DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 398 035 RC 020 691

AUTHOR Upitis, Rena

TITLE No Strings Attached: Personalizing Mathematics.

PUB DATE 95

NOTE 27p.; In: Exzperience and the Curriculum; see RC 020
678.

PUB TYPE Reports — Descriptive (141) -- Viewpoints
(Opinion/Position Papers, Essays, etc.) (120)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC02 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS College Students; Discovery Learning; *Experiential

Learning; Foreign Countries; Higher Education;
*Independent Study; *Mathematics Education; Personal
Narratives; *Preservice Teacher Education; Relevance
(Education); *Student Attitudes; *Student Projects;
Student Responsibility

IDENTIFIERS Student Engagement

ABSTRACT

In this chapter, a college teacher describes the use
of personal projects in a class on mathematics teaching for
preservice teacher—education students. The personal project required
students to learn something new or to do something they had never
done before, and to document their learning thicugh a journal or
other reflective record. In addition, students were asked to discover
the role of mathematics in their project, although math was not to be
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evaluation; all students were given an "A.'" Students chose a wide
variety of projects, although many involved artistic expression or
handicrafts. Journal excerpts present student reactions at various
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allowed the choice of what to learn, to fear of the open—ended nature
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their own math abilities. For preservice teachers, thinking about
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