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ABSTRACT

SOCRATES is the European Community's new education
program for the member states of the European Union (EU) (Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Pcrtugal, Spain, Sweden and the United
Kingdom) and the European Economic Area (EU plus Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway). Its aims are to contribute to the
development of quality education and training and to create of an
open European area for cooperation in education. Its specific
objectives, which include encouraging open and distance education,
are addressed through its three parts: (1) Chapter 1--ERASMUS, the
higher education component; (2) Chapter II--COMENIUS, the school
education section; and (3) Chapter III-—the Horizontal Measures
initiatives. The ERASMUS component promotes the European dimension in
universities through transnational cooperation and encourages student
mobility among the member states. The COMENIUS component promotes
partnership between schools, focuses on the education of migrant and
transient students, and works for professional staff development.
Horizontal measures promote a variety of transnational efforts to
promote language skills in the European Community, open and distance
learning, and the exchange of information and experience. (SLD)
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EPIC Europe

SOCRATES

Aim
SOCRATES is the European Community’s new education programme for the Member States of the
European Union (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg,

the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom) and the European Economic Area

(EU plus Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway). Itsaim, inline with Article 126 of the Treaty of Maastricut,
isto
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contribute to the development of quality education and training and the creation of an
open European area for co-operation in education.

Through the programme, the European Commission will support and supplement the actions of Member
States while respecting their individual responsibility for the content of teaching. the organisatior.of their
education systemsand their cultural and linguistic diversity. The programme has nine specific objectives:

1) to develop a European dimension in education at all levels;

i)  to promote knowledge of the languages of the European Union (EU) and the European
Economic Area (EEA);

i)  to promote co-operation between institutions at all levels of education;

iv)  to encourage teacher mobility;

v)  toencourage higher education student mobility;

vi)  to encourage contacts among school pupils in the EU and the EEA;

vil) toencouragethe academicrecognition of periods of study. diplomas and other qualifications;

viii) to encourage open and distance education.

ix)  to foster the exchange of information and experience.

Structure
The SOCRATES programme is divided into three parts:

1) Chapter 1 - Higher Education (ERASMUS) (at least 55 per cent of the budget)
if) Chapter II - School Education (C OMENIUS) (at least 10 per cent of the budget)
iy  Chapter III - Horizontal Measures (at least 25 per cent of the budget)

The European Union is advised by the SOCRATES Committee, comprising two members from each
Member State. The Committee meets twice yearly and is chaired by the Commission. Two sub-
committees deal with higher education and school education respectively. Working groups will be
established as required. A joint working group for language learning with the LEONARDO DA VINC]
programme is envisaged.

At national level. each Member State appoints its own national agencies to manage specific elements of
the Programme.
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Allexisting activities under t:e inter-university co-operation programmes (ICPs), ERASMUS and

Chapter I - Higher Educaticn (ERASMUS) . i
LINGUA (Action II) have been incorporated into this Chapter. 3

Actionl Promoting the European dimensionin universities through
transnational co-operation, especially the development of ICPs

Activities financed under ICPs

) study periods abroad;

i)  promotionofthe Europeancredit transfer system;

i)  jointdevelopmentofcurricula;

iv)  mobilityofteachingstaff;and

v)  shortintensive courses for students from several Member States.
'Activities outside ICPs include study visits for:

)  teachingstaff,

i)  administrativestaff;and

i)  incertaincasesonly,students.

Other eligible activities

)  incorporationofcurriculummaterial which promotesthe Europeandimension(including
distance education),

i)  thelearningofEUand EEA languagesasanintegral partofstudies;
i)  jointventuresamonggroupsofuniversities co-operating withcommunity groups or panners
fromindustry.
Action2  Encouraging student mobility and financing ERASMUS grarts

Grants are available for students studying in another Member State for aperiod of between three months
(oroneterm)and one academic year. Priority will be giventostudents wh > follow courses in activities
supported underthetermsof Action 1.

Existing ERASMUS procedures will apply in 1995.

Furtherinformation and how toapply:
Action]  EuropeanCommission
~ Action2  UKERASMUS Student Grants Council




Chapter II - School Education (COMENIUS)

Actionl Partnerships betweenschcols

Partnerships between groups ofat least three schools from three Member States, knownas multilateral
schools partnerships (MSPs), are eligible to apply for funding. The partnerships must be builtaround
a European Education Project (EEP) whichaims todevelop one or more subjects of European interest
througheducationalactivities, suchas:

)] pupil participationincross-curricular projects;

i)  increasing pupil awareness of the languages and cultures of the EU and the European
Economic Area(EEA);

i)  innovatoryuseofinformationtechnology;and

iv)  exchangeof materials and experience of innovatory teaching methods.

Theseactivities must be integrated into the normal work of the school.

In 1995-6, this action envisages: 500partnerships involving some 2000 schools, 800 teacher exchanges
(TEX). 1000 preparatory visitsand 500 study visits for head teachers.

Action2 Educationof thechildren of migrant workers, occupational
travellers, travellers and gypsies, intercultural education

This supports projects which promote the participation in schooling and the improved quality of
education for the children inthe above groups. Italsosupports measures aimed at promoting intercultural
education forallschool children. This Action is notcurrently open to unsolicited applications.

Action3  Updating the skills of educational staff

Institutions and organisations responsible forupdatingand improving the skillsof educational staffmay
apply for support for transnational projects which promote:

) the exchange of informationand experience concerned withadding a Europeandimension
tothe continuing professional development ofteachers;

i) raisinglevelsofschoolachievementand participation inschool activities of pupils with
specific educational needs anid capacities;

ii)  thedevslopmentofpartnershipsrelatingto this Action.

From 1996-97, funds will also be provided to allow staffto attend seminarsor participate inactivities
organised jointly by the institutions ororganisations concerned.

Furtherinformation and how toapply:
Action]  Central Bureau, International Dimension Programmes
Action2  Department for Education, School Pupils and Parents Branch
Action3  Central Bureau, Professional Development Programmes




Chapter II1 - HORIZONTAL MEASURES

Ahorizontal measure is one whichsupplements the Actionsof Chapters Iand II. Thehorizontal measures
inthis Chapter applytoall levels of education.

Actionl Promotionoflanguage skillsin the Community (LINGUA)

Actions 1A, 1B, IV and VB of the former LINGUA programme are included in this SOCRATES

Action. Existing procedures have been extended, withsome minor modifications, toavoid interruptions
to the 1995 programme.

This Action supports transnational projects involving the followingactivities, with priority giventothe
least widely used and least taught languages

ActionA  development of European Co-operation Programmes (ECPs) by institutions
responsible for the initial or continuing training of language teachers, to update,
reinforce and expand language and teaching skills. From 1996-97 initial teacher
training willalsobe included;

ActionB  immersioncoursesabroad forlanguageteachers;
ActionC assistantships abroad for future language teachers;

ActionD developmentandexchangeofcurricula, production of new teaching material and
improvement of methods and tools for the recognition of linguistic experience;

ActionE  jointeducational projects for pupils.

Action2 Promotionof open and distancelearning (ODL)
This Action supports transnational projects whichaimto:

i) facilitate co-operation between organisations and institutions based on the exchange of
informationand experience;

i)  enhancetheskillsofteachers, trainers and managersinthe techniques of openand distance
leaming;

il)  improvethequality anduser-friendliness of distanceeducationproducts; and

iv)  encouragetherecognitionofqualifications obtained through openanddistance learning.

Action3 Promotion of exchange ofinformation and experience

This Action has strands related to the exchange of information and experience by the European
Commissionandexisting netvvorks:

i)  theEuropeanCommissionwillencouragecomparativestudiesandanalyses, the organisation
of conferences and the exchange of experts, on issues of common interest to Member
States. Priority will be givento the problems of children leaving the educational system
without adequate preparationand themethods for evaluating teaching quality;




i)  the EURYDICE network providesinformation, primarily forsenior policy makers, on
educational sys«ems and policy, reforms and innovation and the results of research in
education. EURYDICE will alsobe involved inactivities relating topoint (i) above;

i)  the ARION programme organises study visits onsetthemes, by education policy makers
and senior educationiste likely tohave amultiplier effect, from different Member States;

iv)  theNARIC (National Academic Recognition Information Centre)network whichprovides
information onacademic qualifications will continue tobe supported along existing lines.

v-a) promotionofthe Europeandimensioninadulteducationthrough Adult Education Projects
(AEPs). An AEP must involve institutions from at least three Member States offering
general, social and cultural education to aduits;

v-b) complementarymeasuresincludingawarenessraisingand promotional activities.

Further information and how toapply:
Action!  Central Bureau, UK LINGUA Unit
Action2  Department for Education, European Union Policy Team
Action3 EURYDICE
Central Bureau, ARION
NARIC, British Council
DFE, European Union Policy Team (Adulteducation)




AEP

ARION

CB

COMENIUS

EC
ECPs

EEA

EEP

ERASMUS

EURYDIC
ICP

LEONARDODA

VINCI
LINGUA

LWULT

MSP

NARIC
ODL
SOCRATES
TEX

ACRONYMS

Adult Education Project - transnational project involving institutions from three
Member States offering general, social and cultural education foradults.

EU programme of multilateral study visits for education policy makers, co-

ordinators of European projects and senioreducationists likely tohave a
multipliereffect.

The Central Bureau for Educational Visitsand Exchanges.
EU programme tosupport activities involving school education.
European Community; sometimes European Commission

EuropeanCo-operation Programmes for thejoint designandcreation of mnovatory
training schemes and teaching materials.

European Economic Area (i.e. the 15 EU Member States plus Iceland.
Liechtenstein, Norway).

European Education Project - aims to develop one ormore subjects of European
interest through a set of educational activities and measures . ntegrated into the
regularactivities of the schools.

EU programme in the field of highereducation.

European Union. Currently 15 members: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Spain, Swedenand the United Kingdom

EU/EEA educationpolicy informationnetwork

Inter-university Cooperation Project.

EU programme inthe fieldof vocational training.

EU programme to promote knowledge of the languages used in the EU and the
EEA.

Least widely used and least taught languages of the European Union such as
Letzeburgesch, Portuguese and Greek.

Multilateral Schools Partnerships - partnerships between groups of at least three
schools from at least three Member States.

National Academic Recognition Information Centre.
Openand Distance Learning.
EU umbrella programme in the fieldofeducation.

EU teacherexchange scheme.




ADDRESSES

Central Bureau for Educational Visits
and Exchanges '

Seymour Mews House

Seymour Mews

London W1H9PE

Tel: 01714865101

ARION
Tel: 01717259455

International Dimension Programmes
Tel: 0171 7259477/9431

Professional Development Programmes
Tel: 0171 7259473

UK i INGUA Unit
Tel: 0,71 7259493

Department for Education
EU Policy Team

Sanctuary Buildings
LondonSWI1P3BT

Tel: 01719256051
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UK ERASMUS Student Grants Council
University of Kent at Canterbury

Kent CT2 7PD

Tel: 0122776212

UKNARIC
Education Department,
BritishCouncil
Medlock Street
ManchesterM154PR
Tel: 0161957 7000

EURYDICE
NFER

The Mere
UptonPark
Slough

SL12DQ )
Tel: 01753574123

Commission of the European Communities
Head of Representation in the UK
JeanMonnet House

8 Storey's Gate

LondonSWI1P3AT

Tel: 0171973 1992
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'EUROFOCUS

EUROFOCUS is anew series of occasional briefing papers on developments within the field of

education in one or more European countries, including the UK. Other titles available in this series
are:

¢  EUROFOCUS 1: Higher Education Reform in the United
Kingfiom (December1993)

¢  EUROFOCUS 3: Further Education Reform in England and
Wales ( April 1994) '

o EUROFOCUS 4: Teaching Assistants in Europe (June 1994)

o  EUROFOCUS 5: Higher Education Finance in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland 1994-95 (January1995)

Copies ofthe above are available, priced £1.25 each *, from:
EPIC Europe
NFER
TheMere
Upton Park
SloughSL12DQ

Remittance with order only. Please make cheques payable to NFER.

*More than 10 copies of any EUROFOCUS, £1.00 each

EPIC Europeis the link for England, Wales and Northern ireland to EURYDICE,
the official EC education policy information network and is based at
the National Foundation for Educational Research in England and Wales

Registerad Office: The Mere. Upon Park, Siough, Berkshire SL1 2DQ, England.
Registered in England with Liability limited by guarantee under No. 900899 Charity No: 313392




