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English as a Second Language Level I-A
Introduction:
This level is sub-divided in order to address the basic differences between ESL learners who are not
literate in any language and who have no formal educational experience, and those who are literate in their
native language and who have had formal education. nonliterate learners will enter track 1-A. Literate ESL
learners will enter track I-B. The tracks will necessarily cover similar content, since both tracks introduce
learners to English. Track I-A, however, will move at a slower pace and include fewer contexts for
language use than track I-B.

Goal: At the end of Level I-A (non-literate level), students will be able to: function with some difficulty in
situations related to immediate needs; handle tasks in which basic communication skills can be
demonstrated; communicate with great difficulty with native speakers; and will have acquired the
basic literacy skills to proceed to a Level I-B or a Level II class.

Listening and Observing Competencies:

1 .0 Understand oral directions and supporting cues

1 .1 Follow simple directions.

1 .2 Respond to common body language, gestures or facial cues (e.g., nodding for "yes," shaking
the head for "no," shrugging the shoulders for "I don't know," hand up for "stop.").

2.0 Understand English sound-symbol correspondence

2.1 Recognize the correspondence between the regular sound of the consonants and the
written symbol.

2.2 Differentiate among the initial, final, and medial sounds of the consonants

2.3 Differentiate between vowels and consonants.

2.4 Identify the short vowel sounds / "br; / 6/ "bet"; /39/ -bar; / ai -box-; /0/ 1Dur
with difficulty in familiar vocabulary items.

3.0 Differentiate and indicate understanding of statements and questions based on grammatical
structure and intonation patterns.

3.1 Distinguish questions from statements by listening to the statement and answering the
question.

4.0 Understand common vocabulary related to needs and wants.

4.1 Identify basic needs and wants.

Speaking Competencies:

1.0 Use appropriate verbal and nonverbal behavior to express immediate needs.

1 .1 State a basic need or want.

1 .2 Use appropriate nonverbal behavior to communicate a basic need or want (e.g., gestures for
too big, too small, come here, move forward or backward, make a circle, quiet, louder, that
one).
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2

2.0 Respond to yes/no questions about tne immediate situation and give appropriate personal
information: (e.g., name, address, phone number) when asked.

2.1 Answer information questions concerning personal information.

2.2 Respond to yes/no questions about an immediate situation.

3.0 Pronounce many sounds of English in an understandable manner.

3.1 Pronounce the regular consonant sounds of English with difficulty.

3.2 Pronounce the short vowel sounds / I / "Ur; / &I "bet"; law -bate: la/ -box-;
/0/ "bur occurring in single syllabic words, with difficulty.

4.0 Use basic vocabulary to describe the environment or a situation.

4.1 Describe objects in the environment in short statements and phrases.

4.2 Report an activity or fact about a situation using short statements and phrases.

Reading Competencies:

1.0 Recognize most standard words on personal information forms (e.g., name, address).

1.1 Extract information from words on a personal information form.

2.0 Read and understand times and dates including clock time.

2.1 Read the time from a clock face and a digital readout.

2.2 Read dates.

3.0 Recognize and understand alphabetical and numerical order

3.1 Sort items according to numerical order.

3.2 Sort items according to alphabetical order.

4.0 Read simple words, phrases.

4.1 Apply basic phonic rules to sound out simple words.

4.2 Identify sight words in his/her immediate environment.

Writing Competencies :

1.0 Print upper/lower case letters and numbers so that they are recognizable.

1.1 Print the upper and lower case letters

1.2 Write numbers.

2.0 Copy information onto simple forms.

2.1 Copy necessary personal information onto a simple form.
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Computation Competencies:

1.0 Recognize the value of basic currency and coins, and make change correctly.

1.1 Count currency and coins.

1.2 Make change correctly.

2.0 Count by l's, 5's, and 10's to 100.

2.1 Count items by l's, 5's, and 10's.

3.0 Understand the operations of addition and subtraction.

3.1 Perform the operation of addition.

3.2 Perform the operation of subtraction.
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English as a Second Language Level I-B
Goal: At the end of Level I-B (basic literate level), students will be able to: function with some difficulty in
situations related to immediate needs; handle routine, entry-level jobs that involve only the most basic oral
communication and in which all tasks can be demonstrated; communicate with great difficutty with native
English speakers; and will have acquired the basic literacy skills to enable them to proceed to a Level II

class.

Listening and Observing Competencies:

1.0 Understand oral directions and supporting cues (e.g,, classroom, medical, safety, and work
situations).

1.1 Follow directions in a variety of situations.

1.2 Respond appropriately to body language or other supporting cues (gestures, facial
expressions).

2.0 Understand English sound-symbol correspondence.

2.1 Recognize the correspondence between the consonant blends/digraphs and the written
symbols.

2.2 Discriminate between short vowel sounds / / "bir: / e,/ "ben /39/ -bar; /a/ "box':
10/ "bur and long vowel sounds /iy/ "heat," /ey/ "hate," /ow/ "boat" and /uw/

"tube" and identify the appropriate written symbol for each.

2.3 Recognize the correspondence between the diphthongs /oy/ "boy," /aw/ "cow," /ay/ "side."

3.0 Understand and differentiate statements from questions based on grammatical structure and
intonation patterns.

3.1 Discriminate among statements, yes/no, and tag questions.

3.2 Discriminate between statements and information questions.

4.0 Understand appropriate forms of address.

4.1 Identify the appropriate form of address in a life-skill situation.

5.0 Understand common vocabulary of basic needs and wants (e.g., clothing, food, body parts,
occupations, locations, relationships).

5.1 Identify basic needs and wants.

6.0 Understand vocabulary of basic rules and regulations (e.g., traffic, work, citizenship).

6.1 Follow a rule or regulation.
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Speaking Competencies:

1.0 Use appropriate verbal and nonverbal behavior to express immediate needs.

1 .1 State a basic need or want.

1 .2 Ask simple questions to get information concerning basic needs and wants.

1.3 Use appropriate nonverbal behavior to communicate a basic need or want.

2.0 Ask and respond to questions, or make statements about the immediate situation on the telephone
or in person.

2.1 Respond to questions asked in person or on the telephone about the immediate situation.

2.2 Ask a question in person or on the telephone.

2.3 Make statements to give personal information.

3.0 Pronounce many English sounds in an understandable manner.

3.1 Pronounce the consonant blends and digraphs with difficulty.

3.2 Pronounce long vowel sounds: /iy/ "heat," /ey/ "late," /ow/ "boat," /uw/ lube" and the
diphthongs boy/ "boy," /aw/ "cow," and /ay/ "side," in words with difficulty.

4.0 Initiate and maintain simple conversations using appropriate forms of address (e.g., Ms., Mrs., Mr. or
given name).

4.1 Use the appropriate form of address when conversing.

4.2 Begin and continue a very simple conversation in a life-skill context.

5.0 Use appropriate basic vocabulary and phrases for specific situations (e.g., life-skill, employment).

5.1 Apply basic vocabulary and phrases to specific situations where needed (e.g., life-skill,
employment).

6.0 Use basic vocabulary to describe the environment or situation.

6.1 Describe human characteristics and personality in simple terms.

6.2 Describe objects in the environment in simple terms.

6.3 Report an activity or facts about a situation in simple terms.

Reading Competencies:

1.0 Recognize and read words and symbols on signs and warning labels.

1.1 Extract meaning from words used on signs and labels in the environment.

1.2 Correctly interpret symbols commonly used in the environment.
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2.0 Recognize most standard sight words on personal information forms (e.g., "name," "address").

2.1 Identify words on a personal information form.

3.0 Read and understand times and dates, including clock time.

3.1 Tell time using a clock face and a digital readout.

3.2 Read dates.

3.3 Extract information from timetables.

4.0 Read simple statements.

4.1 Apply basic phonetic rules to sound out very simple words.

4.2 Sight read simple sentences with familiar vocabulary using context clues and sound/symbol
relationships.

5.0 Recognize and understand alphabetical and numerical order.

5.1 Sort items according to alphabetical order.

5.2 Sort items according to numerical order.

5.3 Sort items according to alphanumeric order.

5.4 Locate a word, number, or item in a sequence

6.0 Read common abbreviations (e.g., names, general terms, measurements of weight, volume, length,
width, height, and distance).

6.1 Identify abbreviations and their corresponding long forms in the American measurement
system.

6.2 Identify common abbreviations for names, general terms, days, months, and postal terms.

Writing Competencies:

1.0 Complete personal information and other simple forms (e.g., money orders, applications, and time
cards).

1.1 Fill out a form accurately and neatly.

2.0 Print and write upper/lower case letters and numbers so that they are recognizable.

2.1 Write upper and lower case letters in cursive.

2.2 Write numbers legibly.

3.0 Write simple statements.

3.1 Write simple statements.
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Computation Competencies:

1.0 Recognize the value of basic currency and coins, and make change.

1.1 Count currency and coins.

1.2 Make change coirectly.

2.0 Count by l's, 5's, and 10's to 1,000.

2.1 Count items by l's, 5's, and 10's to 1,000.

3.0 Understand the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.

3.1 Perform the operation of addition carrying to the 100's position.

3.2 Perform the operation of subtraction borrowing from the 10's and 100's position.

3.3 Perform the operation of multiplication including simple carrying.

3.4 Perform the operation of division with a one-digit divisor.

4.0 Use the American measurement system to measure weight, volume, length, width, and height.

4.1 Measure weight, volume, length, width, and height.

5.0 Interpret bills or receipts.

5.1 Relate the amount of the bill or the receipt to the actual amount used (utilities), purchased
(goods and services) or paid (job).
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English as a Second Language Level II

Goal: At the end of Level II (Beginning), students will be able to satisfy basic survival needs and some
limited social demands; handle jobs and job training with simple oral and basic written instruction;
comprehend some basic citizenship materials; and communicate with some difficulty when dealing with
native English speakers.

Listening and Observing Competencies:

1.0 Discriminate English voice patterns (stress, pitch, rhythm, intonation) among questions, statements,
and imperatives.

1.1 Discriminate among questions, statements, and imperatives from voice patterns.

2.0 Understand short conversations on familiar topics in person and on the telephone.

2.1 Identify important information in simple conversations in person and on the telephone
(e.g., who, what, when, where and how).

2.2 Recognize requests for information or assistance.

3.0 Respond to warnings and simple directions.

3.1 Follow simple oral directions.

3.2 Respond appropriately to simple warnings.

4.0 Understand rules and regulations (e.g., work, school, citizenship)

4.1 Respond appropriately to a rule or regulation.

4.2 Identify the significant elements of the rule (who is affected, what situation is addressed, what
procedures are mandated, what the penalty is, etc.)

5.0 Understand basic differences in formal and informal language (including reduced speech patterns).

5.1 Recognize reduced speech patterns (gonna, hafta, ta, 'n, gimme, ya, dunno, kin, da, fer, 'e,
'is, 'im, 'er, and 'em).

5.2 Recognize high frequency slang expressions and the corresponding formal expressions
(e.g., greetings, etc.).

6.0 Recognize and respond appropriately to common American nonverbal behaviors (eye contact, facial
expressions, gestures, and conversational pauses).

6.1 Approximate appropriate eye-contact.

6.2 Use appropriate gestures and facial expressions.

6.3 Respond to conversational pauses.

7.0 Understand frequently used American idioms and two-word verbs (e.g., "pick up," "get in," "put on,"
etc.)

7.1 Recognize frequently used American idioms and two-word verbs.
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Speaking Competencies:

1.0 Approximate appropriate intonation and stress patterns for basic questions and statements.

1.1 Make simple statements and ask basic questions using understandable stress and intonation

patterns.

2.0 Conduct short conversations in person and on the telephone

2.1 Develop conversational strategies such as turn-taking and other conversational management
techniques; e.g., please speak slowly, etc.

2.2 Initiate and maintain a simple, basic conversation on a familiar topic.

3.0 Use formal and informal speech appropriately in short conversations.

3.1 Use basic formal and informal phrases or sentences in short conversations especially when
greeting or taking-leave.

4.0 Request, confirm, and clarify basic information.

4.1 Request basic information.

4.2 Confirm information given in basic instructions or on personal information forms.

4.3 Clarify instructions, directions, or basic explanations.

5.0 Explain own behavior with simple statements.

5.1 Give a reason or excuse for behavior when necessary.

6.0 State personal skills and interests relevant to the situation (e.g., work, social).

6.1 State personal skills and interests in an interview, life-skill situation or a social setting.

7.0 State an opinion and/or idea.

7.1 State a personal opinion, idea, or belief related to work, family; or environment.

7.2 Make statements of agreement or disagreement from opinions, ideas and beliefs related to
work, family, or environment.

8.0 Report an accident, injury, or incident.

8.1 Make simple, descriptive statements about an injury, accident, or incident (e.g., car accident,
bodily injury, robbery, etc.)

8.2 Report an injury, accident, or incident to the appropriate authorities (e.g., 911, police,
telephone operator, nurse, supervisor, etc.).

9.0 Pronounce most English sounds in an intelligible manner.

9.1 Pronounce words in a manner understandable to those not used to listening to non-native
speakers of English.

446 9



Washington State Adult Basic Education
Core Competencies Project
ESL v 1.1

10

Reading Competencies:

1.0 Read simple paragraphs and understand the main idea.

1.1 Determine paragraph content by using pre-reading strategies.

1.2 Distinguish the main idea from the supporting details.

2.0 Read clocks, schedules, calendars and maps.

2.1 Extract information from clocks, schedules, calendars and charts to plan appointments and
activities.

2.2 Locate places and determine routes using maps.

3.0 Use alphabetical and numerical order to locate information in directories.

3.1 Sort and sequence information using alphabetical, numerical, and combinations of letters and
numbers (e.g., mail, invoices, purchase orders, and file records).

3.2 Find information (person, place or thing) in an alphabetical, numerical, or alphanumerical
sequence.

4.0 Read and pronounce new words using knowledge of phonics, basic prefixes, suffixes and roots.

4.1 Decode an unfamiliar word based on knowledge of phonics.

4.2 Identify common roots, prefixes and suffixes in words as an aide to unlocking meaning.

5.0 Interpret bills and receipts.

5.1 Extract important information (e.g., company, date, time, service period, amount or amount
due, prices and the time items are purchased) from a bill, receipt, bank statement or pay stub.

6.0 Read simple announcements and advertisements in their full and abbreviated terms (e.g., work or
life-skill situations).

6.1 Match an abbreviation to its long form as it occurs in want ads, announcements, prescriptions,
citizenship , or other reading materials.

7.0 Determine the meaning of words using simple context clues.

7.1 Identify the approximate meaning of a word using simple context clues (e.g., "be" verb,
parentheses, commas, and dashes).

Writing Competencies:

1.0 Use commas, question marks, apostrophes, and periods correctly in contractions, lists, simple
sentences, and questions.

1.1 Punctuate a possessive noun or contraction correctly with an apostrophe.

1.2 Punctuate the end of a sentence with either a question mark or a period.

1 .3 Punctuate lists in a sentence with commas.
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2.0 Record necessary information, directions, and appointments from telephone and in-person
conversations.

2.1 Record the necessary information for an appointment or a message (e.g., date, time, place,
name, etc.) on the telephone or in person.

2.2 Record the steps in a simple series of directions on the telephone or in-person.

3.0 Write appropriate forms of address on letters and invitations

3.1 Address a letter or invitation using the correct form of address.

4.0 Complete information on forms and questionnaires.

4.1 Fill out simple forms and questionnaires.

5.0 Demonstrate knowledge of basic English spelling rules.

5.1 Apply four basic spelling rules:
a. keep the silent "e" when the suffix starts with a consonant (e.g., useful, lovely, used,

uses).
b. drop the final silent "e" when the suffix starts with a vowel (e.g., using, moving).
c. change the final ''y" after a consonant to "I" and add the suffix, except when it is -ing,

possessive, or a proper name (e.g., copies copying, Mary's).
d. If a word ends with a single consonant preceded by a single vowel (hit, mop) and a suffix

beginning with a vowel is added (-er, -ed, -ing), double the final consonant when:
- the word has only one syllable (e.g., dropped).

the word is accented on the last syllable (e.g., beginning).

6.0 Demonstrate knowledge of sentence word order and relate sentences to each other.

6.1 Use correct word order when writing statements or questions in English.

6.2 Sequence sentences appropriately in relationship to each other.

7.0 Write steps in a short process (instructions, directions, or recipes).

7.1 Write the steps in instructions, directions, or recipes.

Computation Competencies:

1.0 Recognize the values of basic currency and coins, and make change correctly.

1 .1 Recognize the value of currency and coins.

1.2 Make change correctly.

2.0 Match common measurement terms to appropriate situations.

2.1 Apply the appropriate measurement term to a given situation.

3.0 Understand percent and fractions.

3.1 Employ fractions and percents in appropriate situations.

11
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4.0 Understand receipts and bills.

4.1 Interpret bills, pay stubs, grocery or department store receipts and bank statements
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English as a Second Language Level III
Goal: At the end of Level UI (intermediate), the students will be able to: satisfy suMval needs and
routine work/social demands; handle work that involves following oral and written instructions in familiar
and some unfamiliar situaticns; comprehend mitten citizenship materials; communicate with native
English speakers on familiar topics; and pursue basic skills or vocational training courses while continuing
advanced English language training.

Listening and Observing Competencies:

1.0 Process information from a variety of oral sources (e.g., instructions, announcements, short reports,
pre-recorded phone messages, etc.).

1.1 Follow instructions given orally.

1.2 Recognize significant information in oral announcements and reports.

2.0 Determine topic from a conversation between native speakers.

2.1 Identify the main topic(s) from a conversation between native speakers.

3.0 Understand patterns of reduced speech and linked words.

3.1 Identify patterns of reduced speech and linked words (e.g., oughta, hafta).

4.0 Understand common idioms and two-word verbs.

4.1 Identify the meaning of frequently-used idioms and two-word verbs.

5.0 Recognize nonverbal cues (pauses, body language, gestures, eye contact, facial expressions,
etc.).

5.1 Identify the message given by nonverbal cues (pauses, body language, gestures, eye
contact, facia; expressions, etc.).

6.0 Appropriately interpret suprasegmental information (intonation, rhythm, stress) for a variety of
situations (e.g., anger, compliments, condolences, sarcasm).

6.1 Interpret the inferred meaning (anger, compliment, condolence, or sarcasm) of a spoken
message by using intonation, rhythm, and stress as clues to the speakers intent.

7.0 Understand advanced negative statements and questions (e. g., tag endings, double negatives).

7.1 Identify advanced negative statements.

7.2 Identify advanced negative questions (e.g., tag endings. Jouble negatives)
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Speaking Competencies:

1.0 Summarize orally and clarify information received from a variety of sources (instructions,
announcements, short speeches, pre-recorded phone messages, etc.).

1 .1 Clarify information received orally from instructions, announcements, short speeches, and
phone messages.

1 .2 Summarize the basic information received orally from instructions, announcements, short
speeches, and phone messages.

2.0 Discuss personaVemployment background in social or employment settings.

2.1 Provide an accurate personal history for a variety of situations.

3.0 State and give reasons for dissatisfaction through proper channels.

3.1 Make an oral complaint and give the reason(s) for dissatisfaction in an appropriate life-skills
context.

4.0 Discuss and exchange opinions on a topic, or persuade someone to a particular point of view.

4.1 State a persuasive opinion about a given topic.

4.2 Make persuasive statements to try to arouse interest in or deal with an issue.

5.0 Explain the steps in a process (e.g., how to make, do, repair something).

5.1 State the steps in a process.

6.0 Initiate, maintain, terminate conversations or discussions (includes interrupting or including other
people in a conversation).

6.1 Begin a conversation, continue it, and politely bring it to a conclusion.

6.2 Appropriately apply conversation techniques during a dialogue or discussion (e.g., hesitating,
preventing interruptions, interrupting politely, and including other people).

7.0 Explain reasons for personal decisions (e.g., related to family, school, work, and citizenship).

7.1 Clearly state the reasons for personal decisions regarding work, school, family, and
citizenship.

7.2 Clearly state reasons when asking for permission to do something.

8.0 Respond appropriately to negative questions.

8.1 Respond to a negative question (including tag questions) correctly.

9.0 Use appropriate stress, rhythm, and intonation patterns.

9.`. Apply appropriate stress, rhythm, and intonation patterns in words, phrases, statements, and
questions.
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Reading Competencies:

1.0 Look up information from printed resource material (e.g., telephone book, newspapers, want ads,
job announcements, manuals, citizenship handbook, etc.)

1.1 Locate information in different types of printed resources.

2.0 Skim reading material for main idea and scan tor detail.

2.1 Skim reading for main idea and scan for detail.

3.0 Determine meaning and pronunciation or verify spelling of words by using an English-English
dictionary.

3.1 Determine the meaning of a word and its pronunciation by referring to an English-English
dictionary.

3.2 Verify the spelling of a word by referring to an English-English dictionary.

4.0 Locate, with help, materials in catalogs, microfiche, files, or indexes.

4,1 Locate materials in a catalog, rn'crofiche, files, or index for a variety of purposes.

5.0 Recognize or determine word meaning from common roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

5.1 Identify basic word meaning from common roots (with some difficulty).

5.2 Identify basic word meaning from common prefixes and suffixes.

6.0 Determine meaning using contextual clues

6.1 Identify the approximate meaning of a word by using context clues.

7.0 Read and understand directions.

7.1 Follow directions from written materials.

8.0 Make inferences from sentences or simple paragraphs.

8.1 Separate fact from opinion in written materials.

8.2 Draw conclusions from written materials.

8.3 Predict the outcome of a situation from a written piece of material.

9.0 Synthesize information from a variety of sources (e.g., ads, short articles, instructions, citizenship
materials, etc.).

9.1 Synthesize (construct parts into a new whole) information from a variety of written sources
(e.g., ads, short articles, instructions, citizenship or other content materials) in order to make
plans, decisions, or form opinions.

10.0 Read and interpret simple diagrams, charts, graphs, or maps.

10.1 Extract information from simple graphs, charts, diagrams and maps.
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11.0 Read Roman numerals and other non-Arabic symbols.

11.1 Recognize the numerical value of Roman numerals.

11.2 Recognize the meaning of common symbols found in reading materials.

Writing Competencies:

1.0 Take notes and or summarize information from written or oral sources.

1 .1 Take notes from a variety of written and oral sources (e.g., telephone messages, pre-
recorded telephone messages, directions, short video or audio tapes, and classroom lectures
where applicable, etc.).

1 .2 Write a summary based on written materials or information from an oral source.

2.0 Write a brief letter or message related to school, work, family, etc.

2.1 Write an informal message or letter for an appropriate circumstance.

2.2 Write a brief formal letter or note for an appropriate circumstance (e.g., thank you, complaint,
request for information, a note to arrange for a conference).

3.0 Write personal/employment background information using forms, resumes, and letters.

3.1 Write personal background information formally in a business letter or informally in a personal
letter.

3.2 Write employment or pertinent personal background on a form or in a resume.

4.0 Produce compound and complex sentences, including unreal conditions.

4.1 Write and punctuate compound and complex sentences correctly.

4.2 Use the conditional tense in writing compound and complex sentences correctly.

5.0 Learn to take a written test.

5.1 Complete a test in writing.

6.0 Write a simple paragraph with a topic sentence.

6.1 Write a simple paragraph based on a topic sentence.

7.0 Use knowledae of prefixes, suffixes, roots, and basic parts of speech (i.e., word families) to increase
active vocabulary.

7.1 Appropriately use prefixes, suffixes, roots and basic parts of speech of vocabulary words in
writing.
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8.0 Apply knowledge of basic spelling rules.

8.1 Apply basic spelling rules
a. i before e, except after c, or when sounded like a, as in "neighbor and "weigh"
b. change the final f to a,.v when making plurals (e.g., "wife," "wives")
c. verbs that end in - ie change to y when the suffix - ing is added (e.g., "die," "dying")

8.2 Identify and correctly spell common homonyms.

Computation Competencies:

1.0 Keep a running total of expenditures.

1.1 Balance a list of expenditures with personal income.

2.0 Understand terms for decimals, fractions, and percentages.

2.1 Use the correct terms with decimals, fractions, and percentages.

3.0 Understand and use the American measuring system (including temperature), and do simple
calculations of volume, area, etc.

3.1 Extract information from a thermometer (Fahrenheit and Centigrade), scale, liquid/dry
measure, ruler, etc.

3.2 Measure a place, object, or person accurately.

3.3 Calculate volume, area, perimeter, circumference, etc. as needed
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