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AI

Lisa A. Spiegel and Maurine Richardson

Children's and Adolescent Literature from the Pacific Rim

What is the Pacific Rim? It is made up of the nations that share the shoreline of the Pacific

Ocean, and there are thirty-eight nations located in this area.

The Atlantic nations have been the focus of the world's economy, business, tourism, literary and

art world for the last five centuries. But that is changing, however, for the Pacific Rim area can boast

of some of the world's largest economies, six of the seven powerful armies, and over half of the world's

population. This is also an area of stark contrasts, as some of the world's highest population densities

are found in Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Macao and Singapore as well as some of the least

dense population areas of the world being in Canada, Australia, and Antarctica. An area of contrasting

climates form from the rainforests of the tropical regions to the ice and snow covered Antarctica. And,

since the Pacific Ocean covers one-third of the earth's surface and is 8,000 miles at the widest point it

has received the nickname "Ring of Fire" as ninety-one percent of the world's active volcanoes are

located in this area (Phillips and Levi, 1988).

As this emerging giant is bordering on the western shore of our country, it would seem as if the

study of the Pacific Rim should be part of the curriculum in elementary and secondary schools with the

major emphasis on preparing students for the twenty-first century in an interdependent global society.

It is important that students understand the culture of the Pacific Rim countries.

According to Hernandez (1989), the definition of culture is a system of beliefs, standards, and

values which is instrumental in guiding a particular group of people's behavior, feelings, and thoughts.

A culture is a dynamic process which helps a person make sense of his or her life and understand the

behavior of others (Spindler and Spindler, 1990).

The Pacific Rim is rich in cultural diversity. Literature written for children and adolescents is

an ideal way to help students gain an understanding of the area and its people. According to Bishop

(1987), students can learn through literature that all people are alike with the same emotions, needs,

and desires, but at the same time can understand the differences among cultural groups. Students should

also be able to understand the effects of social issues and forces that shape the lives of these people and

comprehend the values that are transmitted in a culture.



This comprehension and compassion can be developed thmugh the use of multicultural

literature. Harris (1992) states that multicultural literature is literary works that focus on people of

color, religious and regional minorities, the disabled, and the aged. To further help a student's

understanding of differences, a teacher should include multiethnic literature , which deals with people

of diverse backgrounds within the United States, including African Americans, Native Americans,

Hispanic Americans, and Asian Americans.

According to Sims (1982), teachers should use culturally conscious literature that accurately

reflects a group's culture, language, history, values, and does not present the group as stereotypes but as

complex human beings. Another consideration for teachers is to use social conscious literature written

about minorities to help both majority and minority readers understand the conditions of fellow humans

(Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, 1993). If a teacher decides to use these literature types, then he or she

should provide a foundation by presenting background information such as political and social views

prominent when the work was written and what has occurred in society since that period of time to

improve conditions and feelings toward the cultural group.

To select appropriate literature a teacher should consider the following: (1) the general

accuracy of the story line, (2) lack of stereotypes, (3) use of appropriate language rather than

derogatory slang, (4) accurate perspective of the author and, (5) story line and illustrations need to be

current in fact and interpretation in children's and adolescent literature (Ramirez and Ramirez, 1994).

Basic guidelines on what multiethnic books should portray have been developed by Ramirez

and Ramirez (1994). These guidelines include the following points: (1) the literary work should reflect

the authentic way of life for a group of people, (2) provide accurate information about the people in

the story and attempt to correct any historical errors or omissions, (3) the characters should be true to

life by providing a positive image rather than prejudiced description or stereotypical view, (4) the

illustrations should be a true reflection of the group, and (5) the language should provide insight into

the group.

The children's literature bibliography has two perspectives; a compilation of authors from the

Pacific Rim countries and authors from the Pacific Rim and other countries who have written books
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about the region. Pacific Rim countries represented in children's literature written in English or

translated in this bibliography are Antarctica, Australia, Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica,

El Salvador, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,

Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, United States, Vietnam, and Islands of the

Pacific (Appendix A). Also included are books presenting a global perspective.

The adolescent literature bibliography presents books with themes or characters from the

Pacific Rim area. Countries represented include Australia, Cambodia, Canada, Costa Rica, El

Salvador, Japan, Korea, Laos, Mexico, New Zealand, China, Russia, United States, and Vietnam

(Appendix B).

In both bibliographies, those countries not represented indicates that either books representing

this area were not found to be suitable (outdated, stereotyped, etc.) or a book representing this area was

not found at all. While some Pacific Rim countries feature a dearth of literature, many others do not. It

would seem appropriate and timely for educators to discover the native literature of all the Pacific

Rim countries, especially those not widely represented by children's and adolescent books.
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APPENDIX A

Pacific Rim Bibliography By Authors From or About the Area

Antarctica

Cowcher, H. (1990). Antarctica. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Australia

(1990). Australia in pictures. Lerner.
(1986). Australia. Time-Life Books.

Arnold, C. (1987). Australia today. Franklin Watts.
Baker, J. (1991). Window. Greenwillow.
Baker, J. (1988). Where the forest meets the sea. Greenwillow.
Barba let, M. (1991). The wolf. Macmillan.
Base, G. (1992). The sign of the seahorse. Harry N. Abrarns, Inc.
Base, G. (1989). The Eleventh Hour. Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Base, G. (1987). Animalia. Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Base, G. Jabberwocky. Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Base, G. Ali Babe and the forty thieves. Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Base, G. My Grandma lived in Gooligulch. Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Bergamini, D. (1964). The land and wildlife of Australia. New York: Time Incorporated.
Blunden, G. (1959). The land and people of Australia. J. B. Lippincott.
Browne, R. (1987). A family in Australia. Lerner.
Browne, R. (1985). An Aboriginal family. Lerner.
Cavanna, B. (1965). Doug of Australia. Franklin Watts.
Cawthorne, W. A. (1989). Who killed cockatoo? Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
Chatwin, B. (1988). The Song lines. Penguin.
Collins, A. (1987). Jacob's ladder. Dutton/Lodestar.
Davidson, R. (1983). Tracks. Pantheon.
Eberle, 1 (1967). Koalas live here. Doubleday.
Eugene. T. (1981). Koalas and kangaroos: Strange animals of Australia. National Geographic

Sodety.
Fienberg, A. (1991). The magnificent nose and other marvels. Little, Brown.
Fox, M. (1990). Possum magic. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
Thx, M. (1989). Night noises. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
r ox, M. (1988). Hattie and the fox. Bradbury Press.
Fox, M. (1988). Koala Log. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
Fox, M. (1985). Wilfrid uordon McDonald Partridge. Kane/Miller Books.
French, J. (1991). Rain stones. Angus & Robertson.
Garrett, D. and Grinrod, W. (1990). Australia. Steck-Vaughn.
George, D. V. (1986). Australia. Childrens Press.
Germaine, E. and Burckhardt, A. (1990). Cooking the Australian way. Lerner.
Gunner, E. and McConky, S. (1985). A Family in Australia. Franklin Watts.
James, I. (1989). Australia. Franklin Watts.
Klein, R. (1987). Hating Alison Ashley. Viking.
Lepthien, E. U. (1982). Australia. Stryker-Post.
Lo, M. (1988). Tucking mommy in. Orchard Books.
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MacDougall, T. (1978). Beyond dreamtime: The life and lore of the Aboriginal Australian.
Coward, McCann.

Meeks, A. R. (1991). Enora and the black crane. Ashton Scholastic.
Nilsson, E. (1991). The house guest. Viking Press.
Noonan, M. (1988). McKenzie's boots. Orchard.
Park, R. (1984). Playing beatie bow. Atheneum.
Pepper, S. (1987). Australia. Franklin Watts.
Phipson, J. (1985). Hit and run. Macmillan.
Phipson, J. (1981). A tide flowing. Atheneum.
Pop le, M. (1990). The other side of the family. Knopf.
Rau, M. (1981). Red earth, blue sky: The Australian outback. Thomas Y. Crowell.
Roughsey, D. (1988). The rainbow serpent. Gareth Stevens.
Roughsey, D. (1973). The giant devil-dingo. Macmillan.
Roughsey, D. and Trezise, P. (1988). Giadja the Moon. Gareth Stevens.
Roughsey, D. and Trezise, P. (1988). The flying fox warriors. Gareth Stevens.
Roughsey, D. and Trezise, P. (1988). Turramulli the giant Quinkin. Gareth Stevens.
Rubinstein, G. (1991). Dog in, Cat out. Omnibus.
Southall, 1. (1988). Josh. Macmillan.
Spence, E. (1977). The devil hole. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.
Stark, A. (1987). Australia: A lucky land. Dillon.
Terrill, R. (1988). The Australians. Simon & Schuster.
Thiele, C. (1988). Shadow shark. Harper Collins.
Thiele, C. (1974). Fire in the stone. Harper Collins.
Trezise, P. (1988). The peopling of Australia. Gareth Stevens.
Trezise. P. and Haginikitas, M. (1988). Black duck and water rat. Gareth Stevens.
Trince, R. and Argent, K. (1985). One woolly wombat. Kane/Miller.
Uttemorrah, D. (1991). Do not go around the edges. Magabala Books.
Wheatley, N. and Rawlins, D. (1990). My place. Longbeach, CA: Australia in Print.
Wild, M. (1991). Let the celebration begin! Orchard.
Wilson, B. K. (1990). Acacia terrace. Scholastic.
Wrightson, P. (1991). The sugar-gum tree. Viking Press.
Wrightson, P. (1989). Balyet. Macmillan.
Wrightson, P. (1977). The ice is coming. Atheneum.
Yanagi, A. (1988). Australia. Gareth Stevens.

Brunei

Cambodia

Carrison, M. P. (1987). Cambodian folk stories from the Gatiloke. Tuttle.
Chandler, D. P. (1991). The land and people of Cambodia. HorperCollins.
Criddle, J. D. and Mam, T. B. (1987). To destroy you is no loss: The Odyssey of a Cambodian

family. Little, Brown.
Crew, L. (1989). Children of the river. Delacorte.
Ngor, H, and Warner, R. (1987). Haing Ngor A Cambodian Odyssey. Macmillan.
Tooze, R. (1963). Our rice village in Cambodia. The Viking Press.
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Canada
. (1989). Canadian childhoods: a tundra anthology. Tundra,

Andrews, J. (1985). Very last first time. Macmillan.
Blades, A, (1971). Mary of Mile 18. Tundra.
Bell, W. (1990). Forbidden city: A novel of modern China. Bantam.
Bellingham, B. (1985). Storm child. Lorimer.
Bouchard, D. (1990). The elders are watching. Eagle Dancer/Raincoast Books.
Brebeuf, J. de. (1990). The huron carol. Lester & Orpen Denneys.
Brooks, M. (1991). Two moons in August. Little, Brown.
Burnford, S. (1961). The incredible journey. Little, Brown and Company.
Carrier, R. (1991). The boxing champion. Tundra Books.
Carrier, R. (1991). A happy New Year's day. Tundra Books.
Cleaver, E. (1985). The enchanted caribou. Oxford University Press.
Collura, M. L. (1984). Winners. Dutton/Dial.
Culleton, B. (1984). April raintree. Pemmican Publications.
Downie, M. A. and Robertson, B. (1984). The new wind has wings: Poems from Canada. Oxford

University Press.
Doyle, B. (1984). Angel square. Groundwood/Douglas & McIntyre.
Ellis, S. (1991). Pick-up sticks. Mc Merry.
Ellis, S. (1990). Next-door neighbors. Macmillan.
Fujiwara, A. (1989). Baachan! Geechan! Arigato: A story of Japanese Canadians. Momiji.
Garrigue, S. (1985). The eternal spring of Mr. Ito. New York: Bradbury Press.
Greenwood, B. (1990). Spy in the shadows. Kids Canadian Press.
Harrison, T. (1977). Children of the Yukon. Tundra.
Hearn, E. (1984). Good morning Franny. Women's Press.
Heneghan, J. (1988). Promises to come. Over lea House.
Hewitt, M. and Mackay, C. (1981). One proud summer. Penguin.
Home, C. (1989). Nykola and granny. Gage JeanPac.
Houston, J. (1986). The falcon bow: An Artic legend. Macmillan.
Hudson, J. (1984). Sweetgrass. Putnam/Philomel.
Ibbitson, J. (1991). 1812: Jeremy and the general. Macmillan.
James, J. C. (1988). My name is Louis. Penumbra Press.
Kaplan, B. (1986). The empty chair. Western Producer Prairie Books.
Kasper, V. (1988). Street of three directions. Over lea House.
Kogawa, J. (1988). Naomi's road. Oxford University Press.
Kurelek, W. and Engelhart, M. S. (1985). They sought a new world: The story of European

immigration to North America. Tundra.
Kusugak, M. A. (1990). Baseball bats for Christmas. Annick.
Lim, S. (1979). West coast Chinese boy. Tundra.
Little, J. (1972). From Anna. Harper & Row Publisher, Inc.
Mackay, C. (1984). The minerva progam. Lorimer.
Major, K. (1989). Blood red ochre. Delacorte.
McClintock, N. (1989). Sixty-four, Sixty-five. McClelland & Stewart.
McFarlane, S. (1991). Waiting for the whales. Orca Press.
Moak, A. (1984). A big city ABC. Tundra.
Munsch, R and Kusugak, M. A. (1988). A promise is a promise. Annick Press.
Murdock, P. (1987). Deep thinker and the stars. Three Trees Press.
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Parry, C. (1987). Let's celebrate! Canada's special days. Kids Canadian Press.
Pearson, K. (1991). Looking at the moon. Viking.
Pearson, K. (1990). The sky is falling. Viking.
Philip, M. N. (1988). Harriet's daughter. Women's Press.
Po-'in, S. (1991). Travels for two: Stories and lies from my childhood. Firefly Books.
Poulin, S. (1985). Ah! belle cite/A Breautiful city ABC. Tundra Books.
Robertson, J, (1991). Sea witches. Dial.
Roe, E. C. (1989). Circle of light Harper Collins.
Sadiq, N. (1988). Heartbreak high. Lormier.
Sadiq, N. (1985). Camels can make you homesick and other stories. Lorimer.
Smucker, B. (1984). Amish adventure. Penguin.
Smucker, B. (1981). Days of terror. Penguin.
Smucker, B. (1986). Underground to Canada. Penguin.
Sutherland, R. (1988). Son of the hounds. Scholastic.
Takashima, S. (1971). A child in prison camp. Tundra.
Taylor, C. (1985). Julia. Western Producer Prairie Books.
Vineberg, E. (1969). Grandmother came from Dworitz: A Jewish love story. Tundra.
Wallace, I. (1984). Chin Chiang and the dragon's dance. Macmillan.
Wallace, I. and Wood, A. (1975). The sandwich. Kids Canadian Press.
Weber-Pillwax, C. (1989). Billy's world. Reidmore Books.
Wheeler, B. (1986). Where did you get your moccasins? Pemmican Publications.
Yee, P. (1991). Roses sing on new snow. Macmillan.
Yee, P. (1989). Tales from gold mountain: Stories of the Chinese in the New World.

Macmillan.
Yee, P. (1986). The curses of third uncle. Lorimer.

chile

Ancona, G. (1987). Turtle watch. Macmaillan.
Ba !cells, J. (1989). The enchanted raisin. Latin American Literary Review Press.
Clark, A. N. (1980). Secret of the Andes. Viking.
Hintz, M. (1985). Chile. Childrens Press.
Huber, A. (1985). We live in Chile. Franklin Watts.
Skarmeta, A. (1979). Chileno! William Morrow.
Skarmeta, A. (1987). Burning patience. Pantheon.
St, John, J. (1986). A family in Chile. Lerner Publications Company.
Watson, J. (1984). Talking in whispers. Knopf.

China

(1981). Lu Ban learns carpentry. Beijing: Foreign Languages Press.
. (1987). The Lotus phncess. Beijing: Morning Glory Press.
. (1984). People's Republic of China. Chicago: Children's Press.
. (1984). We live in China. New York: Franklin Watts.

Bang, M. G. (1981). Tye May and the magic brush. Greenwillow.
Bell, W. (1990). Forbidden City: A novel of modern China. Bantam.
Birdeye, T. (1990). A song of stars: An Asian legend. New York: Holiday House.
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Borja, R. and (1980). Making Chinese Papercuts. Toronto: Gerenal Publishing.
Brown, T. (1987). Chinese New Year. Henry Holt.
Chan C. Y. (1943). Good luck horse. London. Whittlesey.
Chetin, H. (1982). Angel Island Prisoner. Berkeley, Calif: New Seed Press.
Chin, C., Center, Y. S., and Ross, M. (1989). Traditional Chinese folktales. N. Y.:M. E.

Sharpe.
Chrisman, A. B. (1953). Shen of the sea: Chinese stories for children. Penguin, Inc.
Coerr, E. (1988). Chang's paper pony. New York: Harper & Row.
De Lee, N. (1987). Rise of the Asia superpowers: From 1945. Franklin Watts.
Demi. (1990). The empty pot. Henry Holt.
Demi. (1987). Chen Ping and his magic axe. New York: Dodd, Mead.
Els, B. V. (1987). Leaving point. Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
Els, B. V. (1985). The bombers' moon. Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
Eunson, R. (1975). The Soong Sisters. Franklin Watts.
Filstrup, C. and Filstrup, J. (1983). China: From emperors for communes. Dillon Press.
Fisher, L. E. (1986). The great wall of China. New York: Macmillan.
Fritz, J. (1988). China's long march: 6,000 miles of danger. Putnam.
Fritz, J. (1985). China homecoming. Putnam.
Fritz, J. (1984). Homesick: My own story. Putnam.
Godden, R. (1990). Fu-Doq. New York: Viking.
Hassall, N. (1992). The heavenly horse. Green Tiger Press.
Haugaard, E. C. (1984). The Samurai's tale. Houghton Mifflin.
Hearn, L. (1989). The voice of the great bell. Boston: Little, Brown.
He, L. Y. (1987). The spring of butterflies and other folktales of China's minority people.

Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.
Hillman, E. (1992). Min-Yo and the Moon Dragon. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
Hume, L. C. (1962). Favorite children's stories from China and Tibet. Tuttle.
Ginsberg, M. (adapter). (1988). The Chinese mirror. New York: Harcourt Brace

Jovanovich.
Johnson, N. (1988). Step into China. Julian Messner.
Leaf, M. (1987). Eyes of the Dragon. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.
Lee, C. Y. (1990). The second son of Heaven: A novel of nineteenth century China. William

Morrow.
Lewis, E. F. Young Fu of the upper Yangtze. Henry Holt and Compnay.
Li, Z. (1987). The cowherd and the girl weaver. Beijing.
Lobel, A. (1982). Ming Lo moves the mountain. Greenwillow Books.
Louie, Ai-L. (1982). Yeh-Shen: A Cinderalla story from China. New York: Philomel.
Mahy, M. (1990). The seven Chinese brothers. New York: Scholastic.
Mason, S. (1981). Take a trip to China. Franklin Watts.
McDearmon, K. (1986). Giant pandas. Dodd, Mead.
McLenighan, V. (1983). China: A history to 1949. Chicago: Children's Press.
Miao, J. (1987). A Queer cricket. Beijing: Morning Glory Press.
Morris, W. (1987). The magic leaf. Atheneum.
Mui, Y. T. (1974). The magic brush. Honolulu: Island Heritage.
Patent, G. (1990). Shanghai passage. Clarion.
Paterson, K. (1983). Rebels of the heavenly kingdom. Lodestar/E. P. Dutton.
Perl, L. (1983). Red star and green dragon: Looking at new China. William Morrow.
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Politi, L. (1978). Mr. Fong's toy shop. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons.
Rappaport, D. (1991). The journey of Meng. New York: Dial
Rau, M. (1983). Holding in the Sky: Young people in China. New York: Dutton.
Rau, M. (1982). The minority peoples of China. Julian Messner.
Sadler, C. E. (1981). Two Chinese families. Atheneum.
Sadler, C. E. (1985). Heaven's reward: Fairy tales from China. New York: Atheneum.
Schlein, M. (1990). The year of the panda. Harper Collins.
Shu, Y. (1987). Daughter of a fox spirit. Beijing: Morning Glory Press.
Shui, A. and Thompson, S. (1987). Chinese food and drink. Franklin Watts.
Svend. 0. S. (1982). Children of the Yangtze River. London: Pelham Books.
Tang, Y. (1981). China, here we come!: Visiting the People's Republic of China. New York:

Putnam.
Talan, S. and Sherwood, R. (1988). China. Gareth Stevens.
Tompert, A. (1990). Grandfather Tang's story. New York: Crown.
Tung, S. T. (1975). One small dog. Dodd, Mead.
Va, L. (1991). A letter to the king. Harper Collins.
Wallace, I. (1984). Chin Chiange and the Dragon's dance. New York: Atheneum.
Wang, A. (1989). Baotown: A novel. Norton.
Wolf, B. (1988). In the year of the tiger. New York: Macmillan.
Yacowitz, C. (adapter). The jade stone. New York: Holiday House.
Yeh, C. C. and BOW. (1992). Bawshou rescues the sun. Scholastic.
Yep, L. (1985). Mountain ligiLt. Harper Collins.
Yep, L. (1977). Child of the owl. New York: Harper & Row.
Yep, L. (1979). Sea glass. New York: Harper & Row.
Yep, L. (1984). The Serpent people. New York: Harper & Row.
Yolen, H. (1967). The emperor and the kite. Cleveland, Ohio: World.
Young, E. (1989). Lon Po Po: A red-riding-hood story from China. New York: Philomel

Books.
Young, E. (1980). High on a hill; A book of Chinese riddles. Collins.
Zhao, J., Zhenh, G., and Wang, H. (1990). The natural history of China. McGraw-Hill.
Zheng, Z. and Low, A. (1991). A young painter: The life and paintings of Wang Yani--China's

extraordinary young artist. Scholastic.

Colombia

Pearce, J. (1990). Colombia: The drug war. Franklin Watts.
Sargent, J. F. (1974). Kids of Columbia. Addison-Wesley.

Costa Rica

(1987). Costa Rica in pictures. Lerner.
Baden, R. (retold). (1990). And Sunday makes seven. Albert Whitman & Company.

Ecuador

6
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Argueta, M. (1990). Magic dogs of the volcanoes./Los perros magicos de los volcanes.
Children's Book Press.

Cheney, G. A. (1990). El Salvador: Country in crisis. Franklin Watts.
Sanders, R. (1988). El Salvador. Chelsea House.

Guatemala

Ashabranner, B. (1986). Children of the Maya: A Guatemalan Indian odyssey.
Putnam/Philomel.

Buff, M. (1968). Magic maize. E. M. Hale and Company.
Cameron, A. (1988). The most beautiful place in the world. Knopf.
Cummins, R. (1990). Guatemala. Gareth Stevens.
Jenness, A. and Kroeber, L. W. (1975). A life of their own: An Indian family in Latin America.

HarperCollins.
Perl, L. (1982). Guatemala: Central America's living past. William Morrow.
Volknre. J. A. Song of the Chirimia: A Guatemala folktale. Carolrhoda.

Hog Kg

Evans, D. P. (1972). Breakfast with the birds. Putnam.
Levinson, R. (1988). Our home is the sea. New York: Dutton.

Indonesia

. Indonesia in pictures. (1990). Lerner Publishing.
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