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Introduction

Many living in the United States assume English is the official language of the

country, but it is not even though it is a majority of U. S. citizens speak English as

their first or second language and it is the language of our laws, constitution, and

government. The framers of the Constitution deliberately eliminated any mention

of language or any wording that gives English preference over other languages. The

view of those crafting our constitution was that new immigrants would learn the

language in order to assimilate. That is the view many today as well.

The controversy over establishing English as the one official language of the

country, however, is not a new one. This issue has surfaced at various times

throughout our history with the arguments for and against remaining the same

with little variation. Much of the controversy surrounds the question of whether

language serves as a unifying factor; can his country be unified by enforcing the use

of English over other languages or is it divisive by threatening the constitutional

rights of a segment of the population who ao not speak English or speak English in

addition to another language. Arguments motivated by immigration, a rapidly

increasing Hispanic population, and the lack of outright success of bilingual

education programs have been at the forefront of the controversy. The most recent

resurgence of the issue began in 1981 with the introduction of legislation by the late

Senator S.I. Hayakawa. His legislation, advocating an amendment to the U.S.

Constitution declaring English the official language of the country, was not passed.

Following this defeat, an active campaign to get this legislation passea at both

't)



federal and state levels has been waged by U.S. English, an organization founded by

Hayakawa and others. On the other side of the debate is the English Plus

Information Clearinghouse (EPIC) established in 1983 as a division of the National

Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Forum. EPIC opposes official-language

legislation but favors strong English language proficiency plus mastery of a second

or even multiple languages.

This bibliography, partially annotated, includes over one thousand items of

information published in various formats and arenas including books, journal,

magazine & newspaper articles, government documents, ERIC documents,

unpublished papers and media. It is arranged alphabetically within each category

type. Complete bibliographic information is provided for each entry with the

exception of some unpublished works and media.

Grants from the Arizona State University West Scholarship, Research & Creative

Activity fund were instrumental in the compilation of this bibliography. The

compiler also gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the staff of U.S. English and

the English Plus Information Clearinghouse in accessing the papers and files housed

in their collections.
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