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GEQGRAFHY AND BREADINME: AN INTEGRATED ARPROACH TO TEACHING

READING SEILLS

ABSTRACT:  Social studies presentz  an excating  venue for

teachers who, pressed for fime, =s2e the need for integrating

azocial =+tudizs  {(geography: and reading shills. Literature

based readimg is & high interest means of introducing social

il

studigs concepts and vocabulary to children. Bkills can also

be taught wusing the vocabulary from the social studies unit.
This saves tims. Fresented are many generic activities which
can be ussd 1N many ways and adapted to almest any social
studies unit aor literature based reading program. Most of

all, these activities are fun. Children learn from them and

they enjoy doing these activities!

EEY WORDS: vocabulary, reading skills, sequenced instruction,

literature based reading, word analysis, phonics, social

studies vocabulary
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Sgecial studiese and reading make terrific partners! Children
have a huge wnterest in the world around them. The vocabulary

precented during & sogial studies i1s of high freguency: these

words A a  great deal of bhe time dwring the wanab.

vocabulary: wse

Capitalizs aon highh freguency social studl

ills achivibties

ittt teach readicng skills. The reading
ocresented in this article are: vowsl sounds, blends, rhvmes,
digraphs, wvocabulary drill, alphabetical order, seguencing,
dEECFibiﬁg words, sorting, classifying., and compound words
zyvllable identirication, and compare/contrast.

Integrating social studies and reading skilles serves two
purposes: 1. reading skills are reinforced and 2. sccial
studies vocabulary and concepts are reinforced. Integrating
these two subject areas also saves teaching and preparation
time. It seems that every vear, there is more to teach im the
same amount of time!

All of the activities presented are generic. They can be
used equally well at any grade level or with a group of
children of any ability level. These activities can be used
with any social studies unit. (You can try these activities
with science units, too.) Save your creations from one vyear
to the next. You may not always use the same activities with
every group, but having a repertoire of activities helps to
make you a better teacher. Develop a collegial rapport with

vour peers: share with them. If each member of your team
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develaops reading skills with social studies activities for a
unit, yvou all have that many more activities bo draw from.
Same of these activities cam be dittoed or photocopisd for

fun, challenging.

s@alt worik. These sealb work activities
and meaningiul . Developing reading skills with scocial studies
vacabulary helps students with their creative writing. Many
activities can bhe used as small group asszignments. This helps
Etud@étﬁ t2arn to work cooperatively. You canm also use these
activities in & whole class setting with vou. the teacher, as
the recorder.

Save time correcting student work- let students correct
their work with you. Fut answers on the blackboard or the
overhead projiector. FRemember, don’'t Jjust show them the
answers. Take time to read each example and discuss.
Discussior strengthens speaking and listening skills. Many
students will remember vocabulary and concepts better after
they hear a peer explain it. These activities are desigred to
be fun— so enjoy yourself.

The =kille can be used in many ways and in different
situations. Integrating reading skills with social studies
vocabulary allows teachers opportunities to see if students
can apply these =kills in a non-reading situation. Teachers
can use social studiez wvocabulary to teach reading skills

during a directed activity. Direct instruction of new skills

using social studies vocabulary assists students in learning

S
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'
Both the mew skill and the new vocabulary.
can uss examples of vocabulary from the social

&= a beginning point ts introduce cther exampl

~h
k]

o f owords wikh the same skill. IF shudyving China and reading

- 1l

apout Picg, the Duck, bhe teacher can introduce "China in

contant, explain fthe “och" digraph and proceed to introduce

MArY wWorss with the ot sournd.
Thizs means that it i3z necesszary Tor teachers to do a

used for social studiss/literature

ritical reading of text

hased reading activities. It is for teachers to

actively look for words with which they cam build shkill
lessons.

Carsful pre-planning iz neceszary to successfully use
reading skille with social studies instruction. By writing
out vocabulary first, and then looking for patterms which
form a nucleus for ckills lessons, teachers can effectively
and efficently teach both vocabulary and reading skills. Of
course, this takes time. But if a teacher does one unit per
semester, gradually an entire year's worth of skill lessons
will be developed. Again, sharing with colleagues saves time
and builds activity units faster. For this article, I have
used activities which I developed for our social studies unit

on families in China. Remember, the activities are generic:

they can be applied to any social studies unit. .

ERIC 6
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Erainshborming 13 an essential part of building

reading sccial studies wvocabulary (see figure 1.1 The teachar

can create lists of words at the beginning of @ach unit. Fre-

planning is ezsential. Children can brainstorm independentl /.,
as small groups, and as an #nbire class with the teacher as

the recorder. 1t iz important to  teach the children to
piggvback on the ideas of others. Figgybacking helps children

think of more ideas based upon ancther’'s suguesticns. The

teacher, who is familiar with the vocabulary from the unit,

ions. If reading literature

15
s

can  also  as crompting quest
about the area under study, more veocabulary can be added to
the brainstorm list. The vocabulary list iz hung prominently
in the room. Thie word bank will be used by the children tc
complete many activities. The teacher or students can add to
he list as the children learn more new words during the unit.
By critically amalyzing the word list, the teacher can
develop vocabulary/reading skills activities te reinforce
instruction fort both content areas. The activities in this

article are based upon a first grade social studies on China.

The examples are those which I have used with my students.

Crossword puzzles (see figure Z) are fun for teacher and

student alike. Crossword puzzles are easier to construct if
you use one half inch graph paper. It is easier to block out

the positions of the words and then draw lines around the
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boves. First grade students can learmn the crogssword process

with the teacher’ s aszszistance. There are computer programs

whickh generate corossword puzzles. I+ wou uw=ze computer
programs,  remember to ase lower Ca letters since wa heach

children to read using lower, not upper, case lettersz. Simply

construc tad, puzzles become more difficult as

the vear progres I uswally provide a ward bhank for the

children to refer ko, Crossword puzzlers are not spelling
tests; word banks are reference tools for students. Teach the
children tno alszo refer to the word bank (brainstormed list)

which i= hanging in the room.

Sorting/Classifying are <skills which help children

discriminate among categories. They are thinking skills
activities. There are several types of sorting activities,
In each of the activities, I provide a word bank for students
to use. You may nrnot find this necessary with intermediate
studentz, especially if the word list is displayed in the
room. In this sorting activity (see figure 32) the students
must find ome word from the word bank which belongs to the

larger category. Thus, if the category is "food": the student
will .choose the word "rice" from the word bank. In another
form of sorting, students write all the words froum the word
bank which.belong to the specified category (see figures 4

and 5.) You can also have students sort out words according

8
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to their vowel sounds or number of syllables.
Sorting/classifying can be a wvery open-ended activity.
Teachers can adiust the mnunber of responses need o complete

e actisiby  to corrgspondg fo 0 the abiliby level of hhe

student. ms wath mary of  bhe activities, thers is ample

opportunity  for studenhtsz to work 10 comaperatlve groups.
Some btimes  the categori themselves may be  esample o f

reading skills:s finding compound words.

A ice area much e @t construct 1 you weEe one
Malf imch graph paper. Heeping the columns straight is easier
with graph paper. Circle the letters in the clue words which
will spell the missing word (see figure &.) This activity can
be designed with either word or picture clues.

Finding blends or diqraphs is an activity which
reinforces reading skills using social studies vocabulary. In
the first activity (see figure 7,) the words to be used are
listed for the student. The student then circles the blend or
digraph in the word. This helps the teacher see if the
ztudent knows what blends cor digraphs are and if he/she can
recognize blends or digraphs in words. In another form, the

teacher lists just the blend or digraph (see figure 8) and

the student must find an example from the word list.

Vowel gounds can be sorted, too. The headings, for

9
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@rample, are "short a' and "long . The student must sort
words from the word banl according to whichever category the
words  helong to (sec Tigurs 9.0 This actoviby can boe made
more it faculi by adding words o wibh "long &t souwnds whiozh Jdo

not Rave  the lebtter "a' i thwesn, lake  the word "slaedgh.

Futting words which ars neithaer "loang & or “shorbt a" can
Metk@ bl activity more difficult, too. The werd "card" would
be an example. The teacher can adjust the challenge level to
Fit the ability of the student., A related activity would bhe
ty havie students search for words that have silent letters.
Thiz ie appropriate especially iT vou are talking about the

silent "e" rule or vowel digraphs like "ai" or "ea".

Fuzzle hoxes are one way of analyzing the shape of the

word. Use one half inch graph paper to write and trace the
shape of the word. The letter "a" is dne bov. The letter "h"
iz 2 boxes tall (see figure 1¢.) Many children learn to
recognize words by their shape. You can also draw a picture
of each word as a clue (see figure 11) which reinforces the
meaning of each word. If you are doing a puﬁzle box activity
with a small group or the entire class, use "100 chart paper"
to construct your boxes. The paper will save you time and

result in a neater product.

Word searches can alsa be constructed using one half




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

]

GRAEHY AND READING SEILLS

arch graph paper (see figure 12.) You can also use "100 chart

paper" for small/large group instruction. Start by filling in

bl spag where vow want words to go. Findsh by filling in

the blankszs. The oraph paper mabas a neater proguct. [t can be

o
(93
-
-
P
i

rtocopiad or dittoed for geabt work. Word banbts are wersy

”

i

backwardzs or

ipful o fthe shwdent, I do nolt write words

5

n

dragonally. Mis s confusing for studentz.

Alphabelbical order iz amobtber activity which can be used

to reinforce reading/social studies skills. The teacher lists
a group of words and the student numbers them in the zorrect
order (see figure 13.) In a variacicon, the teacher gives each
student % word cards, the shudent puts these words in
alphabetical order. The teacher continues to hand each child
a word card which the student places in the right order
within the lizt he/she has started. This a good small group
activity. Again, the teacher adiustz the difficulty of the
activity by shortening or lengthening the number of words
each student uses. [f you have a simple picture of something
pertaining to the unit, you can make an alphabetical order

dot-to~-dot using words from the unit (see figure 14.)

In making an alphabetical list, the student uses one

word for each letter of the alphabet. The words must pertain

to the unit under study (=ee figure 15.) Explain to the
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students that there wili not alwayes be a vocabulaormy word rfor

@ach latter of Lihe  alphabelb. At ter Ehea word izt L:

compleved, wach cohalg bakes: a letber and the word, wses LU dn

t2, and draws osn tllusteatoon. The respel b ong can be

The page-s are Chan collated and bouwnd it a olass

hig book. The chiidren haye mads &

vl I there s

more  Fhan one word  for gach letter, the other worde can be

acdaed, Children who complete their first assigned page <an Jdo

pagee for other wards. You can alse paghe each zheet together
and make an alphabet friesze to display. This looks great whan
digplayed in T he hall abowve b he lackers.

By modeling the activity (this includes all activities
uwnder discussion) the teacher demonstrates not orly how to
complete each activity., he demonstrates the thought processes
needed to complete the activity. These activitiez involve

thinking about how words are used. Thinking e€kills are an

important part of the readimng program.

AN easier tyvpe of word search involves putting the words

in a row across a line (see figure 14.) This 1is a good
beginning to teach the concept of word searches. Children
circle the words found in the line. There will be no words
going down the paper. For beginning students this is good
because we do teach children to réad left-to-right and not

reading down the paper.

12 o
- Wt
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With a word and pictuwre match the children write a word

with the pilicture you have

from the word bank  which

dirawn tagure 17.) This is easv Lo draw on & ditto master

or  photocopy. You can also draw the pictures on the black

= i

board. This activity, along with the others in the article,
make excellent s@alt work activitiez which are  easily
corrected. Im fact, correcting them as a whole group after
work-time, saves time for the teacher. Students see these
activitiez az games, not necescsarily work. Correcting their
own work provides immediate feedback. Children share their
answers and explain them, too. The discussion is an important
part of the activity.

1f vou have access to a good set of pictures, you can do
this activity as a small group, directed vocabulary exercise.
The "Mational Gecgraphic Magazine"” has excellent pictures on
almost every social studies unit you can imagine. These
pictures are often superior to those pictures and
illustrations provided in texts and literature. Cut out the
pictures, make word cards, and the students can begin to
match the word with the picture. If you have access to a good
number of magazines, children can cut-out those pictures they
like, paste them in newsprint booklets and label them. There
is often a wealth of detail in pictures and many times

rhildren dislike drawing the illustrations for their

sentences. You may want toc send a i@fter home, asking parents
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Lo donate old travel magazinss laiwe the "Geograpbic.”

A1 marks on the

Ofkan 1t 13 helpful fo use

vrcl-oe bt thedr words.,

vocatiedary to help students

dictionary wEing diacriticali

I{  wiow are
marks on the  word cards iz & grsat  way to introduce
dictionary respellings to students. Thisz way they can focus
or your word card and neot be distracted by obher things on

dictionary pages.

Describing words iz a way to invelve studentz in using
adiectives and adverbs. The teacher provides the noun or the
verb from the social studies vocabulary list (see figure 18.)
The student chooses as describing word for each example from
the word bank. NMNot providing a word bank would make this a
more challenging activity. If the nmnoun was '"paddy", the

student might write "wet" as a describing word.

Rhvming pairs is a means of reviewing rhyming words.

The student chooses "X" number of werds from the word bank
and thinks of rhyming words for e=ach of them. The teacher
selects how many words each student reeds to use to reach
closure. For less able students the teacher provides a list
of words with an appropriate selection of rhyming words from
the word bank (see figure 19.) Challenge your students to

think of rhyming words that could also be describing words.




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

GECGRAFHY AMD READING SEILLS

Jelop  seguencing shille, tihe children can mapkae

gomething from the wunit and

M i wfer e . o 1 e e
i the steps they Ltook o

complete the activiiby., If studyving Thims., a zmall group of

pregare rice, Activities that invaslve food are

very enlaobtz of tum for children and children seem to sitteEnd

better to the sequencing inveolved. They can Lbhen write orF
draw the stepe they took to complete the activity. When
beginning this activity, it is necessary Tor the tsacher Lo
model the activity first. The teacher completes the activity.
Afterwards, the =students tell what was done and the teacher
records the procedure on graph paper.

The teacher can also put a series of simple sequence
pictures on paper for children to cut out and paste in order.
Having first had experiences with the sequencing activity,
during the first part of the year, makes the sequence
writing/drawing process for the students much easier. Let the
children krnow in advance how many steps they will need. Some
children are too general, while others do not provids enough
detail.

Children can design their own travel brochures and
travel posters. This activity enables the student to persuade
the reader. From this the teacher can lead a discussion of
fact or gpinien about selected aspects of the social studies
unit. It is necessary to have data about two sides of the
issue. Collecting interesting newijsarticles is  helpful.
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Lamirnate the articles =0 that bthey remsin useabls for

=1gm EReElr own postags shamps o

pwntt money from the recion uander study. Children

P

selechtead for inclusion on coins

it

toy know why and how items ars

4

Compare and contrast iz another reading skill activity. You

may want to wss a Venn diagram. One circle represents our
neighborhood. The other circle represents the country or
Fegion  under study. The overlapping areas represent the
zimilaritiss betwzen the twe. O you can set up a chart:

column 1 for our region, colunn 2 for similarities, and

column 3 for the region under study. Children can compare and
contrast regions in the same way they compare and contrast
story characters or books they have read. fAs alwavys, when

beginning a skill such as this the children need you to model

the activity before they attempt it independently.

Conclusion: Reading =skills activities can be used to

reinforce social studies vocabulary and concepts. Initially,

it is difficult to design these activities. After designing

these activities, however, the teacher has a repertoire of

activities from which to choose 1in order to assist in

effective and efficient instruction. These activities are
Q

FRIC student centered. Children enjoy the activities and learn
B




fr-om

them.
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FIGURE 1@ BRAIMETORMING

Asila. Froycle, parade, market, pagoo s, paddy, Junmds,
apartment, cloth, good Tuechk, DEAEDEYr , MY . kite, zZoo,
motitary, T ayeeor firecrackers, explode, red, China,

Beiiing, bambeo, MNew Year, jade, fortune cookie, restaurant,
dragon. lamtern, si1lk., pands, rice., tea, chopstick, noodle,
alphaipet, Yangtsze River, Great Wall., harbor, Hong Kong,
Chimatown, Chinese-Americans, trade, nightengale, emperor,
mountains, wiszeman. wildman, Yerin, celebrate, language,

endangered, inventions, wonton, ccean, umbrella

FIGURE =: SORTING
Sorting

food not food

s ol
raars .
. -t

WORD EAME: fortune cookie, rice, panda, chopstick, noocdle,

silk, jade, tea,

Q .18
ERIC
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FIGURE 2¢ CROSSWORD PUZZLE

14
/

CHINA 4
L) :.," :1 i C.- IEI: 4:.: 5 }l ) -. li' -.::-
. g e e s % s " 2
erare] 3 3 a s b 5 e G e
T .: g9 "
'y “. [ xn | -:
L) Y 11
: :' R
1a 13
]
1% y
1
ACROSS CLUES : DOWN CLUES
4. used to makKe bead necklaces 1. a cereal used for food
7. a chinese holiday 2. the chinegse —-——=-— is different
10. an endangered animal from ours
11. something to drink 3. the capital cxty of china
12. a dessert food 5. a symbol of good luck for the new
14. something to eat with year
. 4. it has a candle inside |t
‘8. a plant used for many things*.
‘'sometimes used as food
?. an expensive cloth made from
cocoons '
13. a food sometimes® crunchy

19 p T
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FIGURE 4: CLeSSIFEYING

Classifving

Chooze words  from  the

column.

arimals Tood

- el
i .
- -
S R

FIGURE S: SORTING

1. food

2. animal

brainstorming list to

water hodies

-r

Z. something to drink

4, capital city

5. place to live

WORD BRANE: panda, tice, tea, Beijing, apartment

complete

Mew

oxl

-r

oz h

Year
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FIGURE 61 ACROSTIC WITH UNIT VOCABULARY

0 ( \ : L ” @Q

2 - ®
¢ — 49¢
o[ T $Y§8
©_| — s
R | CIeXTN
@ } |
| ® §:§
gw © @ j
i‘(\agtc war& B

‘word bank: Jurﬁ« hay»!a money
empbmr apartment paramﬁ
umbrella , ...
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FIGURE 7@ RLEMDS ARD '

wse these blends and digraphzs to make words aboul China

<l 3k Ch chr by sl w1

[ — ina L S— abit byey 2
bo o @t T ARG e Tl
L PR H. chop . icks

find a word with gach o7 these bhlends or digraphs in the waord

banlk

Vool ook B o -
4. et S o b bV -
7. pY_ - 8. dr

Faor as free—form activity, let the students find all words
with blendfs or digraphs. See if they remember what blends
and digraphs are. Remember to give them a definite number to
find o that the student knows when he/she has reached

closure.

FIGURE B: BLEMDS ANMD DIGRAFHS

circle the blend or digraph in each word

umbrella celebrate trade
Great Wall alphabet chopstick
restaurant firecrackers cloth
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"EIGURE 10! PUZZLE BOXES

muly s

' o } RN L_‘

P e X

77 IngEnspnnll

word bank: drag on b:cycfe
~apartment Asug market
Bﬁumg Cmr‘a pamde

[/ num
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FIGURE Hli PUZ2LE PoOxES WITH PICTURE SLUES

1..”-:»«:."‘%‘ .»..um-mmf

@ _ e @) s L
o hitaaadiend D aaal S SIS Lt g : -+ N ol
-

— m
N
2N 1/

im,._.
¥
Miaalai- s

— e
EENEEN

+ e g

word bank:
~heron Junk dfagon opartment
ERIC Pagoda ﬁf@CT@Ck@F’ Siike %‘ea 24
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FIGURE|1: WORD SEARCH

abcdetfgh i klb
m | ,iJ]Bel\J 'ng k[
nd mho G pg ro0 g#uC
onr vwxyad z0apc )
pi—ideparade{igc
qjechijkaw I m no |
rrCApgrg scFuve
gﬂwsxyzoasl | K s
+Chindbnede€ah
U\/.WGX\/‘Z.C& bcd e%g

'word bank: market -_
Beijing tea rice noodles silk parade
China Asia bicyclf_is dragon lantern

ERIC |
25
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FLoURE 9: YOWEL SOUNDG '

find a word with sach vowel sound

Toorg wvowe ) zounds ahort rowel counds

© %)
il 1
WORD  BadMb s chopestach.  Junlk, pagoda, Tfortune cookie, rice,

S1lk, market, twa, Asia, paddy

FIGURE 17: ALPHARETICAL ORDER

number these words in ABC order from 1 to 3
China — chopsticks
_Beijing e rastaurant
Homng Kong egg roll
Shanghai ___ _bamboo
trade noodle

How do the words in each list belong together?
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GEOGRAF’HY AND READING SKILLS
FIGURE |4: DOT ~TO~DOT"

d ragen ¢ 'FDV'['L(ne cookie
. 3ood luck
C hina, — . HOHSKOng
. ] Junk
_BCUinS
ASl'a T- | ’ ’ [O{nh‘;r‘n

mone.)/
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GEOQGRAFPHY AND READIMNG SKILLS

FIGURE 1%: ALFHAEET LIST '

write a word for each letter of the alphabet

A Asia M noodle

£ hamiboo 1 ccean

Z China F parnda

I odyagan G

= =gg roll R orice

F Tireworks S =ilk

5 gamaes T tea

H Hong Fong U unbrella
I inventions )

Jd junk W wonton

E kite X

L lantern Y Yangtse River
M money Z zoo

Extra: draw a picture for each

Extra: can you think of other words for each letter

FIGURE 16: WORD SEARCH IM A LIME

circle pach mystery word in the line

1. teabcdragonefghiiunklmnophinkloumbraellanoecdnoodle

-

2. abtdefortunecookiefghijk1antyerndpandaqr5tuv5wertyy

Z. hijklmnoodlegrsilkteauvwiyzoofredswayearjuiopapergh

4, lmnopgrsilktuvwzyBeijingapartmentbacdesilkonforiceaince
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FIGURE 18: DRESCRIBIMG WORDS !
wrtter & describing word for each of these
Pambao

jranda

dragon

fii
o+
=
i
ux

use vour describing word pairs in sentsnces

FIGURE 19: RHYMING WORDS

write a rhyming word for each of these

dragon

jade

rice

vear _ o

money —
extras can you write a rhyming word that is also a describing

word

extra: use vour rhyming pairs in sentences
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