scaled score, major or minor. The user of the Tertiary Entrance
Statement no longer has 1o figure out which courses were used to calculate the Tertiary Entrance Score
as only the results used appear in the column "Weighted Scaled Scores”.

* Percentile Rank by Year 12 Candidature (formerly "Rank Position by Year 12 Candidature™) now
indicates the percentage of swdents who have completed Year 12 and whose Tertiary Entrance Score
exceeded that of the candidate. In the sample record provided, "TOP 35.00" means that 35% of the
Tertiary Entrance Scores awarded exceeded the score obtained by this student. (In documents issued prior
0 1986, the percentage of students with a lower score was reported.)

* Rank Position by Year 12 Age Cohort is no longer reported. (This information was formerly provided to

assist interstate and overseas institutions when no table showing standardized ranking of students was
available.)

* Unil 1983, the student’s score on the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test/ASAT was reported on the
Tertiary Entrance Statement.

Year 12 Certificate. This certiﬁcat't:'. issued beginning in 1986 for all students who complete Year 12,
reponts studies undertaken at the secondary level and is intended primarily for use by employers. (Previously

employers used a former version of the Secondary College Record described below.) The Year 12 Certificate
indicates:

13
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« The terms attended. Note that there may be minor changes in term structure reflected in the certificates
which will appear beginning in 1989. For further information see the beginning of this section on
secondary education in the ACT. A student must be enrolled for at least five terms to receive a Year 12

Certficate.

« The courses and points or units completed; whether they are T, A, R, or E; and whether they are major
or minor. It is unclear whether points or units will be listed, probably the former. (Formerly, the weight
of the unit was indicated. In most cases this was "1" (one unit). When the student took non-standard
units, they were indicated by a decimal fraction of a standard unit [e.g., 025, 0.50, 0.75, 1.50, 1.66,

2.00].) .

« The student's achievement is also indicated. Since definitions for the A through E grading scale were not
provided in the 1983 volume, they are included below (see "Grading”).

Secondary College Record. This certificate does not differ markedly from the former version. However,
previously it was a completion statement for employers, serving the same purpose that the Year 12
Certificate serves now. Beginning in 1986, it is issued upon request of the student and indicates all units
studied, including those in which the student is enrolled at the time the document is printed. As such, it
may indicate partial completion of the two-year senior secondary program. It is useful for students who are
seeking employment, leaving college, changing colleges, or moving interstate.

Because this record may be issued before final completion of senior secondary, information about
courses is not reported (whether they are major, minor, and so forth). Therefore, it may not be possible o
determine whether a group of units forms a coherent course. Nevertheless, the units are grouped by broad
subject area, and whether they can be used to form T, A, R, or E courses is indicated. Points may also be
indicated. (Formerly, standard and non-standard units were reported [see the discussion of non-standard units
under "Year 12 Certificate”].)

Grades on the A-E scale are reported. The symbol "*" indicates that the unit was not completed at the
time the document was prepared. The major difference between the current version and the earlier version of
the Secondary School Record is that no longer are course and subject percentile scores reported, along with

the letter grades.

Grading

All assessment in the ACT is school-based. Schools are encouraged to employ criterion-based assessment
principles. Students’ achievements are graded on a 5-point scale of A down o E:

A - Awarded for very high achievement in all aspects of the unit of study. Students earning this grade
understand the most difficult ideas, demonstrate initiative, can identify and solve problems, and

communicate clearly.

B- Awarded for achievement of a high level of understanding and for ability to apply the skills leamed to a
wide range of problems.

C - Awarded when most of the important ideas are understood and when most of the skills covered would
allow the student to continue study in the area or do work requiring the skill.

D - Awarded for knowledge of the basic terminology of the area of study, for learning some of the skills
and some of the important ideas.

E . Awarded when attendance requirements have been met and work assignments have been completed, but
few of the skills have been mastered.

P - Satisfactory. Sometimes used in an R course.

14
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U - Unsatisfactory. Sometimes used in an R course.

S - Suatus. Used to indicate that the content has been covered even though the college has not assessed the
student in that unit (e.g., when a smdent has completed the work at another school.)

* - Indicates that the unit was not completed at the time the document was prepared.

Course scores are no longer reported anywhere on a percentile scale with the average and standard
deviadon,

[y

Matriculation Requirements

To prepare for tertiary entrance (T.E.), students must complete a2 minimum of 120 points (formerly 30
units). Of the 120 required, 108 must be either A or T units (formerly 27 of the minimum 30 units). At
least 4 majors/1 minor OR 3 majors/3 minors must comprise the tertiary preparation program, with at least
3 T majors and 1 T minor. The T units must accrue at least 72 points.

T.E. requirements for mature age entry students have been adjusted and can be met in either day or
evening classes: one-year program—3 major or minor T courses; two-year program—3 T majors plus 1 T

minor. Mature age entry students are identified on their Tertiary Entrance Statements and universities treat
them as special cases.

Students who are Year 12 repeaters must complete, in the repeated year, A units accruing at least 60
points. At least 48 of these must be in T units which, when credit is given for previous studies, can be
combined to make at least 3 T majors and 1 T minor.

All students wishing to qualify for tertiary entrance must also sit for the Australian Scholastic Aptitude

Test/ASAT. The ASAT makes it possible to compare course scores from different colleges in the ACT and
from different courses at the same college:

Jest score: :

ASAT Verbal  Course score in English.

ASAT Math Course scores in math, all science (except biology).
ASAT Total Course scores in social science, biology, and humanities.

New informadion on this test is discussed under "Tertiary Education.”

Sources

ACT Schools Authority booklets: F. orming a Tertiary Package, What's the Score?, Certification, What's
ASAT?

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of
ACSA.Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.

Foster, Ian, Senior Project Officer, and Carol McKenny, ACT Schools Authority, PO Box 20, Civic
Square, ACT 2608 [Letter).

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Cerdfication in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.

Retention and Participation in Australian Schools, Monograph Series No. 2, Australian Government
Publishing Service, Canberra, July 1989.
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Secondary Education in New South Wales/NSW

Effective 1987, new legislation provided for the establishment of the Board of Secondary Education to
replace both the Board of Senior School Studies (previously responsible for Years 11 and 12) and the
Secondary Schools Board (responsible for Years 7-10). Address for the new board is: Box 460, PO, North
Sydney, New South Wales 1059.

Proposal for a Ceriificate of Secondary Education/CSE. A Proposal for this certificate, to replace the
School Certificate and provide yearly leaving reports in Years 11 and 12, was being fully developed for
implementation in 1988. A later change in New South Wales' government reversed the decision to
implement the CSE, so the School Certificate remains the major junior secondary qualification awarded at

the end of Year 10. However, a "Record of Achievement” has been implemented to provide school leavers
with annual results.

Junior Secondary in NSW—Years 7-10

An approved pattern of swdies for Years 7-10 must include the following: English, mathematics, and
science studied throughout Years 7-10, for a minimum of 100 hours per year; a social studies course each
year for a minimum of 100 hours per year; courses providing a minimum of 100 hours in each of craft,
music, and art, and a minimum of 150 hours of physical education; and, two other courses during at least
Years 9 and 10. A course studied for the equivalent of one semester has been studied for at least SO hours
but less than 100 hours. A course swudied for the equivalent of the whole year has been studied for at Jeast
100 hours but less than 200. Reference tests at the end of Year 10 are required in English and mathematics.

Year 10 Certificates. At the end of Year 10, students are eligible to receive a Record of Achievement,
listing Year 10 courses satisfactorily completed and grades eamed in English and mathematics. Courses
studied, but not satisfactorily completed, will not be reported on the Record of Achievement. (Courses
completed prior to Year 10 will be shown on documents provided by the school.) If the student is eligible
to receive the School Certificate, the Record of Achievement will so indicate. See sample documents at the
end of this section on New South Wales,

Students who have met all the requirements for the School Certificate will also receive the official
certificate, which does not list courses completed and grades. Therefore, the School Certificate is similar to
a diploma showing completion of a level of education, but not the quality of the student's achievement.

Year 10 Grading. Grades are reported only on the Record of Achievement Grading is standardized
statewide in English and mathematics; it is slightly different from the practices described in the 1983
volume,

English: Mathematics:
Grade 1 Top 10% Grade  Advanced Intermediate General
Grade 2 Next 20% A Top 50% Top 30% Top 60%
Grade 3 Next 40% B Next 40% Next 30% Remaining 40%
Grade 4 Next 20% C Remaining 10%  Next 30% —_—
Grade § Remaining 10% D - Remaining 10% —
Note: No attempt should be made to compare mathematics
results between courses, :
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In all other subjects, the following indicators will be used:

S  (or no entry) Satisfactorily completed.

N Not satisfactorily completed.

Cl Course not completed. Student left school or discontinued course.

X Not satdsfactorily completed: unsatisfactory attendance.

CT Not satisfactorily completed: student transfer necessitated a course change.

In May 1990, Australians reported at the annual meeting of the National Association for Foreign
Student Affairs (NAFSA) that there may be another change in grading practices in New South Wales

beginning in 1991.
Senior Secondary in NSW—Years 11, 12

Program of Study. Two-unit courses require 240 hours over Years 11 and 12, and are intended to
provide preparation for study of the subject at the tertiary level, although some are terminal courses.

Three and 4-unit courses are university preparatory. Three-unit courses (which in Year 12 cover and go
beyond the material of the 2-unit course in the same subject)—not including mathematics and science—
require 120 hours in Year 11 and 180 hours in Year 12. In mathematics and science, the 3-unit courses
require 180 hours in each of Years 11 and 12. Four-unit courses are available only in mathematics and
science. Four-unit science courses require 240 hours in each of Years 11 and 12. Four-unit mathematics
requires 180 hours in Year 11 and 240 hours in Year 12. The syllabuses for Years 11/12 mathematics

subjects are as follows:

2.Unit Mathematics: Basic Knowledge and Skills and Their Applications (numeration and
measurement, basic algebraic techniques, and hand calculators); Core Topics (elementary statistics, basic
probability, and triangle trigonometry); Option Topics (personal finance, mathematics in construction, land
and time measurement, mathematics of chance and gambling, computing, elementary coastal navigation,
and space mathematics).

3.Unit Mathematics; built on 2-unit syllabus, and extended to include inequalides, harder problems in
plane geomerry and trigonomerry, mathematical induction, parametric representation, integration,
logarithmic and exponential functions, applications of calculus to the physical world, inverse functions,
inverse rigonometric functions, polynomials, binomial theorem, and permutations/combinations/further

probability.

4-Unit Mathematics: built on 3-unit syllabus and extended to include geometric applications of
differentiation to rational functions, logarithmic and exponential functions, the circular functions, and
simple combinations of such functions. Also includes complex numbers, algebra, further calculus, and

elementary particle dynamics.

A 1-unit General Studies course taken in Years 11 and 12 requires 120 hours over the two years. A 1-
unit General Studies course taken in Year 11 or Year 12 only, or a 1-unit joint school/TAFE course requires
60 units. 1-Unit courses are not externally examined and are not considered for university entrance.

Other Approved Studies/OAS are school devised courses which have been approved by the Board of
Secondary Education. An increasing number of these courses are run in conjunction with the Department of
Technical and Further Education/TAFE. Students completing such courses gain credit in both educational
systems—secondary and TAFE. (TAFE courses sometimes "count” towards tertiary degree/diploma awards.)
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Certificates and Grading

Since publication of the 1983 volume, there have been two significant revisions in cenification and grading
procedures in New South Wales. Information provided by the Board of Secondary Education summarizes the
changes that have occurred from 1977-1989 in Higher School Cenificate/HSC documentation. Other
documentation, described in detail below, includes the Record of Achievement and the Result Notice. The
HSC (for eligible students) or the Result Notice is now mailed to successful candidates in mid-January, as
soon as results are available, together with the Year 12 Record of Achievement.

\

Higher School Certificate/HSC

* 1977-1985: A "single scaled mark” and a "percentile band” appeared on the HSC for each subject. The
single mark was a scaled composite of the examination mark and an estimate provided by the school.
An "aggregate mark,” the sum of a candidate’s best ten scaled course marks on a 1 unit basis rounded to
the nearest whole number, was also provided, as was an "aggregate ranking” which indicated the
candidate’s standing relative to all other candidates. "Matriculation Information” displays the code for
those universities in New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory which the candidates’
results entitle them to attend. A "Result Notice” was issued immediately after the exam results were
scored. The actual HSC was not issued until six months later. (Correction to 1983 volume: It is not
the Higher School Certificate/HSC that contains university and college selection information—the
aggregate mark, aggregate ranking, codes of postsecondary institutions that students are eligible to

attend. It is the Result Notice, the students’ first notification of exam results. The HSC is issued six
months later.)

* 1986: The Board of Senior School Studies (now the Board of Secondary Education) implemented major
changes to presentation of HSC results. Both a standardized examination mark and a moderated school
assessment mark were introduced, and the percentile band and aggregate mark were dropped from the
HSC. The University of Sydney continued to compute a scaled aggregate mark for each student, a
process which most tertiary institutions soon adopted. (The Tertiary Entrance Score used currently in
New South Wales is a scaled mark still calculated by the University of Sydney.)

The HSC continues to0 be awarded to students who have studied at least 11 units—including 2
units of English—of which at least 5 must be in Board-approved subjects.

* 1988: The percentile band returned 1o HSC documentation, appearing alongside the standardized
examination mark and the moderated school assessment. Also, a "Tertiary Entrance Score/TES”
appeared on the HSC for the first time. In essence, the TES is a return of the scaled aggregate mark and
is calculated in a very similar fashion.

Examination Mark (Board Courses). This is called the "Scaled Mark™ from 1977-1985 and
"Examination Mark” beginning in 1986. Examination marks in all subjects are standardized to a mean of
60% and a standard deviation of 12.5%. For candidates taking 2-unit courses with more than 200 candidates,
the scaled/examination mark is a mark out of 100. The pattern of marks for these 2-unit courses is such that
approximately:

1-2%  of candidates are awarded marks of 90 or more;

20% of candidates are awarded marks of 70 or more;

80% of candidates are awarded marks of 50 or more;
1%  of candidates are awarded marks less than 30.

For candidates taking 3-unit courses, there are two scaled marks: one for the 2-unit common paper (out
of 100) and one for the 3-unit additional paper (out of 50). It is likely that there will be a greater percentage
of 3-unit candidates with high marks than shown by the 2-unit pattern above. It is, therefore, not possible
to apply this table to the results of the 3-unit candidates.
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There are some exceptions to this method of reporting 3-unit candidates’ performance. In music
(Australian Music Education Board/AMEB results) and in science, 3-unit candidates receive a single mark
(out of 150). 4-Unit candidates in science have a single mark (out of 200). In mathematics, the 4-unit
candidates have two examination marks, one for the common 3-unit paper and one for the 4-unit additional
paper. Each of these marks is out of 100.

School Assessment Mark (Board Courses). Schools submit assessment marks for their students in
each course presented to indicate the achievement of their sdents reladve to each other in the total course,
including those aspects measured by external examination. They do not take into account such factors as
conduct or students' interests or attitudes. The assessment marks submitted by the schools are moderated to

enable different schools' assessments to be compared directly.

Outside Subjects and AMEB Music. Where a candidate presents an outside subject or Music (AMEB)
result, no assessment mark is required from the school and the symbol ™***" is recorded on the HSC in
the space for "Assessment Mark."

Other Approved Studies/OAS. Assessment marks for these courses are submitted by individual schools
and colleges and are not moderated. Results therefore cannot be compared with marks awarded in similar
courses from other schools ar with Board courses. Other Approved Studies courses have the symbol "***"
in the space designated for "Examination Mark.” OAS studies in Year 11 are not reported on the HSC.

The Board of Secondary Education emphasizes that it is valid to make comparisons between
performances of candidates presenting the same course on the basis of both their examination and
assessment marks. However, it is not considered a valid practice to make any comparisons betwesn the
performances of candidates in different courses.

Beginning with HSCs issued 1988. *Percentile bands and Tertiary Entrance Score are reported.
Percentile bands were reintroduced to provide candidates with an indication of their standing relative to other
candidates presenting the particular course. Percentile bands are determined by combining examination and
assessment marks. Nine bands are used: 91-100% = top 10% of the course candidature, all the way down to
0-20% = the candidate is in the remaining 20% of the course candidature.

Two percentile bands are reported in each 3-unit course: the band for the "common paper” is presented
in parentheses and is a notional figure indicating the candidate’s standing had he/she been within the 2-unit
candidanure. The second band indicates the candidate's standing based on performance in the additional paper
only.

In 4-unit mathematics, a similar system of reporting percentile bands is used; the band in parentheses is
a notional figure indicating the student's standing if he/she had been a 3-unit candidate only. The band
corresponding to "additional paper” indicates the candidate’s standing within the 4.unit candidature based on
this paper alone.

In 3- and 4-unit science, a single band is reported. Percentile bands are not reported for Other Approved
Studies courses.

The Tertiary Entrance Score/TES is a score out of 500, representing the sum of the candidate’s best 10
units of study in Board-determined courses, rounded to the nearest whole number. The marks used in
determining the TES are a composite of the candidate’s examination and assessment marks in each course
and have been subjected to a further scaling process. Because of scaling, it is not possible to calculate TES
marks directly from the results reported on the HSC. TES calculations are undertaken by the University of
Sydney. A dollar sign—$—indicates that the swdent has chosen a patiern of study which does not lead 0
the reporting of a TES score. Students who do not qualify for the award of an HSC will receive a Record of
Achievement and a Result Nodce, which sets out the marks achieved in the subjects which have been
satisfactorily studied.

Record of Achievement. Probably beginning with the changes initiated in 1988, Records of
Achievement are issued at the end of Years 10, 11, and 12. By the end of Year 12, a student will have
received three such records. (See preceding text for the Year 10 Record of Achievement)
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A Year 11 Record of Achievement will be issued to any student who has satisfactorily completed at
least one Board-prescribed course with an acceptable record of attendance and application. It shows all units
of study satisfactorily completed in Year 11, including the first year of a two-year upper secondary course
where there was satisfactory progress. Unlike the Year 10 record, the Record of Achievement at the end of
Years 11 and 12 does not report grades, only the list of courses "satisfactorily completed.” U.S. instimtions
that need to know the grade obtained will want to require the official Higher School Certificate/HSC. A
Year 12 Record of Achievement will be issued even if a smdent does not qualify for the award of the HSC.

Result Notice. While an HSC "Result Notice” was previously issued to all candidates aitomatically as
a preliminary HSC report, this is no longer the case. Now the "Result Notice" is issued only to those
candidates eligible for a course examination result but not for the HSC award itself (for example, some
students at a TAFE college who may study courses totalling only 10 units). The "Result Notice” will

indicate whether the bearer was entitled to the HSC award. It is issued in January, at the same time as other
HSC-related documents.

In May 1990, Australians reported at the annual meeting of the National Association for Foreign
Student Affairs that there may be another change in certification and grading practices at the senior
secondary level in New South Wales beginning in 1991.

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of
ACSA.Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.

Weller, G. G, Director, Statutory Board Directorate, New South Wales Department of Education [Letter].
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Secondary Education in the Northern Territory

This information is more complete than the section in the 1983 WES volume regarding secondary education
in the Northern Territory, and should replace it. A visual diagram of primary/secondary education in the
Northern Territory follows, including certificates awarded at the secondary level and the board issuing them.
What was formerly known as the Northern Territory Curriculum Advisory Commitee became in 1984 the
Northern Territory Board of Studies.

Northern Territory (NT)
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Primary School Jr. Secondary| Sr. Secon
A B BC

Certificate/Awarding Agency: A—Junior Secondary Studies Cert.(JSSC)/NT Board of Studies®; B—Senior
Secondary Studies Cert (SSSC) (including single subject attainment)/NT Board of Studies*; C—Senior
Secondary Studies Cert (SSSC)/NT Board of Studies*, and Certificate of Achievement/Senior Secondary Bd.

of South Australia.

*Previously the NT Curriculum Advisory Commituee.

The Schools

Secondary education inthe Northern Territory encompasses Years 8 through 12 and is offered in comprehensive,
coeducational high schools, area schools where student populations are small, or at secondary colleges. The
following schools offer secondary courses to junior level:

«  Northern Directorate—Nightcliff High School, Dripstone High School, Sanderson High School, Jabiru
Area School, and Batchelor Area School.

«  Southern Directorate—Alice Springs High School, Alice Springs Catholic High School, and Anzac Hill
High School.

The following schools offer secondary courses at both the junior and senior level:

«  NorthernDirectorate—Darwin High School, Katherine High School, Kormilda College, Nhulunbuy High
School, O'Laughlin College, St. John's College, and Tennant Creek High School.

The following schools offer secondary courses at the senior level only:

«  Casuarina Secondary College, Darwin and Sadadeen Secondary College, Alice Springs.
Junior Secondary Education—Years 8-10

Program of Study. Key subject areas at this level are English, mathematics, science, social and cultural
education (SACE), health and physical education, visual and performing arts, computer education, technical
studies, home economics, and commercial studies. There are three components in each key subject: the core
objectives, the Board-approved component, and the school-based component.
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The "core objectives” in each key subject area consist of the skills and understandings all students in
the territory are expected to master. They are defined and approved by the NT Board of Studies.
Comparability of courses throughout the territory is monitored by an assessment package which includes

both moderation and examinations in English and mathematics. Moderation is being considered in other
subjects as well,

The "Board-approved” component for each key subject area consists of the curricular materials that are
considered to be the best to assist Northern Territory schools in achieving and expanding upon the
objectives specified in the core. Endorsement of the NT Board of Studies is required for these studies. The
"school-based” component comprises courses, syllabuses, programs adopted by the schools themselves.

In Years 8-10, approximately 80% of a smdent's time is spent in core objectives and Board-approved
component subjects. The remaining 20% can be allocated at the school's discretion. Compulsory studies in
home economics, technical studies, and commercial studies occupy only one semester each and may be
taken at any time in Years 8-10. Students are also required to complete 40 hours of career education before

the end of Year 10. A policy that all secondary students study a language other than English for at least 2.5
hours/week for two years is being implemented gradually.

Assessment is mainly the responsibility of the schools. In the areas of English and mathematics, a
combined moderation and examination System ensures comparability of standards of assessment.

scale in all courses completed during Year 10, and whether the core objectives have been met. The certificate

is issued with a Student Portfolio folder to which the student may add further certificates and personal
documents.

Grading. The following grading system is used:

Letuer Numerical
Scale Scale Descriptor
A* 20 Outstanding
A 19-17 Very high
B 16-14 High
C 13-11 Competent
D 10-8 Marginal
E 7-0 Low
A Not appl. Student not in school when core covered.
U Not appl. Unsatisfactory
N Not appl. Core not available tostudent.

Senior Secondary Education—Years 11 and 12

Program of Study. Senior secondary courses are offered to students who have completed Yearl0 of
secondary school. There are three types of courses offered over the two-year period: Accredited, Regi ,
and courses approved by the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia (SSABSA). In additon
to SSABSA courses, TAFE certificate courses, approved and examined by the South Australia Department

of Further Education, are available at Sadadeen Secondary College. (TAFE courses are indicated by "T"
secondary centificates.)

An accredited course must meet strict criteria and be approved by the NT Board of Studies as
educationally sound and appropriate for students in Years 11 and 12 (mostly at Year 11 level). Assessment
is school-based with moderation in Year 11 English and mathematics courses. Year 11 accredited courses
fall into the following two categories: PS (Pre-SSABSA) courses which are designed to prepare students
for Year 12 smdies externally examined by the SSABSA, or "G" (General) courses which provide a program
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of studies for students who do not intend to undertake SSABSA subjects in Year 12. "G" courses are further
defined as follows: '

G1.G2 G1 indicates 1st semester of a two-semester program of study; G2 the 2nd.
G3, G4 G3 indicates 3rd semester of a two-year program of stdy; G4 the 4th.
GA.GB GA indicates higher level of a general course of study; GB the lower level.

A registered course is not submitted to the NT Board of Studies with as much detail and may be of less
than a semester's duration. Registered courses are intended to satisfy the needs of particular groups of
students in individual schools. They range from formal courses to informal extracurricular activities.
Assessment is totally school-based. "R” on a transcript indicates a registered course.

In Year 12, students seeking entry into tertiary institutions normally need to take publicly examined
subjects (PES) and/or school-assessed subjects (SAS) which have been accredited and are examined by the
SSABSA. The majority of Year 12 students take SSABSA courses. For information on these courses,
see the information in this report on South Australia.

Certificates and Grading. From 1981 upper secondary swdents have received the Senior Secondary
Studies Certificate (SSSC), which is issued by the Northem Territory Board of Studies, provided they have
completed at least one one-semester course in Year 11 or 12. Since 1984, the SSSC has been issued by
the NT Board of Studies in two parts—one shows student achievement in all NT accredited courses and NT
registered courses; the other lists SSABSA subjects taken by the student in Year 12. Students taking
SSABSA PES and/or SAS subjects will also be eligible for the SSABSA Certificate of Achievement (see
section "Secondary Education in South Australia™). All Year 12 subjects completed will be recorded on
their Northern Territory SSSC. Grades of achievement are identical to those utilized on the JSSC.

Normally the SSSC is issued upon the completion of senior secondary education. However, stdents
may request their SSSC earlier if they are leaving school and will receive one provided that they have
successfully completed at least one semester of an accredited course.

For further information regarding secondary education in the Northemn Territory, write to thcl
Deparment of Education, GPO Box 4821, Darwin, Northern Territory, 5794, Australia.

Matriculation Requirements

In Year 12, students in the Northem Territory who want to gain admission to an Australian college or
university must study either SSABSA, PES or SAS subjects (depending on the admissions requirements of
the tertiary institution). For a general background on tertary admissions requirements, see the section of
this document on secondary education in South Australia.

The Northem Territory University was established in January 1989, by merging Darwin Institute of
Technology with the University College of the Northern Territory. Matriculation requirements for most of
its first degree courses, and "bridging” courses, offered for later transfer to Queensiand and South Australian
tertiary institutions, are similar to those described in the section on South Australia. For most of the
university's associate diploma and certificate courses, completion of Year 12 (sometimes Year 11),
including achievement in stated prerequisites, is required. :

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concems—Newsletter of
ACSA.Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.
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Fowler, Cliff, Superintendent, Curriculum and As
Education. December 1988: April 1989 [Letter].
Information Statement 1. T,

he School Curriculum, Northern Territory Department of Education. November
1986.
Information Statement 2. Assessm
Education. August 1988. _
McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Cerdfication in
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985,

sessment Branch, Northern Territory Deparunent of

ent, Accreditation and Certification, Northern Territory Department of
Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools
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Secondary Education In Queensland

In the 1983 WES volume, recommendations incorporated into a report called "ROSBA" were described. The
main reasons for the ROSBA changes were dissatisfaction with certain aspects of the previous educational
scheme which, among other things, led to unhealthy competition among students, teacher dependency on
tests and examinations, and assessment which dealt almost exclusively with recall instead of feedback on
teaching strategies and diagnosis of students’ weaknesses.

[y

The ROSBA recommendations reported in the earlier volume were implemented on a phased-in basis
from 1982 to 1986. During those years, some Senior Certificates were expressed in ROSBA terms, while
others retained the format described in the 1983 volume. From and including 1986, all Senior Certificates

have been expressed in ROSBA terms.

School-assessed reports of student achievement, previously derived from norm-based numerical
gradings, were replaced by verbal descriptions based on pre-determined criteria reflecting curriculum design
and objectives. "This new system represents the first serious attempt in Australia at a system-wide level to
reject normative assessment and embrace criterion-referenced assessment” (McGaw and Hannon).

In 1989 the Board of Secondary School Studies was renamed the Board of Senior Secondary School
Studies.

Program of Study

Years 9-10. The minimum amount of school time to be devoted to the smdy and assessment of each Junior
Board-Registered School subject is 150 hours throughout Years 9 and 10. At least half of this time is to be
in Year 10. The minimum amount of school time to be devoted to a minor study is 75 hours. This time
may be allocated in Year 9 only, Year 10 only, or spread over Years 9 and 10.

Years 11-12. Some of the changes that occurred in 1982 concerned the classification of Year 12 subjects.
Beginning in 1982, students had a wide choice between "Board subjects,” "Board-registered school subjects,”
and "subjects studied in other institutions.” Schools usually offer all three options.

Board subjects are those accredited by the Board of Senior Secondary School Studies for tertiary entrance
purposes. At least 55 hours per semester are now required for the study and assessment of each Senior Board

Board-registered school subjects are those which Board-accredited schools offer on their own initiative.
There are no Board syllabuses for these subjects. At least 40 hours per semester are now required for the
study and assessment of each Board-registered school subject.

Subjects studied in other institutions are approved Technical and Further Education/TAFE units of at
least 40 hours duration. Results in these units are awarded by TAFE colleges, but they are reported on the
Queensland Senior Secondary Certificate.

The academic year in senior secondary schools in Queensland continues to be divided into two
semesters. Each Board subject consists of 4 semester units, one for each of the four semesters in Years 11
and 12. A semester unit is that portion of the syllabus usually completed in one semester. Students secking
to qualify for tertiary entrance will usually carry five Board courses per term, for a total of 20 units over the

two-year, senior secondary program. Five to seven courses per term would be considered a fulltime
courseload.
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Mathematics Curriculums. Three syllabuses are available in Junior secondary mathematics to allow all
students to undertake as much mathematics as their abilities allow: Advanced Mathematics, Ordinary

Mathemarics, and General Mathematics.

« Advanced Mathematics covers: number, algebra, geometry, measurement, trigonometry, probability and
statistcs, and analytical geometry.

« Ordinary Mathematics covers: number, algebra and graphing, geometry, measurement, rigonometry,
probability and statistcs.

\

« General Mathematics covers: number, geometry, measurement, probability and staistics.

The three separate syllabuses in Junior Mathematics may be replaced evenmally by a single syllabus
Junior Mathematics currently on trial in a number of schools. The scope of the syllabus includes the
following topics: whole numbers, fractions and other numbers: time, ratio and proportion; percentage and
money; probability, statistics and graphs; algebra, plane shapes and geometries; length, area, volume and 3-
D shapes; co-ordinates and analytical geometry; trigonometry.

In Years 11 and 12, there are two mathematics courses offered over the four semesters: Mathematics
and Mathematics in Society.

« Mathematics: The syllabus is presented in the form of semester units. Therefore, 2 variety of
combinations is available—including preparatory mathematics, algebra and calculus 1, geometry and
calculus 2, complex numbers, computer mathematics, financial mathematics, matrices and vectors,
mechanics, modem algebra, probability and statistics, and geometry and calculus 3.

« Mathematics in Society: The syllabus includes the following topics: calculation, finance, computers,
statistics, and geometry.

Certificates

The cenificate issued by the Board after Year 10 is still called the Junior Certificate; and after Year 12, the
Senior Certificate. However, beginning in 1983, the format for reporting results on the Senior Centificate
(Years 11 and 12) changed. Instead of listing grades in each semester of a subject, an overall grade in the
total number of semester units (in most cases, four) is reported. Subjects are listed according to whether
they are Board, Board-registered, or subjects taken in other institutions. An aggregate type of score is not
reported on the Senior Certificate. Additionally, after Year 12, students may be eligible to receive a Tertiary
Entrance Score (TE Score) which is reported on a separate statement. Samples of the reformated cenificates
are provided at the end of this section on Queensland. .

Among ROSBA recommendations was one that schools issue their own centificates in addition to
certificates issued by the Board. The statements so issued are called "Exit Statements” and they are issued to
students who leave without completing the entire junior or senior secondary course. Presumably these Exit
Statements will differ among schools.

Requirements for the Junior and Senior Certificates. A Junior Certificate, which attests to completion
of Year 10, is issued to a student who has completed Year 10 in fullime schooling and who has studied at
least one Board or Board-registered school subject. A Senior Centificate, listing all subjects studied by the
student in Year 11 and/or12, is issued before Christmas to students who have completed Year 12 in fulltime
schooling and have studied at least one semester unit of a Board-approved subject.

Slightly different Junior and Senior Centificates which contain externally-assessed results in three or
more subjects are issued to students undertaking Year 10 or Year 12 subjects other than by fulltime
schooling. (See the end of this section for an example.) For the Senior Examination, a person must be 19
years old or more in the year of candidature; for the Junior Examination, 17 years old or more. Sometimes
the Board makes exceptions for fulltime students and allows them to sit for a maximum of two of these
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externally-examined subjects. Institutions (largely TAFE colleges) throughout Queensland prepare
candidates for external Junior and Senior Examinations. Externally examined students do not receive a TE
Score, but potional TE scores (see 1983 volume).

The Tertiary Entrance Score (TE Score). This calculated score is used by tertiary institutions to rank
students for entrance purposes. Students who have completed 20 semester units of Board subjects with 12 of
those units in three Board subjects over the four semesters in Years 11 and 12 are eligible for a TE score.
Prior to 1988, Year 12 students received in mid-December an Interim Statement of Results which had the
Tertiary Entrance Statement as a tear-off section attached to it. Beginning in 1988, in place of the interim
statement, students have been issued in December the Senior Certificate and the Teniary Entrance Statement
as two separate documents.

The information in the 1983 volume describing computation of the TE Score is largely accurate—it is
still derived from an order of merit list which the Board of Secondary School Studies is required to compile
each year. Special Subject Assessments (SSAs) yield position indicators, on a scale of 1-99, assigned by
the schools for each Board subject studied for at least one semester. All Year 12 students who are eligible
for a TE Score sit for the Australian Scholastic Apttude Test (ASAT). The means and standard deviations
of scores obtained by subject groups within schools and across Queensland are used in scaling students’
SSAs to counter the differences between schools and subjects. The scaling procedure does not alter the
relative positions of students in their courses.

An aggregate score is computed, totalling the student's results in up to the equivalent of 20 semester
units in Board subjects, provided that this includes the adjusted SSAs from at least three subjects studied for
four semesters each. Scaling results in a TE Score as reported in the WES volume—a percentile ranking
from 99.0 down (the decimal point is removed for convenience). A student with a TE Score of 850 is
deemed to have higher overall academic achievement than 85% of the age cohort in Queensland for the year.
(Note that the age cohort includes the entire 17-year-old population, not just those eligible for a TE Score.)
The TE Score is released by the Board of Secondary School Studies before Christmas.

See the end of this section for examples of Junior and Senior Secondary Cenificates, as well as the
Tertiary Entrance Score report.

Grading

From 1969 through 1982. Grades given in Junior and Senior subjects were expressed as numerical ratings:
7 (highest) to 1 (lowest).

Beginning with Certificates Issued in 1983. Grades given in Junior Certificate subjects and Board and
Board-registered senior subjects indicate the extent to which the student has achieved the content, process,
and skill objectives in the accredited school work program. They are as follows: Very High Achievement,
High Achievement, Sound Achievement, Limited Achievement, and Very Limited Achievement. Grading is
criterion-based in each subject, reflecting the objectives of the subject. (The approximate percentage of Year
10 and Year 12 candidates getting each grade, as reported on pp. 49-51 in the 1983 volume, has not existed
since 1982.)

Achievement in "subjects studied in other institutions” (TAFE units) is recorded as Honours, Credit,
Pass, Fail; or simply as Successful, Unsuccessful.

Matriculation Requirements

Admissions requirements—especially for courses of postsecondary study—are usually stated in terms of TE
Scores, although for some programs—especially associate diploma programs—completion of an approved
secondary program is satisfactory for basic admission. An update of basic 1989 matriculation requirements,
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though not very comprehensive, follows. However, prerequisites for certain courses of study at these
institutions are not specified:

Brisbane CAE: Completion of at least 20 semester units in approved Board subjects, including all
prerequisites.

Capricoria Institute of Advanced Education: TE Score of 760 for bachelor's degrees; 700 for associate
diplomas.

Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education: TE Score ranging from 790-835 for admission to degree
and diploma courses; 730-750 to associate diploma courses.

Gold Coast College of Advanced Education: Cutoffs ranging from 815-855 depending on subject. ,

Griffith University: Satisfactory completion of Queensland Year 12 or equivalent. The TE Score is used as
a general basis for selection into courses.

Hospital Nursing Schools: TE Scare of 700 or higher.

James Cook University of North Queensland: TE Score of 800 to 880 for degree and diploma courses,
depending on area of study; 745 for associate diploma course. .

Queensland Agricultural College: TE Score of 810 for degree courses.

Queensland Conservatorium of Music: Satisfactory audition and interview, TE Score of 770-840 depending
on objective; and other course requirements.

Queensland Institute of Technology: TE Score of at least 810 (depending on course) or, for entry to
associate diploma course, 745.

University of Queensland: TE Score of 880 to 985 depending upon course of study.

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concemns—Newsletter of ACSA.
Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.

External Examination Handbook 1989, Board of Secondary School Studies, November 1988.

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.

Pitman, John A., Director, Board of Secondary School Studies; PO Box 307; Spring Hill; Queensland,
4004 [Letter].

Queensland Tertiary Courses 1989, A.A. McClelland, Ed. Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre, 1988.

The How, Why, and What of the Tertiary Entrance Score, Board of Secondary School Studies, August
1988.

The Tertiary Entrance Score—An Overview, Board of Secondary School Studies, Amended 1988.
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Secondary Education in South Australia

There have been two distinct cycles of changes in secondary education in South Australia since the
publication of the 1983 volume: changes implemented for 1984/1985, and those implemented in 1986.

A new board, the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Ausmalia (SSABSA), was established
on February 1, 1984, to replace the former Public Examinations Board (PEB) and to take responsibility for
the subjects previously offered by the Education Department towards the then offered Secondary School
Certificate. The address for the new board is: 134 Fullarton Road, Rose Park, South Australia 5067,

Since 1984, the Year 12 certificate, called the "Year 12 Certificate of Achievement,” has been issued by
the SSABSA. This certificate replaces both former certificates—The Secondary School Certificate and the
PEB's Statement of Results.

The method of reporting achievement in subjects has changed also—one system was used in 1984 and
1985; another began in 1986. These changes are discussed under "Year 12 Certificates” and "Grading”
below.

The SSABSA has continued the PEB practice of assessing and cenifying smdents from the Northern
Territory since it is not large enough to run its own operation. Its agreement with five schools in
Malaysia—Taylors College, Sarjana College, Iooh Sri Inai College, Sri Kuala Lumpur College, and Disted
College enables students from these colleges to take examination subjects which may qualify them to enter
Australian tertiary institutions. Beginning in 1985, a similar arrangement existed with the Mara Institute of
Technology in Malaysia. As of June 1985, there were approximately 1,000 Malaysian students taking
SSABSA publicly-examined subjects. There did not appear to be another Australian assessing authority
providing this service, so in effect the SSABSA was operating on behalf of Australian tertiary instimtions.

Program of Study

A typical study program for most Year 12 students is 20 units or five full-year subjects. There is no
"graduation requirement” for secondary school certification in South Australia. Any student whose
achievement in a Year 12 subject is assessed or recognized is entitled to a Year 12 Certificate of
Achievement reporting the resuit.

The South Australian Department of Technical and Further Education (TAFE) has approved
arrangements by which students who successfully complete certain SSABS A-accredited subjects will be
granted "status” (transfer credit) in certain TAFE business-certificate courses. A minimum Subject
Achievement Score is required for status; it will vary depending upon the subject.

Fora number of years, SSABSA (and the PEB before it) has offered three accredited mathematics
courses: Mathematics 1S, Mathematics 1, and Mathematics 2.

Mathematics 1S is a subset of Mathematics 1 and 2. It is designed for the smdent who intends to
pursue tertiary studies for which mathematics is taken as an ancillary rather than major subject. The
syllabus includes basic concepts and simple applications of the following: mensuration, geometry, and
complex numbers; mamices and linear equations; counting and probability; functions and their graphs. It is
not appropriate 10 take Mathematics 1S in combination with the other mathematics courses in the same
year.

Mathematics 1 provides a sound basis for a student intending to take a specialist tertiary-level
mathematics course. The syllabus includes vectors; geometry and mensuration in two-dimensional and
three-dimensional space; counting and probability; complex numbers; polynomials; matrices and linear
equations.
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Mathematics 2 provides a sound basis for a student intending to take a specialist tertiary-level
mathematics course. The syllabus includes mathematical induction; inequalities; functions and graphs;
differential calculus; integral calculus; exponential and logarithmic functions; curves, particularly conics.

Mathematics 1 and 2, taken together, are considered necessary background for tertiary studies in the
physical sciences, engineering, and mathematical sciences. It is not appropriate to take either Mathematics 1
or 2 concurrently with Mathematics 1S.

Prior to 1987 three schools—Urrbrae, Cleve, and Lucindale—offered a two-year program for the
Certificate of Agriculture. In 1987, SSABSA introduced a new set of school-assessed subjects totalling 24
units, "Agriculture,” which incorporated those areas previously covered under the Certificate of Agriculture.
This set of subjects is assessed by SSABSA and appears on the Year 12 Centificate of Achievement. Unlike
the previous arrangements, however, the individual subjects making up the set are available to students in

other schools.

In accordance with arrangements made with SSABSA (previously, the PEB), a few publicly examined
subjects (Ancient Greek, Hebrew, Serbo-Croatian, English as a Second Language) were examined by the
Victorian Institute of Secondary Education (VISE), now called the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Board (VCAB). Serbian, Croatian, and Estonian are available through arrangements with the New South
Wales Board of Secondary Education. These results are reported on the SSABSA Year 12 Centificate of
Achievement. At the end of this section on South Australia is a list, *Accredited Subjects, 1987,” of PES

vs. SAS subjects.

1984, 1985. Subjects offered fell into four categories: publicly examined subjects (PES), school
assessed subjects (SAS), general experience subjects (general education and job related skills), and
agricultural subjects. Note that SAS subjects used to be SSC (Secondary School Certificate) subjects.

Among other duties, the SSABSA was responsible for preparing or approving syllabuses for PES and
SAS subjects, assessing PES subjects, and the assessment procedures for SAS subjects. Subjects with
SSABSA approval were so indicated under "Approved Subjects” on the new Year 12 Certificate of
Achievement. While General Experience subjects were registered with the SSABSA, they are school

designed and assessed.
1984/1985 publicly examined subjects not already listed in the 1983 Australia volume included

. accounting, drama, Khmer, legal studies, Polish, religion studies, and Vietnamese.

Beginning 1986. Subjects listed on the centificate are at the Year 12 level only. They may be of two
kinds—accredited and registered.

Accredited subjects are fully developed and accredited by SSABSA. They may be of two unit values—
4-unit (or "full year") and 2-unit (or "half year"). A typical study program for most Year 12 students is 20
units or five full-year subjects. Accredited subjects are either publicly examined subjects (PES) or school
assessed subjects (SAS). In most PES subjects, school assessments contribute 50% to the final grade; the
other 50% results from external examination. Subjects that are 100% school-assessed are the SAS subjects.
Only PES subjects qualify students for admission to the University of Adelaide, Flinders University, and
degree/diploma programs of the South Australia Institute of Technology.

Registered Year 12 subjects are developed, assessed, and monitored by the schools themselves, even
though they are submitted ("registered”) with the SSABSA. The listing of a registered subject on a Year 12
Centificate of Achievement means that the school concemed has reported successful completion of that

subject by the student.

"Community Studies,” a group of units of study which use a work-required assessment mode, has been
introduced into the program of study. It is reported on a Completed/Not Completed basis.

A list of PES and SAS subjects offered in the 1987 academic year is included at the end of this section
on South Australia.
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Certificates Issued

There are three types of certificates that are awarded at the senior secondary level: the School Leaver
Statement, the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement, and the Higher Education Entrance Scores report.
"Graduation” or "completion” of secondary school does not exist in South Australia. Any student who has

The School Leaver Statement continues to be the report which lists subjects completed through the
time a student leaves school. Therefore, South Australian students who have not been assessed or recognized

for achievement in a Year 12 course should be asked to provide at least the School Leaver Statement to
indicate what they have completed.

Year 12 Certificate of Achievement. Since 1984, the centificate awarded upon completion of Year 12
has been the "Year 12 Certificate of Achievement” (samples are included at the end of this section on South
Australia). This certificate combined the former Public Examination Board and Secondary School

Centificates. Changes have occurred within the grading systems (see "Grading" below), and in the way
subjects are listed on certificates.

Also, subsequent to the recommendations of a 1983 working party, there was a proposal to introduce a
Student Achievement Record (SAR) to replace the School Leaver Statement. There has not been full
implementation of this SAR. See "Proposals for Change” below.

When "P" follows the name of a subject on the certificate, it means that this particular subject, which
is also offered as an SAS subject, is publicly examined.

Beginning 1986. The Year 12 Certificate of Achievement lists both_accredited subjects and

satisfactorily completed regisiered_ subjects, but in different sections of the certificate under those headings
(see example at the end of this section).

The Higher Education Entrance Scores report was implemented in 1986. This report is a tear-off
attachment to the Year 12 Cenificate of Achievement. At the student's request, it is provided
simultaneously to the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC).

The scores reported on the form are an aggregate of the student's best five subjects, after the Subject
Achievement Scores have been adjusted or scaled by SSABSA to produce comparability across subjects and
years. The report shows the adjusted scores; they are very close to the Subject Achievement Score earned by
the student. Also reported are totals for the best five subjects—PES only, and the best five in a required

matriculation grouping for South Australian universities. (See sample at the end of this section on South
Australia.)
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Grading

All assessments, except those in Year 12, are school-based assessments; criterion-based grading is
encouraged but not enforced. Year-12 PES and SAS subjects include a norm-referenced score. The following
statements are in reference to the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement grading standards.

Until 1984. PES subjects were reported by the Public Examinations Board using a scale of 0-100. The
public, standardized examination accounted for 75% of the grade and the school assessment, 25% of the
grade. Results in SAS subjects were reported by the Education Department of South Australia, using a
grade of A, B, C, D, or U for each subject. Grade definitions were A = Outstanding achievement, B = Good

standard, C = Satisfactory standard, D = Below satisfactory, U = Unsatisfactory.

1984 and 1985. SSABSA became responsible for reporting all grades and did so on the same
certificate, using the two separate reporting methods: 0-100 for PES subjects and A-U for SAS subjects (see
"Until 1984” above). South Australian tertiary institutions which accept school assessed subjects for
entrance purposes apply a conversion score to the grades to enable comparison with students who have a
marriculation aggregate. The conversion is: A = 76 or higher; B = 63-75; C = 53-62; D =47-52; U = 15-
46. Semester subjects are given a score of half that on the above table. General Experience subjects were
not graded; their inclusion on a Year 12 Certificate of Achievement indicated satisfactory completion of the

course.

Beginning 1986. A common reporting system was established for all SSABSA accredited subjects
which are listed under "Subject Achievement Scores” on the Year 12 Certificate. All results are calculated
on a scale of 0-20 (correct to each even decimal point through 1987). Letter grades of A-E and achievement
statements are included for accredited subjects according to the following scale:

20 Outstanding achievement
19-17 Very high achievement
16-14 High achievement
13-11 Competent achievement
10- 8 Marginal achievement

7- 0 Low achievement

moOw» >

Merit Certificates are awarded to students judged to have achieved at an outstanding level by earning a
Subject Achievement Score of 20/20. '

Under certain circumstances, a "Partial assessment only” statement may appear for PES subjects.
Normally, "partial assessment” indicates the student has not completed the examination and has no valid
excuse, or has not been assessed by the school. The candidate may receive a partial assessment, normally to
a maximum of 10 out of 20. This will be shown on the certificate as follows (assuming a score of 7 was

achieved): "7 PARTIAL ASSESSMENT ONLY."

Registered subjects are assessed by individual schools and recorded on the Year 12 Certificate of
Achievement if satisfactorily completed. No grade of achievement is listed.

Grading in PES subjects is a combination of external and school-based assessments; for SAS, school-
based only. Assessments are criterion-based. However, 2 norm-referenced score is also included.

Grade distribution statistics for PES subjects, SAS subjects (full-year), and SAS subjects (half-year) are

included at the end of this summary on South Australia. The source for this material is the "Senior
Secondary Assessment Board of South Austratia Annual Report 1987."
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Proposals for Change

The 1983 volume described the School Leaver Statement (SLS)—Forms S and O—10 which any secondary
school leaver was entitled. The SLS, primarily for employers, has not adequately met the needs of students
or employers. Therefore, in 1983, a working group proposed a new form of SLS—the Student Achievement
Record (SAR) that would report achievement on a 3-point scale: H (Successfully completed; high quality);
S (Successfully completed); N (Not successfully completed). It would also include a statement about
performance on English language, literacy, and learning, as well as information about the smdent's
activities and responsibilities. The proposed SAR, which may have started to appear beginning in 1988,
would be issued in any year from which the student is leaving secondary school, but normally, after Years
9-12. The certificate, as envisioned, would report the following:

Information about activities and responsibilities;

A statement about performance on English language, literacy, and learning;
Reports on subjects studied, both in previous years and in the current year;
Levels of achievement (see "Grading™);

Descriptions of content of studies:

Negative, as well as positive, comments about student's performance.

Studies described on the SAR would be generally school-devised. For the Year 12 level, they are
SSABSA accredited.

Additionally, there have been proposals to structure senior secondary schooling into a pattern of broad
general education over both Years 11 and 12 within one framework, terminating with a2 General Certificate
of Secondary Education. The certificate, if adopted, would be viewed as a completion certificate, rather than
a certificate of achievement. These proposals would also remove the division of subjects into PES and
SAS. Included would be changes to selection procedures for higher education so that subjects not currently
acceptable would be considered for tertiary entrance and reported on the general certificate (e.g., TAFE,

general secondary, or higher education bridging courses). Final implementation of such a scheme is unlikely
before 1991 or 1992.

New Address for Information Regarding Secondary Education:

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia; PO Box 751; Norwood, South Australia 5067.

Matriculation Requirements

1984 and 1985. Postsecondary matriculation requirements in 1984 and 1985 were as follows. (Note
that matriculation does not ensure entry to a university or other postsecondary course, which may be
restricted by quotas. It represents a minimum entrance standard.) For the universities (Adelaide and Flinders),
school leavers had to complete five subjects in one public exam, take at least one subject from
mathematics/science and one subject from all other areas, and obtain an aggregate scaled score of 295
(formerly, the score was 225). The "aggregate scaled score” was computed by adding the results in the five
publicly examined subjects.

Other restrictions pertaining to university entrance are as follows:

Not more than two history subjects counted;

Ancient History and Classical Studies shall not both be counted;

Modem European History and Modem World History shall not both be counted;
Malaysian and Indonesian shall not both be counted:

English and ESL shall not both be counted:

Maths 1S and Maths 1 or Maths 2 shall not both be counted.
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The South Australian Institute of Technology required results in five subjects and accepted only
publicly examined subjects for entry to its diploma and degree course, although areas of study—
science/mathematics vs. other subjects—were not specified. An aggregate scaled score of not less than 295
was required. School assessed subjects were accepted for entry into its Associate Diploma courses.

South Australian College of Advanced Education and Roseworthy Agricultural College accepted any
five PES or SAS subjects for matriculation purposes.

Some students took a mixmure of publicly examined and school assessed subjects. This mixture was
acceptable for entry to the South Australian College of Advanced Education, Roseworthy Agricultural
College, and Associate Diploma courses at South Australian Institute of Technology.

The Agriculwral Study Program offered at Urrbrae, Cleve, and Lucindale is a set of school assessed
subjects which was accepted for entry to Roseworthy Agricultural College. It was discontinued after 1986.

Beginning 1986. The very general requirement for matriculation at the University of Adelaide, Flinders
University, and the South Australian Institute of Technology was a minimum aggregate Higher Education
Entrance Score of 59 gained in five publicly examined SSABSA Year 12 subjects. The two universities
specified that at least one subject must be from the sciences and mathematics areas, and one from the liberal
arts areas. Generally, applicants who have five fulltime subjects in Year 12 are eligible for matriculation at
South Australian College of Advanced Education or Roseworthy Agricultural College; however, some
courses may require specific prerequisites at the secondary level (e.g., science courses for Roseworthy).

Students who did not originally qualify for university matriculation are eligible for mature entry if they
are at least 21 years of age. Mature entry may be available only in certain courses. If students are applying
for mature entry admission to the University of Adelaide, Flinders University, or the South Australian
College of Advanced Education, they are required to sit for the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Examination
(ASAT), the Series 1, Form 1, Humanities Test. Other factors considered in the admission of mature entry
candidates are an interview and an essay.

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Ausiralia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of
ACSA.Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.

General Information on Publicly Examined Subjects.

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.

SSABSA brochures:
Mathematics. Year 12 Detailed Syllabus Statements.
Now Every School Leaver has More to Show after 12 Years of School.
SSABSA Annual Report of 1984.
SSABSA Annual Report of 1987.
Year 12 and Terdary Entrance School Year 1986 for Entry 1987.

Speedy, Graeme W., Former Director and Vivian Eyers, Director, Senior Secondary Assessment Board of
South Australia (SSABSA).

The SATAC Guide 1989, South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre.

Year 12 Handbook 1989, SSABSA.
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OTHER INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS

Avamasie rroM AACRAO (Member prices are followed by nonmember prices)

WORLD EDUCATION SERIES: Australia (1983) 276pp. $8/512; Austria (1987) 176pp. S15/320;
Belgium (1985) 192pp. $8/512; Colombia (1984) 144pp. $8/512; Dominican Republic (1987) 136pp. $8/S12;
Egypt (1988) 112pp. $15/320; Federal Republic of Germany (1986) 192pp. $15/520; France (1988) 252pp.
$15/320; Greece (1982) $8/312; Haiti (1985) 128pp. $8/812; Iraq (1988) 192pp. $15/520; Japan (1989)
176pp. S20/325; Malaysia (1986) 184pp. $15/320; Mexico (1982) 288pp. $8/512; Netherlands (1984) 208pp.
$8/512; New Zealand (1981) 96pp. $8/512; Peru (1983) 132pp. $8/S12

Guide for International Admissions and Evaluation Officers (1985). A handbook of policies and procedures
for internarional admissions with sample forms and letters. 432pp. $15/520

International Academic Credentials Handbook, Volume I (1988). A review of credendals from Australia,
Ecuador, Germany, Ghana, Greece, India, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Mexico, People’s Republic of China,
Philippines, Switzerland, Taiwan, and Tanzania, with recommendations for placement of smdents in U.S.
instimutions. 566pp. $15/520

International Academic Credentials Handbook, Volume II (1990). A look at the benchmark credentials of
Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada (Manitoba, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Cyprus, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
Finland, Indonesia, Jordan, Netherlands/Antilles, New Zealand, Panama, South ‘Africa, Sweden, United
Kingdom, and Zimbabwe, with sample documents and placement recommendations. 560pp. $20/$25
lglgorway (1985). A guide to the admission and placement of Norwegian stdents in U.S. instimitions. 108pp.
Registrar’s Guide for International Student Services (1987). Outlines policies and procedures for handling
such issues as record authenticity, credit evaluations, currency exchanges, health insurance, grade reports, and
academic dismissal. 22pp. $4/36

"Education on the Island of Cyprus" (1990). Special Report. $10

"The Educational System of Australia: An Update of the 1983 World Education Series Volume (1990).
Special Report. $12

Please add $2.50 shipping and handling for AACRAO publications. '

PIER Pusrications Avamasie rrom NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 1860 19th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20009

The Admission and Placement of Students from Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and
Yemen Arab Republic (1984). 114pp. $7.95

The Admission and Placement of Students from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka (1986).
370pp. 31095

The Admission and Placement of Students from Central America (1988). Focuses on Belize, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. 236pp. $12

The Admission and Placement of Students from Canada (1989). 560pp. $15

The Admission and Placement of Students from Hungary (1990) 128pp. $15
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. SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Table 19: Publicly examuned subjects — grade distnbution. 1987
A B C D E Parual®
20-17 16~14 13-11 10-8 70 Assessments  Towl Grand

Subject F M F M F M F M F M F M F M towl
Accounung P 132 146 365 3T A+ 542 238 295 152 207 30 39 1381 160+ 2985
Agncultural Science b b 12 22 b 26 7 9 0 4 0 0 29 66 95
American History bl 22 19 24 24 17 10 6 6 bl 1 2 65 76 141
Ancient History 6 18 7 29 22 17 6 8 4 2 1 2 46 76 122
Ant P 132 32 320 107 248 132 110 76 53 7 10 23 883 427 1310
Australian History 132 §3 342 137 490 225 209 97 83 46 42 22 1298 580 1878
Biology 351 182 1023 48+ 1293 714 660 382 2 247 92 S+ 3801 2063 S804
Chemistry 183 380 418 679 al0 68+ 223 396 167 336 8 35 1409 2510 3919
Classical Srudies 92 26 287 7 32+ 101 103 n 70 18 26 12 92 268 1170
Dramu P 47 6 137 36 150 49 57 20 16 14 11 1 418 126 S+
Dutch 0 0 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 b
Economics 132 182 492 502 645 732 310 362 157 204 32 $8 1768 2040 3808
English P 59 200 1796 801 1269 7 303 269 72 126 79 $3 4078 229 6374
English As a Second

Language 59 46 24 195 190 265 58 143 15 54 b] s  S41 708 1249
French 82 22 136 33 115 22 22 3 7 3 3 0 365 83 448
Geography P 106 222 401 456 S03 583 258 25« 119 17 26 37 1413 1669 3082
Geology 33 49 117 119 125 159 54 91 39 49 10 22 378 489 867
German 64 30 121 39 92 22 23 7 b 2 2 0 307 100 407
Hungarian 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4
Indonesian 8 7 15 8 12 b) 4 3 0 1 0 0 39 24 63
ltalian 7 10 81 ro) 35 33 9 6 2 1 2 0 186 T 263
Japanese n 7 14 S 18 4 7 4 1 3 0 0 51 23 74
Khmer 7 13 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 17 25
Latin 0 10 0 7 0 4 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 23 23
Latvian 0 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 6
Legal Studies P 64 36 156 115 162 n7 T 51 3 35 20 14 S$10 368 878
Lithuanian 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Malaysian 26 10 143 100 50 82 18 34 b 26 0 1 242 293 495
Mathematics 1 139 348 259 483 2% ST 181 366 110 298 3 21 986 2092 3078
Mathemadcs 2 144 381 47 499 316 543 142 301 132 %S 3 21 98+ 2090 3074
Mathematcs 1S 258 220 535 410 776 615 460 413 319 42 22 41 2370 2121 4491
Medieval History b 3 7 8 6 7 3 b 4 1 b 2 30 26 86
Modem European History 127 66 270 145 31 21 162 93 74 51 28 17 1002 583 1585
Modem Greek 44 14 70 42 29 39 2 6 2 2 0 0 147 103 250
Modem Standard Chinese 28 20 26 25 12 14 b 1 1 0 2 3 73 63 137
Modem World History 22 6 (] 22 90 39 22 13 b) 9 1 1 209 90 299
Music History

and Literature 18 b 43 11 k) 14 17 9 6 7 0 120 46 166
Music Performance )

and Theory 47 23 113 56 76 50 ] 16 6 2 3 0 270 147 417
Physics 191 S07 329 752 357 823 177 438 8 319 8 42 .1149 2881 4030
Polish 6 8 2 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 9 13 22
Politics P 8 b] 13 13 2 1 4 b 3 1 1 4 Al 39 80
Religion Studies P 8 2 11 3 18 1 8 2 10 0 10 b 65 13 78
Russian 2 2 1 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 10
Serbo-Croatian 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Spanish 4 b 4 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 10 10 20
Uknrainian 4 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 b 2 7
Vietnamese 25 34 16 35 1 7 0 0 0 0 1 4 43 80 123
Total 3376 3363 8639 6888 9024 8336 3977 4231 2145 3016 489 543 27650 26377 54027

Source: Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia
"Annual Report 1987." '

BEST COPY AVAILAB
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i
i SOUTH AUSTRALIA
. i Table 20: Schoni-assessed subpects (¢ full-veur) — grade distnbution. 198~
' A u C D E
20-17 16~14 13-11 104 el Total Grand
Subject F M F M F M F M F M F M total
i
Accounting 9 33 22 97 181 131 54 58 +3 32 6P+ 351  95%
H Agnculture
! Agnculturs 6 19 9 33 2 7 o 3 13 18 72 9
Agncultural Commerce 3 7 1 38 2 16 0 + 0 2 6 - 83
Agnculural Humanities 2 11 2 26 2 26 1 9 0 3 = - 8+
Agncultural Pnrciples 2 13 3 42 2 25 2 = 0 1 9 88 9%
Agncultural Technology 0 1 2 22 3 2 2 12 0 10 7 ~ B+
Applied Agriculture 2 9 3 32 ) 38 0 11 0 1 9 91 100
Ancient Studies 5 0 2 1 10 6 2 6 3 = +2 20 62
Applied Lunguages
Enplish As 3 Second Lunguuge 6 3 11 4 3 7 1 + 1 2 22 20 2
French 0 [+] “+ 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 5 1 6
' German 0 [+] 0 [+] 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 [+] 1
Indonesian [+] [+] 1 [+] 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 [+] 2
ltalian 12 [+] 19 0 3 1 2 1 0 0 36 2 38
Serbo-Croatian 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 3
. Applied Mathematics 02 15 127 20 252 109 145 82 123 63 6% 1309
An Practical and Theory 96 24 18T 63 19+ 90 92 91 B8+ 101 653 369 1022
Australian Economic Studies 18 9 47 55 61 70 21 30 9 12 156 176 332
Australian Studies 7 10 68 3 &7 38 23 1 21 20 186 119 305
Biological Science 126 35 308 100 3 292 11 8+ 31 35 1041 546 1587
’ Business Mathemurtics 116 58 284 170 316 239 132 129 e 9° 923 693 1618
. Business Studies 35 10 108 46 135 48 49 29 32 13 359 146 505
Communication for the Hearing-Impaired 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 3 6
Computing Studies 18 11 80 58 80 111 5 T3 53 95 25 348 633
Contemporary Worid History 28 13 94 34 by 52 26 25 24 26 249 150 3w
\ Cratt Practical and Theon: 9 2 o4 2 24 6 10 7 16 10 86 113
Dance 7 0 9 2 1 0 5 0 1 0 33 2 35
Design Practical and Theory 110 20 24 2 a6 12 26 11 46 6 152 208
Drama 28 5 68 16 52 18 18 - 14 14 180 60 240
English 57+ 135 1117 498 56+ 609 33 56 119 166 210" 1464 387
Environmental Science 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 3
General Science 7 7 23 15 6+ 66 20 16 5 10 119 114 233
General Typing 43 1 303 25 239 42 104 16 85 19 T4 103 8~
Geography 59 9 137 83 & 102 r 30 11 3o 318 266 584
Geological Science 1 0 0 1 2 3 3 2 0 0 6 6 12
Health Education 32 1 49 8 31 14 8 10 1 10 137 43 180
Home Economics 68 2 254 6 210 10 95 6 88 10 715 3+ 749
Law and Business [+] [+] 1 0 [+] 1 0 1 3 1 4 3 =
Legul Studies 6 10 122 76 124 119 E1] 63 3 49 35 317 668
Media Studies 22 2 21 18 23 22 9 23 17 3> 93 102 19%
Music 7 12 22 12 14 9 2 1 1 0 46 34 80
Natural Resources Management 10 5 3 20 44 34 24 30 12 25 124 114 238
Qutdnor Education 0 1 3 10 2 5 2 7 1 6 8 29 3=
Physical Educanon 61 61 100 147 66 166 30 73 18 35 IS5 482 st
g Physical Science 2 14 8 46 7 13« 3 66 2 28 22 288 310
Palitics 1 [+] 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 3 2 6 8
Profexsional Typing 41 0 95 2 62 3 43 1 19 2 260 8 268
. Shorthand Speed 3nd Stenography 31 0 34 0 42 0 16 1 40 2 163 3 166
Small Business Munagement 24 4 26 21 19 14 6 8 5 6 80 53 133
Social Studies 46 4 122 36 S 43 3 22 33 42 32 147 76
{ Technical Drawing Practicul
and Theon 1 6 2 16 1 25 1 12 1 16 6 75 81
Technical Studies [+] [+] [+] 3 0 1 0 0 0 [+] [+] 4 “+
Technology Studic
Elcctriciey 0 1 [+] 2 0 12 0 8 0 3 [+] 26 26
Fumiture Construction 0 6 1 23 2 30 2 8 2 11 ¥ 84 91
Metal Machiming 0 0 0 5 0 8 0 1 0 2 0 16 16
Phuropraphy 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 “+
Phowgraphy (practical) 3 4 b] 6 10 8 1 2 [+} 6 19 20 45
Power Technology 0 2 0 4 0 5 0 1 0 2 0 14 14
Welding and Fabncating 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 2 0 ] 1 9 10
' Workshap Practice 0 “ 0 6 o 12 0 7 0 4 0 33 33
Tostal 1774 615 4240 2116 3648 3070 1227 1260 1015 1190 11904 8251 20155
l Source: Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia
- "Annual Report 1987."

ERIC | 46



Secondary Education: South Australia

' Page 39
l : SOUTH AUSTRALIA
i Tanic 21: School-assessed subjetts (half-vear) — grade distnbution, 19587
i
' . A B C D E
| 20-17 16-14 13-11 10-8 ) Toral Grand
Subiett F M F M F M F M F M F M total
]
l | Accounting 1 1 40 g 1816 1 6 12 100 50 15
! Acvanced Word Processing 13 0o 8 : A 5 31 2w 0 231 ‘9 210 :
! Agniculure !
! Agncultural Practice 5 42 2 b1} 0 5 0 2 0 0 7 - S+ !
l ' Appiied Muthematics o 2 1 8 s m o 4+ 0 1 6 2 32
Ar Practical 1 0 6 2 + 3 3 4 3 T 17 16 33 ;
Ausuzlian Economic Studies 0 1 5 2 6 13 1 5 1 0 13 21 34 |
Australian Studies 7 1 1 + 1 “ 3 4 3 6 35 19 54 !
Basic Word Processing 52 1 197 25 160 41 62 32 6 22 51T 122 63 i
Biviogical Science b} 2 9 10 22 17 12 9 13 11 63 a9 112 :
Business Studies 13 2 8 s 3 12 9 T 4 3 o » 12 |
Computing Studies 7 0 35 26 18 16 12 9 12 12 8+ 63 147 :
Contemporary World History 1 2 3 5 3 2 1 3 1 0 9 12 21 !
Caft Practical 0 0 L) 0 ] 2 1 2 3 0 13 3 17
' Design Pructical 0 0 1 2 0 3 0 2 1 3 2 10 12
Drama: Group Production 1 0 2 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 + 2 6
Drama: Individual Project 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3
Environmentul Science 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 +
General Science 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 ['M 1 4 1 s
Geography N 1 4 2 1 4 1 1 0 0 10 8 18
Geological Science 3 3 3 “ 4 6 + 4 3 1 17 18 3s
. Health Education 1 [} 3 1 4 3 3 1 3 6 14 11 25
Home Economics 1 0 9 0 11 2 7 2 8 4 36 8 4
Legal Swudies 3 1 19 6 17 8 1 1 8 6 58 22 80
Media Srudies [} 0 1 0 1 0 1 [} 1 0 4 [} “
Physical Education 0 0 2 1 4 3 3 1 0 0 9 5 1+
Physical Science 0 1 0 6 11 9 4 ) 2 8 17 28 45
Professional Typing 20 0 52 1 58 0 49 3 15 2 19+ 6 200
Shorthand Speed and Stenography 10 0 10 0 24 1 23 0 28 0 95 1 90
Social Studies [} [} 0 [} [} 1 [} [} 1 0 1 1 2
Technical Drawing Practical 0 3 1 [} [} 4 0 2 0 2 1 11 12
Technology Studies
Anzjogue Electronics 0 9 1 16 1 11 0 6 0 12 2 54 56
l Applied Graphics 0 1 1 8 1 7 0 13 2 12 4 4l 45
| Automotive Maintenance 1 bJ 1 39 1 31 1 9 1 8 5 92 97
Buildings and Structures 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 6 6
Computer Conuol 0 2 0 2 0 7 0 2 0 0 0 13 13
Concrete and Masonry 0 1 0 15 1 26 2 13 0 3 3 8 61
Creative Woodwork 2 5 4 19 <4 37 1 15 1 35 12 m 123
Digital Eiecwronics [} 16 0 11 [} 4 0 2 [} 3 0 36 36
Electricity 0 1 2 21 [} 24 [} 15 [} 8 2 65 71
Energy Technology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1
Engincenng Materials 0 1 [} 3 0 [} [} [} [} [} [} 4 4
Fumiture Construction 1 9 4 76 7 8" 0 37 3 53 15 262 77
Mechanismy and Machunes [} 0 0 1 [} 1 0 3 1 10 1 15 16
Metal Machining 0 0 0 b 2 7 0 9 0 b 2 26 p-.]
Qutdoor Construction 1 1 0 16 1 3n 0 17 0 4 2 69 k!
' Photography (practial) 1 1 9 2 < 12 8 1 4 13 29 39 68
Plastics Technology 0 1 [} 5 [} 12 [} S 0 3 0 26 26
Power Technology [} 10 [} M 3 36 [} 10 [} 8 3 9 101
Technical Graphics [} 17 5 38 4 42 1 31 1 r 1 155 166
Technology and Society 0 0 3 0 2 0 2 0 5 [} 12 0 12
Welding und Fabricating 0 3 [} 18 1 45 1 1”7 1 1 3 9 97
Yorkshop Practice 0 1 2 45 0 53 0 49 0 26 2 174 176
' Toral 165 148 578 532 $51 670 TS5 383 203 350 1772 2083 355
Source: Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia
' "Annual Report 1987."
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(.; L)
SSABSA

YEAR 12
CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

This is © confy thar
CANDIDATE'S :aEZZ

fas omplaal sudies as indicered beiow

APPROVED SURECTS LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT Gonerct Expenence Subjects
POLL YRR
ACCOURIING 77 Driver 2dacation -
BIOLOGY 76 Laadership Traisiag
TEGLISH [4 800000000888 000000008
BATHZAASICS 1S 69
HALF YZA2
bama A
scI T - TEYINOEAZeTAL D
L LITTITTY 1Y sssas setees

&a... v /.4‘.‘7 .
Concidore No 583212 Do JANOART 1985

SRED WINOU! AURANON O ERASUTE

ACCOOETING ~ A ssbject that develops an usderstasdisq of the social gole of accousting. Stadents apply theory
to accounting practice, and cas use fisanciel ioforeation in decisioo eaking. Studests stady the fooctios of
accouating io eeall busisess sanagesect aod develop e bdasis for inforeed career choice. Pical assesseeat is
by 75% axzternai exanication end 253 soderated school essesseost.

BIOLOGY = 4 subject tbat develops kaowledge of Plast physiology, asieal phvsioloay,
teproductios, geoetics aod evolution. Studests ece encouraged to apply sciectific get
problees, to collect and svaloate data asd to asdectake experisestal exercises.
Coamusicate witd otdars os group
School assesssant.

cell bdiology,

bods to the eolutios of
Ther often wor: and

tasts. Pisal azseszeest is by 75% externai eraeirsatios and 253 eoderated

EEGLISE - 1 sobject that deveiops cosfideoce esd Coepetence f{s usicg the Zoglish laacguege. This is echieved

throagh reeding, writing, viewiaq, listesicq aed speaking ip appropriate weya for diflfeceat purposes.
Stodies cover prose, Poetry, drasa, eod Prist and electrocic sedia. Stodescts coeplete a larqge aceber of
eriting, reeding aad oral liaguace tasis duriod the yeef. Schaol results are isspected asd ediusted py ,
Sodereting Pacel to easure adberssce to 33A8SA°s state-eide staedard.

SATHERATICS 1S = 4 subject thet reguires studests to desonstrate a knoeledge of eens
coeplax euebars, satrices, Probadility fuactions and their graphs. Poreal teaching ee
leportasoe of applyieg this sstdesatical knoeledge to
ezasicatios asd 25X eoderated school assesseent.

ucation, qeceetry,
thods stress the
otber subjects. Pisal essesseest is by 753 extecesl

DEAEA ~ 4 sudbject ehich escograges respossibility ead loitiative.
Coenitsest, aad the adility to work witd others to deadlises. Tasks
prfoject and eritten eork. Resalts are inspected ead adjusted to easu
staaderd.

It regaires vecdbal flueocy, enthusiase end
icclade qroup prodectioss., and jodepeadest
£e adberence to SSABSA*S state-wide

SCIBICE — REITIZONAZNTAL - A subject ebichk develops prodlee solving skills and

ccitical thiakiog eithie eo
esvifossestal cootext. Studeets collect, sacipalate asd ioterpret data, desias

and coaduct expecisects, esd

interpret aod use diagrass, charts and graphs. School results sre jsspected aed adjusted by a Maderatisg
Pasel to ensure adherescce to SSABSA's stste~eide stasdard.
(2]
Corddare No __ 383212 Dae __JANUART 198 SS;BSA
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The examples shown here of the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement
and the Higher Education Entrance Scores report are for the same
stdent.
= &d—
c\‘ -
& 'SSABSA
i
YEAR 12 '
CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT
This s t0 cofy that Ras eompined sesdies 25 wndizzeed b

ACCREDITED SULECTS . SULIECT ACHIEVEMENT SCORES fegierea Susiec

licionz ®A3zitioa

rILL-7222 Caskolls

1ISTRALZIAR BISTORY . - . 11 CotproeSyT ATSITTINSNT € ssccccescscssssssccss
BIOLOCT - 15 AY33 ACSTZPINEYT 8
CLASSICAL STIAISS LI 11 CotpIlesT 12 <
osGLIsE P - 18 vy 7168 AC 3
SZOSAARTY P 16 3139 ac3T2YERTHT ]

i 2,

Concacte Na Owector Ocre Jawzaey 198°

¢
SSABSA

Cencicate Ne. - Dcte AN7Y®Y 1003
ISSUED WITHOUT ALTERATION OR ERASURE

HIGHER EDUCATION ENTRANCE SCORES

11 vou nove amed SSABSA 1o coeurote O gner Ecucction Entrance Score. ha The NGNS SCUCOION FITMMONS DASE MY 8NTry DYOCECUTEs LOON CETregaTe (Of 101C) ICOres hom vour "Dest ive
GTOCTMen CONOMS DNNTAG SCOtEs DXOVIOSa 10r NGT DUDOe At YOur recuest. SLDBCTS. YOUr MONG NOVE DEeN CTASTES Ov OrOCEsIes CHVIET S ™Me TSTIUNONS 10 SrOOUCE Q 1010 $C0/8. CI ' e S
Mo NICNCTON NS B0 Deen 18nT 10 Me SOUM AusTasan Temary Agmsuons Detow. The NTeTThon g 1O DrOCUCE COMOCTTOMYY GCICH RONCT  YOU IO 3¢ Me DOCK S! i sech.on °S*
Centre (SATAZ) fOr W@ Dy M fIGNE! SOUCTNION NIMIUNONS Wrich you have NICINCNGH COO! TE OCASIMENT DXCCesIEs. SNG 1O e CCTCLY ECUrEMent of NCVICUD! NStituhors  Bresy.

coDues 1o e~er, he CORIINENT oK he (CIoWING TOMTE

SATAC wil CONTECT YOU COOW® e OUICOME Cf YOS COORCTNON. You SNOWK e for puDECy-eTOmINed sutyects (PES). Me ongiNa! MONS N EACH ADECT UNTEGD O CTOL-RDeC: TG
OCCTet O CUEThONS COOM! YOUF @eC-Dity 107 @NTYY 10 e COMINONs office Ot e process

TSIMNMC™(3) CONCEMEC  P1eCIe NOTE INGT GINOUG™ NG INIITUNONS CuUTentty use an o 1Of SCNOO-CTNIING RDWCT (SAS). M SUOC? ACTWevement SCOMe n SOC SUDWCT § reCUCed OV 2 Con'
otastec 1012 sCOre 0° SO a3 O METONIN Of euCEDiity. QUOTA SYSTerm Ore \3ed tor ONCTe INGT 107 SOMe FEMUTIONS NE3e ICOIES ONe N Amer CUCesc. Soe Me DOCK for gere)

most .
SCJnes. NS Rgner 1COTes e OTten Meeqes for selechon. NOte: The CORIIEA SUOMICT SCOMEE then BESOTE COMDONENT O1 0 ‘DET five” 0T CTROCIEa {0 10eCToN IoNe~5

PUDOses: The COMEOONeNT OO NAT 0w YO CCTUS! SUDNCT CCTREVEmanTs /$10Ted 1D SvIGDUS CONCves

YOUR ADJUSTED SCORLS
1988 Totos

Bexr § Sucxecs g7 Ber S(PESOrw) g7 Bes? § (PES. Mamcugton torah) ¢

FOr YOI INICTMGNON. e OCASIEC SUDIEC! COMDONENT WS MGXe LD Me TOTCI) CTe SNOWN DEOw G wh'e
numoers on a scose 6! 0-20. They T8 n Me SOMe croer a3 on me Certegte FO? PES. Me numoen e snown c-e-
rouncng-oft.

e hgwe SNOWN N < > NET M SOMDONENTS 4 e OUNSNG-ON eftect Ths MOy De COtve negs've ©° 28T
10 cneck your Best § SuDyecTs' 101G GCT e Dest frve COTIONENT GNG ME IOUNGING-ON eftec?

ese10;:10:11;17; 1f nee <3.

Comiened 1917-8 totals (where QpORCTDIe)

8ot S Sureznn €7 Bes: § (PS5 Orwy) A7 Best § (PES. MomGuianon ‘o) &7

(1 Vs & YOL? SECOND SUCCRITVE CIIBTIMENT (07 YO 12 RINECT. BNC YOu GEINET ICCTes M five NUs-veC” D"t

07 Mav eGUVEEnt N 1987, NEN Ma OGS SNOWN M ECCH CIIECOTY 018 Me NGNES® NGt CCN De COTUo’es M~

your 1987 0nC 1988 resuty. SUDKECT COMDONENTS rom 1987 Gre SROwN O Me CTIOCAMEnt 1Q e SSABS- Je~ce
Concagte Ne Dote JAWNMAYOY 1282 SN 10 YOu N Jorwory 1988.)

ISSUED WATKOUT ALTERATION OR ERASUNE

[ERIC o CESTCOPYMUAILABLE




Secondary Education: Tasmania
Page 42

Secondary Education in Tasmania

It has been difficult to obtain updated information on secondary education in Tasmania. As of 1988, it
appears that in Tasmania, the School Certificate and the Higher School Certificate/HSC are still the
documents awarded by the Schools Board of Tasmania upon completion of single subjects or an entire
Junior or senior secondary program. The HSC, except in a few cases, is awarded after two years of study,
and indicates subjects completed, level at which each was studied, and the grade awarded. To summarize the
discussion in the 1983 volume, Level I subjects are designed to provide the necessary preparation for
tertary stdy. Level II subjects are either preparatory to Level III subjects or terminal subjects. For each
subject assessed, grades are as follows: C (credit), H (higher pass), P (pass), L or LP (lower pass), N
(failure). The HSC is issued to each student by the Schools Board, reporting results in all subjects or units
approved by the Board, in which the student receives an award of LP or bener.

Proposals for Change

As in other states, Tasmania has undertaken a review of its secondary program, including certification
practices. In the early 1980s, the Schools Board adopted as its position a statement which referred to the
"right of all students to a centrally authenticated statement of their school achievements.” Therefore it
appears that the Board may have already implemented, or will implement, a cerntification system that will
recognize students' achievements with a school leaver statement in Years 9-12, at any point that they exit.
The certification program envisioned will emphasize continuity of secondary education through to Year 12,
rather than reinforce the two-phase organization of the secondary system into high schools and secondary
colleges that currently exists in Tasmania. As such it will prove more useful to the community at large,
and especially employers. :

The proposal which appears to have come forward from study groups is to implement syllabuses
beginning in 1990 that would lead o a single Tasmanian Cenificate of Education (TCE). The proposed
TCE would be issued by the Schools Board of Tasmania upon request by students in Year 9 in 1990, and
subsequently in Years 10 through 12.

Program of Study. Three types of syllabuses are being developed by the Schools Board: Group A,
Group B, and Group C. Group A syllabuses are for courses less than one year in length. They will provide
25 hours of instruction in Years 9 and 10, and 50 hours in Years 11 and 12.

Group B syllabuses are generally for full year courses. They will provide 100 hours of instruction in
Years 9 through 12.

Group C syllabuses are full year courses designed primarily for students planning to continue the
subject at the tertiary level. They provide 150 hours of instruction in Years 11 and 12 (and may be taken
in other years with approval by the Board).

Ceriification and Grading. At the end of each year, starting at Year 9, it is proposed that students will
receive a statement of results to include the grades which the schools recommend to the Board. At any
point they leave school, they will be eligible for the proposed TCE with the results, which have been
accumulated by the Board, recorded. Still under discussion is whether there should be some kind of
completion standard and a statement to that effect included on the TCE. If included, it would be for all
students, not just those who have completed tertiary-preparatory subjects.

The current system of norm-based assessment has come under criticism, and the proposed system for
the TCE will be criteria-based. Students’ achievements would be judged against a 4- or S-point scale. One
grading scale that has been proposed is as follows:

OA  Outstanding achievement
HA  High achievement

]
o



SA  Sadsfacwory achievement
CC Course completed.

The last category will be used for students who complets the course with reasonable azendance and a
conscientious atempt at assigned tasks, but who do not anain the threshold for an achievement award.

Currently Year § and 10 assessments are done in the schools themselves with outside moderadon to
ensure some comparability among teachers in marking subjects. Assessment in Years 11 and 12 is partly
school-based and partly external, with thres-hour external examinations for Leve! I subjects (those which
prepare students for tertiary entrance), to provide the external results used in grading. It appears that there
will be no change in this model when the TCE is implemented, except in the three-hour examinations.

Marriculation Requiremenss. The tertiary sector has been involved in the development of‘the TCE;
however, as yet there has not been a final decision on the requirements for terdary enmance. It appears that
marriculadon might involve three stages, requiring each of the following:

«  Satsfactory completion of Year 12 (assuming a compledon standard is implemented).
+  Sadsfactory completion of some number or arrangement of Group C subjects.
o Where applicable, the stated prerequisites for tertiary courses of stdy.

Current matriculation requirements for the University of Tasmania are probably as stated in the 1983
volume: six subjects as follows—a grade of C (credir) or P (pass) in four Level III subjects, plus two
additional subjects which may include Level II subjects, Level III subjects with a grade of LP (lower pass),
and selected technical/TAFE subjects, approved for the HSC. In addition, its Faculty of Medicine requires
more precise information on students so that they can be ranked for selection into the relagvely few
available places. Therefore, an aggregate score in certain prerequisites is calculated with additional points for
Level III subjects. The university also calculates an aggregate score in order to producs a scholarship list of
Tasmania's top 50 students.

Admission to the Tasmanian CAE requires a grade of C (credit) or P (pass) in four Level III subjects,
as well as completion of Year 12. (It is possible for smdents to complete enough Level III courses in Year
11 1o qualify for teriary enmance after only one year of upper secondary school.)

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certficates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of ACSA.

Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988.
McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Cerdfication in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools

Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.
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Secondary Education In Victoria

Since the 1983 WES volume, major changes have been/are being implementzd in Victoria following
recommendations of the Ministerial Review of Posicompulsory Schooling (the Blackburn Report)
published in 1985. The primary goal of the recommendations is 1o improve the re:=ntdon rate of Victorian
students to the end of Year 12, primarily through the provision of a more systematc and coherent two-year
(four-semester) curriculum of challenging as well as amractive subjects and units.

The first step was to replace the Victorian Institute of Secondary Education (VISE) with a new
authority, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board (VCAB). This change occurred in 1986.
Therefore, on cenificates appearing in 1987 and after, VCAB is the issuing authority, ard the Victorian
Certficate of Education (VCE) is the award earned.

Program of Study, Certificates, and Grading, 1987-1991

Prior to implementation of the new curriculum (see below), the upper secondary program of study will
remain similar 1o the one-year program described in the 1983 WES volume, although the nomenclanire has
changed. The HSC program of Group 1 and Group 2 subjects, Group 2 single semester units, and Group 2
approved study structures courses (including the "STC" course—Schools Year 12 and Tertary Enmance
Certificate), is now called the VCE(HSC) program. Group 1 subjects are externally-examined; Group 2
subjects are assessed by the schools. Approved study structures are complete Year 12 courses of study
consisting of a range of subjects often closely related to one another (e.g.. business, fine arts). Students
participate in course design and management, cooperative assessment techniques and work education.
Approved study structures are assessed by the schools which teach them. One approved smdy structure is the
STC course (Schools Year 12 and Tertiary Entrance Certificate). Students who successfully complete the
STC course in Year 12 are eligible for tertiary entrance in Australia.

The Technical Year 12 program of vocational and educational interest subjects negotiated between
students and teachers is now the VCE(T12) program. The Tertiary Orientation Program/TOP, specifically
designed to provide prerequisite skills and knowledge for tertiary study, is now the VCE(TOP) program.
These one-year course programs will be available for the last time in 1991. Normal completion
requirements for these programs are as follows:

VCE(HSC). Atleast eight different Year 12 semester units per year/four per semester are required, with
grades of A-D, or S (satisfactory)/N (not satisfactory). Two semester units must be from an approved
English subject, and usually at least six of the additional semester units must be from three subjects (i.e.,
the same subject studied over two semesters). A semester unit takes 55-60 hours of class time o complete.
(Under cerain disadvantaged circumstances, a candidate who has A-D or S in less than the required number
of units may be "compensated” for an assessment in one subject [two semester units] which is just below
the satisfactory level.)

VCE(TOP). A pass (grades A-D) in English and thres other subjects. A VCE{TOP) program consists
of 32-36 weeks of organized work with a minimum of 20 hours of directed learning each week. (For an
example of the Statement of Results earned, see the end of this section on Victoria—V.3,)

VCE(TI2). A minimum of 10 semester units. Each unit is a semester in length and involves 55-60
hours of student participaton. Swdents who satisfactorily complete 8 semester units including 2 in English
will receive the VCE.

Units may be accumulated over a period of time for some of the programs. In such cases, the Statement
of Results will indicate the different years in which the units/subjects were completed.

In addition to the programs or courses already described, the possibility also exists for some students

to obwin their VCE by studying approved "composite” courses. These are combinations of VCE(HSQC)
Group 1 or 2 subjects and VCE(T OP) subjects. For schools to offer such programs, they must have

92
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obtained VCAB approval. Requirements for completion are: 4 subjects (8 units) including an approved
English subject

Certificates

The certificates issued by VCAB are the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and the Statement of
Results. The Statement of Results is issued in two parts—A and B. For the years 1987-1991, the
certificates issued represent the gne-vear VCE (HSC, T12, or TOP) program. .

The Victorian Certificate of Education/VCE is issued only to those students who satisfactorily
complete a Year 12 program of study and only certifies program completion. Because no subjects or results
are listed, it is not a particularly useful credential for admissions officers and evaluators, except for those
that only require evidence of completion of a secondary program of study. (See V-1 at the end of this section
on Victoria.) The VCE is issued in January following completion of the November/December

examinations.

The Statement of Results is issued in early January for VCE(HSC) or VCE(TOP) results, and in
December for VCE(T12) results. Statement of Results A lists only those subjects that have been
satisfactorily completed, and includes only the highest grade when the subject has been completed more than
once. Statement of Results B lists all subjects in which the student is examined. Admissions officers and
evaluators who require a complete record of all subjects/units auempted should require students from
Victoria to submit both parts of the Statement of Results, A and B. Part A will suffice when only proof of
high school completion is needed, as will the VCE alone. For examples comparing these two versions of
the same achievement, see V-2 at the end of this section.

In the Statement of Results showing results in VCE(HSC) and VCE(TOP) subjects, part A reports a
letter grade and part B reports the numerical grade. For VCE(HSC) approved study structures and VCE(T12),

letter grades are reparted in both parts.

Any candidate who is assessed will be issued a Statement of Results, even if in only one subject. This -
is known as a partial results statement. A completion statement will appear on the Statement of Results
(both A and B) of candidates who have satisfactorily completed all requirements for a VCE program of
study. (See the examples provided at the end of this section on Victoria—V-2 and V-3.) When different
years are listed on the Statements of Results, it is an indication that the student earned the results over more

than one sitting.

The certificates carry an indicator regarding the type of course, or more precisely, the mode of
assessment in the course:

Grades based on standardized marks.

Same grading system but marks not standardized.

Grades based on the level of achievement of the competencies specified in the accredited course
description: A (very high), B (high), C (very satisfactory), D (satisfactory), E (low), F (very low).
As for # above, and a descriptive assessment has been issued.

Assessment based on performance: S = satisfactory completion; N = unsatisfactory.

As for [ ] above, and a descriptive assessment has been issued.

>

g A
noun

od
nuwan

> —

Program of Study, Certificates, and Grading Beginning 1990

See the chart on the following page for an outline of the phasing-in of the new VCE 1990-92. While the
new two-year VCE program will be phased in over the three-year period 1990-92, it will be implemented in
full mostly for those students who begin Year 11 in 1991. In 1990, plans are o offer for some Year 11
students the first year of three courses: English, Mathematics, and Australian Studies. The majority of
studies will be added to the curriculum in 1991. By 1992, itis expected that the new curriculum will be
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Summary of the Phasing-In of the New YCE, 1990-92

PRESENT
1989
SCHOOL
POPULATION

STUDENTS'
PROGRAMS:

Source: "Explaining the New VCE." Victorian Curriculum

and Assessment Board, 1989.

1989 | 1989 | 1989 |
STUDENTS STUDENTS STUDENTS
IN YEAR 10 IN YEAR ¢ IN YEAR 8

1990 YR 10 1990 YRY
199] YR 10

1990 | YEAR1] 1991 | YEAR 1) | 1992 { YEAR 1]

New VCE studies

in English,

Mathematics

and Australian New VCE studies New VCE studies

Studies (phase 1) (phase | and 2) (phase 1. 2 and 3)

with balance of

program

composed of

school-based

studies

1991 | YEAR 12 1992 l YEAR 12 1993 | YEAR 12

New VCE New VCE studies New VCE studies

studies phase | (phase 1,2 and 3) (phase 1.2 and 3}

and2) with -

balance of

program drawn

from current
VCE (HSC)

VCE (T12), VCE

(TOP) studies

199) [ 1991-1992 | 1992-1993 |
One year VCE Two-year VCE Two-year VCE
(New VCE
studies or
Composite -~ new
VCE and HSC,

T12 or TOP)

1991 | 1991.1992 | 1992-1993 |
Students’ Students’ programs Students’ programs
programs at must include four, must nclude four
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of English four units of four units of

Mathematicy/ Mathematics/
Scrence! Scrence!
Technology studies * Technoiogy studies

1991 [ 1991-1992 | 1992.1993 |
Equivalent of 16 semester 16 semester units
four Year 12 units including at Jeast
subjects {or including at least three units of
eight semester three units of English and at
units) including English least three pairs
fwo semester and at least three of semester 3-
wnits of English pairs of semester and 4-level units

3-and &-level
units
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® (of which two must
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Studies)

* {of which two must
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fully implemented—for the first major group of Year 12 students—with a final group of studies consisting
of languages other than English with small enrollments. The new (two-year) VCE—reflecting Year 11 as
well as Year 12 results—will be issued for the first time at the end of 1992 (actually dated early January
1993). It will reflect a single Victorian Centificate of Education/VCE program—no longer the HSC, T12,
or TOP emphases. (In 1990 a pilot program to test the administration of the new curriculum will be

conducted in 70 schools.)

Most students will complete 24 units over Years 11 and 12, although it is possible to do more or fewer
units, and to take more time to complete the certificate. A student's program of study must include 4 units
of English, 4 units of Arts/Humanities (including Australian Studies 1 and 2), and 4 units of
Mathematics/Science/Technology studies. The remaining units may be selected from any of the 44 studies,
preferably to satisfy career or higher educational objectives.

In Year 11, students will complete semesters (or units) 1 and 2 of the new studies, and in Year 12, they
will complete semesters 3 and 4. Each semester’s unit of study has work requirements. Units are graded by
the schools as "S" (satisfactory) or "N (not satisfactory). In addition, Year 12 students must complete a set
of common assessment tasks (CATs) for each pair of semesters 3- and 4-level units. Assessment of
semesters 3- and 4-level units will be based on externally-set tasks as well as work requirements (at least
one task will be done under test conditions for moderation purposes). CATs for each pair of units per study
are the same throughout Victoria at this level and include written tests, essays, practical folios, research
reports, and worked problems. Levels of achievement are graded A-E (E is the lowest level). No external

exams are given.

Certificates and Grading. Beginning in 1991, the following documents are to be included in the
"package” of VCE student certification:

The_Higher School Centificate/VCE signifies that the student has satisfied the requirements for the
award of the two-year VCE: at least 16 semester units—with "S" results—including 3 units of English and
three pairs of units at semesters 3- and 4-level (equivalent to three Year 12 subjects). The HSC will take the
same form as the current certificate and will not contain any results/grades (and therefore may not be of
much assistance to admissions officers who need to review qualitative results in secondary school
performance). The formal certificate/VCE will be issued in mid-December, normally through the school or
other institution in which the student is enrolled. (See example V-1.)

The Statement of Results provides a cumulative record of results (S or N) for all units undertaken and
indicates the year in which the results were obtained. It is issued at the end of each year of enrollment.
Upon completion of Year 12 and all requirements for the VCE, it also accompanies the VCE. The
Statement of Results will contain a statement regarding satisfactory completion of the VCE (if completed).
If a student repeats a unit, only the result obtained in the year of issue will be reported. (See example V-4.)

State Results: Uni 4 L evel provides a separate statement for gach two-
unit sequence of studies taken at the semesters 3and 4. It indicates results (S or N) for each unit and grades
and other assessments awarded for each of the CATs. Grades are as follows: A-E (E = low), corresponding to
the levels of performance defined by the VCE study design group. Where the level of performance does not
meet the criteria associated with the award of a grade A-E, the symbol of "UG" (ungraded) is recorded. Where
the CAT was not performed, the symbol of "NA" (not assessed) is recorded. Where consideration of
disadvantage has been granted for performance on a CAT, the level of performance is reported by means of a
starred symbol: A*-E*, UG®, or NA®.

This detailed description of work completed in each Year 12 subject—tasks, grades, and their
descriptors—may be more than many U.S. admissions officers need. See example V-5.

: qteme ades Obtained on Common Assessmen asK -
and 4 Level provides a cumulative record of grades on all CATs. Eligible Year 12 students will receive a
cumulative listing of the complete set of grades or other assessments for all CATs. (An example follows
this section—V-6.) Where a student repeats a sequence of 3- and 4-level units, only the results in the year of

issue will be reported.
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Old VCE with New VCE Subjects. For an example of reporting methods when an VCE/HSC student
takes the current (new) VCE English, see V-7 at the end of this section.

Matriculation Requirements

Through 1991, senior secondary students apply for postsecondary admission through the Victorian Terdary
Admissions Centre/VTAC (formerly the Victorian University Admissions Cente/VUAC). VTAC
calculates an admissions score based on the applicant's standardized marks in VCE(HSC) Group 1 subjects.
This score enables educational authorities to rank such applicants in order of merit. Generally applicants
who, at one sitting, pass four approved VCE(HSC) Group 1 subjects, including English, will satisfy basic
entrance requirements of the universities and colleges. Selection directly into a specific course depends on
completion of stated prerequisites, the number of places available, the number of students applying, and the
score calculated by VTAC. Not all VCE programs are approved as satisfying the entrance requirements of
the colleges and universities.

For tertiary selection beginning in 1990, VTAC will convert any CATs reported to letter grades so that
it can use them for standardization procedures in the same way that results in Group 1 subjects are used.
Arrangements for tertiary selection from 1992 are to be finalized by the end of 1989 or the beginning of
1990. Tertiary selection authorities in Australia have accepted the VCE as a basis for entry in 1992, that is,
for smdents currently in Year 10 and entering Year 12 in 1991. Grades from the new VCE studies and
assessment information from the current VCE will be combined to give these students an entry score.

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of ACSA.
Volume §, No. 1, March 1988. ,

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Educartion, Commonwealth Schools
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.

Pearson, Garry, Secretary, Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board/VCAB.

Studying for the VCE in 1989, VCAB.

VTAC Guide to Courses in Colleges and Universities 1989, Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre.

Victorian Certificate of Education 1987-1989: An Information Brochure for Employers, VCAB.

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board, 582 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004 (Tel. [03] 520 9555).
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< V-1: Beginning 1987. Sample of VCE certificate to

be awarded to all candidates who satisfactorily complete

their studies.

V-2: 1987-1991. Samples of statements of results A

and B for all VCE courses attempted.

PETER SLACY N

Res 00iamed SATISFACTORT BESULTS IR TWE FOLLOMING URITS o STUOY PREYIOUALY
ACCREDITED AS wSC COURSES BY vt VICTORIAR
ALGISTERED OV TWE YICTONIAN CUARICL™ ARD ASSESSMENT JOMD.

Lo~ RARCY OR Lo O STUDY
o
__L_J
> Oamsty 0 197 ?
<> EMGLISH L3 198 2
<« > MATHEMATILS & [ Lo 2
« > mAlwraltiCs 8 [ ney 2

1RSTITUTE OF SICOMOARY [OUCATION AND

[omer] e =

WS CANOIDATE WAS SATISFACTORILY COWLL
ACCORDARCL Mifw Ing RCOUIRIWERTS OF THE
BOMD 480 IS s CLIGIELL T0 aerive

TLO 4 TEAR 12 COASE OF STUDY IN
VICTONIAN CURIORUM AND ASSLSSMRT
we VICTORIAR CEATIFICATE OF CORXATION.

o O 8 !

P

Candidate number
10507V
EB Dats of asue
) 15 JAWuARY 1983
Churperson
- e |
Y/ b
e — —
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board VaAs
STATEMENT OF RESULTS A @
o Courtss Of Shudy WEKBAG T e gward of
o Virwnes Corntizme of Lsnaen
r n CAntOs 11
-, BACT e 020N
cinng came -
wonTROSt DD t—
o J e

%

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board

STATEMENT OF RESULTS A

9 COUnEs o Sy WEOWG 10 0w swerd of
" Ve Corvinow of Comenan

r 1 CARIOATE
L

LR
28 marTIn CLOSE
MELBQRRE 3004 [ [ R

L J

Kin AL

Masoolened SATISFACTORY RESULTS SN THE FOLLOJING UNITS OF STUOY putyviousLY
ACCREOITED AS MSC COUNSES Bt TWE VICTORIAR INSTLTUTE OF SICOROART CDUCATION
ARD GEGISTIRED St THE VICTORIAN CURNICULUM AXO ASSESSNCRT BOALD.

= RBACT On LseT OF U lnuall e R
—— T1ey teem t
<« > COmSTRY 0 1987 ?
« > ENGLISH 0 LY 2
¢ > RATKIMATICS & ° 1w 2

lé_ﬁ\_‘]\—é{:l's Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board

o

*  STATEMENT OF RERILTS 8
.
A

o CIRSES Of SRSV ey 19 PO wwrg o
e Vintwa Carshante of Enemsumn

r b |

., P, RACK
cIncLe comt

VCEIHSC) Group 1, satisfactory completion:
LR ALK

S T TICTORIAR CURRICULUN AND ASSISSNCRT BQeag,

AESULTS IR THE FRUCMING UNITS OF STUDY [adlddi s
WSC COURSES B Tnf VICTORIAS INSTITUTC OF STCOROMRY EOUCATION ANO

ucso WRACT OB et OF ROV l..ul
——

<> OumisTRY bd
LR - fn

¢ » mATW(MATICS & $)

< » MATR(MATICS 8 2
PRI 14 . L]

&

CamOnTe
v YORONY
[ L
monTROSE PPED e ——

e O el

DITLD A3
6131eRLD

S
S

[\
Ol
Prls Victorian Curricutum and Assessment Board

STATEMENT OF RESULTS 8

ov couress & sauny eEng 1 e swers o
e Viarun Covtesn o Samnaten

" ha
LA L

8 suRTIR CLOSE
gL eouRnt 3004

HSC) Group 1, uncompleted.. .. =

KIn SHITH

VCE(

ST THE VICTORIAN CURSICUAUN AKD ASSESSM(RT SOARD.

s cotamed  AESULTS IN T FOLLOMING UNITS OF STUDY PREYIOUSLY ACCREDLTED
&% WS¢ COURSES §7 Te{ YICTORIAR IBSTITYTE OF SLCOROARY COUCATION ARD GEGISTERED

m

13 ¢ WS SATISFACTORILY COMLETID & YIAR 12 comst o STUDY IR
ACZOROANCE WiTw Teg REQUINEWRIS OF THE vICTONIAR CURNICULIM ASD A3SESSAINT
SOMD ARD (S TS ELIGISLE TO RECEIVE ™ TICTORTAN CERTITICATE OF CDUCATION.

0 OF STATUIRENT

ERIC

PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

oo 1 SAACT OB et OF STUDY lml vaoo
Py

L3R4 nisTRY 42 17
€ ENGLISH " e’
« > RATM{WATICS A 9] 198
[ s s 0 1997
¢« >  PerSICS [}) 47

[ A

Meeimel Cves

~ Ra e P 0o

VICTORI A8 CIRTIFICATE O CuCATION.

THES CAROIDATC WAS WCT AT TW(S STAGL SATISFACTORILY COWLETED & vas 12
COURSE OF STUDY IR ACCORDARCT WITH Tw¢ aouingeeals & T YICTORIAS
CUNRICULUN ARD ASSESSMENT GOMOD ANO 1S TWUS KT CLIGIBLE TD aECEivE ™

RO OF STATEMENT

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




r

s S N S S N B B B D T BN B G T B s
2%
y

wAAdIUAl ¥ LUUCAUOI.

Page 50
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Secondary Education in Western Australia

Perceived shortcomings of the educational system in Western Australia have been: the norm-referenced
system of grading, describing students by assigning them to levels, little incentive for high achievers,
complexity of the senior secondary system, perceived differences between senior secondary subjects, and
tertiary admission dependence on external results instead of school assessments.

As a result of two major reports (spearheaded by the Beazley Committee and by Professor B. McGaw),
the Secondary Education Authority (SEA) was established in 1985 to carry out functions previously
performed by the Board of Secondary Education. Therefore, beginning in 1986, certificates of both lower and
senior secondary education are issued by SEA.

The first three years of secondary education in Western Australia are Years 8, 9, and 10, which typically
follow seven years of primary education. The lower secondary document, described in the 1983 WES
volume, listed results in all three years—38, 9, and 10. A new lower secondary credential, issued for the first
time in 1987, reports results of only Years 9 and 10, or the point of leaving (see below).

The new lower secondary credential was first issued in 1987. The new senior secondary credential,
which reflects recently adopted assessment and grading procedures, was first issued in 1986 (see below).

Lower Secondary Studies—Through Year 10

The 1983 volume reported that students took year-long courses in a "core,” "other assessed subjects,” and
"courses taken not subject to assessment.” Courses offered at that time and through 1988 were "year-long"
courses. Beginning in 1988, a curriculum of "unit" courses was introduced. The seven basic curriculum
components at the lower secondary level are: English, Languages, and Communication; Mathematics:

Science and Technology; Social Studies; Personal and Vocational Education; Physical Education; and
Practical and Creative Arts.

Through 1987, students could still select "year-long courses" that were available to those who studied
under the previous Achievement Certificate system. (Actually, if they began under that system they could
continue until completion, electing year-long courses also in 1988, or take courses under the newly-
developed "unit” structure). Year-long courses in lower secondary schools were either "accredited” or
“registered”. "Accredited courses™ at this level were those courses approved by SEA for which there were
statewide standards of student achievement: English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Science. "Registered
courses™ were those approved by SEA for which there was no statewide standard of achievement. The course
type—accredited (ACC) or registered (REG)—is indicated on the lower secondary credential awarded when
the student was under the "year-long” course curriculum.

Under the "year-long” course curriculum, students took at least one full-year course during the academic
year in each of the seven curriculum components. An accredited full-year course involved not less than 200
minutes per week for the full school year. A registered full-year course involved the equivalent of not less
than 80 minutes of study per week. Student achievement in year-long accredited courses was related to the
level at which the course objectives have been studied and assessed.

For English, Science, and Social Studies, there were three levels:

Level 1: (highest) 25

Level 2 50
Level 3 25

For Mathematics there were four levels: Level 1 (highest), Level 2 (a), Level 2 (b), and Level 3.
Approximately 25% of an age group qualifies for each of these levels.
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Beginning in 1987—The "Unit Curriculum” was introduced. This is a new curricular stucture in which
the seven basic curriculum components (see above) are divided into subject areas, which are further divided
into "units” that typically require about 40 hours of study to complete. For example: the basic component
"English, Languages, and Communication” is divided into subject areas like English, French, German,
Chinese. These subject areas are further divided into units: French I, II, II1, and IV, etc. Units are designed
with a "stage of development” in mind, and therefore, they are classified as stages—on a Stage 1 to Stage 6
continuum. (Example: Using French, French I would be Stage I, French II would be Stage II, and so on.)
Students normally progress sequentially through these stages. Units at the higher stages are {zr older, more
experienced and capable students.

Under the new unit curriculum, students may choose virtually any pattern of units. In government
schools they have to study at least 160 hours of English and mathematics per school year. Despite the
choices available, usually students in Years 9 and 10 are expected to have completed the following units in
each component:

«  English, Languages, and Communication—at least two stage 3 English units, preferably some stage 4
units. Students entering Year 11 English/English Literature should have achieved at least a grade of C
in one or more stage 5 English units. For English Literature, a grade of C in at least one stage 6 unit

is advisable.

« Mathematics—Act least two stage 3 units. For entrance into Year 11 Mathematics I, smdents must have
earned a C or better in two stage S units.

o  Personal and Vocational Education—various subjects.

« Physical Education—Many students will have studied at least six units by the time they have
completed compulsory education.

«  Practical and Creative Arts—various subjects.

«  Science and Technology—Units 1.1, 2.1, 3.1, and 4.1 are the foundation units in Science. Students
who have included these four units in their science, and who have studied at least six units by the end
of Year 10, may be considered to have the minimum background for everyday life. Some stage 6 units
are written as specific preparation for upper school Tertiary Entrance subjects.

«  Social Studies—The majority of students will have completed units up to and including stage 4 by the
end of Year 10. Students who have earned a C or better in three units from stages 4, 5, or 6 will have a
good grounding in Social Studies skills. Students with a C or better in related stage 5 or 6 units will
have the necessary skills and background to study the appropriate Year 11 Social Studies course.

To be certificated, a unit must carry SEA approval and must be taught and assessed in accordance with
SEA-approved course objectives and assessment procedures. Grades are awarded in accordance with SEA
guidelines. These procedures and guidelines help to ensure comparability of grades between schools.

Certificates and Grading

The last year the Achievement Certificate was awarded was 1986. Beginning in 1987, the centificate awarded
1o students who have completed even one lower secondary education course (year-long or unit from Year 9)
is the Certificate of Lower Secondary Studies (CLSS). The CLSS records all seven curriculum components
with the units completed under each. The year of completion is not included, since the completion of the
curriculum component is deemed more important than the exact timing of completion. The stage is also
recorded, as well as the grade earned. Assessments are criteria-based. The description of the grading system

is as follows:
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A Excellent achievement

B High achievement

C Sound achievement

D Limited achievement

F Inadequate achievement
NSG Not subject to grading

Units for which F grades are assigned are not shown on the CLSS.

For former "year-long” courses, the grading system was as follows. For accredited courses, within each
grade level, there were four grades: A, B, C, D. Each grade represented approximately a quarter of the
students statewide. An F grade represented the lowest two percent of the students who completed that
course. For registered courses, the grades teachers awarded were: A, B, C, D, F. They were awarded
according to the degree to which students achieved the objectives of the course. NSG is awarded when the
course studied is not subject to grading.

For examples of the CLSS see the end of this section on Western Ausrralia. Note that new
arrangements for the certification of lower secondary smdies may be introduced with full implementation of
the unit curriculum in 1988.

Upper Secondary Studies—Years 11 and 12

Program of Swdy. Students who are in Years 11 and 12 study year-long courses selected from 150 (in
1989) "accredited” courses and a range of "registered” courses approved by the SEA.

Accredited (ACC) courses require moderation of achievement standards—a process which ensures
comparability of grades among different schools. All accredited courses involve not less than 200 minutes
of study per week for the full school year, and eamn the student six credit points towards secondary
graduation where the student has achieved a grade of D or better. (Credit points are not indicated on school
records.)

Registered (REG) courses are school specific. The SEA does not moderate assessment in these courses.
They are intended to provide schools with the flexibility to meet local needs. Results in registered courses
do not count towards secondary graduation.

Most fulltime students study at least six courses in Year 11 and six in Year 12. To qualify for
Secondary Graduation a swdent must achieve the following: 60 credit points in 10 accredited full-year
courses in Years 11 and 12; at least 18 of these 60 credit points in Year 12 courses; grade of D or better in
Year 12 English. Swdents in approved TAFE courses can earn credit points towards graduation.

Students planning on tertiary entrance must select from 28 courses that form a subset of Year 12
accredited courses, known as Tertiary Entrance Score Subjects (TESS). These courses contribute to a
student’s Tertiary Entrance Score. (See "University Marriculation” below.)

Certificate Awarded. The centificate awarded upon completion of at least one course is still the
Centificate of Secondary Education (CSE). Since only one course need be completed, this certificate may be
regarded as a single subject certificate. However, if the student has qualified for "secondary graduation,” a
statement to that effect will be included on the centificate. If the student has not satisfied the minimum
requirements for secondary graduation, the number of credit points eamed is shown at the bottom of the
certificate.

Courses are listed by year of completion, with information as to whether they are accredited or
registered. Where "PRV" is listed in the "Type” column, it means that the student was a private candidate
for the Tertiary Entrance Examination for that subject. Such a candidate does not have a school assessment
component to contribute o his/her final scaled mark for the subject.
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The results shown on the CSE are grades based on school assessments. For Teriary Entrance Score
Subjects (TESS) only, a combined school assessment and Tertiary Entrance Examination (TEE) mark is
shown in the column headed "Final Mark (TESS).” Awards to students may also be listed on CSE,
indicating honours or distinction in the subject area of study. This is an indication of the academic
excellence of the student (see the sample CSE at the end of this section on Western Australia.)

Grading. Grading in SEA courses is criteria-based and follows a statewide distribution:

Approximately the top 20% of students in course;
Approximately the next 20%

Approximately the next 30%

Approximately the next 20%

Approximately the remaining 10%.

ToOw>»

Formerly, there were ten grades of achievement: 1 (top 10% of students in the subject); 2 (next 20%); 3
(next 20%), down to 10 (bottom 10% of students in the subject). These percentages refer to all students in
Western Australia taking the course, not just to those at the student’s school.

For TES subjects, one of the following will appear in the column headed "Final Mark (TESS)":

i. A mark out of 100, which is a 50:50 combination of the TEE result and the scaled, moderated school
assessment. The combined mark is scaled using the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT).
ii. NEC—Enrolled but not an examination candidate;
iii. DNS—Entered for, but not sit, the examination.

The address of the Secondary Education Authority has not changed: PO Box 55, Nedlands, Western
Australia 6008.

Matriculation Requirements

Entrance to tertiary institutions is based on the Tertiary Entrance Score (TES) which is a weighted average
of scores in a student's best three, four, or five TES subjects, including one subject from each: List 1
(Humanities and Social Sciences) and List 2 (Quantitative and Science Subjects). Students must sit for
external examinations in these courses in order to obtain a TES. Ten percent of the student's ASAT score
is also included. The maximum TES is 510. In addition, the student must also have satisfied the

requirements for secondary graduation and English competence.

A very brief summary of admissions requirements in Western Australia follows. Candidates who meet
basic requirements are ranked and selected into the course (major) or their choice:

- Curtin University of Technology (formerly Western Australian Institute of Technology): Secondary
graduation; a specified minimum TES for the area of study; satisfactory performance in Year 12 subjects;
and at least 50 in TESS English.

. Murdoch University: Secondary graduation; at least 50 in TES subject; minimum C average in 6
subjects studied as part of Yr. 12 program; and a qualifying TES.

« University of Western Australia-

- Secondary graduation;

- Achieve in one year a minimum C average with no more than one fail grade, in the 6 subjects taken
in Yr. 12, at least 5 of the subjects being ACC Yr. 12 subjects, the sixth subject may be a Yr. 11
or 12 REG or ACC course;
At least 3 TES subjects—at least 1 from arts and 1 from sciences and maths.
. Scaled score of at least 50 in TESS English or English Literature.
Satisfactory standard in prerequisite subjects.
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* Western Australian College of Advanced Education: Secon

dary graduation; adequate perfonnance.in
English; six subjects in Year 12; and a qualifying TES.

Sources

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Cer.
Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988, . :
McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools

Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985.
Ministry of Education, Educarion as Work, August 1988.

Offer, J. A., Education Officer (Research), Secondary Education Authority, Western Australia [Letter].
Various brochures and pamphlets from the Secondary Education Authority.

tficates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns—Newsletter of ACSA.
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TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION/TAFE

The 1983 volume described the six-stream system used to classify TAFE courses in Australia. This
system was introduced in 1974 by the Australian Committee on Technical and Further Education.
Subsequent to 1982, a new system of national classification for TAFE streams and courses was approved by
the Australian Education Council (AEC). (AEC consists of the ministers of education in the states and
territories.) This revised system has been adopted by the Australian Conference of TAFE Directors for

national use. .

The AEC also agreed on nationwide nomenclature for TAFE educational awards and established a fixed
relationship between classification stream categories and the name of the award to be granted. "Certificate”
is the award for courses in steams 2000, 3100, and 3200. "Advanced Centificate” is the award granted for
courses in stream 3300. "Associate Diploma” is the award for courses in streams 3400 and 3500, and
"Diploma” for courses in stream 3600. Courses in streams 1000 and 4000 are not considered tertiary, and
therefore are not put forward for registration with TAFE authorities. A "Statement of Attainment” or
*Endorsement” may be issued for courses in stream 4000.

A stream is a category of TAFE courses having a common vocational or educational purpose. Four
major categories of streams are used to describe the overall provision of TAFE courses. These major
categories are subdivided into sub-categories or minor streams which provide for more detailed analysis.
Each major and minor stream has a number for reference purposes. The structure of major and minor
streams is as follows:

Sgeam  1000: Courses for recreation, leisure, and personal enrichment
Stream  2000: Courses for entry to employment or further education.
2100: Basic education and basic employment.
2200: Educational preparation.
Stream  3000: Inital vocational courses.
3100: Operatives.
3200: Skilled.

3210: Courses for recognized trades:
3211: Courses which grant partial exemption in recognized trade courses.
3212: Complete trade courses.

3220: Other skills courses:
3221: Courses which grant partial exemption in other skills courses.

3222: Complete other skills courses.

3300: Lower middle level: Trade technician/trade supervisory/or equivalent
3400: Upper middle level: Paraprofessional/technician.
3500: Upper middle level: Paraprofessional/higher technician.
3600: Upper middle level: Professional.
Steam  4000: Courses subsequent to an initial vocational course.
4100: At an operative level.
4200: At a skilled level.
4300: At a trade technician/trade supervisory/or equivalent level.
4400: At a paraprofessional/technician level.
4500: At a paraprofessional/higher technician level or higher.

Source: Guidelines for the National Registration of Awards. The Australian Council on Tertiary Awards,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1989.
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TERTIARY EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA

Developments at the Tertiary Level: 1981-1990

In the past decade, an increasing amount of attention has been given by the Commonwezlth government
the development of greater efficiency, accountability, and the relationship between the educational sector and
commerce and industry. Since 1982, there have been a number of amalgamations of tertiary institutions that
occurred largely as a result of federal insistence to promote greater efficiency and use of resources.
Additionally there has been the establishment—actual or anticipated—of a few private postsecondary
institutions recognized by state/federal authorities. Interest/enroliment in these institutions has not been

significant to date.

In 1982, the Commonwealth government was encouraging the small colleges of advanced
education/CAEs with a teaching mission to use resources more efficiendy and to create stronger academic
programs. In effect, the government was urging the CAEs to incorporate/amalgamate with multi-purpose,
already-existing CAESs, or 1o integrate their programs into the academic curriculum of neighboring
universities. An example of a resulting amalgamation is the one that occurred in December 1982 between
Melbourne State College and the Institute for Early Childhood Development. Effective January 1983, these
two institutions became the Melbourne College of Advanced Education, offering a variety of teacher

education programs.

In the late 1980s the federal govemnment pressed for even greater efficiency and beaer use of resources.
Governmental policy behind most of the recent developments is the White Paper adopted around August
1988. This official statement of government policy was originally issued in 1987 by Mr. John Dawkins,
Minister for Employment, Education, and Training. The problems needing resolution, as envisioned by Mr.
Dawkins in 1987, were as follows:

«  Australia was mrailing other countries (e.g., USA and Canada) in the annual output of terdary graduates.
«  Graduates making up the labor force were only 60% of the corresponding levels in North America and

Japan.

«  There was a lack of participation in education of people from financially disadvantaged backgrounds,

including those from rural and isolated areas and Aboriginals.

The White Paper that was adopted, which incorporated Mr. Dawkins' vision, stipulated a Unified
National System (UNS) of higher education, that would remove the "binary system" which funded
universities at a higher level than the CAEs; upgrade external studies; and improve the links—the credit
transfer arrangements—particularly between TAFE and higher education. (Originally, the CAEs were not
supposed to have a research function. This is the single largest cause for concern in the new funding
arrangements from the universities' point of view.) Under the unified system, institutions are to increase
coordination in areas such as the transfer of credit and unnecessary course duplication. All higher educaton
institutions are invited to participate in UNS, provided they meet stated criteria. It is in their best interest 1o
do so, since the allocation of resources is linked to participation in UNS.

In this unified system, there will be fewer, larger, more cost-effective institutions which will offer
students more choices. Institudons have to meet cerain established EFTSU (Equivalent Fullime Student
Unit Load) requirements. Instimutions below the enrollment proposed for their chosen range of teaching or
research need either to increase intakes or establish formal arrangements with another institution. Most
arrangements have taken the form of amalgamation; however others involve association, sponsorship, or
affiliation. Some Australians believe that the push towards a unified national system is because the
Commonwealth government wants to deal with a smaller number of institutions, and therefore, is

encouraging amalgamations.

Government funding will continue on a triennial basis. Operating grants will be determined for each
year on the basis of agreed-upon teriary educational profiles. In short, the government intends to link the

allocation of funds to output and performance.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Grant Harmon of the University of New England states that "all higher educatonal instimutions were
invited to participate in the unified system provided they met stated criteria. The proposed changes are
effective from 1989—but, to date, real differences have not been great.” (Letter dated 8 March 1989.)
However, by April 1990, "the introducson of the Unified National System has besn the greatest change in
higher education in the last quarter of a cenmury.” (Letter from R. Taylor, University of Western Sydney.)
By 1991 there will have been approximately 27 amalgamations or other armangements formed involving 76
institutions. "Appendix A: Postsecondary Institutions in Australia” in the 1985 WES volume listed all
postsecondary institutions the author was able to identify and their official recognition. Updates and
addidons o that list (amalgamations, sponsorships, associations, affiliations, name changes) follow these
inroductory pages regarding developments within the tertiary sector. See "Updated Instimtional Listings.*
The list does not include institutions already listed in the 1983 volume, unless they have besn amalgamated
or coordinated in some way with another institution(s). Appendix A in the 1983 volume, used in
conjunction with the list at the end of this update section, provides the most reliable information regarding
recognized tertiary instimutions in Austalia,

Regarding the recognition that will be granted to private insttutions (e.g., Bond University), it appears
that, so long as the national system is consulted, there is no opposition to newly established private
institutions, provided they do not attempt to seek federal funding and tax exemption. There is considerable
opposition to making private students eligible for assistance monies from the Australian government.
Where there is a unilateral decision by a state government to create universities, it is felt that such action
would destabilize existing institutions. (This information from G. Harmon and 1. Faimie updates the 1983
volume which reported that "an instituton cannot call itself a 'university’ or 'college of advanced education’
unless it is officially designated as such by public authorities.”)

Definition of academic year. Normally, at the tertiary level, the academic year begzins in the last wesk
of February and ends with the examination period in November. The academic year normally consists of
two or three teaching terms for a total of 26-30 weeks, with the exception of the Australian National
University/ANU, which operates on different schedules depending on the faculty. Most Australian
universities are now on a semester system of 13-15 weseks.

The Australian Council on Awards in Advanced Educanion/ACAAE. In January 1985, the Australian
Council on Tertiary Awards (ACTA) was esuablished. ACTA tock over the work of the ACAAE in October

1985—pmmoung.con'sisxency throughout Australia in the nomenclature used for tertiary awards and their

commiges will advise the Australian Education Council on various issues; it will consist of a chairperson
and two other representatives of state, territory, and Commonwealth education ministers; a representative of
the Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee (AVCC); the Australian Committes of Directors and
Principals in Advanced Education; the Australian Conference of TAFE Directors; the National Training
Board; and the National Board of Employment, Education, and Training. The secretariat will be located in
Melbourne.

Grading. The Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committes (AVCC) has not recommended uniformity in

grading; however, it has suggested comparability of grades across Australia. The basic systems in Australia
will probably be letter grades (A, B, C, and so forth), numeric decile grades, or terms such as High
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instead of a GPA. As of this update, the details on computing SWAs are not available. According to Mr.
Fairnie an SWA of 65.4 indicates a better than average student, at least at Curtin University.

Ausmalian universities in New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory have apparently agreed
1o the following grading scale, although the implementation date is not certain. Accordingly, it is not clear
to what extent this model is being followed:

Abbrev. Name % Range finiti
HD High Distinction 85-100 Top 5% (at U. Sydney, top 2%)
D Distinction 75- 84 Next 10%
C Credit 65- 74 Next 20%
P Pass 50- 64 Next 30%

Questions frequently arise with regard to converting Australian grades to U.S. grades. It is very difficult
and often disadvantageous to convert or equate overseas grades to U.S. grades, and unwise to compute from
them a grade point average w define a student’s progress or rank him with other students for admission,
scholarships, and other purposes. However, since admissions officers and evaluators are required to do so at
some institutions and by some faculties, the following information may help with regard to interpreting

Australian grades.

While there are differences in terminology, most Australian institutions use a 4-point grading system
with four clear grades of pass: High Distinction/HD, Distinction/D, Crediv/C, Pass/P; or A, B, C, D. Some
use a 3-point scale: Distinction/D, Credit/C, Pass/P; or A, B, C. In addition, most use two other grades:
Conceded Pass/CP and Terminating Pass/TP; the laner does not usually allow a swdent to do higher level
courses in the subject area. (Among Australian universities, the University of Queensland is the exception.
It uses a scale of 1 [lowest] to 7 [highest]. A grade of "3" is required to pass in some subjects; however 10 .
do advanced study in a subject, a 4 is usually required. So, even in Queensland, the scheme includes four
clear grades of pass: 7, 6, 5, 4; and the grade of 3, which does not usually allow study in the subject at the

higher level.)

Unlike the U.S., where there is a passing grade that indicates unsatisfactory work—the "D"—, in
Australia the concept of a passing, but unsatisfactory grade does not exist. The closest parallel would be
grades of Conceded Pass/CP or Terminating Pass/TP. At many institutions, no more than one CP/TP is
allowed to count towards degres requirements.

Perhaps there are underlying general practices/grading principles that exist in both countries that might
provide us with a basis for comparison. For example, in Australian subjects, very few students earn grades
in the category of "Distinction,” fewer still, grades of "High Distinction.” In the U.S., few students
typically earn grades of A, in comparison with those eaming grades of B and C. Also, in both countries,
usually only a few students eam failing grades.

In the U.S., fewer stdents usually eam D's than eamn C's and B's. Probably most of the grades earned
in a subject in the U.S. are in the C range; the next largest number are usually B grades. In Australia, most
students earn marks entitling them to a "Pass” grade (50-64); and the next largest number earn marks
entitling them to a "Credit" (65-74). While it's difficult to generalize, for admission to graduate programs in
Austalia, students need at least a Credit average. Students with averages below this (for example, "pass”
averages) would be looked at very carefully; some but not all might be admitted. Similarly, it's difficult to
generalize with regard to U.S. practices. However, for admission to most U.S. graduate programs, students
usually need at least a B average, cenainly in their last two years of study.
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to the Diploma of Tertiary Studies. It is expected that such
school leavers, who have not made a definite career choice

generalist nawre with a vocationa] component, as well as those who are leaving higher education because
their needs are not being met by existing programs.
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Statistical reports concamed with grade achievements have no

insttutions in Austalia, However, the following charts pro
dam:

t been prepared routinely by postsecondary
vide some useful, albeit limited, statistcal

A. University of New South

Wales: Distribution of results for all fulltime Students in selected third-year
business courses, 1988.

High
Distincion  Distinction Credit Pass
Subiect (#Eqr) 85:100% 75-84% 65-74% 20-62 40299 029
Fin. 3A (96) 0% 6% 28% 61% 3% 2%
Fin. 3B (80) 3% 9% 30% 32% 23% 3%
Micro 3 (80) 0% 1% 16% - 70% 15% 0%
Macro 3 (90) 0% 5% 33% 51% 6% 5%
Source: Letter from Max Schroeder, Academic Registrar, UNSW, April 1989.
B. Macquarie University: Distribution of Pass Results Awarded, 1981-86.
Grades ' A B c .
Percentages 13-14% 30-32% 53-57%

Source:  Letter to Registrars, F.S.

Hambly, Secretary, Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Commites
September 1987.

’

C. University of Quesnsland: Recommended Distribution for Pass Grades--% of Candidateg

Grades HD/7 D/6 C/s P/4 Pe or P-f3

Percentages 5-7% 13-16% 27-32% 3540% 0-5%

Source:  Ses B. above.

The underlying principles and limited statistics provided above suggest the following comparisons:

1. The rarely given Australian grades of High Distinction and Distinction might be considered comparable
1o U.S. grades of A.

Most Australian grades of Credit (or equivalent) mi

Most Australian grades of Pass (or equivalent) mi

Diploma of Tertiary Swdies. As of August of 1988, there was a proposal to introduce a course to Jead

a course would particularly attract Year 12
and who will be attracted to a course of a
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If adopted, the duration of the course will be the equivalent of three years fulltime—two years of
coursework and one year of work experience. The objective of the first year is to provide a broadly based
education in three fields of study: science and technology, business and vocational studies, and social science
and humanities. In the second and third year, specialist studies will be undertaken in one of the three fields
of study, in conjunction with supervised and structured work experience culminating in a final-year project
related to the smdent's stdies and employment. (Source: A Higher Education Plan for Victoria 1989-1991,

Victorian Post Secondary Education Commission, August 1988.)

Graduate Certificate. This award, sometimes referred to as a "GradCen,” was approved by the
Australian Education Council in June 1988. It is designed for specific vocational purposes, to broaden or
develop professional knowledge and skills either already gained in an undergraduate program or in a new
area. Examples are Graduate Certficate in Information Technology after a Bachelor of Engineering, or
Graduate Certificate in Management following a degree in a field other than Business. At minimum, the
GradCert requires 1/2 year of fulltime study or its equivalent. (Source: Higher Education—a poiicy
statement, Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1988.)

The Commonwealth Department of Employment, Education, and Training/DEET oversess the
provision of education at all levels in Australia. Formerly this agency was the Commonwealth Department

of Education.

Law Studies at the Postgraduate Level. The following programs are offered by the various institutions
listed. All require the first degree in law except where indicated. m@mmw_emm—omdmp in
International Law, Public Law (9 mos.), Master of International Law, Public Law (12 mos., first degree in
law preferred for admission). Universitv of Mefbourne—Master of Law/LLM (2 yrs). Monash Universitv—
Dip of Law in Family Law, International and Comparative Law, and Taxation Law (1 yr, available to those
with non-law first degres), LLM (1 yr). University of Oueensland—LIM (1 yr). Universitv of Svdnev—
Dip in Criminology, Labour Relations, and Law and Jurisprudence (1 yr), LLM (1 yr). University of
Tasmania—Dip in Welfare Law (1 yr), Master of Legal Studies in Welfare Law (2 yTS).

Admission to Postsecondary Imnstitutions

See "Marriculation Requirements” in each state's preceding section on secondary education for general
information on admission to each state's/territory's universities and CAEs. The Australian Short Selection
English Test (SST) is a language-scresning exam for overseas students applying for government-funded
study places in Australian educational institutions. The test covers the ability to understand spoken English,
written English, and to use acceptable English in written expression. Students who have obtained a TOEFL
score of 550 or better are exempt from the SST. The program will be phased out beginning in January

1990.

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Examination (ASAT). In 1986, the formerly three-hour ASAT was
expanded to include a two-hour writing task. In 1987, the writing task was altered to 2-1/2 hours for a total
examination period of 5-1/2 hours. The ASAT implemented in 1987 comprises two 90-minute testing
sessions, each covering S0 multiple choice questions, for a wtal of 100 questions. Additionally there is a 2-
1/2 hour writing period, during which the candidate is expected to produce an extended piece of prose
writing, based on a "stimulus piece”—usually a newspaper or magazine article.

The test is administered twice, during the second week of September and the first week in October.
Students need to sit for the earlier session if they intend to qualify for a Tertiary Entrance Statement.
Students out of the county on these dates may sit for the exam at the Australian Embassy nearest their

location.
ASAT scores do not appear on any of the senior secondary cenificates. However, students may obtain

their individual ASAT scores from their secondary college or from the Accreditation Section of the ACT
Schools Authority after the issue of the Tertiary Entrance Statement.
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The ASAT is used as a moderating and/or scaling device in the ACT, Queensland, and Westem

-

Austalia to compu:s the tertiary enmrance score utilized for postsecondary admission.

International English Language Testing ServicellELTS. In Austalia and the United Kingdom
authorities have developed a new tes of English proficiency called International English Language Testing
Service/IELTS, which is designed to rival and evenwally supplant TOEFL in the UK and Australia (and
perhaps New Zealand and Canada). IELTS has been administered since the beginning of 1990 in Austalia

English Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students/ELICOS. ELICOS colleges are a recent
development in Auszalia, established at multitudinous sites to mest the extremely large demand for English
study by overseas students. Similar to many commercial language training schools in the U.S.. these

colleges are proprietary, and funded by overseas students who are able to Pay full fees in order 1o attend
them. .

Tertiary Documents of Special Interest

The documents provided on the next few pages are interesting for the following reasons:

1. The University of New South Wales document represents completion of a four-year fulltime program

2. On the Monash University transcript, the "DISC 13 APL" notation may be confusing to U.S.

evaluators. It means "DISContinued 13 APriL"

beginning in 1980. (The unit System at Sydney--illustrated by this document.-is valid only for the
Economics Faculty. Unit definitions vary from faculty to faculty, as does the definidon of a unit. See
"Courses and Subjects” under "Tertiary Education” in the 1983 volume.)

The question which arises upon review of the Curtin University of Technology record concems the
"Bachelor of Ants” notation following the title "Award.” This notation does not state that the award was

granted, rather it identifies the program/award in which the stdent was enrolled. Itis not a statement of
compledon. If the student eamed the award, it would appear within the body of the document.

and another which indicates only satisfactory work.
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UPDATED INSTITUTIONAL LISTINGS

This list contains only additions or corrections to Appendix A: Postsecondary Institutions in Australia in
the 1983 volume. For comprehensive information on all postsecondary instittions, users will also need the
WES volume.

As of June 1990, the process of creating a total Unified National System is almost but not quite
complete. Consequently there will probably be additional arrangements that will develop within the tertiary
sector. To understand the extent and complexity of what has happened so far, it may help to recognize that
there have recently been at least 27 amalgamations involving at least 76 institutions throughout Australia.

Armidale College of Advanced Education. Effective 7/17/89, amalgamated with the University of
New England.

Australian Business Academy, Brisbane, Queensland. See "Lorraine Martin, The."

Australian Business Colleges. The Australian Business Education Council/ABEC is a new non-
profit company initially established to take over the examinations of the Institute of Business
Administration, and to award the Diploma of Business Administration. Principally it serves as a
consortium to offer Australian tertiary business courses overseas, including in the United States.

Colleges generally referred to as the "Australian business colleges” or "ABEC colleges” offer courses for
students to prepare for the ABEC exams. Upon completion of a specific exam within a course, students
receive an ABEC centificate (formerly a certificate from the Institute of Business Administration) which
indicates that they have "passed the subject leading to the award of the Diploma of Business
Administration”. (This notation does not mean they actually have eamed the diploma.) Upon completion
of all exams, they receive the diploma-of the school (for courses completed), and the ABEC diploma
(signifying completion of all course requirements). Officials report that the Higher School Certificate or
its equivalent is typically required for admission to ABEC courses/colleges, and that it is not uncommon
for overseas candidates to also have postsecondary qualifications at the time of admission.

The business colleges report that qualifications of their faculties include: academic experience in subject
area; bachelor's, sometimes master's degrees; teaching qualifications (DipEd); and work experience.

Traditionally, some of these colleges taught shorthand, typing, and traditional office/secretarial skills—at
the TAFE-type level—to Year 10 School Leavers. It appears that the schools have been trying to
upgrade their courses and obtain recognition overseas for their programs. At this time, there is no
evidence that qualifications from the ABEC colleges are recognized by Australian universites.

The following non-profit ABEC-federated colleges offer courses to prepare students for ABEC exams and
its Diploma of Business Administration, as well as membership in the Institute of Business
Administration:

Williams Business College, No. 1 James Place, North Sydney, New South Wales 2060. Six branches
in Sydney. Established in 1894. Tel: (02) 957 5588. FAX: (02) 957 5325.

Prides Business College, 75a Grenfell Street, Adelaide, South Australia. Tel: (08) 223 1585. Two or
three branches in operation. :

Holmes Commercial College, 270 Flinders Street, Melboumne, Victoria. Tel: (03) 63 1181. Two or
three branches in operation.

Australian Business College, 111 St. George's Tce., Perth, Western Australia. Tel: (09) 321 6051.
Two or three branches in operation.

Metropolitan Business College, address unknown, Canberra, ACT. One campus.
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(Source: Daniel Kelch, Principal, North Sydney Campus-Williams Business College, No 1 James Place,
North Sydney, New South Wales 2060.)

Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education. Name may also be established as
"Australian Catholic University.” This institution, as of 1991, will incorporate: Catholic College of
Education (New South Wales), Institute of Catholic Education (Victoria), McAuley College
(Queensland), and Signadou College (ACT).

Australian Catholic University. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.”

Australian College of Physical Education. Each Austalian university and CAE makes its own
decision about whether to recognize this college’s courses.

Australian Defence Forces Academy, University College, Northcott Drive, Canberra, ACT 2600,
Australia. This institution, proposed at the time of the 1983 volume, is an amalgamation of the three
former service colleges which existed at that time. It is now the center for tertiary education for the
Armed Services. It operates on a new campus and has the status of "university college” of the University
of New South Wales/lUNSW, which is responsible for conducting courses of study towards the BA, BSc,
and BEng, and providing opportunities for graduate stydy and research leading to higher degrees. Degrees
are awarded by the UNSW.

Australian Management College, Mt. Eliza, Victoria. This was a private college, scheduled to have
been amalgamated in 1989 with Monash University.

Australian Maritime College. From mid-1990, this institution will become part of the University of
Tasmania.

Australian William B. Simon University of Sydney. A private university scheduled for
establishment under NSW legislation to commence late 1990 or 1991. To offer graduate business
management programs leading to the MBA and Ph.D.

Ballarat University College, PO Box 663, Ballarat, Victoria 3350. Established mid-1990 in.
association with the University of Melbourne. Formerly Ballarat College of Advanced Education.

Bendigo College of Advanced Education. Effective mid-1990, will amalgamate with La Trobe
University.

Bond University, Private Bag 10, Gold Coast Mail Centre, Queensland, 4217, Australia. Tel.: (natl)
075 92 0411, (int') +61 75 92 0411, (FAX) 075 39 8447. Established in April 1987, by an act of the
govt. of Queensland as a non-profit, private univ. (Australia’s first); founded by Bond Corp., a large int'l
Australian company, and EIE Development Co., Ltd., a substantial Japanese company with interests in
electronics, computers, and education. Member: Association of Commonwealth Universities. Enrolled
first students May 1989; planned eventual size: 10,000. Calendar: 3 sems of 14 wks each. A 3-yr ord.
bachelor's degree will require a min. of 6 FT sems.

Founding schools (and majors offered): Business and Law (acct., econ., fin., hotel & travel mgmt.,
mktg., produc.); Humanities and Social Sciences (Asian & Pacific studs., Austr. swds., communic.
studs., Engl. studs., European studs.); Information and Computing Science (artif. intell., appl. math.
systems, appl. stats., communic. networks, comput. design & software design, info. & mgmt. tech.,
qual. & project mgmt.); Science and Technology (biotech. & plant biotech., environ. tech. & mgmt.,
matls. sci. & tech., med. sci. & tech., molecular sci. & tech.).

Degrees offered: (in 1989) bachelor's and honours degrees in arts, commerce, and science; graduate
degrees to doctoral level in arts, science, and business.

Sam Rayner, former registrar at the University of Queensland, states that Bond, "was recognized as a
university and empowered to grant degrees by an Act of the Queensland Parliament in April, 1987. This
[step) may not have been strictly necessary; but there had been earlier legislation to control the award of
degrees in [Queensland).” In response to the following question, "Will Bond University be recognized by
the other universities in Australia in terms of degree, transfer credit equivalencies, and credit validation?,”
G. Harmon from the University of New England reports: "It appears that Bond University will be
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recognised by other universities as it has been established both under the companies law and legislation
passed by the Queensland parliament. We anticipate that credit transfer, etc. will not be a problem.” (8
March 1989.) F.S. Hambly, Executive Director of the Australian Vice-Chancsllors’ Committee/AVCC
writes: "It is Bond's publicly stated intention to satisfy the AVCC criteria for university staws, that;
. . .there must be breadth and depth in course offerings: awards must meet national and international
standards and satisfy the criteria prescribed by professional associations for recognition; and staffing,
equipment and library resources must be of a standard to meet these objectives.’ "

According 1o officials from Bond University (at NAFSA 1990 in Portland), enrollments have been
lower than anticipated.

Brisbane College of Advanced Education: Carseldine, Kedron Park, and Kelvin Grove
campuses. Effective mid-1990, will amalgamate with Queensland University of Technology.

Brisbane College of Advanced Education: Mt. Gravatt campus. Effective 1/1/90,
amalgamated with Griffith University.

Bunbury Institute of Advanced Education. This institution, which enrolled its first students in
1986, is a campus of the Western Australian College of Advanced Education (CAE).

Canberra College of Advanced Education. From January 1, 1990 became University of Canberra
(sponsored by Monash University). ‘

Canberra Institute of the Arts. It is planned that from January 1, 1991, this institution will become
part of Australian National University. -

Capricornia Institute of Advanced Education (updated address): Bruce Highway and Yappoon
Road, Rockhampton, Queensiand 4700, Australia. Effective 1/1/90 became University College of
Central Queensland. See "University College of Central Queensland.”

Catholic College of Education Sydney. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.”
For a period of time the constituent campuses were also designated as: Mount Saint Mary Campus,
Strathfield; Castle Hill Campus; and MacKillop Campus, North Sydney.

Charles Sturt University/CSU. Formed in 1989; consists of CSU Mitchell (formerly Mitchell
CAE), CSU Riverina (formerly Wagga Wagga campus of Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher
Education), and CSU Murray (formerly Albury campus of Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher
Educadgon). CSU has an association with the University of New South Wales.

Chisholm Institute of Technology. Effective 7/1/90, will amalgamate with Monash University.

City Arts Institute of the NSW Institute of the Arts. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the
University of New South Wales.

Cumberland College of Health Sciences. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of
Sydney.

Curtin University of Technology. Owing 0 Western Australian legislative action passed in
December 1986, the Western Australian Institute of Technology (WAIT) became Cuntin University of
Technology effective January 1, 1987. Curtin has been accepted for membership in the Australian Vice-
Chancellors’ Committee, and is recognized as a university except by the federal government for funding
purposes.

Curtin is the sixth largest higher education institution in the country, enrolling approximately 15,500
students. It has undergraduate exchange programs with the following U.S. institutions: U. Mlinois—
Urbana and Champaign; Southern Ilinois University; Illinois State University; Iowa State University;
University of Colorado. Graduate and faculty exchanges have been negotiated in very specialized research
fields with Florida State University, University of Texas/Houston; and the University of Wisconsin.
Curtin University has a branch office in the U.S.: Two Appletree Square—Suite 144, 8011 34th Avenue
South, Minneapolis, MN 55425; Tel: (612) 854-5800 or (800) 245-2575.

86



Terdary Education in Australia
Page 75

A proposed branch at the Yanchep Sun City campus did not materialize. However, Curtin does have
arrangements with a private institution in Perth where Curtin's B.Bus. degree in Accounting is offered.

For all purposes, the awards are Curtin awards.
Grading. To comply with the Australian Vice-Chancellor's Committee (AVCC) proposed

recommendation that there be uniform grading across the universities, Curtin University converts its

decile grading system as follows:

8.9 = High Distinction

7 = Distinction .

6 = Credit '

5 = Pass

PA = Pass (no higher grade available)

PX = Pass (after suppl. exam)

PC = Conceded pass :

X = Oustanding supplementary. At the time of transcript preparation, stdent has not
taken supplementary examination.

w = Withdrawn

Pending = Result not available.

As of June 1990, Curtin reports percentile grades on transcripts of academic record. However, in the
future, it plans to adopt the nationwide standard to report lezter grades such as HD, D, C, and P. Curtn,
like some other universities in Australia, reports a "semester weighted average/SWA," instead of a GPA.
An SWA of 65.4 is "better than (that earned by) an average student.” (1. Fairnie, 6/12/90.]

Two types of honours bachelor's degrees have been awarded by Curtin beginning in 1988:

 Type (A) where it is an additional year beyond a 3-year pass degree, with a good Pass degree required
for invitation;

« Type (B) where the honours program runs concurrently with the normal pass degree of four years or
more in that discipline.

All associate diplomas, diplomas, bachelor pass degrees, graduate/postgraduate diplomas, and master’s
may be granted with distinction—a performance (quality) award. The honours bachelor's degree is not
given with distinction; rather it is classified as follows:

First Class Honours
Upper Second Class Honours
Lower Second Class Honours
Third Class Honours

Generally, selection to Honours is such that Third Class Honours is generally not contemplated. The
Ph.D., available since 1988, is not classified.

Credit points continue to be a measure of workload. A credit point represents one-half hour of work per
week, including formal classroom work and individual study. A fulltime load ranges from 80 to 100
credit points per semester, or 160 to 200 credit points per year, with 180 being most common.
Generally a student should have 480-600 to obtain a three-year pass degree. Six credit points equal one
semester hour of credit in the United States. Beginning in 1981, the university hopes to move to a
uniform system of credit points in all semesters with 100 points in each. (Source: A. O. de Sousa,
Academic Registrar, Curtin University.)

Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education. Effective 1/1/90, became University College of
Southern Queensland. See "University College of Southern Queensland.”

Darwin Institute of Technology and the University College of Darwin amalgamated to form the
University College of the Northern Territory which in 1989 evolved into the Northern Territory

University.
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Footscray Institute of Technology. From mid-1990 Footscray will become part of Victoria
University of Technology.

Gatton Agricultural College, Queensiand. Became Queensland Agricultural College (see enmry in
1983 volume). Amalgamated with University of Queensland effective January 1, 1990.

Gippsland Institute of Advanced Education. In mid-1990, will affiliate with Monash University.

Gold Coast College of Advanced Education, Queensland. Author was unable to find information
on this institution. Since it was formally designated as a "college of advanced education” and, in January
1990 was amalgamated into Griffith University, there is no reason to doubt that the college was an
approved institution within the public sector. See "Griffith University,”

Hawkesbury Agricultural College. Amalgamated with Nepean CAE to form the University of
Western Sydney, effective January 1, 1989.

Hawthorn Institute of Education. In mid-1990, will amalgamate with the University of Melboumne.
Holmes Commercial College. See "Australian Business Colleges.”

Hunter Institute of Higher Education. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of
Newcastle. .

Institute of Catholic Education. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.” Previously
a State College of Victoria campus. Did not merge into Victoria College as did other SCV campuses.
Instead, remains an independent higher educational institution separate from Victoria College.

Institute of Early Childhood Education. Amalgamated to form Melboume College of Advanc;zd
Education.

Institute of Early Childhood Studies of Sydney College of Advanced Education.
Amalgamated January 1, 1990, with Macquarie University.

Institute of Technical and Adult Teacher Education, Sydney CAE. Effective January 1,
1990, amalgamated with the University of Technology, Sydney.

James Cook University of North Queensland (updated address): PO, James Cook University,
Townsville, Queensland, 4811, Australia,

Kuring-gai College of Advanced Education. From January 1, 1990, it will become part of the
University of Technology, Sydney.

La Trobe University. From mid-1990, will include Bendigo CAE, Phillip Institute of Technology,
Wodonga ITE, and Swinburne Institute of Technology.

Lorraine Martin Australian Business Academy. Ses "Lormraine Martin, The."
Lorraine Martin English Language Centre. See "Lorraine Martin, The."

Lorraine Martin, The. 7th Floor, 138 Albert Street, Brisbane, Queensland, 4000. Tel.: (07) 221 7266;
Fax: (07) 229 6654. Provides instruction under auspices of two different institutions: Australian
Business Academy and Queensland English Language Centre. Queensland English Language Centre has
five levels of fulltime ELICOS English language courses. Students progress from one level to the next
as fast as their expertise allows, and then study business subjects at the Australian Business
Academy/ABA. Programs offered by the ABA include Marketing and Management, Travel, Tourism, and
Hospitality. See information elsewhere in this section under "English Language Intensive Courses for
Overseas Students/ELICOS" and "Australian Business Colleges.” At this time, there is no evidence that

qualifications from The Lorraine Mantin are recognized by Australian universities.

88



Tertiary Educadon in Australia
Page 77

MacArthur Institute of Higher Education. Now University of Western Sydney, Macarthur, PO
Box 555, Campbelltown, NSW 2560. Tel.: 046 203 100. Enroliment 1990: 5,000; Faculty 300;
Library: 100,000 vols. Effective 1/1/89, together with Hawkesbury Agricultural College and Nepean
CAE, formed University of Western Sydney.

McAuley College. (Updated address) S3 Prospect Rd., Mitchelton, Queensland 4053, Australia. See
" Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.”

Melbourne College of Advanced Education. Melbourne State College (MSC) and the Institute of
Early Childhood Development (TECD) were two of thirty institutions designated by the federal
government for amalgamation in 1981 (see "Developments at the Tertiary Level: 1981-19897). Lengthy
discussions culminated in the actual amalgamation of MSC and IECD effective January 1, 1983. Both
institutions were affiliated colleges within the State College of Victoria.

The amalgamation produced an educational institution capable of meeting many of the needs of
practicing teachers for formal award-bearing courses (including Master's degrees) and for in-service
courses. There are thres metropolitan campuses (Carlton, Kew, and Abbotsford) and an outdoor education
center at Noojee. Amalgamated with the University of Melbourne effective January 1, 1989.

Melbourne State College. Amalgamated to form Melbourne College of Advanced Education (see
above).

Mitchell College of Advanced Education. See "Charles Sturt University.”

Murray Institute. Now Charles Sturt University, Murray. Formerly the Albury Wodonga campus of
Riverina CAE, briefly the Riverina Murray Institute of Higher Education.

Nepean College of Advanced Education. As of January 1, 1989, amalgamated with Hawkesbury
Agricultural College and Macarthur Institute of Higher Education to help form the University of Western
Sydney.

New South Wales Institute of the Arts. Two campuses—City Art Institute (formerly part of
Sydney CAE) and Sydney College of the Arts (formerly a separate institution). Disbanded January 1,
1990—City Art Institute became part of the University of New South Wales, and Sydney College of the
Arts became part of the University of Sydney.

New South Wales Institute of Technology. In 1988, became the University of Technology,
Sydney.

New South Wales State Conservatorium of Music. Newcastle Branch—effective 1/1/90,
amalgamated with the University of Newcastle; Sydnev Branch—effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the
University of Sydney.

Northern Rivers College of Advanced Education. Effective 7/17/89, amalgamated with the
University of New England.

Northern Territory Upiversity, PO Box 40146, Casuarina, Northern Territory 0811. Tel: (089) 46
6666. FAX: (089) 27 0612. Telex: DACOL AA8523S. Established January 1, 1989, as a result of
merging the Darwin Institute of Technology and the University College of the Northem Territory (there
is evidence that Darwin Institute of Technology had already been merged into the University College of
the Northern Territory. See also "University College of the Northern Territory.")

Divisions—Faculties of Arts, Business, Education, Science; Myilly Point Campus (degrees at this

campus* will be awarded by the University of Queensland, endorsed to show that they were obtained
through enroliment at the Northern Territory University).
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Programs offered—degrees (B.A.[Psych, Welfare Studies, Journalism, Applied Soc. Science, Fine An),
B.A. [Hons], B.Ec.*, B.Ed., L.L.B.*, B.Sc.*, B.Sc. (Hons]®, M.A..* M.Sc.*, Ph.D.*); diplomas
(Nursing, Teaching), Grad Diplomas (Applied Psych., Applied Social Research, Education); associate
diplomas (designed to provide advanced standing at the Canberra CAE); first year of B.Engineering
program at Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education; technician, other associate diplomas
(Ceramics, Child Care Studies, Theatre Arts, Fashion Technology, Library Practice, Music Teaching),
and higher centificate courses.

Notre Dame, University of. See "University of Notre Dame.”

Orange Agricultural College. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with University of New En‘gland.
Phillip Institute of Technology. Effective mid- 1990, will amalgamate with La Trobe University.
Prides Business College. See "Australian Business Colleges.”

Queensland Agricultural College. The zip code should be 4345 (not 4343, as listed in the 1983
volume). Amalgamated with the University of Queensland effective January 1, 1989 or 1950.

Queensland Conservatorium of Music. From mid-1990 will be part of the Queensland University
of Technology. The city of mailing address should be Brisbane, North Quay, not simply North Quay.

Queensland English Language Centre, Brisbane, Queensland. See "Lorraine Martin, The.”

Queensland Institute of Technology. Effective January 1, 1989, became Queensland University of
Technology.

Queensland University of Technology. Established January 1, 1989. From mid-1990 will
incorporate Brisbane CAE (Kedron Park, Kelvin Grove, and Caseldine campuses) and Queensland

Conservatorium of Music. Formerly the Queensland Institute of Technology. The zip code should be
4001 (not 4000, as listed in the 1983 volume).

Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher Education. PO Box 588, Wagga Wagga, New South Wales,
2650. This institution was an amaigamation of an institution in Victoria (Murray) with one in New
South Wales (Riverina CAE). It received federal approval. Enrollment (1988): 6500. Faculty (1988):
310. Library: 180,000 vols. In 1989 formed the Charles Sturt University (see entry for that instimtion).

Roseworthy Agrigultural College. Effective 1991, proposed amalgamation with the University of
Adelaide.

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT). Likely to become a university of
technology. See "Victoria University of Technology.”

St. George Institute of Education (of Sydney CAE). Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the
University of New South Wales.

Signadou College of Education. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.”

South Australian College(s) of Advanced Education/SACAE. This is the 1990 proposed plan
for the various campuses of SACAE: SACAE (Sturt campus) will become part of Flinders University;
SACAE (Magill, Salisbury, Underdale campuses) will become part of South Australian Institute of
Technology; and SACAE (city campus) will become part of University of Adelaide.

South Australian Institute of Technology/SAIT. The South Australian government so far has
not agreed to change the status of SAIT to university level.

Swinburne Institute of Technology/ Swinburne Ltd. POB 218, Hawthom, Victoria 3122. Tel:
819-8911. Estab. 1908. Present name adopted 1982. Two divisions—Swinburne Institute of
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Technology (enrollment: 6001; faculty: 297); and Swinburne College of TAFE (enrollment: 4408;
faculty: 154). Library: 203,000 vols. From mid-1990 will become part of La Trobe University.

Sydney College of the Arts of the NSW Institute of the Arts. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated
with the University of Sydney.

Sydney College of Chiropractic. Scheduled for amalgamation with Macquarie University in 1991.

Sydney Institute of Education (including the Institute of Nursing Studies and the
Guild Centre of Sydney CAE). Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of Sydney.

TAFE (Technical and Further Education) colleges. The following TAFE colleges provide
advanced (higher) education courses (this is not an inclusive list): In New South Wales—Argyle College
of TAFE, Bathurst College of TAFE, Hamilton College of TAFE, Kurri Kurri College of TAFE, Ryde
College of TAFE, Sydney Technical College, Wollongong College of TAFE; Queensland—Kangaroo
Point College of TAFE, Mackay College of TAFE, Queensland College of Art, Technical
Correspondence School, Townsville College of TAFE; Northern Territorv—Batchelor College. (Others
may also offer advanced/higher education courses. See also the section of this monograph on Technical
and Further Education, and the institutional list in the 1983 WES volume.)

Tasman University. In 1987, this non-profit making, private institution announced plans for students
in Melbourne and Auckland to study courses. As of March 1990, there has been no further information
regarding this institution which apparently has foundered.

Tasmania(n) State Institute of Technology. POB 1214, Launceston, Tasmania 7250. Tel: 003 26
0201. Established 1968. Enrollment: 2756. Faculty: 175. Library: 112,000 vols. From mid-1990
scheduled to become part of the University of Tasmania.

University College of Central Queensland, Rockhampton, Queensland, 4001. From January 1,
1990, Capricomnia Institute of Advanced Education was renamed; research and graduate work will be
sponsored by the University of Queensland.

University College of Southern Queensland, Post Office Darling Heights, Toowoomba,
Queensiand, 4350. From January 1, 1990, Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education was renamed;
research and graduate work will be sponsored by the University of Queensland.

University College of Darwin and the Darwin Institute of Technology amalgamated to form the
University College of the Northern Territory.

University College of the Northern Territory, GPO Box 1341, Darwin, Northe.n Territory 5794,
Aust. Tel: 089 462211. Formed in late 1985 by the amalgamation of Darwin Institute of Technology
and the University College of Darwin. Began teaching in February 1987. Made arrangements with the
University of Queensland to follow its curriculum at least until 1991. Undil then, University of
Queensland monitors teaching and assessment, and awards degrees endorsed to show they were obtained
through enrollment at the University College. 1986 enrollment statistics:

FT PT  Ext.

Men 27 64 5
Women 44 154 15
Total 71 218 20

In 1989, became the Northern Termitory University. (See listing for that institution.)

University of Canberra, PO Box 1, Belconnen, Australian Capital Territory, 2616. Formerly Canberra
College of Advanced Education. As of January 1, 1990 became University of Canberra, under the

sponsorship of Monash University.
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University of Melbourne. Amalgamated with the Melbourne CAE effective January 1, 1989. From
mid-1990 will also incorporate (amalgamate with) the Victorian College of Pharmacy, Hawthom
Institute of Education, Victorian College of the Arts, and Victorian College of Agriculture and
Horticulture. Also has an association with Ballarat CAE.

University of Notre Dame, Australia. May be opened in 1992 as a new private university in

Australia. It will be established under Western Australian legislation and plans to offer a full range of
courses.

University of Technology, Sydney, PO Box 123, Broadway, New South Wales, 2007. Formerly
known as the NSW Institute of Technology. See 1983 WES volume for information on the NSW

Institute of Technology. Will amalgamate with Kuring-gai CAE and the Technical Studies Section of
Sydney CAE which is to be disbanded.

University of Western Sydney, PO Box 1000, St. Marys, New South Wales, 2007. Established
January 1, 1989, as a federated network university of three members: Hawkesbury Agricultural College,
Macarthur Institute of Higher Education, and Nepean CAE. (Briefly considered for establishment as
"Chifley University College.”) This university stands alone; but has a formal academic relationship with

the University of Sydney until 1994. Two campuses: Campbelltown and Milperra. Enroliment (1988):
2200. Faculty: 112. Library: 80,000 vols.

Victoria College. Current discussions center on the possibility of the Burwood, Rusden, and Toorak
campuses becoming part of Monash University or Deakin University.

Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture, PO Box 317, East Melbourne, Victoria
3002, Aust Tel: 03 651-7011. Recognized and approved by the state government. Established: 1983.
Enrollment: 10,000. Faculty: 125. Library: 43,000 vols. Offers programs leading to TAFE certificates
and awards, and to associate degrees and bachelor's degrees. In mid-1990, will amalgamate with
University of Melbourne. See "University of Melbourne.”

Victorian College of the Arts. In mid-1990, will amalgamate with the University of Melbourne.
Victorian College of Pharmacy. In mid-1990, will amalgamate with the University of Melbourne.

Victoria University of Technology. A new university. From mid-1990 will comprise Footscray

Institute of Technology, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, and Western Institute of
Technology.

Warrnambool Institute of Advanced Education. In mid-1990, amalgamated with Deakin
University.

Western Australian International College is registered by the Overseas Student Office as a center

that teaches preparatory English courses to overseas students. It does not offer courses at the tertiary
level.

Western Institute [of Technology], PO Box 315, St. Albans, Victoria 3021, Aust Tel: 365 2111.
Established: 1987. From mid-1990, will be part of Victoria University of Technology. Admission:
satisfactory completion of a Year 12 course of study approved by VCAB or a specific Year 12 program
approved for entry. Or, satisfactory completion of a TAFE certificate, or the first year of an Advanced

Certificate, or Post-Year 11 Associate Diploma program. Programs in: Applied Sciences, Arts,
Business, Computing, Nursing.

Williams Business College. See "Australian Business Colleges.”

Wodonga Institute of Tertiary Education, Box 963, Wodonga, Victoria 3690. Tel: (060) 56 1122,

Esuablished 1988. Recognized and approved by the state government. From mid-1990 will amalgamate
with La Trobe University.
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Yanchep Sun City branch of the Curtin University of Technology. The proposal for this branch did not
materialize.

Sources:

deSousa. A. O., Academic Registrar, Curtin University of Technology, GPO Box U 1987, Perth, Western
Australia 6001 [Leter]. '

Fairnie, lan, Director, North American Office, Curtin University, Two Appletree Square, Suite 144, 8011
34th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55425 [Commentary]. .

Guidelines for the National Registration of Awards. The Australian Council on Tertiary Awards, Australian
Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1989.

Hambly, F. S., Executive Director, Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee, GPO Box 1142, Canberra,

ACT 2601 [Letter].
Harmon, Grant, Professor and Head of the Department of Administrative and Higher Education Studies, The

University of New England, Armidale, New South Wales 2351 [Letter].
Latimer, Rosemary, Executive Officer, Policy, Victorian Post-Secondary Education Commission, PO Box

346, Hawthom, Victoria 3211 [Letter].
Porter, Douglas, Secretary and Registrar, University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Queensland 4067 [Leuer].
Taylor, Ross, Academic Registrar, University of Westemn Sydney, Macarthur, New South Wales 2560

[Letter).
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND QUALIFICATIONS

The information that follows includes additions and corrections to the list of Australian professional boards
and associations which appeared the 1983 volume in Chapter 6: Other Professional Preparation and

Qualifications.
Australian Business Education Council Ltd. (See "Australian Business Colleges” in the preceding section.)

Australian Institute of Expont (Victorian Division), Industry House, 370 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne,
Australia 3004.

Institute of Business Administration, 16 Atchison Street, St Leonards, New South Wales 2065. Tel: (02)
439 1561. Holders of the ABEC Diploma of Business Administration qualify for membership.

Institute of Diesel Engineers of Australia. (No information to date.)

Library Association of America. Correction to p. 175 of the previous WES volume. Entry under
"Membership Level” column should be "Associate” not "Member”,

Caroline Aldrich-Langen

Office of Admissions and Records
California State University, Chico
Chico, CA 95929-0720
September, 1990
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