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High School Journalism at Terrell

One of the problems in examining journalism at Terrell High School is that no
archives exist of the school publications. Besides interviewing Mrs. Phillips when
she was 91 years old and also interviewing some of her students, I was able to
examine only a few issues and loose pages of school yearbooks and newspapers.4
The earliest publication I saw was some pages from The Tidings dated 1922, volume
one. It appeared to be an early yearbook. By 1929 the yearbook was called The Cat'’s
Paw and was listed as volume five.

It is possible a yearbook with a different name could have been done at Terrell
. before 1922.

Laurence Campbell's Quill and Scroll Studies of Texas High School Publications
does not include listings for segregated schools. Only white schools were allowed to
participate in University Interscholastic League competitions in Texas until June
1965. Until then, Negro schools had their own FPrairie View Interscholastic League?®
According to Campbell's studies, Fort Worth's Paschal High School had a yearbook
in 1911 and Northside had a yearbook in 1913. Paschal had a school newspaper by
1912 and Northside by 1917, according to Campbell's studies.®

According to the 1929 Terrell yearbook, students were studying journalism as
part of English. Lillian B. Jones was the teacher. Ms. Jones was listed as having an A.
B. from Prairie View Normal and Simmons University and post graduate work at
Columbia, the University of Chicago and the University of Colorado.

Mrs. Phillips, who began teaching at Terrell in 1922, was teaching English in
1929. Her degree was from Prairie View, and she was listed as having done post
graduate work at Kansas State Teachers College.

By 1952 the yearbook was named The Fanther.

The earliest issue of the school newspaper, The Terrellife, | examined was 1936.
It was volume 14, suggesting that the newspaper began in 1922. LaBerta Phillips was
listed as the newspaper adviser One loose page from a 1944 yearbook listed Mrs.
Phillips as teaching English and journalism. She had done "additional study" at
Kansas State Teachers College, the University of Colorado, North Carolina State,

dMrs. Phillips supplicd three pages from the 1929 yearbook, one page from the 1944 ycarbook, a
photocopy of the 1936 The Terrelllife and an actual copy of the 1963 newspaper. The other papers and
yearbook pages mentioned were found in the Tarrant County Black Historical and Genealogical Sociely
in Fort Worth, Texas.

5Rob Hawlhome, The lLeaguer, Interscholaslic league Iress Conference, Auslin, Texas, March 1985.

6Laurence R Campbell, "Texas High School Publications” Available through Quill and Scroll,
Unlversity of lowa, lowa Cily, lowa.
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Virginia State in Ettick, Va. Also, she had attended a radio conference at The Ohio
State University.

I also examined issues of The Terrellife from 1947 and 1963. The masthead
indicated six volumes were published per year. The newspapers contain items
which vouch for the adviser's journalism training,

For example, the 1936 issue has a front-page layout reminiscent of 7The New
York Times from that era. The 1947 issue has the newspaper's objectives listed on
page 2. The objectives included : ‘

eproviding an organ of information with news for students, teachers, parents,
administrators and former graduates

® being an organ for student thought

* creating school spirit and the best tradition of the school

* being an outlet for creative work

¢ promoting scholarship

¢ being a record of school history

e providing training in useful and purposeful writing, striving for the best
forms of journalism.

In 1947 the masthead included the line "Member NSPA, established 1921."

Students were allowed to dissent in The Terrellife. The 1963 issue of the paper
included a story, "Seniors' Reaction to Mass Commencement.” The story ran on
page three and included quotes from seniors critical of the joint graduation
ceremony which the school district had planned for all four Fort Worth colored

high schools. The 1963 issue of the paper had advertising including a 3 x 9
national ad for Pepsi Cola.

LaBerta Phillips

LaBerta DeVera Miller Phillips was born in 1900 in Tyler, Texas. Her family
moved to Fort Worth when she was about 5. She was the second of nine children.
She said her parents were both interested in education, and they encouraged their
children to go to college. Three of her siblings were also teachers.”

LaBerta Phillips parents were honored in the 1929 Terrell yearbook for supplying
the "working material” for Terrell to grow and be perpetuated.

"We say to Mr. and Mrs. ]. M. Miller that we are highly appreciative of their
singular contribution of seven graduates, three of whom have become teachers in
this system. For eight years Mrs. 1. D. Miller-Phillips (LaBerta) has been doing very

"The author interviewed Mrs. Phillips at her home in Fort Worlh in May 1991
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effective work in our English Department. Miss Mabel Miller, for four years, has
been one of our most efficient elementary teachers. Mrs. Jewell Miller Collins left us
to work as head of the Home Economics Department of Stamford (Texas) High
School. "8 | '

Later Mrs. Phillips' youngest brother, Alfred, who graduated from Terrell in
1929, became a principal at Port Arthur, Texas. Alfred was also the first Black to
attend what is now the University of North Texas. He was admitted to the graduate
school in education there in 19549 Her sister Jewell was a principal in Monahans,
Texas, for 30 years.

Mrs. Phillips was married but had no children. She met her husband at Prairie
View. She said her students were her children. She began teaching at Terrell in 1922.

She got into teaching high school journalism in the same way 1 did. She was an
English teacher. After the previous teacher asked to give up journalism, it "fell on
me," she said in the 1991 interview. She could not remember when she began
teaching journalism, but based on the yearbooks and newspapers, she became
responsible for journalism sometime between 1929 and 1936. She said she had
always liked writing and journalism though, and she learned about journalism
from the summer workshops she attended.

She said the first year teaching journalism was taxing "You know a person can
really learn when he has to dig things out for himself" she said. "I had the
responsibility so I just got books and worked on it" During the interview, she
repeated, "One learns to do by doing" several times.

She viewed the summer workshops as fun, a form of vacation. She said she
wanted to continue to learn, and she was curious "how they did things at that
school” Undoubtedly, she attended other workshops after 1944, but at age 91, the
workshops all ran together in her mind. She said she had no mentor, no role
model if she needed help teaching journalism.

About teaching in general, Mrs. Phillips said she tried to identify a child's
strength and then encourage him at that particular skill.

She used different techniques with different students. In a recent interview,
Cecil Johnson, the first of Mrs. Phillips' students to work for the Star-Telegram, said
he thought he was Mrs. Phillips' pet. Johnson, who graduated from Terrell in 1953,
was the editor of The Terrellife his senior year. He callec Mrs. Phillips energetic,
charismatic and enthusiastic. "She passed all those traits about English and
journalism on to her students,” he said.

8his informalion was on a page from the 1929 Terrell yearbook supplied by Mrs. Phillips.
9_]im Fredricks, "First black at NT dies,” Denton Record-Chionicle, Sept. 4, 1993, p. 1.




Johnson said Mrs. Phillips had subtle ways of doing things. For example, she
whispered too loudly to someone, loud enough that Cecil would be sure to hear.
"He has a knack for writing" It was a whisper that Johnson never forgot. --Nothing
improves one's hearing like praise, as the little maxim says.

Johnson went to work for the Star-Telegram in 1968 as a general assignments
reporter, untrained in journalism except for what he'd learned in high school under
Mrs. Phillips. His college degree was in English from what is now the University of
North Texas. He spent time in the Army and the Air Force before finishing college.
He went to work for IBM as a management trainee immediately after college.

He didn't like the job. On the side, he began doing some public relations work
for a Fort Worth business man who complimented him on his writing and
suggested he apply at the Star-Telegram. However, Johnson had no string book to
show. Drawing on what he remembered from Mrs. Phillips’ journalism class, he
took some historical events and rewrote them as though they had just happened.
He got the job. Johnson is still with the Star-Telegram. Currently, he is an editorial
writer and columnist. His book, Guts about the legendary black rodeo cowboy was
published in December 1994 and is already in its second printing.

With Charles Jackson, Mrs. Phillips was not so subtle. Jackson was the second
African-American hired at the Star-Telegram. A 1963 graduate of Terrell, Jackson
worked for the The Wichita Eagle-Beacon during college at Wichita State University
and also after his graduation. He'd also worked for United Press International in
Dallas before joining the Star-Telegram in January 1969.

“Mrs. Phillips thought I could be a professional journalism. She said I had all
the ability, but I did not work up to the standards of which she thought I was
capable. She was rough. She chided me that [ wasn't serious enough to become a
journalist,” Jackson said.

Jackson was the first African American to edit the WSU newspaper. His senior
year, he also edited the WSU yearbook. The yearbook missed making All American
by only a few points. Jackson took the WSU yearbook and its Associated Collegiate
Press critique and left them in Mrs. Phillips door as a not-so-subtle way of saying, "I
told you I could do it"

Mrs. Phillips had earlier taught Jackson's mother and aunts and uncles. "She
was the mainstay," Jackson said. "She was wonderful. She gave all of us that quality
of excellence.”

Currently, Jackson is the Director of Programs for the Robert . Maynard
Institute in San Francisco. In addition to the Star-Telegram, Jackson has also
worked for the Dallas Times Herald and The Washington Post.
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Bob Ray Sanders, the third of Mrs. Phillips' students to work for the Star-
Telegram, was her “boy." In a column in the Star-Telegram June 1, 1980, Sanders
thanked Mrs. Phillips in print and added," . . . to this déy she still calls me her boy.
She's the only one who can get away with calling me ‘boy."10

Sanders, who graduated from Terrell in 1965, had had a letter published in the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram when he was in the ninth grade at Terrell. As a result,
several letters were sent to Terreli for him.

"I had written about peace in a day when Russia was testing a new bomb, and
the world shivered in fear. For the first time in my life I realized that I had the
ability to touch through writing," Sanders wrote in the same July 1980 column.

"I went to the journalism teacher at Terrell and told her I wanted to be a writer.
After pestering her for days, she finally said I could be the ninth grade reporter. 11
Mrs. Phillips had her standards. Usually, students were not allowed to work on The
Terrellife unless they were in journalism class. Most students, including Sanders,
took journalism their senior year at Terrell.

Sanders went to work for the Star-Telegram in general assignments
immediately after his graduation from the University of North Texas in 1969. He
worked in public radio and television in North Texas for several years and still has a
professional affiliation with North Texas Public Broadcasting He also did a stint as a
talk-radio host on a commercial radio station in Dallas. Today, he is a columnist at
the Star-Telegram He also has been an adjunct journalism professor at Texas
Woman's University for several years.

Carol Brooks, who graduated from Terrell in the same class with Sanders, also
remembered Mrs. Phillips' standards. "We had to meet her standards," Ms. Brooks
said. "She was a stickler in teaching English, and she brought that into journalism.
She taught us the process, and then she gave us the freedom to do the work.”

Ms. Brooks, who now is a training manager for Neiman Marcus in Dallas, edited
the Terrell yearbook in 1965. She said in every job she's had, she's always drawn on
the writing skills Mrs. Phillips taught her in high school. "She made us do things
the correct way.

"We were exposed to The New York Times at 1. M. Terrell," Ms. Brooks said.
Ms. Brooks said she felt sure the school district was not funding The New York
Times . "Whatever our teachers were reading, they brought it to us," Ms. Brooks
said. Mrs. Phillips also took the students on a tour of the yearbook plant in Dallas so
they could see how yearbooks were put together.

10Boh Ray Sanders, "Efforts of teacher kind," Fort Warth Star Telegram, June 1, 1980 Columin supplied
lo the author by Mrs Phillips.

Hibig.
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Twenty five years after she retired from teaching journalism, Mrs. Phillips
could not recall the principal ever being unhappy with the school newspaper or
yearbook. She said the principal was proud of her students and her publications.
She admitted that she sometimes talked students out of publishing material she
thought was in poor taste. She said she would get the student off to the side and say,
"You wouldn't want this said about you, would you?"

She thought her job entailed teaching common courtesy as well as "the books.”
After she retired from Terrell in 1966, she was dean of women at Southwestern

Christian College in Terrell, Texas, for two years. She also advised the yearbook
there.

In one of the Southwestern yearbooks she advised, there is this quote by her
picture,

"We must meet every task with a determination to conquer its difficulties

and never let them conquer us. No task is too small to be done well.. . It is not
the driving for great things that is most effective; it is doing the little things, the
common duties, a little better and better --the constant improving that tells.”

Conclusion

In summary, I hope I have planted some seeds that may suggest further study or
action. The Texas High School Press Association gave Mrs. Phillips its Trailblazer
award in 1986. The Trailblazer award got its name from an inscription on the
Pioneer Woman statue on the Texas Woman's University campus.

"Marking a trail in a pathless wilderness, pressing forward with unswerving
courage, she met each untried situation with a resourcefulness equal to the need.. .
12 Mrs. Phillips did all that and more.

She is deserving of an award from a national mainstream organization while
she is still alive.

[ believe there are several things we can learn from examining high school
journalism at Terrell.

Both Brooks and Sanders think there were other segregated schools such as
Terrell with excellent teachers. Did segregated schools in Mississippi and Georgia
and Alabama and other states in the South have high school publications? Did they
teach journalism?

Also, we need better archives of all high school publications. We need to
encourage high school teachers today to send their publications to libraries for

archival purposes. My mother used to send a copy of the yearbooks she advised to

12j0ssic H. Humphries, from the Pioncer Woman stalug, Texas Woman's University campus
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the Missouri State Historical Society. | think that was a sales point her students used
in selling advertising, that the ads would be preserved in the State Historical
Society's library.

Terrell High was blessed with excellent teachers because there was little else they
could do in that era. We need to rethink what we can do to encourage the "brightest
and best" to go into teaching. This is not an easy task since salaries and working
conditions for teachers are less than ideal, and other "professions" are open to all
students today.

Like LaBerta Phillips, we need to expect and demand that all students do their
best work. About the teachers at Terrell, Ms. Brooks said "We were nurtured by
people who knew we could do it" We need to set high standards and nurture
students until they do their best.

In closing, let me remind you of the maxim that says it is impossible to measure
the influence of a teacher. It is like dropping a pebble into a pool of water. The
circles radiate out and eventually overlap. LaBerta Phillips influenced huncreds of
lives in more than 40 years of teaching, preparing students for what might happen.
Her students have influenced thousands more.

We are indeed fortunate to be teachers, to have the opportunity to influence
students.

] am indeed fortunate to have you honor me in this way.



Preparing For What Might Happen:
Teaching High School Journalism in a Segregated High School in Fort Worth, Texas

In honoring me, you also honor my teachers, my colleagues, my friends and
family who have all influenced and encouraged me in some way.

The Honors Lecturer. This is the second occasion on which I've been given an
award [ wish another teacher could have received. Several years ago, the Fort Worth
Chapter of Women in Communications gave me its Margaret Caskey award for
"unsung heroines in journalism."

If ever there was an unsung herocine in journalism, it was LaBerta Miller
Phillips. For 30 years or more, Mrs. Phillips taught journalism and advised student
publications at Fort Worth's segregated 1LM. Terrell High School. She retired in 1966.
She is 95 years old, widowed and ir: poor health today.

In a 1986 panel discussion on recruiting high school minority students into
journalism at AEJMC in Norman, Okla, Bob Ray Sanders, a professional journalist
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area said the first three Blacks to ever work for the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram all had the same high school journalism teacher at Terrell
High. That teacher was LaBerta Phillips. In a different era, Mrs. Phillips would have
worked at the Star-Telegram, Sanders said.

We have tended to dismiss segregated schools in the South as inferior. Don't
ever try to tell graduates of Terrell High they graduated from a second-rate sciiool.
They had first-rate teachers.

Sanders, who graduated from Terrell in 1965, said most of his teachers should
have been professionals. "But the professions weren't open to them, so the teachers
brought all their talent and energy and gave it to us. They knew they were preparing
us for a day of change, and they knew that we would be representing them. They did
not allow failure.

"Mrs. Phillips, for example, might give you back a paper with a C or a D on i,
but she would say, ‘I have not recorded this grade yet. You take this paper and work
on it some more' Mrs. Phillips sized up your ability, and you had to keep redoing
the paper until she thought you'd done your best," Sanders said.

I have always liked "under dog stories." I came from an under dog background. I
grew up in the Missouri Ozarks. I still remember our high school principal telling
us before our senior trip to Washinglon, D. C, that we were not to act like dumb,
ignorant hillbillies. --lHe said we were hillbillies, of course, but we were to act so that
others would know we were not dumb and ignorant.

10



My parents, who were both teachers, said they weren't aware of the Great
Depression. The economy in the Ozarks had always been depressed, but the people
who lived there didn't realize it. Because the tax base was low, my school was
underfunded just as "colored" schools were underfunded. But we, too, had top-
notch, dedicated teachers.

Even today, Ozark County, Mo, is lily-white. When [ was 7 years old, I was in a
Memphis department store and wanted to drink from a fountain labeled “"colored"
because I thought the water would be colored. My mother told me I couldn't get a
drink there, but she didn't say why. I watched the fountain hoping someone else
would get a drink, and I could see the colored water.

Still, without any first-hand knowledge or contact with racial minorities, I grew
up with subtle prejudices about them. I certainly would have denied that I was racist
or prejudiced. I learned differently in an unlikely way and place --in the teachers’
lounge at Warsaw High School, again an all white community on the northern
fringe of the Missouri Ozarks.

Warsaw High was the first place 1 taught journalism. I was one of those classic
cases --the new English teacher assigned to teach journalism and advise the school
newspaper and yearbook. The principal thought I'd be good because I had worked
for my hometown newspaper and also because I'd edited my high school yeark. ok
and newspaper. --1t didn't matter to him that I hadn't taken a single college
journalism course.

That summer, I went to the University of Missouri's " how to" workshop for
journalism teachers. Dr. Robert Knight had earlier taught and befriended my

mother when she was a Newspaper Fund Fellow there. Of course, he befriended me
too.

While the major news-making days of the Civil Rights Movement were about
over by 1971, Civil Rights was a topic for much conversation in the teachers' lounge
at Warsaw High School. There were four white male teachers, all about my age --
then 1 was under 30 -- who forced me to realize 1 was prejudiced as a result of our
conversations.

Their arguments went something like this: The social studies teacher would say,
"If T were Black, I'd be a militant." The English teacher would argue, “The true test
of whether you are racist or not is your view on mixed marriage. Could you handle
your daughter marrying a Black?

i1




These were topics never discussed when I attended the University of Missouri
or Southwest Missouri State, and they were shocking to me. [ was forced to think
about issues that had never previously entered my lily-white world.

Two of those four young men were from the Ozarks and managed to survive at
Warsaw High despite their "radical" views. The other two "outsiders" were fired
the next year because they were viewed as "different.”

I taught two years at Warsaw High. From this vantage point, I suspect those two
years influenced the rest of my life more than any other period. While I was
teaching there, I was selected as a Newspaper Fund Fellow at the University of
Oklahoma under Professor James Paschal's direction. If I was not already hooked on
journalism, the Newspaper Fund Workshop cinched it.

That workshop was the first time I remember ever attending classes with any
one whose skin color was other than white like mine. Talk about diversity! Mario
Garcia was in my class. He'd had trouble getting to Norman because so many planes
had been hijacked to Cuba. Since he was Cuban, he'd had trouble getting through
airport security.

There were also two Black women, three nuns, a priest, and a young man in a
wheelchair. [ decidea I'd been selected because they wanted a hillbilly in the group!
There were about 23 of us, and we lived together together in a fraternity house that
was vacant for the summer. So we did more than just attend classes together. We
really got to know each other. --I went to see "The Last Picture Show" with one of
the Black women and two nuns. I spent most of the time worrying about what the
nuns were thinking about the nude scenes. Of course, the nuns handled it better
than 1.

The Dow Jones Newspaper Fund has done many wonderful projects. And, of

course, they were in the forefront in mainstream America in encouraging young
minorities in journalism education.

A Different Look at a Segregated School

But journalism was taught and taught well in at least one segregated school in
the South decades before mainsiream America thought of encouraging young
minorities to consider a career in journalism. It was no accident that the first three
Blacks to work for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram were Mrs. Phillips' protégeés.

Mrs. Phillips started teaching journalism at Terrell High sometime between 1929
- 1936. She retired in 1966. She taught English at Terrell from 1922 - 1966. When 1
interviewed her in 1991, she was 91 years old. | asked how she was farsighted




enough to be teaching journalism all those years when there were few jobs open to
Blacks in the field.

Mrs. Phillips said, "Perhaps there wasn't an opportunity, but [ was trying to get
my students prepared for what might happen.’

In Dr. Robert Knight's 1981 Honors Lecture, he urged us to do more work in the
history of scholastic journalism. Teachers and students need to understand their
roots, Dr. Knight said. "They need to know the paths that have been traveled and
the problems that have not yet been solved as well as those that have" What I hope
to do in this presentation is to describe for you a path that was traveled and
problems that were solved in less than ideal conditions. This is the story of the
difference an excellent, dedicated teacher can make, and the influence she can have
on many lives.

I. M. Terrell High School began in 1882 and was called Fort Worth Colored High
School. Professor L. M. Terrell was the principal. He also supervised education for
the black elementary schools in Fort Worth until he left in 1915 to be the president
of Prairie View A & M College. He was a leader in the African-American
community in Houston until he died in 1931. Fort Worth Colored High was
renamed [ M. Terrell High in 1921.

By 1929 extra-curricular activities at Terrell included debate, Spanish Club,
Mathematics Club, Interior Decorating Club, Latin Club, High School Orchestra,
Henson Historical Pilgrimage Club and Ukulele Club. The school newspaper and
yearbook were both being produced, but neither were listed as extra-curricular.

According to Terrell alumni, most of the teachers at Terrell would have been
working as professionals in the fields they taught if such careers had been opened to
them. In a recent interview, Carol Brooks, Terrell valedictorian for the class of 1965,
said "In today's world, they would not have been teachers. They would have been
journalists and chemists and mathematicians. We benefited from a system that was
terrible, Ms. Brooks said. Ms. Brooks was the editor of the 1965 Terrell yearbook.
She attended Howard University on a scholarship. She worked as a copyeditor for
McGraw Hill after graduating from Howard with a major in English and a minor in
journalism.

Sanders noted that most Terrell teachers did their undergraduate degrees at
Black colleges in the South. However, there were few graduate programs at the
Black colleges, so the Terrell teachers went elsewhere for advanced study. "They

IMrs. Phillips had a copy of a page from the 1929 Terrell yearbook, The Cat's Paw, which included
this information.
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went to Stanford, Columbia, Kansas, lowa, Colorado and other places, and they
brought all that knowledge back to us," Sanders said.

However, as jobs opened for Blacks in other professional areas, the best and
brightest no longer became teachers. That was about the same time schools were
being integrated, and the older Black teachers were retiring.

In a recent interview with The Dallas Moming News, Robert Hughes, who
coached the Terrell Panthers to three state basketball championships and who now
coaches at Dunbar High School in Fort Worth, said, "It (Terrell) was a great place for
a beginning teacher. I got as much out: of that Terrell faculty as the students did.
They (the faculty) were the elite." Hughes began coaching at Terrell in 1958 and was
transferred to Dunbar when Terrell was closed in 19732

Terrell alumni report that despite a ban by the school district, their teachers
brought the works of James Baldwin, Langston Hughes and other Black writers to
school for students to read. In addition, alumni say teachers brought television sets
to school so that students could watch major events in the Civil Rights movement.

Craduates of Terrell had no trouble getting admitted to college. In a recent
interview, Charles Jackson, the second of Mrs. Phillips' students to work at the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram, said he went to Wichita State University on a music
scholarship, but he had applied and was accepted to many other colleges including
Colgate and Syracuse. Jackson, who soon changed his major to journalism and
English at Wichita State, said he was better prepared for college than many of his
white friends.

"I didn't realize it at the time, but our teachers wanted us to be better prepared
than the competition they knew we would be up against," Jackson said.

Ms. Brooks, who had won an award in a National Council of Teachers of
English competition while she was at Terrell, said she was a bit intimidated when
she first began school at Howard with students from all over the country. But she
said she soon learned her Terrell education stood up, and she had nothing to fear.

In addition to journalists, the list of outstanding Terrell graduates include many
outstanding doctors, lawyers, teachers and business people.

Terrell was closed in 1973 despite protests from the Black community. There
were no Blacks on the school board or the Fort Worth City Council at that time.3

Both Sanders and Brooks think Terrell was not an exceptional case. While
segregated schools may have had inferior facilities and funding, they think many

segregated schools had excellent teachers for the same reason as Terrell.

Zjacquiclynn Floyd, "Decaying monument,” The Dallas Morning News, July 5,1995, p. 1, 8.
31hid.
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FIYE CENTY 'ER COI'Y

Semi-Finals For 2nd
Annual Declamatory

Contest Prove
Successful

FIRST ELIMINATION 18
HELD AT 1. M. TERRELL
HOOL

Winners for thy azmi-finals o the
weind  axnual Declamatory  Contesl
were chosen Tutsday, March 10. The
winner, Nary Haynte. supporied by
1he sentor high school divisten of 1. 4,
Tervell was at her peak and rendered
on Interesting talk. Mary Heaynes re.
celved $300 na her acerd, given by the
faerRy and severa) mbera of the
public ‘peaking clasr; namely. Rence
Van Zandu Melvin Laey, Paul Keller,
and Ruby Oarrell. Pred Smith wm
avarded secind prise, §130, given by
the Student Counell. The third prize
$1 %0 was won by Helen Jerome Baylea,
glven ¥y Miss L. O, Munchus, director,

Mary Heynes vlll dietalm f3r I, M.
Terrell in Lhe city-wide conteat o be
held at Mcunt Zion Maptist Church.
Fridoy. Msrch 31, The winner 1o thal
conte't  will compete In the fnlee-
scholaslly meet In Pralele View Col.
tege. Pralrle  View, Texsa, Pridsy and
Saturday. April 11-)

The (Irst elimination wat held at the

ochool February 28. Prom seventeen|

per Ahe tan demt X,
named.

Fred ®8mith, Mary Hiynes, Xoma
Beker, Ive Mae Loud, Pesriine Nore
ean, Jassie Cuwilrn, Cart Hurd, Helen
Jerome Baylel, Maud Nlehilson, and
Virgls Wormley were Lhe puplls who
were Judged a3 Lhe best apeskers:

el hey were the ones who com.
prled at Mount Otlead Baplist Chureh,
Tuesday evening, March 10,

Zsch of the speskers 1t to be com.
mended Joe Lhe very encellent manner
In which he presented Rlmself.

Thelr aponssr, M L. O, Munchys,
has done tome very excellent work ta
training these young people.

Mrs, J. P. Baten, Mro. L. D Phillips,
and Mus H. B. Harvey, atiad s judg-
.

were

———

WPA Workers Beautify
I. M. Terrell Campus

Due 10 a generous WT'A approptia-
150 1L has been made poksiole that 1,
M Terrell 8chool thould Pave a besu-
Uful campus. The actusl work began
Mondsy, February 10, 1939,

According to Lhe maneger D. L
&cholwld, new alde walks are to be
lald completely around the esmpus;
the sest dde of the eampus s to be
Staded and covered with sand end ciay
f2r  the larger students: the plav.
ground for Lhe larger ehidren Is 1o be
covered with asphull; drinking foun-
talna to be erecied on Lhe grounds;
& chain Jink fence la Lo turround ihe
peoperty entleely: llowera 2nd phrud.
bery are t3 be planied between (he
fence and aldewelka

The residences are 1o be moved
away, and the frame bulldings behind
the schoul are to be moved beck to the
far eid of the campus.” This wlil pro-
vide more room for play.

MARION BROOKS, Editor
It's Here

Yes, studenta. Its here: the theif)
Vhat ecmee cnce ln every high eehool
atudent’s Itfe. )

Appruaimately ene hundeed-twenly
(Ive students are candidates for grady.
¢tlon June "3$. Thls In schedul,

Another Period Added

To Program

the ccowded condition

Bees se of
~hi*h exl-ted 10 core claress |' bee
came necessery for the scheduls Lo be

te-arvanged o that more teachers
could be sdded to help Laka care of
his erowded conditlon.

The schoo! day now conslsta of elaht
nerioda Instead of sevtn. Clasen bee
g0 a8 ususl atl $:30 a. o1, and clree al
4:00 p. m.

Three teachers, Miss Melds Dtle
Wilia=-, gradusta of Fisx University,
“vderik Barnwell, gratuale of Fixk
University. snd ¥1-yd Medane, gradu-
ate of Pratrle View College have been
sdded t: the tacully.

Eeesuse of Lhe changea (hat have
been rrade. 1L 14 obvioua Lhat more o f-
fective work can be done.

JONATHAN WALLACE. June 3¢

TEACHERS RESUME
WORK

Agein the facully and student body
we'tome M. R O. Houslon, Mrs, L.
B F-race Mro, L D, Polllios. 2w ).
O, Munchus, and Mr. Ma:¢o Johnstn
—*¢ Fete hen oul of -chool on ne-
count of Uiness alnce the publication
of Lhe Iaat Jasue of the Terrellile paper.

At precent 1hece Weachers are baek
n duty, I

H

—

Former Student of 1. M.

! Continues Good Work |
e emm

Kivy Bonita Farrison, & former atud.
et of 1. M. Teerell High 8¢hool and
«Praitie View State College. s now s
{member of the graduale schocl of At
lanta  Unliversity. Atsnls. OQeorgle,
Tatter making an exceptiinal record (n
Pealrie View, Miss Harrlzon enrolied In
Atlanta Universily and made perfect
adea for the first  semeater. They
pre s followa:

Statintics A,
Boclal Theory A,

. Porloloey Confliel A.

of Boclal«}
A’ and Yconomles 4.

Dvuring the a~cond eere’ler ahe Is t=
have the privikcee of doine  reseaich
work, Bhe s sl privlieged Lo d
only four eublects alnce she hed an
ovee loud during the lsst semester.

MARION BROOKS &

COUNCIL ADDS TWO
NEW STUDENTS

Binee Lwy members of the Councll
have gone: namely, Arthur Propea an
acecount of graduation and Ocorar
Adaniv ¢n account  of eapiration  of
Ume. the Mirdent Councll han nddie|
1x¢ new members In the person of Paul
Kelier and Joseph Powe. Wilh the aid
of Lhese tuo and the other membern
of the councll, Lhis 15 sure 14 be one of !
ihe moat ruccessful yuesta In the hl.
Loty of Lhe Student Ceuncll,

Euth projects sa Lhese have been
beoyeht foeth by the Connell'—n theas
tre party 1o be given the homerocom
th the highest avernge in banking;
s benner for the homeroom with the
highest avvernge in studies. Another
and & very recent aifort put forth by
the Councll la.the poll tax. These
plans have not been carried oul, but
they wll be in & very short while.

31 yzu will support the C:zuncll, the
Councll will support you.

—_—

IGraduate of Howard U.
Entertains Briefly

Teachees and puplia assembled 1
the audftorlum lo hesr Mr. Ilubbatd
Hatris a recent graduste of Howaid
University, render & brief butl impees-
slve pcogram. Defore Mr. Marrls ¢
dered this pragram, he made an int
eting and forceful Lntx,

Mr, Harrit's compelency has won for

to
the largsst elass In the history of the
sehool,

Having already tlecled class ofileers.
Ihis class ls ncw making peeparaclons
21 the final momenia.

The 8enlors are hoping thia 1o be
one of the moal Interesting gradutting
clasees ever 1o feave 1 M Terrell High
$Schoe)

be | him a *cholars!

p to 0 adbroad to ad-
vanee hts atudy of musle.

“The Storm™ postraying  Nghining,
thunder, caln. and then the ealm ploy.
€d by Mr. Marris showed that In cur
midat was & man posses ¢d with unus-
ual 8blliLy In Lthe wetld of musl:, He
2130 sang the latest odition of Mr,
Hoers T 0 “Bomebody &

Krieklne at ¢ CTeaay o v

‘x/”—?ftec&woc& S‘f"i.c J“~or Cor\.‘..

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Biology Department
Receives Strange
Plant

A chrywmnhors Dwtlington, Ihe
queerest plant kpown 1o man, has ho
leaves: the elalk: fr2 (wisted and fun-
hel shape, small at |he boltom, nraw-
Ing targee with & rounded h re-
sembling the hcad of a cobra of the
Jungler of Judis. It iz one of the few
carnivoyaus planta knzwn to sclente.

The top of the hiod 1° brautifully
motlied be while transluzent areas
through shich the interior la Ughted.
Eoth hood and appendages dear many
honey glands, tve excrellzn (rom which
iempla bugs, ants, flien. (n (act all
¥indy «f Igaceta foward the meuth, an
orlfice on Jw ivder alde of the hood.
and lurea lhem Inalde the fuanel-like
stem from shicls (hey cannot come
beck. There ey ere abwtbed In the
digestive (liid In  the batlom of the
‘tr. Dl winter months when
Lheee nre Ro insecta, the plant mull be
frd small pleces of hamburger meal
The plant { & gift from W. C. 8trip-
ling and Company,

On Munday, Frbruary 17, & ray of
gloom was cast orer the members of
the Di:logy Department, fer the Hutle
white niouse had devoured the pretly
painied turlle thal had proved o be
of mueh Intereat to rludents and visl-
lora.

Reporters
HELEZN WILLIAMS
EDNA BROWN

PTA Holds Regular.
Meeting

PASTOR OF ALLEN CHAPEL
AM.E. CHURCIT SPEAKS

Membrrs of the pareni-teacher or-
asarizstion met In the school librery,
Priday evening. Whi thelr president,
Mrs O. C. Wililame orevding.

Ketartn Y] d fade by this
wo of Inu'nl‘4 Inrenit and rlends
to procure enoudn money with which
ta purchase a large radlo that 1s to
be used In Lhe school euditorium. Two
very fssorable reporta have come In
for thu puepose.

In tht meeting Fylday evening,
March . encouieging remarks were
tlven by Rev. A. O. Winn, pastor of
Allen Chnpel A, M E. Church on “The
Power of Oraaniration ™ How achools
have bren able In nmke worlltwhile
seecompllshment through a atroug P.T.
A, was told In sn interesting way by
the Reverend Winn  He alao pineed
quite & preminm o the value of &
course 1t Hemro Hidore, We are lisp.
ay to kiow that wnarnal faeetel I
teing manifested In Il eonrse n Ne- |
#70 _hislnry that Is now belng faught
by Muas Munchia

‘The Rev. Winn pledeed his wholes
hentied ouppori-'o the P-T. A in any
of 18 underlakings

The response to the Rev. Winn's talk
wae ghien by Printipal L M, Johnson,
who woeka untiringly ai 1. M. Terrell
Bchool for the gnod of Lbe aludenta
and communlly,

Two presidents Mva, C. T. Titsley
of James F. Uuinn Behool. and Mrs,
Rice of E. Hth 8 Bthool were wel.
comed vlsitors {n this meeting.

Dr, J. S.‘ Harri;——Plnm
Second Annual Mouth
Hygiene Contest

Dr. J. 8 Harrls, school denUst, for
tlie second eonsreulive year hus plane
ned & mouth Tlyglene contest. This
e ned when Dr. Marels vtalted
Ihe achool Thursday. Mareh 11.

‘This coulewt ta open to ¢rery mem.
Lee of 1. M. Tereell Jligh Behool
2 quite n bIt diflerent from the one
of Inst srar. Enels atudent has been
provided with & clreuisr shich tella
how Lo bruds (e teeil  Aceotding lo
(he plana each aludent % aupposed to

1|y,

LAWYERS ADDRESS
ASSEMELY GROUP

In  obervance of Negro Miatiry
Week, Mr. and Mra. H. H, Wheley,
both lawyers of Nes Yotk Clty wr:ught
tnapirational meassges concerning con-
Lemporary Negroes Lo the student didy.

To hear of accemplishmenta that are
being made (:day terves as & atimu-
lant 10 those who are aapiring to grest
helghta.

Mrs. Whaley. In a clear and impres.
sive manner alked about oulslanding
Negroes In polili«al, economical and re-
lglos fleida,

Any one who heard the't twe law-
yers should  be encouraged o starl
again with new eouenne and work un-
Ueingly untll filx gosl Is reached.

In namelnt Negroea who were making
hislory, T M, Terrelle own Ontle Sim-
mons mentlined. This ahowa thet
it one dors well what he does, the
world will Xnow him and recognise him
for hia werth,

L

DRAMATICS CLASS
PLANS 1.ACT PLAY
TOURNAMENT

The Dramatiea Clau has made plans
for Lhe i1pting scniester praject. The
class dlvided Into eight groups. has
been awsigned  one szt plars for  the
Play Tournsment shich siil be held

In April. The group presenting the
best production  will be awarded a
prize.

The {zlloning piaye sre to be pre.
rented In the tourneinent: “A  Mid-
night Pantssy;” “Orsndma pulls {he
8tring.” “Fime “My Lady Dreams™,
“The Waedding A Minurt™, Orand.
mother of Bu . AR “The Queen of
Hearla

Membera ¢f each group are very e
Lhustestie over the projeet and hi
begun rehesreals. On the elass perl
each Fyiday group rehearsals are Clven.

During Lhe past dla weeks repocts on
plays reen and read cutilde of clsss
were given, Inleresting rrports  were
made by the [olloving studenis: Peul-
hte Hmich, Earnestine 111, Rebs Mad-
dox and J:seph Powe.

For Lhis semester the olficers elected
are: .

President ...
Vize Peesident
Becrelary

. Rrba Maddor
Renee Van Zondt
. Nelite Spikes

A3 Becretary Ruth Ateasnder
Treasurer ¥reddle Young
Reporter . . Modetine Jlastl

Tryouts For Annual
Debates Are Held

VARSITY TEAM WilLl, COM-
PETE !N INTERSCHO.
LASTIC DEUATES

WMembert of the publie arcabin- rlsee
e-nlested In the anrval t "L e
Wedne'day, Thursday, »yiday }rdru-
ary 36, 11, 38 with Misa H. B Earsrey
acUng cheirman,

The prop-eition for dedbye 11 “Fe.
solved, That the Pederal Qosernment
8hot Id Control Lhe Produciion af Cni-
1:n." Thia propasiti:n 1a of vzl ‘m.
polance Lo Lth country b~
under tht AAA which I
moat cvrrert prodlems .
fronting the nstion t:

In the tryouts thoae wh: delended
the affirmatlve side of Lhe question
were Oselta Thompkina, Threa Monre
Oenve Jackson. Creacy Warthington,
Orsce Corbln, Marcle H. Talley, Rex-
s Willlame, Zdna Wagner, Doralhy

€.

Willams, Theims Thelma

gomry, Erma C, Benton, Tlia V', Wah.
Inglon, Midred Beest, O X
Moaely, Rence Van Zand! and Allee
Tandery. Those who upheld the negs-
the side were J. W, Homlll-q vl
Kellee. Zmapurl Pelerson, Tlaydsll An-
deren, Jehnnle Xillings. Mrivin Lary.
.und Rass Sianford.

! The sit glels who were it ed »s the
I bert prorpectt are Dorolhy Wi N
|Trnce Van Zondt. Allze Sarcrrs Xema
1C. Benton Thelma Jones, and Oreiln

Thomphing. The ua best bimm  nre
I'loyd-ll Andersin, J. W. Jamlilon,
1Jdohnnle Xiliings, Melvin Lo~ Eman.
utl Pelerson. and Paul Keller.

The Jndees  for the Lry ouly wrre
Msa. C. W. Jones and Mrs L. O. Phil
lips.

At p*serr® It Ian't known =ho '
represent the school In the Oltls and
Boys' dedate:  however, sex'eding lo
Mixs larvey, the delsce vn el |+ ¢
bren drlirltely dreided Lhat Rebe Msd.
don and Jonathuwn Wil wlll eom-
pafe at Pralrle View in Apell

Pyom the eight puplls N:~er Van
Zandt, Oxeite TompXins, Exrin ¢ Be---
ton, Emanmnel Peterson Milvln Ln
Alice Eanders, Fitydell Andrreon
J. W. Hamllitzn, the spenter sho prov
fo b the best fltied for the ocen lon

Businets Manaper
Publieity Manager

..... Pxul Keller
. Eamsstine 3NN

Frethma.r.x—Center Is
Established In 1. M.
Terrell School

To ald graduntes of higls rehools wha
ace al present unabie La persue further
edueation, the geserminent has  pro-
vided ochools for thieze perazna

The Firshmen Centee whieh |1 being
tondueted al ¥ M. Tereell High row
han the targest encollment of sny one
of the scho“la In the sinle.

Wiley College han direct charge ef
thia sehool

Couracy In Englisli. Orirntntion, and
mathematies are bolng oflered.

Of the el;liy-tw: stinterts slin hnee
enrolles #latyeelght  atiend reguixely.
Miss Margurite Mckee, o araduste of
Blshep Collrge sng Cllfion Hamplen,
ceadurte of Wiley College are the ef-
fielent tensheea for this group.

MARION DROOKS. Edltoe
June 38

Dr. G. T)Tv_Fl—;:mminga
Speaks To Student
Body

Duting Negro Heallh Week Dr. O 1.
Fiemings. focal dentist and member of
the Tarmnt Cruity Medical Ansolle.
llon, made a veey lielpful talk on Ovel
hvglene 1o the aludent body and fasul.

’Thc neceasity of praperly caring for
the leeth war emphssized by De Flem-
inga wha esglalied fully and elearly
the propee method of eleaniug 1hie
Leeth.

karn from memory Uie contents of
the elreular,

Dr Jtarrls. pexl Thurséay, March 19
il then distribute 2 sheel of unle

-

ferm paiwe 1o enelr enntestanl of each JLhal there il 3o feas fermentallan of | !

The rotnry method cf brushing the
teeth was stressed, for by Ita e parti-
¢les ef food ere lesy lixely (o eemaln
beiween the Leeth: hence | 1a obsdoun

#

il Robert 11
Tulws., Oklshoma and llwer flie 1oo
il compete wilh the ORlshoing ram

;Older Boys’ Conlerence
1 Convenes at Galveston

{ From different churches. elubs, mul
. olher organizalions. boys sre lo br sent
to represent Fet Worth al the Older
. Boys” Conference which conienes at
Qalveston on March 77, 28, 20 19%

Fort Woelh la trylng o send al least
(hlriy-five boys, and unless Milv num.
ber goes. the apeeis) rate thsl hns been
offered cennot be made

Boya from all over the slni~ meel Bt
an appointed place eaeh venr to dis-
cuss thelr prodlems and to discre
topics 1hat are of +ital impotiance 1o
the natlon. One of the main toples lo
be dlscunsed Is: “Mow murt 1 Faer the
World Todsy?” Mr. 8. H Fowirr. v,
teutlve secretary of the HI-Y el
han been detlling the boys very pers
Lendly on this aubject

Qiting them u belter dnnsirdre of
thta subject, Mr Yowler fcels snre that
our boys are betler prepared lo pas.
ticlpate In these discisrtomn and to
expreas themseives more eonfidrntly.

PANATHAN WALLACE

Class In Negro History

Presents Program

In & recenl assemdly the elsns Iy
Negro Hlatory presenicd & progisin
which brovght Information coucrrning
Negroen to the student boly.

+ Rente VanZandl rend o pAper on the

Alricen Philoaopher. The study of the
ftading men wan read by Marjon
Brooka; Afrlean Buperiliinns  were
1e4 he Frus © Renlon

1
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