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INTRODUCTION

This course is designed to develop specific reading skills in learners who have
had at least 30 quarter hours of Arabic. The selections and tasks contained in the
textbook are meant to promote reading fluency by increasing the reading speed,
which is believed to contribute to better comprehension. Also, all texts *'should be
related to the readers in some way; through their personal experience, their
background knowledge, or perhaps through their knowledge of the world. If they can
recognize a piece of text as a postcard, for example, then certain expectations about
what to find in it will be activated in their minds, thus, facilitating comprehension.
No text will be totally unfaiailiar to readers. There should be at least one familiar
element which will help create the appropriate context for it.

There are two major reading strategies used in the textbook to help learners
develop the ability to read fluently. They are the skills of skimming and scanning.
The former is developed through asking general questions about the reading text
which have to do with purpose, audience, writer, and so forth. The reader's attention
is focused on the aim of the text, who wrote it, to whom it is addressed, the reason for
which it was written, what kind of publication in which it can be found, and so forth.
The latter skill (scanning) is addressed through asking questions about specific bits
of information. In this case, the reader's task will be to locate this information
without having to process large chunks of written discourse. Generally skimming
activities are used before scanning ones. The reason is to enable readers to establish
the context of the passage first and then to move toward textual details.

Learner tasks also include transforming information, i.e., changing its form. For
example, learners may read biographical information about a certain person and are
asked then to fill out an identification card or an application form for that person or
write a resumé, for example. Furthermore, they may be asked to write a short
advertisement based on a description of an activity, an event, an object, or a person.
All the information to be used in the writing task is derived from the interaction
between the reader's general knowledge and the facts gleaned from the text.
Naturally, all these activities involve comprehension, or making sense out of a text.
The process of comprehension is never interrupted by asking questions that involve
grammatical analysis, though certain granunatical or stylistic points are dealt with
and relevant exercises are included.

The materials of this course are divided into small units for easy management.
Each unit contains one or more texts preceded and followed by reading
comprehension exercises and questions and vocabulary exercises. A glossary of new
vocabulary items concludes each unit.

As stated above, the main focus in this textbook is on developing reading fluency.
Other language skills, however, will not be neglected. Classroom activities, for
instance, will be mainly oral, revolving around the topic or topics contained in the
reading material. Writing exercises are done in context because they are based on
comprehension of the text. They are included to reinforce learning, which is the
result of comprehension, by replicating the reading text in a different fashion or by
manipulating information to create different forms with the same purpose. All
language skills are integrated to produce optimum learning.

* The word text is used here to mean any written passage regardless of length or format.
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.1.1,1%11

bilingual (literally, double language) at " JiI ;.? J.) :)..n" j1st LycjI

: :LA well-made al. . _ . _ -

4z."J):, (r) = iJ1 (I)

(t) = (r)

Note that in (1) and 4:1.111.0 in (3) agree with the noun which is a

non-rational plural, thus calling for femnine singualr reference. But in (2) and (4),

which are similar in structure to the sentences in the following exercise, J-33... in

(2) and '&11.6- in (4) agree with the nouns ;41ii and La, which are feminine and

masculine, respectively. This explains why the same adjective is feminine in (3) and

masculine in (4).

You can describe people or object in many ways, including the two structures above.

Take a sentence like

61.3 JI

which informs us about Ahmad, that he has many children. The sentence describing
-him is made up of LL and Another way of conveying the same information,

perhaps in a more elegant style, is to say:

The phrase that describes Ahmad in the second sentence is an idafa phrase. Note

that ..5, agrees with ...tA..%1 in case, gender, and number and that .3.1tiVI has kasra

because it is 4.4 iLL Notice also that JV JVI has acquired the definite article and

lost the possessive pronoun 10. In both sentences, however, this word is definite.
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You have read the phrase ,17%1 Jii 04" (not
only for word processing, but also for programming). The purpose of using this

structure is to focus on the information occurring at the end of the phrase. Thus,

in this sentence carries more weight than .1_4=1 The sentence

basically means "for word processing and for programming"as you can see below:

The structure ... ... .Li; -04, therefore, equals -J. Notice also that if the

information you want to stress is the object of a verb, the structure takes a slightly

different form, where the negative particles .0.1 .V are used instead of -0L1 e.g.,

.LitertSI 'Lg.( < < < -.)LA::%JI 'SST
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follow; come next

run into, encounter

solve
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copy

inside

rectangle

wanted

have a glimpse of

burn, be on fire

fire

fire brigade

return

nice

accident

traffic

emergency

ZLI:111 iI

offer

double; (bi-)
1)-4

arriving (from)

for (the purpose of)

government office

negotiate ('0°.!Li13:2) -0°,5 111-

personal

know (ida--2) -efc

well-made tiLaul

condition (.1.j.r2:g)

word processing

think, guess (&IL)
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to perfect
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contact (by telephone) ('J.4) -S-251
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