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ABSTRACT

This final report summarizes fincings of the First
Decade Project, which examined factors related t> the successful
transition from school to adult life for youth with disabilities.
Subjects were two cohorts of graduates from 1985 and 1990, including
all special education graduates (N=488) and randomly selected
nondisabled graduates (N=610) from three school districts. A full 5
years of data on employment, income, portsecondary schooling, marital
status, and living arrangement were collected on 299 special
education students and 315 nondisabled students. Additionally,
in—depth case studies were conducted on 26 graduates from the 1985
cohort. Majnr findings included: (1) males with learning disabilities
were employ d at almost the same rate, and in as well-paying jobs, as
the nondisabled males; (2) females with learning disabilities were
parenting at twice the rate of nondisabled females and many were
single mothers on welfare; and (3) nondisabled subjects attended and
graduated from college programs at a significantly higher rate than
any sub-group of graduates with disabilities, who tended to attend
vocational and other non-college postsecondary programs. The bulk of
the document consists of appendixes providing additional project
detail or products. These include: questionnaires, cohort summaries
by disability, summaries by school district, a sample case study, and
published and unpublished reports detailing the study's findings and
methodology. (DB)
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First Decade After Graduation

Executive Summary
December 1995

The major goals of the First Decade Project were: 1) to determine factors related to the
successful transition from school to adult life for youth with disabilities and 2) to make

recommendations for improving the secondary special education programs and adult
services.

""he subjects were two cohorts of graduates from 1985 and 1990, including all special
education graduates (N = 488) and a group of randomly selected non disabled
graduates (N= 610) from three school districts in the Pacific Northwest. Five years of
data were collected (Final N's were 299 for the special education group and 315 for the
non disabled group). These data included information on employment, income, post-
secondary schooling, marital status, and living arrangement.

In addition, 26 graduates from the 1985 cohort were the subijects for in-depth case
studies which consisted of face-to-face interviews with the subjects and with other
critical people in their lives, as well as an extensive review of records.

* Although the non disabled group had higher employment rates than the entire grbup
of special education graduates, males with learning disabilities were employed at
almost the same rate, and in as well paying jobs, as the non disabled males.

* Females with learning disabilities were parenting at twice the rate than were non
disabled females, and many of the females with learning disabilities were single
mothers on welfare.

*The nor: disabled graduates attended and graduated from college programs at a
significantly higher rate than any sub group of graduates with disabilities. Spedial
education youth tended to attend vocational and other non college post-secondary

education programs while the majority of non disabled graduated attended 4 year
colleges.

We were unable to note any variables that affected the quality of the lives of the
graduates other than the negative effects of single parenting on females.

* Future studies need to focus on the direct connection of high school programs and
graduate outcomes.

* School districts might want to collect follow-up data on their graduates (and drop
outs) in order to reflect on their program and rnake changes that relate to the type of
students they serve and the specific issues in their community. Large scale follow-up
studies conducted by third party evaluators probably have little to offer practitioners.
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Final Report

I. Introduction and Purpose

Over the past twelve years the field of special education has been interested in the post-
school status of special education graduates. In addition to the general interest of how
graduates were doing as young adults, the field has been interested in finding clues that
could be used to improve secondary programs, the transition services currently offered
to special education youth as they graduate from high school and move into adulthood,
and how best to support these youth as young adults in the community. The First
Decade Project proposed to study two groups of special education graduates in both a
quantitative manner and a yualitative manner. The quantitative data was to yield
information on the common post-school status indicators (employment, graduation
from college, living arrangement, marital status) for youth out of school for 10 years.
The qualitative section was to provide information on factors related to successful
transition to adulthood for these youth.

II. Goals and Objectives

The two overall goals of the First Decade Project were: 1) to determine how variables
such as special education classification, socioeconomic status, and personal factors
interact during the first 10 years after graduation and impact post-school outcome
status markers, and 2) to suggest ways the key variables could be manipulated in
secondary school programs, or by human services agencies, to significantly increase the
likelihood of a special education graduate making a successful transition to an adult
occupation andu lifestyle.

From these goals, five research questions were generated.

1. Can we isolate variables that differentiate between successful and unsuccessful
graduates?

1.1 Do graduates with different disabilities experience differential post-school outcomes
during the first 10 years after graduation from high school?

1.2 Are there any differences by gender in post-school outcomes within disability
category over 10 years post high school graduation?

1.3 Are there differences in post-school outcomes, within disability group, and within
the total group, due to socioeconomic status of the graduate's family?

1.4 Is there an interaction effect of gender and SES, within disability category that is a
significant predictor of post-school outcome?
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1.5 Are there differences in the life experiences of successful and unsuccessful special
education graduates?

2. Can patterns of successful and unsuccessful adjustment be determined?

3.0 Are the post-school outcomes of the graduate's sibling different from outcomes of
special education graduates?

4.0 Wh» is the most reliable informant for reporting the post-school outcomes of high
school graduates?

5.0 What measures of socioeconomic status is most sensitive in predicting post-school
outcomes?

In order to answer the above research questions a series of 11 objectives were
developed.

1. Interview the 1985 cohort over 5 years.

2. Interview the 1990 cohort over 5 years.

3. Conduct case studies of successful and unsuccessful graduates.
4. Conduct informant agreement analysis.

5. Conduct sibling analysis.

6. Conduct event analysis.

7. Conduct SES analysis.

8. Conduct gender analysis.

9. Perform STELLA analysis.

10. Conduct outcome by disabilities analysis.

11. Determine recommendations for secondary education and hunian services
programs.
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III. Results
Objectives

1. Interview the 1985 cohort over 5 years.

This data set consisted of all the special education graduates from three school districts
(original N=283) and a random sample of non disabled graduates from the same school
districts (original N=349). Computer-assisted telephone interviews with the graduate's
parent or the graduate were conducted yearly (January through March). In Year 5 the
contact rate was 54% for the special education cohort and 44% for the non disabled
cohort. See Appendix 1 for the interview protocol. See Appendix 2 for the data
summaries for year 5. Yearly summaries of these data were provided to the special
education directors of the three districts. See Appendix 3 for a sample summary.

2. Interview the 1990 cohort over 5 years.

This data set consisted of all the special education graduates from three school districts
(original N=205) and a random sample of non disabled graduates from the same school
districts (original N=261). Computer assisted telephone interviews with the graduate's
parent or the graduate were conducted yearly (January through March). The Year 5
contact rate was 72% for the special education cohort and 62% for the non disabled
cohort. See Appendix 4 for the data summaries for year 5.

3. Conduct case studies of successful and unsuccessful graduates.

Twenty-six (26) graduates were selected for in-depth case studies. The selection process
consisted of reviewing individual cases from the 1985 cohort during year 3 of the study
and trying to find successful (employed and/or attending college) and unsuccessful
(not employed nor attending college) cases. Only youth with the labels of learning
disabled, mildly mentally retarded, or seriously behaviorally disorder were included in
the analysis. Upon selection the principal investigator contacted the potential subjec’' by
telephone and explained the study to them, including a $100.00 honorarium for
participation. If the subject was interested in participating a data collector contacted
them, arranged for a face-to-face meeting, explained the study once again, and obtained
formal informed consent to begin the study. Overall 35 subjects were contacted in order
to obtain t!ie 26 participants. The data collectors conducted at least three formal
interviews of the subjects using a standard protocol, and determined other key
individuals to interview (parents, friends, former teachers, employers, etc.). Consent
was obtained from the subject and the other individuals interviewed. Also, the data
collectors identified records (school transcripts, social services agency, police records)
that should be reviewed, and obtained subject consent to access these records. During
years 3 and 4 four data collectors conducted this portion of the study. Meetings
between the principal investigator, the co-principal investigator and the data collectors
occurred every three weeks during this time frame. At these meetings data were
discussed, new leads were determined, and there were discussions as to maintaining
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consistency between the data collectors. During the latter portion of year 4 these
meetings were used to develop codes for the data (all transcripts were entered into
Ethnograph, a computer software for coding ethnographic data). The final case studies
of the 26 subjects were developed at the end of year 4 and the beginning of year 5.
These case studies were than analyzed during year 5 to determine trends among the
successful and unsuccessful subjects.

This portion of the study experienced numerous problems. The determination of
success and failure proved to be an elusive category, changing over time and seldom
remaining stable for any one subject. The data analysis portion of this phase was
severely rimited by this factor. See Appendix 5 for a sample case study.

4. Conduct inf t analysi

During year 1 of the study the graduates were contacted and interviewed after the
primary informant had been interviewed. The interview of the graduate was identical
to the interview completed by the primary informant. When discrepancies were noted
between the responses provided by the graduate and the primary informant, the
graduate was re-contacted and was told of the discrepancy and asked to explain the
discrepancy. These data were than analyzed using Cohen's Kappa statistic. The results
of this study were pubhshed in Exceptional Children in an article entitled "An Analysis
of Respondent Agreement in Follow-up Studies of Graduates of Special and Regular
Education Programs” (see Appendix 6).

Graduates are by far the most accurate informant of their post-school status. Parents
tend to have accurate information on general information (employment, marital status,
attendance of college programs), but are much less well informed as to specifics (salary
level, benefits, progress in school,. This finding becomes more of a critical factor as the
youth matures, with parents of older subjects being less well informed than parents of
more recent graduates. Parents of graduates with more severe disabilities (mental
retardation) are more informed than parents of non disabled youth and youth with
learning disabilities). Future follow-up studies need to use this finding to obtain the
most accurate information on graduates.

5. Conduct sibli Iysi

During the second year of the study data were collected on the siblings of the subjects
who did not have a disability and were high school graduates. These data were
obtained from the primary informants. Data have been analyzed on the siblings of the
non disabled and learning disabled graduates. The other categories of graduates did
not have enough sibling data to conduct an analysis. This study is currently being
written for submission to a journzl. The general findings are that there are no
significant differences in the post school status of the non disabled siblings and their
disabled siblings except for attendance in college programs, with the non disabled
siblings attending at a higher rate than disabled siblings. We were surprised with these
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data but believe this is an indication of how well learning disabled graduates are doing
as young adults.

6. Conduct event analysis.

Data were analyzed in an event analysis t ut missing data from subjects proved to be so
great an accurate analysis was not possible. Unfortunately we were unable to complete
this analysis.

7, Conduct SES analysis.

During year 1 of the study the informants were requested to provide us with the family
income data for the year the subject graduated from high school and to provide
information on the number of individuals living in the household at that time. We also
requested information on the employment status and name of the job of the mother and
father (if living in the home) and the educational levels of the mother and father. These
data were used to generate Hollingshead scores for each subject as well as Duncan
Status ratings and to determine if the family was above or below the poverty level.
These data were then used to determine if there were SES differences in the graduates
by type of post school status. There were a high number of subjects with missing data
as many informants chose not to share these data. When we conducted our analysis we
noted that the available data were weighted in favor of the higher SES families with few
families being in the lower SES ranges. We suspect this finding is due to the missing
data (including the missing subjects from the overall data set). We were unable to find
SES differences by post-school status outcome measures. However, we believe that

finding is an artifact of our data collection rather than a finding of no impact of family
SES.

8. Conduct gender analysis.

At the end of the second year of the study we analyzed the data for the youth with no
disabilities, those with mild levels of retardation and those with learning disabilities to
determine if there were outcome differences by gender. These findings were reported
in the journal Exceptional Children under the title "An Analysis by Gender of Long-
term Postschool Outcomes for Youth with and without Disabilities” (see Appendix 7).
The findings of this study were that there were few significant differences by gender,
but there were many significant differences between disability categories.

At the end of the study a similar analysis was perto» med and gender differences were
noted, with females with learning disabilities doing much poorer than males with
learning disabilities. On further analysis this difference seemed to be due to the high
rate of parenting (much of it single parenting) among the women with learning

disabilities. This paper is in the final stages of being submitted for publication (see
Appendix 8).
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STELLA, Structural Thinking Experimental Learning Laboratory Analysis, is a
modeling program for research in the natural and social sciences that operates on the
principals of system dynamics. The interactions of variables targeted in the qualitative
study were to be used in connection with the outcome variables to determine

relationships. The lack of specific variables found in the qualitative study negated the
use of this analysis.

10, Cond by disabiliti lysi

All data have been analyzed by disability category. The low number of subjects in
categories other than Learning Disabilities and non disabled graduated made standard
analysis impossible. The data on graduates with learning disabilities and no disabilities
has been analyzed (Appendix 8). An analysis of graduates with mental retardation is
being conducted as part of a doctoral dissertation by Pat Brown. Data from youth with
sensor y impairments, physical disabilities, heaith impairments, and serious behavior
disorders were included in the analysis of youth who had attended post-secondary

education programs which is part of a dissertation by Steve Nourse and which an article
is forthcoming.

The basic findings are that graduates with sensory impairments, physical disabilities,
health impairments, and learning disabilities are doing comparatively as well as
graduates without disabilities on employment and income measures. All special
education youth attend and graduate from post-secondary education programs at
significantly lower rates than their non disabled peers. Graduates with mental
retardation do less well than their non disabled peers on all measures.

ine recommen i i i
programs.,

There are fewer than anticipated recommendations from this study due to cur inability
to analyze the case study data. We do, however, have five major recommendations.

1. Future post-school follow-up studies need to focus on the correlation between high
school program, student demographic characteristics, adult human services, and
achieved outcomes. Without a detailed analysis of such factors, future studies will not

advance the knowledge of the field. Ethnographic designs are probably called for in the
future.

2. The most effective use of post-school data are by the program staff from which the
youth attended. We have made this recommendation to the districts involved in this
study. Large scale studies of the type conducted here provide scant information for
program developers because of the lack of information about the secondary program
and the individual student's experience in that program. Districts, if they reflected on
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the data and knew the graduates intimately, could improve their practice by reflecting
on these data.

3. Becoming a mother early, especially without gaining access to meaningful
employment, is a very negative event for young women with disabilities. Women with
learning disabilities, in this study, became mothers at a higher rate and at an earlier age
than their non disabled peers. Schools need to take this information and develop
powerful intervention strategies. Due to the volatile nature of this topic, we
recommend individual intervention plans between school personnel, the young women,
and the young women's family.

4. Not many youth from special education programs go on to college and are
successful. We believe secondary schools need to reflect on their practices and try to
better prepare youth for college and NOT send youth on to college who are not
prepared. Similarly, colleges need to take a proactive stance in providing support for
youth with disabilities in their programs. Most important, secondary programs need to
develop alternative programs for the non college bound youth, those with and those
without disabilities.

5. There needs to be the development of major intervention programs to address the
drop out problem of youth with learning disabilities and serious behavior disorders.
These programs need to implement good evaluation components that track the students
beyond school and into adulthood. THERE SHOULD NOT be a study funded to
determine the out of school status of drop outs--we know it is bad. Rather, funds
should be used to develop and evaluate intervention programs.

Research Questions

1. Can we jsolate variables that differentiate between successful and unsuccessful
graduates?

Other than early parenting without a partner and a job for women, we were unable to
isolate any specific variables that distinguished successful from unsuccessful graduates.

. . L1 B ¥L] . . 1] - ch
Graduates with learning disabilities, serious behavior disorders, sensory impairments,

and physical disabilities do significantly better on post school status measures than do
youth with mental retardation.

g withi . i

gatggnw over 10 years post high school zxad!!atiﬂﬂ,

Women with learning disabilities do significantly less well on employment measures as
compared to males with learning disabilities.

Decade Final Report

Y




i mes. 1
the total group, due to socioeconomic status of the graduate's family?

We were unable to find differences based on S&S status. We believe this is due to an

artifact of our data collection rather than to a real no difference in outcomes based on
family SES.

T .EWMWW.I f post-schogl outcome? Uy category thatis a

We found no such interaction.

L5 Are t} it in the lif . ¢ ful and unsu ul ial
education graduates?

The only life difference we were able to note was the impact of early mothering on

females with disabilities. Early mothering decreases the probability of being a
successful adult.

2. Can patterns of successful and unsuccessful adjustment be determined?
We were unable to determine patterns of successful adjustment.

3.0 Are the post-school outcomes of the graduate's sibling different from outcomes of
ial educati luates?

We found no differences in the post school status between the youth with learning
disabilities and their non disabled siblings. As an aside, we found no differences
between th: learning disabled graduates, their non disabled siblings, the non disabled
graduates and their non disabled siblings on employment rates between these various
groups. There were significant differences in college attendance, with the learning
disabled group attending at a significantly lower rate than any other group.

The graduate is the most reliable informant as to their current status. Parents are
reliable on general measures of employment and attending college, but not on specifics
such as income level and types of benefits received.

outcomes?

We were unable to answer this question with the data we collected.

Decade Final Report

.2
A
e




Products

There were a number of products developed by this project. Most have been referenced
earlier. Some are currently under de velopment and are not included in this report, but
will be referenced here.

Brown, P. (1995). Transition services in Washington state for youth with menta.
retardation. Dissertation proposal, University of Washington.

Edgar, E., & Murray, C. The post-school status of high school graduates with learning
disabilities a decade after graduation. Article to be submitted for publication.
(Appendix 8)

Edgar, E., Murray, C., Goldstein, D. A_comparison of the post-schuol status of youth
witiy learning disabilities to their non disabled siblings. Manuscript in preparation.

Hadreas, C. QQ_u

gdgga_tmn) Doctoral proposal Umver51ty of Washmgton

Levine, P. (1993). Gender differences in long-term postschool outcomes for youth with

mild mental retardation, learning disabilities and no disabilities: Myth or reality?
Doctoral dissertation, University of Washington.

Levine, P., & Edgar, E. (1994). An analysis of respondent agreement in follow-up

studies of graduates of special and regular education programs. Exceptional Children,
60(4), 334-343. (Appendix 6)

Levine, P, & Edgar, E. (1995). An analysis by gender of long-term postschool outcomes

of youth with and without disabilities. Exceptional Children, 61(3), 282-300. (Appendix
7)

Malmgren, K., Edgar, E., & Neel, R. S. -
disorders. Article to be submitted for publication. (Appendix 9)

Murray, C., Goldstein, D., & Edgar, E. A comparison of annualized earnings between
youth with learning disabilities and their non disabled peers. Manuscript in
preparation.

Nourse, S. W. (1995). Special education students who attend postsecondary
educational programs: What programs are attended. who graduates, and does it help?
Doctoral dissertation, University of Washington.

Prince, S. (1995). The first decade after graduation: Anecdotal accounts of locating and
retaining a longitv 'inal follow-up sample. Article submitted for publication to

Exceptionality. (Appendix 10)
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Follow-up Telephone Questionnaire
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FOLLOW-UP TELEPHONE QUESTIONNAIRE
PARENT FORM: 1985 GRADUATE

STUDENT ID#

DISTRICT/SCHOOL DATE OF INTERVIEW .
INTERVIEWER YEAR OF GRADUATION
Hello. This is May | please speak with | am calling for the

School District. The district is conducting a project to follow-up its graduates. We are interested in finding out how
has been doing since he/she graduated from school . I'd like to ask you a few questions that will
help us evaluate our program and make necessary changes.

First, | need to be sure that | am talking with the parent or guardian who Is most familiar with __'s current life
situation. Would that be you? Yes___ No___

ifno: - Who is the person | should speak with? Name:
What is his/her relationship to ___? .

Where does (this person) live? Phone Number?
It | am unable to reach (this person) or if he/she is not willing to be interviewed, may | recontact you? Yes__ No__

Continue with: a) if consent form received & marked "yes";

b) if consent form not received
a) Wae recently received your consent form to conduct this interview. It should take about 10 minutes t complete.
All information in this interview is completely confidential, and you need not answer any questions you don't want to.

b) We recently sent out letters containing information about this project and a consent form. Even though we
haven't received your consent form, we are hoping to interview as many families in the district as possible.. All

information in this interview is completely confidential. and you need not answer any questions you don't want to.
The interview should take about 10 minutes to complete. May | go ahead and ask you the questions?____

A. POST-SCHOOL EDUCATION:

1.1s currently in any type of school or training? Yes No
a. If Yes, where?

1 = community college 3= business, vocational, or trade school 9= don't know, refused
2 = university or 4 year 4= graduate equivalence degree (GED)  OVner:

b. Has attended any other school or training programs since graduating high school? Yes No

School 1 school2 School 3
c.If YES, where?

did __graduate?
It graduated, what type of degree
or diploma did he/she receive?

1= GED 4= Bachelor's degree 7= certificate 0= don't know, refused
2= diploma 5= Master's degree 8= licence
3= Associates degree 6= Ph.D/ Ed.D. 9= Other: specify

14




Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 2

B. EMPLOYMENT:
2. Does currently have a job? Yes No
(i no, skip to #3 ; if yes,coniinue)

a. Whatis the current job title or position?

b. How many hours per week does work?
It a range is given ask: About how many hours would it be in an average week?

¢. How much money does ____ make per hour from his/her job? hourly wage? $
if you can't get an hourly wage ask: Can you tell me how much he/she earns per week or month then?
weekly salary? $ Monthly? $ Annual? § Tips? $
If given a weekly, monthly or annual salary, ask: Is that gross pay before taxes____ or take home pay?____

d. Does ___ 's employer provide medical benefits in connection with his job?

Paid Vacation? Paid Sick Leave? Retirement?

3. Does receive money regularly from Social Security, Public Assistance, Veteran's Benefits, or
some other agency or resource like that? If YES, From what programs or agencies does __
receive money? (can be up to 3 sources) 1- 2- 3-

1= SSI ' 5= Student financial aid-not a loan 9= Unemployment Insurance

2= Veteran's Benefits 6= Student loan 10= Developmental Disabilities-DDD

3= Social Security-SSA 7= Aid to Dependant Chiidren 11= Alimony or Child Support

4= Public Assistance/welfare 8= Labor and Industry 12= Other -specify

13= unknowr, refused

C. RESIDENCE:
4. Does currently liva in your household? Yes ___ No
a) if yes: We will also be contacting _____in the near future. Does he/she have the same phone number as
you? yes__no___ I no:whatis ___'s phone number? (read back to verify)

What would be a good time for us to call him/her?

' b) 1 no: With whom does ___ currently live?

1= parent's home 5= with friends or roommates 9= tenant support
2= other relatives 6= with spouse or partner 10= incarcerated: prison, detention home,
3= foster home 7= dormitory/barracks halfway house

4= alone-inhouse orapt 8= supervised: group home. institution, 11= street. shelter
adult foster home, nursing home, ICF  12= other: specify  13= unknown, refused

We are planning to interview the graduates as weil as the parents, so | will need 's address in order to
send him/her a letter, and his/her phone number so | can contact him/her.
address

phone number (Read back to verify)
What would be a good time for us to call him/her? ____

nra
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Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 3

D. SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL:

5 1Is now or has he/she ever been married?
1= never married 3= previously married
2= now married 4= don't know, refused
6. Does___have any children? Yes___No__ ifyes, ask: how many?
fnomarka "0"
7. How satisfied are you with 's overall life situation (employment, school, residence, social life)
now?
1= Very Satisfied 3= Not Very Satisfied
2= Somewhat Satisfied 4= Not at all Satisfied

9= don't know, refused

E. PARENT/ FAMILY DEMOGRAPHICS:
Skip this section if you are speaking to a person in a group home or other institutional setting.

The last few questions pertain to you and your family. | am going to ask you some questions regarding your
current situation, and some that refer to 1985 when ____ graduated.

Was living with you in 1985 when he/she graduated? .

9. a How many people are living in your household today including yourself? (currently)
b. Is this the same number of people who were living in your household in 1985 when graduated?
Yes__ No___ (if no), how many were living with you then?

10.  a. Howmany years of school have you completed?
(12 being high school grad; 13 being 1 year college etc...01=GED)
b. Did any of your schooling occur in the past 5 years? Yes__ No
(If yes) How many years of education had you completed in 1985, at the time of ___'s graduation?

1. a. Are you currently employed? Yes__ No____
b. Were you employed in 1985 when ___graduated from school? Yes_  No_

12 a. What would you say has been your main occupation for the last 5 years?

b. What would you say was your main occupation during __'s high school years?

I=
| S
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Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 4

Do you have a wife/husband or partner with whom you are living now? Yes___ No
(if yes, ask the following for the spouse or partner; If no, skip to #17)

How many years of school has he/she completed?
(12 being high school grad; 13 being 1 year college efc...)

Is he/she employed? Yes___ No

What would you say has teen his/her main occupation for the last 5 years?

I'm going to read some income ranges;, Please stop me when | get to the one that you would say includes
your total household income before taxes last year?

a) less than $8,500

b) $8,500 to $10,500
c) $10,500 to $13,000
d) $13,000 to $15,000
e) $15,000 to $17,000
f) $17,000 to $20,000
g) $20,000 to $25,000
h) $25,000 to $30,000
i) $30,000 or more

a. Was your current partner living with you in 1985 when ___ graduated? Yes No

(if yes, continue b & c, then skip to #20; if no skip to #19)

b. Was he/she employed then? Yes No
¢. Whatwould you say was his’her main occupation while ___was in high school?

a. Did you have a partner with whom you were living in 1985 when ____graduated? Yes___ No__
(if yes, continue; if no, skip to #20)

b. Was he/she employed then? Yes___ No
¢. Whatwould you say was hisher main occupation while ___ was in high school?

We're almost done. I'm going to read off the income ranges | read before; As well as you can remember,

would you please stop me when | get to the one that you would say included your total household income
before taxes in 1985?

a) less than $8,500

b) $ 8,500 to $10,500
c) $10,500 to $13,000
d) $13,000 to $15,000
() $15,000 to $17,000
f) $17,000 to $20,000
g)  $20,000 to $25,000
h) $25,000 to $30,000
) $30,000 or more

L
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Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 5

Thank-you very much. I appreciate the time and information you shared
with me during this interview. We will be contacting you again next year to
update some of this information. May I verify that we have your correct
mailing address now? The address we have...(read the address from
contact sheet. Write new address in if respondent indicates that a change
or correction is needed. May I repeat that back to make sure that I got it
correctly? ) (verify)

Thank-you. Just in case you do move or change your phone during the
next year, would you give me the name and phone number of someone who
will always know how to get in touch with you? (Ask respondent for

spelling of contact person's name, if needed, and repeat phone number
back to verify it.)

Thanks again for your time. I look forward to talking with you again next
year.




FOLLOW-UP TELEPHONE QUESTIONNATRE
PARENT FORM: 1985 GRADUATE - YEAR §

: STUDENT ID#
DISTRICT/SCHOOL DATE OF INTERVIEW
INTERVIEWER YEAR OF GRADUATION

Hello. I'd like to speak with . My name is : . I am calling for the School District.
We spoke with you last year around this time. We are now in the last year of our five-year quality of life
study of the 1985 graduates. I'd like to ask youhow_______ is doing using the same series of questions as
last year. All information is strictly confidential. This will only take 2 or 3 minutes. Okay? (If yes, initial

_and proceed. If no, find out when to call back.)

A. POST-SCHOOL EDUCATION (DO NOT INCLUDE "ON-THE-JOB TRAINING" OR
SHELTERED WORKSHOP IN THIS SECTION--THEY ARE PAID EMPLOYMENT)

l.Is currently in any type of school or training?
a. If Yes, where?_________
O=social skills 3=business/vocational/trade schiool ~ 7=Job Corps
I=community college 4=grad equiv (GED) 8=other_______
2=university or 4 year 5=job skills(for persor:s with 9=dont know/refused
handicaps.e.g.DDD prog)

Same program as last year?

Finished previous school program?
If yes, what degree/diploma

b. Has completed any school program since last interview? Yes____No____
School 1 School 2

c.If YES, where?
What degree
or diploma did he/she receive?

1 =GED 4 = Bachelor's degree - 7 = certificate 0 = don't know/refused
2 = diploma 5 = Master's degree 8 = license
3 = Associates degree 6 = Ph.D/Ed.D/MD 9 = Other: specify

B. EMPLOYMENT:

2. Does currently work for pay at a job or in his/her own business?

(If no, or DK, skip to #3 ; if yes,continue)
a. Is he/she self-employed or does he/she work for someone else as an employee?

Self employed Employed DK No
If self-employed: What kind of business (work) does have (do)?
Does run the business alone or does he/she have partners or employees?
Alone Employees Partners DK
If employed: What kind of work does do?
What kind of company/business does he/she work for?
b. How many hours per week does work?
c. How much money does __ make per hour trom his/her job? Hourly wage? $ —
If you can't get an hourly wage ask: Can you tell me how much he/she eamns:
Weekly $ Monthly? $ Annually? $ Tips?
If a weekly, monthly or annual salary, ask: [s that gross pay before taxes___or take home pay”___
d. Is ___covered by medical insurance?_____If no, does___receive medical coupons?
If yes, Is it related to his/her job? If yes:
Does 's employer pay the medical premium in connection with the job?
If not related to job, who pays: Self Parents/Guardians Public
Paid Vacation? ____ Paid Sick Leave? Retirement?

(Now go to Question 4 after benefits questions have been completed)

19




Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 2
3. If not currently employed, is____covered by any kind of medical insurance including
medical coupons?

If Yes, by whom:

Self_____ Parents/Guardians_____ Public_____

4. Does______receive money regularly from Social Security, Public Assistance, Veteran's Benefits, or
some other agency or resource like that? ______ If YES, From what programs or agencies does
receive money? (can be up to 3 sources) 1- 2- 3-
1=SSI 6=Student loan 11=Alimony or Child Support
2=Veteran's Benefits 7=Aid to Dependant Children 12=Military Reserves,GI Bill
3=Social Security-SSA 8=Labor and Industry 13=Div Voc Rehab (DVR)

4=Public Assistance/welfare 9=Unemployment Insurance 17=0ther:
5=Scholarships-not a loan 10=Develcpmental Disabilities  18=uhknown/refused

C. RES'DENCE:
S. Does_ currently live in your household? Yes No
a) If yes and it is a parent, go to #6
(If yes, but not a parent, code as appropriate: )
b) If no: Where does _____ currently live?
(Please note: If no, but does live with other parent, code "1")
1=parent's home 7=dormitory/barracks 10=incarcerated: prison, detention home.
2=other relatives/ 8=supervised: group home, halfway house
host family institution,adult foster home, 1 1=street shelter
3=foster home nursing home, ICF 12=employer-provided: eg ship
4=in house or apt 9=tenant support lg:uaveling
|8=other:

19=unknown/refused

D.SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL:
6. Is now or has he/she ever been married?

1= never married 3= previously married
2= now married 4= don't know, re! used

a. If now married, is he/she living with spouse: yes no
: (If no, go to #7; if yes, continue):

b. Does he/she currently work for pay at a job or in his/her own business?

(If no, or DK, skip to #7 ; if yes,continue)

Is he /she self employed or does he/she work for someone else as an employee?
Self-employed Emplofyed DK No

If self-employed: What kind of business (work) does have(do)?

Does she/he run the business alone or does he/she have partners or employees?
Alone Employees Partners DK

If employed: What kind of work does do?

What kind of company/business does he/she work for?

c. How many years of school has he/she completed?

7. Does have any children? Yes___No___ if yes, ask: how many? If no mark a 0"
If yes, ask: How many children live with her/him?

o
o)




Parent Questionnaire- 1985 Graduates page 3

8. How satisfied are you with 's current overall life situation? employment, school,
residence, social life

1= Very Satisfied - 3= Not Very Satisfied
2= Somewhat Satisfied 4= Not at all Satisfied

9= don't know, refused

Thank you very much. We appreciate the time and information you have
shared with us o.er the past 5 years of this study. We hope the information
will assist educators in planning future programs in the high schools that
will benefit all students. Bye, now, and thanks again.

Remarks:

0y
w1




Appendix 2

Year 5 Summaries
1985 Cohort
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March, 1995
Univ, of Wa.
Decade Project
FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR §

10 YEARS AFTER G'.ADUATION

Mild Moderate Severe  Mnlti Hw:ing Behavior Leaming Total Total

Impaired MK MR MR HC __ Impaired Discdered Disabled HC NonHC
POSSIBLE
CONTACT: 2 7 7 3 4 3 3 46 ™ n
TOTAL

CONTACT: 2210 T=100% 7=100% S=100% 4=100% 3=100% 3=100% 46=100% 75=«100% 73=D5%

i CURRENTLY
IN SCHOOL: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4=9%  4=5% 10=14%

EVER GRADUATE
POST HGH SCH . 0  2=20% 0 0 0  2=67% 1=33% 16=35% 21=28% 50=68%

CURRENTLY

EMPLOYED: 1=50% 3=43% 3=43% 1=33% 0 3=100% 0 30=65% 41=55% 64=88%

SALARY*
$180+/WEEK: 0 1=33% 0 0 0 2=67% 0 18=60% 21=51% 37=58%

SALARY**
$1804/WEEK: 0 1=14% 0 0 0 2=67% 0 18=39% 21=28% 37=50%

CURRENTLY

UNENGAGED: 1=50% 4=57% 4=57% 2=67% 4=100% 0 3=100% 13=28% 31=41% 7=10%

BESIDENCE.
FAMILY  1=50% 3=43% 3=43% 2=67% 1=25% 1=25% 13=28% 24=32% 19=26%
SUPERVISED 1=14% 4=57% 1=33% 3=75% 1=33% 1=2% 11=15% 1=1%
INDEPENDENT __ 1=50%  3=43% 2=75%  2=67%  32=70% 40=53% 53=73%

* Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages hased on entire graduate populations.
32% of all respondents did not answer salary question for those employed: 31% of the NonHC, 40% of the LD.




FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR §

10 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Gender

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=2 n=7 n=7 n=3 n=d n=3 n=3 n=46 n=75 n=73

Male: 5=71% 3=43% 2=50% 3=100%  3=100% 28=61% 44=59%  45=62%
Female: | 2=100% 2=290% 4=57% 3=100% 2=50% 18=39% 31=d1%  28=38% |

Currently in Post High School Education

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHKC
=2 n=7 n=7 n=3 n=d4 n=3 n=3 n=46 n-?S n=73
YES: 429% 4=5% 10=14%

NO: | 2=100% 7=100% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 3=100%  3=100% 42=91% 71=95%  63=86%

Type of Post High School Program Currently Attended

LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
nwd ned =10
COMMUNITY CQLLEGE: 2=50% 2=50% 1=10%
UNIVERSITY /4 YR, SCHOOL: 7=270%
BUSINESS, VOC, TRADE SCHOCL: 1=25% 1225% 2=20%
JOB SKILLS PROGRAM: 1=25% 1=25%

Ever Completed Post High School Program

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TG '\L TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=2 n=7 n=7 n=3 n=d n=3 n=3 n=46 =75 =73

YES: 2=29% 267% 1=33% 16=35% 21=28%  50=68%
NO: | 2=1

00% S=71% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100%  1=33% 2267% 30=65% H=T2% 23=32%

()




Degrees Received from Post High School Completion*

MILD HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=2 n=2 n=1 n=16 _n=2] n=30
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE: 3 3 11
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: 1 1 K}
MASTER'S DEGREE: 3
PH.d/ED.d/MD.. 1
DIPLOMA: 3 3 2
CERTIFICATE: | 1 2 1 10 14 9
LICENSE: | 1 1 4
UNKNOWN / REFUSED: 1 1 1
* A graduate may have received more than one type of degree.
Currently Employed
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
=2 n=7 n=7 n=3 n=d n=3 n=3 n=46 n=75 n=T?
YES:| 1=50% 3=243% 3=43% 1=33% 3=100% 30=65% 41=55% 64=88%
NO:|_1=50% 4=57% _4=57% 2=67%  4=100% 3=100% 16=35% 34=45% 9=12% |
Hours per Week for Current Employment
ORTHOPEDIC MILD MODERATE SEVERE HEARING LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIRED DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=l n=3 n=3 ] n=3 n=30 nmd | n=64
o nE/ 1a100% 1=33%  3e100%  1a100%  2s67%  Se17%  13a2%  13a20%
' %"‘,Eﬁ 2:67% 1=33%  23=77%  26m63%  51=80%
MISSING: 2u6% 2a5%
Salary per Week for Current Employment
ORTHOPEDIC MDD MODERATE SEVERE HEARING LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIRED DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
=l =3 =3 n=l nal n=30 nmd | n=GA
P'g}"&%%&? 1=100% 1=33% 3=100%  1=100% 6=15% 7=11%
S180+ PER 1033% 267%  18a60%  21=51%  37s58%
MISSING: 1233% 1=33%  12+40%  14=M4% _ 20=31%
1st Decade Year S - Marci/1995
1985 - Seattle




Medical Benefits

ORTH MILD MOCD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
__IMP MR MR MR HC IMP BD LD DISABLE NONHC
EMPLOYED n=l n=3 n=3 n=1 n=0 =3 =0 n=30 n=d ] =64
Employer Paid: 1=33% 1=33% 16=53% 18=44% 35=55%
Parent's Coverage: 1=33% 1=2%
Seif Covered: 2=7% 2=5% 10=16%
Spouse’s Coverage: I=10% 3=7% 8=12%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: | 1=100% 3=100% 1=100% 1=33% 6=15%
No Coverage: 1233% 1=33% 6=20%  8=20% 3=5%
Unknown: 3=10% 3=7% 8=12%
UNEMPLOYED n=1 =4 =4 2 n=4 =0 =3 n=16 n=34 n=9
Previous Employer: 1=7% 1=3%
Self Coverage: 2=02%
Spouse's Coverage: 1=33% 1=7% 2=5% 2=22%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: | 1=100% 3=75% 3=75% 2=100% 4=100% 1=33% 8=50% 22=64% 2=02%
No Coverage: 1=25% 1=33% 4225% 6=18% 2=22%
Unknown: 1225% 2=12% _ 3«9% 1=11%

Other Benefits Received with Current Employment

ORTHOPEDIC MILD MODERATE SEVERE HEARING LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMFP MR MR MR IMPAIRED DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=1 n=3 =3 n=] =3 =30 n=d | n=b4
VACATION
YES: 2267% 1=33% 1=33% 19=63% 23=56% 45=70%
NO: 1=33% 2=67% 1=100% 2267% 6=20% 12=29% 9=14%
UNKNOWN: | 1=100% 5=17% 6=15% 10=16%
SICK LEAVE
YES: 1=33% 1=33% 16=53% 18=44% 39=61%
NO: 1=33% 3=100% 1=100% 2:67% 8=27% 15«37% 15=23%
UNKNOWN: 1=100% 1=33% 6=20% 8=19% 10=16%
RETIRMENT
YES: 1=33% 1=100% 1=33% 11=37% 14=34% 31=48%
NO: 1=100% 1=33% 3=100% 2=67% 12=40% 19n46% A=38%
UNKNOWN: - 1=33% T=23% 8=19% 9=14%
Currently Unengaged

(Not in School and Not Working)

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTT HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
127 nul =] n=3 ned n=l =3 n=46 =75 =73
YES:| 1=50% 4aS7%  4257% 2267% 4=100% 3=100% 13=28% 31=41% T=10%
‘NO:| 1=50% 3=43% 3=43% 1=33% 3=100% 33=72% 44=59% 66=90%

1st Decade Year S - March/1995
1985 - Seattle
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Other Income Received*

ORTH MIL MOD SEV  MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=2 e/ =7 =3 n=d =3 n=3 n=46 n=7$ =73

SSI: 2 3 5 3 3 1 1 2 20 1
SSA: 3 1 1 1 1 7
Welfare: 2 2
Student
Scholarship: 1
Student
Loan: 3
Aidto
Dependent 3 3 2
Children:
Unemploy
Insurance:

Military |
Reserves:

Veteran's
Benefits: 1

“4444 “44—*~———-—~———W““ﬁ""ﬁ‘~'—v—4‘?ﬁ%}

* Results are not exclusive; a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.

|
|
Graduate's Marital Status
|
ORTH MID MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
\ =2 =7 n=7 n=3 Tasd n=3 1K) n=46 n=7§ n=73
\ m
\ Married 1=50% G=86% 6u86% 32100% 4=100% 3=100% 2=67% 28=61% 53=71% 49=67%
| Current
|
Married] 1250% 1=14% 1=14% 1=33% 14=30% 18=24% 2=30%
Yes Live ‘
_W/Spouse | 1=100% 1=100% 1=100% 1=100% 12=86% 16=89% 20=91%
\\_’as 4=9% 4=5% 2=3%
Does Graduate Have Children
ORTH MID MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
Children ___n=2 n=7 n=7 n=3 nmd N3 =3 =46 n=73 =73
0:] 1=50% 6=86% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 1=33% 2=67% 26m=57% 50=67% 59=81%
1:] 1=50% 1=14% 2=67% 11=24%* 15_-20% 9=12%*
2: T=15% 1=9% 3md%
3 1=33% 204% I=d% _2=3%

* 1 Nonhandicapped graduate and 1 Learning Disabled graduate are not living with their children.

1t Decade Year S - Marcly199$
198S - Seattle
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Graduate's Current Residence

ORTH MID MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAR MR MR MR HC  IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=a2 n=7 n=7 n=3 nmd n=3 =3 n=d6 n=7S __h=T73

PREIS| 1s50% 2:20% 2:29% 2-67%  1s25% 13=28%  21=28%  17a23%

Remqm""': 1=14%  1=14% 1=33% 4% 223%

On own in

HouseApe | 1°50%  3=43% 267%  2267% 3=67%  39=52%  S3=T3%

Incarcerated: | 1=2% 1=1% 1=1%
Supervised 1=14% 3=43% 3a75% 7=10%
s Tenant 1=14%  1233% 1=33% 324%
g:e':: 1=2% 1=1%

Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR BEHAVIOR LEARNING | TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAR MR MR MR HC  IMPAIRR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=2 n=7 n=7 3 ned n=3 n=3 n=d6 n=75 n=73
Suisheg| 10  1=M%  3ed3n 1a25% 1=13%  2e8%  039%  46e63%
s‘s’m‘r":‘ 1=50% 4=579% 4=57% 3=100% 2=50% 3=100%  2=67% 18=39%  37=49% 23=02%
M 1=25% 3m6% 4a5%  4=S5%
R setwTary 2229% 6% Se7%

1st Decade Year 5 - March/1995
1985 - Seattle
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March, 1995
Univ. of Wa.
Decade Project
FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
HIGHLINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR §

10 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Mild Moderate Severe  Multi Hearing Visually Behavior Leaming  Total Total
MR MR MR HC __ Impaired Impaired Disordered Disabled HC NonHC
POSSIBLE
CONTACT: 7 3 2 2 2 1 2 19 3 A

TOTAL
CONTACT: 7=100% 3=100% 2=100% 2=100% 2=100% 1=100% 2=100% 19=2100% 38=100% S4=100%

CURRENTLY
IN SCHOOL: 0 2=67% 0 0 1=50% 0 0 0 3=8% 7=21%

EVER GRADUATE
POST HIGH SCH.: 1=14% 0 1=50% 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 1=50% 8=42% 14=37% 22=65%

CURRENTLY
EMPLOYED: 4=57% 2=67% 2=100% 1=50% 1=50% 0 2=100% 15=79% 27=71% 30=88%

SALARY*
$1804/WEEK: 2=50% 0 0 0 0 0 1=50% 13=87% 16=59% 9=30%
SALARY**
$1804/WEEK: 2=29% 0 0 0 0 0 1=50% 13=68% 16=42% 9=26%
| CURRENTLY
‘ UNENGAGED: 3=43% 0 0 0 0 1=100% 0 3:16% 7=18% 3=9%
| BESIDENCE
FAMILY 2=29% 1=33% 1=50% 2=10% 6=16% 4=12%
| SUPERVISED 1=33% 1=50% 2=100% 4=10%
| INDEPENDENT _5=71% 1=33% 2=100% 1=100% 2=100% 17=90% 28=74% 30=88%

* Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages based on entire graduate populations.
47% of all respondents did not answer salary question for those employed: 70% of the NonHC, 13% of the LD.




FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
HIGHLINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR 5

10 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION
Gender

MILD MOD SEV  MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 n=2 n=19 n=38 n=34
Male: | 3=43% 1=33% 1= 1=100%  2=100% 15=79% L3=61%  21=62%
Female: | 4=57% 2=67% 1=50% 2=100% 2=100% 4=21% 15=39%  13=38%

Currently in Post High School Education

MILD MOD  SEV MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
na7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 n=2 n=19 n=38 ne34

YES: 2=67% 1=50% 3=8% T=20%
NO: [ 7=100% 1=33% 2=100% 2=100% 1=50% 1=100%  2=100% 19=100% 35=92%  27=80%

Type of Post High School Program Currently Attended

MODERATE HEARING TOTAL TOTAL
MR IMPAIR DISABLED NONHC
n=2 =] n=3 n=7
SOCIAL SKILLS PROGI M: | 1=50% 1=33%
COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 3=43%
UNIVERSITY /4 YR. SCHOOL: 1=100% 1=33% 3=43%
BUSINESS, VOC, TRADE SCHOOL.: 1=50% 1=33%
MISSING: 1=14%

Ever Completed Post High School Program

MILD MOD SEV  MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 nal nw=2 =19 n=38 n=34
YES:| 1=14% 1=50% 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 1=50% 8242% 14=41% 22=65%
NO: | 6=86% 3=100% 1=50% 1=50% 1=50% 1=50% 11=58% A=59% 12=35%




Degrees Received from Post High School Completion*

MILD SEV MULTI HEAR VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=1 n=1 n=1 n=1 =1 n=1 n=8 n=14 n=22
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE: 1 1 4
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: | 1 1 14
MASTER'S DEGREE: ‘ 2
DIPLOMA:| 1 1 1 3 6

CERTIFICATE: 1 1 5 7 6
LICENSE: 1 2 3 1

UNKNOWN / REFUSED: 1

* A graduate may have received more than one type of degree.

Currently Employed

MILD MOD SEV  MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 n=2 n=19 n=38 n=34
YES:| 4=57% 2=67% 2=100% 1=50% 1=50% 2=100% 15=79% 27=71% 30=88%
NO:| 3=43% 1=33% 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 4=21% 11229% 4=12%

Hours per Week for Current Employment

MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=d nx=2 n=2 ne=l ne=1 n=2 n=15 n=27 n=30
O HRS. 22100  1=50% 1=100% 1=100% 1=7% =2%  3=10%
o RS 1| 2=50% 1250% 1=50%  1493%  18=67%  26=87%
MISSING: | 2=50% 1=50% =11% 1=3%
Salary per Week for Current Employment

MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=d n=2 n=2 n=] nm] =2 n=15 =27 n=30

plé;%gfg 22100% 1=100%  1=100% 4=15%
um 2=50% . 1=50% ‘ 1=50% 13=87%  17a63%  9=30%
MISSING: |_2=50% 1=50% 1=50% 2213% _ 6e22%  21=77%

1st Decade Year S - March/1995
1985 - Highline

4/




Medical Benefits

MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR VIS ‘ TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMP IMP BD LD DISABLE _NONHC
EMPLOYED n=d n=2 n=2 n=1 n=1 n=0 n=2 n=15 n=27 n=30
Employer Paid: | 1=25% 2=100% 10=67% 13=48% 18=60%
Parent's Coverage: | 2=50% 2=1%
Self Covered: 1=50% 1=7% 2=7% 1=3%
Spouse's Coverage: 3=10%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 2=100% 1=50% 1=100% 4=15% 3=10%
No Coverage: 2=13% 2=7% 2=7%
Unknown: | 1=25% 1=100% 2=13%  4=15% 6=20%
UNEMPLOYED n=3 n=1 n=0 n=] n=1 n=1 =0 ned n=11 =4
Self Coverage: 1=25%
Spouse's Coverage: 2=50% 2=18% 1=25%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: | 1=33% 1=100% 1=100% 1=100% 4=36%
No Coverage: | 1=33% 1=100% 2=50%  4=36% 2=50%
Missing: | 1=33% 1=9%
Other Benefits Received with Current Employment
MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=d n=2 n=2 n=1 n=1 n=2 n=15 n=27 n=30
VACATION
YES: | 3=75% 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 2=100% 12=80% 20=74% 20=67%
NO: 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 3=11% 4=13%
UNKNOWN: | 1=25% 3=20% 4=15% 6=20%
SICK LEAVE
YES:| 3=75% 1=50% 1=100% 2=100% 10=67% 17263%  21=70%
NO:| 1=25% 2=100% 1=50% 1=100% 2=13% 1=26% 3=10%
UNKNOWN: 3=20% 31=11% 6=20%
RETIRMENT —
YES: 2=100% T=46% 9=33% 16=53%
NO: | 1=25% 2=100% 2=100% 1=100% 1=100% 4=27% 11a41% 71=23% |
UNKNOWN: | 3=75% 4=27% 1=26% 7=23%
Currently Unengaged
(Not in School a1. 1 Not Working)
MILD MOD SEV  MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=l n=2 n=19 nu38 n=34
YES:| 3=43% 1=100% 3=16% 1=15% 3=9%
NO:| 4=57% 3=100% 2=100% 2=100% 2=100% 2=100% 16=84% 31=82% 31s91%

1st Decade Year S - Murcv199$
1985 - Highline




Other Income Received*

MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMP IMP DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 n=2 n=19 n=38 n=34

SSIL: 2 1 2 1 6

SSA: 1 1
Student
Scholarship: | ! _ 1
Student
Loan: 1 1 1

* Results are not exclusive; a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.

Graduate's Marital Status

MILD MOD SEV MULT1T HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR [IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=l n=2 n=19 n=38 n=34

Mamied| 4=57% 2=67% 1=50% 2=100% 2=100% 1=100% 1250% 11=58% 24=63% 18=53%
Currently |
Mamied| 2=29% 1=50% 8=42% 11=29% 16:247%
Was
Married 1=33% 1=50% ' 2=5%
Missing: 1=14% 1=3%
Does Graduate Have Children

MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAIR [MPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
Children __n=7 n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 . n=2 n=19 n=33 n=34

0:] 6=86% 3=100% 1=50% 2=100% 2=100% 1=100% 1=50% 14=74% 0=79%  25=73%
1: 3=16% 3=8% T=21*%
2] 1=14% 1=50% 1=5% 3=8% 1=3%
3 1=50% 1=5% 2=5% 1=3%

* 3 Nonhandicapped graduates are not living with their child.

1st Decade Year S - March/1995
1985 - Highline
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Graduate's Current Residence

MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
MR MR MR HC IMPAR IMPAIR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
na? n=3 n=2 n=2 n=2 n=l n=2 n=19 n=38 n=36

Parents| 209 1=13%  1=50% 2211%  6a16%  4=12%
Houseape | S=71%  1=33% 22100% 1=100% 2=100%  16=84%  27a71%  30s88%
Travelling; 1=5% 1=3%

s“';::{,ﬁ?: 1=33% 1=50% 1=50% 3=8%
Sopport 1=50% 1=3%
Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation
MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEARING VISUAL BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
MR MR MR  HC IMPARR IMPAR DISORDER DI LED DISABLED NONHC
n=7 n=3 _n=2 n=2 n=2 n=1 n=2 n=19 n=38 n=34

Saisticg| 3%  2:67% 1=50%  1=50% 22100%  11=58%  20a53%  23=67%

Somewnes| 2:29% 1a33%  1s50% 1=50% 8=42%  13=M%  8=24%

lgm}:ldl 1=14% 1=50% 2=5% 2=6%

Missing: | 1=14% 123%

1st Decade Year 5 - March/1995
1985 - Highline
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March, 1995
Urniv. of Wa.
Decade Project

FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
BELLEVUE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR §

10 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Health Mild  Moderate Severe Multi  Behavior Leaming Total Total

_Impaired MR MR MR HC  Disordered Disabled HC NonHC
POSSIBLE .
CONTACT: 4 4 5 2 4 2 19 40 47
TOTAL

CONTACT: 4=100% 3=75% G5=2100% 22100% 4=100% 2=100% 19=100% 3P=09% 47=100%

CURRENTLY
N SCHOOL. 0 o 0 0 0  1=50% 1=14% 2=5% 5=11%
EVER GRADUATE
POSTHIGHSCH,  2-o0% 0 0 0 0 0  13=68% 15=38% 33=70%
CURRENTLY

\
|
|
|
|
|
EMPLOYED: 3=75% 1=33% 5=100% 1=50% 2=50% 1=50% 17=90% 30=77% 41=87%
|
|
|

SALARY*
$180+/WEEK: 2=67% 1=100% 4=80% o 0 1=100% 13=77% 21=70% 29=71%
SALARY*
$180+/WEEK: 2=50% 1=33% 4=80% 0 0 1=50% 13=68% 21=54% 29=62%
CURRENTLY .
UNENGAGED: 1=25% 2=67% 0 1=50% 2=50% 0 1=5% 7=18% 4=8%
BESIDENCE
FAMILY 3=75% 1=33% 2=40% 1=50% 1=25% 5=26% 13=33% 4=8%
| SUPERVISED 1=33% 3=60% 1=50% 3=75% 8=21%
‘ INDEPENDENT _ 1=25% 1=33% 2=100% 14=74% 18=46% 43=92%

* Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages based on entire graduate populations.
24% of all respondents did not answer salary question for those employed: 29% of the NonHC, 23% of the LD.

Q
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FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
BELLEVUE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR 5

10 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Gender
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=3 n=5 n=2 n=d n=2 n=19 n=39 n=d 7
Male:| 2=50% 2=67% 3=60% 1=50% 3275% 1=50% 15279% 27=69% 29=62%
Female: | 2=50% 1=33% 2=40% 1=50% 1=25% 1=50% 4=21% 12=31% 18=38%
Currently in Post High School Education
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=3 n=5 n=2 n=4 n=2 n=19 _n=39 n=47
YES: 1=50% 1=5% 225% 5=11%
NO:| 4=100% _ 3=100% 5=100% 2=100%  4=100% 1=50% 18=05% 317=95% 42=89%
Type of Post High School Program Currently Attended
BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=] n=1 n=2 n=3
COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 1=100% 1=100% 2=100%
UNIVERSITY/4 YR. SCHOOL.: 4=80%
~ BUSINESS, VOC, TRADE SCHOOL: 1=20%
Ever Completed Post High School Program
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=d n=3 n=§ n=2 n=$ n=2 n=19 n=39 n=d7
YES:| 2=50% 0 . 13=68% 15=38% 33=70%
NO: | 2=50% 3=100% 5=100% 2=100%  5=100% 2=100% 6=32% 24262% 14=30%




Lo

Degrees Received from Post High School Completion®

HEALTH  LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

| | IMPAIR DISABLED  DISABLED NONHC

| n=2 n=13 n=15 n=33
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE: 1 5 6 5
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: 1 1 2 26

MASTER'S DEGREE: 5
PH.D./ED.D./MD: 2
CERTIFICATE: 1 s 9 5
LICENSE: 1 1 1

* A graduate may have received more than one type of degree.

Currently Employed
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
ned n=3 _ n=5 n=2 n=4 n=2 n=19 - n=39 med]
YES:| 3=75% 1=33% 5=100% 1=50% 2=50% 1=50% 17=90% 30=77% 41=87%
NO: | 1=25% 2=67% 1=50% 2=50% 1=50% 2=10% 9=23% 6=13%

Hours per Week for Current Employment

HEALTH MILD MOD  SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
nm3 n=1 n=5 n=] n=2 n=] n=17 n=30 n=d ]
l;_q-n,}(.)gg/ 2=67% 1=100% 1=20% 1=100% 2=100% 1=6% 12=35% 3=71%
m%lgﬁl 1=33% 4=80% 1=100% 13=88% 2=65%  37=90%
MISSING: 1=6% 1=3%

Salary per Week for Current Employment

HEALTH MID MOD  SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NO® {C
=3 n=l n=$ n=l n=2 n=] n=17 n=30 ned ]
P'é; &ESOE?(O 1=33% 1=100%  2=100% 4=]3%
SISOV;EPEEé W67%  1=100%  4=80% 1=100% 13=77% 21=70%  29=71%
MISSING: 1220% 4=23% 5=17% 12=29%

1st Decade Year § - Marcty/1995
1985 - Bellevue
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Medical Benefits
HEALTH MILD MOD SEVERE MULTI TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC BD LD DISABLED NONHC
EMPLOYED n=3 n=1 n=5 n=1 n=2 n=1 n=17 n=30 n=41
Employer Paid: | 2=67% 4=80% 1=100% 10=55% 17=57% 26=63%
Parent's Coverage: | 1=33% 1=3% 1=2%
Seif Covered: 2=12% 2=7% 4=10%
Spouse's Coverage: 1=6% 1=3% 5=12%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 1=100% 2=100% 3=10%
No Coverage: 1=100% 3=17% 4a13% 1=2%
Missing: 1=20% 1=6% 227% 4=10%
UNEMPLOYED n=1 n=2 =0 n=l n=2 n=1 n=2 n=9 n=6
Parent's Coverage: | 1=100% 1=100% 2=22% 1=17%
Spouse's Coverage: . 2=331%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 2=100% 1=100% 2=100% 1=50% 6=67%
No Coverage: 1=50% 1=11% 2=33%
Missing: 1=17%
Other Benefits Received with Current Employment
HEALTH MILD MOD SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC  DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=1 n=$ n=l n=2 n=1 _n=17 ne=30 n=d]
VACATION
YES:| 2=67% 5=100% 1=100% 2=100% 1=100% 10=59% 21=70%  28=68%
NO:| 1=25% 1=100% 3=18% 5=17% 6=15%
MISSING: 4223% 4=13% T=17%
SICK LEAVE
YES:| 2x=67% 5=100% 1=100% 1=100% 9=53% 18260% 27=66%
NO:| 1=25% 1=100% 2=100% 3=18% 7=23% 5=12%
MISSING: 5=29% 5=17% 9=32%
RETIRMENT ,
YES:| 2=67% 5=100% 1=100% 847% 16=53% 19=46%
NO:| 1=25% 1=100% 1=100% 2=100% 7=41% 12=40% 15=37%
MISSING: 2=12% 2=71% T=17%
Currently Unengaged
(Not in School and Not Working)
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 ne=] n=$ n=2 nwd n=2 n=19 n=19 n=47
YES:| 1=25% 2=67% 0 12:50% 2=50% 0 1=5% 7=18% 4=8%
NO:|_3=75% 1=33% 5=100% 1=50% 2=50% 2=100% 18=95% 32=82% 431=92%

1st Decade Year S - March/1995
1985 - Bellevue




Other Income Received*

HEALTH MILD MOD SEVERE
IMPAIR MR MR MR
n=d n=d =S n=2

MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
HC DISORDFR DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 =2 n=19 n=40 n=47

SSL: 2 2 2

2

SSA: 1

Student Aid/|] =00

8
2 3
1

_Student Loan:

- Unemployment
Insurance:

Aid for
Dependt Child:

Missing:

* Resuits are not exclusive; a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.

Graduate's Marital Status

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIR MR MR MR
Tresd n=3 =S n=2

HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
i) n=2 n=19 =39 n=47

Maed] 3T5%  267%  5=100%  24100% 4=100%  2<100%  14=T%  e8%  20m62%

Married| 1=25% 1=33%
Yes Live
w/Spouse| 1=100% 1=100%
Was
Married

3=16% 5=13% 18=38%

3=100% 5=100% 17=94%
2=10% 2=5%

Does Graduate Have Children

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVEIE
IMPAIR MR MR MR
| Children n=d n=3 =S n=)

MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
T (17 n=19 n=39 n=d7

0:1 3=75% 2=67% 5=100% 2=100%
1:] 1=25% 1=33%*
2

4=100%  2=100%  15a79%  33«85%  41=87%
2=10%  4a10%  S=11%
2=10%  2a5% 1=2%

* The Mild MR graduate's child does not live with him/her.

1st Decade Year 5 - March/1995
1985 - Bellevue
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Graduate's Current Residence

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAR MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=4 na3 =S n=2 n=d =2 n=19 n=39 47

Homa| =75%  1=% 208  1sS0H  1a25% Sx26%  13a33%  4ad%

ol sk 1e33 21005  14a74%  18sk6%  43s92%
Support 1=33% 1=3%
iy o le60%  1=50%  3=75% 7a18%

Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL

IMPAR MR MR MR HC  DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

=4 n=3 n=5 =2  n=4 n=2 n=19 n=39 n=47

saisen | 250% 240%  1250% 2250%  1=50%  9=d7%  20=50%  33=70%

S nat 1233%  3=60% 250%  1=50%  9e4T%  1538%  11=23%

S YT 22508 1a33% 1=50% 4=10%  1=2%

ety 1233% 1=5% 2%  1=2%

Missing: 1=2%

18t Decade Year S - March/1995
5 8 1985 - Bellevue
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Example of Summary Provided to Districts
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Seattle 1985 Cohort - Year 2 Interview Summary
Eug e Edgar  July, 1992

These data are for all 1985 special education graduates and a random sample
of nondisabled graduates. The data were gathered from telephone interviews

with a parent as informant. The data were collected in January - March, 1992 (6.5
years after graduation from high school).

Contact Rate. Of the total 150 special education graduates, data were collected
on 81(54% of the orginal population). This was 92% of the population from
the data collected in 1991. For the nondisabled students the contact was 84 of
181 (46%). This was 90% of the population from the data col'lected in 1991.
These need to be considered low contact rates for the overall population, but
high rates from 1991 to 1992. We cannot be sure if the graduates for whom
we have data are comparable to those for whom we have no data. Our
suspicion is that our contacted graduates are doing better than those we were
not able to contact.

Post-Secondary Schooling. For the nondisabled students, 56% have completed
(and graduated) from some form of post secondary educational program and
29% are currently enrolled in such a program. For the LD grads, 30% have
completed a program and 10% are currently enrolled.

Employment. A lower percentage of LD grads (78%) were employed as
compared to the nondisabled grads (88%). Compared to last year this is an
increase for the nondisabled grads and a steady state for the LD grads. The
other disability groups fared less well. For those emploved, the special
education grads earned at least an equivilant salary to the nondisabled grads.

Unengaged. This refers to grads who were neither in school nor employed.
While only 4% of the nondisabled grads were unengaged, 18% of the LD
grads were unengaged, with even highcr rates for the other disability groups.

Residence. Anequal percentage of nondisabled grads (63%), LD grads (68%),
and BD grads (67%) were living independently. Other categories of disabled
grads were less independent.

Gene/ Seattle Cohort




June, 1992
Cniv. of Wa,
Decade Project

L FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR 2

Orthopedic Health  Mild Moderate Severe  Multi  Hearing Behavior Leaming  Total Total
Impaired _lmpaired MR MR MR HC Impaired Disordered Disabled HC NonHC

POSSIBLE
CONTACT: 2 1 9 7 3 4 4 3 5 88 B3

TOTAL
CONTACT: 2=100% 0 8=89% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 4=100% 3=100% 50=91% 81=92% B84x90%

CURRENTLY
IN SCHOOL: 0 1=12% 2=29% 0 1=25% 0 0 5z10% 9=11% 24=29%
EVER

GRADUATE 0 1=12% 0 0 0 1=25% 1=33% 15=30% 18=22% 47=56%
POST H.S.:

CURRENTLY

ewpLovey:  1=50% 4=50% 4=57% 1=33% 0 2=50% 1=33% 39=78% 52=64% 74=88%

SALARY®
$180+/WEEK: 1=100% 2=50% 0 0 0 2=100% 1=100% 20=51% 26=50% 38=51%
SALARY"*
$180+/WEEK: 1=50% 2=25% 0 0 0 2=50% 1=33% 20=40% 26=32% 38=45%
CURRENTLY
UNENGAGED: 1=50% 3=38% 2=29% 2=67% 3=75% 2=50% 2=67% 9=18% 24=30% 3=4%
RESIDENCE

FAMILY 1=50% 4=50% 2=29% 2=67T% 2=50% 2=50% 16=32% 29=36% 30=36%
SUPERVISED 1=12% 5=71% 1=33% 2=50% 1=33% 10=12% 1=1%
INDEPENDENT  1=50% 3=38% 2=50% 2=67% 34=68% 42=52% 53=63%
* Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages based on entire graduate populatons.
oY




FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1985 GRADUATES - YEAR 2

SN

Gender
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULT1 HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 m8 n=7 n=3 nmd nwd n=l n=S0 n=81 n=84
Male: Sm63% 3=d3% 250% 4=100% 3I=100% 31=62% 48=59% S55=66%
Female: | 2=100% =37% 4=57% 3=100% 2=50% 19=38% 33=d41% 29=34%

Currendy in Post High School Education

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 n=§ n=7 n=3 n=d nmd n=3 n=S0 =81 n=84
YES: ' 1=12% 2=29% 1=25% 5=10% 9=11% 24=29%
NO:| 2=100% 7a88% 5=71% 3=100% =75% 4=100% 3=100% 44=88% T1=88% SO=70%
UNK: 1=22% 1=1% 1=1%

Type of Post High School Program Currently Attended

MILD MOD MULTI TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC LD HC NONHC
=l n=2 1) =S w9 w24

C°“3:,‘;;:;;’, 1a50% 1s100% 1=20% 3=33%  Se21%

Y b 1=20% lsl1%  13=54%

ma%"m&: In60% =33 4=lT%
Living skl 5o -

Other: | 1=100% 1=11%  1=4%

Unknown/Refused: 1md%

Year 1 Post High School Program Completed

MILD MOD TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR LD HC NONHC
n=2 n=2 =8 n=i2 nm33
YES: 3=37% 3=25%  10=30%

NO:|_2=100%  2=100%  S=63% 9u75%  23=70% |

| 64




Degree Received from Year | Post High School Institution Completed

TOTAL TOTAL
LD HC  NONHC
n=3 =S n=10
Diploma:| 1=33% 1233%
Associate's Degree: | 1=33%  1=33%  2=10%
Bachelor’s Degree: | 7=70%
Master's Degree: | 1=10%
Unknown/Refused: | 1=33%  1233%  2=11%

Completed Other Post High School Program Since Year 1

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULT1 HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 n=8 na? n=3 n=d nad n=3 n=50 n=81 n=84
YES: 1=2% 1=1% Sm6%
NO:| 2=100% 8=100% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 4=100% 3=100% 47=94% 78«97% 79=04%
UNK: 224% 2=2%

Type of Other Post High School Program Completed Since Year |

TOTAL  TOTAL

LD HC NONHC

i Community el =t =2
| College: | 1=100%  1=100%  1=20%
T =
T ou 2mi08
Military 1220%

|
|
|
|
‘ Schooling:
|
} Degree Received from Other Post High School Institution Completed Since Year |
|

TOTAL TOTAL
LD HC NONHC
n=l =l S
Bachelor's Degree: | 1=20%
Certificate: | 1=100% 1=100% 4=80%

' ERIC 61




Currently Employed

MULTI TOTAL

ORTH MILD MOD SEV HEAR TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 o=8 n=7 n=3 aed n=d nw=3 n=50 n=81 n=84
YES:| 1=50% 4=50% 4=57% 1=33% 2=50% 1=33% I9m78% S264%  T4=88%
NO:| 1=50% 4=50% 3d3% 2267% 4=100% 2250% 2267% 10=20% 28=35% 10=12%
UNK: 1=2% 1=1%
Hours per Week for Current Employment
ORTH MILD MOD SEV HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
_ n=l nd =4 n=1 =2 =l n=39 n=52 m=74
?.Arky;{ngg 1=25%  250% 1=100%  1=50% m16% 11=21% 16=22%
40 HRS.+: | 1=100% 2=50% 1=25% 1=50% 1=i00% 29=74% 35=67% 52=70%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 1=25% 4=10% 6=12% =8%
Salary per Week for Current Employment
ORTH  MID MOD SEV  HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=l nmd 4 n=]1 =2 =] n=39 n=52 =74
Pg{ i&%‘g&‘? 1=25%  2x50%  1=100% Jm8%  16m14%  daS%
$180+ PER
WEEK: | 1=100%  2=50% 2x100%  1=100% 20wS1%  60sS3%  38s52%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 2250% 16m41%  38=233%  32a2431%
Medical Benefits for Those Currently Employed
ORTH MILD MOD SEV HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
=] md N4 =] =2 n=] =39 =52 n=74
RECEIVED
YES:| 1=100% 3n75% 4=100% 1=100% 2=100% 1=100% 8a72% 40=T1% 55«74%
NO: 1=25% 9=23% 10=19% 15=20%
UNKNOWN: 2m5% 2=4% 4%
JOB =l ™3 n=4 =] =2 n=l om28 md0 =SS
RELATED
YES:| 1=100% 2=67% 2=100% I=100% 21=75% 27=68% 46m81%
NO: 1=33% 4=100% 1=100% S=18% 11=28% 8=15%
'WN: 7% 224% 1=2%
FULLY n=i =2 =0 nw( =2 n=l 2] n=2? n=d§
PAID FOR
YES:| 1=100% 1=50% 1=50% 1=100% 12=57% 16=59% 2m57%
NO: 1=50% I=ld% 4=15% S5=11%
UNKNOWN: 1=50% 6=29% T=26% 15=32%




Other Benefits Received with Cu. =»nt Employment

ORTH MILD MOD SEV HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=l md n=d n=| = n=1 n=39 n=52 n=74
VACATION
YES:| 1=100% 1=25% 1225% 12100% 2=100% 1=100% 22=56% 29=56% 44=59%
NO: 2=50% 2=50% 7=18% 11=21% 16=22%
UNKNOWN: 1225% 1=25% 10m26%  12=23%  14=19%
SICK LEAVE
YES:| 1=100% 1=25% 1=100% 22100% 1=100% 15=38% 21=40% 36=49%
NO: 2=50% 3=75% 9=23% 14=27% 16=21%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 1=25% 15=39% 17=33% 22=30%
RETIRMENT
YES:| 1=100% 1=100% 2=100% 1=100% 14=36% 19=36% 27=36%
NO: 3=75% I=75% 11=28% 17=33% 27=36%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 1225% 14236% 16=31% 20=27%
Graduate's Marital Status
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 na8 n=7 n=3 n=4 nmd LX) nwS0 n=81 =84
Married 22100% 8=100% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 4=100% 2267% 2=64% 622771% T1=85%
Current 1233%  1530%  16=20%  12214%
\Yas 224% 222% 121%
Unk/ 1=2% 1=1%
Does Graduate Have Children
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
w2 w8 w7 n=3 =4 nwd =3 n=50 na8l n=84
ng 2=100% T=88% 7=100% 3=100% 4=100% 4=100% 2267% I=72% 61a80% 74=88%
Ry 1=12% 1=33%  14a28%  16=20%  10=12%

63
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Other Income Received®

ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL ‘TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 =8 n=l n=3 n=d n=d n=3 n=50 nm81 n=84
SSUSAG: 2 2 5 2 4 1 1 3 20
Veteran's 2
Benefits:
__SSA: 2 1 3
Public
Assist.: 1 1 1 3 6 1
Student
Loan: 2
Unemp.
Insurance 1 1
* Results are not exclusive: a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.
Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
n=2 n=§ n=? n=3 n=d nmd =3 =50 n=§l =84
Saiseg| 20100%  1=12%  2529% 1a25%  1a25%  2e67% 26=52%  65ed1%  STe3%
Somewhat .
Satisfied: 3=38% 5=71% 1=33% 1=225% 1=25% 15=30% 63a39% 15=18%
Not Very
Satisfled: 2=25% 1=33% 2=250% 1=25% 5=10% 21=13% 829%
Not at All
§m 2225% 1=25% 1=33% 3=6% 10m6% I=d%
Unknown A
‘Graduate's Current Residence
ORTH MILD MOD SEV MULTI HEAR TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR ‘MR MR MR HC IMPAIR BD LD HC NONHC
=2 n=8 n=7 n=3 n=d nmd =3 n=50 n=§81 =84
Fome| 1=0%  3a38%  2e29%  2:67%  250%  2a50% 1632%  28a35%  26m31%
Wit odiet
Relatives: 1=12% 1=1% 4=5%
M 1=S0%  2n25% 1=25%  2a67%  32u64%  38a47%  SOmS0%
s“""sm' Mnm 4a57% 2=50% 1=33% 9%
Tenant
Support: 1=14% 1=233% 2m2%
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Appendix 4

Year 5 Summaries
1990 Cohort
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March, 1998

Univ. of Wa.
. Decade Project
' FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
HIGHLINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1990 GRAD'UATES - YEAR 5
5 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION
Mild Moderase Muld Hearing  Behavior  Leaming Total Total
MR MR HC Impair _ Disordered  Disabled Disabled NonHC
POSSIBLE
CONTACT: 5 2 5 1 4 24 41 43
TOTAL
= = = ! = = 9 = = =
CONTACT: 4=80% 2=100% S=1009: 1=100% 4=100% 24=100% 40=98% 41=95%
CURRENTLY
IN SCHOOL: 0 1= 2=40% 0 0 4=17% T=17% 15=37%
EVER GRADUATE
POST HIGH SCHOOL: 0 0 1=20% 1=100% 1=25% 4=17% 7=17% 20=49%
CURRENTLY
EMPLOYED: 3=715% 0 1=20% 0 4=100% 18=75% 26=65% 34=83%
SALARY*
$180+/WEEK: 3=100% 0 0 0 4=100% 10=56% 17=65% 20=59%
SALARY**
$180+/WEEK: I=75% 0 0 0 4=100% 10=42% 17=42% 20=49%
CURRENTLY
UNENGAGED: 1=25% 1=50% 2=40% 1=100% | 0 4=17% 9=22% 2=5%
RESIDENCE
FAMLLY: 2=50% 1=50% 0 1=100% 2x75% 11=46% 18=45% 15=37%
SUPERVISED: 0 1=50% 4=80% 0 0 1=4% 6=15% 0
INDEPENDENT: __ 2=50% 0 1=20% 0 1225% 12250% 16=40% 26=63%

* Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages based on entire graduate populations.
20% of all respondents did not answer salary question for those employed: 26% of the NonHC, 17% of the LD.

i1vg




FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
HIGHLINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1990 GRADUATES - YEAR §

S YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Gender
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=d n=2 n=$ n=] nmd n=24 n=40 n=d1
MALE:| 4=100% 1=50% 2240% 1=100% 4=100% 20=83% 32-80% 26=63%
FEMALE: 1=50% 3=60% 0 4=17% 8=20% 15=37% |

Currently in Post High School Education

MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

MR MR HC  IMPAIRED 'DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
ned n=2 n=§ n=l d n=24 n=40 n=dl

YES: O 1=50% 2240% 4=17% 7=17%  15=37%

NO:|_4=100% 1=50% 3560%  1=100%  4=100%  20«83%  33=83%  26=63% |

Type of Post High School Education Currntly Attended

MODERATE MULTI LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR HC DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=1 n=2 n=4 =7 n=13
SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAM: 1=100% 1=50% 2=29%
JOB SKILLS PROGRAM: 1=50% 1=14%
JOB CORPS PROGRAM: | 1225% 1=14%
COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 2=50% 2229% : 3=20%
UNIVERSITY OR 4-YEAR SCHOOL: | 11=73%
. BUSINESS OR TRADE SCHOOL.: 1225% 1214%
OTHER: 1=7%

Ever Graduated From Post High School Institution

MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
N4 =2 n=$ el n=d na24 n=40 n=d |
YES: 12209 1=100% 1=25% 4=17% 7=171% 20=49%
NO:| S5=100% 2=100% 4=80% 3=75% 20=83% 33=83%  21=51%

Q . .1 .‘ \i




Degrees Received from Post High School Institution®

i
j MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
. ] sl =] n=d n=7 n=20
__ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE: 11
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: 4
CERTIFICATE: 1 1 2 . 4 6
UNKNOWN/REFUSED: 1 2 3

* A graduate may have received more than one degree.

Currently Employed
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=2 n=$ n=1 nd " n=24 n=40 n=41
YES:| 3=75% 1=20% 4=100% 18=75% 26=65% 3483%
NO:|_1=25%  2=100%  4=80%  1=100% 6=25%  14=35%  7=11%

Hours per Week for Current Employment

MILD MULTT BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 _ =1 nwd n=18 n=26 n=34
o ansy|  1=33% 1=100% 1=25% 5=28% 8=31% 12=35%
' Uwu&ff 22670% 3=75% 12=67% 17265% 22065%
MISSING: 1=5% 124%
Salary per Week for Current Employrnent
MILD MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
=3 n=1 ned n=18 n=26 n=34
LT $180 PER WK: 1=100% 5=23% 6=23% S=15%
$180+ PER WK: 3=100% 4=100% 10=56% 17=65% 20=59%
MISSING: 1=17% 3=12% 9=26%

1st Decade Year S - Marchv1995
1990 - Highline




Medical Benefits

MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
EMPLOYED n=3 n=0 n=1 1) n=d n=18 =26 =34
Employer Paid: | 1=33% 2=50% 8=44% 11=42%  20=59%
Parent's Coverage: 1=6% 1=4% 6=17%
Self Covered: | 2=67% 1=25% 2=11% 5=19% 1=3%
Spouse's Coverage: 1=3%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 1=100% 1=4%
No Coverage: 1=25% 4=22% 5=19% 5=15%
Unknown: 3=17% I=11% 1=3%
UNEMPLOYED n=1 n=2 n=4 n=1 n=0 n=6 n=l4 N7
Parent's Coverage: 1=50% 1=17% 2=14% 5=71%
Seif Covered: 1=14%
Spouse's Coverage: 1=17% 1=7%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 1=50% 4=100% 1=100% 2=33% 8=57%
No Coverage: | 1=100% 2=33% 3=21% 1=14%
Other Benefits Received with Current Employment
MILD MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=1 n=4 n=18 =26 n=34
VACATION
YES: 2=67% 1=100% 1=25% 9=50% 13=50% 19=56%
NO: 1=33% 2=50% 7=39% 10=38% 14241%
UNKNOWN: 1225% 2=11% 3=12% 1=3%
SICK LEAVE
YES:| . 2=67% 1=100% 1=25% 7=39% 11.42% 17=50%
NG: 1=33% 2=50% 8=244% 11m42% 13=38%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 31=17% 4=15% 4=12%
RETIRMENT
YES: 2=67% 6=33% 8=31% 14241%
NO: 1=33% 1=100% 3275% 10=56% 15=57% 14=41%
UNKNOWN: 1=25% 2=11% 3=12% 6=18%
Currently Unengaged
(Not employed and not in school)
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=2 n=$ n=1 nmd n=24 n=40 n 41
YES:| 1=25% 1=50% 2=40% 1=100% 4=17% 9=22% 2=5%
NO: |_3=75% 1=50% 3=60% 4=100% _  20=83% 31=78% 39=95%

1st Decade Year § - March/1995
1990 - Highline

105




Other Income Received®*
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
i MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
ned =2 =S f=! ned n=24 ned0  ned]
SSI: 2 5 7
SSA: 1 1
Child Support: 1 1
School 1 1 )
Scholarship: |
Stuaent
Loan: 1 . 1 2
Aid to Dependent ) )
Children:
Veteran's )
Benefits:

* Resuits are not exclusive; a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.

Graduate's Marital Status
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=2 n=$ n=l n=d n=4 n=40 n=d

4=100% 2=100% 5=100% 1=100% 4=100% 20=83% 36=90% 37=90%

4=17% 4=10% 4=10%

Does Graduate Have Children
MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR MR HC IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
Children: ) n=2 =S el nd n=24 ne=d() nmd |
' 0:] 3=75% 2=100% 5=100% 1=100% 4=100% 18=75% 33=83% 38«93%
1| 1=25% ' 3=13%"* 4=10% 3=7%
2 2=8% 2=5%
3 1=4% 1=2%

* 2 Learning Disabled graduates do not currently live with their children,

1st Decade Year 5 - MarclvV1995
L)




Graduate's Current Residence

MILD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
MR MR HC  IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=4 n=2 n=$ =1 T=d n=24 ___wd0 _ned]

Frems] =508 1250, 1=100%  3a75%  1l=d6%  18e45%  15e37%
Aparmene | 250% 1220% 125%  ll=d6%  i5e38%  23=56%
Donmmry{ 124% 1=22% 2=5%
s“"“s‘,m“?’“n!: 1= 2=40% 1=4%  4=10%

Support 2=40% 225%

Traveling: 1=2%
Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation

MLD MODERATE MULTI HEARING BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL

MR MR HC  IMPAIRED DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=4 n=? n=5 n=1 n=4 n=24 n=40 ned |

Satichea| 1=25% 3=60% 10=42%  14=35%  20=71%
Somewist] 2:50%  2.100% 1=100%  2=50%  9a38%  16=d0%  10=24%
Sanstion 2=40% 2250%  28%  GulS%  2a5%
Pt 1=25% 2% 4e10%

1:2 Decade Year 5 - MarcW1995
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Univ. of Wa.
Decade Project
FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION ‘
BEILLLEVUE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1990 GRADUATES - YEAR §
S YEARS AFTER GRADUATION
Health Mild Moderate  Severe Multi Behavior  Leaming Total Total
__Impaired MR MR MR HC Disordered  Disabled  Disabled  NonHC
POSSIBLE
CONTACT: ° 2 6 1 2 2 24 40 52
TOTAL
CONTACT: 3=100% 2=100% 6=100% 1=1£o 2=100% 2=100% 24=100% 40=100% $2=100%
CURRENTLY
IN SCHOOL: 1=33% 0 2=33% 0 0 0 10=42%  13=32%  23=44%
EVER GRADUATE
POST HIGH SCH.: 1=33% 0 2=33% 0 0 1=50% 6=25% 10=25%  27=52%
CURRENTLY
= = T=
EMPLOYED: 2=67% 0 4=67% 1=100% 1=50% 2=100% 17=71% 27=68%  40=77%
SALARY*
$180+/WEEK: 1=50% 0 0 0 0 1= 10=59%  12=43%  22=55%
SALARY**
$180+/WEEK: 1=33% 0 0 0 0 1=50% 10=42% 12=30% 13=42%
CURRENTLY
UNENGAGED: 0 2=100% 1=17% 0 1= ¢ 2=8% 6=15% 24%
RESIDENCE
FAMILY: 0 1=50%  3=50% 0 1=50%  2=100%  12=50% ' 19=48%  15=29%
SUPERVISED: 0 1=50% 3=50% 1=100% 1=50% 0 0 6=15% 0
INDEPENDENT:  3=100% 0 0 0 0 12=50% 15=37% 37=71%

*  Salary percentages based on those graduates who are currently employed.
** Salary percentages based on entire graduate populations.
24% of all respondents did not answer salary question for those employed: 28% of the NonHC, 24% of the LD.

BFEST COPY AVAILABLE
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FAMILY INFORMANT INFORMATION
BELLEVUE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1990 GRADUATES - YEAR 5

S YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

Gender
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC  DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=2 n=6 nel n=2 n=2 n=4 n=40 _n=52
MALE:| 2267% 0 2233% 0 2=100% 2=100% 21=88% 9=73%  29a56%
FEMALE:| 1=33% 2=100% 4=67% 1=100% 0 0 3=12% 11227%  23=44%

Currently in Post High School Education

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULT! BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

=3 n=2 n=6 n=1 n=2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
YES: 1233% 0 2=33% 0 0 0 10m42% 13=32% 23=44%
NO: 2=67% 2=100% 4=67% 1=100% 2=100% 2=100% 14=58% 27=268% 29=56%

Type of Post High School Education Currently Attended

HEALTH MODERATE LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=1 n=2 n=10 n=13 n=23
SOCIAL SKLLLS 22100% 2215%
Cogousce: 1=100% 6=60% 6=46% 3u13%
4-mml§%r1§cyagx§ 3=30% 1223% 19=83%
BUSINESS, VOC,
OR TRADE SCHOOL: 1=10% 1=8% 1=4%

Ever Graduated From Post High School Institution

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI PEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL

IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=3 n=2 n=6 n=} =2 na=? n=24 n=40 n=$2
YES: 1=33% 0 2=331% 0 0 1=50% 6=25% 10=25% 27=52%
NO:1 2=67% 2=100% 4=67% 1=100% 2=100% 1=50% 18=75% I0=75% 25=48%




Degrees Received from Post High School Institution*

HEALTH MODERATE BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED
n=] n=2 =] nmb n=10
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE:
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: 1 1 2
DIPLOMA: 1 1 2
CERTIFICATE: 1 L] 6 4
LICENSE: 1 1 1
* A graduate may have received more than one degree.
Currently Employed
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
ne=3 =2 n=6 n=1 n=2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
YES: 2267% 0 4=67% 1=100% 1=50% 2=100% 17=71% 27=68% 40=T7%
NO: 1=33% 2=100% 2=33% 0 1=50% 7=29% 13=32% _ 12x21%
Hours per Week for Current Employment
HEALTH MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=2 n=4 ne=l nx] w2 n=17 n=27 n=4()
B v 4=100%  1=100%  1=100%  1aS0% 6=35%  13e48%  13=22%
' Uwu,m’ nsum;. | 2=100% 1=50% 11=65%  14=52%  25=63%
e ————
MISSING: 2=5%
Salary per Week for Current Employment
HEALTH MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=2 n=d n=] n=l =2 n=17 n=27 n=40
LT $180 PER WK: 4=100% 1=100% 1=100% 1=50% 3=18% 10=37% T=17%
$180+ PER WK: 1= 1=50% 10=59% 12244% 22=55%
MISSING: 1=50% 4=23% 5=19% 11=28%

1st Decade Year S - March/1995

1990 - Bellevue




Medical Benefits

HEALTH MILD MOD SEVERE MULTI TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIR MR MR MR HC BD LD DISABLED NONHC
EMPLOYED n=2 n=0 n=4 n=1 n=] n=2 n=17 =27 n=40
Employer Paid: =50% 9=53% 10=37% 16=40%
Parent's Coverage: | 1=50% 1=25% 2=12% 4=15% 13=33%
Self Covered: 3=7%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 3=75% 1=100% 1=100% 1=50% 6=22%
No Coverage:{ 1=50% 4=23% 5=19% 4=10% |
Unknown: 2=12% 2=7% 4=10% ‘
UNEMPLOYED n=1 n=2 n=2 n=(0 n=1 =0 m7 n=13 =12
Parent's Coverage: 1= 4=53% 5=38% 11=92%
Self Coverage: | 1=100% 1=8% 1=8%
Coupons/Govt. Agency: 1= 2=100% 1=100% 1=14% 5=38%
No Coverage: 2=29% 2=15%
Other Benefits Received with Current Employment
HEALTH MODERATE SEVEFE MULT! BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TCTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
na=2 n=4 n=1 n=1 n=2 n=17 n=27 need(
VACATION
YES: 1=25% 1=50% 6=35% 8=30% 18:245%
NO: 1=50% 3=75% 1=100%  1=100% 1=50% 5=29% 12244% 18=45%
UNKNOWN: 1=50% 6=35% T1=26% 4=10%
SICK LEAVE
YES: 1=25% 1=50% 5=29% 7=26% 17=43%
NO: 1=50% 2=50% 1=100% 1=100% 1=50% 8=47% 14=52% 18=45%
UNKNOWN: 1=50% 1=25% 4=24% 6=22% 3=12% |
RETIRMENT
YES: 1=25% 1=50% 4=23% =22% 11=28%
NO: 1=50% 3=75% 1=100% 1=100% 1=50% 11=65% 18267% 22=55%
UNKNOWN: 1= 2=12% 3=11% 7=17%
Currently Unengaged
(Not employed and not in school)
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=2 n=6 n=1 N2 n=2 n=24 n=40 nu32
YES: 2=100% 1=17% 1=50% 2=8% 6=15% 2=4%
NO: | 3=100% 5=83% 1=100% 1250% 2=100% 2=92% 34=85% 50=96%

1st Decade Year S - March/1995
1990 - Bellevue
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Other Income Received*

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

IMPAIRED MR MR
n=3 n=2 n=6 =] n=2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
SSI: 2 5 2 1 10
SSA: 1 1 1 3
School 2
Scholarship:
Student
Loan: 1 1 L]
Military
Reserves: 2 2

* Results are not exclusive; a graduate may receive more than one other outside income.

Graduate's Marital Status
HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC  DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=2 n=6 n=1 n=2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
Mamied:| 3=100%  2=100% 6=100% 1=100% 2=100% 2=100% 24=100% 40=100%  50=96%
Maniet: =4%

Does Graduate Have Children

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC  DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
Children: N3 n=2 n=6 n=] =2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
0:1 3=100% 2=100% 6=100% 1=100% 2=100%  2=100% 21=88% 37=93%  52=100%
1: 3=12%"* 3=7% j

* 1 Learning Disabled graduate does not currently live with their child.

1st Decade Y=ar § - March/1995
1 ! ;) 1990 - Benevue
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Graduate's Current Residence

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL
IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC
n=3 n=2 n=6 n=1 =2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52
'H"m““f 1=50%  1=17% 1=50% 2=100%  12a50%  17=43%  15229%
Foster Home: 2233% 225%
House or
Aparment:| 3<100% 12=50%  15=38%  35«67%
Supervised
Seuing: 3=50% 1=100%  1=50% 5=12%
Support 1250% 122%
Dormitory/

Barmacks: 1=2%
Traveling 1=2%
Satisfaction with Overall Life Situation

HEALTH MILD MODERATE SEVERE MULTI BEHAVIOR LEARNING TOTAL  TOTAL

IMPAIRED MR MR MR HC DISORDER DISABLED DISABLED NONHC

n=3 n=2 n=6 =1 n=2 n=2 n=24 n=40 n=52

sw},ﬂ 1=50%  2=33%  1=100% 1=50%  22100%  12=50%  19wd8%  39=75%
Somewhat |

ey 1=33% 28% 1% 2%

I}m 2-8% 2=5% 1=2%

1st Decade Year 5 - March/1995

1990 - Bellevue
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Appendix 5

Sample Case Study




Es

FINAL CASE SUMMARY (Ass # 3,

FIRST DECADE PROJECT
CARLA (Carmen Hadreas)

Data Base: This memo is based upon: Interviews with Carla
(CRL1:11-06-92; CRL 2:11-18-93), Interview with her husband,
Percy (PRC1: 1-5-83), several inteiviaws/phone calls with the
Public Health Nurse, Linda, an interview by phone with Carla's
photography and homeroom teacher from high school, several calls
with Carla, several phkone conversations with Percy, an interview
with Carla's mother via phone, contacts with CPS via phone,
interviews with both sisters: Cari via phone, Connie included in CRL1
and CRL 2, School transcripts (only school record available),
contacts with school district re. her children, contacts with social

service agencies, & visits to the home.

Chronology

Carla grew up living with her father and his wife, Luann, through
most of her early years, because her mother was a "bad mother"
according to her children [Connie, CRL 1 Carla, CRL 2]. Her father had
a kidney disorder, and was sickly. He collected SSI, and Luann
worked at a 711-type store and also collected SSI. She has two older
sisters who also lived with their father (both attended special
education but did not graduate), and two half-brothers. In 1982, the
summer between Carla’s ninth and tenth grade years, her father and
step mother moved out of town and she chose to stay in her
neighborhood. Perhaps more accurately, it appears that she was sort
of left behind. She lived in their abandoned home for about a month,
and then went to live with neighbors so she could finish school.

These neighbors kicked her out in a week because she was too much

[ 230
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PF?OJECT-'
6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

trouble and they did not speak English {CRL2] and she went to live
with her maternal grandmother (See Family Support and Mentor). Her
mother would visit occasionally, but basically remained out of the
picture. Carla stayed with her Grandmother through her graduation
from a special education HS in 1985. After graduation she moved in
with her father, who had moved back to town. She continued to live

with her father and his wife, Luann, until moving in with Percy in
1986.

Carla attended a special education high school, and her secondary
years were exciting for her. She enjoyed school, and really wanted to
graduate. She was a cheerleader, and played basketball on the school
team off and on. The classes listed on her transcripts were general
academics and a variety of other classes, including vocational
training in food service preparation. She did poorly in this area,
however [CRL 2, Teacher], and did not wish to puisue foods as a
career. She reports that the food handler's test was too difficult.
Other classes included Photography, Crafts, and Adult Living.
(Consequently, the majority of her classes were geared toward
vocational training and independent living, including special
education support in academic subjects.) Her grades were generally
B's, with her grades declining in her senior year (i.e. F in PE, D in
Science). Carla had several good friends in high school [Teacher,
CRL1]. Two of these friends she kept in contact with for a few years

post graduation; they have since lost touch.
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT

6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

The label reported for Carla's special education requirements listed
for this project is mildly mentailly retarded. The only school record
available is a transcript for 1977-1985. Thus, labeling criteria,
testing, etc. are not available for confirmation. Carla does have a
great deal of difficulty reading a simple book to her son
[observation, CRL2] and cannot balance her (joint) checking account
[CRL 2). Just this past year her husband taught her how to write
checks (which he reports was a difficuit task: [PRC 1] ).

Carla briefly held two jobs after high school, at a Jack-in-the-Box
and a thrift store, but reports losing both because she was unable to
understand the register and price codes (see Academics and Jobs).
Carla's last job was at the thrift store. Because pricing was too
difficult to figure out, she just quit going to work. Perhaps she was
_ able to leave this job with little consequences, as she was dating
Percy at the time, and could be somewhat assured of his financial
support (she moved in with him shortly after leaving the thrift store

job). She has not worked outside of the home since 1986.

During high school Carla dated a physically abusive boy [CRLZ2]
followed by a steady boyfriend, Kelley (See Mentors). While she was
seeing Kelley, she became involved with Percy. In spite of a
physically abusive incident involving Percy outside her home with

her family present (See Pattern of Victimization), she began an

exclusive relationship with Percy.
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT
6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

In late 1986 Carla became pregnant with Percy's baby. This
pregnancy was a tubal pregnancy, and she got very sick before losing
the baby. Percy reports, and this is confirmed by Carla, that he
helped her to the hospital just in the nick of time; she almost died.
Carla moved in with Percv and his mother after this incident in late

1986. (This home was across the street from Carla's father's house.)

Carla and Percy stayed with his mother untili she moved out and
moved to another town in 1987 or so. They still live in his mother's

home rent free, although they pay the property taxes of
approximately $2.000.00/year.

In 1987 Carla became pregnant again, and her son, Jchn, was born in
1988. (She was still unmarried at this time.)
Her step-mother, Luann died the same year, and Carla was very sad

about this loss Her father died the following year, and her

Grandmother the year after that.

Carla and Percy were referred to CPS by Children's hospital in 1989
because John ate Carla’s Phenobarbital, which she was taking for
unclear reasons (see Health). CPS referred the case to the public
health department, who visited and taught her to put the medication
out of reach. Three years later Pat (her next son) drank ammonia, and
the same referra! process was followed. The nurse again helped her

to put the cleaning supplies out of reach of the children. Carla and

Percy were married in 1989.

1's
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT

6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

In 1990 Carla gave birth to their second son, Pat. Percy continued to
work loading Barges. The family received health benefits through
this job. Percy was pushing Carla around before this, but in 1990 he
pushed her or hit her so severely that it caused her to visit the
emergency room. Carla also reports that Percy let his brother push
her around. (See Marriage; Pattern of Victimization.) In 1991 Carla

visited the ER again, this time because of a severe seizure caused
from a blow to the head by Percy.

Carla currently lives with her husband and their two sons, John, who
is five, and‘ Pat, who is almost three. Pat currently receives special
education services at home after an unsuccessful special education
preschool experience (he cried all of the time), and John will enter
kindergarten in the fall (he was recently tested for sped, but did not
qualify).

Carla's husband lust his job loading barges in Dec. of 1992, and the
family now lives on his free-lance work and unemployment
insurance (although that is probably now up). The family does not
currently have health insurance and medical coupons for the children
have been cut off because the time limits for unemployment
insurance have lapsed. Carla broke her foot earlier this year. It is
not healing correctly, but the threat of medical bills (and her
husband's not "letting" her to ge* treatment because of the monetary

issues) keeps h::r from p'roper care.
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6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)
Eamily

Carla was the only one of thres siblings and two step-brothers to
graduate from high school. Neither her mother nor her father
completed high school. It is unclear whether her step-mother
finished school, but Carla does not think so. perhaps the reason Car'a
completed high school is related to the fact that she attended a
secondary special education center, although it appears that this is
the same high school that her sisters attended before dropping out
(both followed dropping out with leaving the family home). An
examination of her general family support system does not shed
light on why Carla completed high school while all the others in her

tamily did not. (Mentoring or rescuing, however, may.)

Carla reports fondness for her Dad and step-mother [CRL 1], and
appreciates "all that they did" for her. She cites them as very
influential in her early years. When asked about their support for
schooling, she talks about their support in terms of telling her to
"keep up good work." This is confirhed by her sister, Connie, who
basically said the same thing. Connie did not complete school
because she ran away and moved out. Thus, the information about
tamily support around school competition is conflicting. If the
tamily were indeed supportive of school the way that Carla alludes
to, perhaps other children in the family wound have continued
schooling instead of dropping out or running away. (No chiidren went
with the father and step mother during the move to Tacoma in 1982,

thus this move was not influential on any of them.)
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6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

To add weight to this conflict is the fact that Percy reports that the
family "didn't do a damn thing for her." He says that the family did
not encourage her to graduate, with the exception of her
grandmother. Both Percy and Carla credit this grandmother for the
majority of the support Carla received through high school. perhaps
Carla doesn't vant to speak ill of the dead (her father and step-
mother have died), and reads more into their participation in her
schooling. Certainly they were not attentive to her health. In the
interview with Percy, he refers to the family's l:.ck of concern for
Carla's heaith and cchooling. As an example, when comparing the
support that Carla got from her father and step-mother as compared

to that given to her sisters, Connie and Cari:

Well, her family gave her no support at all. They thought she was
just a total basket case. Um, her epileptics history was all in her
head. Luann used to just rant and rave. She [Luann] would have never

done a damn thing for her. ever. None of those times. | carried her
outa that house.

... Oh, man, she [Luann] would do anything for Connie. Anything. She,
um raised them kids up until the day she died. You know, Connie
never once had to take them kids anywhere. Connie was just like a
teenager that never even had kids as long as Luann was around. And
Carla was just put out big time....[put out of the home] [Percy 1]

In any case, it is clear that Carla's grandmother supported her
throughout her schooling. This is the same grandmother that bought
Carla a special dress for graduation, and supported Carla's

relationship with her high school boyfriend, Kelley. Kelley heiped her
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6-29-93 {(Carmen Hadreas)

with her school work and would drive her to school and later to
work. He was older than Carla, and was well liked by her
grand:iother. He would eat over at their house. Her grandmother

encouraged her to stay in school, and would help her when she needed
help.

Carla's mother was not really in the picture much whila she was in
school. It is worth noting that Carla still lives in the same
neighborhood that she lived in with her father (in the house across

the street), and her grandmother (within a few blocks).

Carla's current support is interesting. It seems that she maintains a
support system with her sisters; they stick together. Yet upon closer
examination, it becomes apparent that it is Carla that supports the
other two women. Carla is clearly thought of in this family as the
one who is successful and strong. For example, when her sister,
Connie, was in a debilitating car accident two years ago, Carla was
the one who helped her and her children cope with the
hospitalization. Also, when Cari's baby died, Carla helped. '[CRL1,
oth Carla and Connie] When interviewing both Connie and Carla
(their houses are directly across from each other), the children ran

from home to home. But observation shows that when both set of

children have been hi 1gry, they ask Carla, not Connie for food (they
usually end up getting it themselves-once a gallon of rocky-road ice
cream at 9 a.m.). Yet when Carla discussed abuse episodes or other

times when she needed help, she never mentioned her sisters as

12z
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT

6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

helomates. This entire shaky personal support system for Carla is

also an example of the thame "low expectations "that is discussed

later in this memo.

Percy confirms this lack of system help when there are
emergencies, Carla's family falls short. In spite of the fact that they
visit his family in Oregon (his mother and brothers) frequently and
that Carla's sisters live so nearby, Percy does not see any of these
people as support. Although he is not speaking to specific times,

while talking about their life together, Percy .ays:

And I'm scared to slow down, cuz | got no parents, no one to fall
against. She's got no parents, no one to fall against. So we're stuck
in this life. And we got kids and stuff. And life don't stop for us. So

alls I try to do is work and work and work and try to make this thing
survive. [PRC]

Percy is unhappy with Carla (See Marriage), yet continues to support

the family financially as long as he is employed, and scrambles for

jobs to keep the family going.

It is impertant to note someplace here that Carla's expect.tions of
support are minimal. Not once does she express dissatisfaction with
her family or the amount of support that she receives from them.
Although Percy clearly feels that her father and step-mother were
not supportive, Carla talks about them as if they really helped her.
This attitude is in direct contrast with the fact that her father and

step-mother moved and left her alone (she was rescued by her
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CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT

6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)
grandmother after Carla asked her for help). This lack of support

may have been due to the father's poor health (he had a kidney
problem), but it starids to reason that it was an atmosphere that was

not supportive of school, as Carla is the only sibling of five to

graduate from high school.

This theme of low expectations is continued in her marriage. It is
also clear that she does not expect much more from her sisters than
she is getting from her husband, which is minimal at best. In fact,
she reports in the second interview that Percy has been trying to
sleep with Connie (CRL2 378-384, CRL 2 467-475), and she does not
feel that she can trust him (CRL 2 657). Most folk would expect more

from. their sister and husband.

Mentor

Clearly, the most influential mentor for Carla throughout school was
her maternal grandmother. She came to the rescue when Carla had no
place to live, (after living alone and then getting kicked out of the
neighbor's home after her father had moved). However, it is worth
noting that Carla called her grandmother first, asking her for help.
This mentorship, then, began with a gesture initiated by Carla. The

grandmother helped her with homework and bougnt her a special

dress for graduation.
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6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

When explaining how it came that she moved from her father's home

to the neighbors and finally to her grandmothers, in CRL 2, Carla has
this to say about her grandmother.

Because when they moved to [town south], | wanted to finish high
school. So | like stayed in that abandoned house that they lived in for
like, | don't know, about almost a month. And | was going to school
almost every day. And | was like living with the neighbors, and they
finally locked me out; took all my stuff. So | called my Grandma. My
grandma took me and bought me a bunch of new clothes and took me
in. | lived with her for three years. [CRL2 855-866.]

Her grandmother persevered with Carla through some difficult

times. Carla had this to say about her iater in the same interview.

She treated me right. We got into arguments, you know. It was like,
"Hey, Grandma, You're not my mom. You can't tell me that." But those
were times when I'd go out and | wouldn't come back, you know. She
told me to do something, | say, "Well, hey, you're not my mom. You
can't tell me what to do." She told me to get out. A couple hours later
she called me at a frierd's house and told me to come back home. She
bought my graduation dress. [CRL2, 897-900.]

Carla's boyfriend, Kelley, also assisted her. They dated for 3-4
years, making the onset of this relationship around 1982, which is
interesting in that her father left around that time (CRL2 256-258),
and he was older than her. He would drive her to school and to work.
As an aside- Carla does not mention that Kelley was in special
education, and she met him in the neighborhood. In fact, it appears

that he graduated a few years before Carla. This situation changed

10
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when Carla met and began dating Percy, another boy from the
neighborhood.

After high school Percy lent support to Carla. He financially
supported her before the birth of their sons and after she lost two
jobs. He continued to support the family until he was recently laid
off. He reports wanting Carla to have friends outside of the home.
(This is supported by his happiness in seeing me during our coffee
time- see next section- but is disputed by Carla and Connie at other
times in the interviews.) Percy taught Carla how to write checks; a
process he says was not easy. He got her to the doctor when she had
a severe reaction to a tubal pregnancy, and again when she "damn
near died” because of a reaction/over dose of Phenobarbital. Connie
also reports that Percy is good for Carla (although their is an odd
dynamic here- Carla reporte that Percy comes on to Connie and she

to him, and he also mentioned this).

Although Carla's grandmother is a mentor for her, her initial
entrance into Carla's life in this role is when Carla called her after
being locked out by the neighbor. Thus, the grandmother was not the
person to choose the mentor role. There is a question here of
rescuing, which may imply a different kind of support than
traditional mentoring. Percy also came to her rescue when she was

sick due to her tubal pregnancy and again when she had a seizure

that landed her in the ER. This interviewer also rescued her in a way,
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by initiating calls at Carla's request. Can Carla then make the'initial

request of people, and others come to her aid?

In brief summation, it appears that Carla's grandmother was a
valuable support person for Caria through school. She also had an
older boyfriend, Kelley, that helped her through school. Percy has
been supportive of her post high school. There is a question of
whether these situations constitute mentor-like support or

rescuing. Carla is now the social support system for her family. She
has little support outside of her home.

Social Life/Romances/Friends/Recreation

Carla had friends in high school that she bummed around with. Caria
longer keeps up with her high school friends. She kept up with two of
these friends for awhile, but no longer visits them. She reports

having no friends outside of her family or Percy's friends' wives and
girlfriends.

Carla reported in the second interview and on the phone that Percy
will not allow her to leave the house without Permission. This
control is confirmed by the first contact that the interviewer had
with Carla, when she initially refused to be part of the study. Upon
further probing by the interviewer, Carla granted Permission to call
back the next day (10-29-92) and talk to her husband. It was after

this conversation that Percy gave Carla Permission to take part in
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the study, as long as he would be home at the time of the first

interview. Connie also confirmed Percy's control of Carla. [CRL1]

Percy does not confirm this amount of control. Instead, he says that
he wants her to get out of the house more and have more friends. He
attributes her lack of friendships and social life to her behavior (he
says it is mental health) and her inability to maintain any

relationships without being a 'bitch* [PRC1 ].

Carla had boyfriends in high school. One of these boys would hit her.
She had a special boyfriend for quite awhile; a man she still thinks
about. This man, Kelley, was very well liked by her grandmother. He
was good to her. He was also a support of sorts. She met Percy while
she was dating Kelley. It sounds like Kelley was well liked by her
grandmother, helped her with school, and would drive her to work. He
was a dependable guy; a mechanic. Percy was more exciting, and

would make more money. He "got rid of* Kelley. She regrets her

choice at times.

Carla still lives in the same neighborhood that she lived in with her
father (in the house across the street), and her grandmother (within
a few blocks). Her excellent directions for the interviewer (phone,
11-1-92) from the [large grocery store about 5 blocks from her

home] and her ability to name the area in which she lives shows she

knows this neighborhood well.
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One of the social skills Carla seems to have difficulty with
specifically is patience. She is impatient with the nurse or myself if
we are not available when she calls or she is not called back
immediately. Percy alludes to this in reference to employment. This
could go hand-in-hand with not being able to stick with things, about
which he speaks at great length and with little adfniration. In CRL2
(223-227), she mentions waiting for Kelley to 'finish working on
cars in order to do something with her as a major cause of their

break-up. | am wondering how much this trait has hurt her socially.

In addition, Carla has repeatedly shown a pattern of victimization.
First of all, it appears that her mother was an abusive vioman, both
physically, and in placing Carla and her sisters in situations where
they could be sexually victimized. It is unclear whether there was
physical abuse in the father's home (he was very ill all of Carla's
life), yet certainly the leaving to another city could be viewed as
negliectful. She was beaten by a boyfriend in high school. Percy hit
her before they moved in together, beating her up in front of her

family's home. Here is some of Carla's account of that incident.

Percy beat me up out in the yard. | didn't even hardly know this guy.
And the people--Percy's brother was standing next door. He goes,
"Kill the bitch, Percy. Kill her." You know, he was kicking me all over
the yard, dragging me, and my parents were standing there. | finally
got up and crawled in the back yard to get away from him. He says,
"Go in the house and clean yourself up now." You know, like he was
my boss or something. [CRL2 235-255]

14
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A pattern of victimization also correlates with Carla's accounts of
needing permission to leave the house and Percy's general control

over her (See Social, etc.). This is complicated by Carla's strict

ideas about the role definitions of "wife" (See Marriage).

The police were involved at some point, and Percy was assigned to
anger management [CRL285-291]). She has been hit by her husband
several times that she talked about in the interviews, including
twice that landed her in the ER with seizures. She has also been
thrown around by Percy's brothers. (When | was pregnant with Pat he
picked me up and threw me across this living room. I'm serious. He
did.- [CRL2178-180]) and allows that same brother to verbally abuse
the children [CRL2 150-166]. Percy also reports that her family was
awful to her. There is also a reference in the interview with Connie
about the birth mother's boyfriends trying to molest her. It crops up

again the CRL2. So, this pattern might be a familial one as welil.

Two months ago Carla called me and asked me over to have a cup of
coffee. | went for about 20 minutes. She had coffee ready and had
remembered that | took cream. It was a pleasant visit. Her children
played around us. She had picked up her home. Although she reports
the same issues listed above (e.g. with Percy; her foot) remained
firm in her wish to stay home with her children. Carla was an
enjoyable coffee companion. My point here is that Carla has social
skills which make her an enjoyable companion. She learns and

remembers things, like cream, from one time to the next. However
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generalization seems difficult foe her, like knowing that Phenobarb
and ammonia are both poisons and should be put up. it appears that
the fact that she has social skills and retains information but needs
assistance with things that require generalization, especially safety

factors. Minimal case management would suit her well.

Marriage

(See also other sections of this memo.)
Carla has been married to Percy since 1989. They were married
following prior experiences with a tubal pregnancy in 1986 and the

birth of their first son, John, in 1987. Following their marriage,

their second son, Pat, was born in 1989.

When asked how she would rate her satisfaction about her marriage
in a phone call, Carla says "it's OK." When asked " to rate her

marriage on a scale, she indicated "about the middie, | guess."

Both Percy and Carla complained about the other in each interview.
Carla's main complaints are that Percy is mean to her (i.e. calls her
stupid and retarded), she is trapped and Percy won't let her go
anywhere, they don't go anywhere or do things together as a couple,

and he hits her. In spite of her rating of the marriage, she reports
wanting to leave at times.
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Percy's main complaints are that Carla doesn't do enough around the
house (i.e. cooking), Carla can't stick with anything (i.e. a job), her

temper. and that Carla is fat. He reports not liking her.

My observations are of two persons struggling to make ends meet
that live a hard life, and are hard with and on each other. They have
always had financial difficulties that have been made worse by
Percy being laid off in 12/92. Currently neither is employed (Percy

picks up freelance work off the record) and the family does not have

health insurance.

Health

There are three issues here. Two physical issues are Carla's personal
health, and the family history of poor health of her father coupled
with a current theme of poor health in her sisters (Cari: drugs and
poor general health, Connie: sick all the time and the car accident).

Finally, the financial issues of the cost of health care and battles

with insurance/medical coupons.

Carla's father and step-mother received SSI| throughout Carla's
growing-up. Her father received dialyses for a kidney ailment as
long as Carla remembers. He died of this disease a few years ago.
This chronic illness may have had a profound impact on his (and the

entire family system's) ability to support Carla in her school
endeavors.
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Carla received medication for seizures for many yeais. The reasons
for these seizures and the specific nature of her diagnosis remains
undetermined. At one point in the interview with Percy, he referred
to epilepsy, although this remains unconfirmed. Carla took
medication in high schccel, but the only record remaining are
transcripts, thus no school records exist on this matter. Carla had a
seizure incident prior to her marriage to Percy during which she
needed medication and did not have it with her. According to Percy
and Carla both, she was rushed to the ER and given too much
medication to compensate, almost dying from over medication. Percy
"saved" her. This incident, in combination with her son, John, takinc
Phenobarbital and having to visit the ER himself (CPS referred the
incident to the public health nurse: See Chronology) led Caria to quit
taking any medication. According to Carla, the medication made her
weird, and she does fine without it as long as she is not beaten (re:
other portions of this memo). Percy reports that Carla was given the

wrong medication, and that the doctors told him she didn't need it.

Both Percy and the public heaith nurse [phone 11/16/93] made
reference to Carla's seizures and her driving. Aithough Carla reports
driving her youngest son to preschool (he now receives special
services at home because preschool didn't work out), she has never
had a license to drive. The public health nurse has been unable to
confirm whether Caria actually should be taking medication. We have
been umable to determine exactly what the medication (Diiation and

Phenobarb, according to Carla and Percy) was prescribed for. Percy
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reports her family thought her seizures were "in her head," yet Carla
has such severe seizures when not medicated [PRC1], and when
struck by Percy in at least two confirmed incidenc2s. In summary, in

regards to the seizures, it is unclear how or why they occur, or if

medication is currently indicated.

Percy continues to be concerned about Carla's health. He confuses
heaith issues in this dialogue with appearance, but the general
concern is there. Summing up his feelings about Carla's health and

the effect her poor health ha; had on their life together:

| know one is that | know that the reason the she's gotten so lazy is
because of her health. And if | thought | could get some kinda
medical help that wouldn't destroy us financially, and get her health
back togsther, that would probably eliminate about 90% of our, of
our, you know. We would probably enjoy ourselves a lot better. You
know. If, one, she looked more healthier. | mean she can be a really,
uh, a attractive person. When her health is up. Sha let herself go. Her
gut bag is so huge it doesn't look a day different than when she had
Pat. Not one ounce different. And, you know, it's just, it's pathetic. It
is. The kid's almost three. It's time to do something about it. She
hasn't done nothing about it. Period. So, if | thought | could get some
kinda help somehow to get that surgery done, it'd prob'ly make our
lives a lot less stressful. We'd prob'ly enjoy ourselves a lot more. So
that'd be about the only thing. That and some mental counseling or
something. Maybe for both of us or something. (long pause)[PRC1]

Carla's health continues to be poor. She has some kind of stomach
problem that she has had throughout the interviews. Carla called
this a "herniated stomach," which is what the public health nurse

cailed her condition, also. She broke her foot outside in the yard in
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December of 1992. She called the nurse, and when unable to reach
her, calied the interviewer for this project. When this call was
returned the next day, it had been over two days since the injury had
occurred. She had not seen a doctor, because Percy *would not let"
her go, due to the resulting bills. The interviewer advised calling the
nurse and going to (hospital that serves persons with low funds), and
called the nurse. Carla did go to the hospital with her sister, Connie,
and the nurse called back that day. The nurse continues td check up,
and reports (as of 5/93) that the foot is not healing properly due to
poor care. Carla continues to site money as the issue, and this was

ccnfirmed by th: interviewer with Percv over the phone.

Finally, the issue of money and health care has been unresolved as of
5/93. The two children, John and Pat, have received medical coupons
from 1/93 through 5/93 because Percy was laid off in 12/52. Carla
reports via phone that these coupons will expire 6/93. Percy and
Carla do not receive coupons themselves, nor can they afford to

carry health insurance. (They had received health benefits through

Percy's barge loading job.)

Einance

The largest problem in this area is the lack of money that Carla and
her family have at this point. Since her husband was laid off 6
months ago, their financial ditficulties have increased. Both Carla
and Percy report Carla's inability to budget and her lack of

understanding about the checking account they hold jointly. Percy
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réports spending a year to "just get her to be able to write a check."
Carla reports that he is unhappy with her because she cannot
perform the task of household budgeting, which they both feel is a
wife's job. Carla further reports that she cannot add and subtract,

and this would confirm her difficuity with figures.

Legal

There two legal issues in Carla's interviews. The first is the
mention of what sounds like a restraining order in CRL2 against
Percy due to a physical altercation leading to an ER visit. According

to Percy, he was sent to anger management classes following police

intervention after a beating.

The second legal issue is the issue of the two CPS referrals.
Although no police or legal intervention occurred, both incidence
were precipitated by referrals to CPS by doctors in the emergency
room. Both times CPS sent the public heaith nurse out to check out
the home, and no further action was taken, resulting in a closed CPS
file (and inactive and erased, thus unavailable for data for this
study). Since the public health nurse continues to have contact
(minimal( with the family, she functions somewhat as a watch dog
for any further CPS related activity.

OTHER INFORMATION AND POSSIBLE THEMES:
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Throughout the interviews there seems to weave a thread of
information about Carla's social skills or personal attributes that
contribute or detract from her well-being. For example, her lack of
patience, Her apparent inability to stick to tasks during difficulty

(i.e. employment), her inability to handle two things at once, and a
general pattern of victimization.

As an example, here is what Percy has to say about her while
discussing her inability to sustain employment and her ability tc

follow-up on special services for their youngest son (Percy 1)

“it just boils down to that uh, she's very low _on self-esteem and she
can't push herself at all. It's amazing. It's amazed me that she's got

the kids to school, uh, this is like the fifth day that she's done it.
And it just surprises me. I'm just amazed. | don't expect it to happen.

It wouldn't surprise me if it did. If tomorrow was the last day
though. You know......

....... She's just got a low, really super low will power. She'll just
decide that she can't go outside that day or something. You know |
got a lota trouble just getting her to do anything. (long pause) She'll
stay inside this house and watch the kids and stuff. unless | come
home and take 'em somewhere and something like that, she, ghe
doesn't. she don't go anyvwhere. She won't even go out of the house. [
ust foo | ront i she' | that she' ng 1 t sick
or _something, or.. | mean | could understand that. | wouldn't want to
go fucking and tell somebody that | want to get a job or something
and not being able to physically do it you know. Because she doesn't
know if she'd gonna get a bad headache or something and that's what
causes it. As soon as the headache comes on she's gonna have a

seizure. But there's times when it goes months at a time without it
happeping.[PRC1]
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Although there is confusion here about whether Carla's seif-esteem
or lack of will power or her health is the cause of her lack of stick-

to-it-ness, there is something here.

Later in the same interview:

She's just...She's incompetent to go do things by herself. She cannot

go by herself to a job every day because she couldn't take her sister
with. (long pause) [PRC1] |

Perhaps this is a theme that will develop across a disability

category; inability to persist, inability to cope with stressors in

tandem, or an overwhelmed feeling/depression?

in addition to the more identifiable attributes listed above, and as a

possible theme, Jack of socjal maturity would seem to cover
some of this area. There are referances to Carla's temper in the

interview with Percy. For example:

About getting her up to do something. She throws such a fit over it.
Such a tantrum most the time that | just don't care to deal with it.
Throwing a fit like that it's just not worth dealing with. You know.
I'll just take the kids up here and we'll get us a hamburger so we
don't have to worry about it. [PRC 1]

Carla refers to her temper and/or frustration response in high
school:

Sometimes | did get in trouble sometimes. And uh, wel!, in the 6th
grade | got really mad, really frustrated and | threw a desk at the
teacher. (laughs) Well, she tried telling me one thing, and | thought
it was another, and it was a losing battle. And | just got really
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frustrated and | went to the principal and he took me out of class
and so... | had to go home. [CRL 1]

Carla's teacher made reference to this occasional lapse in judgment,
but seemed to think it was no big deal; giving the impression to the
interviewer that it was typical behavior. This could certainly be
true, but the fact that Carla attended a special education high school -

provides the comparison data with which the teacher was working.

Thus, this lack of social maturity or impuise control may have

affected her chances for keeping a job, this project's definition of
"success."

Academics. Handicapping Condition, and related
Programmatic Themesa

Carla attended a high school where the student body was made up
entirely of special education students. This special population could
account for her inclusion in social events and clubs such as cheer
leading and basketball. Carla's inability to read a simple book to her
son, John, her poor understanding of the fiscal matters of the
household (she cannot grasp the checking account; it took her awhile
to learn how to even write a check), and her inability to read the
forms well all confirm her deficits. Carla reports an awareness of

her poor academic skills and credits these deficits with some of her
roadblocks. |

Carla "sites poor skills for her unsuccessful employment attempts.

Although she currently reports wanting to stay home with her

e 133




26
CASE MEMO: CARLA FIRST DECADE PROJECT

6-29-93 (Carmen Hadreas)

children in spite of pressure form her husband to find a job [phone
call 12/92; CRL2] (he was laid oft in 12/92), Carla also reports a
anxiety over being able to find or be successful in a job at all. She
feels that she is unable to read or "do math* well, and that this lack
of skills prevents her from being able to do a job well, or to keep a
job. Both jobs that she has held were post school, prior to the birth
of her children. She lost both jobs, and it is unclear exactly how that
happened (she reports being fired, Percy reports that she just quit

going to her thrift store job). Of her experience at Jack-in-the-Box,
Carla says:

Well, | worked at Jack in the Box and it 's just, it got too stressful,
and........ workin' the cash register got really hard. And I'd always mess
up. I'd.. always get in trouble. And then | worked at Shop ‘N Save. And
that job didn't last too long, cuz, | hadta do lot of adding and a lota
pricing and stuff like that. And | couldn't do it cuz.... | just can't do it
(said with emphasis). | just, the adding and stuff wa real hard. |
can't really add, or read hardly. But | know things, ana um.... | can't
really read big words. ....... Sometimes it's hard to sit down with a
book. Kinda hard. But the adding and subtracting, [CRL 1]

Her husband further confirms this theme of poor skills. When talking
about her inability to handle money Percy links what he calls her
poor self-esteem with her inability to figure things out.

Her confident level in herself is real low, her self-esteem, her
ability to do things, to learn things. It took me, shit, four years just
to get her to, just to get her to figure out how to fill out a check.
Before we could, you know, how was she could help me pay the bills
around here, you know. And, uh, | got her to basically be able to do
that. And she can read, and she's got penmanship. She can write in
cursive and stuff. And it's really kinda bizarre. | can't understand
why she is limited in any way. And, um...But uh, she just doesn't take
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things in. When something is taught to her and explained to her and
something she just doesn't absorb it: [PRC1]

....... And she hasn't learned anything more than you learned by the
fourth grade. You know how to write cursive in the fourth grade, you
know. About as good as she does. [PRC 1]

Poor academic skills and a general slowness have hurt her in terms

of employment, as well as in her fiscal management, and in turn in
her relationship with her husband.

Ac _Ava

it seems that Carla would qualify for a variety of services. For
example, SSI, student services at a community college, special
education services and/or Head start for her c'hildren, VR, or
services from DDD. However, prior to my entrance into her life, she
was unaware of most of these, with the exception of SSI, which her
father, step-mother, and sister, Cari, had been receiving. | contacted
the school district that they live in and helped coordinate testing
for her children; Pat qualified for special education, and John will
receive full-day kindergarten in the fall. | also heiped Carla call
DDD, and she has completed the testing for admission into their
program. Also, the public health nurse will be visiting her home on a
regular basis to assist her with the day-to-day health needs of her
children and herself. These were simple and quick calls, and have
taken a minimum of effort to do. There is something here about two
things- 1.) Why is she unaware of the existence of these services?

Is there an absence of transition planning or coordination of post-
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school services unique to this case, or is this typical? and 2.) |s
there a place where case management is available for this family as
a unit? We have more than one special needs person in this four
person family. Carla's ability to generalize Phenobarb and ammonia
as both poisons, her lack of understanding about household finances
(she just learned how to write a check, and cannot figure $ out), she
wants the best for her children, but doesn't know how to get day or
testing for free schooling, and Percy's report that she is unable to
get it together to grocery shop and cook from a recipe all may be
things that case management can assist her with. The public health
nurse agrees with that, and her visit are helping Carla keep her
children safe and healthy. Carla does call the nurse wheri she needs
help (although if the nurse is unavailable right then or doesn't call
her back quickly, Carla is impatient), so it appears that she is
capable of accessing services when she needs them and knows about
them. Is the lack of services part of a poor transition plan, or is it

related to Percy's explanation of Carla just being lazy?

Parenting (explored further in later memos)
Carla has a well developed sense of what she feels her roles are. For
example, when talking about what she does all day, she talked at

length about what a "wife does."

| take care of my husband, and............. | clean house, make dinner for
him, and wash his clothes, have his clothes ready for him, and....just

basic things, nothing different.... that a wife doesn't do. (laugh) all
the wife things. [CRL 1]
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This thought process of having firm roles and ideas about the way
things “should be done” is also evident in her assessment of her own
parenting. In interviews 1 and 2, Carla talked to the issue of her
bond with her sons. In observation, she is loving and kind toward
both of the boys. The public health nurse also feels that Carla is a
loving and kind parent. Yet Carla feels that she is different toward

each child, and she explains that difference in this piece of dialogue.
“...like | was telling the nurse, there's not really a bond between me
and John. Because | got And | spend a lot of time with Pat and John
is, you know, daddy's boy (hmmhmm). That's what he really looks
forward to. His Dad....they go places and stuff. Me and Pat just
hmmm, it's kinda hard cuz......... | spend more time with Pat and not
very much time with my older son. We're not really that close. But,

you know, Percy and John are really close. | don'’t feel so bad then.
But, | think they do."[CRL 1]

Finally, Carla reports poor control over her children; they listen to
Percy. Even with Pat, with whom she reports a close bond, she

reports not knowing what to do when he gets tough to handle (Pat is
2 at the time of CRL2).

He beats his head on the floor--...or the cement if he is outside
playing, and it kinda makes me mad because if he hasn't got no
control--so when he gets mad, it's over. He bangs his head on the
table or anything hard. [CRL2, 36-46]
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TAMLE ¢4
(Continned)
Postsecondary Education M-F MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND
1990 Cohort
Year |
MMR s 0 — 8 2 28 p<.001 p<.0001 p< .05 p<.00l
LD 67 2 37 19 S 2
ND 103 81 79 6 4 N
Year2
MMR 5 1 20 8 0 -— p<.05 p<.000) p<.001 p< 0001
LD 67 19 28 19 2 1
ND 103 80 8 65 45 &
1985 Cohort
Year 6
MMR 10 0 - 9 1 1 p < .08 p< .08 p < 001
LD 61 12 20 27 0 —~ p<.0!
ND 107 39 3% 6 20 33
Year 7
MMR 10 0 - 9 1 1 p< .05 p < .08
LD 6l 9 15 27 2 7
ND 107 29 27 6 17 28
Engagement M-F MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND
1990 Cohont
Year |
MMR 3 g w0 8 ¢ % p<05 p<.00l  p<.001 p< 001 p< .0l
LD 67 56 84 19 15 M
ND 104 102 98 65 64 98
Year2
MMR 5 3 & 8 2 28 p < .05 p<.001 p<.000]
LD 67 §7 8 19 13 68
ND 104 95 91 65 64 98
TABLE 4
(Continned)
Engagement (continued) M-F MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND
1985 Cohon
ear 6 .
“ihm 10 6 60 9 6 p< .08 p< .05 p< .05 p< 00
LD 62 §7 92 27 17 63 p< 00
ND 107 98 9 62 58 93
Year? .
MMR 10 6 6 9 § 56 p<.08 p<.00] p<
LD @ sT 91 2 20 M p< .08
ND 107 104 97 62 55 8 p< OS
Independent Residence M-F MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND MMR-LD MMR.ND LD-ND
1990 Cohon
\v ] <« l
e:;MR s 1] 20 8 2 25 p < 001 p< 0
LD 67 20 30 19 2 N
ND 104 o) 58 65 29 45
Year2
MMR b 120 8 228 p< 01
LD 67 28 38 19 6 32
ND 1) 6] 59 65 3 SS
1985 Cohort
Year 6 .
MMR W03 M 9§ se pe O
LD 62 W M 19N
ND 107 T 8S 62 4l ok
Year
MMR HA 1w 9 4 4 pe 08
LD 62 RIS . R B
ND e 36 A 48 M
19
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|
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TABLE ¢
(Continued)

Graduation

M-F

MMR-LD MMR:ND LD-ND

MMR-LD MMR:-ND LD-ND

1985 Cohont

Year 6
MMR
LD
ND

Year 7
MMR
LD
ND

10
62
107

10
62
1

24
58

10
k)|
45

10
39
54

Bow

w oo w
TER

28y

p<.05

p<.05

p<.01

p < .08 p<.0l

p<.05 p< .0l p<.00l

Credentials

M-F

MMR.LD MMR-ND LD-ND

MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND

1985 Cohort

Centif. or Lic.

MMR

LD

ND
AA

MMR

LD

ND
BA

MME

ND -

10
62
107

10
62
107

10
107

17
16

0

o

10
27
15

‘TABLE 4
(Continued)

p < .05

p < .0001 p < .05 p < .001

Parenting

M-

F

MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND

MMR-LD MMR-ND LD-ND

1990 Cohont
Year |
MMR
LD
ND
Year 2
MMR
LD
ND
1985 Cohort
Year 6
MMR

67
104

67
104

10

107

1
[\N
107

— 2 =

- 1D

15
1

p< .05

pe
p <

08
om

p < 08

p(

p<

e

RN
on
01

p< 08

p< .0 p< 08 p< 0

pe M)

I (L3N}
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Appendix 8

The Post-School Status of High School Graduates with Learning
Disabilities a Decade After Graduation
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Abstract

This longitudinal study examined the post high school
gractuation status of the 1985 and 1990 graduating classes from 3
large school districts in the Northwest United States. Both cohorts
included all of the graduates who were identified as learning
disabled (N=289) in their respective graduating classes and a
stratified random sample of non disabled graduates from these same
graduating classes (N=611). A computer assisted telephone survey
instrument was developed to slicit information on the employment,
attending post-secondary education programs, and parenting status
of the graduates. These interview took place unce a year for a
duration of five years beginning in 1991. Results on employment
rates indicated that, ac a group, students identified as learning
disabled were employed at a rate that was competitive in relation to
their non disabled peers. Results on engagement rates (employed
and/cr in school) indicated that students identified as learning
disabled had a significantly lower engagement rate than their non
disabled peers. Results on engagement with mothering inciuded
ndicated that students identified as learning disabled had a
significant y lower engagement rate during some of the post
graduation years and an equal or higher engagement rate in other

years as compared to their non disabled peers. These results
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indicate that post school status of youth identified as learning
disabled, as well as their status as compared with their non

disabled peers, is dependent upon the variables under study.
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The Post-School Status of High School Graduates with Learning
Disabilities A Decade After Graduation

The general consensus in the field of special education is that
special education graduates experience less favorable post-school
outcomes than their non disabled peers. This belief has been
reinforced by numerous follow-up studies of special education
graduates and har resulted in the Transition Initiative and other
Federal and State level actions with the focus on improving the post
school outcomes of special education youth. We applaud these
efforts and believe special educators and others need to continue
these efforts. However, we believe new data are available that call
into question some of the fundamental beliefs of the special
education field. The purpose of this article is provide a new data set
on youth with learning disabilities whe have been out of high school
for ten years.

Review of the Literature

Employment

There 'are a number of studies that have examined the post-
graduation employment status of adults who have been identified as
disabled. The most extensive of these, Wagn:r et al. (1992), included
an original sample of more than 8,000 youth identified as disabled;

cf this original sample, a nationally representative subset of post-
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secondary school students (n=1,750 to 1,950; n changed according to
area studied) was sampled. Data were collected on these youth after
they had been out of school from O to 2 years and again after they
had been out from 3 to 5 years. At the time of the first interview,
data were collected on 337 adults who had been identified as
learning disabled (LD), 59.2% were emp.oyed either full or part time
during the previous year. At the time of the second interview (3 to 5
years post-graduation), 70.8% of the LD youth (n = 322) had been
employed during the previous year. The researchers then analyzed
the data by gender and found that female LD aduits had lower
employment rates at each interview, 44.3% for O to 2 years out and
52.4% for 3 to 5 years out, than males 63.9% for 0 to 2 years out and
76.9% for 3 to 5 years out.

In another large scale study of post-graduate status in Iowa,
Sitlington and Frank (1990) examined the outcomes of 909 adults
who were identified as learning disabled and who had been out of
school for one year. These researchers found that 77% of the adults
were employed. When gender was considered, females had a lower
employment rate of 66% than males 81%. In 1995, Frank, Sitlington
and Carson again examined the employment status of these LD
graduates after they had been out of school for 3 years. These later

findings indicated that 85% of the LD graduates were employed
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Schalock et al. (1986) examined the employment status of 65
graduates who had been identified as learning disabled from 10
rural Nebraska schools. These graduates had been out of school from
1 to 5 years. A majority (72%) of the graduates reported being
employed.

In a Washington D.C. area school district, Scuccimarra and
Speece (1990) observed that of the 65 LD graduates iﬁ their study,
78.5% were employed 2 ycars out of high school. These findings
were then analyzed by gender where it was found that females had
an employment rate of 52.4% while males, as a group, were
employed 90.9% of the time.

Another study, Shapiro and Lentz (1991), examined the
employment rates of youth identified as learning disabled who had
participated in a vocational-technical education program prior to
high school graduation. These youth were compared with a second
group of vocational-technical education students (non disabled) as
well as a regular education group (non disabled). Two cohorts of
graduates were interviewed at the time of graduation and again at 6,
12, and 24 months following high school graduation. Th:se
researchers found that the employment rates for the learning
disabled graduates ranged from 51% at graduation to 91% two years

after graduation for cohort 1, and for the LD graduates in cohort 2
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the range was from 73% at graduation to 93% one year after
graduation (Note: these rates excluded all subjects who were enrolled
in 2 and 4 year colleges as well as subjects who were in the military
full time).

Lastly, Haring and Lovett (1990) studied the post-school
employment outcomes of 129 adults in the Southwest United States
who had been identified as disabled. Of these youth 64 were
learning disabled and they had an employment rate of 64% with
females again employed at a lower rate (48%) than males (75%).

These studies found generally similar employment rates for
youth labeled learning disabled up to 5 years after graduation from
high school. Taken as a whole the ¢c.aployment rates for LD
graduates varied from 59% to 85%, with the higher rates being
associated with those youth who had been out of high school for a
longer period of time. Males with learning disabilities always had
higher employment rates than females with learning disabilities: for
males the range was 64% to 90% and for female the range was 44% to
66%.

Engagement

In addition to examining the employment status of youth

identified as learning disabled we also examine the engagement rates

of these youth. Sitlington and Frank (1990) defined “engagement” as
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someone who was a homemaker, student, or in job training. Of the
total number of LD youth who were questioned regarding
employment in their study, 77% were employed and an additional 9%
were meaningfully engaged one year out of high school.

Parenting

Wagner et al. (1992) examined the post-graduate parenting
status of youth who had been out of school from 3 to 5 years. Of the
adults who had been identified as learning disabled, 27% were
parenting, with females parenting at a higher rate (50%), than males
(19%).

Sitlington and Frank (1990) also reported the “homemaker”
status of 880 learning disabled graduates who had been out of high
school for one year. Their findings indicated that 2% of those
interviewed described themselves as homemakers. (Note: these data

were not reported by gender)

Current Study

The primary focus of the current study is on the post school
employment status, and engagement status (employed and/or
attending school or training) of graduates who have been identified
as learning disabled. Additionally, we examine the related issue of
mothering.  Specifically, we examine the post-school engagement

rates of graduates and then we add mothering to this category as an
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additional engagement activity (employed and/or in school or
training and/or moihering). Our primary research questions are:

1. Are there differences in the employment rates of youth
with learning disabilities as compared with non disabled youth
during the first ten years after high school graduation?

2. Are there differences in the engagement rates (employed
and/or in school or training) of youth with learning disabilities as
compared to non disabled youth during the first ten years after high
school graduation?

3. Are there differences in engagement rates when mothering
is added to ehgagement (employed and/or in school or training
and/or mothering) of youth with learning disabilities as compared to
non disabled youth during the first ten years after high school
graduation?

Method

The data set used in this study is part of a larger study entitled
The First Decade Project which has been discussed elsewhere (Levine
& Edgar, 1994; 1995). The data set consists of two cohorts of
graduates (1985 and 1990) from three school districts in the
Northwest Uaited States. All the special education gradqates from

these three school districts for the two year cohorts and a contrast
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group of randomly selected non-disabled graduates from the same
graduating classes and the same districts were selected. In the
Autumn of 1990 letters from the special education directors of the
three school districts werc sent to all the parents of the graduates
requésting their participation in the study and requesting their
informed consent. For those parents who did not respond to the
initial letter a follow-up telephone call was made requesting their
participation. Informea consent was obtained for all of the parents
and graduates who participated in the study. The study reported in
this article only addresses the n.n-disabled graduates (Original
n=611) and the graduates with learning disabled (Original n= 289).
Missing subjects plague all longitudinal studies. There are two
primary sources of missing subjects: those who were eligible for
participation but who never were part of the study because they
refused to participate or they could not be located; and those who
participated in part of the study and then dropped out because they
chose not to participate or they moved and could not be located.
After analyzing the attrition data the only significant
differences were with the 1990 cohc-t in that the non-disabled
group had a lower contact rate than the LD group and more males
with LD were contacted than females with LD. An analysis of the

attrition data (those subjects who dropped out of the study between
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year 1 and year 5) showed that for the 1990 cohort there was a
significant attrition of non disabled males who were employed in the
first interview. The low initial contact rates with the non disabled
graduates was due to an erroneous decision to add subjects to the
initial list when we experienced difficulty contacting the subjects.
Thus the non disabled population is different from the special
education group in that the non disabled graduates were those who
were easier to .initially contact than were the special education
subjects. The basic data on these two cohorts are found in Table 1.
[Insert Table 1 here]

Design

We have combined the data from the three school districts
after we conducted an analysis that indicated there were no
significant differences in the data sets between the three districts.
Also of import is the fact that we report data for a ten year time
period using two discrete cohorts of subjects. The first five years
after graduation from high school are represented by the 1990
graduating class and the second five years after high school
graduation (years 6-10) are represented by the 1985 graduating
class. The :cader will have to determine if this representation is
justifiable. This technique is a modification of a technique used by a

National Institute of Justice study (Earls & Reiss, 1994) designated as
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an accelerated longitudinal study. In this technique different age
cohorts are studied simultaneously in a longitudinal manner with the
end of one age cohort overlapping the beginning age of the
subsequent cohort by the end of the studv. We have not presente.d
overlapping data points between the two cohorts so our data
presentation differs significantly from that of the National Institute

of Justice study. Readers will have to decide if our design warrants

the juxtaposition of our data.
Procedure

The data for this study were collected over a five year period
(1991-1995) using telephone interviews with the parents of the
graduates. The interviews were incorporated into a computer
assisted program that allowed the interviewer to enter the data
directly into the database. Reliability checks were conducted each
year during which time a supervisor coded an interview
concurrently with an interviewer and an agreement analysis was
conducted for each coded interview. There were a minimum of four
such checks for each interviewer each year of the study. The
agreement percentages for these interviews ranged from 98% to 99%
with a medium agreement of $8% for 49 reliability checks. The
information requested in the interviews focused on the post-sc..: ol

status of the graduates: current employment, hours worked, wages,

1&6
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benefits, attendance of post-secondary education programs and
graduation from such programs, degree earned, marital status,
number of children and current living situation. In an earlier article
on this data set, Levine & Edgar (1994), we determined high rates of
agreement between the self-report of the graduate and the report of
other informants on the following variables: employment, attending
post-secondary education programs, marital status, parenting, and
place of residence. Low agreement was found for: hours worked,
salary, and benefits (the primary reason for this low agreement was
that the other informants did not know the correct response).
Results
Question 1. Are there differences in the employment rates
of youth with learning disabilities as compared with non
disabled youth during the first ten years after high school
graduation?

First we analyzed the employment ra.tes for the non-disabled
graduates and the graduates with learning disabilities for the entire
ten years of data (see figure 1) (Note: the 1990 graduates are
represented in the first five years and the 1985 graduates are
represented in years 6-10). These data were then analyzed by chi-
square analysis using an SPSS statistical program. The only

significant difference in the employment rates were found in year 10
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(see Table 2). In year 10, the non-disabled graduates had a
significantly higher employment rate than the learning disabled
graduates.

[Insert Figure 1 here]

Next, we analyzed the same data for females by category and
males by categorv (see Figure 2). For the females, the non disabled
females were employed at a significantly higher rate than the
females with learning disabilities in years 4, 5, and 10 (see Table 2).
For males, the males with learning disabilities were emploved at a
significantly higher rate than the males without disabilities in year 2.

We then analyzed the data by gender within category. For the
learning disability group males were employed at a significantly
higher rate than females in years 5, 6, 8, and 10. For the non
disabled group, females were employed at a significantly higher rate
during years 1, 2, and 4 but by year 10, the non disabled inales were
employed at a significantly higher rate than the non disabled
females.

[Insert Figure 2 here]
[Insert Table 2 here]
Question 2: Are there differences in the engagement rates

(employed and/or in school or training) of youth with
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learning disabilities as compared with non disabled youth
during the first ten years after high school graduation?

After completing our analysis on employment w- then ran the
same analysis on engagement rates. The first comparison, by
categery, is represented graphically in Figure 3. These data were
then analyzed by chi-square comparisons using an SPSS statistical
program (see Table 3). After adding school or training to
employment there was only one year (year 8) that was not
significant in favor of the non disabled graduates.

[Insert Figure 3 here]

Next, we analyzed the engagement rates for females by
category, for males by category, and by gender within category (see
Figure 4). For the females by category comparison the non disabled
females had a significantly higher engagement rate than the females
with learning disabilities in years 1 to 6 and in year 9. For the males
by category comparison non disabled males had a significantly
higher engagement rate than the males with learning disabilities in
years 1, 3, 4, 5, and 10. By gender within category for the graduates
with learning disabilities, males had a significantly higher
engagement rate than the females in years 5, 6, and 8. For the non

disabled group there was only one year, year 10, that was significant

1&9
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In this year (10), non disabled males had a significantly higher
engagement rate than the non disabled females.
[Insert Figure 4 here]

(Insert Table 3 here]

Question 3: Are there differences in engagement rates,
when mothering is added as engaged (employed, and/or in
school or training and/or mothering) of youth with learning
disabilities as compared to non disabled youth during the
first ten years after high school graduation?

For our final analysis we added motherinz to our engaged
category. In order to be considered a mother the female graduate
had to have one or more, of her birth children, living with ner at the
time of interview. In addition to examining the percentage of
mothers by category, we also examined the percentage of mothers
who were receiving public assistance. (Note: In year 1 (1990 cohort)
less than 1% of the nondisabled males were parenting while 3% of
learning disabled‘males were parenting; in year 5 less than 1% of
the nondisabled males were parenting while 8% of the learning

disabled males were parenting; by year 10 (1985 cohort) 11% of the

nondisabled males were parenting while 23% of the
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learning disabled males were parenting. There were no cases of
fathers receiving public assistance).

Overall, females with learning disabilities had a much higher
rate of mothering compared to the non disabled females. For the
1990 cohort between 17% and 33% of females identified as learning
disabled were mothering as compared to between 2% and 12% of the
non disabled graduates over a 5 year period. In addition to having a
higher mothering raté, the mothers with learning disabilities were
also receiving public assistance at a higher rate than the non disabled
mothers. For the 1990 graduates the LD mothers receiving public
assistance ranged from 50% to 75% while none of the non disabled
mothers were receiving public assistance.

For the 1985 cohort (years 6-10) between 54% to 58% of
females with learning disabilities were mothering while non disabled
females were mothering at a lower rate (range 12% to 25%). Again,
when public assistance was considered, the mothers with learning
disabilities were receiving funds at a higher rate (range 21% to 40%)
than the nondisabled mothers (range 8% to 13%) over the 5 year
period (see table 4) (Note: There were four years in which someone
other than a mother was receiving public assistance in years 1, 4 and

6 one female identified as learning disabled was receiving assistance,
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and in years 4 and 8 there was one male identified as learning
disabled who was receiving public assistance).
[Insert Table 4 here]

After including mothering as engaged we reran chi-squares
using an SPSS statistical program. Our first analysis on engagement
with mothering was by category. Percentages of engagement by
category are represented graphically in Figure 5. For the category
comparison, years 1 to 5 and year 10 were significant in favor of the
non disabled graduates.

[Insert Figure 5 here]

Next, we recomputed all of the gender comparisons that
involved females (Note: male only comparisons did not change from
analysis 2). The gender by category engagement rates with
mothering are represented by Figure 6. The female by categofy chi-
square comparison indicated that there were two years, 4 and 5, that
were significant in favor of the non disabled graduates. For the chi-
square comparisons on gender within category on graduates there
were no significant differences between males and females with
learning disabilities. For the gender within category comparison on
the non disabled graduates there were no significant differences

between males and females without disabilities (see Table $§).
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[Insert Figure 6 here]
[Insert Table 5 here]
Discussion

There are a number of serious limitations with our data. For
example, we know that a large number, perhaps as large as 40%, of
youth identified as learning disabled fail to graduate from high
school. We present no data on this significant group of students.
These non completers are a serious problem and our guess is that
they are not employed at as high a rate as the graduates who were
labeled as learning disabled. A second problem is related to missing
subjects. While it is true that most longitudinal research has subject
attrition, this does diminish our concern for the effect that :hese
missing subjects had on our findings.

There are several strengths of this study. First, data are
presented -on youth up to ten years after graduation from high
school. Secondly, data are reported on the year by year status of the
youth without mixing data from several years. Thirdly, a group of
youth not labeled as disabled, who attended the same high schools,
graduated in the same years, and lived in the same communities are
included to provide a comparison group for the youth with learning
disabilities. The reader is cautioned to keep these weaknesses (and

strengths) in mind when evaluating the results and our discussion.

0
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Whatever we have found can best be described as relating to youth
with learning disabilities who graduate from high school and are
willing (and able) to stay in a longitudinal research study for five
years. While we cannot describe how these youth differ from those
who do not graduate or stay in a research study our guess is that

there are substantial differences between these two groups of youth.

Employment .

Comparing the employment rates over the ten years of the
data collection it appears that the overall employment rate of the
learning disabled group is comparable to the employment rate of
non disabled group. In the 1990 cohort, graduates who were
identified as learning disabled had a range in employment rates from
60% to 72% throughout the 5 year time period while the nondisabled
graduates had a range in employment from 59% to 79% throughout
this same time. In the 1985 cohort, graduates with learning
disabilities had a range in employment rates from 73% to 85% while
the non disabled graduates had a range in employment rates that
ranged from 79% to 88%. The employment rates for youth with
learning disabilities in this study are comparable to the rates
reported in earlier studies. The comparison with the non disabled

groups, however, allows for the conclusion that the youth with

learning disabilities are not doing significantly worse than their non
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disabled peers. Furthermore, these findings indicate that all youth
experience relatively high unemployment rates during the first
decade after graduation from high school.

When these data were analyzed by gender, the males with
learning disabilities had an employment rate that was higher than
their nondisabled male peers in years 1 thru 8 (reaching 83% in year
8). Even in years 9 and 10, when many of the non disabled males
had completecd college, there were no significant differences in the
employment rates for the male by category comparison.

In contrast to the males, the females with learning disabilities
had substantially lower employment rates than the other subjects in
the study, including the females without disabilities. In fact, there
was no year where they had an equal or greater rate of employment
than the other graduates. In two of the years the females with
learning disabilities had extreme variation in their employment
rates, a low of 33% in year 5, and a high of 80% in year 7, but the
majority of years (excluding years 5 and 7) ranged from 55% to 65%
employment. These employment rates are also similar to the earlier
reported studies and this does raise the issue of some sort of gender
biases for women with learning disabilities. This conclusion is
substantially different from that drawn from an earlier report on a

subset of these data (Levine and Edgar, 1995) when it appeared that
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there were no significant differences between males and females
with learning disabilities.

While we were somewhat pleased with this initial outcome of
competitive employment rates on the part of the LD graduates, and
the LD males in particular, we also realized that employment as a
measure of post-school status may have been an inadequate
indicator of the post-school success of young adults. Two questions
related to employment that need to be addressed are
earnings/income and type of gmployment (part time/full time). This
is a complex analysis and we are preparing another report that
addresses the issues of earnings and part time/full time employment
for the employed graduates. Employment rates, in isolation also do
not address the issue of those youth who are attending some form of
post-secondary education. This se:med especially true for the first
five years following high school graduation, because a large number
of non disabled graduates were not accounted for by the measure of

employment.

Engagement

When data on those youth who were attending post-secondary
school cr training programs were added tc the analysis the non
disabled graduates showad superior engagement rates in adult

behaviors. This clear difference between the graduates by category
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was entirely attributable to the post-secondary school and training
rates of the non disabled graduates. When considering engagement
with college and or training added to employment we now found that
the graduates identified as learning disabled in the 1990 cohort had
a range in engagement from 79% to 81% while the ncndisabled
graduates had engagement 1ates that ranged from 94% to 98%. For
the 1985 cohort the results were similar with the engagement rates
for the LD graduates ranging from 76% to 88% while the nondisabled
graduates engagement rates ranged from 9% to 95%. With the
addition of post secondary schooi or training attendance to
employment the graduates with learning disabilities now appeared
to be doing less well than their non disabled peers.

This also held true for the gender comparisons, males with
learning disabilities, who had been employed at a rate that was
similar to their nondisabled peers, were epgaged a lower rate than
both the nondisabled females and males in every year except year 8.
In that year (8) males with learning disabilities had an engagement
rate of 95% which was higher than the engagement rate of the
nondisabled females (86%) and nondisabled males (94%). For the
females with learning disabilities the addition of school or training to

employment (engaged) served to further increase the disparity

‘between them and their rondisabled peers.

18y
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This analysis indicated that the LD group, as a whole ‘and by
gender, were attending post-secondary programs at a much lower
rate than their non disabl:d peers across the ten years following
graduation. These lower post-school attendance rates of the
graduates identified as learning disabled indicate that they are not
gaining the skills (through education) that will lead to added success
in the futare. We suspect that over the long run, differences in
employment (especially in the quality of employment) would
continue to grow in favor of the non disabled graduates. Part of this
question can be addressed by conducting an analysis of college
graduates to non graduates on employment rates and levels of
earnings. This analysi's is complex as comparisons need to be made
between youth who attended and did not graduate from college to
those youth who graduated as well as to youth who never attended.
Other analysis would need to include comparisons by type of post-
secondary program (A.A. degree versus B.A. versus specialized
vocational training). These data will be reported in a future
manuscript.

E ith Motheri

Mothering is a valued adult activity, therefore, it was an

essential addition to the category of engagement. When this variable

was added as an engaged activity the overall engagement rate of the
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graduates identified as learning disabled for the 1990 cohort
increased but remained significantly lower than the engagement
rates of the non disabled graduates. For the 1985 cohort, however,
the addition of mothering to engagement had the effect of increasing
the engagement with mothering status of the learning disabled
graduates substantially. In fact, the engagement with mothering
rétes of the graduates identified as learning disabled (1985 cohort)
now ranged from 85% to 95% which was much more competitive
with that of the non disabled graduates (range 92% to 97%).

When we further analyzed these data by gender, females with
learning disabilities had an engagement status that was competitive
with the ncn disabled females and males. But now the males with
learning disabilities evidenced the lowest rates of engagement.

One concern that does arise from these data is the
disproportionately higher mothering rate among females with
learning disabilities as compared with the non disabled females. This
concern is confounded by the fact that a larger percentage of these
mothers were receiving public assistance (see Table 4). While this is
obviously a value laden issue, it is one that deserves further
attention. We believe that the high rate of parenting coupled with
high incidences of public assistance among mothers with learning

disabilities can be viewed as a negative outcome. Many of these

Q R
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young women are single parents without partners. In the 1990
cohort (years 1-5) 100% of the mothers were single in years 1 thru 3;
in year 4 , 84% were single; and in year 5, 77% were single. For the
1985 graduates (years 6-10) the single parenting status of the
learning disabled females ranged from 36% to 46%. These higl
incidences of mothering, public assistance, and single parenting
among females with learning disabilities is discouraging. While it is
true that parenting is a valued adult activity, early parenting is
highly associated with other negative life circumstances and we
recommend that further attention be given to this issue in order to
decrease the early parenting rate of young women with learning
disabilities.
Conclusion

These data provide the first long-term view of the post high
school status of youth identified as learning disabled and their non
disabled peers. Surprisingly, graduates identified as learning
disabled, as a group, do not have significantly different employment
rates as compared to their non disabled peers. Furthermore, malies
with learning disabilities are employed at rates that are highly
competitive with that of their non disabled peers. There are,
however, significant differences in the attendance of post-secondary

training programs in favor of the non disabled graduates. Finally,

ERIC 207




Post-School Status 27

the females wiili learning disabilities are under-employed and
parenting at a high rate.

Do these data indicate ttat special education is broken and in
need of major reform? We think not. Do these data indicate that
special education as currently conceived is successful? We think not.
These data cannot be used to answer those questions. Unfortunately,
similar data have been used by some in the past to justify reform
movements or new initiatives. The use of data such as these for
those purposes is not justified. What we can conclude from these
data is that graduates with learning disabilities are doing pretty well
on the measure of employment when compared to graduates without
learning disabilities throughout the first ten years following
graduation from high school. Furthermore, the measures of
engagement indicate that graduates with learning disabilities are
doing less well than their non disabled peers but they are surely not
doing poorly by comparison.

If these outcomes are good, bad, or neutral, they can hardly be
attributed to the quality (or lack of quality) of the special education
programs. To address that question, further studies need to collect
data on high school drop outs and the specific content and quality of
the high school programs attended by the youth (see: Shapiro &

Lentz 1991). These procedures will undoubtedly need to incorporate
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qualitative as wel! as quantitative techniques. Techniques of this
nature will be an expensive underiaking. Policy makers and
researchers need to think carefully about the possible benefits from
further studies of this nature and consider alternative methods to
address the post-school status of graduates with disabilities and the

effectiveness of special education programs.

S




Post-School Status 29

REFERENCES

Earis, F. J., & Reiss, A. J. (1994). Breaking the cycle: Predicting and
preventing crime. National Institute of Justice Research Report.
U. S. Department of Justice: Washington D. C. NCJ 140541.

Frank, A.R., Sitlington, P.L. & Carson, R.R. (1995). Young aduits with
behavioral disorders: a comparison with peers with mild
disabilities. Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 3(3),
156-164.

Haring, K.A. & Lovett, D.L. (1990). A follow-up study of special
education graduates. The Journal of Special Education, 2.3(4),
463-477.

Levine, P. & Edgar, E. (1994). An analysis of respondent agreement in
follow-up studies of graduates of speéial and reguiar education
programs. Exceptional Children, 60(4), 334-343.

Levine, P. & Edgar, E. (1995). An analysis by gender of long-term
postschool outcomes for youth with and without disabilities.
Exceptional Children, §1(3), 282-300.

Schalock, R.L., Wolzen, B., Ross, i., Elliott, B., Werbel, G., &

Peterson, K., (1986). Post-secondary community placemant of




Post-School Status 30

handicapped students: a five year follow-up. Learning Disability
Quarterly. 9, 295-303.

Scuccimarra, D. & Speece, D. (1990). Employment outcomes and
social integration of students with mild handicaps: The quality of
life two years after high school. Journal of Learning Disabilities.
23(4), 213-219.

Shapiro, E.S. & Lentz JR., F. E. (1991). Vocational-technical
programs: follow-up of students with learning disabilities.
Exceptional Children, 58(1), 47-59-l

Sitlington, P.L. & Frank, A.R. (1990). Are adolescents with learning
disabilities successfully crossing the bridge into aduit life?
Learning Disability Quarterly, 13(1), 97-111.

Wagner, M., Newman, L., D'Amico, R., Jay, E.D., Butler-Nalin, P.,
Marder, C., & Cox, R. (1991). Youth with disabilities: How are
they doing? The first comprehensive report from the national
longitudinal transition study of special education students.
Menio Park, CA: SRI International.

Wagner, M. (1992). Being female--A secondary disability? Gender
differences in the transition experiences of young people with

disabilities. Menlo Park, CA: SRl International.




_SoOf

(s¥) g6 (6) 61t (sv) <6 602 ale

(2¥) 65 (¢g) ¢ (€S) #L ovl ajewa
(S¥) ¥St (L) 92 (8Y) 691 6vE Anpgesig oN
(9p) 85 (6) L1 (6¥) 9g G2l ale

(s5) 92 (2 (evy) o2 LY sjewod

(6v) 8 () 2t (vv) oL 2L Aungesig Buiuieen
(€9) 1Ot (2) 11 (te) oS 291 aleN
(Lt9) 09 (6) 6 (og) o¢ 66 ajewad

(29) 19t (8) o2 (te) o8 192 Auiiqesiq oN
(v2) 9 (8) ¢ (8L) &I 98 alew
(85) 8t () 2 (GE) 1t L ajewea4
(0L) 28 (8) 6 (22) 92 Lt Aujiqesig Buiusesn
(%) U (%) U (%) U N SHTETS
pajoejuo) : >_:.:.m pajed:-ilied muou.cou

Alinysseoong ayly ya J8A3N a|q1ss0d

| ejgqel

Q

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

r




T eeW =N SeWay = po[aEsIp-UoU = (N PaIqesip DUIes] = g TUBSIIUBIS 10U = SUTTI0" > d *ve 10T > 0+« 50" > d+ BN

-99'6= X +92)= TX su 196'6= X DA 0t
su su su su su 6
su «26°G6= X su su su 8
su su su su su l
su *28'p= X su su su 9

(5861) 1 1IoUdD
su saxp pi= X su «%x89°02= ZX su S

«16p= X su su «2l'¢g= X su v
su su su su su £

waf )= X su rip'g= X su su c

g2 = X su su su su i

(0661) ¢ WoUd)H

WONSAJ AN WaTsAiddl  WANSAWQT ~ JAaNsAJaT  AONSAOT sk
suosiiedwos) iapueyn uosyedwo)
. KioBejen

¢ -9|qey

O

IC

E

§
3
H
;
;

s




o
I {
-\:‘ J

R €
OlRW =W 3EWs) = pajqesip-tou = ‘0N "PoIqesip Buures] =g BU=3U[00 >d~++ 10 >d+ G0 >d+ 80N
Op'p= X su +98°G= 7 su g€ 8= X 0l
su su su rh19= X »29°L=TX 6
su vxQLg= X su su su 8
su su su su 29'p= X ¢
su sxpg L= X su +»6L0b= X 1p9'p=TX 9
_ (5gs1) T 100o)
su x=g}'6= X «p2p= X wrefL L= TX «nx8G b= S
su su «+p9'8= TX rer0 L= X «+398'02= X 12
su su «09'9= X +=96'9= X rxp0' €= X €
su su su w220 Lb= TX ++90°04= X 2
su su exe8pgt= TX +xGL'6= TX weege 1E= X 3
0861y ¢ WoUuo)
WaN SAJ0N WATsAddT WONSAWAaT JONSAIQT ON SA QT ~Tesk
suosjiedwo) 1apuarn uosyiedwo)
KioBeje)n

€ o|qel

R

£
z
1
H
i




T TBIeWa] = JTpejqesIp-uou = QN "PS[qEsTp BuTuIesr =0T SIoN

TR T T URE) TS A I T 1) -1 S 65 92 0T
8 1 (ov) 9 (02) 2 (85) SI 65 92 6
() (9e) S (51) 6 (vS) vi 6S 92 8
€ (12) € (¥1) 8 (vS) vl 6S 92 L
(82) ¢ (9e) s (ey) ¢ (vS) v 85 92 9
(0 o (08) ¢ (2y) ¢ (ee) 9 09 8t S
(0 o (0s) € () v (ce) 9 09 8t v
@ o (0s) € €) ¢ (ee) 9 09 8} )
0 o (s) € (2 (22) ¢ 09 8t 2
0 o (99) 2 @ (y) € 09 8t |
(%) U (%) U %) U (%) U U u — 183X
4 AN 4 a1 4 OGN 4 al 4 AN 1 a1
aouelsissy alqnd
Buialaoay sisyjon ~ Buypseyiow sojewad |ejol

Tes X pue AIoba] g S3OUL PUE SISUIOW JO SIDEIUddIad pue 1quinN
v ejqel
o |

E

R i Text Provided by ERIC
A




—--t
-
‘-Q
-

S W aEWa) = J HaIqesp-usy = N "Polaesip Bun ¢3] = 7 TUBDIIUBIS 10U = SU 100 > d+++ 10 >+« 50 >d¢ BI0N

su su su «.20'L= X 0}
su su su su 6
SuU Su su Su 8
su su su Su l
su su su su 9
(5861) 1 WIoUs6)
su su «xgl0b= X sxx60' b= TX S
su su ++pg'9= X x#x0€'GL= X 14
su su su +x9g'g= X €
su su su +g9'p= X 2
su su su a6 L1= X 1
(066L) ¢ 1IoUd)
WQNSAJON WaTsA3al JAN"SAIaN ON SAQT )N
suosjiedwo) 19pudn uospedwo)
Kiobeje)
Te3 L pue Jopusy "AIoBaTe) Aq (buleyiow
Jo/pue DUIUIE]] 1O [004os Ul JO/pUe pOAD[dWS] Sajey juslisbe ] g
G 9|qel
5S

E

PRI 1 Text Provided by ERIC




Ot 6 8 L 9 g 14 £ [ |
lea A 189 A J1-2:J\ 1BOA J1-EJN J1-2: )\ 1e9A J1-1: )\ 1eap Ji-1:7\

.- + e e eem e T.i..a e — +. .. * . * .- - + . .- .+...... . ..+...: [P O\Oc

%0t
%02
%0€

%0¥
__oz ——

a1 %09

%09
%04
%08

%06

et et e e 4 e O\Ooo F

pejqes|d
UON pue pajqesiq Buluiea se paylusp| s8lBNPRIY) 10} sajey juswhojdw3

| einbi4




.3 '
I

0l 6 8 L 9 S 4 € 2 |
JeaA JeaA leo A lea) lea) leg A leaj Jea) Jes 1eaA
q . R PIRIRE b e T e T e o\oO
|
| %01
%02
%0€
WaN = - %0
Wal-—» | 005
4 ON —=- °
401 —e— %09
%0 L
- %08
Illlll.‘.\\\l\.‘
%06
|
| e = - R et e e e e e e e %001
sapuay Aq pejqesia
uoN pue psjqesiqg buiuire] se paynuap| selenpe.s) 1o} sajey Juswihojdw3

2 ainbi4




128

ol 6 8 L 9 ) 14 £ [ I
JeaA JeoA Jea) Jeap Jea A Jeap 1B A JeaA 1ea ) leap

B T P ' [ 4 B TR RE SRR 34 O\OO

%0¢
%0€
%0V
1+ %08
- %09

1 %04

" %08
8 -~ . —" 1 %08

- %001}

pajqesiq UoN pue pajqesiq bujusea se paynuap|
sajenpeJss 10} (Bujuies 10 jooyas uy so/pue pakojdwa) sajey Juswabebul

¢ ainbi4 ‘




263
0l 6 8 L 9 S 14 € c I
1eap 1eaA 1ea A 188\ 1eaA IeOA 1es A Iea A JI-Y 1.8\

- — . } i G e e e e e OA()

%0}
- %0¢

%0¢

W AN — 1 %0p
Wa1——
4aN—=— | %08
107~ |

-+ O\OOQ

- %01

- %08

%06

—= %001

Japuay) Aq pejqesiqg UON pue pajqesig bujuies se paynuap|
sajenpeiy) 10} (Bujuresy 0 jooyss ul Jojpue pakojdwe) sejey juswebebuz

¢ 8inbi4

S "




N4 .
««C ¢

0l 6 8 L 9 S L4 £ c I
1ea 19\ 1ea A Ieap 1eaA 1eaA 1ea A 1es) 1ea\ 1ea A

o R e s S e S (e SR e 4~ + o\oo

\

¢
~

%0 |

%0¢

av-a

%0¢
a1

%0
1 %05
1 %09
1 %04

t %06

%00 }

pajqesiqg UON pue pajges;g bujuieaT se pajjiiuep| seyenpesn 1oj
(Bunayiow 10 pue Bujujesy Jo jooyds u| Jo/pue pehojdwe) sajey juswoabebul

G ainBi4




"g (02

ot 6 8 L 9 S 14 £ 4 I
1B9A 1B A JeoA JB9A 1B A Jea A Je8A 1eOA 1eaA JeaA

ﬂ R * L . +- - Pk B *. e + \* R ..:..i+ e n....|+.....i!. L O\Oo

_ %014
%0¢

- %0¢€

S_DZ* . 1 %0V
—v—
_\n,__DD—“ 1 %085

4071—¢—

1+ %09

- %0L

1 %08

19puan) Aq pajqesia UoN pue pajqesia Bujuies] se paynuap) ssjenpeld 10}
(Buuayiow Jo/pue Bujuiesy J0 |00YIs U 1o/pue pakojdwa) serey yuswebebu3l

g ainbidy




Appendix 9

Post-School Status of Youth vwith Behavior Disorders

2/

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

ERIC



Post-School Status of Youth with Behavior Disorders

Kimber Malmgren, Eugene Edgar, & Richard Neel

Abstract

This five year longitudinal study investigates post-high school
outcomes for behaviorally disordered (BD) youth. Subjects include BD and
non-disabled graduates from 3 high schools in western Washington. Two
cohorts a.e tracked. One cohort consists of 1985 graduates and the jther
consists of 1990 graduates. Data were collected annually from 1990 to 1995,
making one set of data reflective of a group of youth out of school 1 to 5 years,
and the other reflecting outcomes for youth out 6 to 10 years. Outcomes for

the BD youth are compared to outcomes for a random stratified sample of

nondisabled peers.

Introduction

Despite the recent flood of follow-up studies of special education youth
who have graduated from high school special education programs there have
been few such studies which provide information on youth with behavior
disorders (serious emotional disturbance). The purpose of this manuscript is
to review the existing data base on the post school status of youth with
behavior disorders, to add a current study to that data base, and to speculate

on the type of research that might be conducted in the future to better

understand this population.
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Review of the Research Literature

Recent data from the U.S. Department of Education (1994) makes a
strong case for studying youth with behavior disorders as a distinct
population: behaviorally disordered students are being arrested while in
school (22%), failing classes (65%), and dropping out (55%) at a rate greater

than that for any other category of students with disabilities.

Studies that have specifically examined thé post-high school life of
students with behavior disorders have reported varying results which are
hard to compare because of differences in samples, timing, and
measurements. Most studies which track the transition of behaviorally
disordered youth for more than one year out of high school, lump
individuals who have been away from school for anywhere from two to five
years (Neel, Meadows, Levine, & Edgar, 1988; Carson, Sitlington, & Frank,
1995), creating difficulties in making statements about differential progress
during this time period. Given that children with behavior disorders make
up only 8.7% of all children receiving Special Education services nationally
(U.S. Dept. of Education, 1994) and the high drop out rate, it is not surprising

that large cohorts of graduates with behavior disorders are difficult to track.

Of the more than 8,000 students included in the National Longitudinal
Transition Study of Special Education Students (NLTS), 1,989 students were
in school at the first interview (1985) and were out of school at the second
interview (September, 1987). Of these, 256 (13%) were students whose

~ primary category of disability was behaviorally disordered (BD).

Wagner's (1992) data indicate that only 40% of the BD youth examined

in 1987 (4 mos. to 2 years after possible graduation from high séhool), had

8D Outcomes iy 2
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graduated from high school, while 56.3% had dropped out and 3.7% had aged
out. Given the fact that more than half of BD students drop out of school
during high school, Wagner et al’s (1992) finding that only 3% go back to
complete school or an equivalency program is alarming. (The statistic for
youth with all disabilities is 27% reenroliment in high school or equivalency
programs for dropouts three to five years out of high school, and 54% for
regular education dropouts in the same time period.) Wagner et al. found
that three to five years out of high school, 49.9% of the behaviorally
disordered youth in the NLTS still did not have a diploma or equivalency

certificate, compared to only 17% of youth in the general education

population.

Attendan'ce at postsecondary schools was reported to be low for
behaviorally disordered students (Marder, 1992). Looking only at high school
graduates who had been out of school three to five years, the rate of
postsecondary school attendance was 32.5% for BD students, compared to 78%

for the general population. Degree attainment during this period (three to

five years post-high school) was achieved by 10.6% of BD students, compared
to 18% of general education students (Sebring, Campbell, Glusber, Spencer, &
Singleton, 1987). Of those BD students who earned a degree, approximately
90% earned them from vocational schools, 10% from two year colleges, and

none from four year colleges.

Compared to other categories of disabilities, Wagner et al.,, (1992) found
that individuals with behavior disorders were fairly successful at finding jobs
by the first interview conducted in 1987. However, the status and pay rate of
their jobs did not rise significantly by the 1990 interview, and they were

plagued with greater job instability than other populations. Specifically, at the
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1987 interview (<2 years post-high school), 40.7% of the BD students were
employed, compared to 59.1% of the general education students. At the 1990
interview (3-5 years post-high school), 47.4% of the BD students were
employed versus 69.4 of their general education counterparts. BD graduates

were employed at a 61% rate compared to 39.5% for the BD dropouts.

At the time of the 1987 interview, 71.5% of BD youth were reported to
be earning $4.30 or less per hour, while 9.1% were reported to earn in excess of
$6.00 per hour. By the second interview, in 1990, 23.9% were reported to earn
$4.30 or less per hour, while 48.7% were now reportedly earning more than
$6.00 per hour. The percentage of BD students employed in full-time
positions was lower than the percentage of general education students at both
interviews, but did increase significantly (p < .01) by the second interview. At
the first interview (<2 years post-high school), 14.5% of BD youth were
reported to be employed full-time. compared with 30% of general education
youth. By the second interview (3-5 years post-high school), 35.0% of BD
youth were employed full-time, compared to 46% of their general education

counterparts (D’Amico & Blackorby, 1992).

Another study addressing transition issues of youth with behavioral
disorders was done by Neel, Meadows, Levine, and Edgar (1988). This study
examined outcomes for 160 behaviorally disordered high school graduates in
Washington state. The cohort was made up of students who had graduated
between 1978 and 1986, making them anywhere from one to nine years out of
school at the time of data collection. Neel et al.’s sample was similar to the
NLTS sample in gender breakdown, with 79% males (n = 125). Outcomes for

these BD graduates were compared to a non-disabled cohort (n = 542) of
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randomly selected students who had been enrolled in a vocational track in

high school and had graduated in the same years as the BD cohort.

Neel et al. (1988) reported that only 17% of BD respondents were
enrolled in some type of postsecondary school program at the time of data
collection, compared to 47% of the non-disabled respondents. At the time of
Neel et al.’s interview, 60% of BD graduates were employed, as were 73% of
the non-disabled graduates. These percentages are higher than those reported
in the What Happens Next? study, most likely because the Neel et al. sample
contained students ‘vho had been out of school up to nine years, where

Wagner et al. examined students who had been out of school five years at the

most.

Carson, Sitlington and Frank (1995) recently reported results on the
behaviorally disordered sub-population of the Iowa Statewide Follow-up
Study, which is a 5-year project designed to study a random population of
special education students. The lowa sfudy includes both graduates and drop-
outs. At the time of Carson, et al.’s report, data had been collected at Year 1
(when the graduates were one year out of high school) and at Year 3 (when
the graduates were three years out of high school). Drop-outs were included
with the peers with whom they would have graduated had they continued in
school. Therefore, at the Year 1 interview, drop-outs could have been out of
school anywhere from just over one year up to five years. Likewise, at the
time of the Year 3 interview, drop-outs could have been out school from just

over three years up to seven years.

The lowa sample consisted of 57 BD graduates and 25 BD dropouts.
Male students made up 67% of the graduates and 84% of the drop-outs. At

BD Outcomes 5




Year 1, 40% of BD graduates and 50% of BD drop-outs were attending some
type of postsecondary education or training. At the Year 3 interview numbers
increased to 49% for BD graduates and 60% for BD drop-outs. These
percentages are notably higher than Neel et al.’s (1988) reportéd 17%
postsecondary school attendance (graduates one to nine years out), and

Wagner et al.’s (1992) 32.5% (graduates three to five years out).

Carson et al.’s (1995) employment data reflects that 55% of BD graduates
and 36% of BD drop-outs were employed at Year 1, increasing to 68% of BD
graduates and 60% of BD drop-outs at Year 3. Neel et al. (1988) reported a 60%
employment rate for BD graduates (one to nine years out). Wagner et al.
(1992) reported that 40.7% of BD students (graduates and drop-outs) were
employed at the first interview (<2 years out of high school), and 47.4% were
employed at the second interview (three to five years out). Of those
employed, 61% of Carson et al.’s graduates and 75% of the drop-outs were
employed full-time at the Year 1 interview. At the Year 3 interview, the
graduates’ full-time status dropped to 59%, while the drcp-outs’ rose to 93%.
These Year 3 statistics were reported to be statistically significant using chi-
square analyses. Wagner et al.’s data for full-time work status of BD students
reflects a much smaller percentage in the full-time work force: 14.5% at <2
years out and 35.0% at three to five years out. Carson et al. also reported that
drop-outs made significantly more per hour (based on mean wages) than
their graduate counterparts at the Year 1 interview. Drop-outs were reported
to earn $5.38 per hour while graduates earned $3.69 per hour. At the Year 3

interview, drop-outs were reported to earn $5.93 per hour, graduates $4.27.

(This difference was not statistically significant, however.)
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The data summarized above, from one national and two state-wide

studies, reflects the best evidence available to date on the transition of

behaviorally disordered ycuth from school to life in the community.

Current Study

The primary research questions for this study addresses the differences
in the post school outcomes for high school graduates labeled behaviorally

disordered as compared to their peers without disabilities.
Method

This data set is part of a larger study entitled The First Decade Project
which has been discussed elsewhere (Levine & Edgar, 1994; 1995). .The data set
consists of two cohorts of graduates (1985 and 1990) from three high schools in
northwest Washington. Included in the overall study are all of the special
education graduates from these three school districts for the two cohort years,
and an equal number of randomly selected non-disabled graduates. In the
Fall of 1990 letters from the special education directors of the three school
districts were sent to all the parents of the graduates requesting their
participation in the study and requesting their informed consent. For those
parents who did not respond to the initial letter a follow-up telephone call
was made requesting their participation. Informed consent was obtained for
all the parents and graduates who participated in the study. The study
reported in this article only addresses the non-disabled graduates (Original

N=610) and the graduates labeled Seriously Behaviorally Disordered (BD)
(Original N= 28).
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The data for this study were collected over a five year period
(1990-1995) using telephone interviews with the parents of the graduates. The
interviews were incorporated into a computer assisted program that allowed
the interviewer to enter the data directly into the database. Reliability checks
were conducted each year during which time a supervisor coded an interview
concurrently with an interviewer and an agreement analysis was conducted
for each so coded interview. There were a minimum of four such checks for
each interviewer each year of the study. The agreement percentages for these
interviews ranged from 91% to 100% with a median agreement of 97% for 100
reliability checks. The information requested in the ir.terviews focused
primarily on the post school status of the graduates: current employment,
hours worked, wages, benefits, post-secondary education program attendance
and graduation from such programs, degrees earned, marital status, number
of children, current living situation. In an earlier study (Levine & Edgar,
1993), we determined high rates of agreement between the self report of the
graduate and the report of other informants on the following variables:
employment, post-secondary education program attendance, marital status,
parenting, and place of residence. Low agreement was found for: hours
worked, salary, and benefits (the primary reason for this low agreement was

that the other informants did not know the correct response).

Missing subjects plagues all longitudinal studies. There are two
primary sources of missing subjects: those who were eligible for participation
but who never were part of the study because they refused to participate or
they could not be located, and those who participated in part of the study and
then dropped out because they chose not to participate or they moved and

could not be located. In this study our final contact rate was 71% (20) for the
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BD graduates and 52% (315) for the non-disabled graduates. For the BD group,
7 of the 8 missing subjects (88%) never participated in the study and 1 (12%)
dropped out of the study after participating for several years. For the non-
disabled group, 249 (84%) of the 295 missing subjects never participated in the

study while 46 (16%) left the study during the duration of the study (See Table
1).

We analyzed the contact data in order to determine if there were
significant differences between the subjects in the final contact group and
those who never were part of the study and those who dropped out of the
study. We were unable to note any differences as to gender, ethnicity, or
school district between those who remained in the study and those who left

the study and/or never participated in the study.
Results

Data on the employment rates for BD and non-disabled graduates are
presented in Table 2. For the 1990 cohort, represented in Years 1 - 5, statistical
comparisons (chi squares) yielded no significant differences. The 1985
graduates, represented in Years 6 - 10, were analyzed similarly. In Years 6 and
10 the BD graduates were employed at significantly lower rates than the non-
disabled graduates. Annualized earnings are reported in Table 3. When
considering only those graduates who were employed, no significant

differences between BD and the non-Aisabled graduates’ earnings were

reported.

It is not until rates of engagement were analyzed that differences of any

magnitude were uncovered. Rates of engagement were calculated by

determining the percentage of subjects in each cohort who were either
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employed or enrolled in post-secondary education at the time of each
interview. For female subjects, parenting was also considered an “engaged”
activity. Data on rates of engagement of BD and non-disabled graduates are
presented in Table 4. Significant differences were found at .éigi:tf)of the ten
data collection points. Rates of post-secondary degree completion (which
included any type of degree or certificate) for the graduates were analyzed at
Years 5 and'10. At the Year 5 interview, 23.1% of the BD graduates (n = 13)
had completed some type of post-secondary degree program, while 44.7% of
the non-disabled graduates (n = 161) had done so. At Year 10, 28.6% of the BD
graduates (n = 7) had received some type of post-secondary degree or
certificate, while 66.9% of the non-disabled cohort (n = 154) had done likewise.
Chi-square analyses were completed using Yate’s correction. Significance at

the?$:01 level was reported at both comparison years.

We would like to note that none of the four female BD graduates
(three in the 1990 cohort and one in the 1985 cohort) received any type of post-
secondary degree or certificate during the course of this study. However, at
Year 5, 51.7% of the non-disabled females (n = 60) had received some type of

post-secondary degree or certificate, and at Year 10, 78.0% (n = 59) had done so.
Conclusions

The results from this study suggest that graduates categorized as
behaviorally disordered are employed at rates similar to that of their non-
disabled peers up to ten years post-graduation. Because of the small sample
sizes in the behaviorally disordered subset the significant difference at years 6

and 10 could be negated by the presence of one more employed graduate.
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Another effect of the low safnple size was our ability to individually
scrutinize the personal data collected for the behaviorally disordered subsets.
Because of this scrutiny, we know that one of the male graduates in the 1985
cohort was the full-time caretaker for his two children while his spouse
worked full-time. This knowledge reinforces the importance placed on the

" framing of questions to properly capture subjects’ participation in various

adult activities.

For those graduates who were employed, we do not find significant
differences in earnings, which complements our finding of little significance
in employment rates. Combined, these findings suggest that adult outcomes

in terms of employment, for BD graduates cannot be considered wholly

negative.

Engagement rates, however, suggest something different. Adding post-
secondary school attendance to employment to form an engagement variable
produced a number of significant points. Apparently, BD graduates are not
attending post-secondary education programs at rates comparable to their
non-disabled peers. When looking at the trends for these two groups:
engagement rates for non-disabled graduates start out high (98.1%) and
remain high, while employment rates climb. This suggests that non-disabled
graduates enter the work force as they leave school. For the BD graduates,
employment rates look essentially flat, while engagement rates for this group
decline over time until they eventually mirror employment rates. As BD

graduates leave post-secondary school, employment rates for this population

are not boosted.
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Rates of degree completion are also significantly lower for the BD
graduates and do not appear to increase after the five year mark, as do the
rates of degree completion for the non-disabled cohort. Simply graduating

from high school does not appear to make these two groups equal in terms of

earning post-secondary degrees.
Discussion

Without knowledge of the types of secondary school programs these
youngsters attended, it is impossible to determine whether or not any of the
differences noted above are attributable to any certain type of transition
programming. Before differences in outcomes can have specific implications
for transition programming, research must be done that follows BD students

from some point in time prior to graduation.

Another important issue not addressed by this study is the progress of
drop-outs. Given that Wagner et al. (1992) reported a drop-out rate of 56.3%
for behaviorally disordered students, it is easy to assume that our educational
system is failing this group of youth. More data on outcomes for BD drop-
outs is needed to establish whether or not this is truly the case. Including

drop-outs in follow-along or follow-up studies makes research initiated prior

to graduation even more appealing.

Low incidence groups -- in this case, high school graduates categorized
as behaviorally disordered - are difficult to track longitudinally. In this study
we would have expected 20 - 26 BD graduates in the 1990 cohort, given a total
special education graduate population of 261 and an estimated incidence rate
of 8 - 10%. In the 1985 cohort we would have expected 27 - 35 BD graduates,

given a total special education graduate population in that year of 349 and the
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same incidence rate. In reality, the BD subsets (before subject attrition) were
comprised of 15 BD graduates in the 1990 cohort and 13 in the 1985 cohort.
Given an estimated drop-out rate of 55% for this population, the low

numbers are understandable.

Because of the low numbers of BD subjects in this study, our results
must be considered suggestive at best. Our findings, however, are comparable
to the recent findings of other researchers as described in the review of
literature. It may be prudent for researchers interested in this population to
investigate other ways of tracking behaviorally disordered students -

graduates or otherwise.
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Table 1

Fin ntact Rates for Graduates by Disability and Gender

Successfully
Total Possible Contacted all Rate of
Cohort 1 - 1985 Graduates Contacts (N) Five Years (n) Contact (%)
Behavior Disordered 13 7 53.8
Male 11 6 54.5
Female 2 1 50.0
Non-disabled 349 154 441
Male 209 95 454
Female 140 59 421
2 - 1990 uates
Behavior Disordered 15 13 86.6
Male 12 10 833
Female 3 3 100.0
Non-disabled 261 161 61.6
Male 162 103 63.5
Female 99 60 60.6

245




Table 2
Employment rates for BD and non-disabled graduates by category and year
Year BD(n=13) ND(o=161) Statistical Significance
1 53.8 62.9 ns
2 46.2 63.4 ns
3 46.2 66.5 ns
4 £3.8 53.8 ns
5 61.5 78.9 ns
(n=7) (n=154)
6 429 80.3 *
7 71.4 85.1 ns
8 71.4 825 ns
9 57.1 83.1 ns
10 429 87.7 b

Note: All comparisons were analyzed using a one-tail Fisher’s Exact Test. *p < .05. **p > .01




Table 3

| M uali ings for graduates who were empl the time of

Year BD (n) ND (n)

1 $12,734 (5) $ 8,576 (76)

2 16,172 (4) 9,213 (76)

3 10,562 (6) 10,653 (89)

4 11,873 (6) 13,801 (86)

5 14,071 (7) 17,539 (95)

6 24,419 (2) 20,056 (74)

7 18,954 (4) 22,812 (74)

8 24,927 (4) 25.614 (91)

9 32,086 (4) 29,019 (79)

10 32,500 (2) 29,896 (82)

Note: Figures represented in dollars per yeer. Graduates who were not employed at the time of
contact and those for whom no income data were collected were not included in the calculations

of annualized earnings for that year. One way aralysis of variance was used for earnings
comparisons.
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Table 4
Rates of engagement for gradu ites by category and year

1 84.6 98.1 b
2 84.6 93.8 ns
3 69.2 94.4 *e
4 69.2 98.1 b
5 69.2 96.3 *e
(n=7) (n=154)
6 57.1 922 *
7 71.4 96.8 *
8 71.4 93.5 ns
9 714 91.6 ns
10 57.1 95.5 *e

Note: Numbers are percentages. All comparisons were analyzed using a one-tail Fisher’s Exact
Test. *p <.05. **p> .01.
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Abstract

This article provides narrative accounts on the tracking of a sample of 1,098 subjects ina
longitudinal study of the quality of life of high school graduates in three school districts
in Washington state. The effort in locating and retaining a large target population is not
often discussed in the literature, and yet it is an important facet of longitudinal research.
High family mobility, a problem found especially in inner cities, is a major challenge.
This study focused on two cohorts of 1985 and 1990 graduates. The special problems
encountered in finding the subjects in the 1985 cohort, and recommended strategies for

successful data collection for both cohorts are described.
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This article was inspired by my work as the research data collection supervisor
for a S5-year federally funded project entitled "The First Decade After Graduation.” The
project had two components: 1) a quantitative study and 2) the completion of 26
qualitative case studies. My primary responsibility involved the data collection for the
quantitative component.

One characteristic of United States culture is that it is a very mobile society. It
would be safe to say that economic forces are a major element that drives this high rate
of mobility. I know individuals as well as whole families who moved two or three
times within one year, sometimes not by choice, but by necessity. This phenomenon of
mobility creates an interesting and challenging dilemma for researchers who conduct
follow-up and follow-along studies. Two issues were of concern for our study. First,
how could we locate subjects for whom we had old (5 years old) addresses and
telephone numbers; and second, when we found people, how could we maintain our
sample over time? Ramey (1982) once said that attrition is the "bane of longitudinal
studies." In addition, our need to begin our study with subjects whose addresses and
phone numbers were 5 years old posed, I believe, an even greater challenge than when
studies screen/recruit participants for their research from currently operating
programs. As Streissguth and Glunta (1992) have noted, “careful attention to
recruitment and retention sets the stage for successful longitudinal prospective
research” (p. 138). They employed a screening device to optimize selection of their
follow-up cohort, something we could not do. Studies conducted by Gregory, Lohr,
and Gilchrist (1992) and Gwadz and Rotheram-Borus (12992) also began with actual
bodies.

Research that is funded with a line item for payments to subjects often is limited
in the number of subjects, because of the expense. Follow-up studies often track
hundreds, if not thousands, of individuals and families. Thus it is difficult—that is,

simply too expensive--to offer incentives to so many participants. In the qualitative
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portion of the "First Decade After Graduation” study, 26 subjects were paid a $100.00

honorarium for completing a set of 3 in-depth face-to-face interviews. In the Gregory,
Lohr, and Gilchrist (1992) study, 241 respondents were paid for each interview they
completed over a 2-year period "to increase the response rate...when interest in the
study could wane..." (p. 74). Generally speaking, researchers are placed ina position in
which they have to explain the positive outcomes of such studies to make it appealing
for people to remain involved. They essentially depend on an individual's sense of
belonging to a community and his or her participation in its betterment directly as well
as indirectly.

The purpose of the "First Decade After Graduation" study was to look at what
1985 and 1990 graduates of high school were doing over the 5-year period of the grant
period. For the 1985 graduates the start-up of our project in Year 1 was 5 years since
they had graduated and thus would extend to 10 years after graduation. For the 1990
cohort, we wanted to follow them for the 5 years directly following graduation. The
researchers wanted to examine the quality of life of graduates in order to determine
what new and innovative programs could be put in place in the high school to help
graduates have a better quality of life and make a positive transition into the adult
world of employment, postsecondary education, and social activities.

The data were collected once a year during a computer-assisted telephone
interview with the person most familiar with the graduate's situation. We also
interviewed the graduates themselves in the first and second years of the project (for a
side study of respondent agreement). However, when a parent, guardian, or other
respondent refused to be interviewed or could not be reached, we attenipted to
interview the graduate as “respondent.” The databases for these sets of respondents
were kept distinct.

The protocol asked about key post-high school experiences including further

education and training, employment, residence, marital status, and whether the
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graduate had children. At the start of Year 1 in January 1991, the sample included the
names of 632 graduates from the 1985 graduation class and 466 graduates from the 1990
graduation class of three school districts. We mailed letters of consent to the parents.
Nineteen percent (118) of letters to the 1985 subjects' parents and 3% (14) of letters to the
1990 subjects’ parents were returned to us as undelivered with no forwarding address.
See Table 1 for a detailed breakdown of the status of consent letters. For those subjects
whom we were able to reach but from whom a written response had not been received,
we requested consent at the time of the first interview.

[Insert Table 1 here]

Our contact rate in Year 1 for the 1985 cohort across all three districts was 351,
56% of our original N; the contact rate in year 1 for the 1990 cohort across all three
districts was 344, 74% of our original N. See Table 2 for a complete analysis of our
ability to contact our respondents on a year-to-year basis.

[Insert Table 2 here]

The first year of the project posed the most challenge in locating our subjects,
especially those from the 1985 graduation class. See Table 3 for the status of Year 1
subjects who were difficult to reach because of disconnected and wrong phone
numbers. We were working with the graduation class lists with graduates' addresses
and phone numbers as of 1985 and 1990 from the respective school districts. Thus we
employed a number of strategies to maximize our efforts in locating subjects. Methods
included contacting Directory Assistance services and making extensive telephone book
searches. We also consulted cross-reference directories such as the Polk Directory
(1990) and the Cole Directory (1990). We placed calls to same-name people to see if any
of them possibly could be relatives of our sample members. For example, we found a
paternal uncle of one graduate. He had no information regarding the graduate or the
graduate's mother because his brother had divorced her. But he did give us the number

of his sister, who he believed knew of the mother's current situation. The ex-sister-in-
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law was willing to give us the mother's new name and phone number. In another case
of a disconnected number, we found a graduate's aunt, who referred us to the
graduate's grandmother, who referred us to the graduate’s mother. In the case of very
common names (such as Smith or Scott) where there were more than ten possibilities, it
was not feasible for us to search that way. In a more radical approach, two data
collectors visited a graduate's address provided by the school district. They spoke with
neighbors and telephoned other graduates or friends of the subject who might know the
subjeci's whereabouts. They visited the school that the graduate had attended. This
latter strategy, however, resulted in our finding only 5 of our subjects (Year 1), two 1985
graduates and three 1990 graduates.

From our experience in realizing how difficult it was to locate people, we
modified our interview. At the end of each interview we requested from the
respondent the name and phone number of someone (i.e., "2 contact") who would
"always know where you are in case you move or change your phone number.” This
proved to be a very useful and successful strategy. For example, in Year 2, we
‘encountered 45 disconnected and wrong phone numbers. We were successful in
locating 26 of these subjects, 17 (65%) of whom were found when we called the "contact”
person and requested the subject's new telephore number. See Tables 4,5,6,and 7
which delineate the status of disconnected and wrong numbers we encountered in
Years 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively, and the manner in which we derived current telephone
numbers.

[Insert Tables 4, 5, 6, & 7 here]

Accounts concerning our search for subjects who were no longer at the same
address or phone number where they had been a few years before, a month before, or
even "just a few déys ago" are the focus of this essay. For example, we contacted a
respondent in North Carolina who asked us to call back to do an interview at another

time; when we did so a few days later, the respondent had moved! What follows are a
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few anecdotes that gave a sense of hope and encouragement to our project's researchers
in their never-ending struggle to keep the sample intact, and to our data collectors, who
served the project as "searchers” as well as interviewers.

Situation 1: We had received a written consent to participate from SF, a graduate's
mother, but after nine attempts to contact her we were told the number was wrong. We
then wrote to her, but our letter was returned as undelivered. SF had written a note on
her original consent letter to say that she and her son both attenfied a community
college. We called the community college and found that neither was enrolled, but that
the graduate had worked part-time in the machine shop up until recently. We
explained our study to the person we were speaking with, and he agreed to give us a
telephone number for SF. It should be noted that we placed five calls to the community
college before reaching someon~ who agreed to give us a number, and then three more
calls to that number resulted in an interview.

Situation 2: The graduate had lived with a foster mother in 1985. We interviewed
her, but the interview was missing substantial information. She did not know the
whereabouts of fhe graduate, whom we did want to try to contact. The graduate's name
was not listed in the phone book, but there were a few people with the same last name.
We called LT. She was in fact the graduate's paternal grandmother. Although she too
did not know the graduate's address or phone number, she gave us the father's phone
number. However, when we called the father's number, the person who answered said
that the father was in the hospital, and suggested that we call back in 3 weeks. We
called back in 3 weeks and spoke with the father. We explained our study and why we
were looking for his son. He gave us his number, and we were able to reach and
conduct an interview with the graduate.

Situation 3: We interviewed the father of a graduate, but the number he gave us
for his son was a disconnected number. We called the father back at his home, but then

his number was disconnected! We called twice and left messages at his work number.
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No response for several days. Then one day when we called, he was at work and talked
with us. He said we should use his work number next year, and said he would call us
back with his son's new number. After 3 days, we received the new phone number for
the graduate.

Situation 4: The phone number we had for a graduate's parent turned out to be
the number of one of the graduate's siblings. But it took 16 calls before we were able to
speak with someone at the number in order to find out that it was for the wrong person.
A friend of the sibling gave us the parent's phone number and it took another six calls
before we were able to conduct an interview.

Situation 5: The name of the graduate was WH. The "parent” name (as given to
us by the school district actually was a former stepfather) was TB. His phone number
was disconnected. There were no TBs in the telephone book or listed through Directory
Assistance. The data collector looked up the last name of the graduate in the telephone
book . There were several. We called all of the numbers several times. At last one of
the people we called said something to this effect: "He doesn't have anything to do with
us. No, we don't know him." The data collector felt that this strange response indicated
that the woman knew something and continued talking about who we were and why
we wanted to talk with a parent or guardian of WH, and to WH. Finally, it turned out
that the woman was the mother of a man who had been married to WH's mother, but

who wasn't WH's father, although the boy had taken his name. Meanwhile, this woman

knew the mother's maiden name, but that was not listed in the phone book. She told
the data collector that she would see if her husband knew anything and that we should
call her back the next day. We called back and she said she was sorry but she had no
new information, except that she thought that the mother worked for Polly’s Cookie
Company (a pseudonym); she said she thought she had seen the graduate’s mother
driving a Polly's Cookie Company truck in the neighborhood recently. The data

collector called Polly's Cookie Company. They did not know a CW (mother’s maiden




name), but they did employ a CB. (This was the same last name that was on our contact
sheet, although she was no longer married to TB either.) CB wasn't there then, but we
were told that if we called back at such and such a time, maybe we could reach her. We
called back and spoke with her briefly; she gave us her home number and told us to call
her back at home in the evening. We did indeed phone her at home and conduct an
interview. It would be fair to say that it took us approximately 45 phone calls to reach
her. In this case, it was difficult to keep an exact record of attempts to find the
interviewee and conduct the interview. Needless to say, the data collector was pleased
that this search did not result in a refusal to be interviewed!

Situation 6: We called the parent's number, but only the graduate was living at
the home. The mother was living in Alaska and the graduate informed us that she was
not the appropriate parent to talk with. But the father, who was the appropriate
parent/respondent, lived on a houseboat and, according to the graduate, "without a
phone.” The graduate told us that he spoke with his father every month or so.
However, he offered to get us a work number for his father. The graduate appeared not
to want to give out information, but at the same time he did complete an interview with
us. We called him back 10 days later, and asked where his father worked. This time he
was willing to tell us, and we called the father at work to conduct the interview.

Situation 7: The graduate's mother’s number was disconnected and there was no
Directory Assistance listing for her. The data collector called the "contact,” the mother's
mother-in-law, but learned that the mother had divorced this woman's son during the
past year. The former mother-in-law said she knew nothing about the graduate or his
mother. (The woman's son had been the mother's second or third husband and the
graduate was not his child.) But then the "contact” called us back and said that the
graduate's sister worked at Bend's Department Store. We called the store and spoke

with the sister, who gave us her mother's new number.




Situation 8: The mother's phone number was disconnected. The “contact” person
refused to give us the mother's new number because of recent harassment calls to her;
further, she was out of town. The graduate had no phone. In this situation the “contact”
person was the aunt and she was familiar with the graduate, so the caller asked if she
would be willing to become our respondent for the next 3 years and she agreed. It took
nine calls to reach an appropriate interviewee.

Situation 9: The phone number we had for one of our subject’s families who
lived in SE Washington was now the number for a business firm and not the subject's
home nhone. The data collector asked the person she was speaking with to look up the
mother's name in the local telephone book to see if a new number was listed. This
person was cooperative and did find a listing. When we called, we reached a family
member (a stepfather) who requested that we call back at another time and speak with
JW's mother. After two more attempts, we reached her and conducted the interview.

Situation 10: A “contact" person said that the current address of the graduate’s
mother was correct. We sent a letter because calling the phone number did not work,
but we received no answer to our letter. The "contact” did not know about the
graduate. However, looking back at his interview from Year 2, we found that he had
been at the CJR Center (a pseuddnym). We called there. The petson answering our call
could not give us any information because of confidentiality concerns, but said she had
seen him "walking down the road a week or so ago" and that he was in the area--we
could send his letter to the CJR Center, and they would forward it to him. We did this,
but never received a response from the graduate. The data collector suspected she had
found the subject, but that, in essence, we had a received a refusal through silence.
However, for coding purposes, since we had not received either a written or verbal
refusal to be interviewed, we did record this subject as "not found.” Although we were

not successful in speaking to either the parent or the graduate in this case, I chose to
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include this anecdote as an example of how we did actively pursue a number of
avenues in our attempt to find our family informants/respondents.

Situation 11: In this situation we had the telephone number for our informant,
the foster mother of our subject. She was reached, but she told us that she had not
heard from the subject for the past year. She felt that she cbuld not respond to the
interview questions; she simply did not have knowledge of *he circumstances of his life
over the past year. She gave us an address for the subject, but she aleited us that it
might not be current. She also said she would write to him about the study. We also
sent a letter, but never received a written reply. During another call that we made to
the foster mother she said she would call us if she heard from him. The project data
collection period was nearing a close, and we were prepared to classify this situation as
"unable to do an interview.” A month later, the foster mother called us and gave us a
telephore number for the graduate who was now residing and working in another
state. We opened our files, called the graduate, and conducted the interview. The
success of reaching an informant in this situation was solely dependent on the
exemplary cooperation of the fostez mother.

‘ Situation 12: Our respondent in Year 4 was the graduate. When we called him
in Year 5, he was no longer at the number we had for him. We got his new number, but
when we called him, he said he was "too busy" to talk to us. His foster mother had been
our respondent in previous years, but this year, she still did not know the circumstances
of the graduate, and chose not to call him. The caller decided to give it another try at
the graduate's current number. The number we had turned out to be the number for the
graduate's father's partner. She was very familiar with the graduate and agreed to be
interviewed. Seven calls (involving four people and two states) had been made in order
to obtain a completed interview.

Situation 13: During Year 4 of the study, 92% (see Table 5) of informants who

had disconnected or wrong numbers were found by way of a person whose phone
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number the informant had given us in a previous year. Intwo of those cases, it should
be noted that the "contact” person actually referred us to another "contact” person who
had current knowledge of the whereabouts of our family informant. Thus four "layers”
of making telephone calls took place before we reached the person we needed to
interview.

Situation 14: The phone numbers for our respondent and contact person were
both wrong numbers. We consulted the Directory Assistance service and were given
the phone number of the graduate's stepmother. The stepmother gave us the number
for the graduate's mother. It took 10 telephone calls before this interview was obtained
with our respondent (the mother).

Situation 15: Our respondent in the first 4 years was MT, the grandmother of the
graduate. In Year 5 we made six attempts to contact her at different times of the day
and evening without success. The interviewer decided to call AP, the contact person, to
find out about our respondent. After two attempts we reached AP, who told us that MT
was in a nursing home in a different city. She did not have the name or phone number
of the nursing home, but told the caller that it was in a "nice wooded area.” The data
collector then began calling nursing homes in the particular city. On the fifth try, she
decided to ask the person she was talking to if she knew of a particular home that was
referred to as "the one in the nice wooded area.” The person suggested one and the
caller found MT there. However, the caregiver at the nursing home explained that MT
was "not up to it and unable to come to the phone.” The graduate in this situation did
not have a telephone, and there were no other eligible family informants available.
Although we were not successful in obtaining an interview, we had found our
respondent after 14 calls.

Situation 16;: We called the graduate who was our respondent at her mother's
home number. Her mother informed us of her new number. We made three attempts

to call her, and each time were told by her fiance that she would be home later or was in
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the shower. Then during our foﬁrth attempt, the fiance said that Joann (pseudonym)
would rather not be bothered, but that he would talk to us if the caller would tell him "a
little about herself.” He had been very chatty and seemed very proud of the graduate's
and his own achievements in the past year. The caller felt comfortable about this
arrangement and conducted the interview. Afterwards, she simply explained a little
about herself--for example, being a parent of two grown children and her work at the
university. Thus the interview was conducted in a reciprocal atmosphere.

General observations |

On a number of occasions, parents initially refused to be interviewed until they
had permission from the respective graduate. This meant waiting 1 to 3 weeks until
they had reached the graduate; then we called them back to see if they had received
permission to talk to us and be interviewed.

In several cases, although we had current addresses and the parents had given
written consent to be interviewed, but when we phoned, the numbers were not current.
In these situations, we always sent out another letter requesting a current telephone
number. We always informed the families that we would protect the confidentiality of
their numbers because most of these families had an unlisted/unpublished phone
number.

We employed a diverse array of strategies to locate our subjects. It should also
be noted that even in cases where we did have an accurate and up-to-date telephone
number, we had to make numerous calls (sometimes 10 or more calls) to reach our
interviewee. For example, one family was out of the country at the time of our data
collection. We found this out only after making our 12th call, when a friend answered
the phone and told us when the family would return.

Recommendations
Our first recommendation is that researchers begin projects with population

samples that are accessible and whose addresses and phone numbers are current. This
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particular longitudinal study needed to "go back in time" to 1985 class graduation lists,
providing a challenge to the data collectors. Itis also suggested that if school districts
did follow-up studies of their graduates, they would be able to see more immediately
the outcomes of their programs. These data would serve as an evidential foundation
from which to maintain programs that work or modify programs to insure the quality
of life of high school graduates. |

Second, in conducting longitudinal studies, we found it essential to receive from
the respondents the name and telephone number of someone who would "always know
where you are, and be willing to let us know.” Inour study ina number of cases the
contact person insisted on not giving out our respondent’s phone number. The data
collector needs to strongly urge the respondent to let the "contact person” know that
they have given out their name and phone number. We also suggest that the names
and phone numbers of two contact persons be obtained.

Third, we recommend that data collectors be trained to be sensitive to a variety
of responses and encouraged to let the data collection supervisor know of any unusual
circumstances on a daily basis. For example, in the third year of cur study a "no, I can’t”
response in four situations turned out not to be a refusal, but simply "no, I can't now."
Weekly meetings to review progress and update procedures as needed is highly
recommended.

We strongly urged our callers to speak with the same respondent as in the
previous year. However, that was not aiways possible. Therefore, our fourth
recommendation is that in studies where it is feasible, be willing to change to another
"family informant."” We only switched to another respondent who knew the current life
situation of the graduate, and we maintained distinct codes to differentiate respondents

and their relation to the subject (grad:iate).
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Conclusion-

The positive efforts in locating and retaining our subject informants are
demonstrated in the relatively low attrition rates from year to year of contact (Year 2 at
6% of Year 1's N; Year 3 at 3%, Year 4 at 1.5%; and Year 5, 1%), and the attrition rate of
11.5%* between Year 1 (contact N=695) and Year 5 (contact N=615) of our study.

Thus we found that it was a strong sense of commitment and perseverance that played

the vital role 1 our endeavor to locate subjects throughout the life of the project.

*The 11.5% attrition rate includes attrition by death (n=4) and refusals (n=27) after an

initial Year 1 interview had been conducted.
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Table 1

Status of Mailing and Return or No-Return of Consent Letters to and from the Parents

and Guardians of the 1985 and 1990 Cohorts (for Year 1 start-up),

1985 1990

N=632 N=466

Total % Total Y
YES (Consent) 95 15 97 21
NO (No consent) 53 8 43 9
RETURNED TOUS AS 118 19 14 3
UNDELIVERED
NO LETTER 366 58 312 67
RETURNED
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Number of DIS/WN Numbers Found & %

1985 N N Yo
School District A 140 25 18
School District B 55 8 14
School District C 42 4 9

1990
School District A 58 17 29
School District B 25 7 28
School District C 8 4 50




DIS/WN Numbers Numbers Found

N N %

1985 Cohort 17 12 71
1990 Cohort 28 14 50
Totals ' 45 | 26 58

How the numbers found

N=26
Total Yo
Via the "contact person” 17 65
Via directory assistance 4 15
Via letters sent out to 5 19

request new number




Table 5
curr
DIS/WN Numbers Numbers Found
N N %
1985 Cohort 24 16 67
1990 Cohort 24 20 83
Totals 48 36 75
How the numbers found
N=36
Total Yo
Via the "contact person” 15 42
Via directory assistance 13 36
Via letters sent out to 8 22

request new number




1985 Cohort
1990 Cohort

Totals

Via the "contact person”

Via directory assistance
Via letters sent out to

request nev; number

DIS/WN Numbers

How the numbers found

oo
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Numbers Found

N

16

23

39

4,
(2]
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Table 7

manner in whi
DIS/WN Numbers Numbers Found
N N %
1985 Cohort 13 : 12 9
1990 Cohort 21 18 86
Totals 34 30 88

How the numbers found

N=30
Total Yo
Via the "contact person” 20 67
Via directory assistance 5 17
Via letters sent out to 5 17

request new number
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