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ABSTRACT

This "Profile'" offers a snapshot of state assessment
systems by describing some of their fundamental characteristics. Its
focus is on what individual states are doing in terms$ of developing
their own standards and assessments and how they report these
results. Two pages of information are presented for each state (but
not for the District of Columbia or territories). Data for the first
page are from the annual survey of the Council of Chief State School
Officers and the North Central Regional Educational Laboratory. Data
for the second page come from individual states' assessment or
accountability reports and reflect selected reporting practices.
Forty-five states have statewide assessment systems. Thirty-eight
states have at least one to three different components of testing,
and seven states have four or more components. Testing is most
frequent in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, science, and
social studies. All states that have a state assessment system test
in mathematics, and 39 states test in reading. Six states use only a
norm-referenced test, while most of the remaining states use one or a
combination of norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and writing
sample tests. Twenty—six states with an assessment system use the
results for student accountability purposes, and assessment results
are used for school accountability in 40 states. Twenty-three states
report that their assessments are currently aligned to their
standards, and 21 states report that they are in the process of being
aligned. Appendixes present state-level reading and mathematics
achievement data, survey items, a glossary and technical notes, and a
list of 11 additional resources. (Contains 45 state tables and 95
state graphs.) (SLD)
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' NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL
Z\ﬁj/\ June 18, 1996

Dear Colleague:

I am pleased to provide you with the National Education Goals Panel’s Profile of
1994-95 State Assessment Systems and Reported Results. The Profile is a snapshot of where
state assessment programs are today. It describes, without prejudice, the subjects and grades
that are being tested and the purpose of the various assessments, and describes selected
reporting practices. Therefore, the Profile is not only a user’s guide on state assessment
systems, but also presents an argument for commonality and practical solutions.

The National Education Summit, earlier this year, provided a splendid opportunity to
place our states and our nation on the path toward solid, comparable, standards-based, and
internationally-benchmarked assessments of student achievement in core academic subjects.
Without such assessments, standards don’t do much. Real progress hinges not just on
knowing where we would like to be, but more importantly, knowing where we are relative to
our destination. We need assessments that offer such information.

The challenge facing each of us in our states is to determine if our standards are high
enough and if our assessments are measuring the knowledge and skills children truly need to
succeed. Setting low standards may produce high test scores, but it will not adequately
prepare our students or attract businesses to our state.

Within the next few years states and communities will be developing and revising
academic standards and systems of assessing student attainment. As they work to meet those
challenges, the National Education Goals Panel will encourage them to develop and revise
assessments that align with those standards, and to report their results in a clear and
meaningful way to all interested parties -- parents, employers, and policymakers -- so they
know how their students, schools, and school districts are doing.

The Panel further encourages states to voluntarily participate in internationally
benchmarked assessments, such as the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP),
that can provide information on the quality of standards and comparison on the performance
of its students against students in other states and from around the world.

It is my hope that the Profile of 1994-95 State Assessment Systems and Reported
Results will spark additional dialogue in our continuing efforts to re-establish American

superiority in the classroom.

Sincerely,

John Engler
Governor of Michigan, and
Chair, National Education Goals Panel

1255 — 22nd Street, N.W., Suite 502  Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 632-0952 FAX (202) 632-0957



