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Notes

This chapter was written by Robert Hoppe from the Economic Research Service, USDA.

It is a revised version of three earlier presentations; the first at a Congressional Research

Service symposium (Hoppe 1988), the second at a Washington Statistical Society lecture

(Hoppe and Bellamy 1989), and the third at Tuskegx University (Hoppe 1989). Parts

of this paper also appeared in Deavers and Hoppe (1992).
1. Entire counties are the building blocks for MSA's, except in New England where

cities and towns are used (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1991c:191).
2. No residential poverty data were released cor 1984. The 1984 residential data

presented in this paper art averages of 1983 and 1985.
3. Income did not keep up with inflation from 1979 to 1982. During thosc years,

growth in median family income averaged 7.4. percent per year, while growth in the
consumer price index averaged 10.3 percent per year (U.S. Bureau of the Census

1991b:9).
4. The phrase "families headed by a woman" is used in the text rather than the more

technically correct "families with a female householder, no husband present." The
technically correct phrase is too long and awkward. The longer phrase is usually used

in the tables and figures, however.
5. To make Figure 1.2 more readable, data for the metro and nonmetro populations

were not presented. Similar trends occurred in nonmetro areas as in the nation as a
whole, but at different levels.

6. "Other families" aee largely married-couple families, but also include somefamilies

with a male householder, no wife present. Prior to 1988, the published data do not
separate nonmetro people into married-couple families and families with a male
householder, no wife present. Pcaple in families headed by a woman and people in other
families do not sum to the total population because not all people are classified as part
of a family. Some people who do not belong to families are "unrelated individuals"

living alone or with nonrelatives. Others are members of "unrelated subfamilies," such

as guests, lodgers, or resident employees and their families who live in a larger
household, but are not related to the person or couple maintaining the household. For
more details, see U.S. Bureau of thc Census (1991c:196-197).

7. For more information about cost-of-living differentials and poverty measurement,
see Hoppe (1992).

8. Thc years 1979 and 1989 were selected because they occurred at similar points in

the business cycle.
9. Actually, the persistent low-income study was first conducted in the late 1970s

(Davis 1979) and updated twice in the 1980s (Hoppe 1985; Bellamy and Ghelfi 1988).


