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For more than twenty-{ive years. questions have been raised regarding the disproportionate
number of ethnic minority children labeled as having an exceptionality (Designs for Change, 1982,
Dunn, 1968: Mercer, 1973: U.S. Government Accounting Office, 1981). Some fifteen vears ago the
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) issued a definitive report on disproportion which provided a
call for a different system of identifying and delivering services to children with special needs
(Heller, Holtzman, & Messick, 1982). The NAS report sought to put an end to the controvery of
disproportionate placement by calling for a cessation to stigmatizing labels and invalid identification.
The report urged more functional assessment and careful attention to effective interventions. Yet. the
current delivery system remains essentially unchanged and allegations of disproportionate
representation of minoerities in special education continue. The very nature of the topic can stir
conflicts within the professional community (Gresham, Macmillan. & Siperstein. 1995; Morison.
White, & Feuer. 1996; Reschly, 1996; Reschly, Kicklighter, & McKee, 1988).

The debate, Administrators and related services personnel have been urged to carefully
coitsider the process by which children are identified for special education and to insure

nondiscriminatory assessment and placement (Dana, 1993; Hodap, 1995; Padilla, 1992). Yet the

£Fes04d7727

problem has been difficult to examine because. through the years, precice data regarding ethnic
differences has been difficult to obtain (Chinn & Hughes. 1987; Peelen, 1995). The controversies

regarding both the appropriateness of examining disproportions and the meaning of available data

For conunents or more jnformation. please contact: W, Alan Coulter. P.O, Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
(504)942-8214: FAX (504) S42-8305
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have resulted in continuing debate (Finn. 1982: Harry. 1994: Reschly, 1996). The purpose of this
presentation is to revisit the issue of disproportion and related controversies of ethnic representation
within exceptionalities using recent data from one southern state.

Comparison of ethaic differences. The simplest rule of examination ot ethnic differences is to
compare the percentage of students of an ethnic group with the percentage of these students who have
a particular disability. The percentages should be similar (not statistically different). For example. if
there 15% of all students are African-American, vou should expect approxim' tely 15% of students
with a mental disability to be African-American. Significant over or under-representation has been
suggestive of the need for further examination, if not administrative action (Heller. Holtzman. &
Messick. 1982; Peelen, 1995).

A significant discrepancy. Significant differences in proportion have been determined in
several ways. Some authors have suggested that 10 percent of the variance of a group's
representation in the gen=ral population is an acceptable range for deviation (Chinn & Hughes. 1987).
This appears most apprupriate for large samples. Another accepted standard is a 10 percent variance
from the groups representation in the general population. For example, if 15 percent of the general
student population was African-Amcrican. 5 to 25 percent would be an acceptable range for students
identified as having a mental disability who are African-American. Still another metric is to calculate
the significance of the proportion statistic. For purposes of cursory analysis of the data to be
presehted here, which sometimes involves small sample numbers, the ten percent range metric will be
used.

The sample. The data to be presented are composcd of a state-wide student population for one
statc during the 1993-94 school year compared to the state’s special education count for October 1.

For comments or more information. please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Bux 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8105
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1994. The general student population data were derived from the most recent statistical report on the
state's schools (Office of Research and Development, 1995). The special education count was
derived from the state's computer-based tracking svsten1 which compiles information on individual
children which is submitted at least monthly by all school systems in the state (Office of Special
Education Frograms. 1995). These data are uscd to both audit school system practices and requests
for reimbursement. Sixty-six school districts were examined to determine if and where significant
ethnic differences exist in special education exceptionalities. All thiteen federally recognized
disabilities (U.S. Department of Education, 1995). gifted. and talented (Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education, 1993) make up the stale’s exceptionality categories.
Method

A significant ethnic difference was determined for a disability whenever the ethnic
representatin in a disability category exceeded 10 percent range of the ethnic group’s representation
for the general public school population. A significant ethnic difference for Gifted and Talented was

determincd whenever the ethnic representation for the category was less than 10 percent of the ethnic

" group’s representation in the general schooi opulation.

Gencral characterisitcs of the state. The state's general school population was composed of

51.95% White, 45.21% African-American, 0.42% Native-American. 1.25% Asian-American and
Pacific [slander. and 1.10% Hispanic students. Given this distribution. only African-American and
White students will be compared in this analysis.

Results

Students in general education and special education. Table 1 shows the results of a simple

comparison of the number of White and African-American students in general and special education

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70'57.
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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(not including gifted and talented) for each local eduaction agency (LEA). Using the {0% range rule.
twenty-eight of the sixty-six local education agencies (42.4%) show disproportionate representation
of ethnic minorities in special education. Note: 1f the more rigorous criterion of ten percent of the
variance is used. forty-nine LEAs would be designated as disproportionate. These data results are noi
sufficiently specific to determine disproportionality in areas of tvpieal concem.

Tabie 1

Students with Disabilite s Compared to All Students

LEA All % All | Wh Students W % All Students % Af-A Af-A
students Wh w/ disabili- w/Dis African- All Al- Students %

White ties Amertcan A w/Dis. w/Dis.
Acadia 7644 1 71.2 868 63.2 3070 28.6 504 | 36.7
Allen 3266 73.6 303 70.5 1127 25.4 127 29.5
Ascension 9515| 68.5 1038 55.5 4229 304 826 | 44.2
Assumption 2728 | 54.9 209 38.5 44.5 334 334 61.5
Avoylles 4613 | 60.5 313 48.1 2970 38.9 36| S51.0
Beauregard 5332 81.z2 554 4.7 1158 17.6 184 | 24.8
Bienville 1314 44.9 103 31.1 1608 54.9 228 68.9
Bogalusa, City of 1943 54.8 193 .8 1594 449 171 | 46.8
Bosster 11473 ) 684 824 55.4 4847 289 645 | 433
Caddo 214421 40.0 1629 29.7 31649 59.0 3833 | 69.9
Calcasieu 233861 693 2535 642 10158 30.1 1392 ] 353
Caldwell 1575 771 122 66.7 433 21.2 61| 333
Cameron 1916 92.6 236 88.1 126 6.1 28| 104
Catahoula 1563 | 652 a0 46.6 816 34.1 102 | 52.8
Claibotne 191 | 388 103 30.4 1864 60.8 235 693
DDeSoto 2339 430 150 30.7 3061 56.2 335 ( 68.9
East Baton Rouge 19464 | 39.8 1862 284 28320 57.9 4675 | 71.4
East Carroll 219 104 19 13.7 1886 89.4 120 | 86.3
East Feliciana 1082 29.7 86 30.7 2558 70.2 193 68.9
Evangeline 4458 61.7 512 54.4 2761 38.2 429 | 45.6
Franklin 2640 | 55.0 121 388 2155 44.9 190 | 690.9
Grant 2946 | 81.6 247 69.8 646 17.9 102| 28.8
Iberia 9245 | 58.6 1209 48.3 6044 383 12721 50.8
Iberville 1546 284 123 22.5 3890 715 423 | 775
Jackson 1875 62.7 126 52.3 1117 373 115 47.7
Jefferson Davis 5066 | 73.6 545 65.5 1727 25.1 278 | 33.4

For comments or more information, please contact: W, Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-830l5_
J
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LEA, continued All Wiiite | % Wh | Wh Students Wh% All African- | % Af- Af-A Af-h
students w/ w/Dis American A students %

disabilities students wiDis. w/Dis.
Jefferson 28297 | 51.0 3604 52.1 21141 38.1 2991 43.3
Lafayette 16796 | 66.2 1655 53.9 8182 32.2 13891 45.3
Lafourche 12025 | 74.6 1611 65.0 3281 20.3 735 29.7
[ aSalle 2615 | 873 174 84.4 348 11.6 31 12.6
Lincoln 3581 58.3 204 383 2503 40.7 312 606.1
Livingston 15945 | 93.0 1246 83.7 1169 6.8 2241 15.1
Madison 521 18.1 51 21.6 2328 81.0 185| 78.4
Monree, City of 1358 | 134 83 10.2 8713 86.2 773 | 89.8
Morehouse 2266 | 35.5 204 28.3 4121 64.5 517 71.7
Nachitoches 3600 443 243 33.1 4450 54.8 490 { 66.8
Orleans 5541 6.3 375 5.7 78093 89.3 6131 924
Ouachita 13711 76.7 979 67.5 4012 224 4551 314
Plaquemines 27501 61.6 241 58.9 1493 33.5 158 38.6
Pointe Coupee 1263 | 35.3 154 314 2298 64.3 316 66.5
Rapides 13730 | 56.9 1452 51.9 9874 40.9 13301 476
Red River 8151 42.0 49 26.8 1119 57.6 1341 73.2
Richland 1980 | 45.6 170 36.3 2350 54.1 294 | 62.8
Sabine 2595 | 55.7 238 48.7 1273 27.3 193 | 39.5
St. Bernard 7779 | 85.7 1081 85.2 827 9.1 127 10.0
St. Charles 6173 65.0 475 51.4 3145 33.1 438 | 474
St. Helena 239 12.8 25 10.1 1626 87.2 223 89.9
§t. James 12721 29.6 89 27.9 3027 70.3 2291 71.8
St. John 2703 | 37.7 363 33.7 43.24 60.3 701 65.1
St. Landry 8434 | 46.8 817 40.3 9514 52.8 1204 | 59.3
St. Martin 4754 | 54.0 558 44.4 3925 44.6 689 54.8
St. Mary 5794 | 49.8 618 42.4 5225 44.9 818 | 56.1
St. Tammany 24553 83.5 2775 74.7 4508 15.3 8951 24.1
Tangipahoa 9381 54.4 983 449 7755 44.9 12421 55.6
Tensas 329 219 43 15.8 1173 78.1 230 | 84.2
Terrebonne 13367 | 66.7 1524 57.1 4804 24.0 897 | 33.6
Union 2437 | 595 121 384 1632 39.8 1921 60.9
Yemmillion 8066 | 77.1 1044 75.0 2076 19.8 340 | 24.4
VYernon 8115 69.6 813 71.6 2646 22.7 283 ] 249
Washington 3101 | 58.6 307 49.7 2174 41.1 310| 50.2
Webster 4739 | 58.1 204 50.7 3410 41.8 197 | 49.0
W. Baton Rouge 1968 | 50.3 113 37.7 1935 49.5 186 | 62.0
West Carroll 2064 | 78.2 150 64.7 570 21.6 81| 349
West Feliciana 1137 52.9 108 41.5 1010 47.0 151 58.1
Winn 2148 ] 63.2 169 | 48.3 1231 36.2 1791 514

For commaents or more information, please contact: W. Alan Caulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
{504)942-8214; FAX (581) 942-8305
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Traditional socially-determined disabilities. Table 2 shows student popuiation vercentages for
White and African-American students with traditional socially determined disabilities: learning
diabilities, emtional/behavioral disordered. and mental disabifities. Variously termed “subjective”
(Ysseldyke & Algozzine, 1982) or "nonnormative™ (Tomlinson. 1982), these disabilities have been
most frequently characterized as requiring professional judgment in arriving at a diagnosis. Sixty-
two of the sixty-six LEAs (93.9%) show disproportion in one or more of the three categories. 48.5%
of .LEAs (32 of 66) show an ethnic disproportion for learning disabilities. 50% of LEAs (33 of 66)
show an ethnic disproportion for emotional/behavioral disorders. 89.39% of LEAs (59 of 66) show
disproportion for mental disabilities. Tucker (1980) has pointed to differences in socially determined
disabilities versus biologically determined disabilities. Socially determined di... silites are thought to
be more susceptible to ethnic disproportion than biologically determined disabilities. As Gelb and
Mizokawa (1986) state, ““the social context of diagnosis is at least as important as the inner quaiities
of individuals in creating ‘mild handicaps™ (p. 552). The reader will want to carefully study Tables

2 and 3 to contrast these differences for this particular sample.

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter. P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
{504)942-8214; FAX {504) 942-8305
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Table 2
Students with Socially-Determined Disabilities Compared to All Students
LEA Y% Learning Emotional/ Mental Yo Learming | Emotional/ Mental
All Disabilities | Behavioral | Disabilities All Disabili- | Behavioral | Disabili-
White % Wh Disordered % Wh Afriean- ties Disordered ties
Students % Wh Ameri- % Af-A % Af-A % Af-A
can
Students
Acadia 71.2 64.0 50.0 45.3 28.6 359 50.0 54.7
Allen 73.6 66.3 62.5 574 254 33.7 3.5 42.6
Ascension 68.5 57.0 55.3 36.1 304 429 44.2 63.5
Assumption 54.9 48.0 26.5 243 44.5 52.0 73.5 75.7
Avoylles 60.5 42.3 33.3 42.3 389 57.7 66.7 57.1
Beauregard 81.2 720 57.1 61.9 17.6 274 429 38.1
Bienville 44.9 333 44 .4 18.0 54.9 66.7 55.6 82.0
Bogalusa, City of 54.8 54 429 17.9 44.9 453 57.1 82.1
Bossier 68.4 50.1 63.1 35.1 28.9 48.6 369 64.0
Caddo 40.0 253 320 16.5 59.0 74.4 67.5 834
Calcasieu 69.3 63.0 65.1 49.] 30.1 36.5 349 50.1
Caldwell 77.1 57.5 0.0 51.6 21.2 42.5 100.00 48.4
Cameron 92.6 862 100.0 77.3 6.1 11.8 0.0 22.7
Catahoula 65.2 452 28.6 341 34.1 54.8 57.1 6§59
Claiborne 38.8 27.0 60.0 16.3 60.8 2.9 40.0 83.7
Concordia 48.5 46.2 40.0 24.5 49.9 53.8 60.0 76.5
DeSoto 43.0 29.8 103 21.9 56.2 69.3 89.7 78.1
East Baton 39.8 21.0 19.7 20.8 579 78.9 80.3 79.2
Rouge
[ East Caroll 10.4 19.1 0 43| 894 809 0.0 95.7
East Feliciana 29.7 32.0 71.4 16.5 70.2 68.0 28.6 83.5
Evangeline 61.7 63.2 529 34.0 382 36.8 47.1 66.0
Franklin 55.0 379 50.0 20.7 449 62.1 50.0 70.3
Grant 81.6 71.0 55.6 63.2 17.9 28.5 44 4 36.8
YTheria 58.6 474 309 304 38.3 51.8 69.1 68.7
Iberville 284 219 29.2 12.6 715 78.1 70.8 874
Jackson 62.7 47.7 333 326 373 52.3 66.7 67.4
Jefferson Davis 73.6 68.4 83.3 444 251 31.1 16.7 55.0
Jefferson 51.0 50.2 41.7 365 38.1 45.7 56.3 57.0
Lafayette 66.2 50.1 38.0 37.1 322 494 62.0 62.7
Lafourche 74.6 66.9 56.2 47.4 20.3 26.2 43.0 50.7
LaSalle 87.3 89.7 0 772 11.6 10.3 0.0 22.8
Lincoln 583 373 533 21.8 40.7 62.7 46.7 78.2

Far comments or more information, please contact: W, Alan Coulter, P.O, Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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LEA % Leaming { Emotional/ Mental % Learning | Emotional/ Mental
Wh Disabilities | Behavioral | Disabilities Af-A Disabiliti | Behavioral | Disabilities
%2 Wh Disordered % Wh es Disordered | % Af-A
___ % Wh %ALA | %Afa
Liv.agston 93.0 84.2 82.9 67.5 6.8 14.3 17.1 319
Madison 18.1 21.1 333 1.1 81.0 78.9 66.7 98.8
Monroe, City of 13.4 7.4 4.3 7.9 86.2 92.6 95.6 92.1
Morehouse 355 27.2 55.6 17.7 64.5 72.8 44.4 82.3
Nachitoches 443 33.2 0 26.7 54.8 66.4 1¢0.0 73.3
Orleans 6.3 37 36 2.7 89.3 94.8 95.4 95.2
Quachita 76.7 619 55.° 524 22.4 36.9 44.7 46.5
Plaguemines 61.6 53.7 62.1 48.8 335 44.1 37.9 46.3
Pointe Coupee 35.3 41.5 217 26.3 64.3 56.9 78.3 73.1
Rapides 56.9 45.2 54.5 53.6 40.9 545 44.6 45.7|
Red River 42.0 28.8 25.0 11.9 57.6 71.2 75.0 88.1
Richland 45.6 30.2 250 19.6 54.1 69.2 68.8 80.4
Sabine 55.7 396 522 5.6 27.3 435 34.8 57.6
St. Bernard 85.7 85.8 81.0 78.1 9.1 9.5 15.5 18.4
St. Charles 65.0 49.6 393 41.0 33.1 493 60.0 59.0
St. Helena 12.8 13.5 10.0 4.1 87.2 86.5 90.0 95.9
St. James 29.6 24.4 40.0 10.9 70.3 74.8 60.0 89.1
St. John 37.7 35.8 309 19.9 60.3 62.7 69.1 78.6
St. Landry 45.8 404 29.3 25.9 52.8 59.5 68.0 73.8
St. Martin 54.0 42.4 28.6 378 44.6 56.5 71.4 62.2
St. Mary 49.8 442 50.0 23.8 44.9 54.3 50.0 75.4
St. Tammany 835 72.1 39.6 62.2 1533 27.1 38.8 357
Tangipahoa 54.4 47.1 50.0 20.3 44.9 527 50.0 79.0
Tensas 219 12.0 0.0 8.2 78.1 88.0 100.0 91.8
Terrebonne 66.7 556 448 47.8 240 35.2 S0.3 42.4
Exlion 59.5 374 833 33.8 35.8 62.6 16.7 64.9
Vermillion 771 75.0 75.0 63.2 198 248 25.0 J6.8
Vernon 69.6 69.0 86.4 65.5 22,7 274 9.1 345
‘Washington 58.6 44 .4 55.6 31.0 41.1 55.6 44.4 69.0
Webster 58.1 50.0 88.9 284 41.8 49.1 1.1 718
W. Baton Rouge 503 32.7 66.7 22.4 49.5 67.3 333 77.6
West Carroll 78.2 60.0 50.0 42.1 21.6 38.6 50.0 57.9
West Feliciana 52.9 30.4 50.0 42.3 47.0 69.6 50.0 517
Winn 63.2 62.4 100.0 369 36.2 37.6 0.0 63.1

Traditional biologicallv-determined disabilities. Table 3 shows data for three traditional

biologically determined disabilities: orthopedic disabilities, Deaf (but not Hard-of-Hearing), and

For comments or more informaltion. please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,

(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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Visually Impaired. Note that the number of I.EAS with disproportionatc representation tor African
Americans for these generally biologically determined exceptionalities is substantially lower than for
those socially determined exceptionalities.

Table 3

Students with Biologically-Determined Disabilities with All Students

LEA % Othopedic Deaf Blind % Orthopedic Deaf Blnd
All | Disabllities { % Wh % Wh All | Disabilities | % Af-A | % AFA
Wh % Wh Af-A % Af-A
Acadia w2 84.2 0.0 7781 28.6 15.8 0.0 222
Allen 73.6 66.7 100.0 100.0 | 254 333 0.0 0.0
Ascension 68.5 77.3 100.0 83.3| 304 22.7 0.0 0.0
Assumption 54.9 60.0 0.0 100.0| 44.5 40.0 100.0 6.0
Avoylles 60.5 84.6 0.0 333 389 15.4 100.0 66.7
Beauregard 81.2 83.3 80.0 750 176 16.7 20.0 25.0
Bienville 449 25.0 100.0 333 | 549 75.0 0.0 66.7
Bogalusa, City of 54.8 57.1 100.0 100.0 | 44.9 429 0.0 0.0
Bossier 68.4 84.4 25.0 333 | 289 11.1 75.0 66.7
! Caddo 40.0 57.5 37.0 50.0] 59.0 42.5 63.0 50.0
| Calcasieu 69.3 79.6 70.0 842 | 30.1 204 30.0 158
Caldwell 77.1 100.0 0.0 100.0{ 21.2 0.0 0.0 0.0
Camercn 92.6 100.0 100.0 00| 6.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Catahoula 65.2 66.7 0.0 1000 | 34.1 333 0.0 0.0
Claiborne 38.8 80.0 100.0 75.0 | 60.8 20.0 0.0 25.0
Concordia 48.5 100.0 0.0 00| 49.9 0.0 100.0 0.0
DeSoto 43.0 100.0 0.0 500 56.2 0.0 100.0 50.0
East Baton Rouge 39.8 43.7 42.9 3411 579 557 57.1 65.9
East Carroll 10.4 333 0.0 00| 894 66.7 0.0 100.0
East Feliciana 29.7 0.0 0.0 500 70.2 0.0 0.0 50.0
Evangeline 61.7 85.7 0.0 200 38.2 143 0.0 80.0
Franklin 55.0 66.7 100.0 001 449 333 0.0 100.0
Grant 81.6 60.0 0.0 100.0] 17.9 20.0 0.0 0.0
[beria 58.6 77.1 61.5 57.1] 383 22.9 38.5 429
[berville 284 60.0 0.0 333 1.5 40.0 0.0 66.7
Jackson 62.7 100.0 0.0 00[ 373 0.0 0.0 100.0
Jefferson Davis 73.6 88.1 75.0 00| 25.1 9.5 25.0 0.0
Jefferson 51.0 65.6 423 609 | 38.1 258 42.3 348
Lafayette 66.2 54.3 90.9 57.1 | 32.2 41.3 9.1 38.1
Lafourche 74.6 81.6 64.3 57.1| 20.3 10.5 214 42.8
For comments or more informatian. please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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LEA % Othopedic Deal Blind % Orthopedic Deaf Blind
All Disabilities % Wh % Wh All Disabilities % Af-A Y% Af-A
Wh % Wh Af-A % Af-A
LaSalle 873 80.0 0.0 0.0] 11.6 20.0 0.0 0.0
Lincoln 58.3 333 0.0 5001 40.7 66.7 0.0 50.0
Livingston 23.0 90.9 100.0 66.7 6.8 9.1 0.0 333
Madison 18.1 0.0 0.0 100.0} 81.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Monroe. City of 13.4 0.0 50.0 500! 86.2 100.0 50.0 50.0
Morehouse 355 46.2 0.0 333 | o045 53.8 0.0 66.7
Nachitoches 44.3 75.0 0.0 50.01 54.8 25.0 0.0 50.0
Orleans 6.3 7.9 0.0 37| 893 87.3 89.7 96.3
Quachita 76.7 88.9 100.0 70.0 | 22.4 11.1 0.0 30.0
Piaquemines 61.6 65.7 0.0 0.0 335 16.7 0.0 100.0
Pointe Coupec 35.3 429 0.0 66.7 | 64.3 57.1 0.0 333
Rapides 56.9 70.4 43.5 50.0¢( 40.9 27.8 56.5 50.0
Red River 42.0 66.7 0.0 0.0 51.6 333 0.0 0.0
Richland 45.6 66.7 0.0 50.0| 54.1 333 100.0 50.0
Sabine 55.7 10G.0 100.0 0.0 273 0.0 0.0 0.0
St. Bernard 85.7 833 100.0 77.8 9.1 16.7 0.0 1.1
St. Charles 65.0 60.0 0.0 66.7 | 33.1 40.0 0.0 333
St. Helena 12.8 25.0 0.0 100.0 | 8§7.2 75.0 0.0 0.0
St_ James 29.6 50.0 0.0 0.0} 703 50.0 0.0 0.0
St. John 377 50.0 0.0 50.0( 60.3 50.0 0.0 50.0
St. Landry 46.8 58.8 64.3 50.0; 528 41.2 35.7 50.0
St. Martin 54.0 57.1 0.0 0.0 44.6 42.9 0.0 0.0
St. Mary 49.8 62.5 100.0 100.0 | 44.9 313 0.0 0.0
St. Tammany 83.5 20.9 88.2 90.9 | 153 9.1} 11.8 9.1
Tangipahoa 54.4 70.0 28.6 66.7 | 44.9 300l 71.4 333
Tensas 21.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 78.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Terrebonne 66.7 73.3 100.00 76.9 | 24.0 15.0 0.0 23.1
Union 59.5 100.00 100.0 100.0 | 39.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
Vermillion 77.1 95.7 0.0 333 198 43 0.0 0.0
Vernon §9.6 62.5 0.0 90.0 | 22.7 25.0 0.0 10.0
Washington 58.6 875 50.00 50.00 | 41.1 12.5 50.0 50.0
Webster 58.1 100.0 0.0 1000 41.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
W. Baton Rouge 50.3 40.0 0.0 0.0] 49.5 60.0 0.0 0.0
West Carroll 78.2 71.4 0.0 50.0| 21.6 28.6 0.0 50.0
West Feliciana 529 60.0 0.0 00| 470 20.0 0.0 0.0
Winn 63.2 66.7 0.0 100.0 ] 36.2 333 0.0 0.0
LI
« 1

For comments or more information. please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P,O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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Additional disabilities. Table 4 shows the data for three additional disabilities: Speech

Impaired. Other Healsth lmpaired. and Autistic. Only 8 LEAs of 66 showed a disproportionalte rate

for African-American students identified as Speech impaired. Of the eight LEAs. four districts

indicated underrepresentation and four an overrepresentation. Nineteen of sixty-six LEAs showed

disproprtionate disproportionate for Other Health Impaired with four districts overrepresented and

fifteen underrcpresented. Forty-one of the sixty-six LEAs were disproportionate for the category of

Autistic. However, given the low number of studcnts in many districts with this disability, the

significance of the data is unclear.

Table 4

Students with Disabilities Compared to All Students

LEA % Speech Other Autistic % Speech Other Autistic
Al % Wh Health % Wh All % Af-A Health % Af-A
Wh Impaired Af-A Impaired
% Wh % Af-A
Acadia 712 75.4 | 71.0 80.0 | 28.6 | 24.6 29.0 20.0
Allen 73.6 85.0 60.0 1000 ] 254 15.0 40.0 0.0
Ascension 68.5 57.9 77.1 55.6 1 304 41.7 229 44 .4
Assumption 54.9 57.6 529 13.3| 445 42 4 47.1 66.7
Avoylles 60.5 66.1 63.2 100.0 | 38.9 339 36.8 0.0
Beauregard 8i.2 81.6 76.7 85.71 17.6 16.3 233 14.3
Bienville 44.9 30.1 50.0 100.0 | 54.9 69.9 50.0 0.0
Bogalusa. City of 54.8 61.6 50.0 0.0 44.9 384 50.0 0.0
Bossier 68.4 74.6 g1.8 4291 289 24.5 15.1 57.1
Caddo 40.0 41.9 62.4 1851 59.0 57.5 37.6 65.4
Calcasieu 69.3 77.3 84.0 84.2 | 30.1 217 16.0 15.8
Caldwell 77.1 83.3 83.3 100.0 | 21.2 16.7 16.7 0.0
Cameron 92.6 938 100.0 0.0 6.1 42 0.0 0.0
Catahoula 65.2 60.6 66.7 0.0] 34.1 194 33.3 0.0
Claiborne 38.8 432 333 0.0] 60.8 55.7 66.7 0.0
Concordia 48.5 37.5 62.5 0.0] 499 42.5 37.5 100.0
DeSoto 43.0 41.7 14.3 50.0 | 56.2 58.3 85.7 50.0
East Baton Rouge 39.8 39.5 583 30.2 | 579 60.3 41.7 69.8
East Carroll 10.4 44.4 33.3 0.0 894 55.6 66.7 100.0

For comments or more information. please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,

(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942 8305
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LEA % Speech Other Autistic %o Speech Other Autistic
Al % Wh Health % Wh All | %AFRA Health ° Af-A
Wh [mpaired Af-A Impaired
% Wh % Af-A

East Feliciana 29.7 354 57.1 0.0} 70.2 63.6 42.9 0.0
Evangeling 61.7 69.6 72.7 00| 38.2 304 27.3 100.0
Franklin 55.0 51.6 60.0 0.0 44.9 484 40.0 100.0
Grant 81.6 67.3 78.6 100.0| 17.9 28.6 14.3 0.0
Iberia 58.6 57.1 55.0 60.0 | 38.3 420 41.0 30.0
Tberville 28.4 326 7.7 0.0 71.5 674 923 100.0
Jackson 62.7 73.5 54.5 0.0} 37.3 26.5 45.5 160.0
Jefferson Davis 73.6 73.6 88.1 100.0 [ 25.1 223 9.5 0.0
Jefferson 51.0 64.4 614 495 38.1 29.8 339 42.1
Lafayeite 662 64.7 71.7 50.0| 32.2 34.1 27.5 50.0
Lafourche 74.6 73.6 83.9 46.7 ([ 20.3 224 12.6 46.7
LaSalle 87.3 88.6 100.0 00| 11.6 9.1 0.0 0.0
Lincoln 583 535 77.8 12.5| 40.7 44 .4 22.2 87.5
Livingston 93.0 936 86.5 0.0 6.8 64.1 7.9 100.0
Madison 18.1 49.0 100.0 0.0 81.0 51.0 0.0 100.0
Momroe, City of 13.41 16.5 242 0.0 86.2 83.5 75.8 100.0
Morehouse 355 378 26.3 0.0 64.5 62.2 73.7 100.0
Nachitoches 443 39.9 28.6 143 | 54.8 59.2 68.6 85.7
Qrleans 6.3 114 53 6.0 89.3 854 92.8 94.0
Quachita 76.7 31.3 88.1 66.7| 22.4 17.9 10.2 333
Plaquemines 61.6 60.8 87.5 50.0 335 36.7 12,5 50.0
Pointe Coupee 353 33.0 409 0.0 64.3 63.0 59.1 0.0
Rapides 36.9 | 61.5 64.1 68.4 | 40.9 37.5 359 31.6
Red River 42.9 41.7 0.0 0.0| 57.6 583 0.0 0.0
Richland 45.6 61.5 40.0 0.0] 54.1 36.5 60.0 100.00
Sabine 55.7 78.3 64.7 66.7{ 273 13.3 23.5 333
St. Bernard 85.7 87.1 94.6 100.00 9.1 64.3 2.7 0.0
St. Charles 65.0 56.9 733 20.0( 33.1 41.6 20.0 60.0
St. Helena 12.3 715 0.0 0.0] 87.2 92.5 100.0 100.0
St. James 29.6 37.1 64.3 0.0} 70.3 62.9 357 100.0
St. John 37.7 43.4 47.1 333 | 60.3 55.0 529 66.7
St. Landry 46.8 40.1 64.9 214 52.8 59.1 346 78.6
St. Martin | 54.0 504 61,5 00| 44.6 43.9 385 0.0
St. Mary 49.8 48.5 55.6 25.0| 44.9 49.3 429 75.0
St. Tammeany 835 81.2 77.6 72.7 | 15.3. 17.3 21.9 27.3
Tangipahoa 54.4 51.2 46.0 50.0 | 44.9 48.2 54.0 50.0
Tensas 219 28.8 50.0 0.0} 78.1 71.2 50.0 0.0
Terrebonne 66.7 66.6 76.7 429 | 24.0 21.6 209 524

For comments or more informatir=, please contact: W. Alan Toulter, P.O. Box 57113. New Orleans, LA 70157,

{504)942-8214; FAX (504} 942-3:-!9.;
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LEA % Speech Other Autistic % Speech QOther Autistic
All % Wh Health % Wh All % Af-A Health % Af-A
Wh Impaired Al-A Impaired
% Wh % Af-A
Union 59.5 529 55.6 0.0 398 47.1 44.4 0.0
Vermillion 77.1 75.8 84.8 75.0 | 19.8 23.3 15.2 25.0
Vernon 69.6 75.0 76.7 25.0{ 22.7 214 18.6 75.0
Washington 58.6 68.0 71.4 00| 411 311 28.6 100.0
Webster 58.1 64.9 50.0 0.0 41.8 351 50.0 0.0
W. Baton Rouge 50.3 51.1 50.0 66.7( 49.5 47.7 50.0 333
West Carroll 78.2 75.4 80.0 100.0| 21.6 24.6 20.0 0.0
West Feliciana 52.9 55.1 57.1 50.0| 47.0 44.9 42.9 50.0
Winn 63.2 56.9 66.7 0.0 36.2 41.5 333 0.0
Table 5 displays the darta for cach LEA concerning Hard of Hearing, Multiple
Disabilities, and Noncategorical Preschool. Fourteen of sixty-six school districts showed a
disproportionate ratc for Hard of Hearing while thirty-five of sixty-six districts were noted as
disproportionate for Multiple Disabilities.
Table 5
Students with Specific Diabilities Compared to All Students
LEA % Hard of Multiple NonCat. % Hard of Muitiple NonCat.
Wh Hearing % | Disabilities | Preschool Af-A Hearing Disabilities | Preschool
Wh % Wh % Wh % Al-A % Al-A % Af-A
Acadia 71.2 71.4 100.0 653 | 28.6 28.6 0.0 347
Allen 73.6 83.3 75.0 68.0| 25.4 16.7 25.0 320
Ascension 68.5 70.0 62.5 45.8 | 304 30.0 37.5 53.3
Assumption 54.9 66.7 0.0 264 | 33.4 33.3 100.0 73.6
Avoylles 60.5 50.0 0.0 56.1| 38.9 50.0 0.0 41.5
Beauregard 81.2 100.0 100.0 8131 176 0.0 0.0 18.7
Bienville 44.9 50.0 50.0 316 | 54.9 50.0 50.0 68.4
Bogalusa, City of 54.8 55.6 100.0 53.6| 44.9 444 0.0 46.4
| Bossier 68.4 73.3 77.8 38.8 | 28.9 26.7 222 58.3
Caddo 40.0 50.0 383 18.7 | 59.0 50.0 60.0 81.1
Calcasieu 69.3 77.8 57.1 596 30.1 22.2 429 40.4
Caldwell 77.1 100.0 833 750 21.2 0.0 16.7 25.0
Cameron 92.6 75.0 0.0 905 | 6.1 25.0 0.0 9.5

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter. P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,

(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 9428305
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LEA % Hard of Muitiple NenCat. % Hard of Muitiple NonCat.
All Hearing % | Disabilities | Preschoal All Hearing Disabilities | Preschool
Wh Wh % Wh % Wh Af-A % AT-A % Af-A % Af-A
Catahoula 65.2 0.0 100.0 400 | 34.1 6.0 0.0 60.0
Claibome 388 0.0 0.0 25.5] 60.8 100.0 100.0 74.5
Concordia 48.5 333 333 3751 499 66.7 66.7 58.3
DeSoto 43.0 250 100.0 344 56.2 75.0 0.0 65.6
East Baton Rouge 39.8 42.6 40.0 34.1| 579 55.6 60.0 65.9
East Carroll 104 0.0 0.0 00| 89.4 100.0 100.0 100.0
East Feliciana 29.7 50.0 0.0 31.8| 70.2 50.0 100.0 68.2
Evangeline 61.7 75.0 60.0 24.0 | 382 25.0 40.0 76.0
Franklin 55.0 66./ 250 47.80 | 449 333 50.0 52.2
Grant 81.6 100.0 100.0 6961 17.9 0.0 100.0 304
Iberia -~ 58.6 679 51.4 544 383 32.1 48.6 44.1
Iberville 28.4 0.0 0.0 17.1| 71.5 100.0 100.0 829
Jackson 62.7 50.0 83.3 857 | 373 50.0 16.7 14.3
Jefferson Davis 73.6 100.0 60.0 66.0 | 25.1 0.0 40.0 340
Jefferson 51.0 639 48.5 66.9 | 38.1 319 423 29.4
Lafayette 66.2 64.4 70.7 49.2 | 322 35.6 293 49.2
Lafourche 74.6 63.0 85.7 51.0( 203 33.3 14.3 44.1
LaSalle 87.3 100.0 100.0 66.7| 116 0.0 0.0 33.3
Lincoin 58.3 70.0 54.5 7.8 40.7 30.0 45.5 72.2
Livingston 93.0 100.0 84.6 798| 638 0.0 154 20.2
Madison 18.1 0.0 0.0 31.0| 810 100.0 100.0 69.0
Monroe, City of 13.4 304 25.0 2.1 862 69.6 75.0 97.9
Morehouse 35.5 375 44.4 31.2 | 64.5 62.5 55.6 68.8
Nachitoches 44.3 44.4 30.0 198 548 55.6 70.0 79.1
Orleans 6.3 6.0 9.8 50( 893 91.0 86.7 94.5
Quachita 76.7 79.2 84.6 65.2} 224 20.8 11.5 34.8
Plaquemines 61.6 66.7 78.6 46.7 | 33.5 33.3 214 46.7
Pointe Coupee 353 50.0 500 16.7| 64.3 50.0 50.0 83.3
Rapides 56.9 65.5 80.0 48.7| 409 34.5 20.0 51.3
Red River 42.0 0.0 0.0 16.7| 57.6 0.0 0.0 833
Richland 45.6 42.9 45.5 523 54.1 57.1 54.5 46.6
Sabine 58.7 100.0 60.0 544 | 27.3 0.0 40.0 43.9
St. Bernard 85.7 91.7 71.4 786 9.1 8.3 14.3 214
St. Charles 65.0 66.7 64.3 543 | 33.1 33.3 357 45.7
St. Helena 12.8 0.0 0.0 13.0| §7.2 0.0 100.0 87.0
St. James 29.6 0.0 0.0 35.1 | 70.3 100.0 100.0 64.9
St. John 37.7 50.0 47.8 274 60.3 41.7 52.2 72.0
St. Landry 46.8 47.1 63.6 3791 528 52.9 364 62.1
St. Martin 54.0 30.0 69.2 377} 44.6 60.0 30.8 62.3

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,

{504)942-82 14; FAX (594&,942-8305
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LEA % I Hard of Multiple NonCat. % Hard of Multiple NonCat.
All Hearing % | Disabilities | Preschool All Hearing Disabilities | Preschool

Wh Wh % Wh % Wh Af-A % Af-A % Af-A % Af-A
St. Mary 49.8 63.2 41.7 4481 449 36.8 58.3 54.0
St. Tammany 83.5 75.6 774 79.0 | 153 244 194 19.6
Tangipahoa 54.4 60.0 61.1 368 449 40.0 389 62.2
Tensas 219 50.0 100.0 5.0 7841 50.0 0.0 95.0
Terrebonne 66.7 53.3 60.0 50.0 | 24.0 40.0 30.0 40.7
Union 59.5 50.0 50.0 259 39.8 50.0 50.0 72.4
Vermillion 77.1 80.0 66.7 717 19.8 20.0 333 2604
Vernon 69.6 714 38.9 828 22.7 28.6 0.0 12.6
Washington 58.6 57.1 100.0 48.1 | 41.1 429 0.0 519
Wekbster 58.1 333 10.0 50.0 [ 41.8 66.7 90.0 50.0
W. Baton Rouge 50.3 50.0 50.0 66.7 | 49.5 50.0 50.0 333
West Carroll 78.2 100.0 833 7191 21.6 0.0 16.7 28.1
West Feliciana 52.9 0.0 100.0 28.6 470 100.0 0.0 71.4
Winn 63.2 100.0 66.7 26.6 | 36.2 0.0 333 71.9

Gifted and Talented. Table 6 shows the data for Gifted and Talented for each LEA compared
to the ethnic group’s representation in the general population. Gifted is a state supported category
requiring both high academic and cognitive scores on standardized tests for eligibility. Talented is a
state supported exceptionality identified in three areas: visual arts. music, and drama. ldentification s
conducted by specially trained examit . using state developed standardized tests. Fifty-nine of
sixty-six LEAs (89.4%) showed disproportionate underrepresentation of African-American students,
Only twenty-two LEAs identified students as Talented with fifteen LEAs (68.2%) indicating a

disproportionate rate of identification.

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter. P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
(504)942-8214: FAX (504) 942-8305
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Table 6

Students ldentified as Gifted or Talented Compared to All Students

% Gifted Talented % Gifted Talented
LEA of All | % Wh % Wh ofall | %AtA | %AlA

Wh Af-A
Acadia 71.2 | 90.5 0.0 286 (75 0.0
Allen 73.6 | 97.1 0.0 254 {29 0.0
Ascension 68.5 |92.2 100.0 304 |76 0.0
Assumption 549 | 933 0.0 44.5 | 5.7 0.0
Avoylles 60.5 |91.1 0.0 389 | 5.9 0.0
Beauregard 812 | 947 0.0 17.6 | 3.2 0.0
Bienville 449 | 88.2 0.0 549 | 11.8 0.0
Bogalusa, City of | 54.8 1947 79.6 449 |53 20.4
Bossier 68.4 935 0.0 289 | 4.6 0.0
Caddo 40.0 | 89.5 0.0 59.0 | 7.5 0.0
Calcasieu 69.3 | 89.1 0.0 30.1 | 8.1 0.0
Caldwell 77.1 | 94.1 0.0 21.2 |59 0.0
Cameron 92.6 11000 94.0 6.1 0.0 1.2
Catahoula 65.2 |96.4 0.0 341 |36 0.0
Claiborne 38.8 {892 79.8 608 | 10.8 17.9
Concordia 48.5 | 76.7 100.0 49.9 | 20.5 0.0
DeSoto 43.0 | 902 0.0 56.2 | 8.8 0.0
East Baton Rouge {39.8 | 87.7 50.0 57.9 | 11.7 50.0
East Carroll 10.4 | 0.0 0.0 894 | 100.0 0.0
East Feliciana 29.7 1545 0.0 70.2 | 45.5 0.0
Evangeline 61.7 | 826 0.0 38.2 |87 0.0
Franklin 55.0 (883 0.0 449 { 11.0 0.0
Grant 81.6 |92.6 0.0 17.9 | 7.4 0.0
Iberia 58.6 | 81.7 0.0 383 | 156 1 0.0
Iberville 284 520 0.0 71.5 | 48.0 0.0
Jackson 62.7 | 90.0 87.5 37.3 | 10.0 12.5
Jefferson Davis 73.6 1969 0.0 251 | 0.0 0.0
Jefferson 5.0 (753 61.6 38.1 [ 119 20.5
Lafayette 66.2 |87.4 0.0 32.2 | 10.2 0.0
Lafourche 74.6 | 96.1 100.0 203 |16 0.0
LaSalle 873 949 0.0 11.6 | 2.6 0.0
Lincoln 583 |86.1 0.0 40.7 | 10.2 0.0
Livingston 93.0 | 985 0.0 6.8 0.5 0.0
Madison 18.1 [ 56.5 0.0 81.0 | 435 0.0
Monroe, City of | 13.4 | 57.0 0.0 86.2 | 43.0 100.0

For comnments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter. P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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% i alented % Gifted alented
LEA All (‘z,/:)ﬂ\:/?l ‘-’EE: Wh All % Af-A ;l/:u Af-A
Wh AF-A
Morehouse 355 |757 0.0 64.5 | 24.3 0.0
Nachitoches 44.3 | 78.0 741 54.8 | 20.6 24.1
Orleans 6.3 4572 18.3 89.3 | 47.7 77.3
Ouachita 76.7 [ 919 0.0 224 | 6.6 0.0
Plaquemines 61.6 |91.4 100.0 335 {74 0.0
Pointe Coupee 353 833 ¢.0 64.3 | 16.7 0.0
Rapides 56.9 900 0.0 409 | 7.1 0.0
Red River 42,0 | 100.0 0.0 57.6 | 0.0 0.0
Richland 45.6 83.9 0.0 54.1 | 16.1 0.0
Sabine 55.7 | 84.1 0.0 273 |23 0.0
St. Bernard 857 |[91.3 70.0 9.1 1.3 20.0
St. Charles 656 [870 80.0 33.1 | 10.1 19.3
St, Helena 12.8 | 14.3 0.0 872 | 85.7 0.0
St. James 296 |81.2 0.0 70.3 | 18.8 00
St. John 377 | 755 48.0 60.3 | 245 48.G
St. Landry 46.8 | 68.2 0.0 52.8 | 31.0 0.G
St. Martin 540 |90.7 100.0 446 | 69 0.0
St. Mary 4%.8 | 916 0.0 449 | 54 0.0
St. Tammany 835 963 90.1 153 119 6.7
Tangipahoa 544 1879 100.0 449 | 8.4 0.0
Tensas 219 55.6 28.9 78.1 [ 444 71.1
Terrebonne 66.7 |91.7 0.0 24.0 | 3.1 00
Union 595 [903 0.0 398 |9.7 0.0
Vermillion 771 | 92.0 0.0 19.8 | 8.0 0.0
Vernon 69.6 |83.8 0.0 227 | 7.2 0.0
Washington 58.6 |[91.3 76.5 41.1 |79 23.5
Webster 58.1 (929 0.0 418 | 7.1 0.0
W. Baton Rouge | 50.3 | 819 78.7 49.5 | 16.7 21.3
West Carroll 782 | 936 0.0 216 | 64 0.0
West Feliciana 529 !8l1.1 0.0 470 | 189 0.0
winn 63.2 89.3 88.6 36.2 | 10.7 8.6
Discussion

These data suggest that significant disproportion in ethnic representation of students within
some exceptionalities exist in a numbazr of schools in this state. The data for the sixty-six LEAs

indicates that the number of districts rated as disproportionate is substantially higher for traditional

For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter, P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans, LA 70157,
(504)942-8214; FAX (504) 942-8305
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sociatly-determined disabilities in comparison to thosc disabilitics more likcly to be identificd as
traditional biologically-determined. These data also suggest significant under-representation for
African-American students for the exceptionality of Gif.zd. However. this may be one of the first
studies to report large scale. fully representative information derived directly from an individual
student-based data base. Hence, the argument over whethcr or not gcnuine differences exist may not
yet be resolved.

The literature on dispropaortionate identitication has never acheived consensus on why
disproportion exists. Explanations have ranged from biased testing practices (Gordor & Terrel,
1981) to deficiencies in African-American culture (D"Souza, 1995) without any conclusive evidence
10 settle the debate. Reschly and Ward (1991) have supported perhaps the most popular explanation:
economic poverty. These data do indicate thai the school districts depicted in this report may want 10
examine present practices for identificaton of socially-determined disabilities and gifted. However,
as Heller, Holtzman, and Messick (1982) suggest. perhaps the current classification system may
obscure the genuine need to more adequately address the schooling needs of all children. In times of

limited resources, perhaps the principal effort needs to be directed at meeting student needs.

5
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For comments or more information, please contact: W. Alan Coulter. P.O. Box 57113, New Orleans. LA 70157,
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