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ABSTRACT

The Education Commission of the States has found that
urban school districts face enormous problems. This document looks at
a variety of ideas about how to re~engineer the urban school
district. These essays encourage educators and the public’to think
about the nation's urban school systems and how they might better
meet the needs of children. The following essays are included: (1)
"The New American Urban School District" (Chester E. Finm, Jr.); (2)
"The New American Urban School District: We Can Have It Now with the
Knowledge We Already Have'" (Kenneth J. Tewel); (3) "The Future of
Public School System Central Offices: Why Seek a New American School
District" (Paul T. Hill); (4) "How the State Should 'Break Up' the
Big-City District" (Ted Kolderie); (5) "Redefining the Role and
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