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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an analysis of the number of
university students attending institutions outside of their country
of origin, focusing on the changes in such attendance between 1980
and 1990. Five tables present information on: (l) foreign students by
region of origin; (2) percentage distribution of foreign students by
region of origin; (3) major host countries of foreign students; (4)
foreign students in major host countries and percentage distribution
by region of origin; and (5) foreign students by major countries of
origin. The global number of foreign students rose from 915,859 in
1980 to 1,177,583 in 1990, an increase of 29 percent. Approximately
60 percent of these students were from developing countries. Nearly
90 percent of all foreign students are enrolled in developed
countries. In 1980 the largest number of foreign students originated
from Europe and the Soviet Union, while in 1990 the majority came
from Eastern Asia and Oceania. An appended table provides data on

major host countries of foreign students for the years 1980 and 1985
through 1990. (MDM)
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The present Statistical Issue presents an analysis of the
number of students in the world pursuing their studies at
the third ievel of education (higher education) outside their
countries Gf origin.

The global number of the foreign students rose from 916
thousand in 1980/81 to 1178 thousand in 1990/91,
representing an increase of 29 per cent; about 6 out of 10
of these students were from developing countries. The
data further show that 90 per cent of all students are
enrolled in developed countries and tf~ remaining 10 per
cent are in developing countries.

/t can also be seen that whereas in 1980 the highest
number of foreign students vriginated from Europe and the
former U.S.S.R., in 1990 the majority of them are from
Eastern Asia and Oceania.

An early verson of this paper was presented at the
International Congress on Recognition of Studies and
Academic Mobility, held ot UNESCO House, Paris, 2-5
November 1992. Since then, limited revisions have been
made to the data.
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Introduction

International student exchange plays an ever increasing role in higher education.
Study opportunities offered to students away from their countries of origin may help
especially developing countries with limited resources, to train much-needed high level
manpower. On the other hand, developed countries tend to increase their mutuai
exchange of students; many of these countries have already implemented special
student exchange programmes, one example of these being the ERASMUS programme
of the European Communities.

UNESCO in keeping with its constitution has constantly regarded as one of its
main functions "“to maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge” by encouraging “the
international exchange of persons active in the fields of education, science and
culture”. In order to keep track of development in this fieid, the UNESCO Division of
Statistics has been for many years collecting on a regular and annual basis data on
foreign students enrolled in higher education institutions. The data refer mainly to
foreign students by sex and by country or region of origin. '

For the purposes of this document, data on foreign students are presented for a
certain number of regions or special groupings of countries within two major
categories, i.e. developed and developing countries. Mention should be made of the
fact that some countries are included under both "Sub-Saharan Africa" and "Arab
States", because they belong to these two groups.

Foreign Students in Higher Education

Table 1 shows data on 62 countries for which informaticn on foreign students
by country of origin was available for 1980 and 1990. These countries were host to
more than 95 per cent of the estimated total foreign students population in 1990.

It can be seen from the table that the number cf students pursuing higher
education outside their countries of origin increased by 29 per cent from 916
thousand in 1980 to 1178 thousand in 1990. In both periods, these students
constituted about 2 per cent of the estimated total enroiment in higher education.
The largest number of foreign students came from developing countries (757
.housand in 1990), an increase of 26 per cent over 1980. Although students from
developed countries were only 334 thousand in 1990, this was an increase of 42 per
cent over 1980. Concerning the individual regions, the greatest increase was in
Eastern Asia and Oceania which almost doubled the number' of their nationals
studying abroad during the periods under study. For Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean and Southern Asia, there was little difference during this
period (see Figure 1).

-




TV VAV Ad0D 1838

[}
nL
T90tL 088 9991 ceil 899¢€ Ise1 goser T o T T e by ocrey T pobes | oubl T
269 025 ic6 616 0161} +99 91101 9.8 JeBE o zzest poSLL 0861 PILEG DY PUB U1y
) -
oLZ9b +028€ 26€61 SE08r 9£1901 0965 F 691061 BUGHP IF9LS Foun 0IEUGE 912V 0661
61021 95261 19+81 z929¢ 6L6€L 1295 ce148 QoL RE 1FGOP P PRGE £CG1LZ 1E6LSE 0861 LY UIBLIION
61£62 z2204 £v912 0/9181 ] sBsciz gEOLE cerus 2021€ 660901 Y, $UZOLE GUICLS u66 |
18295 2589 66591 102621 159251 6229¢ B60LE SRIIE €822y GILHS ovoIEZ 9L66ED 0861 1SS -x3 puv edoiy
:02\\2 \C
56828 9586b 802 1z80€2 68CEZC 6vELE 1obGbe 09892 19662 6LILG $1999 62L2101 0661
26689 ££99Z 166SE 286591 909922 99528 LVEDE) 19062 251401 LUSLG 561815 £61518 086 wonunos padojara()
8re 2k 661 z1e cib i 5t 9¢ 899t OCES 13324 golct 061
0891 s 451 162 00S 281s glo€ £ 98 /ccr 666+ | 612} 0861 vISY UIYINOS
2z 6981 0L11 rell €LIb 981 rese o 2681 T 2288 Lioct 0661 awesd)
2sc 212 8511 0111 5862 296€ 6ore |t c0e re9 vizL LYSO1 086 puUY BIsY UIBIsL
st 21 2el 8se 208 €L £6 [Gi9e T st vsle 8128 SEC9 0661 ueaqque) pus
8Et £l zil 061 sit e £51 Tmm_. 192 56 991¢ 616€ 0861 wouawy UNe'y
$S62 Y, 19 s2e €62 £1€! 120 . T R 12105 bLEES 0661
bG68 g 22 12 cor 9cs 1 grgl Y groce | usri 1922Y 85125 U8G1 sa|uig QUIY
1z . 61 ] £01 ep S 5 0L weor  lussy z89p 0661
£99 F bl 99¢ zst e €l e 299 iggr | wecr SLES 0861 BOP)Y UBIBHES QNG
YA JO
Ziot b01Z zz9 1269 1901 €028 2bs9 FLG2 996ES grouLe 46506 pSEpL) 0661
£LbZ1 ovs b8s| LESE 1965 86E€} 59vL 0261 z125k LY61Z Lortg L£866 0861 s2)1junoo Bujdojane(
10598 09615 szevd BrLLEZ 9E0bEE 250€6 £p65SZ PEVGL L26E81 121E0Z1 0P0LSL £8SLL11 066}
sovig £LbLT SISLC 115691 68SPEZ Y9656 zigirl 16918 yZresi €12911 508665 658516 0861 plIOM
ST ) BolowWy USSN X sa|1junoo Y, VIUGOOG puB | uueqaind ¥ SoI%S T uoy Tsapyunos
30_:.UUQ‘CD UCQ ﬂ_m< &QLT_OZ UC& 0&0~3w ﬂ@&OuODUO C._US_Zow oISy C_O_wdw OU..U-—:\ une’ 3—.:< :C::_QQ.S:W OC—&C.«v)UC mu_-Og
sucibal 1SO} |

uibuo jo suoihoy

(sa)juno2 1soY 29 ) "066H PUL 0BG ‘w10 jo uoiBbal Aq sjuapmis ufijaiog @ 1 alqel.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERI




Figure 1: Foreign students by region of origin, 1980 and 1990 (62 host countries):
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“The distribution of foreign students by host regions is also presented in Table 1.
Developed countries received approximately 91 per cent of the total number of foreign
students in 1890, a slight increase over 1980. During this period. the developed
countries of Europe and the former U.S.5.R. hosted about 48 per cent of the foreign
students; Northern America received about 38 per cent of these students during the
same period. As for the developed countries of Asia and Oceania, the number of
foreign students in these countries more than tripled from 18 thousand in 1980 to 56
thousand in 1990. As it concerns the developing countries, the Arab States hosted

the largest number of foreign students (more than 50 per cent of all foreign students
in developing countries during 1980 and 1920).

Inter-regional Mobility

These data can also be analysed by inter-regional mobility (Table 2). More than
60 per cent of the foreign students in developed countries were from developing
countries in both 1980 and 1990. Students from East Asia and Oceania had the
largest proportion, i.e. about 17 and 23 per cent in 1880 and 1990 respectively,
followed by those from Arab States (12 per cent in 1990). For the remaining
developing countries, the percentage distribution were: Sub-Saharan Africa (8.7 per

cent), Southern Asia (7.0 per cent) and Latin America and the Caribbean (7.1 per
cent).
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The number of foreign students in developing countries increased by abcut 5
percentage points from nearly 100 thousand in 198G to 105 thousand in 1990. It
should be noted, however, that only 10 per cent of these students were from
developed countries in 1990 which was in itself a slight increase over 1980.

Intra-regional Mobility

The movement of students between countries of the same region has an
important role especially in developed countries where certain projects have been
agreed on the exchange of students between these countries. It can be seen in Table
1 that of the 334 thousand foreign students from developed countries, 323 thousand
or 97 per cent went to other developed countries. The majority of these students
were from Europe and the former U.S.S.R. who went to other countries within this
region; within the European Communities, Greek students who went to study in italy
and the former Federal Republic of Germany as well as the Spanish and Portuguese
students who went to France and the former Federal Republic of Germany. In the
East bloc countries, most of their students abroad went to the former U.S.S.R..
Northern America received a third of total foreign students from developed countries,
the majority of whom came from Europe and the former U.S.S.R.. Students from
Northern America tended to go to the United Kingdom, the former Federal Republic of
Germany and France. Within the Northern America group, more Canadian students
went to the United States.

Table 3: Major host countries of foreign students
(20 countries)

Number of foreign students Foreign
students &s
% % of total
Host Countries 1980 1990 Change enrolment,
1990
United States 311882 407529 30.7 2.9
France 110763 136015 22.8 8.0
Germany:
Former German Dem. Rep. 7106 13343 87.8 3.0
Former Germany, Fed. Rep. 61841 107005 73.0 5.9
United Kingdom 56003 70717 26.3 6.0
Former U.S.S.R. 62942 66806 6.1 1.2
Canada 32303 35187 8.9 2.6
Belgium 12875 33335 158.9 12.3
Australia 8877 28993 226.6 6.0
Japan 6543 23816 264.0 0.9
Switzeriand 16515 22621 45.8 16.4
Italy 27784 21416 -22.9 1.5
Austria 12885 18434 43.1 9.0
Syrian Arab Republic 6276 13879 121.1 7.9
Saudi Arabia 14298 12408 -13.2 8.1
India 14710 11759 -20.1 0.2
Spain 10997 11051 0.5 0.9
Holy See 9104 10938 20.1 -
Sweden 10401 10650 2.4 6.1
1.3

Egypt 21751 10176 -63.2




Major Host Countries, 1980 and 1990

Table 3 presents data on countries which received more than 10 thousand
foreign students in 1990.

During the past decade, five contries: the United States, France, the former
Federal Republic of Germany, United Kingdom and the former U.S.S.R. together
received about 788 thousand foreign students in 1990, representing 67 ner cent of
the total foreign students in that year (see Table 1). The rest of the countries shown
in Table 3 received between 10 and 35 thousand foreign students during 1990.

Table 3 further shows the percentage change of foreign student intake between
1980 and 1990. These changes can be summarized as follows:

- Australia and Japan received three times more foreign students in their countries.
- These students more than doubled in Belgium and the Syrian Arab Republic.

- In the 5 largest host countries, foreign students increased by between 23 per
cent (in France) to 73 per cent (in the former Federal Republic of Germany).

- The most significant decreases during the two periods were in Egypt (563 per
cent), Italy (22 per cent), India (20 per cent) and Saudi Arabia (13 per cent).

Data on Table 3 are further analysed in terms of foreign students expressed as a

proportion of total enrolment in higher education for the corresponding countries of
study, in 1990.

This information shows that:

- More than one in ten of the students enrolied in higher education in Belgium and
Switzerland was a foreigner. Several other countries also had a significant
proportion of foreign students in their institutions of higher learning; these
countries included: Austria (9 per cent), France and Saudi Arabia (8 per cent),
Syrian Arab Republic (about 8 per cent), Sweden, Australia and the United
Kingdom (6 per cent).

Although the United States received the highest number of foreign students
(407529), these students represented only about 3 per cent of total enrolment
in this country. Other host countries with a low proportion of foreign students
are: the former U.S.S.R. (1.2 per cent), Japan and Spain {0.9 per cent), ltaly
(1.5 per cent) and India (0.2 per cent).
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Foreign Students in Major Host Countries by Region of Origin, 1990

Table 4 presents data on 19 major host countries which received more than 10
thousand foreign students in 1990 distributed in percentage by region of origin.

These data can be analysed as follows:

In 12 host countries, the majority of the foreign students were from developing
countries. More than 90 per cent of these students in Eaypt, Syrian Arab
Republic, India and Saudi Arabia were from developing couniries. In the
remaining 8 countries, students from developing countries were between 54 per
cent in the former Federal Republic of Germany and 87 per cent in the former
U.S.S.R..

In 5 of the 19 countries, the majority of the students were from developed
countries, ranging from 53 per cent in the Holy See to 74 per cent in
Switzerland. It should be noted that in Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Syrian Arab
Republic students from developed countries were less than one per cent of total
foreign students enrolied in these countries.

In Belgium and Spain, students from developing countries represented the same
percentage as students from developed countries (between 45 and 50%).

The distribution by region of origin shows that:

The largest proportion of foreign students in the former U.S.S.R. and India were
from Sub-Saharan Africa. However, in actual numbers, France received the
highest number of African students in 1990 (29 thousand) as against 17
thousand for the former U.S.S.R. and India and Egypt each had more than 5000.

The highest percentage of foreign students in Syrian Arab Republic, Egypt and
Saudi Arabia were from the Arab States, but the largest number of Arab
students were in: France (59 thousand), United States {21 thousand) and the
former U.S.3.R. {16 thousand).

The largest proportion of forcizii students in Spain was from Latin America and
the Caribbean. However, in absolute figures the United States hosted 42
thousand of the students from this region as against 3000 in Spain.

Japan and Australia followed by the United States and Canada enrolled the
largest proportion of the students from East Asia and Oceania; in absolute
figures, the United States had the highest number of students from this region
(136 thousand) in 1990.

20 per cent of the foreign students in India, 2000 in absolute figures, came from
Southern Asia; the largest number of students from this region, 44 thousand,
was enrolled in the United States.

Table 5 presents data on countries (including Palestine), which had each more
than 10 thousand of nationals studying abroad in 1990.

ERIC 13




Table 5. Foreign students by major countries of origin, 1980 and 1990
' (25 countries)

Country of Number of nationals studying abroad

origin 1980 1990 % increase
China 30127 93347 209.8
Japan 18066 39258 117.3
Morocco 20876 36595 75.2
Germany 22477 34850 55.0
Republic of Korea 9675 32986 240.9
India 15238 32972 116.4
Greece 31509 32184 2.1
Malaysia 35693 31497 -11.8
Iran islamic Republic 65521 30555 -63.4
Hong Kong 20625 28954 40.4
italy 13848 25647 856.2
United States 19843 24174 21.8
Turkey 14606 21460 46.9
Jordan 17030 20767 21.9
France 11159 20017 79.4
Algeria 12661 18891 49.2
United Kingdom 15776 17240 9.3
Indonesia 10957 1€835 53.6
Lebanon 15117 16531 9.4
Spain 7035 15149 118.3
Syrian Arab Republic 13701 13944 1.8
Sudan 11008 12252 11.3
Tunisia 9817 11287 15.1
Pakistan 5547 10801 94.7
Singapore 5366 10720 99.8
Palestinians 15414 12597 -18.3

This information can be summarised as follows:

The largest increases (more than 200 per cent) between 1980 and 1990 were
for the Republic of Korea and China, followed by Japan, India and Spain which had
increases of 115 per cent and above. Increases were also important in Singapore,
Pakistan and ltaly: from 85 to 99.8%.

Students from the Islamic Republic of Iran more than halved from 65521 in
1980 to 30555 in 1990. Pelestinians and Malaysians also declined by respectively
18.3% and 11.8%.

In 1990 and in actual numbers, China has become the leading country of origin.
Chinese nationals studying abroa. accounted for 8% of total foreign students
population in 1990 (see Table 1). The majority of the countries or origin of foreign
students are from Asia.

Ten of these countries are also major host countries (see Table 3). in 1990,
there were more Japanese students abroad (39258) than foreign students in Japan
(23816). Germany, which is the third major host country, is also the fourth major
country of origin. As for the largest host country, the United States, its nationals
studying abroad represent about 5 per cent of the foreign students population in this
country.

’-
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ANNEX TABLE: MAJOR HOST COUNTRIES OF FOREIGN STUDENTS, 1980 TO 1990

' : { 45 countries )
HOST COUNTRY 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Algeria 1810 2479 2648 ey
Australia 8777 16075 18207 25447 28993
Austria 12885 15388 15740 16174 16580 17306 18434
Belgium 12875 24761 20095 22555 23966 33335
Bulgaria 3988 7254 7860 7364 7121 7233 8768
Canada 28443 29496 27210 27119 28622 32144 35187
China 1381 3250 4343 4408 6400 4993 8495
Cuba 2026 3161 4075 4143 4660 4057 5654
Cyprus 331 544 598 759 859 760 1184
Former —_ slovakia 3642 4175 4534 4803 5056 5107 4803
Denmark 3035 3167 3400 4534 6609 6864
Egypt 21751 12235 11025 10729 11151 10716
Finland 610 979 1024 1168 1230 1356 1617
France 110763 131979 126762 123978 125574 143640 136015
Former German Dem. Rep. 7106 9231 9613 10351 13343
Former Germany Fed Rep 61841 79354 81724 85749 91926 97985 107005
Holy See 9104 9775 10440 9882 10567 11000 10938
Hungary 2742 2485 2479 2573 2569 2538 3310
India 11759
lreland 2845 2606 2554 2537 2889 3094 3282
ltaly 29447 26268 23259 28815 21411 20199 21788
Japan 6543 12442 14960 176414 20373 23816 .
Ireland 722 2231 .. 2467 1586 2498
Rep. of Korea 1015 978 900 1327 1598 2057 2237
Kuwait 2892 5985 4983 5152 5253 2592
Morocco 1641 2064 3621 .. 4318
Netherlands 4128 5705 7873 8351 9224 8876 .
New Zealand 2464 2618 2958 3014 3678 3595 3229
Norway . . 6907
Philippines 7901 . 5306 .
Foland 2912 2986 3113 3447 3619 4118 4259
Portugal 1318 2047 3396 . 3608 3773
Qatar 1099 1320 1309 1440 1452 1417
Romania 15888 10774 . 7062 6503 -
Saudi Arabia 14298 17607 17971 . 14012 12408
Senegal 308z 2378 1952 1603
Spain 10997 13839 11051
Sweden . 10401 y . 10650 .
Switzerland 14716 17396 13576 13925 14462 20914 22621
Syrian Arab Rep. 6267 12909 7886 13879
Tunisia 781 134¢ 1375 1514 1602 22720 2434
Turkey 6378 7021 6923 8233 7502 7904 7661
Former U.S.S R A : 74737 66806
United Kingdom 56003 53694 56726 59220 63223 70717 .
United States ' 311882 343780 349610 356187 366354 386745 407529
Yugoslavia(1) 4426 7384 7426 67857 6233 5883 5967
Note: (1)

All data refer to the Former Socialist Federal Republic Of Yugoslavia
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