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TITLE: Exploring the Past
ADDRESS: GECAC Training Institute

1006 West Tenth Street

Erie, PA 16502 Phone: (814) 459-9859
Director: Lynne C. Burke Funding: $9,000

Duration of Project:

From: 7/1/92 to 6/30/93 Number of Months: 12

OBJECTIVE: To increase by at least 1 grade level over the
duration of the project the basic language/writing skills of

seniors, aged 65 or older, as measured by the language sections
of the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

DESCRIPTION: GECAC designed a program of basic language/writing
skills that enhanced the literacy levels of seniors, age 65 or
older. Computer literacy as well as basic word processing skills
were taught along with basic language/writing skills in a non-
threatening learning environment. A curriculum was written and
instructional materials developed utilizing state-cf-the-art
computers and software. Instructional activities were centered
around the seniors’ recollections of their past experiences.

The recollections served as the core (medium) for stories to be
reproduced on the computers. These stories were gathered into a
bound chronicle of personal experiences. The chronicle is
available for use in Head Start classrooms throughout the state.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Multicultural seniors, age 65 or older, were
recruited from GECAC/AAA senior centers throughout Erie county.

PRODUCT: A computer-based curriculum for senior instruction

in basic language/writing skills and the chronicle of personal
experiences,
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° DESCRIPTION: This program was designed to reinvest the seniors
in lifelong learning. It is a common myth that learning ends
with graduation. Many of today’s senior population were forced

Py by economic conditions into early withdrawal from formal
educational experiences. This situation has diminished the
gquality of their later years because of their fear of formal

° learning situations. The computer revolution has only served to
magnify this fear. This population feels they cannot deal with
new technology such as computers and have developed a computer
phobia.

Margaret Hellie Huyck in GROWING OLDER states: "Mental
flexibility rather than mental rigidity is related to continuous
® learning and the ability to adapt to inevitable social changes.

Mental acuity is lost if not used." The population to be served

by this proposal has cut itself off from formal learning.

Recent research by Dr. Robert Butler, an expert in aging in
the United States, determined that the unproductive human is at
high risk of illness ard economic dependency. The secret, Dr.
Butler claims, to combatting "the decline" is to fight
inactivity, challenge the mind, and help others as often as
possible.

The senior population of today is living through an
information revolution that is as mystifying to them as the
Industrial Revolution was to their grandparents’ generation. The

last ten years have seen a proliferation of computers, fax




nachines, computerized telephones, and even digitally operated
microwaves. This onslaught of technology has intimidated many of
today’s senior generation and created widespread technological
enigmas. A daily attendee at Erie East Senior Center recently
commented that many months ago she received a VCR as a gift from
her children. Unfortunately, because of her fear of this
unfamiliar technology, she has not even learned how to turn the
machine con. Beverly Hutchinson, the Senior Center Coordinator,
confirmed that many seniors have had similar experiences. It is
essential for our senior population to overcome these phobias to
fully utilize and benefit from the new technology available to
them today and thus improve their quality of life.

In an effort to break down these perceived barriers, GECAC
Training Institute provided computer literacy/basic word
processing skills instruction in conjunction with basic
language/writing skills in a non-threatening learning
environment.

Instructional activities were centered around the seniors’
recollections of their past experiences. Classes were held at
GECAC Training Institute, a Pennsylvania private licensed
business school, which has a successful history of working with
seniors through the Older Workers Job Training Placement Act
program housed in GECAC. GECAC Training Institute has 12 state-
of~the~art computers and the most up-to-date software available.

Participants in the GECAC senior centers have expressed an

interest in helping others. Our program focused on producing a
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non-threatening learning environment to help them flex their
3. mental muscles. It also served others through the use of the

seniors’ recollections of personal experiences in selected Head

Start classroons.

® OBJECTIVES:

1. A computer literacy/basic word processing skills curriculum
was written and instructional materials developed by August

® 31, 1992.

2. Twenty-four multicultural seniors, age 65 or older were
recruited from GECAC AAA centers in Erie County.

P 3. Basic language/writing literacy skills of seniors were
increased by at least one grade level over the duration of
the project as measured by the TABE.

® 4. The fear of new technology reduced by familiarizing the

participants with state-of-the-art hardware and software.

5. The quality of the participants’ lives improved by
® reinvesting the seniors in lifelong learning.
6. A bound chronicle of personal experiences was produced to be

used in Head Start classroons.

PY Time Frame:

Curriculum Development - July - August, 1992

Instruction
PY Session I - September -~ November, 1992
Session I1I - January -~ March, 1993

Evaluation and publication of chronicle

Py April -~ June, 1993




MANAGEMENT/STAFF:
® R. Benjamin Wiley, Executive Director
Amos Goodwine, Jr., Unit Director
® Employment & Training
Lynne Burke, Project Director
®
Sharon Kalbaugh
Curriculum Developer/Instructor
® Mary Hiles
Curriculum Developer/Instructor
-
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PROCEDURE: A certified business education teacher who has
experience working with this population was hired to develop the
curriculum and teach the class. The teacher researched,
gathered, and created instructional materials. During curriculum
development, the teacher/developer will met with the director of
GECAC Training Institute on a weekly basis to determine progress
and to discuss any concerns. The teacher worked with the
director of GECAC senior centers to recruit participants.
Participants were recruited from the ten senior centers located
throughout Erie county.

Each prospective participant was given the language sections
of the TABE to determine their beginning literacy level. The
curriculum was tailored to fit their average reading levels.

A review of basic grammar and punctuation was given in order for
the seniors to be more comfortable recording their narratives
intc written form. A basic introduction to computer operating
systems and word processing demystified this new technology and
eliminated computer phobia. This was a hands-on learning
experience with each senior having access to his/her own personal
computer. The group was encouraged to narrate personal stories
of ethnic traditions that lend a flavor of yesteryear. These
stories served as the core medium to be reproduced on the
computers. With the sophisticated editing features found in
WordPerfect 5.1, the seniors entered, edited, and published their

recollections into a bound chronicle.
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The seniors were encouraged to volunteer and share their
® developmentally appropriate personal chronicles with a local Head
Start class. The overall chronicle is available for regional or
statewide dissemination.
°® Instruction was held two hours per day, two days per week
for twelve weeks and two sessions were held throughout the year.
Transportation was provided by the Erie County LIFT and
® partially subsidized by Erie County Area Agency on Aging which is
housed in the GECAC complex. The LIFT is operated by Erie County
government and is the paratransit system for the elderly and the
® handicapped.
Evaluation procedures included the pre and post language
sections of the TABE test. Student surveys, teacher
P observations, and student progress reports were noted.

Methods and Materials. A tutorial based approach to

computer literacy was developed to use state-of-the-art computers
° and software. A thorough search of available materials was
conducted by the teacher. BAll classroom materials were an
appropriate mix of purchased and innovatively presented
° information. Other available materials to accomplish the

program‘s objective will be developed by the instructor.
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RESULTS OF PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Every senior that participated began with the same feelings
of inadequacy'and ineptitude. It was very difficult to recruit
willing seniors as they did not want to be "embarrassed" by their
lack of knowledge or were "afraid" that they couldn’t work that
"mysterious piece of machinery." As we gathered (and sometimes
coerced) the seniors to participate, it was obvious that they
loved talking about the past. We didn’t bring up the word
"computer" until they were comfortable being together and
comfortable with the instructor.

The instructor began by testing each participant using the
Mechanics and Expression and the Spelling sections of the TABE.
She then reviewed basic writing and grammar skills. Two days a
week the seniors would appear ready to discuss the assignment for
that week. As their knowledge of mechanics and expression were
renewed, they demonstrated an increased awareness of proper
grammar, spelling, and usage. The students became ultra critical
of every piece of mail they received and every article they read.
They would bring in every mistake they found in the
correspondence they received and would even call the local
newspaper to bring every misspelled word printed to their
attention. Their attendance was exemplary. As they became
acquainted with each other, their questions would spark
recollections and they would reminisce about downtown Erie and
specific locations of Erie County. They would often get into a

controversy over a date or a location of a historical site.




Ms. Annita Andrick, Librarian and Archivist for the Erie
® County Historical Society, was a guest speaker for the seniors.
She spoke about the many historical sites in Erie county ana
truly sparked an interest in each of the participants to visit
® the sites and learn more about our local history. Her speech
stimulated many recollections for the seniors. They were now
ready to begin their writings. As will be evident by the

° enclosed end product, the seniors produced some absolutely

wonderful stories. They so enjoyed verbalizing and writing their
recollections. It inspired each of them to go on to the next

step-~-THE COMPUTER.

As they walked into the computer lab and sat down, they all

looked rather pale. The fear of this machinery was overwhelming
for some of them. The instructor took her time and painstakingly
went over the basics of how the computer worked. She stressed
that they were in control of the computer and not the computer in
control of them. As the course progressed, the students became
ncre comfortable and asked very relevant questions. The
instructor could see the mystery of the computer (or computer
phobia) being replaced with a sincere desire to learn as much as
they could in the time allowed. The students could actually see
the practicality of the computer. Several seniors expressed how
they wished they had '"these things" when they were young.

The outcomes of this project were many in terms of increased
self esteem and a true desire to learn more about the local

history and computer literacy. The participants increased an

$o—d
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average of 2.5 grade levels as measured by the Mechanics &
Expression and Spelling sections of the TABE. The seniors
discovered they could learn something very new and were quick to
tell anyone who would listen about their newly acquired
knowledge. One 80-year-old senior participant had been the
editor of her school newspaper. She could now see the
significance of how important the computer would be in this
endeavor. A 78-year-old gentleman senior was absolutely amazed
that he could produce something on one of "them/there* machines.
Another participant, a 70-year-old African American woman who had
grown up in the heart of Mississippi was so inspired by the class
that she decided to do a history of her childhood for her

children. This project truly reinvested these seniors in the

love of lifelong learning.
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GECAC TRAINING INSTITUTE

WRITING SKILLS - GRAMMAR

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The objective of this course is to increase by at least one
grade level over the duration of the project the basic
language/wric.ing skills of seniors, aged 65 or older, as measured
by the language sections of the TABE.

This course is designed to improve the basic language/
writing skills of these seniors enrolled. Computer literacy as
well as basic word processing skills will be taught.
Instructional activities will be centered around the seniosrs’
recollections of their past experiences. Their recollections
will serve as the medium for stories to be reproduced on the
computers. fThese stories will be gathered into a bound chronicle
of personal experiences to be shared with selected Head Start
classroomns.

As part of the basic language/writing skills program, the
seniors will complete activities designed to eliminate
grammatical errors made in spelling, punctuation, capitalization
and sentence structure. The seniors will then apply the basic
rules of spelling, punctuation, capitalization and sentence
structure to selected writing topics which will be recollections
of their past experiences. The seniors will write on a different
topic at each class meeting. Their writings will be critiqued

and returned to them for correction and revision. Students will
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be taught to critique their own work and to revise sentence and

paragraph structure until the final revision is clear and

concise. The final revision will then be reproduced on the

computers.

OBJECTIVES:

To have the seniors edit problems in a sentence and
restructure each sentence with correct usage and mechanics.

To learn the rules of grammar.

To apply the rules of grammar to increase one’s ability to
speak clearly and be understood.

To learn to write grammatically correct sentences that
clearly expresses one’s ideas.

To organize one’s thoughts in a sequence that makes one‘’s
writing coherent and easily understood.

To learn the 5 step writing process.

To learn to embellish one’s ideas by using additional
details in a clear manner when writing.

To provide seniors with many topic suggestions that will
utilize their recollections of the past.

To teach the seniors how to edit their own writing and ways
to revise their writing.

To improve the seniors’ spelling abilities by learning
appropriate spelling rules.

COURSE OUTLINE

I.

GRAMMAR

A. Usage

B. Sentence Structure

C. Mechanics

Assignments: Complete the exercise in the following
instructional books: English Essentials, a
Refresher Course Book and Developing Writing
Skills.

12
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Instructional method: Tutorial

Evaluation:

Students turn in the completed exercises and within 2 or 3
days it is corrected and returned to the student. The instructor
meets with che students to review incorrect answers and to give
instruction and additional assignments when needed.

II. SPELLING

Assignment: Take one spelling list everyday. Write each

word three (3) times and hand in completed
exercise, using Gateways to Correct Spelling.

Instructional method: Tutorial

Evaluation:

Check weekly writing assignments for correct spelling.
Proofread all written work for spelling accuracy.

ITII. WRITING:

A.

1.

The Five (5) Step Writing Process

Generating Ideas
Assignment: 1In small groups - brainstorm a topic

Organizing Ideas
Assignment: Make a list and categorize all ideas
brainstormed.

Writing the Story

* use supporting ideas, reasons and explanations
with each succeeding paragraph.

Assignment: Complete a writing assignment on a
specific topic that is a recollection of
a past experience.

Assignment: Embellish an original writing
assignment.

Revising the Writing Assignment
* Look for any spelling or grammatical errors.

Assignment: Make any necessary changes in the
writing assignment.

13




5. Editing the Writing Assignment
* Re-read; look for problems with phraseology and
PY organization.
Assignment: Re-write with changes in final form.
This exercise is repeated on a weekly
basis. Examples of topics for the
writing assignments.
® Instructional Method: Tutorial
Small Group discussion:
Brainstorming ideas.
Instructional Materials: Writing Frames, 40 Activities for
°® Learning the Writing Process.

Evaluation:

Weekly writing assignments are corrected by the instructor
and returned tc the seniors. Corrections are discussed,

revisions made and assignments are re-written if necessary.
® Writing assignments are then in final form to be taken to the
computer room for typing.

PERFORMANCE BASED LEARNER OUTCOMES

At the successfully completion of the Writing Skills-~Grammar
® portion of the course, the students will be able:

To know and correctly use the rules of grammar.
To speak with clarity and be easily understood.

° To write a story using systematic, sequential approach to
organizing thoughts.

To write sentences that are grammatically correct and that
clearly express thoughts.

® To complete a writing assignment embellishing on an idea by
adding details in an appropriate way.
To utilize spelling skills to communicate effectively in
writing.

®

®

14




°® WORD PROCESSING

Course Description:

A hands-on course designed to give the student a working
o knowledge of the Personal Computer and WordPerfect 5.1 systens.
Students will be acquainted in a wide range of word processing
tasks commonly performed in today’s automated office.

Text:

101 Word Processing Exercises for WordPerfect 5.1.
Lloyd D. Brooks.

15
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MAJOR GOALS

The Word Processing Course is designed to:

1.

10.

Train the student to becom

€ acquainted with word
processing.

Train the student in the techniques of word processing.
Make the student awa

re of the necessity of proofreading
and checking figures

at source for accuracy.

Give the student experience in decision making.

Help the student determine job priorities.

Aid the student in identifying the major elements of a
word processing systen.

Show how industries utilize word processing.

Identify the career opportunities available as a result
of office automation.
Show the new techn

ologies that have been developed for
the office.

Show the responsibilities of the ori

ginator with regard
to the document cycle.

16

oo
- -
Nt




SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

After completing the course, the student should be able to:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

1l6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Describe the role of word processing in the modern
office.

Explain the difference between hardware and software.
Discuss the basic word processing functions.

List the broad classifications of word processing
commands.

Use the enter/command keys.

Use a complete quick reference card.

Initiate the word processing programs.

Respond appropriately to program menus.

Position the cursor to the screen.

Scroll text both horizontally and vertically.

Enter text onto screen.

Correct errors using the overtype or insert function.
Delete text from a document.

Insert text within a document.

Print single or multiple copies of document.

Select print options available on a particular systemn.
Print documents on single sheets or continuous paper.
Save a newly created or edited document to disk.

Load an existing document from disk storage.
Use status lines.

Set and change margins.

Set tabs and indentations.

17
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23. Enter text using regular, decimal, and outline tabs.

® 24 . Enter text.
25. Set line spacing
26. Reformat text.

P 27. Set, save, and multiple format lines.

18
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® COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE

I. WORD PROCESSING CONCEPTS

A. What is Word Processing?
o B. Word Processing on Wang and IBM Systems
1. Wang Word Processor
2. 1IBM Word Processor
3. System administrator
4. Systems components
5. Word processing main menus
&
7
8

® . Acceptance block
. Cursor
. Cursor position keys
9. Execute/Enter and Cancel keys
10. Documents names/numbers
11. Screen concepts
¢ II. BASIC WORD PROCESSING
A. Creating and Printing a Document
1. What you need to know before you start
® 2. Document logs
3. Word processing main menus
4. Creating libraries on Wang systens
5. Making a menu selection
6. Creating a document
7. Typing a document
® 8. Exiting/ending a document
9. Printing a document
B. Locate Keys
1. Locate Key
2. Previous and next screen
® 3. Go To key
4. Cursor position keys
5. Backspace key
C. Formatting a Document
1. The format/status lines
® 2. Format keys
D. Basic Text Editing
1. Text editing
2. Strikeover
3. Inserting text
Py 4. Deleting text

5. Highlighting text

19




Printing

Printer

The daisy printer

Paper feed

Print document menu
Printing selected pages
Restarting a page
Printing draft style
Canceling a print request

OO W
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The Tollowing reminiccences have boen prepared by a very
@ special gioup of Seniors hero all Lthe GECAC Learning Center. We are
indeaed fortunate Lo have the opportunity to share in their special
memoien, Thase personal 1acollections and olhers like them
® provide o valuabiae and enlen | Aining Link o Lhe past and promole an
understanding and appreclalion of our vommon herltage.
() Thank you, Senlorsl
® Sharon KRalbaugh
P Nary Hliles

Instructonrs
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"Gea OLE DAygn

| Lemember  when
quesl ions,
ol Iive,

¢hildren  obeyed their parents without
I remenber when a pound of hamburg would feed a family
I vewmember when we baked our own bread, but if we

bought
a toal it was ten cenls. Ruller was [ifleen cents a pound. Elght
V'clock coflfee was Lhree pounds for eilyghteen cents, and you ground
it yourselr,

Hosl families grew theiyr own veyygies, but LFf you went to the
N & P oal nine on Saburday nights, you would buy bashkels of over
vipe Muilt rfor a quarter.

Those were Lhe so called "Good Ole bays," but were they? 1t
depends  on how you look at it. There was Jless crimel Why?
Becauste men gol up abt dawn Lo do the chores before golng to work.
Wowen gol up wilth the wen Lo cook breakfasl and gelt the c¢hildren up
for achool.  9Jhey walked some of them for wmiles.

The wowen cooked, cleaned, and washed clothes  (some wlth the
warth hong d) A Lew had washers thal were powered by hand. Then
they hung the ¢lothes in all wealher on lLines In the yard. Supper
vas cooked and dishes washed In a dish pan and dried by hand and
pul away. By Lhen, the family was Lou tired for anything but bed.
Thal''s why lLhere was no ¢rime. ' .

Today---we have all kinds of elecliylc gadyets, such as stoves,
microwaves, elecltric Lrong, no-iron materials, cares, buses, vansg,
TV's, slereo wallmans, and telephones. Rverything is to make life
easy and wilh the extra time we drink, do drugs, and gel food from

stores or guick merve reslaurants. There is time to get into
Lrouble, and crime,-— plenly of ik.

We don't want Lo go back to the "Good Ole Days," bul wouldn't
a "Happy HMedium" help?

Marian Wood

3
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HEHOR) ka FROM pHoros

() o the yom e or Yroving up, photos of People and places
PLOVIAde good A happy mewo jog. They are a link to the present,
bast,  and  fature. The  photos  are wonderful Lreasures ana
® kevaping oo, Thoy o, Fegicy thatl we vt pass on to olher people.
T oamin od bholographe oy e o means of sharing with our I_'ami.ly and
Modonds a part or our liver.

® sunlight ) s Showoy o,

Moltos bring to us laughter, sadness,

U have a nephaw whe Loal

topholtography class at the University
ol Delnwnin. He restored hhotos or ny mother, grandmother and
Yrandfalther in Lhej; early slayges of yrowing up. The restoration
was a lol of work, Lyt the pholos are a special joy and keepsake
For wme. wWhal s Jjoy on a sunny or rainy day to leaf throuyh a photo

album,

Jane Sparks
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° READING MEMORIES
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READTHG MEMORT IR

The Loolk Alige in Weider land comes to mind as one of the first

story books I ever read. "This was usually in the early evening or

somelhing Lo do before bhedl ine. School homework came first, and

Lhen il was oulside Lo eilhn: 10l ler slhalte, or Jjust talk to your
school I'riends or nelghbor rriends on the front porch.

Haoml Rilling

31
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READLHG MEMORLES

A= a bteenager, I enjoyed reading the tlancy Drew books. They
wera a saeries of books wilth a sense of wmystery. I still love the

lancy i ew books in wy collection altt wy hone. 1 wonder if the

Hancy Drew books would be popular today?

Jane Sparks

3<




HOMIETOWN MIEEMORIES
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. HEBORI S OF DOWHTOWN BRLR

Downlown Brie al Cho ictmas Uime was o very exciling place for

a young child,  one stop we all made was Lo see Santa Claus at the

o Bocton Slore. He o was o jolly wman in a red velvel suit with a

e Uy Tangh, Ther e wore coveral hig alores In downbtown Erie:

Traska, Halles, Stacys, Leimnors and many [ive and dimes.

Catherine Gustafson
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THIHGS 1 RENEMBER VIS PULUG LH DOWHTOWH ERLE AS N CHLLD

The thing I remember wost as a child is getting five cents

for a streall car ride and gyoing downtown. We would go to the

Boslon Store and meel some 1 lends under Lhe bly clock In the

middle of the store. Alfler we mel our friends we would walk down

Lo the lake and walch the boals. There were also horse- drawn

wagons Lhal would go from house Lo house delivering milk and

baked goode.

On Saturday my grandwother would take the street car and go
Vo Lhe warkel. My sigsler and I would meel her at the street car
rtop with our wagon to birinyg home the guods that she bouyght. 1t

was a 1ol off an.

Lorinda Jenkins
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HENORIES OF VISUIIHG BERIE

Iy emonber as o

3 young, leenayge yjrl L used Lo come over to

Frie and spend a weekeidd willi a yivlfriend. She originally lived

in Union City hul later moved Lo Brie because of work.

T the winler Uime, woe would spend Lhe evenling skating at the

rink over alt Lhe markel on Faslt 120h and State Street. Every

minile of il was enjoyablno.

In the summertine, a block of “econd Avenue in Union City

would be closed off and we vould skalte ol howme. The neighborhood

kids would all yet Lugelthe)r Lo shkale.
To Tinish olf the weekend, in lhe worning we'd gel up and go
Lo chureh, and afler dinner we'd visilt untll it

was time Lo go

howe | Then we would yo o Lhe bus stalion and she would see me

ol f.

Bese Martin
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My memories of the Villa Maria Ncademy
1948-1952

I rewenber going to villa during wmy

high school years and
mealing many new [riends. our;

howeroom as a Freshman was in the
old paml of the Villa Convent and it was called the Latin Room.

We had Lo change classes and you had [ive minutes between classes;
somelimes yca almost ran to yelt to the next class. At the time I
went to higyh school, the Vilia College, yrade, and high school were

all in Lthe same building aleng with the Convent for the Sisters of
Saint Joseph.

Host ol our classes were held in the new part of the Villa
called Gannon Hall. We had all our business courses on the top
floor; shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping. 1 always remember the
college l1ab across the hall which sometimes smelled like rotten
ey, The college students also had Lheir classes in the same

buod bieg. Some college aludeuls also boarded at the school, and
their 1ooms were on Fhe scecond and thitd loors.

Ve wore uniforms, and |
!

always remember the white collar and
cuffe,

(which my mother starched) along with our blue dresses that
the collars and culfls were atlached to. We did not have all the
modern convenjences such as compulers o even have television sets.

Eowould go Lo my givlifriend’s house Lo watch some programs, as we
didn’l have a 1TV sel,

Many Limes all wmy Mriends and | would walk over Lo Pulakos
Bakery on LLth and Liber Ly Slreelt (which is now the Salvatlion Army
Building) for a treal helore catehing a bus hone.

Then other times
we would walk all lhe way lo State

Street and go Lo the Boston
Storte for a "Cherry Coke" Lefore catcehing our bus.

Margaret Pinczewski
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GROVIEHG U v e

Groving up in Euie has wany fond memories. As a child looking

back, salurday was Lhe day «el aside for yoing to the market and

Lhen going shopping. ‘the Conlral Markel llouse is open at 5 o'clock

in the morning and slays open unlil the farmers have sold thelir

produce. When going Lo the mavkelt my granddad would pick up my mom

and Lhey would go in the early morning. 1 was not always up that

ecatly. Upon 1elturning ffrrom Lhe market, the groceries, meabt, and

produce were pubt away. HWee would Uthen have our Jlunch and get

dressed up o go downtown, rirst by streeltcar and then replaced by

[ ’ 1
aily buses. On a nice day we would somelines ride the bus one way

and walk homue. The slores we waenl shopping in weéie The Boston

SLore and Trasks which are no longer in busiuness or the buildings

are no longer there. 'They were our large department stores in the

downlown area. Going downlown was something that 1 looked forward

Lo, and as Lime wenl on, L Linally got to the age where 1 could

work in one ol Lhe slolLes. You had Lo be sixleen to apply for

worlting papers at thalt Lime. Saturday was the bly shopping day,
and Lhn day Lhe leenagers could apply for a job. VYes, I applied
for a Salurday job al Benson's DLress Sltore and was hired. I

enjoyed visiting, shopping, and working in downtown Erie.

Haomi Rilling
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GROWLHG UP LU CLEVELAUD, Oll10

Hy cavly daye wore oaponl in Cleveland, oOhlio, in the days of

the depiresasion ora. Wo, an ohildren in Lhose days, didn't have

much money, so our acltivitios were jin places thal were free or

thal cosl very 1illle. We wvould ride (he trolley Lo downlown

Cloveland and wunlk Lhiough the ma kete and sltores Lhere. Nlso we

usted ovr 25 cenl. allowance 1o gee Uha salturday matinees, which

consisled of o carloon, neusieel, and [eature picture. The
lallkina were in [ull swing then and they were very exciting.

IFlsa Ruth
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Gl EDITOoD  MEMOR]T S

When | was a child I lived in a Lown of 12,000 people. We
had all kinds of sports and games Lo play with other children. 1In

the sumuer we went on weekend [leld trips Lo parke and lakes. We

also had swmmer coneerls in the park.

BDill Satterlee
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DOWrrow BERLE, 1950

As A youny maryied Tady, L came Lo Erie with my husband in the
year 1959, Lovemember yigil ing downtown Erie and yolng to the
Record Do gyl purchacineg  oay iy et vadlo, recoxrd player and
enrrying iU Lo our home., There were lwo candy stores in downtown

Frie: Mulakos and Chaconaes . AL Paster lhere was always a large

chocolate display in Pulakoes window. ‘The Boston Store had a huge

“lock on the Firat rloor and people would meelt there under it. on

Lhe sacond floor of the Boslon Store was the dinkng room and in the

month of tovember he Boslon Store would have a doll show. My

daughler 'g bivthday was in Hovember and we would altlend the doll

show Tor lunch.

Jane Sparks
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MY FAMILY WAS SIARE CRORPERS

I Georgia back in the 1920's we Jived In a house, part was

loys.,  We did nol have Light, and we did nol have gas. We cooked

on an iron stove and we did not have running waler. We had to. get

water from a well. When 1 was a kid wmy sisters and I went to

echool, and we had Lo walk about three miles Lo the little red

school hoaae ., Tt had two rovms and Lhere were Lwo teachers. in
Lhose daya your parents had Lo buy your books, and after school we

would have Lo ygel waler and wood. Then we would have to go feed

Lhe cowss and chickens. I inyg the weelends, we played hide and

coole, and owe would prlay bhatl,

Ruth Willilamsg
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ORCEOLN 1TSS
Ooceola Mille ia a swnll bown in Lhe center of Pennsylvania.

Pwas bhorn in the midst ol the flu epidemic in 1918. I went to

school and graduated there in 1936.

The industivies wore o hrickyard, ¢lay mines, and coal wines.

My tatherr was a rallroad bhiock operator. Sometlimes he would take

us with him Lo work. 1t was, to us, in the middle of the woods.

There was a slream where woe could swim or [lieh.

fly Lown had two grocery stores, a diruyg sltore, and until the

five, a hardware paint store. We never lnew what happened, but the

T

hardware store, burned and took a whole block with ift. Palnt cans

exploded and 1t seened Lo burn forever.

The sltory off how owrr Lown gol Jts nawe was thal Chlefl Osceola
gal on a loy hehind what was to bhecome our school. The Mills was

added later Tfor ifdentificalion.

Marlan Wood
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NOFAMLLY TRADLILON

The dictionary says that a tradition ls a bellef or custom not

wrritlen on  paper which je handed down from generation to

Jgeneral.ion. Fous

example in some families Lt is a tradiltlion to say

grace belore meals. Many (anil les hany stocklngs on Christmas Eve

or eal twkey and stuffing on Thanksgiving.
fy family has ceirlain Lraditions. one 1 especlally like is

Light ing o baybhorry candio ol jetman Fvae ol good health and weallh

For Lhe coming year.  chricstnas Bve we yel Loyether Lo share our

Tove mnd feelings for each olher.

o think the tradition staited when our children were quite

young. Traditions are fwporltant bhecause they are part of our

herilage.,

Jane Sparks
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N VERY SPECLAL FRLEND

Thiac very special rMiond came into my life June, 1980. He was

AScehnanzer puppy, named Skipper. lie was 6 weeks old. Skipper had

Lo be fed, trained Lo go oulside, and Lralned to get used to his

new howe, "rhe Playpen™. ‘I'he Playpen was yulte an experlence. We

) Finally gob to the poinl. whore he was introduced tq his bed. By
now hie had learned Lo jelale Lo who was speaking to liim for his
altlenlion. "

() We played, we walked, and we went ‘I_)ye—bye in the car. e is
now a grown dog, and wa aro lhe bealt of [rlends.

Haomi Rilling
®
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MY FAVORLTE MOl

My TFavorite wonth or the yvear is April because a great deal

happens in this month. ‘he wealher je refreshing and comfortable

SO L can enjoy valking and olher ouldoor

sports. ‘The flowers are

blooming and birde are singing,

In addition to this it is a time
ol 1anawal, Frequently palnm Sunday, Good Friday, and E

asler are in
the month or April.

buring this month wy family helps me celebrate

my hirthday and also ny younyer son's birthday. 1 look forward to

this monti PVely year,

Jane Sparks
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Y FAVORLTE PR

My son gave me a Liny puppy one year. I called hin Mickey.
Mis molher wae o Boslon 1y Tervior, bubt his father was a
Lraveling saleanan. Ho one vanled M Lukey.

Hichkey was very biight and learned quickly. He learned to
bey. When 1 was maling saue:

@, he would silt by the stove. When

Weo anackod in Lhe evening fickay wan |here too, beyying for pop
corthn el Fopsi o e naver missad a pioce of popcorn and wanted

his Pepsi right out or Lhe bhotlle.
Une day Mickey was hil by a car, bult he still crawled in to

my chair for popcorn and Pepsi.  The nexl day I had to have

Mickey put Lo sleep.

Marian Wood
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I LITRE WORKIHG LU A DAY CARI CENTER

I Jove the bhabies; Lhey are darling. You waltch them grow. At

flusl they ate on the botltle, Lhen they start Lo smlile at you and

before you know it Uhey are crawling. After a month they begln to

Lry Lo anlk. Through all (hae crying and laughing Lt makes you feel

good aboul, youisell .

Ruth Williams
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TELEVISTOH

My favorite television station ls WOLH. 1t has a lobt Lo offer

Lo everyone., There is o variely of programs such as travel,

nalvwre, music, and educal.ional progi e, We should support our

Tocal public television station for worthwhile programming.

Jane Sparks
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WHAT 1 WORE 10 SCHO0L,

He wore wool sweale) f, voals, hals, gloves and long underwear.
I Tived in the mountaine and it was very cold. We also wore high-

bulton ahoes, They wein Pretby: two-touned, black and Laupe. We

aleo Lo el -waved hini,

He wore nicer clothes for- Sunday when
v wient Lo oha oy, dieanos, Hicer coals, elo... We did nol have

feans in my tiwea,

Teas Kaminskli
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‘EM c

SUYLES BACK WITED WE WERE YOUNG
When we were youny we had Lo take good care of our clothes

because our c¢lothing was very lLimited. Youny girls wore petticoats

or Tull elips inslead of hal(-slips. The style for women was Lo

weatl fancy diesaes and hale. our sltockings we wore were made of

colton instead of nylon.

Bess Martin
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CLOTH TG SUYLES 1 WORIR

bvery Friday in junior high school we wore Middie Blouses of

any - color,  watohing  Tong  atock ings, and saddle shoes. The
clagsrooms were o hlaze of ol |l differonl colors. We called Fridays
“" H H . . . ' B .
Hiddio phay ow Pt owas my highlight of he weelk. Wa even had a

fong, T A Diddie givl .Y 1E was such fund

Ilsa Ruth
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. CLOTHIHG FROM MY CHELDIOOD

Ae s child growing up we had thiee different kinds of clothing
thalt we wore. We

had school clothes, play clothes and clothes for

@ chutelr, We wore sandals in ULhe summel Uime. For school we wore

hesces and ekinrls and Lwin swealter sebts. oOur play clothes were

our old school ¢lothes. When we altended church we wore our very

® best oclolhens. As v givl we wore gloves, a hal, and carrled a

pun o, In the wintery we watre palent lealher shoes, -and in Uthe

stmmer we wote while shoes. The holldays were a special Utime to

® thiass in your besl, Faster and Cluistmas were always speclal

holidays.,  Some of our ¢lolhing was wade on a sewlng machine by our

wmother wilh a matching hal or bhonnel. As a child growing up, 1if

you didn'l have a lol ol woney you never felbt that you were poor.

Jane Sparks
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FAHTLY TRADLITIOMS

Nt ondly chi b our holidays wete small and guiel.
aunl and uncle who lived in Conneaul, Ohijio.
child so we were lLoyelher

which howme we would bhe al

L Irad an
They also had an only
forr the holldays. We would alternate
for that occasion.

For Thanksgiving we would go Lo the olther home on Wednesday
alter ouwr fathers returned fiom work, and our mothers would prepare
dinner foir the next day. Ny cousin Jean and L would go into the
hedhb oow Lo play and keep oull of the way. As young gygirls we played
with baby dolls. As we giew older we played paper dolls which was

ol favorile gawe, Somelines we played checkers or Chinese
Checlooyer, :

on Thanksgiving morning we would sleep until around 9 a.m.

om mothers would sleep in and we would prepare a small breakfast
For o falhers whileo owr wolhers slepl in. ‘

When our mothers miose we kepl ourselves busy and out of
Lhe iy way. We ale belwoen 2 and 3§ p.u. Our dinner was a
Lraditional dinnery tutkey and all the Lrimmlngs. My favorite was
Lhe pumpkin pie. Afler dimer Jean and §L helped with the dishes.

We would slay all the house until lale Sunday and then we would
teotwrn to our own home,

Chiislmas was very much Lhe same, excepl Christmas Bve we went
to Nidnight Mass then home Lo bed and waited for Santa to arrive.
Dinner was in the middle of Choistmas bay. We had ham, meatballs,

various salads, vegebtables, relish tvay, etc. This was our very
specinl time of Lhe year,

Ruby Farrell
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MY FAVORP'PE Citt oo 1oys

As a child L had two lavorite dolls, a Lindy doll and a Betty
Boop doll. My Lindy was ¢allied Lindy hecause Charles Lindberyg flew
his adrplanes aaross Lhe ocoan Lo Paris, When Charles Lindberxg
telurned Lo America, people had a biyg celebration for him. He was
famous: . Bally Boop was o (lapper. She appeared in movies and
catloons.  She would say, "Boop, Boop." She had dark hajr, wore a
greon hoaa, and hiad an houwr yglane Tigate,

T hiave a hand- made cradla Lhat 1o quite old. 1L was made in
Alloona in the Alltoona Railroad Shops and glven to me be nmy
grandmolher. Lt is an anlique. 7The word antigue weans old, from
Lhe pasl . 1 atlso had a dollthouse for my dolls and to entertain me.
Tt was such Tun Lo move Lhe Lurniture around. These Loys were a

special part of wmy childhood.

Jane Sparks
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STECINL, i LDnoon MITTIOR LS

Fhen 1 owas a child, we played things like mail carrier, hide

and ¢eok, and jope. Bul in those days we didn't have ropes, so0 we

would vee grapa vines. tn Lo sumer, we would play ball during the

vy and al nighl we would

play make-helieve like cal and horse,

ghost and gobling. Then we would be scared Lo go to sleep.

When 1 was aboul eight or nine years old, my aunt gol a record

player Thal you o had wined Hp Lo play. In those days, we didn't

have yadios o I'Vig.

Ny grandfather had a horse and bugyy. We used Lo ride the

horae ., He was beaubliful and 1 ed and could out run a train. Later

an oy uncle houghl a car which he lefl at our Lhouse. We would push

Poup the hill so we could waleh 6 roll down.

Ruth Willliawms
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NOLAIHLY PRADTION

The Firel Clipielnne | temenher was when 1 gtarled school . 1

had a0 now molher and o pew baby brolhev. L Lived wilh my

drandpirenls since | was 8 mouths old, when my mother died.

Mo always had a special dinner wilth Lwo biy roasting

chickena and all Lhe L neys . We had v Live tree which never

hadd lightls on L. Sanla o onght us some nice gifls. We got

small loya, some clobhes, and a "soup" dish with an orange, nuts,

and candy

O Famidly came [rom o small Lown. The church held a

Chiietmas parly for albl Ui ohildien and Lhey would recveilve a box

Filled wilh candy. Over Uhe holiday the tHoose Club opened their

doors, and all Lhe children in Lown would go in one door and out

the ol her, Santa would give them all a bhox of candy and an

O angee,

I olten wondevr i orvanges were a luxury back Lhen because it

seenad hal everyone received Uhem as gifts. Christmas is very

dif ferenl now,

Marian Wood
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WIA'TY DD WE DO BEFORE 1V
Aceoin chiibd L oplayed bacseball and basketball. L listened to

radio every day. 1 studied my school lessons al night by kerosene

Fengiss el night before bedtime my family would sing and have

prrayor . Weoo had o Ffamily  quallet, The family guartelt had a

hroadeast each Swday moining at 8 a.m. over Radlo Stabtion WEHK

Union ¢ily, lennessea.

Richard Chambers
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WHA'TT DID WE DO BEFORE TV

As o youny chibd growing up in the Jate 1930's our home had no
V. We had Lwo ygrandmothers living with us. One was loving,
caring and much fun.  The olher was just there. I had two favorite
Loys. One was a metal Scollish dog with rubber ears and the other
was a melal c¢al; you pulled Lhe tall down and it would run across
the room and hil the walla. I also had many dolls. My two

favorite were Snow While and Shirley Jemple. L still have both
Loys .

Az 1 grew older 1 hecane interested in sports. My dad took me
Lo baseball gamas and swinming al Lhe beach. Also at school sports
becawe very important to me, as nine boys and anotber girl and
mysell Formed o ganeg, O favorite spoirts alt btails Lime were

hicyeling and foolball in {he auumer . In the winter we played
backelball, dco skating, hockey, and Jumping barrels.

Noving on Lo junior high, 1 now parlicipated in sporls as part
of my exlia curricular activities. Again playing temnis, track,
volleyball, and baskelball. ln addition to my sports, 1 got and
wotked al my rivelt job in a deli for 2% cents an hour.

Going on Lo high achool §

Look poul and belnyg competitive I
taced bul could never dive. My

favorile sport was baskelball and
was sUilD playing until 1970, My son broke his hip al this time
but we had anolher interesl.. My cousin was now playing foobtball
for the Bulfalo Bills, as a tackle. This is when 1 started to
waleh T V. T am stil] a Bulfalo fan and yo to Buffalo for at least
Lwo games o season. My lile was [ar [rowm boring without T.V. I
had my Family, sporte, wvorlk and most important much love.

Ruby Favrell
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WHAT WE DID BEFORE "IV

L remembrmr well whal we did
brother and 1 lturned on
favorile shows. |

before Tv. After school my
the radio to Amos and Andy, one of our

$0 remember my mother glving us an orange
the sota listening to Lhe radlo show.

can al
Lo eal anr we aall on

In Lhe evening it was wonderful. We
toom aller supper and listened to the radio. Hy father would read
the paper and my wmother would either fold up c¢lothes or just sit
back and relax. We would listen Lo such stories as The Green
Hormebt, Lux Theater, and Fibbey Magee and Molly. My brother and 1
did our homework as we listened to Lhe radio. 1t is a happy memory
with all of us gathered lLogelher in the living room. We also
listened to the Inner Sacltum and Lhe Munners. They were scary
stories but we enjoyed Lhem very much. 'The Mummers was the last
story we were allowed to stay up for and when it was over, my
mother would say, ") am going to beal you both upstailrs. The last
one up is a donkey. "Since it was such a scary story, neither my
brolther nor [ wanted to be the last one downstalrs. One of us had

Lo Lurn onl the Tight and the radio. LU seems thalt 1 was always
basl.  ©h bhoy, was | scared running up Lhe stairs to go Lo bed.

all sal in the living

Madeline Geertson
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTLIVITIES

aring wy ¢ ade school years in Lhe 1930's, we did pretty much

Lhe sime Lhing overy day aflor school.  Alter we gol home and gob

somelhing Lo eal, wia would go oult and play until aboul $:00. 'Then

it wase in Lhe house Lo tune in "Liltlle Orphan Annje" on the radlo.

This wans usually o conlinuod series, hut Lhe beslt part came at the

end ol the program when Lhe announcer would give oul. a special

message which we would figmie oul with our decoder rings. Aflerx

"Little grphan Annie" came "Jdack AvrmsLrong", and then "All American

Boy™, anolher oep jac,

Caltherine Gustalson
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BEFORE 'I'V WS

On Bunday aflternoon we would i-jde downtown so my falher could

yel the hasoball scores which were on a board, attached to a
building at sixth and Eael Avenue. N man wilh chalk would update
Vhe ccotes as needed, and LLowas A 1enlly close game, we would

park theire for awhije.

Catherine Gugtafson
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WIIA'C U DED BEFORE TV

In the suwmnerbime, wo would Lalke walks and play ouldoors.
We would play Lhings Like bhaseball, hop-scotch, and jacks. Ourx
neiyhbora would come over to sil on tLhe ront porch and visit
willi e, I the winlerLime, we would have a lolb of the nelghbor
childien in Lo make popcorn.  Somelimes we would have a taffy
pull which was a lobt of fun. The neigybbors had a phonograph and
wo'd play 1ecords, sing, and danee around.  We also liked to play
all kinda of card games.

tn those days, we didn't do wuch reading because all we had
Lo 1ead by was oil lamps. We didn't gel electric until 1 was
aboul rive years old. When we wanted Lo hear the news we had to
go to lhe neighbors. We didn't gel a radio until 1 was aboubt six

yearas old,

porinda Jenkins

67




( ©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

WIIN'T Wi DD BEFOIIE

<

Pepecially ot Saturday evenings | always enjoyed the "Hit

Parade iogram' . I had a nolebook thal I would write Uhe songs

down in oo Lhey announced o,

I also liked Lhe mystery prograus,

Loo., I know my Jamily alwaye enjoyed lLhe jews.

Hy mother and L loved lo play the pjiano. I took lessons and

was all aeady [or Lhe recital when L gol sick. After that I was

unabte Lo conlinne wilh wmy loamons. I had learned enough about

music Lo puls the noles on papar, like Tor the sonygs 1 would hear on

the radio. 1 just wish L had my notebooks and the music that I had

played.

bosbill enjoy dTislening Lo and playing music sometimes.

mowing music has helped me with my singing in our choir at church.

Bess Martin
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LU BIFORE 'V

Betfore PV Lthore were o 1ol more oulaide aclivities. We had

neighborhood haseball gawmes:, 1oller skalting on Lthe sldewalks, and

hide -and seel oulside. Then when the evening came we listened 1n
a qgroup lo the radio.  We heard Durng and Allan, Jack Benny, and
the FEd gullivan showe. Alorwards there were the news and

mus tenl shows., We wep e

reatly able Lo enjoy games of Monopoly

and cards more than chi ldren do today. 1L was an interesting

Lime to live,

Iilsa Rulh
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WHAT 0 DID BEFORE TV
o

Ns a ohild yrowing up holore there was TV, 1 remember jumplng

tope, aolbler akalting, and bhilke Iriding. 1

—

v my homebtown, we had a
® swimming poal in he aily.

L was born in the venteor of ULhe stale, Altoona, which was a

Aailioad Lown., We uged Lo see a Lot of trains and would count the

aitirond cars an they wenl bhy. N couple of wiles f1rom Altoona ls

The wor el famous Hop stoglioe Cur ve, When woe went to llorseshoe Curve,

we hoped Lo see a Lrain going around. 1L was always cool there on

° ol summer nighls,

The Penn Allo Hotel was jumored Lo linve had Abraham Lincoln

visil and sloop Lhere.

® Jane Sparks
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WINT W DLD BEFORE TV

1 the wealher permilted, a yroup of us would hilke oul into

Lhe counly. We would go aboul two miles out and back. When we

were done hiking we would go back Lo someone's house and do

different lhings. Some of the things we did were silt and sing

while one of our 1 iends pltayed the piano, have a taffy pull and

oal i, or cook and ahell poeanuls.,

Only once a week our movie playaod. There were a lobt of

churches around.  On Sunday we went to church and our younhg people

grouped Logelher and had oulings out of town. N couple of our

Fathers would drive us Lo Uhe town wher e our meetings were.

Marian Wood
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CLOTIHING STYLES FROM MY CHILDHOOD

When 1 was a little givl, my parenls were poor and could not

alford Lo buy wme a lobk of clolhes. 1 wore sunsults in the summer
and

Litlle sleeveless dresses of thal Utime, the 1930's. When I

became a Leenager 1 wore litltle dresses wilth belts Lhal tied in the

back. I hated them, especially when 1 went Lo high school. The

olher girlas wore skirle mud blouses 01 swealbters and saddle sghoes.

Some wore wide poodle skiills; some wore stockings or high socks.

I felt ont of place and embarrassed. 1

felt different.

I decided Lhalt summer to find sone work to do Lo make some

money Lo buy my own clothes. 1 jolned a crop-picking club; you had

to he 16, Fvery morning a pickup Lruck would park on the corner

and pick up the kKids in wy neighborhood. We plcked currants flrst,

Lhen strawberries, cherries, elo. Il was as brown as a berry

mwysoll, and heallhy  looking, L made  enough money Lo by sowe

skirls, blouses, stockings, swealters and one $25 war bond. My

wolher and  Jfather were bolh very proud of me and Lreated me
special, I fell proud and good when 1| went back to school that

Fal 1.

Madeline Geerlson
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CLOTHING STYLES FROM MY CHLLDIOOD

We had special clolhes for school, church and play. For

school we had a real nice (ess and shoes. When we got home from

sclhivol we had to change our clolhes before we went out to play.

Mosl of the Lime in the summer we had Lo go barefool. For church

our dresses and shoes wele more dressy lthan our school clothes.

osl of our dresses and slips were hand wade.

In tha month of NMay when 1 was in school we always had a

Maypole dancve. We had a chahce lthat day Lo gel all dressed up for

up for thalt speaial event.
Lorinda Jenklns
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