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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Introduction

T he writing samples that follow were selected from the portfolios
of fourth grade Vermont students as examples of the various
points on Vermont's newly-revised analytic writing assessment
guide. These benchmark writing pieces, when used with the

analytic assessment guide, are guideposts for assessing student work.

The Vermont Department of Education expresses its deep gratitude to the
anonymous student authors of the following pieces, and to their teachers
and parents for granting us permission to publish these works.

The Department also wishes to recognize the considerable efforts of its
writing network leaders and especially to thank those network leaders
who served on the 1994 benchmarking committees:

Fourth Grade
Betty Boudreau
Susan Collins
Nioka Houston
Jeanne Korstange
Shayne Trubisz
Ann Rex
Susan Biggam

Eighth Grade
Andrew Green
Hasse Halley
Gordon Korstange
Irina Markova
Joyce Roof
Joan Simmons
Mimi Brailsford
Geof Hewitt

7

2



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Purpose
In assessing, ...how adequately intent and

consider... focus arc established and
maintained (success in this
criterion should not depend on
the reader's knowledge of the
writing assignment: the
writing should stand on its
own)

Ask how consistently, intent is established and

relative to length and maintained within a given

complexity... piece of writing

Extensively Establishes and maintains a
clear purpose and focus.

Frequently Establishes a purpose and
focus.

Yes

Is author's focus clear
within the writing?

No 1

Sometimes Attempts to establish a
purpose; focus of writing is
not fully clear.

Rarely Purpose and focus not
apparent.

0

4



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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Fuzzy shadow
P- It's possible to figure out that this is about a horse, but it is very confusing. Not an
apparent focus to the piece.

0- Not easily followed. Sentences and images are not clearly related to each other. Use of
"Hey" seems to signal a jump, but it doesn't help the reader.

G/U/M Some errors, but they do not distract the reader.

Fuzzy Shadow
Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/MPurpose

Extensively

Frequently V
Sometimes V V
Rarely Purpose and

focus not
apparent

6
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Printers
11- Writer seems to have a purpose (describing printers), but the focus is definitely not clwr

is the point here to inform, to entertain or to compare?

GUM- S Numerous errors relative to length; they do distract

Printers
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GAVIVI

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes Attempts to estab-
lish a purpose;
focus of writing is
not fully clear

4/

Rarely

8



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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The Seaturtle King
P- The poem has a purpose creating a murky atmosphere and describing the threat of the sea turtle to
the other creatures of the sea. The focus of the poem is not fully clear to some readers without rereading.

0- Writing moves forward, but the first stanza has some lapses that affect coherence (Hawaii... squid)

GAIN- Inconsistent use of punctuation. Handwriting might bias/distract the reader a little, but F (not S)
because &WM errors do not distract the reader..

The Seaturtle King
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively

l- requently

Sometimes

Rarely

Establishes a
purpose and
focus

9
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Christmas in Italy
P- Establishes and maintains a clear purpose and focus on
Italian ancestors' Christmas celebration. Although the description is not elaborated and
sophisticated, the piece achieves what it set out to do meets the descriptors for E.

0- Ideas flow well to support author's purpose and focus.

WI- Effective tone but not distinctive.

G&W- Verb tense changes toward the end; inappropriate use of semicolon, some spelling
errors but writing is easily understood without distraction.

Christmas in Italy .

Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/ IM

Extensively Establishes and
maintains a clear
purpose and focus

V

Frequently V V V
Sometimes

Rarely



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Organization
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...coherence:
...whether Ideas or information
are In logical sequence or move
the piece forward
...whether sentences and images
are clearly related to each other
(Indenting paragraphs is a matter
of Grammar/Usage/Mechanics)

the writing demonstrates coher-
ence

Extensively

Frequently

Organized from beginning to
end, logical progression of ideas,
fluent and coherent.

Organization moves writing
forward with few lapses in unity
or coherence.

Sometimes

1 Yes

Does the organization
move the writing

forward?

I No I

Lapse(s) in organization affect
unity or coherence.

Rarely Serious errors In organization
make writing difficult to follow.

1r
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Grandfather's Boat

When I when't to the bot I when't of
the weekend.It is my grandfather's

Il nIt
C,I
nl1m1n t11Gn 'n Lhnt T came home

monday Aug.30,1993.My grafatherdrove
the bot.I when't with my sister
Jessica,my gradmother and
grandfather.The bot is in alake.We were
in New York.We were in port henre.When
we got there we when't swimming.[
when't nightswimming with gramna and
papa.And of cors my sister Jessica.We
were in the water most of the time.The
hot staytes at mereno bowey 39.1 alsow
woks every night before we when't to
bed.We when't to the store and got hot
fog sundays.We alsow so a paper mill
it is a huge gray bilding.That is what
the paper mill locks like.At night the
paper mill is all lite up.1t lock's
much prettyer when it is all lite
up?There is slot of smoke that cames
out of the paper mill.The paper mill is

somthing that makes paper.That is where
all the paper comes from.The paper
mill really smells bad.We drove to the
Mereno.The hot was all ready there.Then
we put are logige In and my grafather
drove the hot to port henry.On sunday
we got hot fug sondays.We walk up to
the ice cream store.lhe Ice cream store
was near Kmart.I really like my
Orandparents.They are my Momus

)4.
parints.We were in lake Shampe
Plain.First we were in Vermont then on
the hot we crost under the New York

WA, brige.Then we went to port henery.My
grandparints own the bot.The hot is
really hig.It is red,white and blue.You
can sleep on the hot.We whent on school
vecashin.My Mom and Dad had to work.

THE END ?



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Grandfather's Boat
0- Serious errors in organization make it very difficult to follow. Reader needs more informa-
'ion to have piece move forward to follow the writer's ideas. This is a clear example of
serious errors in organization.

D- Details are present, but lack elaboration and don't contribute to the development of ideas,
information. Some repetition.

Grandfather's Boat
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GAM

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes d V 1/

Rarely

Serious errors in
organization make
writing difficult to follow

61/

]3
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Sugar
P- P- Writer's purpose involves reporting about sugar, but focus is not clear effects? benefits?
description?

0- Each sentence relates to the topic but sequencing is weak. Sentences shift back and forth
between facts about sugar and effects of sugar.

G/II/M- Relative to length, there are some errors here (commas, subject/verb agreement), but
not distracting.

Sugar
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/A4

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Lapse(s) in organization
affect unity or coherence

15

2 0 BES1 COPY AVAILABLE



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Most Money
0- Easily followed. but there are a few lapses. Dialogue sometimes confusing and 90t well
connected to what precedes/follows it.

1)- Details help to clarify, and do develop the ideas of the piece. Details might be called
unelaborated in this piece, but they seem to work well because they fit with the somewhat
breathless tone.

ViT- Personal expression; good choice of nouns, descriptive verbs as well as realistic dialogue.

GLUM- Paragraphing missing, comma errors but they do not distract the reader.

Most Money
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GAVIVI

Extensively

Frequently ve
Writing moves forward
with kw lapses in unity
or coherence

V V

Sometimes

Rarely
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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0- Complex story. Dialogue is fluent and connected well supports the focus of the story.

G/1.1/M- Errors that are present are incidental in view of the complexity of this piece.

Elf
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Ibne GAIN

Extensively ,ir Organized from beginning
to end, logical progression
of Ideas, fluent And
cohesive

gool

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

25
20
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Details
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...whether details develop ideas
or information
...whether details elaborate or
clarify the content of the writing
with images, careful explanation,
effective dialogue, parenthetical
expressions, stage directions, etc.

details conulbute to development
of ideas and information, evoke
images or otherwise elaborate or
clarify the content of the writing

Extensively

Frequently

Details are pertinent, vivid or
explicit and provide ideasiinforma-
tion in depth.

Details develop ideas/information;
or details are elaborated.

1 Yes

Do details enhance
and/or clarify the

writing?

Sometimes
i No I--

Details lack elaboration, merely
listed or unnecessarily repetitious.

Rarely Details are minimal, inappropriate,
or random.

26
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9th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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Reading
Focus not clear

0- Sentences not clearly related to each other, but writing can he followed.

D- Details are random they do not really support each other.

G/LVM- Some errors (relative to length and complexity) -

Reading
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

Extensively

Frequem ly

Sometimes

Rarely lktails are
inalwropri,ite, iK
random

GAM

V

22
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

We Became Friends
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We Became Friends
P- Topic is there, but lacks focus

U- Details are present, but they are simply listed and do not enhance or clarify the writing.

Va.- Personal expression/approp. tone not evident in this piece which is describing a friend.

GLUM- Numerous errors (spelling, word usage, lack of caps, over-used caps) distract the reader.

We Became Friends
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Details lark elabor-
ation, merely listed
or unnecessarily
repititious

23 7773---
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Wilderness (shape poem)
P- Purpose is established (shape poem), but focus is not maintained throughout (relative to
length and complexity). Title is misleading.

0- Images are clearly related to each other.

D- Details are effective and create a picture within the reader's mind but not vivid.

Wilderness
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively V V
Frequently

V
Details develop
ideas/Information;
or details are
elaborated

V

Sometimes

Rarely

25



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Macaroni and Cheese

CA.601-A-

frio,c,cx.ron _Lnikk

(T1 (-On I r CC...de

5 or v r/1,9 Maxie. Son)(_,

Vc-U it .Ia.nj 4 fu,1 :)1J-f iikE

.tArrjouj, 1112.e riA_Yver

firs S Dcol. etA.: 11/4 ..1re,-\*

ri (1 0,-1 15 C.. a- I- .c, IA} c,514. sec sic A-Pi-e r
()9 piece L f Ica__ Of P 01,9

na93 uue6\- 0Nna

bif inj c.ko3 710.co on Ole \-Ae-0.A. fr\co 11-1,9 Nom

fr le u..1" 1 her plc -le. So UPS

n ct..,The-11 tiers bYd- 1/41,cca_

C f113_bc_o hes:_iir ;ea.)," Yln (2-1; 1)10%17)

1.0 Let )iac,. F CL 5 ckaelen;cpl_op)._._

cs onfo AFtes- _we e___A_QxkiNeci

of,ck o,a_,/e. T.0-0-o _0- _rnom. .1to\a. ao_cx Lo\)o-i

6.1na cbE _Lxse. Ever. socc
slcuzk_ a. ve.c e\neas-c-_,

cx, -

Macaroni and Cheese
D- Details are vivid and pertinent. They create a real picture for the reader, and enhance the tone.

GUM- A few errors (wen't, missing commas, all one paragraph?) but overall strong command of
conventions.

Macaroni and Cheese
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GLUM

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Details are pertinent.
vivid or explicit and
provide Ideas,
information in depth

VI

Rarely

26
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Voice or Tone
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...whether the writing displays a
natural style, appropriate to the
narrator
...or whether the tone of the
writing is appropriate to its
content

an appropriate voice or tone is
established and maintained

Extensively

Frequently

Distinctive personal expression
or distinctive tone enhances the
writing.

Establishes personal expression
or effective tone.

Yes

Can you bear the writer/
Or, Ls the tone effective?

No I

Sometimes

Rarely

Attempts personal expression or
appropriate tone.

Personal expression or
appropriate tone not evident.

32
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Riboflavin
P- Topic is evident, but focus is not clear uses of riboflavin? where it's found?

wr- Flat tone; no evidence of appropriate (informative, explanatory) tone for the purpose of
this piece.

Riboflavin
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GLUM

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely Personal expression or
appropriate tone not
evident

28
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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Rythtun and shoes
V/T- Attempt at approp. tone (response to a performance) ("It takes a lot of practice to dance
like that...") but not effectively used for most of the piece.

G/11/M- Errors (spelling, sentence fragnent, missing capitals, no Indentation) distract.

Rythum and Shoes
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively

Frequently 6/
Sometimes

600
Attempts personal
expression or appropriate
tone

Rarely

293
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

The Great Closet Discovery
P- Excellent follow-through in piece; clear focus

D- Elaborated details but depth isn't there. Some over-use of "beautiful".

Va. Good use of conversation. You can hear the writer, but not distinctive.

G/LVM- Very few errors (some spelling and punctuation) relative to length and complexity.

The Great Closet Discovery
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GIU/M

Extensively V' V
Frequently Establishes personal

expression or appropriate
tone

Sometimes

Rarely
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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The Box
0- Logical, fluent, coherent. Organization is a real strength of this paper. And, dialogue is
"transitioned in" well.

D- Details are vivid and evoke images. Writer develops them in depth.

Va- Spooky tone for purpose. Writer effectively builds mystery. Conversation with self
enhances story.

G/U/M- Errors in spelling, punctuation and word omissions are distracting in this otherwise
engaging story.

The Box
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively
V V

Distinctive personal
expression or distinctive
tone enhances the writing

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

33
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Grammar/ Usage/
Mechanics

In assessing,
consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...the conventions of writing,
including:

'Grammar (e.g. sentence
structure, syntax)

Usage (e.g. agreement and word
choice)
'Mechanics (e.g. spelling,

capitalization, punctuation)

As appropriate to grade level,
command of conventions is
evident, through correct English or
intentional, effective departure
from conventions

Extensively

Frequently

Few or no errors present: or
departures from convention
appear intentional and are
effective.

Some crror or patterns of errors
arc present.

Yes

Does writing show
grade-approprtate
command of G/U/M?

Sometimes

Rarely

No

Numerous errors are apparent
and may distract the reader.

Errors interfere with
understanding.

A 1)
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Oldest Brother
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

P- Attempts to establish the purpow 01 Olin)! ,

0- Most of the thinking urn he followc.l. hiti in,' I, II, t ,( ti

affects unity and coherence. Not sti lin)! l',1111111

0- Mostly generic details (dark, spool. vi

I 1,t'inillk

conversation heiween die ,tit ,111( I ,i1 qq, t' howC\Vi.

seems perfunctory, so it weakens the clIcLi Liri ll ticr,,iiively .111c, Is tun('

CliLlitvt- Errors in spelling, plinclumion. Lid.: 01 quomtion nod interkle
(More than just distracting).

Oldest Brother
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

(A.1/11.1

Errors interfere with
understandinv
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Mr. Botts

Ord!" Mr, 111111'1

11111, [Ill 11ff,1111'1,11'11 1111111 11111111.j111111111111 !Well dl 1111111(101j.

111(1 Will know that leigh 1s lien! mail about how you lost
Bandit Si i 110111 Mal 11(1(1 lust flandit. Leigh is very very sad. I

don't think leiyh is going to tor give you for that. Why don't
you ever take lulu!' to out for pizza.? You only tack leigh out
to the loundry mat and the library. Ob. and why don't lion
ever call him our to him. I hone you find eandit
because Leltjh would be much happyer. I hope you'r satisfied
with what gnu 11(111P done. well I gess Mats all I have to say
for know.

Sencerely

Mr. Botts
I'- Purpose of letter (to a book character) is established but not fully clear. Additional inforniation
would help the focus of the letter.

0- Not easily followed. Relationship between sentences not linked well td..Ithis ajects coherence

0- Details lack elaboration

V/T- Reader can hear the writer but not distinctive voice or tone.

G/U/M- Spelling errors, sentence fragments, lack of capitalization, etc. distract the reader, but
don't interfere with understanding.

Mr. Botts
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GAI/M

Extensively

Frequently V
Sometimes

Rarely

V

V
Numerous errors are
apparent and distract
the reader
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Rhythem and Shoes

C17 0,d/t) (-)/1/

IA0 oc.5 151 tja)e_l
I ,

Ca le -7///2 /I) 5 ()///0_)cdh
/ Ai/. 1) ((-)01ilej (0)9'

t'kedr_ -f C (4-:c ,

tioc) ctr e o(1

-p)ey ;/,z-f)
Tlie/ oryr c_ I v )

dc40c/f/i9 livid /c(-41

50 Iv Si-Kr(' oiut,(1( / /131 ho.
fri/ Olve 1A-A)7)1(' )

71-60 q rOgt.P# 71/
W 015 CIL { (.1

Rhythem and Shoes
P- Purpose and focus arc established (reaction to performance giving opinion) but not clearly.

0- Sentences not well related to each other affects unity and coherence.

1)- Not elaborated

WU- Attempt at appropriate tone just barely ("I might recommend this to somebody")

GUM- Some errors in spelling (rhythem, reccommend) and a Missini; period at the end of a
sentence. Relative to length and complexity- F. Again, beware of possible handwriting bias.

Rhythem and Shoes
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

1:xtensively

1-requently

Sometimes

Rarely

G/LI/M

Some errors or pattern%
("terror; MC present

38
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

THL !IL ('1,111.:

un(- %!hr.r1 I \./.i'; .11)1Mit
ye,Tir!: .i1)(111t 3t-.21ct1 liti it)

(71f. %.)ith mv k)r-c-thf,r,
my f:;1! Paic-Ae, and my

T rr 1 1 rl I he. . Had
six Cthf2.! ,at-f2 just crlucf-3). mY
sister- called a two. my Hr-other
a ane. and I coiled .3

Dad and I had to roll acia i n so wc-
Old. Dad railed a five and I railed a
four_

We were sittind' in this-
accanclement: Dad was on one side.
l-11s left sat Jeremy. Next to him
rr-w and neD.,:t to me sat Paide.

he TO
shoul
ear:T;le

1

tEi'lnce

sat

Ince Dad got the highest number,
t to go first. Dad thought it
d go clockwise since that was the
st way for it ta da.
was so young then I thought it
ightfully my turn to go next

I got the second highest numiDer.
Now we were In the wrong order.
1 Bald, "I WA

Then everybody sa
and threw it
upstairs and
cried.

I pi
on t
sere

NT TO GO SECOND!!!"
id."01<ay," but I was
cked up the Cluebaard
he floor! Then I ran
amed my head off and

Dad came up and tried to calm me
dawn.

After that I came downstairs and
played a regular game of Clue with
Deici, Jeremy, and Palcie.

After my .rage I felt ashamed.
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Rage of Clue
I'- Purpose established: focus is sometimes confusing.

) Writing moves forward NV6 few 1,111Se,, !ionic clearer transitions would help tin,, vely
promising piece.

D- Details are elaborated, not yet vivid or in depth.

WI.- Effective personal expression and nice style developing; one eon hear the writer rNi vci
distinctive.

CAUM- Very few errors; strung command of conventions.

Rage of Clue
Purpose Organization Details

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

-15

Voice or Tone (11/N1
l'Nd 11.1(111 MC' fv.

Irmo
(onvention arrc,ir !pi, 1,

an.1,iir rll In
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