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OVERVIEW

This publication provides a compilation of statistical informatian covering degrees conferred in
Pennsylvania colleges and universities. In the past, these statistics have proven to be of interest and value
1o educational researchers, administrators, government officials, media representatives, business leaders,
and other interested individuals. This publication contains information on a variety of aspects of graduates
including the number of degrees conferred by institutional category, sex, race, and level of program.

The source of this data is an annual survey of Pennsylvania colleges and universities. National
data was drawn from the results of surveys conducted by the U.S. Department of Education, National
Center for Education Statistics.

in addition to the 144 colleges and universities, there were 94 private licensed schools in
Pennsylvania authorized to grant specialized associate degrees in business or technology (ASB and AST
degrees) in 1993-94. These schools conferred 9,046 specialized associate degrees which, when added to
the number of degrees from colleges and universities, would bring the total number of postsecondary

degrees conferred to 113,627.




STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS

1993-94
DEGREES
CONFERRED %

B 0 1 1\ 104,581 100.0
Associate Degrees ... 15,351 14.7
Bachelor'sDegrees .. .........cooiiiiieinn, 64,269 615
First-Professional Degrees ..............ccovvieininnnn. 3,783 36
Master's Degrees . . . ...t 18,931 18.1
Doctor's Degrees .. ...t _ 2,247 21
Malo .. e e e 47,561 455
FOMAIE . . oottt 57,020 545
American Indian/Alaskan Native ........................ 155 0.2
Asian/Pacific Islander ...................... e 3,179 3.0
Black (Non-Hispanic) ..............ccoiiiiiii et 5,016 48
HISPANIC ..\ttt 1,279 1.2
White (Non-Hispanic) .............coeeiiiiiiieen. 90,678 86.7
Nonresident Alien . ...t 4274 4.1

;




..the number of degrees conferred increased 15.6% since 1984-85...

FIGURE 1

DEGREES CONFERRED BY LEVEL OF PROGRAM
1984-85 AND 1993-94

20,000

10,000 ]

First-Professional

The number of degrees conferred in 1993-94 showed a 0.9% increase over 1992-93. Over the last
10 years, the largest percentage increase was at the master's level (41 5), followed by doctor's (21.4),
bachelor's (12.7), associate (5.0), and first-professional (1.8).




..the humber of fomale enroliments and graduates increased significantly since 1984-85...

FIGURE 2

ENROLLMENTS AND.DEGREES CONFERRED RBY SEX
1984-85 AND 1993-94

175,562

2 ’ . g g
Part-Time Enroliments Part-Time Enroliments
Full-Time Enroliments  Degrees Conferrad Full-Time Enrolimants  Degrees Conferred
Male Female

In 1984-85, females comprised 51.2% of the total enroliments and 50.6% of the graduates, while
the majority of full-time enrollees were males. Between 1984-85 and 1993-94, the number of females
enrolled fuil-time and part-time increased 17.5% and 24.9%, respectively, while the number of females

earning degrees increased 24.7%. In 1993-94, females accounted for 54.7% of the college enrollments
and 54.5% of the graduates.
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...private two-year colleges had the highest parcentage of female graduates...

TABLE 1
DEGREES CONFERRED BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND SEX
1993-94 '
MALES FEMALES
TOTAL
Number % Number %
TOTAL 104,581 47,561 455 57,020 545
State Universities 19,925 7,919 39.7 12,006 60.3
State-Related Comm. Universities 27,021 14,120 52.3 12,901 477
Community Colleges 10,034 3,462 345 6,572 65.5
Private State-Aided Institutions 10,218 5,638 55.2 4,581 448
Private Colleges and Universities 35,836 15,715 439 20,121 56.1
Theological Seminaries 529 386 - 73.0 143 27.0
Private Two-Year Colleges 917 232 25.3 685 747
State School of Technology 100 89 89.0 - 11 11.0 I

Degrees awarded to females increased 1.2% over 1992-93, while the increase for males was
0.6%. The institutional categories where females received more than 50% of the degrees conferred were:
private two-year colleges (74.7%); community colleges (65.5%); state universities (60.3%); and private

colleges and universities (56.1%).

Over the last ten years, growth in the proportion of female graduates ranged from 1.8 percentage
points at private state-aided institutions to 5.9 percentage points at community colleges. However, the
percentage of females earning degrees at private two-year colleges dropped 1.2 percentage points.

Act 211 of 1990 authorized the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology to grant associate
degrees. in 1990-91, one percent of the graduates at that school were females, compared to 11% in

1993-94.
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...Asian/Pacific Islander graduates had the largest percentage increase since 1984-85...

TABLE 3

DEGREES CONFERRED BY RACE
1984-85 AND 1993-94

1984-85 1993-94 % CHANGE
TOTAL 90,437 104,581 15.6
American Indian/Alaskan Native 120 165 29.2
Asian/Pacific Islander 1,268 3179 1507,
Black {Non-Hispanic) - 4,094 5,016 225
Hispanic 743 1,279 721
White (Non-Hispanic) 81,825 90,678 10.8
Nonresident Alien 2,387 4,274 791

Since 1984-85, minority graduates (American Indian/Alaskan Natives, Asian/Pacific Islanders,
blacks, and Hispanics) as a whole increased 54.7%. Nonminorities and nonresident aliens increased
10.8% and 79.1% respectively. These increases were reflective of the racial/ethnic enroliment picture.
Between 1984-85 and 1993-94, minority enroliment increased 43.4%; non-minority, 8.1%; and nonresident
alien, 76.9%.




...minorities represanted over 9% of the graduates in 1993-94...

TABLE 4
DEGREES CONFERRED BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND RACE
1993-94
NONRESIDENT
TOTAL NONMINORITY MINORITY ALIEN

% % %
TOTAL 104,581 86.7 9.2 4.1
State Universities 19,925 91.6 56 2.8
State-Related Comm. Universities 27,021 84.1 11.0 49
Community Colleges 10,034 89.8 10.1 0.1
Private State-Aided Institutions 10,219 71.2 17.0 11.8
Private Colleges and Universities 35,836 89.9 741 3.0
Theological Seminaries 529 741 16.8 9.1
Private Two-Year Colleges 917 78.8 16.5 47
State School of Technology 100 85.0 15.0 0.0

The percentage of minority graduates in 1993-94 was 9.2, up from 8.7 in 1992-93. In 1993-94, the
minority percentages were: black, 4.8; Asian/Pacific Islander, 3.0; Hispanic, 1.2; and American
Indian/Alaskan Native, 0.2.

Nonresident aliens represented 4.1% of the total degrees conferred. Private state-aided institutions
had the highest percentage of nonresident aliens.




...increases in the number of females graduating at both the bachelor's and advanced degree leveis
in Pennsylvania paralieled growth at the national level...

TABLE 5
BACHELOR'S AND ADVANCED DEGREES CONFERRED BY SEX
UNITED STATES AND PENNSYLVANIA
1982-83 AND 1991-92
TOTAL TOTAL MALE FEMALE
us. PA us. PA us. PA
% % % %
TOTAL

1982-83 1,365,342 76,145 51.1 51.2 489 488

1991-92 1,604,196 86,793 47.0 474 53.0 526
Bachelor's Degrees

1982-83 969,510 57,231 494 49.6 506 504

1991-92 1,136,553 64,094 458 46.2 542 538
First-Professional Degrees

1982-83 73,136 3,740 70.2 69.3 298 307

1991-92 74,146 3,599 60.8 60.0 39.2 400
Master's Degrees

1982-83 289,921 13,411 499 51.2 50.1 488

1991-92 : 352,838 16,899 459 471 541 52.9
Doctor's Degrees

1982-83 32,775 1,763 66.8 63.5 332 365

1991-92 40,659 2,201 62.9 62.2 37.1 37.8

The number of females receiving bachelor's and advanced degrees in Pennsylvania increased
22.9% since 1982-83, compared to a 27.3% increase at the national level. At both the state and national
level in 1991-92, females earned over one-half of all bachelor's and master's degrees and more than
one-third of all first-professional and doctor's degrees.
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APPENDIX C
GLOSSARY

ASSOCIATE DEGREE - A degree based on at least two but less than four years of full-time college work.
BACHELOR'S DEGREE - A degree requiring four or five years of full-time college work.

DOCTOR'S DEGREE - A degree normally based on at least three years of graduate work beyond the
bachelor's degree, usually granted as a Ph.D. in any field or, Dogtor of Education, Doctor of
Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, etc.

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE - A degree based-on at least six years of college work, usually granted

in Dentistry, Law, Medicine, Theology, etc. It signifies completion of the academic requirements to
begin practice in the profession.

MASTER'S DEGREE - A degree customarily based on at least one but not more than two full-time
academic years of work beyond the bachelor's degree.

MINORITY - For this publication, a person identified as belonging to any of the following classifications:
Black (Non-Hispanic); American Indian/Alaskan Native; Asian/Pacific Islander; or Hispanic.

PROGRAM - A combination of courses and related activities organized for the attainment of broad
educational objectives described by the institution.

RACIAL/ETHNIC AND OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORIES OF PERSONS

RACIAL/ETHNIC CATEGORIES - Categories used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify
with, or belong in the eyes of the community. These categories do not denote scientific definitions of
anthropological origins. However, no person may be counted in more than one racial/ethnic category.
Racial/ethnic designations are requested only for United States citizens and for resident aliens (persons
who have been lawfully admitted for permanent residence and who hold alien registration receipt cards
(Form 1-551/155)).

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of
North America, and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or
community recognition.

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER - A'person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. This includes people from
China, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, Samoa, India, and Vietnam.

BLACK (NON-HISPANIC) - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa
(except those of Hispanic origin).

HISPANIC - A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or other
Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

WHITE (NON-HISPANIC) - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North
Africa, or the Middle East (except those of Hispanic origin).
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OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORY -

NONRESIDENT ALIEN - A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in
this country on a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to remain indefinitely.
Nonresident aliens are reported separately rather than in any of the five racial/ethnic
categories described above.
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APPENDIX D
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