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Readiness of Dade County High School Graduates for College

Introduction

Trends in the
Performance of

DCPS Graduates

This report continues to monitor the preparedness of Dade County Public School (DCPS)
graduates for Florida's Community Colleges and Universities. Data are based on the
Basic Skills Tests taken by all first-time-in-college (FTIC) students attending Florida's
Community Colleges and Universities during the academicyears 1991-92 and 1992-93.

The number of DCPS graduates with standard diplomas increased from 13,895 in 1991-
92 to 14,107 in 1992-93 -- an increase of 212 graduates or 1.5%. At the same time, the
number of DCPS graduates attending Florida's Public Community Colleges and
Universities increased from 7,359 in 1991-92 to 7,595 in 1992-93 -- an increase of 236
graduates or 3.2%. Therefore, the Public Community Colleges and Universities in Florida
gained ground in the recruitment of DCPS graduates in 1992-93, as the college-going
rate among DCPS graduates increased from 53% in 1991-92 to 54% in 1992-93.

The main questions to be examined in this report are: (i) how are Dade County Public
School graduates performing over time? (ii) how do Dade County Public School
graduates compare with their counterparts in the tri-county area? (iii) how do Dade
County Public School graduates attending Miami-Dade Community College compare with
those attending other Florida Community Colleges and Universitie,? and (iv) are there
any differences in the performance of Dade County Public School graduates byrace and
ethnicity?

Table 1 provides data on the performance of DCPS graduates on the Basic Skills Tests
taken in 1991 and 1992. The proportion of test-takers passing all three subjects
decreased from 42.5% in 1991 to 39.4% in 1992, while the number of students not
ready in all three subjects increased from 4,097 in 1991 to 4,488 in 1992 -- an increase
of 391 students or 9.5%.

The DCPS pass rate in Math stayed essentially the same: 57.8% in 1991 and 58.1% in
1992. At the same time, the pass rates in Reading and Writing declined, while the
number of students not ready increased. The pass rate in Reading declined from 63.1%
in 1991 to 57.6% in 1992, while the number of students not ready increased by 509.
In Writing, the pass rate declined from 67.4% in 1991 to 62.8% in 1992, while the
number of students not ready increased by 432. These increases in the number of DCPS
graduates not ready for college imply increasing expenditureson remedial courses at the
colleges and universities which they attend.

THIS INFORMATION CAPSULE IS A BRIEF, COMPLETE REPORT
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The Performance of
High School

Graduates From the
Tri-County Area

Table 1 also provides data on the relative performance of graduates from Dade,Broward, and Palm Beach County, and the rest of the State of Florida. In each of thecategories examined, pass rates for DCPS graduates were worse than their counterpartsin Broward and Palm Beach County, and in the rest of the State of Florida. In both1991. and 1992, graduates from Palm Beach County recorded the highest pass ratesoverall and in Math (67.8% and 80.5%, respectively, in 1992), while the graduates fromBroward County recorded the highest pass rates in Writing and Reading ( 86.0% and84.6%, respectively, in 1992).

The Performance of Table 2 provides data on the relative performance of DCPS graduates attending Miami-DCPS Graduates Dade Community College and other public community colleges and universities inAttending M-DCC Florida. In both 1991 and 1992, approximately 76% of the FTIC students from DCPSVersus Other attended M-DCC, 4% attended other public community colleges and 20% attendedColleges and public universities. Of those attending community colleges other than M-DCC in 1992,Universities in the highest proportion went to Broward C.C. (2.6%), while the highest proportionFlorida attending the public universities went to Florida International University (7.7%) and theUniversity of Florida (5.5%). In general, the pass rates for DCPS students attending thepublic community colleges were lower than those attending the public universities,except for Florida A&.M University. This suggests that the better prepared DCPSstudents were attending the public universities.

Among the community colleges, the pass rates for DCPS graduates attending M-DCCwere generally lower than those attending Broward C.C. and othercommunity colleges.In 1992, the pass rates overall for DCPS graduates were 27.3% for those attendingM-DCC, 38.5% for those attending Broward C.C., and 28 S% for those attending othercommunity colleges. Corresponding pass rates for the publicuniversities (except FAMU)ranged from approximately 82% for Florida International University and the Universityof South Florida, to 96% for Florida State University. The pass rate for FAMU was57.1%.

In 1992, the number of DCPS graduates attending M-DCC who were not ready increasedby 113 in Math, 416 in Writing, 453 in Reading, and 346 in all subjects. The numberof courses required to complete college preparatory Math, Writing, and Reading atM-DCC range from one to two (4-credit) courses in each subject. Given the institutionalcost per credit hour for college prep courses of $57.10 in 1993,1 it is estimated that theunderprepared FTIC graduates from DCPS alone would add between $224,289 and$448,578 to the cost of education at M-DCC during the 1992-93 and subsequentacademic years.

The Performance of Table 3 provides data on the relative performance of graduates from Dade County andDCPS Graduates by the rest of the State ofFlorida by race and ethnicity. In 1991 and 1992, DCPS providedRace/Ethnicity approximately 30% of the Black non-Hispanic graduates attending the public collegesand universities in Florida, 69% of the Hispanic graduates, 7% of the White non-Hispanic graduates, and 16% of the Asian graduates. In each of the four majorracial/ethnic groups -- Black non-Hispanic, White non-Hispanic, Hispanic, and Asian --DCPS graduates generally performed worse than their counterparts in the rest of theState of Florida. Also, the pass rates in Math, Reading, Writing and all subjects weregenerally lower among Black and Hispanic graduates, and higher among White andAsian graduates.

Herman I. Brann:ab

A1194103

In 1992, for example, 64.8% of the White graduates from DCPS and 68.7% of thosefrom the rest of the State were ready in all subjects; 53.4% of the Asian graduates fromDCPS and 67.6% of those from the rest of the State were ready in all subjects; 36.7%of the Hispanic graduates from DCPS and 58.2% of those from the rest of the State wereready in all subjects; and 24.2% of the Black graduates from DCPS and 40.3% of thosefrom the rest of the State were ready in all subjects.

4
'Using the full cost of instruction from M-DCC's State Cost Analysis Report.



Table 1

Readiness for College Based on Entry-Level Placement Tests Taken in
1991-92 and 1992-93 by Students Who Graduated from Public Schools in

Broward, Dade, and Palm Beach County
Public Schools

Dade Cot
1992-931991-92

Number of FTIC Students 7,359 7,595
Number Tested 7,121 7,406
Change in Number Tested 285

Mathematics
Number Ready 4,118 4,304
Percent Ready* 57.8% 58.1%
Number Not Ready 3,003 3,102
Change in Number Not Ready 99

Writing
Number Ready 4,797 4,650
Percent Ready* 67.4% 62.8%
Number Not Ready 2,324 2,756
Change in Number Not Ready 432

Reading
Number Ready 4,490 4,266
Percent Ready* 63.1% 57.6%
Number Not Ready 2,631 3,140
Change in Number Not Ready 509

All Subjects
Number Ready 3,024 2,918
Percent Ready* 42.5% 39.4%
Number Not Ready 4,097 4,488
Change in Number Not Ready 391
*Refers to percent of test takers.

Broward Palm Beach
County County Rest of State

1991-92 1992-93 1991-92 1992-93 1991-92 1992-93
3,539 3,447 1,917 2,132 23,088 22,580
3,357 3,270 1,891 2,107 22,101 21,897

(87) 216 (204)

2,437 2,376 1,456 1,696 16,726 16,140
72.6% 72.7% 77.0% 80.5% 75.7% 73.7%

920 894 435 411 5,376 5,757
(26) (24) 381

2,946
87.8%

411

2,811
86.0%

459
48

1,584
83.8%

307

1,716
81.4%

391
84

17,804
80.6%
4,298

17,693
80.8%
4,204

(94)

2,920 2,767 1,598 1,720 18,445 18,119
87.0% 84.6% 84 5% 81.6% 83.5% 82.7%

437 503 293 387 3,657 3,778
66 94 121

2,224 2,097 1,286 1,429 14,153 13,803
66.2% 64.15S 68.0% 67.8% 64.0% 63.0%
1,133 1,173 605 678 7,949 8,094

40 73 145

Note: Some community colleges had incomplete entry-level test data.

Source: Readiness for College. A Postsecondary Feedback Report to Florida Public High Schools and School Districts,1991-92 and 1992-93. Office of Postsecondary Education Coordination, Florida Department of Education.



T
ab

le
 2

R
ea

di
ne

ss
 fa

r 
C

ol
le

ge
 B

au
d 

en
 E

nt
ry

-L
ev

el
 P

la
ce

m
en

t T
es

ts
 T

al
m

o 
in

 1
99

1.
92

 a
nd

 1
99

2.
93

by

D
ad

e 
C

ou
nt

y 
P

ub
lic

 S
ch

ee
l S

tu
de

nt
s 

at
 S

el
ec

te
d 

C
ol

le
ge

s 
an

d 
U

ni
ve

rs
iti

es
 in

 F
lo

riJ
a

S
el

ec
te

d 
C

on
so

ls
 e

nd
 U

ni
ve

rs
iti

es
 in

 F
lo

rid
a

T
ot

al

M
ia

m
i-D

ad
e

C
om

m
un

ity
C

el
le

 e
B

rs
i

ev
ira

rm

d

C
em

m
ul

ity

O
th

er

C
om

m
un

ity
C

dl
oo

es
F

IU
O

F
F

S
U

F
A

M
U

O
th

er

U
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

19
91

.9
2

19
92

.9
3

19
91

.9
2

19
92

.9
3

19
91

-9
2

19
92

.9
3

19
81

 -
92

19
92

.9
3

19
91

.9
2

18
92

-9
3

19
91

.9
2

19
92

-9
3

19
91

.9
2

19
92

.9
3

19
91

.9
2

19
92

-9
3

19
91

.9
2

19
92

.9
3

N
um

be
r 

of
 D

ad
e 

F
T

IC
 S

ta
in

er
s

5,
81

7
5,

77
7

19
4

19
6

12
1

13
5

62
3

59
3

39
1

41
4

22
5

22
8

15
4

98
13

4
16

4
7,

35
9

7,
59

6
P

er
ce

nt
 o

f D
ad

e 
F

T
IC

 S
tu

de
nt

s
78

.3
%

78
.1

%
2.

6%
2.

8%
1.

6%
1.

8%
7.

1%
7.

7%
.5

.3
%

5.
5%

3.
1%

3.
0%

2.
1%

1.
3%

1.
8%

2.
2%

10
0.

0%
10

0.
0%

N
um

be
r 

T
es

te
d

6,
40

7
5,

62
2

17
5

17
4

11
2

12
3

62
3

58
3

39
1

41
4

22
5

22
8

15
4

98
13

4
16

4
7,

12
1

7,
40

6
C

lu
in

g.
 in

 N
um

be
r 

T
es

te
d

21
6

(1
)

11
80

23
3

(6
8)

30
28

5

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s

N
um

be
r 

R
ea

dy
2,

64
5

2,
74

7
82

89
47

71
51

2
54

2
38

0
40

4
21

5
22

3
10

9
76

11
8

15
2

4,
11

0
4,

30
4

P
er

ce
nt

 R
ea

dy
48

.9
%

48
.9

%
48

.9
%

51
.1

%
42

.0
%

57
.7

%
97

.9
%

93
.0

%
97

.2
%

97
.6

%
95

.8
%

97
.8

%
70

.8
%

77
.6

%
88

.1
%

92
.7

%
57

.8
%

68
.1

%
N

um
be

r 
N

ot
 R

ea
dy

2,
76

2
2,

87
6

93
85

85
52

11
41

11
10

10
5

4E
1

22
16

12
3,

00
3

3,
10

2
C

ha
ng

e 
in

 N
um

be
r 

N
ot

 R
ea

dy
11

3
(8

)
(1

3)
30

(1
)

(5
)

(2
3)

(4
)

99

W
rit

in
g

N
um

be
r 

R
ea

dy
3,

27
0

3,
06

9
13

5
12

4
62

82
51

0
53

4
38

2
40

6
21

8
22

4
89

75
13

1
15

6
4,

79
7

4,
65

0
P

er
ce

nt
 H

ea
ly

60
.5

%
54

.6
%

77
.1

%
71

.3
%

55
.4

%
50

.4
%

97
.5

%
81

.6
%

97
.7

%
98

.1
%

98
.9

%
98

.2
%

57
.8

%
76

.5
%

97
.8

%
85

.1
%

67
.4

%
62

.8
%

N
um

be
r 

N
ot

 R
ea

dy
2,

13
7

2,
55

3
40

60
50

61
13

49
9

8
7

4
65

23
3

8
2,

32
4

2,
76

6
C

ha
ng

e 
in

 N
um

be
r 

N
ot

 R
ea

dy
41

6
10

11
36

(1
)

(3
)

(4
2)

5
43

2

('r
ad

ia
l

N
um

be
r 

R
ea

dy
2,

94
8

2,
70

8
12

5
12

1
69

67
52

1
52

2
38

2
40

2
21

5
22

4
10

1
74

13
1

14
8

4,
49

0
4,

26
8

P
er

ce
nt

 R
ea

dy
54

.5
%

48
.2

%
71

.4
%

89
.5

%
61

.6
%

54
.5

%
99

.6
%

89
.5

%
97

.7
%

97
.1

%
95

.6
%

98
.2

%
65

.8
%

75
.5

%
97

.8
%

90
.2

%
63

.1
%

57
.6

%
N

um
be

r 
N

ot
 R

ee
dy

2,
48

1
2,

91
4

50
63

43
19

0
2

61
9

-1
2

10
4

53
24

3
18

2,
63

1
3,

14
0

C
ha

ng
e 

in
 N

um
be

r 
N

ot
 R

ea
dy

45
3

3
(2

33
)

59
3

(6
)

(2
9)

13
50

9

A
ll 

S
ub

je
ct

s
N

um
be

r 
R

ea
dy

1,
66

8
1,

53
7

64
67

31
35

49
9

47
8

36
8

38
9

20
6

21
8

64
56

12
4

13
8

3,
02

4
2,

91
8

P
er

ce
nt

 R
ee

dy
30

.8
%

27
.3

%
36

.6
%

38
.5

%
27

.7
%

28
.5

%
85

.5
%

82
.0

%
94

.1
%

94
.0

%
91

.6
%

95
.6

%
41

.6
%

57
.1

%
92

.5
%

84
.1

%
42

.5
%

39
.4

%
N

um
be

r 
N

ot
 R

ea
dy

3,
73

9
4,

08
5

11
1

10
7

81
88

24
10

5
23

25
19

10
90

42
10

26
4,

09
7

4,
49

8
C

ha
ng

e 
in

 N
um

be
r 

N
ot

 R
ea

dy
34

6
(4

)
7

81
2

(9
)

(4
8)

16
39

1
R

ef
er

s 
to

 th
e 

pe
rc

en
t o

f t
ea

t t
ak

er
s.

N
ot

e:
 S

om
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 c

ol
le

ge
s 

ba
d 

in
co

m
pl

et
e 

en
tr

y-
le

ve
l t

es
t d

at
a.

S
ou

rc
e:

 R
ea

di
ne

ss
 fo

r 
C

ol
le

ge
. A

 P
os

ts
ec

on
da

ry
 F

e.
..d

ba
k 

R
ep

or
t t

o 
F

lo
rid

a 
P

ub
lic

 H
ig

h 
S

ch
oo

ls
 a

nd
 S

ch
oo

l
D

is
tr

ic
ts

,
19

91
.9

2 
en

d 
19

92
-9

3.
 O

ffi
ce

 o
f P

os
ts

ec
on

da
ry

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
C

oo
rd

in
at

io
n,

 F
lo

rid
a 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
du

ca
tio

n.

A
11

94
02

8.
11

1



T
ab

le
 3

R
ea

di
ne

ss
 fo

r 
C

ol
le

ge
 B

as
ed

 o
n 

E
nt

ry
-L

ev
el

 P
la

ce
m

en
t T

es
t T

ak
en

in

19
91

.9
2 

an
d 

19
92

.9
3 

by
 E

th
ni

ci
ty

 o
f S

tu
de

nt
s 

W
ho

 G
ra

du
at

ed
 F

ro
m

Pu
bl

ic
 S

oh
o 

,I
s 

in
D

ad
e 

C
ou

nt
y 

an
d 

th
e 

R
es

t o
f t

he
 S

ta
te

 o
f F

lo
rid

a

N
o.

 o
f 

FT
IC

 S
tu

de
nt

s

N
um

be
r 

T
es

te
d

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
(N

o.
 R

ea
dy

)

M
at

he
m

at
ic

al
%

 R
ea

dy
)'

W
ri

tin
g 

(N
o.

 R
ea

dy
)

W
ri

tin
g 

(%
 B

ra
dy

)

R
es

tin
g 

(N
o.

 R
ea

dy
)

R
ea

di
ng

 1
%

 R
ud

y)

A
N

 S
ub

je
ct

s 
(N

o.
 R

ea
dy

)

A
N

 S
ub

je
ct

s 
(%

 R
ea

dy
)'

W
hi

ts
 li

on
-H

is
pa

nk
D

ad
e 

C
ou

nt
y

R
es

t o
f 

St
at

e
18

91
.9

2 
18

82
.8

3
19

91
.9

2 
19

92
.8

3

1,
48

5
1,

39
7

21
,3

81
:1

,7
18

1,
41

8
1,

35
4

20
,5

41
20

,1
02

B
la

ck
 N

on
-H

is
on

ni
c

D
ad

s 
C

ou
nt

y
R

es
t o

f 
St

at
s

19
91

.9
2 

19
82

-9
3

19
91

.8
2 

18
92

.8
3

1,
74

5
1,

70
4

4,
28

1
4,

25
2

1,
70

2
1,

74
7

4,
04

9
4,

10
7

1,
00

7
1,

05
3

18
,0

84
15

,4
75

78
8

77
3

2,
48

7
2,

36
1

71
.0

%
77

.8
%

78
.3

%
77

.0
%

48
.3

%
44

.2
%

60
.9

%
57

.5
%

1,
18

9
1,

11
6

17
,6

51
17

,2
93

89
8

82
0

2,
52

3
2,

56
8

93
.9

%
82

.4
%

85
.9

%
86

.0
%

52
.8

%
48

.9
%

62
.3

%
62

.5
%

1,
16

9
1,

08
8

18
,2

18
17

,6
17

80
4

69
0

2,
55

9
2,

60
6

82
.4

%
P0

.4
%

88
.7

%
87

.6
%

47
.2

%
39

.6
%

83
.2

%
63

.5
%

88
2

87
7

14
,2

82
13

,8
01

47
8

42
3

1,
70

0
1,

65
4

62
.2

%
64

.8
%

69
.5

%
88

.7
%

28
.1

%
24

.2
%

42
.0

%
40

.3
%

E
th

ni
ci

ty

H
is

pa
ni

c
D

ad
s 

C
ou

nt
y

19
91

.9
2 

19
92

.9
3

3,
91

2
4,

20
0

3,
79

5
4,

09
3

2,
16

1
2,

30
2

56
.7

%
58

.2
%

2,
54

9
2,

7:
54

67
.2

%
62

.4
%

2,
36

3
2,

35
7

82
.3

%
57

.8
%

1,
53

0
1,

50
4

40
.3

%
36

.7
%

R
ut

 o
f 

St
at

e
19

91
.9

2 
18

92
.8

3

1,
74

2
1,

99
2

1,
65

0
1,

90
2

1,
14

3
1,

38
5

69
.3

%
72

.8
%

1,
25

8
1,

44
1

76
.2

%
76

.8
%

1,
29

9
1,

46
9

78
.7

%
77

.2
%

93
2

1,
10

7

56
.5

%
58

.2
%

A
si

an
 o

r 
Pa

ci
fi

c 
Is

la
nd

er
D

ad
s 

C
ou

nt
y

R
es

t o
f 

St
at

e
19

91
.9

2 
19

92
.9

0
19

91
.9

2 
19

92
.9

3

18
5

19
2

97
3

1,
08

7

18
4

19
1

94
7

1,
03

4

O
th

er
D

ad
s 

C
ou

nt
y

R
es

t o
f 

St
et

s
19

91
-9

2 
19

92
.9

3
19

91
.9

2 
19

92
.9

3

22
9

18
7

10
6

22
8

16
3

10
2

15
7

16
6

82
0

89
9

15
7

10
5

66

85
.3

%
81

.7
%

88
.6

%
86

.9
%

68
.2

%
87

.5
%

64
.4

%
64

.7
%

14
3

14
1

77
7

81
8

18
7

12
5

78

77
.7

%
73

.8
%

82
.0

%
79

.1
%

81
.8

%
87

.5
%

76
.7

%
74

.5
%

13
6

11
9

75
8

81
8

18
4

12
8

72

73
.9

%
62

.3
%

80
.0

%
79

.1
%

81
.8

%
50

.0
%

78
.5

%
70

.6
%

12
0

10
2

66
7

69
9

14
4

82
47

65
.2

%
53

.4
%

70
.4

%
67

.6
%

63
.6

%
50

.0
%

50
.3

%
46

.1
%

'R
ef

er
s 

to
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f t
es

t t
ak

er
s.

N
ot

e:
 S

om
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 c

ol
la

ge
s 

ha
d 

in
co

m
pl

et
e 

en
tr

yl
ev

el
 d

at
e.

S
an

e:
 R

ea
di

ne
ss

 fo
r 

C
ol

le
ge

. A
 P

os
ts

ec
on

ds
iy

 F
ee

db
ac

k 
R

ep
or

t t
o 

F
lo

rid
a 

P
ub

lic
 H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 S
ch

oo
l D

is
tr

ic
ts

, 1
99

1-
92

 a
nd

19
92

-9
3.

 O
ff

ic
e 

of
 P

os
ts

ec
on

da
ry

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
C

oo
rd

in
at

io
n,

 F
lo

ri
da

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
E

du
ca

tio
n.

8
A

R
I4

02
6 

2
n

B
E

ST
 C

O
PY

A
V

A
IL

A
B

L
E

9


