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This booklet contains texts ot importance o all
Americans=writings  that have helped shape the
American identity, As a participant in A Gathering
of Equals. vou will have the opportumity to ask
questions abouat these texts, share yvour ideas. and

fearn trom the authors and cach other

WHY A GATHERING OF EQUALS?

Evenone in a democracy has a shared responsibifity
in its proper functioning. We need formms in which
citizens exchange views with one another. not just

with their elected leaders, Ettective representation in
government presupposes a - citizenny that is fully
engaged ina discourse on politcal and social issues,

America todav facks regular forams in which
ordinary people come together to discuss important
issues i a reasoned manner. Too often. public
rhetorie is aimed at getting people to take sidescand
issues hecome oversimplified and polarized. The
success of democraey depends ona public discourse
thatis honestand respecttul—an exptoration of ideas
among people of good will,

\ Gathering of Equals has been organized o

provide such a forum,

SHARED INQUIRY DISCUSSION-—
A MODEL FOR DEMOCRACY

The whared duguiry method of discussion provides a
model tor an open exchange of ideas one comples
issues, Fich discussion participant presents i unigue
perspective: ideas are explored  cooperativedy.
Agreement need not be reached. A those experi-
enced in the shared inguire method know. it pro-
motes respect for ditferent points of view. openness
to ideas that contlice with onr owne and gquestioning

that tests the mernal consisteney of a0 line of

1his howsket copaprighied 1995 by thonght Shared inguiry is a learning process thacis
The Creat Books oundanon bhoth vigorons and inherenty demaocrane,
2 {Cather o g ! y/,wl/-
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THE RULES OF SHARED INQUIRY
DISCUSSION

During shared inguiry  discussion. participants
exchange their ideas freelv. bt do <o within the
“ramework of tour simple rules. Adhering to these
tour *ules keeps the quality of discussion high and
enabies Wl ol wants o engage with the selection

as equals,

.

1. Only thos. who have read the selection may
take art in discussion.

Sharca inquiry diseussion is a text-based actiiry in
which participants rely on cach other o broaden
their anderstanding of the reading selection.
Becanse cach person has read and considered the
sefection individually. the enore group can mose
torward wogether in discovering new ideas.

2 Discuss only the selection everyone has read.
Shared inquiry focises on the one text thae has
been chosen tor discussion, Discussions of other
texts. which perhaps not evervone has read. can
place participants on an unequal footing and inhib-

it the free <haring ot ideas,

3. Do not introduce outside opinions wnless

you can back them wp with evidence from the

selection,

In shared ingnirs. ivis goerideas that are important—
not those of scholars or experts von may know of,
Shared ingquiry diseassion is vour opportunity for a
direct. personal engagement with the exe: vonr
answers to the feader's questions about the sclection
are valid insofar as they are based on evidenee the

text provides

4. Leaders may only ask questions: they may not
answeer them,

e shared ingnies. leaders pose quesnons thae are
real and open o them: They donor know the
answers (o the guestions they ash. but seek the wis-

dom of the group in exploring them

I Cathering ot Fipuals

HOW TO APPROACH THE READINGS

Becanse shared inquiry is a cooperative exploration
of a text it is important that vou read and think
about the selection prior o discussion. Read the
selection twice. allowing time between readings for
reflection. Read with a pencil or pen in hand and
tahe notes, Underdine ideas that seem importane.
Make marginal comments about anvthing that puz-
zles vouo or with which vou strongly agree or dis-
agree, Atterward. write down any questions vou
have abour v hat vou have read. Thinking abow
questions the selection raises in vour mind is an
exeellent wav 1o think it through and prepare o
participate actively in discussion. The questions pro-

vided at the end of cach selection can help voa.

WHAT TO EXPECT IN YOUR
DISCUSSIONS

Disenssion groups will include about 15 people.
with a person trained in the shared inquiry method
serving as discussiott teader. Discussion begins
when the leader poses o fundamental question
about the text that after careful reading. continues
to puzzle him or her As vou and other participants
respond. the feader will follow up on your ideas.
asking questions about how the responses velate 1o
the original question and 1o the ideas pat torward
v the group, o shared inquin. there are no
cyvperts. Each member of the group brings a imique
perspective. By sharing vour interpretations. vou
will discover new aspects of the work and deepen
vonr understanding of i

Throughont discussion. the teader will provide
cuidance onhe by caretul goestoning. Becanse the
feader does not provide answers participants are
challenged o think for themselves: The teader witl
ash regularly for evidenee (Where did vou see thatin
the teat? What in the text led vou to that conclision?)
to give members of the gronp a way to assess the
validinn of thie opinions oftered. Following - this

method. pardcipants gne full consideration wo the

by
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ideas of others. weigh the merits of opposing opin-
ions. and learn o modifs their idos as the evidenee
demands,

Discussion will toeus primarily on interpretive
questions=questions that help us undersand the
meaning of the work. Only after we have cor »oan
understanding of the author can we responsibh
evaluate or judge the work=how far it is true. or

wlhiat it means to us lml‘.l).

ABOUT THE GREAT BOOKS
FOUNDATION AND ITS COUNCILS

Since 1947 the Great Books Foundatdon has pro-
vided people ot all ages ana walks of lite with the
opportuniny to reads disens~and- learn trom: ont-
stnding works ot licecacire. Todav, more than
RCCLCC students pardcipate in Junior Great Be ok~
for grades K-120 and approvimately 20,00 adnles
participate i Greoc Booas discussion groups.
Foundation instristors train an average of 1700
people cach vear o lead discussions nsing the

~shared inquiry method,

Throughout the vears. many people have attest-
ed that the intellectual exchange fostered by their
discussion groups has been one ot the most signiti-
cant experiences of their fives: Numerous groups
have continued to meet for more than 30 vears. In
~everal major cities. Great Books groups ha ¢ been
supported in their ettorts by independent Great
Books councils. who sponsor book discussion activ-
ities that reach out o evervone in the community,

A Gathering of Equals. tunded in part by the
N\ational Endownient for the Humanides and coor-
dinated by the Great Books Foundation. is made
possible by the work and enthusiasm o the volun-
teer Great Books councils of Philadelphia. Chicago.
and San Francisco. Their efforts over the vears,
involving people in discussions ot excellent fitera-
ture of all Kinds. are a tribote to the determination
of Americans to think tor themselves, and o <hare

iheirideas as equals.

(\ Ptrherin: ot foypads
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The Declaration of Independence

In Congress. July 4. 1776

The wananimaowus Declaration of the thirteen

Uonted Suates of America

himan events, it becomes
necessary for one people
to dissohve the politeal

bands which have con-

nected them with another:

and o assume among the powers of the carth. the

~cparate and equal station o which the Faws of

Nature and of Nature's God entitle thenn a decent
respect o the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the canses which impel them to
the separation.

We hold these anrhis so be self=evident. dhat all
men are areated equal. that they are endowed by
therr Creawor with certain unatienable rights. tha
among these are e liberty. and the pursanc of hap-
piness. That to secure these vights covernments are
mstitnted among mens deriving their juse powers
from the consent af the governed, That whenever
amy torm o govermnent becomes destrnetive of
these endscitis the right of the people to aler or o
abolish e and toinstitnte new povernment. faving
it~ tonmdation on snch prindiples and orgamzmg s
powers i such forme as o them shatl seem most
hkely o ettect ther satets and happiess: Prodence

indecd. with dictate thar governments long estab-

Pho Dhieiraton, of //w/:/m vl

~F

hen in the conrse of

fished should not be changed tor light and transicn
catises: and accordinghy all experience hath shown.
that mankind are more disposed o sutter. while
evils are sufterable. than o right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.
But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursting invariably the same object evinees a
design o reduce them under abolute despotisn, it
i~ their right icis dheir duty. o throw oft such gos-

ernment.and o provide new guards for their future

~ecurity, Such has been the patient sutterance of

these Colonies: and sueh is now the necessity which
constrains them o alter their tormer systems of gov -
ernment. The history of the present King ot Great

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa-

tons all having in direet objeet the establishment ot

att absohite turanny over these States o prove this.
Jer facts be sabmitted o a candid world.
He has retused his assent to faws the most

wholesame and necessary for the public good.

He has torbidden his Governors o pass laws of

immediae and - pressing importance. unfess sus-
pended intheir operation sl his assent should be
obtained: and when <o suspended. he has nuerhy
neglected o attend o them,

Fle has retused o pass other Liws for dhe
accommodation of farge districts of people. untess
those peaple would relinguish the mght ot repre-
~cntation in the Legisamres a vight inesnmable o
them and fornmdable to nvrants ondy

He has called Iu:_:t'lll('l' |t‘;.'l~|.lli\t' hadies at
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places unusual uncomtortable. and distant from the
depository of their public records. tor the sole pnr-
pose of fatiguing them into compliance with his
measures,

He has dissolved representative houses repeat-
edhy. tor opposing with manly tirmness his invasions
on the rights of the people.

He has refused tor a long time. after such dis-
solutions. to cause others to be elected: whereby the
legislative powers. incapable of annihilation. have
returned to the people at large tor their exercise: the
State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the
danger of invasion from without and convulsions
within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of

these states: tor that purpose obstrueting the faws of

naturalization ot toreigners: refusing to pass others
to encourage their migration hither. and raising the
conditions of new appropriations ot fands,

He has ob arneted the administration of justice,
by retusing his assent to laws tor establishing judi-
Clary. powers,

He has made judges dependent on his will
alone. tor the tenure ot their oftices. and the amonmn
and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new ottices, and
ent hither swarms ot ofticers to harass our people.
and eat out their substance,

He has kept among us in times of peace. stand-
ing armies without the consent of our legislatares,

He has attected to render the mititary indepen-
dent of and superior to the avil power,

He has combined with others to subjectasioa
jarisdiction toreign to our constitution. and unac-
hnowledged by onr faws: giving his assent o their
acts of pretended legislation:

For quartering bairge bodies of arned troops
AImong s

For protecting them. by a mock trial. from pun-
ishincnt tor any murders which they should commn
on the inhabitants of these States:

For cutting oft one trade with all parts of the
\\nl"(l.

For mpostig tives on us withont onr consent.

For depriving us in many cases. of the benefits
of trial by jury:

For transporting us bevond seas 1o be wied tor
pretended otfenses:

For abolishing the tree svstem of English faws
in a neighboring Provinee, establishing therein an
arbitrary government. and enlarging its boundaries
s0 as to render it at once an example and ficinstru-
ment tor introducing the same absolute rule into
these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters. abolishing our
most valuable laws and altering tondamentally the
forms of our goverpmetits:

For susponding our own Legislatures. and
declari-g themsolves invested with power to legis-
fate Yor us inall cases whatsoever,

He has abdicated government here, by declaring
us out of his protection and waging war against u-,

He has plundered our seas. ravaged our coasts.
burnt our towns. and destroved the fives of our
people.

He s at this time transporting large armies of
torcign mercenatics to complete the works of death,
desolation. and v ranny. already begun with circum-
~tances of cruety and pertids scarcely paralleled in
the mmst barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
head of a civilized naton.

Fle has constrained one tellow citizens taken
captive on the high seas to bear arms againse their
country. to become the executioners of their triend.
and brethren. or o fall themselves by their hands,

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst
us and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants
of our trontiers. the merciless Indian <avages. whose
know e rute of wartare is an undistingnished destrne-
tion ot all ages. sevessand conditions,

In every stage of these oppressions we have peti-
tioned tor redress in the most hnmble terms: one
repeated petitions have: been answered only by
repeated injury. A prinee whose character i thus
marked by every act which may define anvrant s
nufic to be the mler of a tree people

Nor have we heen wanting in attention to our

British brethren. We have warned them trom tme 1o

o Phe Dot of /'/:/:-/u'//l/v e
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time of attempts by their legislare o extend an world for the rectitude of our intentions. do. in the

unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have remind- name. and by authority of the good people of these
ed them of the circamstances of our emigration and Colonies. solemniy publish and declare. That these
settbement here, We have appealed 1o their native United Colonies are, and of right onght o be Frik
justice and magnanimity. and we have conjured and INDEPENDENT STATES: that they are absolved
them by the ties of our common kindred o disavow from all allegiance to the British Crown. and that all
these usurpations. which would inevitably interrupt political connection between them and the State of
our conneetions and correspondence. They too have Great Britain. is and ought to be totally dissolved:
been deat to the voice of justice and consanguinity. and that as Free and Independent States. they have
We must. theretore, acquiesce in the necessity. whch tull power to levy war. conclude peace. contract
denounces our separation. and hold them. as we alliances. establish commeree. and w0 do all other
Lold the rest of mankind. enemies in war i peace acts and things which Tndependent States mav of
triends, right do. And tor the support of this declaration.
WE rekrirort. the Bepresentatives of  the with a tirm reliance on the protection of Divine
UNITED STAEES OoF AMERICA. in General Congress Providence. we mutuathy pledge o each other our
assembled. appealing to the Sapreme Jodge of the lives. our tortines. and our sacred honor.

Interpretive Questiony Lraluative Questions
Fo Why do the colonists teel a need to proclaim to I. Would vou have signed  the Declaration ot
the world their reasons tor declaring indepen- Independence?

dence?

2. Does there come a time when violent revolt is
2. Win do the signers of the Declaration think icis justitied?
their dutv. as well as their right. o change their
svstem of government? 3. Isdemocraey stronger when Americans think of
themselves as “one peoplel” or as many distinet
3. Wiy do the signers of the Declaration proclaim aroups of people?

that the equatity of all people is “selt-evident”
and their rights “unalienable™ Why do they
maintain that democeracy is ordained by dhe

Faws of Natare?
4+ \re the signers of the Decaration motivated by
4 sense ab moral utrage. or by their own selt

mterest?

. Why are the imhabitants ot the thirteen colonies

able to think of themselves as “one peaple™

o Dt ot bodeprensidon
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The Constitution of the United States

PREAMBLE AND BILL OF RIGHTS

¢ the people of the United
States. i order to form a
more pertect Union. estab-
lish justice. insure domes-
e tranquility, provide tor
the common defense. pro-
mote the general weltare. and seaire the blessings
of liherty o ourselves and our posteritn. do ordain
and estabhi<h this Constitntion tor the United States

of America.

CONSTITUTION AL AMENDMWENTS

Article 1
Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion. or prohibiting the tree

exercise thereof: or abridging the treedom of

speech. or of the presss or the right of the people
peaceably o assembles and 1o pedtion the

Government for a redress ot grievances,

breicle 1
A well-regatated militias being necessary o the
security of a free State. the right of the pecole to

heep and berarmss shall not be infringed.

Arveele 11

No soldier <hall. e dme of peace be gnartered
in any house without the consent of the owner. nor
i time of war but i a manner o be preseribed by

flaw.

Article 11

The wight of the people 1o be seenre in their
persons, houses papers. and eftects against nnrea-
sonable scarches and seizures, shall not be violated.
and no warrants shatl issue. but upon probable
canse. supported byoath or atfirmation. and partie-
nlarly deseribing the place to be searched. and the

persons or things to bhe seized.

Article 1

No person shall be held o answer for a capital.
or otherwise infameus crime. unless on a present-
ment or indictment of a grand jury. except in cases
arising in the fand or naval forces. or in the militia.
when in actual sermviee intime of war or public dan-
ger: nor shall any person be subject for the same
oftfense o be twice putin jeopardy of fite or fimb:
nor shatl be compelted inany eriminal case o be g
witness against himselt. nor be deprived of tite, lib-
ertv. or properts. without due process of faw: nor
<hall private properts be aken fo - public use woh-

O LS compensation,

hoade 11

I alt eriminal prosecutions. the acensed <hall
enjor the right 1o a speedy and public tial by an
impartial jury of the State and distiet wherein the
crime <halt have been committed. which district
shall have been previonsh ascertained by law, and
to be intormed ot the nature and canse of the aceu-

sation: 1o he confronted with the witnesses agains

1 (\ Pyvambic md Bl of Kighes
J




him: to have compulsory process for obtaining wit-
nesses i his favor and w have the assistance of

counsel for his defense.

Article 111

In suits at common faw. where the value in con-

toverss shall exceed twenyy dollars. the right of

trial by jury shail be preserved. and no fact tried by

a jury. shall be otherwise reexamined inany court of

the United States. than according o the rules ot the

common faw.

Areicle 1111
Facessive bail shall not be required. nor exces-
sive tines imposed. nor ernel and unusnal punish-

nents infliceed,

Interpretive Questions

. Why does the Constitution present rights as
well as responsibitities? Do the anthors of the
Constitution intend tor the rights of individuals

to ontweigh the common good?

I<

Do the anthors of the Copstitution tear or

desire a strong government?

3. Why do the authors of the Constitution present
the rights of freedom of religion. speech. and

assembly as paramount?

4+ Why does the Constitition begin with the

phirase “We the peaple™

s Does dhe Preamble’s stitement of purpose o
promote the generab weltare”™ sugpese that social
legistodon and programs are the responsibilioy

of the government?

The ottt of o s Nt ]

Article I\
The enumeration in the Constitution. of certain
rights. <hall not be construed w0 deny or disparage

others retained by the people.

Article \

The powers not delegated o the United States
by the Constitntion. nor prohibited by it 1o the
States. are reserved to the States respectively. or o

the p(‘npl('.

Evaluative Questions

1. Are the rights outined in the Constitution “scelt-

evident” or subjeet to change?

2. should democraey place more trust in the will

of “the people™ orinexplicit faw~?

3. Do Americans today care more about their
rights than thetr responsibitities as outlined in
the Constitunon?

O
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The Federalist No. 10

JAMES MADISON

mong the numerons advantages
promised by a well-constructed
Union. none deserves o he more
aceurately developed than its ten-

deney to break and control the

violence of taction. The friend of

popular governments never tinds himselt ~«o much
alarmed tor their character and tate. as when he con-
templates their propensity to this dangerous viee, He
will not fail theretore. 1o seta due value on any plan
which. without violating the principles to which he s
attached. rovides a proper cure for it The instabili-
. injustice. and contusion introduced into the pub-
fic councils have. in truth. been the mortal diseases
under which popular governments have evervwhere
perished: as they continue to be the favorite and
traittul topics from which the adversaries o liberty
derive their n ost specious declamations. The vah-
able improvements made by the American constitu-
tions on the popular models. both ancient and mod-
ern. canno certainly be too much adniired: but it
would be an unwarranable partialite. o contend
that they have as etfectuathy obviaced the danger on
this side. as was wished and expected. Complaimis
are evervwhere heard from onr most considerate
and virtaous citizens, equathy the triends ot public

and private faith. and of pablic and personal libery.

that our governments are too unstable. that the pub-
lic good is disregarded in the contlicts of rival par-
ties. and that measures are o otten decided. not
according to the rules of justice and the rights of the
minor party. but by the superior toree of an interest-
ed and overbearing majority. However anxiously we
mav wish that these complaints had no toundation.
the evidence of known facts will nee permit us 1o
deny that they are in some degree e 1t will be
tound. indeed. on a candid review of onr situation,
that ~ome of the distresses under which we fabor
have been erronecoushy charged on the operation of
our governments: but it will be found. at the same
time. that other causes will not alone account for
many of our heaviest mistortunes: anch. particufarly.
for that prevailing and increasing distrust ot public
engagements. and alarm tor private rights. which are
echoed from one end of the continent to the other.
These must he chieflv it not whollv, effects ot d
unsteadiness and injustice with which a tactious spir-
it has tinted our public administeatons,

By a faction. T understand « number of citizens,
whether amounting o a majorits or minority of the
wholeo who are anited and actuated by ~ome com-
mon impulse of passion. or of interest. adverse to
the rights ot other citizens. or to the permanent and

ageregate interests of the commuanity,

I seres ob neseospaper cssavs pubhished dueng E787 and P78 Aesander Hanalvon John Ly and James Madison songht o
persitade thew readers o sapport the proposed Consimnoon doemg the sirmggle over rantication: Tnoessas Moo 16 Madison con-
aders the violence of opposing tacuens among the people o be achnet danger o demncracs and capdams how the proposed
Consntanion s norque medittosn dos theeat withoot comproanisin: hbern

10 1 P
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There are two methods of curing the mischiets
of faction: the one. by removing its causes: the other.
by controlling its effects.

There are again two methods of removing the
causes of faction: the one, by destroving the liberty
which is essential to its existence: the other. by giv-
ing to every citizen the same opinions, the xame pas-
sions, and the same interests,

It could never be more truly said than of the
first remedy. that it was worse than the disease.
Liberty is to faction what air is to fire. an aliment
without which it instantly expires. But it could not
be less folly to abolish liberty, which is essential to
political life. because it nourishes faction. than it
would be to wish the annihilation of air, which s
essential to animal life. becanse it imparts to fire its
destructive agency,

The second expedient is as impracticable ax

the first would be unwise. As long as the reason of

man continues fallible. and he is at liberty to exer-
cise it ditferent opinions will be formed. As long as
the connection subsists between his reason and his
selt-love, his opinions and his passions will have a
reciprocal intluence on cach other: and the tormer
will be objects to which the latter will attach them-
selves. The diversity in the facultes of men. from
which the rights of property originate. is not less an

insuperable obstacle o a unitormity of interests,

The protection of these faculties is the first object of

government. From the protection of ditteren: and
unequal faculties of acquiring property. the posses-
sionn of different degrees and kinds of property
immediately resudts: and trom the influence ot these
on the sentiments and views of the respective pro-
prictors. eusues a division of the society into differ-
entinterests and parties,

The Tatent causes of faction are thus sown in the
nature of man: and we see them evervwhere
brought auo different degrees ot activity. according
to the ditferent circumstances of civil soeiets. A zeal

tor ditterent opiniors concerning religion. concern-

ing government. and many other points, as well ot

speculation as of practice: an atachment o ditterent

feaders ambitiondy contending tor pre-eminence

The Foderidine Noo 1€

and power: or to persons of other descriptions
whose fortunes have been interesting to = human
passions, have, in turn, divided mankind into par-
ties, inflamed them with mutual animosity. and ren-
dered them much more disposed to vex and
oppress each other than to cooperate for their com-
mon good. So strong is this propensity of mankind
to fall into mutual animosities, that where no sub-
stantial occasion presents itself. the most frivolous
and fanciful distinctions have been sufficient to kin-
dle their unfriendly passions and excite their most
violent conflicts. But the most common and durable
source of factions has been the various and unequal
distribution of property. Those who hold and those
who are without property have ever formed distinet
interests in society. Those who are creditors. and
those who are debtors, fall under a like discrimina-
tion. A landed interest, a manufacturing interest. a
mercantile interest. a moneved interest. with many
lesser interests, grow up ot necessity in civilized
nations. and divide them into different classes, actu-
ated by different sentiiients and views. The regula-
tion of these various and interfering interests forms
the principal task of modern legislation. and
involves the spirit of party and faction in the neces-
sary and ordinary operations of the government.
No man is allowed to be a judge in his own
cause, because his interest would certainly bias his

judgment. and. not improbably. corrupt his integri-

tv. With equal. nav with greater reason. a body ot

men are unfit to be both judges and parties at the
same time: vet what are many of the most important
acts of legislation. but so many judicial determina-
tions, not indeed concerning the rights of single
persons. but concerning the rights of large bodies
of citizens? And what are the different classes of feg-
islators but advocates and parties 10 the causes
which they deteemine? Is a faw proposed concern-
ing private debts? eis a question to which the ered-
itors are parties on one side and the debtors on the
other, Justice ought to hold the balance between
them. Yot the parties are. and must be. themselves
the judpes: and the most numerons party. or. in

other words. the most powertul faction must be
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expected to prevail. Shall domestic manufactures be
encouraged. and in what degree, by restrictions on
toreign manutactures? are questions which would
be differently decided by the landed and the man-
ufacturing classes, and probably by neither with a
sole regard to justice and the pablic good. The
apportionment of taxes on the various descriptions
of property is an act which seems to require the
nost exact impartiality: vet there is, perhaps, no leg-
islative act in which greater opportunity and temp-
tation are given to a predominant party to trample
on the rules of justice. Every shilling with which
they overburden the inferior number. is a shilling
saved to their own pockets.

It is in vain to sav +hat enlightened statesmen
will be able to adjust these clashing interests, and
render them all subservient to the public good.
Enlightened statesmen will not alwavs be at the
helm. Nor. in many cases. can such an adjustment be
made at all w'thout taking into view indirect and
remote considerations, which will rarely prevail over

the immediate interest which one party may tind in

disregrrding the rights of another or the good of

the whole.

The inference to which we are brought is. that
the causes of faction cannot be removed. and that
reliet is onlv to be sought in the means of control-
ling its effects.

If a faction consists of less than a majority, reliet

is supplied by the republican principle. which
enables the majority to defeat its sinister views by
regular vote. It mav clog the adminescration. it may
convulse the society: but it will be unable to execute
and mask its violence under the forms ot the
Constitution. When a majority is included in-a fac-
tion. the torm of popular government. on the other
hand. enables it to acrifice o its ruling passion or
interest both the public good and the rights of
other citizens. To secure the public good and pri-
vate rights against the danger of such a facuon, and
at the satne time to preserve the spirit and the torm
of popular government. is then the great object to
which our inguiries are directed. Let me add that it

is the great desideratum by which this torm of goy-

ernment can be rescued from the opprobrium
under which it has so long labored. and be recom-
mended to the esteem and adoption of mankind.

By what means is this object attainable?
Evidently by one of two only. Either the existence of
the same passion or interest in a majority at the same
time must be prevented, or the majority. having such
coexistent passion or interest. must be rendered. by
their number and local situation, unable to concert
and carry into effect schemes of oppression. If the
impulse and the opportunity be suffered to coincide,
we well know that neither moral nor religious
motives can be relied on as an adequate control.
They are not found to be such on the injustice and
violence of individuals, and lose their efficacy in pro-
portion to the number combined together. that is. in
proportion as their etficacy becomes needful.

From this view of the subject it may be con-
cluded that a pure democracy, by which | mean a
society consisting of a small number of citizens,
who assemble and administer the government in
person. can admit of no cure for the mischiefs of
taction. A common passion or interest will. in almost
every case. be felt by a majority of the whole: a com-
munication and concert result from the form of gov-
ernment itself: and there is nothing to check the
inducements to sacrifice the weaker party or an
obnoxious individual. Henee it is that such democ-
racies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and
contention: have ever been found incompatible
with personal security or the rights of property: and
have in general been as short in their lives as they
have been violent in their deaths. Theoretic politi-
cians, who have patronized this species of govern-
ment. have erroneously supposed that by reducing
mankind to a perteer equality in their political
rights. they would. at the same time. Le perfectly
equalized and assimilated in their possessions, their
opinions, and their passions.

A republic. by which | mean a government in
which the scheme of representation takes place,
opens a ditterent prospect. and promises the cure
for which we are secking. Let us examine the points

in which it varies trom pure democraey. and we

James Madon




Q

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

RIC

shall comprehend both the taiure of the cure and
the efticacy which it must derive trom the Union.

The two great points of ditterence between a
demoeracy and a republic are: tirst. the delegation
of the government. in the latter. to a small number
ot citizens elected by the rest: secondh. the greater
aumber of citizens. and greater sphere of country.
over which the latter mayv be extended.

The eftect of the first difference is. on the one

hand. .o refine and enlarge the public views. by pass-

ing them through the medium of a chosen body ot

citizens. whose wisdont may best discern the wue
interest of their country. and whose patriotism and
fove of justice will be feast likely to sacrifice it to tem-
porary or partial considerations. Under such a regu-
fation. it mav well happen that the public voice. pre-
nounced by the representarives of the people. will be
more consonant to the public good than it pro-
nounced by the people themseives. convened tor the

purpose. On the other hand. the eticet may be nvert-

ed. Men of factious tempers. of local prejudices. or of

sinister designs. mav. by intrigue. by corruption. or by
other means. first obtain the sutirages. and then
betray the interests. of the people. The question

resufting is. whether small or extensive republics are

most tavorable to the election of proper guardians of

the public weal: and it is elearly deaided in tavor of

the fatter by two obvious considerations:

tn the first place. it is to be remarked that. how -
ever sniall the republic may be. the representatives
must be raised to a certain number. in order to
guard against the cabals of a tew: and that howey-

er large it may be. they must be limited to a certain

number. in order to guard aganst the contusion of

a muldtade, Henee. the number of representatives

in the two cases not being in proportion w that of

the two constituents. and being - proportionan,
greater i the small republic i tollows thae it the
proportion of fic characters be not fessin the farge
than in the small republics the tormer will present a
preater option. and consequenty agreater proba-
hitin of a fir choiee,

fn the nest plice. as cach representative will be

chosen by a greater number of citizens i the farge

The Leddernadng N 1t

than in the small republic. it will be more difticult
tor unworthy candidates to practice with success the
vicious arts by which elections are too otten carried:
and the suttrages of the people being more free. will
be more likelv to center in men who possess the
most attractive merit and the most diffusive and
established characters.

It must be confessed that in this, as in most
other cases. there is a mean. on both sides of which
inconveniences will be tound to lie. By enlarging
too much the number of electors. vou render the
representative too little acquainted  with all their
tocal circumstances and lesser interests: as by reduc-
ing it too much vou render him unduly attached to
these. and too litde tit to comprehend and pursue
great and national objects. The tederal Constitution
forms a happy combination in this respect: the great
and aggregate interests being referred to the nation-
al the local and particular to the Stte legislatures,

The other point of difterence is. the greater
number of citizens and extent of territory which
mav be brought within the compass of republican
than of democrate government: and it is this cir-
cumstance principally which renders factious com-
binations less to be dreaded in the former than in
the fatter. The smaller the society. the tewer proba-
biv will be the distinet parties and interests com-
posing itz the tewer the distinet parties and interests.
the more frequently will a majority be tound ot the
<amie party: and the smaller the number of individ-
wals composing a majority. and the smatter the com-
pass within which theyv are placed. the more easily
will thev concert and execute their plans of oppres-
sion. Extend the spheres and vou ke in a greater
vartety of parties and interests: you make it less
probable that a majority of the whole will have a
common motive to imade the rights of other ¢iti-
zenss or it such a common motive exists. it will be
more ditficalt tor alt who teel it to discover their
own strength. and to act i unison with each other,
Besides other impediments it may be remarked
that. where there is a consciousness of unjust or dis-
honorable purposes. commumeation is always

checked by distrust in proportion to the number
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whose concurrence s necessary.

Hence, it clearly appears, that the same advan-
tage which a republic has over a democracy, in con-
trolling the effects of faction, is enjoyed by a large
over a small republic—is enjoyed by the Union over
the States composing it. Does the advantage consist
in the substitution of representatives whose enlight-
ened views and virtuous sentiments render them
superior to local prejudices and to schemes of injus-
tice? It will not be denied that the representation of
the Union will be most likely to possess these req-
nisite endowments. Does it consist in the greater
security afforded by a greater variety of parties.
against the event of any one party being able to out-
number and oppress the rest? In an equal degree
does the increased variety of parties comprised
within the Union increase this security? Does it, in
fine, consist in the greater obstacles opposed to the
concert and accomplishment of the secret wishes of
an unjust and interested majority? Here. again, the
extent of the Union gives it the most palpable
advantage.

The influence of factious leaders may kindle a
flame within their particular States, but will be
unable to spread a general conflagration through the
other States. A religious sect may degenerate into a
political faction in a part of the Confederacy; but the
variety of sects dispersed over the entire face of it
must secure the national councils against any danger
from that source. A rage for paper money, for an
abolition of debts, for an equal division of property,
or for any other improper or wicked project, will be
less apt to pervade the whole body of the Union
than a particular member of it; in the same propor-
tion as such a malady is more likely to taint a partic-
ular county or district, than an entire State.

In the extent and proper structure of the Union,
therefore. we behold a republican remedy for the
diseases most incident to republican government.
And according to the degree of pleasure and pride
we feel in being republicans, ought to be our zeal
in cherishing the spirit and supporting the character
of Federalists.

PusLIUs
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Interprenive Questions

According to Madison. is the ultimate cause of
factionalism the “unequal distribution of prop-
erty” or the natural “propensity of mankind to
fall into mutual animosities™?

Would Madison consider modern political par-
ties a means of strengthening or of controlling
faction?

Why are the people more capable of choosing
representatives than deciding policies firsthand?

Does Madison think that citizens in a democracy
are unable to come together to work for the
cause of justice?

What would Madison think of A Gathering of
Equals?

1he Fedevalist Mo 1(

L]

Evaluative Questions

Is the public good today “disregarded in the
conflicts of rival parties™

Are appeals to the conscience rather than to the
self-interest of the majority an effective way to
achieve lasting social change?

To whom does a person owe loyalty in a plural-
istic America—to his or her cultural group. state.
or natio..”




Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC

Second Inaugural Address

ABRANHAM LINCOLN

Muarch 4. 1865

t this second appearing to take
the oath of the presidential oftice.
there is less occasion for an
extended address than there was
at the tirst. Then a statement
somewhat in detail. ot a course to
be pursued. seemed fitting and proper. Now. at the
expiration of tour vears. during which public decla-
rations have been constantly called torth on every

point and phase of the great contest which sl

absorbs the attention. and engrosses the energies of

the nation. littde that is new could be presented. The
progress of our arms. upon which all else chiefly
depends. is as well known to the public as to myself:
and it is. | trust. reasonably satisfactory and encour-
aging to all. With high hope tor the tuture. no pre-
diction in regard to it is ventured.

On the oceasion corresponding to this four
vears ago. all thoughts were anxiously directed toan
impending civil-war. All dreaded it=all sought o
avert it. While the inaugural address was being
delivered from this place. devoted altogether to sar-
g the Union without war insurgent agents were in
the citv secking to destroy it without war—seeking to
dissolve the Union, and divide eftecess by negotia-
tion. Both parties deprecated wars but one of them
would make war rather than ler the nation survive:
and the other would eccepr war rather than et it

perish. And the war came,

One eighth of the whole population were col-
ored slaves. not distributed  generally over the
Union. but localized in the Southern part of it
These slaves constituted a peculiar and powertul
interest. Al knew that this interest was. somehow.
the cause of the war. To strengthen. perpetuate. and
extend this interest was the object tor which the
insurgent: would rend the Union. even by war
while the government claimed no right to do more
than to restrict the territedal enlargement of it
Neither party expected for the war. the magnitude.
or the duration. which it has already attained.
Neither anticipated that the cause of the contlict
might cease with. or even betore. the contlict itselt
should cease. Each tooked tor an easier triumph.
and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both
read the same Bible, and pray to the same God: and
cach invokes His aid against the other. It mayv seem
strange thatany men should dare to ask a just God's
assistance in wringing their bread trom the sweat of
other men’s faces: but et us judge not that we be
not judged. The pravers of both could not be
answered: that of neither has been answered fully.
The Atmighiy has His own purposes. "Woe unto the
world because of offenses! for it most needs be that
ottenses come: but woe to that man by whom the
ottense cometh!” It we shall suppose that American
Skivery is one of those oftenses which. in the prov-
idence of God. must needs come. but which. having
continued through His appointed tme. He now

wills to remove. and that He gives to hoth North

1 o
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and South, this terrible war. as the woe due to those
by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein
any departure from those divine attributes which
the believers in a Living God always ascribe to
Him? Fondly do we hope~fervently do we pray—
that this mighty scourge of war mayv speedily pass
away. Yet., if God wills that it continue, until all the
wealth piled by the bond-man’s two hundred and
fifty vears of unrequited toil shall be sunk. and until
every drop of blood drawn with the lash. shall be
paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said

three thousand years ago. so still it must be said
“the judgments of the Lord, are true and rightecus
altogether”

With malice toward none: with charity for all:
with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to the finish the work we are
in: to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him
who shall have borne the battle. and for his widow,
and his orphan—to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves,
and with all nations.

Interpretive Questions

1. Why does Lincoln take up the attitude of “judge
not that we be not judged” even though he
believes «lavery to have been an oftense to
God?

2. Why doesn’t Lincoln teel triumphant regarding
the successful course of the war? Why does he

avoid calling for vengeance?

3. According to Lincoln, did the North "aceept™
war because of its wish to preserve the Union,

or because of its abhorrence of slavery?

4. Does Lincoln blaiae the South for causing the
war? Why does Lincoln point out that “the gov-
ernment clhimed no right to do more than o
restrict the territorial enlargement”™ of slavery?

5 According to Lincoln. why were people who
had o much in common—even praving to
the same God=unable to avoid such a terrible

conthiet?

Seconed Drrargrur 1! Adfres ]

Evaluative Questions

1. Are Americans as deeply divided today as in the

time of Lincoln?

2. Would Amencans go to war today to preserve

the Union from division?

3. Is it time for Americans to forgive each other for
past wrongs. and “judge not that we be not
judged™

17
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Letter from Birmingham Jail

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

April 16. 1963
My Dear Fellow Clergymen:

hile contined here in the
Birmingham city jail. ]
CAMEe  Aeross '\'Ullr frecent
statement calling my pre-

sent activities "utiwise and

untimely”  Seldom do |

pause to answer eriticism of my work and ideas. 11
sought to answer all the criticisms that cross my
desk. my secretaries would have little time for any-
thing other than such correspondence in the course
of the day. and 1 would have no time for construc-
tive work. But since T teel that vou are men of gen-
nine good will and that vour citicisms are sincere-
Iv set forth. I want to try to answer your statement
in what | hope will be patientand reasonable termis,
I think T should indicate why I am here in
Birmingham. since vou have been influenced by the
view which argues against “outsiders coming in”" |
have the honor of semving ax president of the

Southern Christan Leadership Conference. an

AU THOR™S Nog

organization operating in every southern state. with
headquarters in Adanta. Georgia. We have some
cightv-five atfiliated organizauons across the South.
and one of them is the Alabama Christian
Movement tor Human Rights. Frequendy we share
statt. edacational. and financial resources with our
atfiliates. Several months ago the affiliate here in
Birmingham asked us to be on call to engage in a
nonviolent  direct-action program it such were
deemed necessary, We readily consented. and when
the hour came we lived up to our promise. So |
along with several members of my staff, am here
because I was invited here. Tam here because | have
organizational ties here,

But more basically. I am in Birmingham because
injrstice is here. Just as the prophets of the eighth
century B.C. et their villages and carried their “thus
saith the Lord™ tar bevond the boundaries of their
home towns, and. just as the Apostle Paul teft his vil-
fage of Tarsus and carried the gospel ot Jesus Christ
to the far corners of the Greeo-Roman world. so am
Fcompelled to carry the gospel of freedom bevond
my own home wwn, Like Paul. | must constantly

respond to the Macedonian call tor aid.

This response to o publshed statement by cight tellosw clergamen from Alabama (Bishop € Co L Carpenter.

Bishop Joseph A Durick, Rabbi Hilton 1. Gratiman. Bishop Paul Hardin, Bishop Holan B Harmon. the Reverend George M.

Murras. the Reverend Edward v Ramnage and the Reverend Earl Stallings) was composed nunder somes hat constrieting oir-

cinnstances: Begin on the margins of the nesspaper inowhich the sogement appeared while Fwasoo il the letter was contin

ned onseraps of wetmg paper supphed by atonendhy Negro euses and concladed onnapad iy atorness were eventually per

mitted o leave me Althongh the tent remaing mosubstance nnaltered. § have mdulged e author < prevogatve of polisling

it tor publication

Vartin [ uther Aing. Ir

20




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Moreover. | am cognizant of the interrelated-
ness of all communities and states. | cannot sit idlv
by in Adanta and not be concerned about what hap-
pens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere ix a threat
to justice evervwhere. We are caught inan
inescapable network of mutuality. tied in a ~ingle
garment of destiny. Whatever atfects one directly.
affects all indirectlv. Never again can we afford to
live with the narrow. provincial “outside agitator”
idea. Anvone who lives inside the United States can
never be considered an outsider anvwhere within
its bounds.

You deplore the demonstrations taking plae in
Birmingham. But vour statement. 1 am sorrny to sav.
tails to express a <imilar concern tor the conditions
that brought about the demonstradons | am ~ure
that none of you would want 1o rest content with
the superficial kind of ocial analysis that deals
merely with eftects and does not grapple with
underlying causes, Jtis unfortunate that demonstra-
tions are aking place in Birmingham, but it is even
more untortunate that the cinv’s white power struc-
ture fefi the Negro community with no alternative,

fn any nonviolent campaign there are tour basic
steps: collection ot the facts to determine whether
injustices exist: negotiation: self-puritication: and
direct action. We have gone through all these steps
in Birmingham. There can be no gainsaving the tact
that racial injustice engulfs  this - community.
Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly segre-
gated citv in the United Stees: Anoagly record of
brawlity s widelh known. Negroes have experni-
enced grosshy unjust treatment in the courts, There
have been more unsolved bombings of Negro
homes and churchies in Birmingham dhan inam
other city in the nation, These are the hard browl
facts of the case. On the basis of these conditons,
Negro leaders songht to negotiate with the city
fathers. But the fatter consistenthy refused to engage
in good-faith negotiation,

Then. fast September came the opportanin o
talh with feaders of Birmingham's economic com-
munity, 1 the coarse of the negotations. certain

prontises were made by the merchants=tor exanple.

{ etter oo Ko ham haid
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to remove the stores” humiliating racial signs, On
the basix of these promises, the Reverend Fred
Alabama

Christian Movement for Human Rights agreed o a

Shutdesworth and  the leaders of the
moratorium on all demonstrations. As the weeks
and months went by, we realized that we were the
victims of a broken promise. A tew signs. briefly
removed. returned: the others remaired.

As in ~o many past experiences. our hopes had
been blasted. and the shadow of deep disappoint-
ment settled upon us. We had no alternative except
to prepare for direct action. whereby we would pre-
sent our very bodies as a means of laving our case
betore the conscience of the local and the national
community. Mindful of the difficulties involved. we
decided to undertake a process of selt-purification.
We began a series of workshops on nonviolenew.
and we repeatedly asked oarselves: “Are vou able to
accept blows without retaliating?” “Are vou able to
endure the ordeal of jail?” We dedded to schedule
onr direct-action program tor the Easter season.
realizing that except for Christmas. this is the main
<hopping period of the vear. Knowing that a strong
cconomic-withdrawal program would be the by-
product of direct action. we telt that this would be
the hest time 1o bring pressure to bear on the mer-
chants tor the needed change.

Then it occurred to us that Birmingham’s may -
oralty clection was coming up in March, and we
speedily decided to postpone action until after elec-
When  we

Commissioner of Public: Sateny. Eugene “Bull”

tion day, dizcovered  that  the
Connor. had piled up enough votes to be in the run-
oft. we decided again to postpone action until the
dav after the run-oft <o that the demonstrations
could not be used to dond the issues. Like many
others, we waited 1o see Mr Connor deteated. and
to thiv end we endured postponement after post-
ponement, Having aided in dhis community need.
we tel that our direct-action program conld be
delaved no fonger.,

You may well sk "Why direet action? Why it
s marches, and so forth? Isn't negotiation a beter

path?” You are quite right in calling for negotiation.
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Indeed. this is the very purpose of direct action,
Nonviolen:t direct action seeks to create such a crisis
and toster such a tension that a community which
has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to con-
front the issue. It seeks to so dramatize the issue that

it can no longer be ignored. My citing the creation of

tension as part of the work of the nonviolent-resister
may sound rather shocking. But 1 must confess that
I am not afraid of the word “tension”” I have earnest-
Iv opposed violent tension, but there is a type of con-
struetive nonviolent tension which is necessary for
growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to
create a tension in the mind so that individuals
could rise from the bondage of myths and half-
truths to the unfettered realm of creative analvsis
and objective appraisal. so must we see the need for
nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension in
society that will help men rise trom the dark depths

of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of

understanding and brotherhood.

The purpose of our direct-action program is to
create a situation so  crisis-packed  that it will
inevitably open the door to negotiation. 1 therefore
concur with vou in your eall tor negotiation. Too
long has our beloved Southland been borged down
in a tragic effort to live in monologue rather than
dialogue.

One of the basic points in vour statement is that
the action that 1 and my associates have taken in
Birmingham is untimely. Some have asked: “Why
didn’t you give the new city administraton time o
act”” The only answer that T can give to this quen
ix that the new Birmingbam administration must be
prodded about as much as the outgoing one. betore
it will act. We are sadly mistaken it we teel that the
election of Albert Boutwell as mavor will bring the
millennium to Birmingham. While Mr. Boutwell is a
much more gentle person than Mr. Connor. they are
both segregationists, dedicated 1o maintenance of
the status quo. 1 have hope that Mr. Boutwell will be
reasonable enough to see the futility of massive
resistance to desegregation. But he will not see this
without pressure from devotees of civil rights. My

tricnds. 1 must sav to vou that we have not made a

single gain in civil rights without determined legal
and nonviolent pressure. Lamentably. it is an histor-
ical fact that privileged groups seldom give up their
privileges voluntarily. Individuals may see the moral
light and voluntarily give up their unjust posture;
but, as Reinhold Niebuhr has reminded us. groups
tend to be more immoral than individuals.

We know through painful experience that free-
dom is never voluntarily given by the nnpressor; it
must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly. |
have vet to engage in a direct-action campaign that
was “well-timed” in the view of those who have not
suftered unduly from the disease of segregation, For
vears now | have heard the word *Wait!™ It rings in
the ear of every Negro with piercing familiarity. This
“Wait” has almost alwavs meant “Never” We must
come to see. with one of our distinguished jurists,
that “justice too long delaved is justice denied”

We have waited for more than 340 vears tor our
constitutional and God-given rights. The nations of
Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike speed
toward gaining political independence. Lat we still
creep at horse-and-huggy pace toward gaining a cup
of cottee at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is ecasy for
those who have never felt the sunging darts of seg-
regation to sav. “Wait” But when vou have seen
vicious mobs lvnch your mothers and fathers at will
and drown vour sisters and brothers at whim: when
vou have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and
even kill vour black brothers and sisters: when vou
see the vast majority of vour twenty million Negro
brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in
the midst of an atfluent society: when vou sudden-
Iv find vour tongue wwisted and vour speech stam-
mering as vou seck to explain to vour six-year-old
danghter why she can’t go to the public amusement
park that has just been advertised on television, and
~ee tears welling up in her eves when she is told that
Funtown is closed to colored children. and see omi-
nous cdouds of inferiority beginning to form in her
litde mental <kv. and see her beginning o distort
her personality by developing an nnconscious bit-
terness toward white people: when vou have 1o con-

coct an answer for a five-vear-old son who is asking.

Vartn [uther K. Ir
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“Daddy. why do white people treat colored people
<o mean?’s when vou tahe a cross-county drive and
tind it necessary o sleep night afer night in the
uncomtortable corners of vonr automobile because
no motel will accept vou: when vou are humiliaed
dav in and dav out by nagging signs reading "white”
and “colored™: when vour first name becomes “nig-
ger” vour middle name becomes "bov™ thowever
old vou are). and vour last name becomes “Johin”
and vour wite and mother are never given the
respected title “Mrs": when vou are harried by day
and haunted by night by the tact that vou are a
Negro. living constantly at tiptoe stance. never quite
knowing what to expect next. and are plagied with
inner tears and outer resentments: when vou are
forever fighting a degenerating ~ense of “nobodi-

ness"=then vou will understand why we tfind 1t dit-

ticult to wait. There comes a tme when the cup ot

endurance runs over and men are no longer willing
to be plunged into the abyss of despair. 1 hope, <ir.
vou can understand our legitimate and onavoidable

impatience,

You express a great deal of anxiey over our

willingness o break laws, This is certainly o fegiti-
mate coneern. Since we so diligenty urge people to
obey the Supreme Court's decision of 1954 outlaw-
ing segregation in the public sehools, at fiest glance
it mav seem rather paradoxical for us conscioushy 1o
break laws, One mav well ask: "Hew can vou advo-

cate breaking some laws and obeving others? the

answer fies in the tact that there are two tpes of

laws: just and nnjust 1 would be the firs o advo-
cate obeving just Laws, One has not only a legal bat
a moral responsibitiny o obevjust faws, Conversely,
one hav a moral responsibilinn to- disobey nnjust
fiws. T would agree with St Augudstine thar “an
vnjust law is no law aall”

Now. what i« the ditference between the two?
How docs one determme whether a tow s just or
unjust? A just law as aman-made code that squares
with the moral faw or the Taw of God. Ananiust law
i~ a4 code tha s out of harmony with the moral law.
To pre o the erms ot St Thomas Agminass An

unjust law s g himan law that is not rooted in eter

1 etzer prony Bz ham ol

nal faw and nataral k. Any law that uplifts human
personality s just. Any law that degrades human
personality is unjust. All segregation statutes are
unjust becanse segregation distorts the soul and
damages the personality. Tt gives the segregator a
false sense of superiority and the segregated a false
sense of interiority. Segregation. to use the termi-
nology of the Jewish philoxopher Martin Buber.
substitutes an “Hit” relationship for an “l-thou™
relationship and ends up relegating persons to the
status of things. Hence segregation is not only polit-
icatly. economically. and sociologically unsound. itis
morallv wrong and sinful. Paul Tillich has said that
sin s separation. Is not segregation an existential
expression of man's tragic separation. his awtul
estrangement. his terrible sinfulness? Thus i is thae
I can urge men o obey the 1954 decision ot the
Supreme Court. for it is morally right: and 1 can
urge them o disobey segregation ordinances. tor
they are morally wrong.

Let us consider a more conerete example of just
and nnjust lawss An nnjust law is acode that a
numerical or power majoring group  compels a
minority group to obey but does not make binding
on itselt. This is difference made legal. By the same
token. a just law is 4 code that a majoritn compels a
minority to tollow and that it is willing 1o tollow
itselt. This is samencss made Jegal,

Let me give another explanation. A faw is unjust

it it i~ inflicied on a minority that. as a resule of

heing denicd the right to vore, had no part in enact-
ing or devising the Taw. Who can <av that the legis-
Lature of Alabama which et up that ~tate's seprega-
tion laws was democratically elected? Throughout
AMabama all <orts of devious methods are used o
prevent Negroes tfrom becoming registered voters,
and there are some counties in which even though
Negroes constitite @ majority of the population. not
4 single Nearo s registered: Cancany: law enactedd
ander such circnmistances he considered democerat-
wally struetared?

Sometimes o Law is jast onits tace and unjostin
s application. For mstance. T have beensarrested on

a2 charge of parading without a permit. Now. there s
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nothing wrong in having an ordinance which

requires a permit for a parade. But such an ordinance
becomes unjust when it is used to maintain segrega-
tion and to deny citizens the First-Amendment privi-
lege of peaceful assembly and protest.

I hope vou are able to see the distinction | am
trying to point out. In no sense do 1 advocate evad-
ing or defving the law. as would the rabid segrega-
tionist. That would lead to anarchy. One who breaks
an unjust law must do so openly. lovingly, and with
a willingness to accept the penalty. | submit that an
individual who breaks a law that conscience tells
him is urjust. and who willingly accepts the penalty
of imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience
of the community over its injustice. is in reality
expressing the highest respect for law.

Of course, there is nothing new about this kind
of civil disobedience. 1t was evidenced sublimely in
the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach. and Abednego to
obev the laws of Nebuchadnezzar. on the ground
that a higher moral law was at stake. 1t was practiced
superbly by the early Christians, who were willing
to face hungry lions and the excruciating pain of
chopping blocks rather than submit o certain
unjnst laws of the Roman Empire. To a degree. aca-
demic freedom is a reality today becanse Socrates
practiced civil disobedience. In our own nation. the
Boston Tea Party represented a massive aet of civil
disobedience,

We should never torget that evervthing Adolf
Hitler did in Germany was "legal”™ and evervthing
the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungar
was “illegal” 1t was “illegal™ to aid and comfort a
Jew in Hitler's Germanv. Even <o, | am sure that.
had T lived in Germany at the dme. | would have
aided and comforted my Jewish brothers. If today
I'lived in a Communist country where certain prin-
ciples dear to the Christian faith are sappressed. |
would openly advocate disobeving that counury™
anti-religious laws,

I must niake two honest contessions 1o vou, my
Christian and Jewish brothers: First. 1 must confess
that over the past tew vears T have heen gravely dis-

appointed with the white moderate. 1 have almost

reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's
great stumbling block in his stride toward treedom
is not the White Citizen'’s Counciler or the Ku Klux
Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more
devoted to “order” than to justice; who prefers a
negative prace which is the absence of tension to a
positive peace which is the presence of justice; who
constantly says: *1 agree with you in the goal you
seek. but I cannot agree with your methods of direct
action™; who paternalistically believes he can set the
timetable for another man’s freedom; who lives by a
mythical concept of time and who constantly advis-
es the Negro to wait for a “more convenient season.”
Shallow understanding from people of good will is
more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding
from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is
much more bewildering than outright rejection.

I had hoped that the white moderate would
understand that law and order exist for the purpose
of establishing justice and Jhat when they fail in this
purpose they become the dangerously structured
dams that block the flow of social progress. I had
hoped that the white moderate would understand
that the present tension in the South is a necessary
phase of the transition from an obnoxious negative
peace. in which the Negro passively accepted his
unjust plight. to a substantive and positive peace. in
which all men will respect the dignity and worth of
human personality. Actually, we who engage in non-
violent direct action are not the creators of tension.
We merely bring to the surface the hidden tension
that is 2lready alive. We bring it out in the open,
where it can be seen and dealt with, Like a boil that
can never be cured so long as it is covered up but
must be opened with all its ugliness to the natural
medicines of air and light, injustice must be
exposed. with all the tension its exposure creates. to
the light of human conscience and the air of nation-
al opinion betore it can be cured.

In vour statement vou assert that our actions,
even thongh peaceful. must be condemned because
thev precipitate violence. But is this a logical asser-
ton’ st this like condemning a robbed man

becanse his possession of monev precipitated the

Maron Luther King, Jr
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evil act of robbery? Isn't this like condemuing
Socrates because his unswerving commitment to
truth and his philosophical inquiries precipitated
the act by the misguided populace in which they
made him drink hemlock? Isn't this like condemn-
ing Jesus because his unique God-conscious: oss
and never-ceasing devotion to God’s will precipitat-
ed the evil act of crucifixion? We must come to see
that, as the tederal courts have consistently atfirmed.
it is wrong to urge an individual to cease his etforts
to gain his basic constitutional rights hecause the
quest may precipitate violence. Society must protect
the robbed and punish the robber.

I had also hoped that the white moderate
would reject the myth concerning time in refation to
the struggle for treedom. 1 have just received a let-
ter from a white brother in Texas. He writes: “All
Christians know that the colored people will receive
equal rights eventually. but it is possible that you
are in too great a religious hurry, It has taken
Christianity almost two thousand vears o accom-
plish what it has. The teachings of Chnst take tme
to come to ecarth” Such an attitude stems from a
tragic misconception of time. from the strangely
irrational notion that there is something in the veny
How of time that will inevitably enre all ills, Actually.
time itselt is neatral: it can be used either destruc-
tivel or constructively. More wd more 1 teel that
the people of ifll will have used time much more
effectively than have the people of good will. We
will have to repent in this generation not merely tor
the hatetul words and actions ot the bad people but
tor the appalling silence of the good people. Himan
progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitabilit it
cones through the tireless efforts of men willing to

be coworkers with God. and without this hard

work, time itselt becomes an afly of the vorces ot

social stagnation. We must use time creatively, in the
knowledge that the time is alwavs ripe to do right.
Now is the ime to make read the promise of democ-
racy and transtorm our pending national elegy inte
a creative paalm of brotherhood. Now s the nme to
litt our tional policy trom the quicksand of racial

injustice (o the solid rock of human dignin
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You speak of our activity in Birmingham as
extreme. At first 1 was rather disappointed that tel-
low clergymen would see my nonviolent etiorts as
those of an extremist. | began thinking about the

tact that | stand in the middle of two opposing

forces in the Negro community. One is a foree of

complacency. made up in part of Negroes who, as a

result of long vears of ppression. are so drained of

self-respect and a sense of “somebodiness™ that
they have adjusted o segregation: and in part of a
few middle-class Negroes who. because of a degree
of acadenic and economic security and because in
some wavs they profit by segregation, have become
insensitive to the problems of the masses. The other
torce ix one of bitterness and hatred, and it comes
perifously close to advocating violence, 1t is
expressed in the various black nationalist groups
that are springing up across the nation. the largest
and best-known betng Flijah Mubammad's Muslim
movement, Nourished by the Negro's frustration
over the continued existence of racial diserimina-
tion. this movement is made up of people who have
fost faith in America, who have absolutely repudiat-
ed Christianity. and who have concluded that the
white man is an incorrigible “devil”

I have tried to stand between these two forees,
saving that we need emutate neither the “do-

nothingism™ of the complacent nor the hatred and

despair of the black nationalist. For there is the

more excellent way of love and nonviolent protest, 1

am grateful 1o God that. through the influence of

the Negro church, the wav of nonviolence became
an integral part of our struggle.

It this philosophy had not emerged. by now
many streets of the South would, Tam convineed. be
flowing with blood. And | am turther convineed that
it our white brothers dismiss as “rabble-rousers”
and “ontside agitators” those of us who emplos
nonviolent direct action: and at” they retuse to sup-
port our nonviolent efforts mithons of Negroes will
out of trostration and despair. seek solace and secu-
rity in black natonalist ideologies—a deselopment
b wonld inesicibhy dead 1o o fmghtening racial
nightmare
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Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed

torever. The vearning tor treedom eventuatly mani-
fests itselt. and that is what has happened to the
American Negro. Something within has reminded
him of his birthright of freedom. and something
without has reminded him that it can be gained.
Conscioushy or unconsciousiv. he has been canght
up by the Zeitgeist. and with his black brothers of
Africa and his brown and vellow brothers of” Asia
south America. and the Caribbean. the United
Staes Negro is moving with a sense of great
urgeney toward the promised land of racial justice.
It one recognizes this vital urge that has engulted
the Negro communityv. one should readily under-
stand why public demonstrations are king place,
The Negro has mamy pent-up resentments and
fatent frustrations. and he must release themn. So et
him march: let him make praver pilarnages o the
city hall: et him go on treedom rides—and uy 1o
anderstand why he must do so. It his repressed
emotions are not refeased in nonviolent wass. they
will seek expression through violence: this is not a
threat but a fact of history. So Fhave not said to my
prople: “Get rid of vour discontent” Rather. | have
tried o sav that this normal and healthy discontent
can be channeled into the creative outdet of nonvio-
lent direet action. And now this approach is being
termesd extremist,

But though I was initially disappointedtac being
categorized as an extremist as | eontinued to think
about the matter | gradually gained a measure of
satisfaction from the label Was not Jesus an extrem-
ist for love: “Love vour enemies. bless them thae
curse vou. do good to them that hate vou. and pray
tor them which despitetully use vonsand persecute
vou” Was nor Amos anextremist for justicer “et
mistice roll down Hke water. and righteonsness Tike
an ever-lowing stream’” Was not Paul an extremis
tor the Christon gospel: “F bear inomy body the
marks of the Lord Jesus” Was nor Martin Eather an
extremist: “Here D stands T eannor do otherwise, <o
help me God™ And John Bunvan: 1 swill stav injail
to the end of v davs betore Tmake a butcher o

s conscience” And Abrabiam Lincoln: “This nation

cannot survive half slave and half free” And Thonas
Jetterson: “We hold these traths 1o be self-evident
that all men are created equal. .. 7 So the question
is not whether we will be extremists. but what kind
of extremists we will beo Will we be extremists tor
hate or tor love? Will we be extremists tor the
preservation of injustice or tor the extension of jus-
tce? In that dramatie seene on Calvary's hill three
men were erucified. We must never forget that all
three were crucified tor the same crime—the crime
of extremism. Two were extremists tor inunorality,
and thus fell below their environment. The other.
Jesne Christe was an extremist tor love. truth. and
goodness. and thereby rose above his environment.
Perhaps the South. the nation. and the world are in
'ire need of creative extremists,

I had hoped that the white moderate would see
this need. Perhaps | was oo optimistic: perhaps |
expected oo much. | suppose T should have real-
ized that tew nembers of the oppressor race can
nnderstand the deep groans and passionate vearn-
ings of the oppressed race. and still tewer have the
vision to see that injustice must be rooted out by
strong. persistent. and - determined action. 1 am
thanktul. however. that some of our white brothers
in the Sonth have grasped the meaning of this social
revolution and committed themseives woie They are
<l too tew in quantity. but they are big in quatity.
Some—such as Ralph MceGille Lithan Smith, Harry
Golden. James MceBride Dabbs. Ann Braden. and
sarah Patton Bovle=have written about our struggle
in cloquent and prophetic wrms. Others have
marched with us down nameless streets ot the
South. They have fanguished in tilthy. roach-intested
jatls. suttering the abuse and brutality of policemen
who view them as “dirty nigger-tovers” Unlihe <o
many of their moderate brothers and sisters. they
have recognized the urgeney of the moment and
sensed the need tor powertul “action”™ antidotes o
combat the discase of segregation,

Letme take note of my o ner major disappoint-
ment. | have been <o greathy disappointed with the
white church and i feadership, OF conrses there are

~ome notable exceptions. Fam notunmindtal ot the

YVertor Duther King. b
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fact that each of vou has tanen some significant
stands on this issue, 1 commend you. Reverend
Stallings. for vour Christian stand on this past
Sunday, in welcoming Negroes to your worship ser-
vice on a nonsegregated basis. 1 commend the
Catholic leaders of this state for integrating Spring
Hill College several years ago.

But despite these notable exceptions, I must
honestly reiterate that 1 have been disappointed
with the church. 1 do not sav this as one of those
negative critics who can always find something
wrong with the church. I say this as a minister of the
gospel, who loves the church: who was nurtured in
its bosom: who has been sustained by its spiritual
blessings and who will remain true to it as long as
the cord of life shall lengthen.

When | was suddenly catapulted into the lead-
ership of the bus protest in Montgomery, Alabama.
a few vears ago. | felt we would be supported by the
white church. I felt that the white ministers, priests.
and rabbis of the South would be among our
strongest allies. Instead. some have been outright
opponents. refusing to understand the treedom
movement and misrepresenting its leaders: all oo
many others have been more cautious than coura-
geous and have remained silent behind the anes-
thetizing security of stained-glass windows.

In spite of my shattered dreams. 1 came to
Birmingham with the hope that the white religious
leadership of this community would see the justice
of our cause and. with deep moral concern. would
serve as the channel through which our just griev-
ances could reach the power structure. | had hoped
that each of vou would understand. But again I have
been dis ppointed.

I have heard numerous southern religious lead-
ers admonish their worshipers to comply with a
desegregation decision because it is the faw. but |
have longed 1o hear white ministers declare:
“Follow this decree because integratic nis morally
right and because the Negro is vour brother” tn the
midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro.
I have watched white churchmen stand on the side-

line and mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimo-
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nious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to
rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, |
have heard many ministers say: “Those are social
issues, with which the gospel has no real concern”
And [ have watched many churches commit them-
selves to a compietely other-worldly religion which
makes a strange. un-Biblical distinction between
body and soul. between the sacred and the secular.

I have traveled the length and breadth of
Alabama. Mississippi. and all the other southern
states. On sweltering summer days and crisp
autumn mornings I have looked at the South’s
beautiful churches with their lofty spirec pointing
heavenward. 1 have beheld the impressive outlines
of her massive religious-education buildings. Cver
and over | have found myself asking: “What kind of
people worship here? Who is their God? Where
were their voices when ¢ lips of Governor Barnett
dripped with words of interposition and nullifica-
tion? Where were they when Governor Wallace gave
a clarion call for defiance and hatred? Where were
their voices of support when bruised and weary
Negro men and women decided to rise from the
dark dungeons of complacency to the bright hills of
creative protest?”

Yes. these questions are still in my mind. In
deep disappointment | have wept over the laxity of
the church. But be assured that my tears have been
tears of love. There can be no deep disappointinent
where there is not deep love. Yes. | love the church,
How could 1 do otherwise? | am in the rather
unique position of being the son. the grandson. and
the great-grandson of preachers. Yes, I see the
church as the body of Christ. But, oh! How we have
blemished and scarred that body through social
neglect and through fear of being noncontormists.,

There was a time when the church was very
powerful—in the time when the early Christians
rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what
thev believed. In those days the church was not
merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and
principles of popular opinion: it was a thermostat
that transtormed the mores of society. Whenever the

carly Christians entered a town. the people in power
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became disturbed wnd immediately sought o con-
vict the Christians tor being “disturbers ot the
peace” and outside agitators” But the Christans
pressed on in the conviction that they were ™
colony of heaven.” called 1o obey God rather than
man. Small in number. they were big in commit-
ment. They were too God-intoxicated to be "astro-
nomically intimidated” By their effort and example
they brought an end o such ancient evils as infan-
tcide and gladiatorial contests,

Things are ditferent now. So often the contem-

porary church is a weak. inettectual voice with an

uncertain sound. So often it is an archdefender of

the status quo. Far from being disturbed by the
presence ot the church. the power stractnre of the
average community is consoled by the chuarely's
sifent=and often even vocal=sanction ot things as
they are.

But the judgment of God is upon the church as
never betore, It today’s church does not recaprure
the sacriticial spirit of the carly church. it will fose s
authenticin. torteit the fovalty of mithons. and he
dismissed as an irrelevane social chnb with no mean-
ing tor the twentieth century. Every dav | omeet
voung people whose disappointment with  the
church has tarned into outright disgase

Perhaps 1 have onee again been too opumiste,
Is organized religion too inextricably bound o the
satix quo to save our nation and the world?
Perhaps | must turn my taith o the inner spintual
church. the churen within the church. as the vrae
chhklesia and the hope of the world. Bur again T am
thanktul o God that some noble sounls trom: the
ranks of organized religion have broken loose trom
the paraly 2ing chains of contormity and joined us as
active partiers i the straggle tor treedom. Phey
have Teft their secure congregations and walked the
streets of Albain. Georgiao with us. They have gone
down the highwavs of the South on ortons rides
tor freedom. Yes they have gone o jail with us,
Some have been disinissed from their churches,
have ost the support of their hishops and tellow
ministers. But they have acred o dhe faich chat gl

deteatedhis stronger than evit riamphane Thew wae

ness has been the spiritual salt that has preserved

the true meaning of the gospel in these troubied
times, They have carved a tunnel of hope through
the dark mountain ot disappointment.

I hope the church as a whole will meet the chal-
lenge of this decisive hours But even if the church
does not come 1o the aid ot justices 1 have no
despair about the future. | have no tear about the
outcome of onr struggle in Birmingham. even if our
motives are at present misunderstood. We will reach
the goal of freedom in Birmingham and all over the
nation. because the goal of America is freedom,
Abused and scorned though we may be. our destiny
i~ ticd up with America’s destiny. Before the pil-
grims landed at Plvmouth. we were here. Betore the
pen of Jetterson etched the majestic words ot the
Declaration ot independence across the pages of
history, we were heres For more than two centuries
our forebears labored in this country without
wages: they made cotton king: they built the homes
of their masters while sutfering gross injustice and
shametut humiliaton=-and vet out of a bottomless
vitality they continued to thrive and develop. 1t the
incxpressible cruelties of savery could not stop us.
the opposition we now face will surely fail. We will
win our freedom because the sacred heritage of our
nation and the eternal will of God are embodied in
our echoing demands.,

Betore dosing | feel impelled to mention one
other point in vour statement that has troubled me

You

Birmingham police torce tor keeping “order™ and

profoundty. warmhv - commended  the
“preventing violenee” I doubt that vou would bave
<o warmh commended the police toree it vou had
seen its dogs sinking their teeth into anarmed. non-
violent Negroes. | doubt that vou weald so quickly
commend the policemen it vou were o observe
their ughy and inhumane treatment of Negroes here
m the ey jails it von were to wateh them push and
curse old Negro women and voung Negro girls: it
vorr were to see them slap and kick old Negro men
and voung bovs: it vou were to observe them as
they did on two occasions. retuse o give us tood

hecause we wanted o simg our grace together |
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cannot join vou in vour praise of the Birmingham

police department,

[t is true that the police have exercised a degree
of discipline in handling the demonstrators. In this
sense they have conducted themselves rather “non-
violenth™ in public. But for what purpose? To pre-
serve the evil system of segregation. Over the past
few vears | have consistently preached that nonvio-
lence demands that the means we use must be as
pure as the ends we seek. | have tried 1o make clear
that it ix wrong to use immoral means to attain
moral ends, But now | must attirm that it is just as
wrong. or perhaps even more s, to use moral
means to preserve immoral ends. Perhaps M
Connor and his policemen have been rather nomvi-

olent in public. as was-Chiet” Pritcchetc in Albany.

Georgia. but they have used the moral means of

nonviolence o maintain the immoral end of racial
injustice. As T, 8. Eliot has said: “The fast temptation
is the greatest treason: To do the vight deed for the
wrong reason.”

I wish vou had commended the Negro st
inners and demonstrators of Birmingham for their
sublime courage. their willingness o sufter and
their amazing discipline in the midst of great provo-
cation. One day the South will recognize its real
heroes, They will be the James Merediths, with the
noble sense of purpose that enables them o face
jeering and hostile mobs. and with the agonizing
foneliness that characterizes the life of the pioneer.
Thev will be old. oppressed. battered Negro women.

svmbolized in a seventv-two-vear-old  woman in

Montgomerv. Alubama. who rose up with a sense of

dignitv and with her people decided not to ride seg-
regated buses and who responded with ungram-
matical protundite to one who inquired about her
weariness: "My feet is tired. but oy soul s a rese”
They will be the voung high sehool and college s

dents. the voung ministers of the gospel and a host

[ etter fronns Ber e conpdipm i’

of their elders, conrageonsly and nonviolently sit-
ting in at lunch counters and willingly going to jail
for conscience” sake. One day the South will know
that when these disinherited children of God sat
down at lunch counters. they were in reality stand-
ing up tor what is best in the American dream and
tor the most sacred values in our Judaco-Christian
heritage. thereby bringing our nation back to those
great wells of democracy which were dug deep by
the tounding fathers in their tormulation of the
Constitution and the Declaration of Tndependence.,

Never before have | written so long a fetter. 1'in
atraid it is much toc fong to take vour precious time,
I can assure vou that it wouis have been mueh
shorter if | had been writing from a comfortable
desk. but what else can one do when he is alone in
a narrow Jail cell. other than write long letters. think
tong thoughts. and pray long pravers?

I 1 have said anvihing in this letter that over-
states the truth and indicates an unreasonable impa-
tience. | beg vou to forgive me. 1] have said anvhing
that understates the trudi and indicates my haviog a
patience that allows me o seule for anything les
than brotherhood. 1 beg God to forgive me.

I hope this fetter finds vou stong in the faith.
I also hope that crcumstances will soon make it
possible for me to meet each of vou. not as an inte-
grationist or a civil-rights leader butas a fellow cler-
gvman and a Christian brother. Let s all hope that
the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass
away and the deep tog of misunderstanding will be

lifted from our teardrenched communitios. and in

ome not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars ot

fove and brotherhood will <hine over our great

nation with all their seintitlating beauty,
Yours tor the catse of Peace and Brotherhood.

Vertin lather King, Ir:

f) N
~
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Interpretive Questions

Why is mostof the white communits. including
the clergy. blind 1o the justice of Dr. King's
protest? What does Dr King hope to accomplish

by writing his teter?

Why is Dee King commited o nonciolent divect

action?

Why does Dr King think that it one breaks an
unjust faw. he or she must do <o openly and

“lovingy™?

Why is De King confident thar “national opinion”

will expose the injustice he faces?

Why does Do King find it especialts ditticultt 1o

eaplain racism o children?

Lraluative Questions

Iv Do King right thar a people must demand
their rights because “freedom is never volun-

arily given by the oppressor™
Can different peoples ever tully trust and
understand one another while maintaining their

distinet identities?

Are rioderates or extremists the greater inped-

iment to achieving social justice?

Virtin T vither Ao
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High School Graduation

MAYA ANGELOV

he children in Stamps" trembled
visibhy with anueipation. Some
adults were excited too. butto be
certatn the whole voung popula-
tion had come down with gradn-
ation epidemic, Large classes
were graduating from both the grammar school and
the high ~school. Even those who were vears

removed from their own dav of glorious release

were anxious to help with preparations as a hind of

dry ron. The junior studenes who were mosing into
the vacating classes” chairs were tradition-hound o
<how taeir wlents tor teadership and management.
They stratted through the school and around the
campiis everting pressare on the fower prades,
Their authoritn was ~o new that oceasionally it they
pressed a fitde o hard it had o be overlooked.
Atter all. next werm was coming. and it never hurt a
<sinth grader to have a play sisterin the cighth grade.

or a tenth-vear student to be able o catb a tweltth

arader Bubba, So all was endured ina spiric of

<hared understanding. But the graduating elasses
themiselves were the nobilinn. Like tavelers with
evotic destinations on- their mindss the graduates
were remarkably toreettul. They came 1o schiool
without their books ar tabletss or even pencils
Volunteers tell over themselves o secure replace

ments tor the missing equipment. When aceepred,

the willing workers might or mighi not be thanked.
and it was of no importance o the pregraduoation

rites, Even teachers were respeettud of the now quict

and aging ~eniors. and tended o speak o then. it

not as equals as beings only slighty lower than
themsehves, After tests were retnrned and grades
given. the student hody. which acted like an extend-
ed famihv knew who did well who eseetled. and
what pircous ones had faited.

Unlike the white high school. Latavette Counts
Training School distinguished el by having nei-
ther lawn. nor hedges. nor tennis court. nor climb-
ing ivy. s two buildings (main classrooms. the
crade school and home cconomics) were set on a
dirt hill with no tenee o fimit either its boundaries
or those of bordering farms. There was a farge
expanse to the fefe of the sehool which was used
alternatehy as a baseball diamond or - basketball
court. Rasts hoops on swaving poles represented
the permanent reercational equipment. although
bats and balls could be borrowed trom the PoE.
teacher it the borrower was qualified and it the dia-
mond wasnt occupicd.

Over this rocky area relieved by afew shady ralt
persition trees the eraduating class walked. The
airls otten held hands and no longer hothered 1o
speak to the fower students There was asadness

Ahot them as it dns old world swas nat thetr home

e <clecton s teons Mava Nigelonr s oemene £ Asiene Wiy 200 Caod Bend Nengs

I Phe tosn e Arhansas where the anthor Tived
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and they were bound tor higher gronnd. The hovs.,
on the other hand. had become more friendis. more
outgoing. A decided change trom the closed aui-
tude they projected while stndving tor finals. Now
they secmed not ready o give up the old s«chool. the
tamiliar path~ and classrooms. Only a small pereent-
age would be continning on o college—one of the
south's A & M agricottural and mechanicah)
~chools. which wained Negro vouths to be carpen-
tevs. farmers. handymen. masons maids. cooks. and
baby nurses. Their tuwire vode heavily on their
houlders. and blinded them o the colleetive jon
that had pervaded the lives of the bovs and girls in
the grammar school graduating class.

Parents who counkd attord it had ordered new
shoes and readv-made clothes for themselves from
sears and Rocbnek or Montgomery Ward, They also
cngaged the best seamstresses o make the loating
eradoating dresses and 1o cut down <ccondhand
pants which would be pressed o a military stickness
tor the important event,

Oh. it was important. att righte Whitetolhs wonld
attend the CUrCIon. andd two or three would ~|)(';lk
of God and home. and the Sonthern way of life. and
Mes Parsons. the principal’s wife. would play the
graduation march while the lower-grade graduates
paraded dowir the aisles and ook their seats helow
the plattorm. The high schoob seniors wonld wait in

empty classrooms to make their dramatic entranee,

In the Store? T was the person of the moment.
The birthday girl. The center. Bailes ¥ had graduated
the vear before, although o do <o he had had 1o
torteit all pleasives o make np for his tme ostin
Baton Rouge.

My classwas wearing butter-vellow pigue dress-
es. and Momma bionchied oot on e, She
smoched the vohe o tny criss rossmg puckers,
then shirved the vest of the hodiee, e dark tingers
ducked inoand one of the lemony doth as <hie
cmbroidered raised daisies aromid the heme Betore

Jic considered her<el fimshed <he had added o

2o <o cowned by e anhior <y

3ot anthior s hirothies

crocheted cutt on the putt deeves and a poinn ero-
cheted collar,

I was going to be tovelh . A walking model ot all
the various stvles of fine hand sewing and ic didn’t
worry me that L was only twelve vears old and mere-
v graduating from the eighth grade. Besides, many
teachers in Arkansas Negro schools had only than
diploma and were licensed o impart wisdom,

The days had become tonger and more notice-
able. The faded beige of tormer tmes had been
replaced with strong and sure colors. 1 began to see
my clissmates” elothes, their skin tones and the dust
that waved oft pussy willows, Clouds that lazed
across the shy were objects of great coneern o me.
Their shiftier shapes might have held a message thae
in my new happiness and with a linde bitof time I'd
~oon decipher. During that period 1 tooked at the
arch ot heaven <o religionshy my neck kept a steady
aches b had taken o smiling more often. and mv
jaws hurt trom the unaccustomed activity. Between
the two physical sore spots. T aippose | eould have
been uncomtortable. hut that was not the case. Ava
member of the winning team (the graduating class
of 1940) | had omdistanced unpleasant sensations
by miles. T owas headed tor the freedom of open
ﬁ("('\

Youth and sociab approval allied themselves with
me and we tammeled memories ot dighes and
insults. The wind of our swift passage remodeled niy
features, Lost tears were pounded to mud and then
to dust. Years of withdrawal were broshed aside and
fett behind. as hanging ropes of parasitic moss,

My work alone had awarded me a wop place and
I was going to be one of the first called in the grad-
tating ceremonies, On the classroom blackboard. as
well as on the bulletin board i the auditorinm.
there were blne stars and white stars and red stars,
o absences, no tardinessessand my academic work
was among the best of the vears Feould sav the pre-
amble to the Constitntion even faster than Bailey,
W timed ourselves often: “Wethepeopleotthe

UmtedStaresinordertoformamoreperfectunion

w
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I had memovized the Presidents of the United States
from Washington o Roosevelt in chronological as
well as alphabetical order.

My hair pleased mie o, Gradually the hlack
mass had lengthened and dickened. so thae i kepe
at last 1o its braided pauern. and | dido't have 1o
vank myv scalp oft when ried 1o comb it

Louise and [ had rehearsed the exercises unuil
we tired out ourselves. Henrv Reed was class vale-
dictorian. He was a smatk very black bov with hood-
ed eves.a long broad noses and an oddly shaped
head. T had admired him for vears because cach
term he and Fyied for the bese grades in our class.
Most often he bested me. but instead of being dis-
appointed T was pleased that we shared top places
between us, Like many Southern Black children. he
fived with his grandmother. who was as swrier as
Mommia and as kind as she knew how o bed He was
courteous. respecttul. and sott-spoken to elders. bin
on the plavground he chose to play the roughest
cames. T admired hine Anvone. treckoned. <utti-
cienthy atraid or sutticiendy dodt conld he potice. But
to be able to operate ata op fevel with body adules

and children was admirable.

Hhis vatedictony speech was entitded o Be or

Not Re™

helped him write it He'd been working on the dra-

) The rigid tenth-grade weacher had
matic stresses for months,

The weeks untl graduation were tilled with
heady activites. A gronp of smalt children were 1o
be presented ina play about buttercups and daisies
and bunnv rabbits. They contd be heard dironghon
the building practicing their hops and their fivde
~ongs that soumded fike silver betls The ofder girts
(nongraduates. of conrsey were assigned the sk of
making refreshments for the mght's festvites: A
tangy  ~cent of ginger. cinnamon. nutmeg. and
chocolate watted  around the home  economices
buitding a~ the bnddimg cooks made simples tor
themselves and their teachers

e every corner of the workshop.ases and saw s
split treshr timber as the woodshop hovs made sers
and stage scenery. Only the graduates were lefe o

ot the general bustle: We were tree to s the

//l_‘_'/! Sehind Covadition
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ibrary at the back of the building or fook in guite
detachedhy. natrallv. on the measures being tken
tor our event,

Exen the ninister preached ongraduation the
Sunday hetore, His subject was “Let your fight ~o
<hine that men will see vour good works and praise
vour Father, Who is in Heaven” Although the ser-
mon was purported to be addressed 1o us hie used
the occasion o speak to backsliders. gamblers. and
general ne’er-do-wells, But since he had called onr
names at the beginning of the service we were
mollified.

Among Negroes the tradition was to give pre-
~«ents to children going onlv trom one grade to
another. How much more impaortant this was when
the person was praduating at the wop of the class,
Uncle Witlie and Momma had sent away tor a
Mickey Mouse wateh fike Batlev's Louise gave me
four embroidered handkerchiets, (1 gave her ero-
cheted doiliesy Mess Sneeds the minister's wite
made me an undershirt wo wear for graduation. and
nearlv eveny cnstomer gave me anicket or mavbe
even a dime with the instrnetion “Keep on moving
to higher ground” or some such encouragenent,

Amazingly the greac day tinally dawned and |
was out of bed betore Fhnew it 1 ihirew open the

back door o see it more clearh. but Momma said.

"Sisters come away from that door and put your

robe on!”

b hoped the memony of thar morning would
never feave mes Sunfight was itselt voung. and the
dav had none of the insistenee: mamrinn. wonld
bring it ina few hours: ey robe and baretoot in
the backvard, under cover of going to see about ny
nes beans Bgave nvselt np o the gentle warmth
and thanked Cod that no matter what esil 1 ohad
donein mw dite e had allowed me wo live o see this
dive Somewhere inmy tatalisme 1 had expeaed o
dics accidentalh, and never have the chianee to walk
up the stirs i the anditormm and - gracetully
recene iy hard-carned diploma One ot God's mer-
citnd hosom 1 had won repriese,

Baitey came out i his robe and save me a hos

wrapped i Chrstias paper. He said he had saved
| iy
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his money for mondis o pay for e detele ke a hos

of chocolatess but 1 knew Baitey wooldine save
money to buy candy whenwe had all we condd wan
nnder our noses,

Hle was as proud of the gite as Lhewas a soft-
leather-bound COpy ol a collection of pocims by
Edear Mlan Poco oras Bailey and 1 called T,
“Eap” Farned w “Nunabel Bee™ and we walked up
and down the carden rows. the cool dirt between
our toes. reciting the heantitilliv sad fines,

Monma made a Sunday breaktase atthough it
was only Fridav, After we tinished the blessing. |
opened myeves o tind the wateh onomy plate. T

was a drcam of o davs Evervihing went smoothly

andd to my eredie bdidn’c have o be reminded or

scolded tor anvthing, Near evenmg [ was oo jiten
to attend to chores. sa Bailes volinteered to daoall
betore his hadh.

Davs betores we had iade o sign tor the Score,
and as we turned ont the lights Momma hung the
cardboard over the doorknob. o read clearhy:
CLOSED, GRADUATTON

My dress tived perfeads and evervone sad thas
I looked Tike a sunbeam i i On dhe hills going
toward the school. Bailey walked behind with t ndle
Willic. who muttered. “Go one Ju”™ He wanted him
to walk abicad with us hecanse ic embarrassed him
to have 1o walk <o slowlv, Bailey ~aid he'd Tee the
ladies watk together: and the men would bring ap
the rear We all langhed, nicels.

Litde children dashed by out of the dark hke
tiretlies. Their crepe-paper dresses and buaeetly
wings were not nade tor running and we heard
more thanone vip. devive and the vegredtal “aleah”
that toltowed.

The sehiool blazed withone gaiens The windows
ceemed cold and antriend!s from the lower bl A
<ense of ill-tared  tinmmg crept o over e and
Momng hadn't reached tor my hand Fwoukd have
dritted back o Badev and Uncle Wilheoand posst-
blv: hevond, She made afew stow jokes abone ns
fect getting cobdand tugged me atong o the now

sirange boilding

Voo by ey Nence annd S

Arotd the front steps. assuranee came back.
There were miy tellow “areas” the gradnatng class,
Hair brushed back. fees oited. new dresses and
pressed pleats fresh pocket handherchiets and fiade
handbags. all honmesewn. Ol we were up to snath
alt righe. 1joined my comrades and didn’ceven see
my tamily go in o tind seats incthe crowded audi-
torin,

The school band strueh up a march and all
classes filedh inas had been rehiearsed. We stood in
frone of our scats as assigned. and ona sigial from
the choir divector we sat. Yo sooner had this been
accomplished than the band started o play the
national anthenm. We rose again and sang the song.
atter which we recited the pledge of allegiance, We
remained standing for a briet minuee betore the
choir dircetor and the principal signaled - os
rather desperately 1 thoughts o take our seats. The
command  was so unusoal thae onr caretully
rehearsed and smooth-ranning - machine  was
thrown off. For a tall minnte we tumbled tor oar
chairs and binped ino- each other awkwardly.
Flabits duange - solidity under pressares so i our
state o nervous wension we had been ready o tol-
low oar nsual assembly patern: the American
national antheme then the pledge ot allegiance. then
the song every Black person T knew called the
Negro National Andhiem? A done in the same ke,
with the same passion and most often standing on
the same toot,

Finding my scat at lase b was overcome with a
presentiment of worse things to come. Something
nnrehearsed nplanned. was going 1o happen. and
we were goiug to be made o fook bad b distnetly
remenber heing explicie in the choiee of pronoun,
[twas “wel dhe cradnating classsthe i thae con-
cerned me then,

The principal welcomed “parents and triends”
and ashed the Baptist mimister oo lead s praver
s tvocanon was briet and pinchyand fora e
ond | lllnll;:lll We were ;u'llill;_' on the |||;;|| roadd to
rehine actions When the princtpal cane back o the
chis

however his voree: had changed. Sonnds

Ve bz i
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alwavs attected me protonndly and the principal’s
voice was one of my favorites. During assembly it
melted and fowed weakhy into the andience. e had
not been in mv plan to fisten o him. but my curios-
ity was piqued and 1 sraightened up o give him my
attention,

He was talking about Booker T Washington,
our “late great leader” who said we can be as close
as the fingers on the hand. ete oo Then he said
few vague things about friendship and the triend-
hip of kindhv people 1o those less fortunate than
themselves, With that his voice nearly taded. thin.
awav. Like a river diminishing to a stream and then
to a trickie. But he dleared his throat and said. “Our
speaker tonight. who is also our triend. came from
Texarkana o deliver the commencement address.
but due o the irregularine of the train schedule, he's
going to. as they sav. ~peak and ran” ™ He said that
we understood and wanted the man o know that
we were most gratefut for the tme he was able o
give us and then something about how we were
willing alwav~ to adjust o another's progran. and
without more ado="1 give vou Mro Edward
Donfeavy”

Not one but two white men came throngh the
door oftstage. The shorter one walked o the speak-
er's plattorm. and the it one moved o the center
~eat and sat down, But that was our principal’s scat.
and already oceupied. The dislodged gendeman
bounced around tor a long breath or two betore the
Baptist minister gave him his chair: then with more
digniny thon the sitnation deserved. the winister
walked oft the stage.

Donfeavy looked at the audience onee: (on
retlection. P sure that he wanted ondy to reassure
himseli’ tiat we were really there). adjusted his
classes. and began o read from a sheat of papers.

He was glad to be here and 1o see the work
going on jost as it was in the other sehiools”

A\ the fiest “Nmen” trom the audience T willed
the oftender o mmnediate death by chioking onthe
word, But Aimens and Yes siv's begai to tall around
the room like rain through a ragged nmbretla,

Fle told ns of the wonderful changes we cnt-

Hich Schond ot

dren in Stamps had in sore. The Central Schoo
(naturathv. the white ~school was Centraly had
already been granted improvements that would be
in use in the fall, A well-known artist was coming
trom Litde Rock to teach art to them, They were
going o have the newest microscopes and chem-
istry equipment for their faboratory. Me: Donfeavy

didin't eave us dong in the dark over who made

these improvements available to Cenural High. Nor

were we to beignored in the general betterment
scheme he had in mind.

He said that he had pointed out 1o people at a
very high level that one of the tiest-line tootball
tacklers at Arkansas Agriculiural and Mechanical
College had graduated from good old Latayeue
County Training School. Tere fewer Amens were
heard. Those tew thae did break through fay dully
in the air with the heaviness of habit

He went on to praise us. He wentoncto say how
he had bragged that “one of the best basketball
plavers at Fisk sank his tiese ball righe here at
Latavette County ‘Fraining Schoot”

The white Kids were going to have a chanee o
hecome Galileos and Madame Curies and Edisons
and Gauguins. and our bovs (the girls weren'teven
- on it would v 1o he Jesse Owenses and Joo
Fouises,

Owens and the Brown Bomber were preat
Iieroes in our world. but what ~chool ofticial in the
white-goddom of Litle Rock had the right o
decide that those two men must be our only
Reed

hecome a scientist he had o work ke George

heroes? Who  dedided that for flenm to
Washington Canver as a bootblack. 1o buyv o fous
microscope? Bailey was obvioushy always going o
be oo small o be an athlewe. <o which conerete
angel glied to what countey seat had decided that
it iy brother wanted to become a lawver he had to
first pay penance for his shin by picking cotton and
Locing cornand studving correspondence books
night tor twenty vears?

The nan's dead swords fell ike bricks around
the auditorinn and oo many settded oy beliv,

Constraimed by hard-learned manners 1 couddn’y
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ook behing mes bucto my et and right the proud
eraduating class of 1946 had dropped their heads
Fvery girl inomy row had tound <omething new o
do with her handherchiet, Some folded the dm
squares into love knots. somie into- tiangless hae
most were wadding them. then pressing them tha
em their )vlhm l.lp\

On the dais. the ancient tragedy was being
replaved. Protessor Parsons sat. a sculptors reject,
rigid. Pris large. heavy hody seemed devoid of will
or willingness. and his eves <aid he was no tonger
with us. The other weachers examined  the tlag
(which was draped stage righty or their notescor the
windows which opened ononr now -famous plaving
diamond.

Craduation. the Trash-hush magic tme ot trills
and gitts and congratilations and diplomas. was fin-
ished for me betore mv name was aalled. The
accomplishiment was nothing. The meticutous maps.
drawn i diee colors of ink fearning and <pethng
decasvlabic words memorizing the whole ot 7he
Rape of Duerece—-it was for nothing. Donleavy Tad
exposed s,

We were maids and tormerss andvmen and
washerwomen. and anvthing higher that we aspired
to was farcieal and presamptuouns,

Then 1 wished dhat Gabriel Prosser and N\t
Tarner had kitted all whitetolh< e dieir beds and
that Abraham Lincoln had heenassassinated betore
the signing of the Enancipation Proclamation. and
that Harriet Tubman had been Kitted by thae blow
on her head and Chrwopher Coliimbos had
crom ned i the Saowta Varda,

Fowas awtid to bea Negroand have no coneol
over my hites Jewas hrotal (o be voung and already
trained 1o st quictly and Tisten o charges bronghe
against iy color with no chance of detense. We
<hould ol he dead 1 dhought should Tike 1o see ns
Al deads one ontop of the others X pyrannd of tlesh
with the whitetolhs on the botom. as the broad
Base. then the Tndans wath ther <dhy tomaliaw ks
and teepees and wipwanms and veatiess the Negroes
with their mops and recipes and cotton sackhs and

spiemnabs sk ont ot e onths Phe butch

children should all stumble in their wooden shoes

and break their neckss The Freneh should choke o
de th on the Louisiana Purchase (1803) while silk-
worms ate all the Chinese with their stupid piguails,
A speciesc we were an abomination. Al of s,

Donleavy was running tor election. and assured
our parents that it he won we could count on hav-
ing the onhy colored paved plaving field in that part
ol Arkansas. Also=he never looked up o acknowl-
edge the grunts of acceptance=also. we were bound
to et some new equipment for the home econom-
ics building and the workshop.

He tinished. and sinee there was no need 1o
give amy more tan the most perfunctory thank-
vou's. he nodded o the men on the stage. and the
tall white man who was never introduced joned
him ac the door They tettwith the anitade that now
they were oft o something really important. (The
araduation ceremonies at Latavette Connty Training
Schiool had heen a mere preliminary.)

The ugliness they fett was palpable; Anuninvic-
ed guest who wouldn't teave, The choir was sum-
moned and  sang a modern arrangement of
“Onward. Christian Soldiers” with new words per-
taining to gradnates seching their place in the
world. But it didn’c work, Flouise. the daughter of
the Baptist minister recited “Tovietns” and 1 could
have cried ac dhe impertinence of 71 am the master
of mv fates Fam the captain of my soul”

Vv name had tost s ving of familiaric and |
had to be nodged o go and receive my diplona. Al
nny preparations had fled. T oeither marched up o
the stage fike a conquering Amazon. nor did | look
mthe audience for Bailev's nod of approval.
Marguerite Johnson. T heard the name again. my
honors were read. there were noises in the audienee
of .I|)|)|'t-(‘i;|liu||. and T ook iy |)l.l('(- on the SLige as
rehicarsed.

I thonght about colors 1 hated: cerns pucee,
Livender beigesand black

There was shimttling and rosding aronnd me.
thenc Henm Reed was giving his valedictory address.

“To Be or Not o Be”

folh=? We conddn 't hecso the guestion was awaste of

Hadn't he heard the white-

Vi Angpedon

30




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

time. Henn's voice came om clear and stong. 1
feared to ook at him. Hadn't he got the message?
There was no “nobler in the mind™ for Negroes
becatse the world didu’'t think we had minds. and
they let us know it "Outrageous fortune™ Now. that
was a joke. When the ceremony was over T had o
tell Henry Reed some things, That is. if | still cared.
Not “rub” Henr. “erase” “"Ah. there’s the erase” Us,

Henry had been a good student in elocution.
His voice rose on tides of promise and fell on waves
of warnings. The English teacher had helped him o
create a sermon winging through Hamlet's solilo-
quv. To be a man. a doer. a builder. a leader. or 1o
be a ool an unfunny joke. a crusher of funky toad-
stools. I marveled that Henry could go throngh with
the speechias it we had a choice,

I had been listening and silendy rebutting cach
sentenee with my eves closed: then there was a
hush. which in an audience warns that something
unplainned is happening. T looked up and saw
Henry Reed. the conservative. the proper. the A stu-
dent turn his back to the audience and virn o us
(the proud gradoating class of 1940) and ~ing. near-

Iv speaking.

“Litt eviy voice and ~ing
Till carth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty .07

ft was the poem writen by James Weldon
Johnson. 1t was the mnsic composed by .
Rosamond  Johnson. It was the Negro national
anthem. Oue of habit we were singing it

Our mothers and fathers stood in the dark hall
and joined the v of encouragement. A Kinder-
warten teacher led the small children onto the stage
and the butercups and daisies and bunny rabbics

marked time and wied o follow:

“stons the road we trod

Bitter the chastening rod

Fetoin the davs when hopeounbore had died.
Yet with a steadh beat

Hhasve not our weary feet

Come to the place Torwhnch one tathers aighed

ok SNchood Coradition
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Fach child T knew had learned that song with
his ABC's and along with “Jesus Loves Me This |
Know™ But | personally had never heard it hefore,
Never heard the words, despite the thousands of
times | had sung them. Never thought they had any-
thing o do with me.

On the other band. the words of Pawrick Henn
had made such an impression on me that I had been
able to stretch myself wall and trembling and say. |
know not what course others mav take. but as tor
me. give me liberty or give me death”

And now I heard. really for the first time:

“We have come over a way that with tears
has been watered.

We have come. treading our path through
the blood of the slaughtered.”

While echoes of the song shivered in the air
Henry Reed bowed his head. said “Thask vou!™ and
returned to his place in the line. The wars that
slipped down many faces were not wiped away in
shane,

We were on top again. As alwavs, again. We ur-
vived. The depths had been iev and dark. but now
a bright sun spoke to our soulbs. I was no longer <im-
phv a member of the proud graduating class of
1940: 1 was a proud member of the wondertul.
beautiful Negro race.

Oh. Black known and unknown poets. how
often have vour auctioned pains sustained us? Who
will compute the lonely nights made ess fonely by
vour songs. or the empty pots made fess tragic by
vour tales?

I we were a people much given to revealing
secrets. we might raise monnments and sacritice to
the memories of our poets. but skivery cured o ¢
that weaknesss e may be enough. however o have
it said that we samvive i exact relationship o the
dedication ot our poets tinclude preachers mnsi-

cians. and bines singers).
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Interpretive Questions

)

i

Why does singing the Negro national anthem
restore Marguerite's and her people’s faith? Why
does Marguerite sav that she had never truly
heard the Negro natonal anthem betore the
graduation. even though she had sung it many
times?

Why is it a child=Henry Reed—=who saves the
ceremony by leading the elass in singing the
Negro national anthem?

Why does Donleavy’s speech make Marguerite
start to hate the whole human race? Why does
believing that the graduation is meaningless
make Marguerite think that all her learning is

meaningless. too?

Why do the citizens of Stamps treat graduation
as a major event if they know that its “promise”

is largely empty? Why do the adults tell

Marguerite to “keep on moving to higher

ground™

Why does Marguerite sayv that her people sur-

vive in exact relationship o the dedication of

their poets?

Evaluative Questions

Is education the key to advancement in America?

What do we need to do today o inspire our

children and Keep their faith in America strong?

Why has an equal. quality education for all been

<o ditficult to achieve in America?

Ve Angelon




The Great Books Foundation and the National Endowment
for the Humanities invite all Americans to join in A Gathering
of Equals, a conversation about the nature of American plu-
ralism and identity. What does it mean to be an American?
How are our notions of identity affected by the complexities
of our lives today and by our many different relationships and
allegiances? Is America to »ecome a nation whose citizens
think of themselves first as members of an ethnic community,
race, or culture, and only second as Americans? What holds
our diverse society together?

This conversation is an opportunity for Amencans of all
backgrounds to study, learn,and speak face-to-face about our
differences— of race, ethnicity, and culture—as well as about
the values we share as Americans. The Great Books
Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities
hope that many voices—new and old—will become part of
conversations on issues at the heart of American democracy.
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The Great Books Foundation

For more information about the
Great Books Founaation and its

reading programs re o
adults, please cai' 1 800 L
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The purpose of this guide is to help junior kigh and high school

Great Books leaders enable their students to participate thoughttully in

A Gathering of Fyuals: A National Conversation on American Pluralion and
Identity. sponsored by the Great Books Foundation and tunded in part

by a grant trom the National Endowment tor the Humanities, A actrained
Gireat Books leader, vou are in 1 unigue position to help vour students get
the most trom their participation in this nationa! conversation through
shared guiry. 2 method of learning that exemplifies the principles upon
which democracy is tounded. By using the project readings as the focal
point of study and reflection tor vour students, vou will be giving them the
opportunity to participate in an intellectual endeavor that reaches bevond
individual classrooms to embrace the country as a whole,

Planning Your Project

Fach of the wexes tor A Garhering of Equaly treats central ideas and issaes in
American political history and culture and will suppore thoughttul analysis
for three to tive dasstoom periods. Shared inquiry discussions of these

texts can be integrated into such courses as American lieerature, history, or
government. You may choose to discuss all of the selections in the booklet,

or pick atew that vou think will be of particular interest to vour sonderits,

[he interpretive reading, writing, and discussion activities suggested in
this guide will aid vou in planning vour schedule: In addiion, the booklet
of readings contains interpreive and evaluative questions that will help
vou prepare 1o lead vour discussions. As part of the project, vou may want
to have students write longer research papers or engage m classroom or
sohoolwide debates. A bibhiography of pertinent secondary readimgs is
mduded tor this purpose. as wellas a Iist ot overarching questions on

Ameriean ploralism and dentiny Gee nest pagen.
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Extending the Conversation

A Garhering of Equals presents a good opportunity to involve more
students and teachers in vour Great Books discussions. You may want to
collaborate with another teacher. perhaps from a ditferent discipline, and
conduct a shared inquiry discussion of one of the selections with his or her
students, or combine classes during the project. You could involve vour
principal or the whole school in the national conversation, perhaps
planning a National Conversation Week in which all students read and
discuss several project texts, such as Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address

or Kings "Letter from Birmingham Jail.™ culminating in a schoolwide
essay contest, debate. or assembly.

Consider involving parents, too. by inviting them to participate with
students in one of vour discussions. Some parents may already have heard
about the NEH'S commitment to 4 national conversation, and be
interested in the project booklet and the aims of A Gathering of Fquals.

We encourage vou to be creative in thinking up projects that will extend
the conversation bevond vour classroom to the school and the community.
The tollowing list of questions on American pluralism and idenuey invite a
response to the central themes of A Gathering of Equals. and can provide a
tocus for a larger project. These questions can also be used by vour
students as the basis of a culminating discussion or writing project that
gives them an opportunity o retlect on their participation in A Gathering
of Eguals and what they have learned trom their discussions. In responding,
to these questions, students might reter to several selections from the
booklet, incorporate any rescarch they have done, include new ideas they
have heard, or relate projece themes o their personal experiences or

CUTrent events,
Questions on American Pluralism and Identity

1o W hat does it niean to bean Americans What did o mean in the past
what does 1o mean right now, and what will i mean i the twenty-first
century? Has the detinition of what it means 1o bean American

Changed?

2 What is our image of the America of the future? I America becoming a

nation whose citizens think of themselves firse as members of an ethni
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community, race, or culture, and only second as Americans? Can
America be a land of shared values and commitments that nonetheless
retains cultural differences?

. What holds our diverse society together? What are our values—shared
and not shared? What are the values and commitments we need to share
or develop to have a successtul democratic society?

i. Can different peoples ever fully trust and understand one another while
maintaining their distinct ethnic identities? To whom does a person owe
loyalty in a pluralistic America—to his or her cultural group, or to the
nation?

. Is democracy stronger when Americans think of themselves as being one
people, or as being many different groups of people?

Interpretive Activities for A Gathering of Equals

At the beginning of vour project, you will want to explain to students that
thev are participating in a national conversation on American pluralism
and identity that is being funded by a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Let them know that adults and students
across the nation are participating in the project by holding discussions
based on the selections in their booklet. You may want to review some of
the information about the purpose of A Gathering of Equals that appears in
the project booklet, as well as some ot the questions about American
pluralism and identity that they will be thinking abour.

I'he interpretive activities suggested here are similar to those provided in
the Leaders Guide published tor each Great Books series. You may want to
review vour Leaders Guide, or the detroduction 1o Shared nquiry
handbook from vour training course, tor a more detailed explanation of
how to conduct the activities,

Preveading questions are designed o be discussed brietly prior to stadenty

first reading of the selection. Shanng ideas about one of these questions

will help students connect the test to their previous experience, lay the
groundwork for a personal response, and give students aogical contest tor
their first encounter with the wext,

4.
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The first reading of several of the shorter selections can easily be done in
class, We encourage vou to consider an oral reading if possible, even for
older students, to make the reading a shared event and to bring the

text to Jife,

Atter the first reading, set aside some time tor sharing questions.
Encouraging students to ask questions about a selection is an excellent way
to involve them in interpretive thinking, and greatly increases their
comprehension of the selection.

Note-taking suggestions are provided to motivate and enrich students’
second reading of the selection. (Where two note-taking suggestions are
ottered, you may choose the one vou preter, or use one tor the tirst reading
and the other tor the second.) Taking notes will encourage students to read
actively, help them tollow the development of a complex argument, assist
them in making connections between ditterent parts of the text, and foster
their ability to call up supporting evidence for their opinions. It vou allow
students time tor sharing notes, the suggested tollow-up questions will help
vou draw out ditterent responses and encourage students to elaborate on
the thinking underlying their notes. Passages tor rextual analysis are also
suggested tor cach selection.

The questions and essay wpics tor writing after discussion will enable
students to continue to engage thoughttully with issues and ideas raised by
the selections, Suidents mav write a paragraph or two, or a more extended

picu‘.



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

fntroduce the selection by having students share brietly what they already
know about the Declaration of Independence and why it was written,

Prereading Questions

1. Why do people have a right to be tree?

2. Why is it hard to get people to recognize that they have been
treating you untairly?

Note-taking Suggestion

On their second reading, ask students o

Mark places where you think the signers of the Declaration of
Independence give a good reason why they should revolt.

Follow-up question when sharing notes: Wy do you think thiv is
a good redson?

Passages for Textual Analysis
Page S: beginning, ™ When in the course of human events,” and ending,
“let facts be submitted to a candid world.”

Pages 6-7: beginning, “In every stage of these oppressions.” to the end of
the selection.

Writing After Discussion

1. Do vou agree that evervone is created equal?

2.0y democracy stronger when Americans think of themselves as 7ane
people.” or ay many distinet groups of people?

3 Has America lived up to the idea that all people are created equal with
unalienable rights to lite, libertysand the pursait ol happiness?

4. Would vou agree with American patriot Patrick Heney "Give me

liberty, or give me death™

~
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Topics for Further Study

* The events leading up to the Declaration of Independence

* The life and career of one of the signers of the Declaration
(tor example, Thomas Jetferson)

* The ditterent peoples comprising the American population in 1776
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED NTATES

Preamble and Bill of Rights

Introduce the selection by reminding students that the U0, Constitution
provides the fundamental laws of the land, and that the Bill of Rights is
the foundation of our primary freedoms as citizens. Make sure students

understand that the Bill of Rights is not the whole document, but the
name we give to the first ten amendments to the Constitation.

Prereading Questions

1. What are some of vour rights as an individual?

2 What does it mean to sav that Americans live in & free country?

Note-taking Suggestion

On their second reading, ask students to:

Mark specific rights Americans have that you feel are especially important
to living in a free country.

Follow-up gquestions when sharing notes: W Py is £t Important for citizens to
£ !

have this right in a free counery? What isan example of how this right might
be violared?

Passage for Textual Analysis

Page 8: beginning, "We the people.” and ending, “and establish this
( onstitution tor the United States of America.”

You might also have students diseuss particular amendments in small
groups. and consider why the authors of the Constitution thought these

.llﬂt'lldl“('nl\ WeTd il]]p()l'(.llll.
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Writing After Discussion

. Have students pick an article of the Bill of Rights that is the subject of

controversy today; tor example, the right to keep and bear army {(gun
control), the right of tree speech (restrictions on bate language), or
freedom of religion (school praver). Then ask students to write an Cssay
describing the controve rsvand detending their own position,

- Hove students ereate a “Students’ Bill of Rights™ tor their school.

They could begin by breaking into small groups o brainstorm their
tundamental rights as students. and conclude with a student
Constitutional Convention in which they need @ two-thirds majoriey
to pass their Bill of Rights.

- Have students suggest a new amendment to the Constitution, debate it

in <lass. and then vote on whether or noticshould be adopred. Students

can think of their own amendment. or use ex. implas of issues currently
under consideration as constiiutional amendments, such as allowing
praverin schools, making it illegal to burn the American flag as a torm
ot protest, or imposing term limits tor members of € ONEress.

Topics for Further Study

The tull text of the ULS, Constitution and the process by which

amendments to the Constitution are passed or deteared

The Arucles of Contederation. the Constitutional Convention, and the

passage of the Bill of Rights

I'he constitistions ot emerging democracies in Furope and Africa
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THE FEDERALIST NO. 10

James Madison

Madison’s essav will probably be the most challenging selection in the
booklet for vour students, so vou may want to include it only it vour
students are advanced or particularly able readers.

Introduce the tirst reading of the selection by going over with students the
tootnote on page 10, which explains brietly what the Federalist Papers
were and what the authors hoped to accomplish by writing them,
Students should understand that the ratification of the Constitution was
controversial, and that Madison is writing in support ot it. In this essay, he
is addressing the problem ot how ditterent groups—or factions, as he calls
them—can peacetully coexist in a democracy,

Atter the tirst reading, vou may want to have students get together in small
groups to discuss words or passages that they find especially ditticule to
understand: tor example, the passage on page 10, “but it would be an
unwarrantable partiality. to contend that they have as ettectually obviated
the danger on this side, as was wished and expected.” Alternatively, vou
may want to allow time for stude s to discuss in small groups one of the
passages for textual analysis,

Prereading Questions

Write on the board:
faction
+ a group of people united by a common economic interest

or a fervent dedication to some cause or issue

s a party or clique that is contentious or divisive

Phen ask stadents, Woar are come different factions that exist in America
today: Why v ar difficult for these factions to reconcile thetr differences:

Note-taking Suggestions

On their fist reading, ask students wo:

Mark places where Madison sees a danger or a problem for democracy.

Follow up question when sharing notess Wiy does Madvoi see a problem
for democracy here?
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On their second reading, ask students to:

Mark places where Madison gives a good reason to adopt a representative
form of government, rather than a "pure" democracy.

Follow-up question when sharing notes: Wy do you think Madison gives a
wood reaon here?

Passages for Textual Analysis
Page 10: beginning. "Among the numerous advantages.” and ending,
"a factious spirit has tainted our public administrations.”

Page L1 beginning, “The second expedient is as impracticable as the fira
would be unwise,” and ending, “involves the spirit ot party and faction in
the necessary and ordinary operations of the government,”

Page 12: beginning, "From this view of the subject.” and ending, “their
opinions, and their passions.”

Writing After Discussion

1. Do vou think that the ditterene racial and ethnic groups in America
represent tactions that will never fully trust one another, or is our

identity as Americans strong enough to overcome our ditterences?

- Do vou agree with Madison that representative democracy is a better

torm of government than “pure democracy™

- What are some issues that divide vour school, and what are some

tactions that have arisen as a result? How could these issues be resolved?

b Can people who are disadvantaged financially or educationally saill share
i the American dream ot hibertv and justiee tor all

Topics for Further Study
o The Federabist’ Anti Tederalise debare regarding the adopuion of the
C onstitution

o The ditterent possible torms of government, snch as monarchy

oligarchy. mihitar - dictatorship, et

o Plitos scepueal view ot democtacv m Book N ot 7 he Republi,




SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Ahrabam Lincoln

Introduce the selection by telling students that the speech was given in
March of 1865, very near the end of the American Civil War, Explain that
in the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863, which is reterred to in
the selection, Lincoln declared slaves in the Southern states to be free.

Because of the particular beauty and power of Lincolns oratory. we
especially encourage vou to conduct the first reading out loud. You could

aho have one or more students prepare a dramatic reading.

Prereading Questions
1. What does the phrase “Judge not lestve be judged™ mean? Why is it
hard to live according to this principle?

2. Why is it hard to torgive someone atrer a fight and be good friends?

Note-taking Suggestion

On their second reading, ask students to:

Mark places where Lincoln suggests that the Civil War could have been
avoided, and places where he suggests it was unavoidable.

Follow-up question when sharing notes: Wiy does Lincobn suggest that the
war was avotdable (or wnaroidable ) here? '

Passage for Textual Analysis

Page 171 beginning, “With malice toward none:™ to the end of the

selection,

Q
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Writing After Discussion

. Why does Lincoln suggest that both the North and the South are
responsible for this “mighty scourge,” this “terrible war™

2. Are Americans as deeply divided today as in the time of Lincoln?

3. Is it ime for Americans to forgive each other tor past wrongs, and
“judge not that we be not judged™ Why would this be dithcult?

4. Do vou think that people who are not satistied with America should be
allowed to live separately as they wish- to secede from the Union?

5. How was the auemipted secession of the Southern states prior to the
Civil War ditterent from the secession of the colonies from Great
Britain?

Topics for Further Study

* ‘The lite and speeches of black abolitionist Frederick Douglass
* Lincolns decision to issue the Emanapation Proclanation and the

reaction on both sides

¢ Reconstruction and the attermath of the Civil War tor whites and
blacks: the tate of Lincoln's hope “to bind up the nation's wounds™ and
tor people to act “with malice toward none: with charity for all”

The major evens and grim statistics of the Civil War

Other famous inaugural speeches (e.g. by John E Kennedy,
Franklin D. Rooseveln)

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC



LETTER FROM BIRMINGHAM JAILL
Mcrtin Luther King, [r,

Introduce the selection by drawing students’ attention to the author’s note,
in which Dr. King describes the circumstances under which he wrote his
letter. You might also want to have students share briefly what they know
about the civil rights movement.

Prereading Questions

1. Do people have an obligation to obey laws that are unjust?

2. What do vou think is meant b, the statement, “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice evervwhere™

3. Why do some people turn to violence to attempt to solve thar
! P i
problems, while others believe in nonviolence?
Note-taking Suggestions

On their tirst reading, ask students to:

Mark places where you admire something that Dr. King says.

Follow-up question when sharing notes: Why do you admire
what Dr. King says here.

On their second reading. ask students to:

Mark places where Dr. King seems confident in his ability to help lead
Americans to “understanding and brotherhood." and places where he
seems to doubt his ability.

Follow-up question when sharing notess Why do you think Dr King eems
confident in (or dowbting of 5 his abilin, here?

Passages for Textual Analysis
Pages 18- 190 beginning, " While contined here” and ending. “never b
considered an outsider anywhere within its bounds.”

Pages 19-20: beginning, " You may well ask.” and ending. “ina tragic ettore
to live in monologue rather than dialogue.”

Pages 21-22; beginning, “You express a great deal of anxicty,”and ending,
“expressing the highest respect tor law.”

13
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Writing After Discussion

I. Has America been successtul or unsuccesstul in achieving Dr. King’s
dream of racial justice and harmony? Are race relations better now than
they were during the time of the civil rights movement?

2. How can good relations between races be achieved? What stands in the
way and how can these obstacles be overcome? (Students may want to
consider American society as a whole or think about the question as it
applies to their school.)

3. Dr. King writes that “there is a tvpe of constructive nonviolent tension
which is necessary for growth.” Describe a time when something that
made vou uncomfortable—that caused you “a tension in the mind™—
resulted in vour growth,

+. Do vou think that vou could live your life according to the principle of
nonviolence? Do vou think that most people could do so, or only a fow
exceprional people like Dr. King?

5. Do vou think there will always be distrust hetween people of ditferent
races, classes, and cultures?

0. Does there come a time when violent protest, or even revolt, is justified
in the face of a long string of abuses? What would the signers of the
Declaration of Independence say to Dr. King's philosophy of
nonviolence?

Topics for Further Study

* The history of the civil rights movement in the United States
¢ The lite and writings of Martin Tuther King. Ir.
* The philosopy of passive resistancy

The events and people reterred to in 1 etter from Birmingham Jail”
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
Meayer Angelon

Introduce the selection by telling students thart this story is by the African
American poet Mava Angelou, and is from her memoir I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.

Prereading Questions
I. How important to a young person’s success or failure is the opinion of
teachers and parents about his or her tuture?

2. Why do countries have national anthems? How does singing their
national anthem make people feel?

Note-taking Suggestion

On their second reading, ask students to:

Mark places where Marguerite is feeling connected to her people, and
places where she is feeling separate from them.

Follow-up question when sharing notes: Why 4 Marguerite feeling
connected to (or separate from) her people here?

Passages for Textual Analysis

Pages 29-30: beginning, “Unlike the white high school.” and ending, "to
make their dramatic entrance.”

Page 34: heginning, "On the dais,” and ending, "As a species we werean
abomination. All of us.”

Page 35+ beginning, " had heen lisiening,” 1o the end of the story.,

-
JO
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Writing After Discussion

1.

[ @]

N

In writing this story, do you think that the author primarily
wants to change rhe attitudes of white people or the attitudes of

black people?

- How are the problems that young African American graduates

face roday like and unlike those that Marguerite faced?

. Why has an equal, quality education for all been so ditficult

to achieve in Americ @

. Have you ever felt disillusioned? What restored vour faith?

. Write the valedictory speech you would give after listening to

Mr. Donleavy speak.

Topics for Further Study

Atrican American poets, artists, and musicians

The history of school desegregation

The “separate but equal” philosophy and why it failed
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