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ABSTRACT

This document is a study guide to "The Face of War,"
an exhibition of documents and photographs from the vast World War II
hol¢ings of the Nation.l Archives. This brochure contains
reproductions of selected documents from the exhibit as well as
discussion questions. The guide can be used by individuals, families,
or school groups while viewing the exhibit or as a basis for separate
discussion. The exhibition looks at some of the characteristics of
World War II that are present in every monumental conflict. The
exhibit and this publication are divided into sections about unity,
dissent, courage, fear, endurance, and destruction. The included
documents bear testimony to the emotions and experiences of all who
face war. World war II could not have been won without the unity of
the Allies and the support of U.S. citizens. The first three
documents presented each represent a different type of wartime unity:
(1) the declaration by the United Nations that created the Allied
Forces; (2) a petition from inmates of San Quentin Prison to
Secretary of War, Henry L. Stimson; and (3) a message from Louis
Novak, Jr. to a fellow marine. The next two documents represent
dissent and reveal why two individuals wished to stay out of the
conflict Two more documents are examples of the types of personal
courage that emerge pervaded the battlefields and homefront,
represent human endurance by describing the experiences of two
individuals at different times during the war, and illustrate
destruction and change that result from war. (DK)
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THE FACE OF WAR
S T U D Y G U | D E

-THE FACE OF WAR is an exhibition of documents and
photographs from the vast World War II holdings of the National Archives.
This brochure contains reproductions of selected documents from the exhibit
as well as discussion questions. The guide can be used by individuals,
families, or school groups while viewing the exhibit or as a basis for
separate discussion. We hope you enjoy learning more about

World War II and about the holdings of the National Archives.

=
INTRODUCTION

World War 1l was the pivotal conflict of the 20th century.
Its personalities and events are more familiar to Americans than those
of any other war: terms like “D-day,” “Rosie the Riveter,” “Pearl Harbor,”
“Ike,” and “Holocaust” immediately conjure up that era and conflict.
But while the Second World War was unique, it also echoed past wars.
This exhibition looks at some of the characteristics of World War I
that are present in every monumental conflict. Tiws, the exhibit and
this publication are divided into sections about unity, dissent, courage,
fear, endurance, and destruction. The following documents bear

testimony to the emotions and experiences of all who face war.




SEcTiION 1

- - "World War 11 could not have been won
THE FACE oF WAR 1S UNITY

without the unity of the Allies and the
support of the American people.
Documents A, B, and C each represent

. a different type of wartime unity.

Document A “
“Declaration By United
Nations ¥ o oy 0 oa)

DECIARATION BY UNITED NATIONS:

A JOINT DECLARATIOM BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA,

THE UNITED KINGDOM COF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND, THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCTALIST REPUBLICS,

CHINA, /USTRALIt, BELGIUM, C..N/DA,; COSTA RICA, CUBA,

CZECEOSLOVAKTS , DOMINICAN REIUBLIC, FL SALVADOR,

GREECE, GUATEL/.L:, EAITI, HONDURAS, INLIA, LUXEMBOURG,
NETHERIANDS, NE.V CEALAND, MICARAGUA, NOEKVAY, PANAMA,

I0IAND, SOUTE AFRIC/., YUGOSL.VIA.

Tuhe Joverrments signetory hereto,

Heving subscribed ¢o e common progrem of purposes
and principles enmbodied in the Joint Leclaretion of

the President of the United Ltetes of .merica end the

Prime lLidniater of the United ringdom of Grest Britain
and Northern Irél&ud deted Lueust 14, 1941, known as
the Atlentic Cherter,

B_eir.e convinced thet complete victory over their
enenies is essentinl to dofend life, liverty, inderendence
end religious rreedom, °n¢ tc preserve humen rights end
Justice in their own lends ss well as in other lenéds,
and thet they ere now enpaged in & common atruggle
egainst sevage and trutel forces seeking to subjugate
the world, DECLARE:

{1) Esch Government pledpes itself to eaploy its
full resources, militery or economic, against those
members of the Tripartite Puot and its adhorents with

which auch government is at war.

ERIC
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(2} Each Government pledges itself to cooperate
with the Governments signatory hereto and not to make
a separate armistice or peasce with the enemies.

The foregoing declaration mey be adhered to by
other nations which are, or which mey be, rendering
meteriel essistance and contributions in the struggle

- for victory over Hitlerism.
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Docutent B
Petition trom Inmates of San Quentin

Prison. California. to Secretary of War

Henry L. Stimson. J..
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VOCABULARY .

Allies Axis United Nations armistice Hitlerism Franklin D. Rooseveit Winston Churchill  fracas

For Discussion

How would you describe the different types of wartime unity that these documents represent?
How was each important to the war effort?

For HigH SCHooL AND CO'LLE.G'E STUDENTS
Discuss the importance of the alliance created by Document A, “Declaration By United Nations,” both during
the war and today.

Q
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SEcTiIoN I1

Some Americans did not want to participate

THE FACE OF WAR Is DiSSENT

in World War II. These documents reveal
why two individuals wished to stay out of

the conflict.

SPECIAL FORM FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR Doeunent D
Order No. 1711 “Special Form for
LOCAL BEOARD KO. -‘&;S Name _mﬂ’ikm - 1-’3!41&5();“{1- Conscientious Objector™
o 5 East Calavi t
School, 51?. Eust Calaveras Address 2132 Navarro Ave. for Kemper Nomiand. Jr..
27028 186 (Numder eod street o7 R F. D, route) May 27 1947 i
. _ALTADER:. 10S_AKGELES Califorria - '
PO il v S A (. vown, 0w villagey ) (Sute)
Czlilornia
This form must be returned on or before ...._Ha Y 21, 1841 A
{Five dars after date of maili
INSTRUCTIONS
A registrant who claims to be a conscientious objector shall offer inf ion in sub iation of his ciaim on this

special form, which when filed ghall become a part of his Questionnaire.

The questions in Series 11 through V in this form are intended to obtain evidence of the genuineness of the claim
made in Series I, and the answers given by the registrant shall be for the information only of the officials duly authorized
under the regulations to examine them.

In the case of any registrant who claims to be a conscientious objsctor, the Local Board shalt roceed in the ordinary
course to classify him upon all other irounds of deferment, and shall eonsider and pass upon his craim as a conscientious
objector only if, hut for such claim, he would heve been placed in Class L The procedure for appeal from a decision of
the Local Board on a claim for conscientious objection is provided for in the Selective Sarvice Regulations,

Failure by the registrant to file this special form on or before the date indicated above may be regarded as a waiver
by the registrant of his claim as a conscientious objector: Provided, 2owever, That the Local Board, in its discretion, and
for good cause shown by the registrant, may grant s ressonable extension of time for fling this special form,

Seriea L—CLAIM FOR RXEMPTION

INSTRUCTIONS.—The resistrant muat slgn his mame te elther Statemant 4 or Statoasat B {a this series bat not to both of them. The reklstrant
sthould strike eut the statement in this series which he does LY

A. Feleim-ith Prion-presid. ’J‘-;- she-SelectioeFruining TRE"SeTwee ATy 0Y-1990ToF r-abs because [
- 4 y-opp Oy Trweotr o y-r
PO 3 i rainineth o 9 3
visoortvaining—thorsiar under thh o s er-irnining nseilling-to-portisipete-t y
N f dis ¥

{5ignature of registrent)

B. I claim the ption provided by the Selecti Tralning and Service Act of 1940 Jor fentious objectors, b
am conselentiously opposed by reeson of my r us treining end L:'o participation in wer in any form and
to participation in any service which is under the direction of militery authorities.

Zsonak L

N 7" (Signatare of renstrant) /

Seriea IL—RELIGIOUS TRAINING AND BELIEFS
INSTRUCTIONS.—Evers amestion La this series mast b fally saswered. If mere spam Bocaasary, sftach axtre aheets of paper to this page.
1. Describe the nature of your belief which is the basis of your claim made in Series I above.

’

2. Explain how, when, and from whom or from what source you received the training and acquired the belief which iz
the basis of your claim made in Seriec ] above.
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Telegram from James £ Davis to President Roosevelt

WA29 156 NT 6 EXTRA

AW NEWYORK NY JUN 23 1945 = Pt o 007

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT ; ) i a
! Y. ey st L4 N

THE WHITE HOUSE ) e LTI
DEAR SIR ON APR 6 1942 1| MADE AN APPLar TC vYiu BY LETTER, N

SINCE | HAVE RECEIVED NO REPLY | AM MAXING A SECOND APPEAL \\\
BY TELEGRAPH, .
)/z g\
! AM EAGER TO SHOULDER A GUN AGAINST HITLERISM AND I35 L by

Wi i
RACIAL SUPERIORITY MYTH BUT AM UNCOMPRCM!SINGLY OPPGSED o DIV, Ad
1
TO SERVING IN MILITARY FORCES THAT SEGREGATE NEGROES ALONE N

INTO SEPARATE .UNITS SOLELY BECAUSE O¢ RACE. R
g MY LOCAL BOARD 62 MANHATTAN NEWYORKCITY WAS NOTIFIED OF N
WA29/2

MY STAND MANY MONTHS PRIOR TO PEARL HARBCR,

| HAVE REQUESTED AND BEEN DENIED PERMISSION TO ENLIST
IN THE CANADIAN ARMY WHERE JIM CROW 1S NOT TOLERATED,

ON JUNE 20 | RECEIVED NOTICE TO REPORT FOR INDUCTION
ON JUNE 27,

MR PRESIDENT | AGAIN APPEAL TO YOU PERSONALLY FOR
PERMISSION TO ENLIST IN THE CANADIAN ARMY BECAUSE MY
CONSCIENCE REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES WiLL NOT ALLOW
ME TO SERVE MY COUNTRY IN AN UNDEMOCRATIC JIM CROW
CAPACITY SINCERELY YOURS

JAMES E DAVIS 415 WEST 15_4ZH ST NEWYORK NY,
.S

FRIC 16 BesTcopy AVAILARIF




VOCaBULARY N

dissent draft conscientious objector

segregation  Jim Crow

’

For Discussion

Why did these individuals not want to fight for the United States?
If you were drafted, why would you want—or not want—to fight?

For HigH ScrooL anp COLLEGE STUDENTS

If you were deciding these cases, what would

you have done? What guidelines would
your decision? How are these two cases simil

you have used to make
ar and dissimilar?

11

.




As in all wars, great courage could be found in both the actions

THE FACE oF WAR 1S COURAGE

and character of many of the men and women who participated
in World War II. Documents F and G are two examples of the

types of personal courage that emerge in wartime.

DocumenTt F .
Recommendation for
award of Medal of Honor

St DU omerotamoen el (posthuggously) for Pfc.
William - McWhorter,

TLer nantionozos - i_Medal of Boror _(Posthumously) i, Apri 3 1945
e SF iLavil.lowmidliem A McWhorter . Pfe. 34128501 Go. M 126th Int Rews

. ) R . . \

i . v - e, Lo |
R At AL S T ‘- -. Cn 5 December 194, a section
m of heavy machine guns freo Company M, 126th Infantry were emplaced in a

defensive position sbout 75 yards from +he Tacloben-Ormoe Road, whick, at
that time was controled by the enemy. Pfe McWhorter weg a machine gunner

in the section and with his assistant gunner was manning the weapon when the
enemy launched a determined attack on our positions. ¥hen his position was
assaulted by an enemy demclition squed of six men, Pf¢ McWhorter opened fire
énd killed several cf the enemy. One enemy soldier succeeded in throming

a demolition charge which fell into the entrenchment occupied by Pfe MoWhorter
and the easistant gunner, Realizing that the charge was jeopardizing the
lives of his assistant gumner and himself, Pfo MoWhorter picked up the impro-
vi#ed grenade, held it close to his chest and bent over, at the same time
turning hie back toward his assistant gunner to shield him fraa the effects
of the explosion, Just as he bent over, the charge exploded, killing him
and leaving the other man in the emplecement uninjured,

o REXURKS: It 1m believed that the avidenos presented establishes that degree
of conspimuous gallantry and heroism above spd beyond the sall of duty
considered esssntial to the award of a Medall of Honor, It is appareat that
this man could have endeavored to throw back the grenade, but rather tham
oxpose his comrade to the risk of the explosion, whisch was certain to osoursg
he chose to sacrifice his 1ife in a supreme effort, thus saving the life

of his occmrade, -

Ly
RICOLLILDLTINS1 Approval, -7
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Docuuent G
Note by Geir. Dwight D.

. Eisenhower. Supreme

Commander of the Allied
Expeditionary Forces. written
the night before D-day. . .. -
PO L




VOCABULARY .

Medal of Honor ~ Allied Expeditionary Forces D-day

For Discussion

Describe the types of courage shown by individuals in each of these documents.
How are they alike? How are they different?

FoRr HiGH ScHooL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS _

General Eisenhower was one of the great military leaders of both World War II and this century.
What does his note, Document G, tell you about his style of leadership?




SEcTION IV

THE FACE oF WAR IS FEAR

In wartime, fear is perhaps the most

commonly feit emotion. The docu-

ments in this section show the extent to

which fear pervaded the battlefields

and homefront during World War 11
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'VOCABULARY

Japanese relocation espionage sabotage  desertion

B For Discussion™ - . ' :

What did the authors of these documents fear?
What did their fears cause them to do?

"For Hign ScHooL anp CoLLeae STUDENTS

In addition to fear, what other emotio

ns do the petitioners express in Document H,
- .. of the Japanese” How do you

“Protest Against the Return
explain their feelings?
In Document I, Private Slovik confessed to d

eserting his Army unit. He was executed for his crime in 1944,
Do you think the U S. military should threate

n execution for desertion? Why or why not?

N 1%
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SECTION V

BE

THE FACE OF WAR 1S ENDURANGE

0

War ashs soldiers to endur: the me -t beatal experiences.
Documents | and K describe the experiences of two indi-

viduals at different times durine the Second World War,

DocuUMeNT J

“After the Dawn,” by Jo--i.
Cassin, not.dated

Kev s of the Adyuga oo

193 Co .
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Document K

Diary of Lt. Comdr. D. E. Smith.
U.S. Navy,
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For Discussion : .
L]

What situations did the soldiers who wrote these documents have to endure?
What feelings are revealed in each document?

" Why do you think soldiers kept diaries and wrote poems?




SEcTiIoN VI

THE FACE OF WAR 1S DESTRUCTION

A" wars destroy. World War II resulted in the

deaths of 60 million people and in the ruin of
hundreds of cities. Documents L and M provide

evidence of some of that destruction.
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‘

National or
ethnic origin
Dutch
Russian
Russian
Pole
Belgian
Spaniard
Criminal
Czech Jew
Yugoslav
Jew

Dutch Jew
Czech Jew
Dutch Jew

Camp number

12305/5
10687 /sr
16747 /sr
11527/18
9668/sr
4325/sr
310/18
12126/5
11850718
12602/5
12551/
12016/5
12552/5

Name

Aletrino. Luis

Pafluch, Wasih
Scliwanow, Alekscej
Rojek. Teofil

Adam, Felicien

Moreno Barrios, Dositeo
Bergner. Franz
Schulhof, Franz

Resch, Einst
Rosenkranz Michacl, Moritz
Engelsman, Elias
Elsner, Otto

de Haan, Jakob 2

AN

-3
|
2 ot

Birthdate and place

April 10, 1892, Amsterdam
October ¥, 1923, Nogorana
November 22, 1915, Kannienopodolsk
June 6, 1897, Schadek

March 5. 1877, Seraing

July 6, 1877, Tarancon

March 4, 1907, Dortmund
February 22, 1909, Prague
July 12, 1888, Zenica

April 6, 1865, Reichensiachsen
April 5. 1897, Amsterdam
June 18, 1908, Lamnirs

October 3, 1916, Amsterdam
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Cause of death Date and hour of death [Notes]
shot while escaping August 29, 1942, 1:10 p.m. shot while escaping
infected furuncle August 29, 1942, 3:50 p.m.
extreme inflammation of the large intestine August 29, 1942, 3:55 p.nw.

acute heart failure August 30, 1942, 6:30 a.m.

extreme inflammiation of the large intestine August 30, 1942, 6:35 am.
tuberculosis August 30, 1942, 6:40 a.m.
inflammation of heart lining August 30, 1942, 6:50 a.m.
inflanymation of the lungs August 30, 1942, 7:00 a.m.

heart attack August 30, 1942, 1:30 p.m.

August 30, 1942, 2:30 p.m.
August 30, 1942, 2:35 p.m.
August 30, 1942, 2:40 p.m.
August 301, 1942, 2:45 p.m.

stroke
heart attack

inflammation of the lungs
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VOCABULARY

atomic bomb  Ground Zero  radiation sickness concentration camp Nazis Holocaust

For Discussion

After reading Document L, describe what you think Nagasaki must have looked like after it was hit by an
atomic bomb.

What was the purpose of Document M, “Totenbuch Mauthausen®? What does it tell you about the people
who died at Mauthausen?

For HiGH ScHooL AND COLLEGE/STUDENTS

Do you think the United States should have used atomic weaponry to win the war? Why or why not?

Discuss the importance of documentary evidence in relation to Document M. “Totenbuch Mauthausen.™




War can change ¢ erything—

THE FACE OF WAR 1S CHANGE

boundaries, technology, and the way
people live. Document N d. cribes
some of the personal changes soldiers

went through during World War I1.

‘Document N
Excerpt from “Changes in

"I bave learncd how to live with oy fellow men, <nd pettence, end Enlisted Men Caused by Their
other things."

Army Experiences, 1945
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FoRr Discussion

How does it seem that World War 11 changed soldiers for the better? For the worse?
Do you think living through a war would change you? -How?

For HiGH ScHool AND COLLEGE STURENTS

Why do you think the U.S. Army made a survey of this nature?

For other school programs or tours, please contact the National Archives !
Volunteer and Tour Office at 202-501-52085.
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