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ABSTRACT

As NAFTA opens the border between the United States
and Mexico, the need for binational cooperation in education becomes
ever more imperative. This chapter provides a rationale for
binational education-—the benefits of binational education both for
language-minority students and for the majority culture-—and
describes a variety of cooperative bicultural programs for students
and teachers. These programs include: (1) the Leadership Enhancement
Academy for Binational Education in neighboring El Paso (Texas) and
Ciudad Juarez (Mexico), which brings together educators, community
leaders, and parents to cultivate relationships and develop an
integrated systemic approach to binational education in the cities'
schools; (2) two-way bilingual classrooms in which English- and
Spanish-speaking students are grouped in heterogeneous cooperative
learning teams; (3) teachers' learning communities that provide
collegial support for implementing a complex cooperative learning
model; and (4) binational staff development activities involving U.S.
and Mexican teachers from neighboring cities along the border.
Particular emphasis is placed on an effective binational staff
development process that helps teachers transfer appropriate
knowledge and behaviors into the bilingual cooperative classroom, and
provides ongoing support for personal development, interpersonal

relationships, and program implementation. Contains 50 references.
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