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THE FACE OF WAR
S TUDY GUIDE

THE FACE OF WAR is an exhibition of documents and

photographs from the vast World War II holdings of the National Archives.

This brochure contains reproductions of selected documents from the exhibit

as well as discussion questions. The guide can be used by individuals,

families, or school groups while viewing the exhibit or as a basis for

separate discussion. We hope you enjoy learning more about

World War II and about the holdings of the National Archives.

INTRODUCTION

World War II was the pivotal conflict of the 20th century.

Its personalities and events are more familiar to Americans than those

of any other war: terms like "D-day," "Rosie the Riveter," "Pearl Harbor,"

"Ike," and "Holocaust" immediately conjure up that era and conflict.

But while the Second World War was unique, it also echoed past wars.

This exhibition looks at some of the characteristics of World War II

that are present in every monumental conflict. Thus, the exhibit and

this publication are divided into sections about unity, dissent, courage,

fear, endurance, and destruction. The following documents bear

testimony to the emotions and experiences of all who face war.
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SECTION
THE FACE OF WAR IS UNITY

World War II could not have been won

without the unity of the Allies and the

support of the American people.

Documents A, B, and C each represent

a different type of wartime unity.

DECLARATION BY UNITED NATIONS:

A JOINT DECLARATION BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHVIN

IRELAND, THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,

CHINA, AUSTRALIt, BELGIUM, C:.NLDA. COSTA RICA, CUBA,

CZECHOSLOTAKIP., DOMINICAN REMLIC, EL SALVADOR,

GREECE GUATEULLA HAITI HONDURAS INDIA LUXEMBOURG,

NETPXRIANDS_, N17; ZEALAND. NICARAGUA, NORAY, PANAMA,

FOLA2N1). SOUTH AFRIC;., YUGOELVIA.

The Governments signatory hereto,

Having subscribed to c common program of purposes

and principles embodied in the Joint Declaration of

the President of the United :-_.tetes of =erica and the

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom or Greet Britain

and Northern Ireland dated August 14, 1941, known as

the Atlantic Charter.

Being convinced that complete victory over their

enemies is essential to defend life, liberty, independence

and religious freedom, and to preserve human rights end

justice in their own lends as well as in other lends,

end that they are now engaged in a common struggle

against savage and brutal forces seeking to subjugate

the world, DECLARE:

(1) Each Government pledges itself to employ its

full resources, military or economic, against those

members of the Tripartite Pact and its adherents with

which such government is at war.
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(2) Each Government pledges itself to cooperate

with the Governments signatory hereto and not to make

a separate armistice or peace with the enemies.

The foregoing declaration may be adhered to by

other nations which are, or which mey be, rendering

material assistance and contributions in the struggle

for victory over Hitlerism.

40--47Li
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fellow marine
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Allies Axis United Nations armistice Hitlerism Franklin D. Roosevelt Winston Churchill fracas

FOR DISCUSSION

How would you describe the different types of wartime unity that these documents represent?

How was each important to the war effort?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL. AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

Discuss the importance of the alliance created by Document A, "Declaration By United Nations," both during

the war and today.

6



SECTION II
THE FACE OF WAR IS DISSENT Some Americans did not want to participate

in World War II. These documents reveal

why two individuals wished to stay out of

the conflict.

Order No 1711

SPECIAL FORM FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

LOCAL BOAI:D NJ. 166
School, 615 East Cataveras St.

34i
81.117 or no.sio

Celikirnia
This form must be returned on or before

Name ICVala 1:111a,A1:3,_ JR.
(nrot) (Piddle) (Loot)

Address 2132 Nararro Aye.
()bazaar Rod Knot or R. F. D. route)

ALTADENG. LOS ANGELES California(att. taws, to villain) (Count,

liaz21 1941
(T h. days lour date of mailing as issue)

INSTRUCTIONS
A natal:rant who claims to be a conscientious objector shall offer information in substantiation of his claim on thisspecial form, which when Sled shall becomes part of his Questionnaire.The questions in Series II through V in this form are intended to obtain evidence of the genuineness of the claimmadejn Series I, and the answers given by the registrant shall be for the information only of the officials duly authorizedunder the regulations to examine them.
In the case of any registrant who claims to be conscientious objector, the Local Board shall proceed in the ordinarycourse to classify him upon all other grounds of deferment, and shall consider and pass upon his claim as a conscientiousobjector only if, but for such claim, he would have been placed in Class L The procedure for appeal from a decision ofthe Local Board on a claim for conscientious objection is provided for in the Selective Service Regulations.Failure by the registrant to file this special form on or before the date Indicated alkve may be regarded as a waiverby the registrant of his claim as a conscientious

objector: Provided, Assayer, That the Local Board, in its discretion, andfor good cause shown by the registrant, may grant a reasonable extenaion of time for filing this special form.

Series LCLAIM FOR ELEMPTION
INSTROCTIONS--Tho mitt:sal moot ohm Isla 11. to althor Stoloamt or Molars a la na amt. hot sof to both of am. rotikr.hgutak! etriko sot rho statemeat 10 Ws (*flu srkleb M gl000 sot tics.

A

ISIrosture of oroonrentiB. l claim the exemption provided by the Selective Trelning and Service Act of 1940 for conscientious objectors, becauseI ant conscientiously opposed by reason of my religious (Tainiste ad belief to participation in over in any form andto participation in any sorrier which is under the direction of military etahoeities,

(SUrootant of rorrtronti

Series ILRELIGIOL'S TRAINING AND BELIEFS
INSTSVCTIONS.Room owe*. le dab **riot nut ha h117 %wawal. II area *Pan to h000tam. attath extra even of paper to WA Mr..I. Describe the nature of your belief which is the basis of your claim made in Series I above.

. ,

e'?
..AA4L..XL44 C47%+t-irt;;.... Mad_

,
/t^%.,t14 jtar4

2. Explain how, when, and from whom or from what source you received the training and acquired the belief which isthe basis of your claim made in Strict I above.

',114azzz
.

tS

417444.t%k.e'

16-11111.

Docur.wrir D

"Special Form for
Conscientious Objector
for Kemper Nomland. Jr..
Maly 2' 1()41
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WA29 156 NT 6 EXTRA

AW NEWYORK NY JUN 23 114%

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR SIR ON APR 6 1942 I MADE AN APPEAL T( Y;.;:1 BY LETTER,

SINCE I HAVE RECEIVED NO REPLY I AM MAKING A SECOND APPEAL

BY TELEGRAPH.

I AM EAGER TO SHOULDER A GUN AGAINST HITLERISM AND 11/5.,

v".

RACIAL SUPERIORITY MYTH BUT AM UNCOMPROMISINGLY OPPOSED

TO SERVING IN MILITARY FORCES THAT SEGREGATE NEGROES ALONE

INTO SEPARATE-UNITS SOLELY BECAUSE OF RACE.

MY LOCAL BOARD 62 MANHATTAN NEWYORKCITY WAS NOTIFIED OF

4

\
err

J. Ak

V.. Acki

WA29/2

MY STAND MANY MONTHS'PRIOR TO PEARL HARBOR.

I HAVE REQUESTED AND BEEN DENIED PERMISSION TO ENLIST

IN THE CANADIAN ARMY WHERE JIM CROW IS NOT TOLERATED.

ON JUNE 20 I RECEIVED NOTICE TO REPORT FOR INDUCTION

ON JUNE 27.

MR PRESIDENT I AGAIN APPEAL TO YOU PERSONALLY FOR

PERMISSION TO ENLIST IN THE CANADIAN ARMY BECAubE my

CONSCIENCE REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES WILL NOT ALLOW

ME TO SERVE MY COUNTRY IN AN UNDEMOCRATIC JIM CROW

CAPACITY SINCERELY YOURS

JAMES E DAVIS 415 WEST 154TH ST NEWYORK NY.

1 BEST COPY AVAILnni F



VOCABULARY

dissent draft conscientious objector segregation Jim Crow

FOR DISCUSSION

Why did these individuals not want to fight for the United States?If you were drafted, why would you wantor not wantto fight?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

If you were deciding these cases, what would you have done? What guidelines would you have used to makeyour decision? How are these two cases similar and dissimilar?
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SECTION III
THE' FACE OF WAR IS COURAGE

As in all wars, great courage could be found in both the actions

and character of many of the men and women who participated

in World War II. Documents F and G are two examples of the

types of personal courage that emerge in wartime.

:
:

t19.119.1. (....Posthumously/

314.12R201_ 11_126th.Ipf.

r - -... on 5 December 1944, a section
of heavy machine Enna from Company M, 126th Infantry were emplaced in a
defensive position Lbout 75 yards from the Tacloben-Ormoc Road, which, at
that time was controled by the enemy. Pic McWhorter was a machine gunner
in the section and with his assistant gunner was manning the weapon when the
enemy launched a determined attack on our positions. when his position was
assaulted by an enemy demolition squad of six men, Pfc McWhorter opened fire
and killed several of the enemy. One enemy soldier succeeded in throwing
a demolition charge which fell into the entrenchment occupied by Pt* McWhorter
and the assistant gunner. Realizing that the charge was jeopardizing the
lives of his assistant gunner and himself, Pfo McWhorter picked up the impro-
vised grenade, held it close to his chest and bent over, at the same time
turning his back toward his assistant gunner to shield him from the effect*
of the explosion. Just as he bent over, the charge exploded, killing him
and leaving the other man in the emplacement uninjured.

11.14.1(.3: It is believed that the evidence presented establishes that degree
of woosPi0000a gallantry and heroism above and beyond the call of duty
considered essential to the award of a Medal of Honor. It is apparent that
this man could have endeavored to throw back the grenade, but rather thou
expose his comrade to the risk of the explosion, which was certain to occurs
be chose to sacrifice his life in a supreme effort, thus saving the life
of his ecierade.

i/LI11X0111:7,D4InCi-ji Approval.

DOCUMENT F .

Recommendation for
award of Medal of Honor
(posthuKtirolisly) for Pfc.
William A. McWhorter.
Apr: '9-15

1,

1 RFST COPY AVAILABLE



di

/

AL_

Jim

Jan

ACM

F

f Auer

rarnerit..

11111f.ab..r.mr.

Ais.1.

a

-.....------.. DOCUWENT G

Note by Gen Dwight D
Eisenhower Supreme
Commander of the Allied
Expeditionary Forces written
the night before D-day

,



VOCABULARY

Medal of Honor Allied Expeditionary Forces D-day

FOR DISCUSSION

Describe the types of courage shown by individuals in each of these documents.
How are they alike? How are they different?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

General Eisenhower was one of the great military leaders of both World War II and this century.
What does his note, Document G, tell you about his style of leadership?



SECTION IV
THE FACE OF WAR IS "FEAR

In wartime, fear is perhaps the most

commonly felt emotion. The docu-

ments in this section show the extent to

which fear pervaded the battlefields

and homefront during World War II.
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'VOCABULARY

Japanese relocation espionage sabotage desertion

FOR D/SCUSSIONallitb.

What did the authors of these documents fear?
What did their fears cause them to do?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

In addition to fear, what other emotions do the petitioners express in Document H, "Protest Against the Return... of the Japanese"? How do you explain their feelings?

In Document I, Private. Slovik confessed to deserting his Army unit. He was executed for his crime in 1944.Do you think the U.S. military should threaten execution for desertion? Why or why not?

t
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SECTION V
THE FACE OF WAR is ENDURANCE

War asks soldiers to endur: brutal experiences.

Document, I and K drserihe oxpericnces of two indi-

viduals at different tune'. th; Second World War.

'I

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Diary of Lt. Comdr. D. E. Smith.
U.S. Navy,
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FOR DISCUSSION

What situations did the soldiers who wrote these documents have to endure?
What feelings are revealed in each document?
Why do you think soldiers kept diaries and wrote poems?



SECTION VI
A I A'.. wars destroy. World War H resulted in the

deaths of 60 million people and in the ruin of

hundreds of cities. Documents L and M provide

evidence of some of that destruction.

3 1 5
italtaattga, The dArnaFed area was so extensive and

the de ree of dame e so severe that at t I .1

Laid19 ?i
Tted underccore '9C 01

PAGE

not ascertained but co,:rtntio to 1 Sc.ember 19.'5show that the

identified dead numbered the nu tiered 1,927, and the

seriously superficielly nix:bore.: 40,993. since the area

around t-round (ro vas aLmo:*. CD' -letel: ter and the heads of

the various district an .^ o.f. a: la were r dead or

missinp, it. is difficult to dote.rrtine th, exact or c.-..w.lnities.

At first i heli,vec that o. ro."Td not dro- bolos

25 or 2e thousand. At pre-ent : i.-.:ostiratiol is beinp made

of commod.:ty I list:. and t' e 1i^t3 of -ersons livinE in the

drvast.at,1 arca.

reriotal:. ,Jure are ....Oniinuinr to receive me-

dice: 'treetzu 1. t rescue st t:o h rtnr a ,i1mrate arc ',(3 tar die-

covor0.1 F-10 . t'le-e cros. ers 1.cve fro-r. tetanus,

r.nd '..: -c c sea ,atients ere a)or,'icially wounded
and 7 y .7. ries yr!:o are dyine as the days

acv, ftcr -win n rree.1 eatinr and
-nd r. 'en:i.en:y . rate anon these

± r: - ..t1^17:.. :: "1; r is h,lieved that

'r

C' : !IV.i.C.t?,-; t:1C dIserter

here'.: c't.) r 11C, : `..
te-,,nare1

Tot,- 1: damr. c.1 or hurnt.d L'...,146 houses
(co by fire 11,4941.

Pert.;: burned sc: ser;c. r"ly in:.rred 5,1./,1 houses.
Part3s. dana

sa-sirinh+I
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Register National or
number ethnic origin Camp number Name Birthdate and place
2448 Dutch 12305/5 Aletrino, Luis April 10. 1892. Amsterdam
2449 Russian 10687/sr Palluch. Wasili October 8. 1923. Nogorana
2450 Russian 10747/sr Seliwanow, Alekscj November 22. 1915. Kannienopodolsk
2451 Pole 11527/18 Rojek, Teofil June 6. 1897. Schadek
2452 Belgian 9668/sr Adam, Felicien March 5. 1877. Sensing
2453 Spaniard 4325/sr Moreno Barrios, Dositco July 6, 1877, Tarancon
"454 Criminal 310/18 Bergner. Franz March 4. 1907. Dortmund
2455 Czech Jew 12126/5 Schulhof, Franz February 22. 1909. Prague
2.356 Yugoslav 11850/18 Resell, Ernst July 12, 1888. Zenica
2457 Jew 12602/5 Rosenkranz Michael. Mork/ April 6. 1865. Reichensachsen
2458 Dutch Jew 12551/5 Engelsrnan, Elias April 5. I 897.1nisterdam
2459 Czech Jew 12016/5 Elsner. Otto June 18. 1008. Latium/

r'246(1 Dutch Jew 12552/5 de Haan, Jakob 4. 4, Ocir iber I. 1916. Amsterdam
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Cause of death

shot while escaping

infected furuncle

extreme inflammation of the large intestine

acute heart failure

extreme inflammation of the large intestine

tuberculosis

inflammation of heart lining

inflammation of the lungs

heart attack

stroke

heart attack

inflammation of the lungs

pneumonia

5(

2.4 ..W4 1,44, aid7Z4

Date and hour of death [Notes]

August 29, 1942. 1:10 p.m.

August 29, 1942. 3:50 p.m.

August 29, 1942. 3:55 p.m.

August 30. 1942.6:3(1 a.m.

August 30, 1942. 6:35 a.m.

August 30, 1942, 6:40 a.m.

August 30, 1942, 6:50 a.m.

August 30, 1942.7:00 a.m.

August 30, 1942. 1:30 p.m.

August 30. 1942.2:30 p.m.

August 30, 1942. 2:35 p.m.

August 30, 1942, 2:40 p.m.

August 30, 1942, 2:45 p.m.

shot while escaping
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atomic bomb Ground Zero radiation sickness concentration camp Nazis Holocaust

to D

After reading Document L, describe what you think Nagasaki must have looked like after it was hit by an
atomic bomb.

What was the purpose of Document M, "Totenbuch Mauthausen"? What does it tell you about the people
who died at Mauthausen?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEG STUDENTS

Do you think the United States should have used atomic weaponry to win the war? Why or why not?
Discuss the importance of documentary evidence in relation to Document M. "Totenbuch Mauthausen."



SECTION VII
THE FACE OF WAR IS CHANGE War can change e% erything

boundaries, technology, and the way

people live. Document N di. tribes

some of the personal changes soldiers

went through during World War II.

'I have learacd how to livc with =7 fellow men, 'Ind patience, andoth ©r things."

"Being more consideratc of othere:, and will bt mcr' tcd tolivo a peaceful, nornal

"'Understand:Inc, th, vq11-,- of a ..ittltdlife."

"I 'Jaw: 1c.arr.c0
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"I'm 19 and f. 1 "n 71: f
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R.1.717(.1n)

DOCUMENT N

Excerpt from "Changes in
Enlisted Men Caused by Their
Army Experiences, '945



II 6,

How does it seem that World War H changed soldiers for the better? For the worse?
Do you think living through a war would change you? -How?

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUgENTS

Why do you think the U.S. Army made a survey of this nature?

For other school programs or tours, please contact the National Archives

Volunteer and row' Office at 202-501-5205.
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