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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Introduction

he writing samples that follow were selected from the portfolios
of fourth grade Vermont students as examples of the various
points on Vermont's newly-revised analytic writing assessment
guide. These benchmark writing pieces, when used with the
analytic assessment guide, are guideposts for assessing student work.

The Vermont Depaniment of Education expresses its decp gratitude 1o the
anonymous student authors of the following picces, and to their teachers
and parents for granting us permission to publish these works.

The Department also wishes to recognize the considerable cfforts of its
writing nerwork leaders and especially to thank those network leaders
who served on the 1994 benchmarking committees:

Fourth Grade Eighth Grade
Betty Boudreau Andrew Green
Susan Collins Hasse Halley
Nioka Houston Gordon Korstange
Jeanne Korstange Irina Markova
Shayne Trubisz Joyce Roof
Ann Rex Joan Simmons
Susan Biggam Mimi Brailsford

Geof Hewitt

———
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Purpose

In assessing,
consider...

Ask how consistently,
relative to length and
complexity...

...how adequately intent and
focus are established and
maintained (success in this
criterion should not depend on
the reader's knowledge of the
writing assignment: the
writing should stand on its
wn)

intent is established and
maintained within a given
picce of writing

Extensively

Frequently

Establishes and maintains a
clear purposc and focus.

Establishes a purpose and
focus.

IYCS}

Is author's focus clear
within the writing?

Sometimes

Rarely

e |
| No |

Attempits to establish a
purpose; focus of writing is
not fully clear.

Purpose and focus not
apparent.
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Hent ! "m W&&___qh ot

& JMJ el Ll gpo—
A /,oﬂ/(/ ?J.J % b'@f:é,

S Comayp and ArI- gazz
W\/ < - /"fwiv/ /M,W

Fuzzy shadow

P- It's possible to figure out that this is about a horse, but it is very confusing. Not an
apparent focus to the piece.

O- Not easily followed. Sentences and images are not clearly related to each other. Use of
“Hey” seems to signal a jump, but it doesn't help the reader.

GAVM Some errors, but they do not distract the reader.

Fuzzy Shadow
Purpose Organization | Details | Voice or Tone GuUM
Extensively
Frequently v
Sometimes v v
Rarel Purpose and
y focus notan ‘/
apparent
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

Printers
P- Wrriter seems to have a purpose (describing printers), but the focus is definitely not clear
— is the point here to inform, to entertain or to compare?

G/WM- S Numerous errors relative to length; they do distract

Printers

Purpose Organization | Details | Voice or Tone GAWM

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes | Attempts to estab-

lish a purpose; v v v v

focus of writing is
not fully clear

Nlarcly
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S

The— __<eater e Aoy

_ The _ouwrk,_Fhe__co/d,

_The _marfiy. wirfers ot  Ahz 2 A S,
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The Seaturtle King

P-The poem has a purpose — creating a murky atmosphere and describing the threat of the sea turtle to
the other creatures of the sea. The focus of the poem is not fully clear to some readers without rereading.

O- Writing moves forward, but the first stanza has some lapses that affect coherence (Hawaii... squid)

G/LM- Inconsistent use of punctuation. Handwriting might bias/distract the reader a little, but F (not S)

because GUM errors do not distract the reader..

The Seaturtle King

Purpose Organization | Details | Voice or Tone GUW/M

Extensively
Frequently | Establishes a

pupose and v v v v

focus
Sometimes
Rarely o

9
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

&

Christmas in Italy
P- Establishes and maintains a clear purpose and focus on
Italian ancestors’ Christmas celebration. Although the description is not elaborated and
sophisticated, the picce achieves what it set out to do — meets the descriptors for E.

O- Ideas flow well to support author’s purpose and focus.

V/T- Effective tone but not distinctive,

G/WM- Verb tense changes toward the end; inappropriate use of semicolon, some spelling
errors — but writing is easily understood without distraction.

Christmas in Italy

Purposc Organization | Details | Voice or Tone GWM

Exten sively Establishes and

oo dtoss | Y
Frequently v v v
Sometimes
Rarely

16




4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Organization

In assessing,
consider...

Ask how
consistently,
relative to length
and complexity...

..coherence:

..whether tdeas or information
are tn logical sequence or move
the plece forward

...whether sentences and images
are clearly related to each other
(Indenting paragraphs is a matter
of Grammar/Usage/Mechanics)

the writing demonstrates coher-
ence

Extensively

Frequently

Organized from beginning to
end, logical progression of ideas,
fluent and coherent.

Organization moves writing
forward with few lapses in unity
or coherence.

| Yes |
L
Does the organization

move the writing
forward?

Sometimes

Rarely

| No |

Lapse(s) in organization affect
unity or coherence.

Serious errors in organization
make writing difficult to follow.

17

12
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Grandfather’s Boat

When | when't to the bot I when't of
the weekend.It is my grandfather's

and grandmother's bot.I came home
monday Aug.30.|993zﬁr grafatherdrove
the bot.I when't with my sister
Jessica,my gradmother and
grandfather.The bot is in alake.He were
in New York.We were in port henre.HWhen
we got there we when't swimming. [
when't nightswimming Wwith gramna and
papa.And of cors my sister Jessica.le
were in the water most of the time.The
hot staytes at mereno bowey 39.[ alsow
woks every night before we when't to
bed.Ne when’t to the store and got hot
fog sundays.We alsow so a paper mill
it is a huge ?ray bilding.That is what
the paper mill locks like.At night the

paper mill is all lite up.It lock's

® much pretiyer when it is all lite
up?There is alot of smoKe that cames
out of the paper mill.The paper mill is

somthing that makes paper.That is where
all the paper comes from.The paper
mill really smells bad.He drove to the
Mereno.The hot was all ready there.Then
we put are loglye In and my grafather
drove the bot to port henry.UOn sunday
we got hot fug sondays.He walk up to
the ice cream store.lhe ice cream store
was near Kmart.l really |ike my
Grandparents.They are my Mom"s
Barlnts.ue were in lake Shampe
lain.First we were in Vermont then on
the bot we crost under the New York
brige.Then we went to port henery,My
grandparints own the bot.The hot is
really big.It is red,white and blue.You
can sleep on the hot.We whent on school
vecashin.My Mom and Dad had to work.

THE  END 7

18
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Grandfather’s Boat
O- Serious crrors in organization make it very difficult to follow. Reader needs more informa-

«ion to have piece move forward — to follow the writer’s ideas. This is a clear example of
serfous errors in organization.

D- Details are present, but lack elaboration and don’t contribute to the development of ideas,
information. Some repetition.

Grandfather’s Boat

Purposc Organization Details | Voice or Tone G/uUM

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes | ¢/ v v

Serious errors in .
organization make V
Rarely writing difficult to follow

13

14
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P- Wrriter's purpose involves reporting about sugar, but focus is not clear — effects? benefits?
description?

O- Each sentence relates to the topic but sequencing is weak. Sentences shift back and forth
between facts about sugar and effects of sugar.

G/AW/M- Relative to length, there are some errors here (commas, subject/verb agreement), but
not distracting.

Sugar
Purpose Orpanization Detalls | Voice or Tone GAWV/M -
Extensively
Frequently v
Sometime
s ‘/ Lapse(s) in organization V V
affect unity or coherence

15
2 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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The Most Mo"e"j T ve Ever Fownd

-ho-se ond L

my
Saw Somctheng v
the, roa & = T went . over. to sce ——what Lk
was - I+ a_PFe,a.Yc.aL., to be: a-
Oohne huhndrd doiay bl vn the
S+yects LT -PLaKe.cL O 1 wp o-hd 1
_¥Yamn.. home ond. T tolk. My _Mom.,

.She ran down the . ..41.'41,.{;.55--_
Albvrmoct fell -. Tﬁ‘_\.:,n.. she Soid)CCAre you-
l'b)'

Kkidding? No ! I Soid, “Dm_not

k (: ddin 4.’ Y Then—_m Y--SustRY. LANMS
dowin Fre Stailrs in  Wonder angd <he
--goufi,.) Lo Whaet J'S__al«b The camma J’Lan
about [ ¢ My _mom  said SCTOWne

found. o ane , hunsred dodblar 0Ll
l:h the ..{'.'rc.“'o)a NO Wd,g .h) € Yes woy M

z sailol.Cwe ore ..chwrn.:hﬁ it to The
paLicc,;\Sal', b wmom. ““No Wm!j\-" €CYes oy )
15&1‘4(,) ‘&J.:L{, ea.sg come ..“Za..Sy gc.“’ We oo K
¥ to  Fhe police storion, The end

21
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

(' Most Money

O- Easily followed. but there are a few lapses. Dialogue sometimes confusing and not well
connected to what precedes/follows it.

D- Details help to clarify, and do develop the ideas of the piece. Details might be called

unclaborated in this piece, but they seem to work well because they fit with the somewhat
breathless tone.

V/T- Personal expression; good choice of nouns, descriptive verbs as well as realistic dialoguc.

G/WM- Paragraphing missing, comma errors — but they do not distract the reader.

Most Money
Purpose Organization Details | Voice or Tone GAW/M

Extensively

Frequent! Wiriting moves forward

requentty v with few lapses in unity v v V4
of coherence
Sometimes
Rarely

22
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Mo e Al ’ki/”y{» rold ®
o Ao L fine
y e qmiZ A Hid
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T

cf_{ 8

/

O- Complex story. Dialogue is fluent and connected well - supports the focus of the story.

G/WM- Errors that are present are incidental in view of the complexity of this piece.

Elf
Purpose Organization Details | Voice or Tone GAVM
o nized jnnl
Extensively v g'ga vy c':“prb:g‘ﬂdg v v v
of ideas, fluentand
cohesive
Frequently
Sometimes
Rarely .
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

" Details

In assessing, --wWhether details develop ideas
consider.., Or information
..whether details elaborate or
clarify the content of the writing
with images, careful cxplanation,
effective dialogue, parenthetical
expressions, stage directions, etc.
Ask how details coniribute to development
consistently of ideas and information, evoke
relative fo length’ images or otherwise elaborate or
and complexity clarify the content of the writing
Extensively Details are pertinent, vivid or
Y explicit and provide ideas/informa-
tion in depth.
Frequently Details develop ideas/information;
quently or details are elaborated.
| Yes |
I |
Do detatls enbance
and/or clarilfy the
writing?
| I
| No i
Sometimes Details lack elaboration, merely
listed or unnecessarily repetitious.
Rarely Detalls are minimal, inappropriate,

or random.




4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pleces
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Reading
- Focus not clear

(- Sentences not clearly related to each other, but writing can be followed.
- Details are random — they do not really support each other.

G/WM- Some emors (relative to length and complexity) — spelling.

Reading

b S — .

Purpose | Organization Details Voicc or Tone | GAVM
-]
Extensively
Frequently v
Sometimes | ¢ v v

Details are nuninial,
inappropriate, of
random

Rarcly
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:

We Became Friends

wie. became  (vrends whea L

Lived  Nexted Dhonto S [Te bhaS
Mot oF [ose Ball CardS aviy.
Copnics e [ike Yo P)a)( [y Ar 2
Tag ﬁf‘lnCV and /V/'h'l!chu)o ’U!» Lim ¥, ‘/fci’

& o S/slen Gid gnee Kvor iy

l’h‘S“ Man§ /VGrre. t’S Lyvane /'/fLS 9:\,1{
MNage. 15 L o . He nad gn arofne’ LiJ
7L/»(,7“ / /:y_eﬁ . p/o"/'dq‘/. h's Navic
) Hcrg], We Went 46 Fhe Wfhnd
un'vfcché/‘\\//z (PJ&){ Sol e vV
‘i’@gek Tev

We Became Friends
P- Topic is there, but lacks focus

D- Details are present, but they are simply listed and do not enhance or clarify the writing.
V/T- Personal expression/approp. tane not evident in this piece which is describing a friend.

G/WM- Numerous errors (spelling, word usage, lack of caps, over-used caps) distract the reader.

We Became Friends
Purpose | Organization Details Voice or Tone GAYM
Extensively
Frequently
Sometimes Dt lac clabor- -
ation, merely liste
“ V or unneccss.);nly V
repititious
Rarcly v
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pleces

. Wildemess (shape poem)
P- Purposc is established (shape poem), but focus is not maintained throughout (relative to
length and compilexity). Title is misleading.
O- Images are clearly related to each other.

D- Details are cffective and create a picture within the reader's mind — but not vivid.

Wilderness

Purposc | Organization Details Voice or Tone GumM
Extensively v v
Frequent! Details develop
| y ‘/ ideas/information: ‘/
or details are
elaborated
Sometimes
Rarely
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Macaroni and Cheese
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Macaroni and Cheese
D- Details are vivid and pertinent. They create a real picture for the reader, and enhance the tone.

GUM:- A few errors (wen't, missing commas, ali one paragraph?) but overall strong command of
conventions.

Macaroni and Cheese

Purpose | Organization Details Voice or Tone GAwM
Extensivel Details are pertinent,
Y v v vivid or explicit and v v

provide ideas/
information in depth

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely )
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

o — -
Voice or Tone

In assessing, ..whether the writing displays a
consider... natural style, appropriate to the
narrator
..or whether the tone of the
writing is appropriate to its
content

Ask how an appropriate voice or tonc is
consistently, established and maintained
relative to length
and complexity...

Extensively Distinctive personal expression
or distinctive tone enhances the
writing.

. Frequently Eqblishes personal expression
or effective tone.

IlYes}

Can you bear the writer?
Or, is the tone effective?

| No |
| I

Sometimes Attempts personal expression or
appropriate tone.

Rarely Personal expression or
appropriate tone not evident.
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Riboflavin
P- Topic is evident, but focus is not clear — uses of riboflavin? where it's found?

V/T- Flat tone; no evidence of appropriate (informative, explanatory) tone for the purpose of
this picce.

] (]
Riboflavin
Purpose | Organization | Details Voice or Tone GAUM
Extensively
Frequently v v
Sometimes | ¢/ v
Rarely Personal expression or
appropriate tone not
evident
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pleces
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who did. @ backs T1o. T4 dalses a r0d of
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a lof Of...peop/o Phevec. 7 1. Fe the hand
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ace do go.and I Lised. t,

Rythum and shoes

V/T- Attempt at approp. tone (response to a performance) (“It takes a lot of practice to dance
like that...”) but not effectively used for most of the piece.

GAU/M- Errors (speiling, sentence fragment, missing capitals, no Indentation) distract.

Rythum and Shoes
Purpose | Organization | Details Voice or Tone GUM
Extensively
Frequenty | ¢/
Sometimes Attempts personal
v v expression or appropriate v
tone
Rarely
29
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

' The Great Closet Discovery
P- Excellent follow-through in piece; clear focus

D- Elaborated details — but depth isn't there. Some over-use of “beautiful”.
V/T- Good use of conversation. You can hear the writer, but not distinctive.

G/W/M- Very few errors (some spelling and punctuation) relative to length and complexity.

The Great Closet Discovery

Purpose | Organization | Details Voice or Tone GUWM
Extensively | ¢/ v v
Frequently Establishes personal
V expression or appropriate
tone
Sometimes
Rarely




4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces
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The Box
O- Logical, fluent, coherent. Organization is a real strength of this paper. And, diatogue is
“transitioned in” well,
D- Details are vivid and evoke images. Writer develops them in depth.

V/T- Spooky tone for purpose. Writer effectively builds mystery. Conversation with sclf

enhances story.
G/WM- Emors in spelling, punctuation and word omissions are distracting in this otherwise
engaging story.
The Box
Purposc | Organization | Details Voice or Tone G
Extensively Distinctive personal
V “ V expression or distinctive
tone enhances the writing
Frequently
. Sometimes v
Rarely

33
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

.G;;ﬁimar/ Llsétgé/ |
Mechanics

In assessing,
consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

..the conventions of writing,
including:

*Grammar (c.g. sentence
structure, syntax)

*Usage (e.g. agreement and werd
choice)

*Mechanics (e.g. spelling,
capitalization, punctuation)

As appropriate to grade level,
command of conventions i
evident, through correct English or
intentional, effective departure
from ¢onventions

Extensively

Frequently

Few or no errors present: or
departures from convention
appear intentional and are
cffective.

Some errons or pattems of errors
are present.

Does writing show
grade-apropriate
command of G/U/M?
|

J Yes f___

Sometimes

Rarely

iNo[

Numerous errors are apparent
and may distract the reader.

Errors interfere with
understanding.
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Oldest Brother
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picoes

Q- Most of the thinking can be followed bt the Jege e e

Oldest Brotha
- Attemipts 1o establish the parpose of wlimg abowt ko

affects unity and coherence. Not stiony o bt

- Mostly generic details (dark, spooty)

V/T- The conversation between the two bove e danantemipgt ot vote Phe ending, howevae,
i P

ot ebabworancd

cobe et poobilent.

seems perfunctory, so it weakens the efica Lack of shenpth nepatively altects wne

g

G/UM- Errors in spelling, punctuation, fack of quotanon maibs interfere with umderstanding:
(More than just distracting).

Purpose | Organization
_Extcn sively
Frequently
Sometimes | ¢/ ;/
Rarely |

v

11

Oldest _Bro_tvhcr

Details | Voice or Tone

GAM

Eerors interfere with
understanding!

(%)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

Mr. Botts

Hear M Botts

L e descusted aath how gou have heen acing latiy.
Hid gou know that tegh s very mad about how you lost
yandil, Soonow that gau fast Bandit. Leigh is very very sad. |
don't think letghs going to for give you for that. Why don't
you ever take leigh to out far pizza.? You only tack leigh out
to the loundry mat and the hibrary. 0h. and why don’t you
ever call him our wingin to him. | hope you find Bandit
because Lewgh uould be much happyer. | hope you'r satisfied

wilth what you have done. well | gess thats all | have to say
for know.

Sencerely

Mr. Botts
- Purpose of letter (to a book character) is established but not fully clear. Additional inforniation
would help the focus of the letter.
O- Not easily followed. Relationship between sentences not linked well — this affects coherence
D- Details Jack elaboration

V/T- Reader can hear the writer — but not distinctive voice or tone.

G/U/M- Spelling errors, sentence fragments, lack of capitalization, ctc. distract the reader, but
don't interfere with understanding.

Mr. Botts
Purpose | Organization | Detalls | Voice or Tone GAM
Extensively
Frequently | ¢/ v
Sometimes Numerous crrors are
“ V apparent and distrat
the reader
o e e
Rarely
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Rhythem and Shoes

/\/l 0,5/;7 Jorl / Al V//I Cry
4 N(,I 5)/10(;5‘ // 5 tjé){)(J, - /ny [1 / -
eccomend 7h7s 5 v «;/ml/ﬁ
= WOHM;‘?}/‘ /)?/ J (}1/ O de
T kel Hhe e o /
(/\;l[ 5 gcsy Ly ¢ /UOC Wh,c//u
CJ(J Fhree. g/ vy (“///
/{a cC5 }‘)e)/ (/1/(/(’ L/O{,/L/// /
/a/’ duﬂ@'ng U A /Fa
ol Shae 7 danc/n Doy
were  Fwllve g u/ /{‘ n
Fhe 3/}@/ /Vl/ mmu/
was clit

Rhythem and Shoes
I*- Purpose and focus are established (reaction to performance — giving opinion) but not clearly.

(- Sentences not well related to each other — affects unity and coherence.
D- Nt elaborated
\/1- Attempt at appropriate tone — just barely ... (*I might recommend this to somebody")

GUM- Some erors in spelling (rhythem, reccommend) and a missing periad at the end of a
sentence. Relative to fength and complexity- F. Again, beware of possible handwriting bias.

Rhythem and Shoes
Purpose | Organization | Details Voice or :rqpi -
lxthSWCIy
Hkquemly V Same efrars of patterns
ol crrors are present

Sometimes \/ ‘/ V
Rarely

S N N | I
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

B O R R P R A L B O

Une S f bt ey ppeacory wobhve g I x7ai<s aaboeouat
1 i wves AA I G b oot tr ] od i [ IR o st .oart rics { 2
vl cey & crAarmnes oo f Clares w2 thy oy korothey |,
Je ~emy . my 3 lent e Palae , ancd my cdcdoact,

Jim .

T el ey thve il cres Mad ol leci
=i ClLhercse ap-e> st Qquier<s<exe3 2 , 0 1Yy
=ls=ter rol led a two. my throther ol et
a ane. and I rolled a <1 w0 .

Dad and I had to rall again sa we
aid. Dad rolled a five and I rolled a
four .

We were sitting in this
aAarranaement : Dad was aon aone side. To
Ni= left sat Jeremy . Mex<t tao him sat

mer* AaAnci nmnext to me sat Paige.

Slnce Dad agot the hlghest numbboer
ne caot to go flerst. Dad thought It
. ~hould ao clockwlse slilnce that was the
caslest way for 1t to go.

f

1 was sa voung then 1 thought 11t
wans rfanhntfully my turn to ao next
=ince 1 got the second highest numioer.

[How we were Iin the wrong order.

1 sald, "I WANT TO GO sSECAONDE ¢ o

Then evervbody sald."Okay.," but 1 was
fumling mad. I plecked up the Clueboard
and threw 1t on the floor'! Then I rcan

upstalrs and screamed my head aoff and
crled.

Dad came up and trled to calm me
dawn .

After that I came downstalrs and
pPlaved a reacaular agame of Clue with
Dacd, Jeremy. and Palge.

After my radcage | felt ashamed.

1
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Picces

Rage of Clue

- Purpose established; focus is sametimes confusing.

O Writing moves forward with few lapses. Some clearer transitions would help this very
prromising piece.

D- Detdils are claborated, not yet vivid orin depth.

V/T- Effective personal expression and nice style developing: ane can hear the writer Not v
distinctive.

WL/M- Very few errors; strong command of conventions.

»_ Rage of Clue

Purpose | Organization | Details | Voice or Tone GWA/M

Fxtensively Few of noeror. are pre

senl, of depaslines i

CONVCRTIER Appear 1nten
fonal and e efledi

Fr'cqucnlnlly v ‘/ ‘/ v

Sometimes

i
I
)
I
3

Rarely

10

(%)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:
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