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unprecedented rise in the number of children killed by firearms, as
well as in the number of increasingly younger and better—armed
juvenile offenders. From 1985 to 1990, the number of teenagers
murdered by firearms has doubled; at the same time the number of
15-year—old males charged with murder has increased by 217%. This
report presents not only the statistical documentation of the toll
gun violence takes on young people, but highlights the human side of
the story as well. Four areas are considered: firearm homicide and
youth; youth and firearm suicide; firearms and unintentional deaths;
and gun violence in schools. The easy accessibility of firearms is a
major problem. The availability of firearms has made firearm injuries
the second leading cause of death behind motor vehicle accidents
among youth ages 10 to 19. Among the recommendations that would help
alleviate gun violence among children and adolescents were: removing
handguns from homes with children, getting students involved in the
cause of handgun violence, and mounting a massive public education
program detailing the dangers of firearms. (NB)
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e Introduction

K;df and Guns provides a deeply disturbing account of the tragic toll on
American children taken by firearms-related violence. Since 1980, there has
been an unprecedented rise in the number of children killed by firearms, as
well as in the number of increasingly younger and better armed juvenile
® offenders.
Currently, guns are used to murder at least one American child every
three hours and at least 25 children—the equivalent of a classroomful
—every three days. And, the number of children murdered with guns
PS continues to rise. While juvenile homicides that do not involve firearms
have declined since 1983, juvenile gun homicides have more than doubled.
For young black men, the rate nearly tripled just from 1985 to 1990. In
addition to the many children killed, every day scores of children are
injured by guns. In fact, gunshot wounds to children ages 16 and under
nearly doubled in major urban areas between 1987 and 1990.

We must not continue to tolerate the killing and victimization of our
nation's children. Rather, we must provide hope, positive alternatives, and
a sense of the future to this generation of children who too often seck in
® guns or drugs or other self-destructive behavior some of the self-esteem
denied them in unstable homes, unchallenging schools, and communities
that give them no sense of belonging and too little positive purpose. And,
we must strive to reduce the current ready accessibility of firearms so that
trivial spats do not result in multiple bullet wounds, so that chiidren do not
believe they must be armed in order to be safe, and so that we parents do
not quiver in fear every time a child leaves the house.

In our homes, schools, businesses, congregations, and communities we
must struggle to fill our children with the joy and the promise of life, not
® the lack of opportunity and the crippling fear that so many encounter. We
must stop the violence so that, while they are children, our children have
the “luxury” of being children, and so that they may have the opportunity
to grow up to be healthy, productive adults.

® —Marian Wright Edelman
November 1993
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KIDS AND GUNS:

From 1985 to 1990 the
number of teenagers
murdered by firearms has
doubled, at the same time the
number of 15-year—old males
charged with murder has
increased by 217%.

Arrest Rates for Criminal Homicide
per 100,000 Males
within Selected Age Groups.3

A NATTONAL DISGRACE

When the second edition of Kids and Guns was published in 1989, no one
could have foreseen that in the next few years gun violence among the nation’s
youth would increase so rapidly and dramatically. An epidemic of youth violence
is sweeping the streets of our nation's cities, both large and small, and has begun
to infiltrate suburban and rural areas where residents previously believed
themselves immune from the carnage.

A Northeastern University study entitled “Recent Trends in Violent Crimes:

A Closer Look” indicates that the increased rate of criminal homicide in every city
or town with a population of over 25,000 people is due to the increased number
of homicides committed by youth.!

In many cities and towns, political, community and business leaders are only
now beginning to understand the enormity of the problem and have only recently
begun to consider solutions. Meanwhile, the number of guns continues to grow
along with the numbers of youth who have become all too willing to use them.

Not only are more children being shot to death, but more are doing the
shooting. From 1985 to 1990 the number of teenagers murdered by firearms has
doubled, at the same time the number of 15~year—old males charged with murder
has increased by 217%.2

Age Groups 1985 1990 1991 % Change 85-91
12 & Under 0.1 0.1 0.2 100%
13-14 4.0 8.8 9.6 140%
15 11.8 31.0 37.4 217%
16 224 56.5 57.7 158%
17 34.5 724 76.1 121%
18-20 41.8 73.5 89.0 113%




If action is not taken soon to rescue the children trapped in this ever increasing
cycle of violence, then the United States is at risk of losing an entire generation.
The victims will not only be those who were killed, but also the survivors, scarred

by growing up in virtual war zones. Every day 13 children
Every day 13 children under the age of 19 are killed by gunfire and scores more under the age of 19 are

are injured.4 Why is this happening and how long will the'country let it continue? killed by gunﬁre and
The statistics alone are frightening, but not nearly as compelling as the voices scores more are injurcd.

and the stories of the children trapped amid this madress. In this volume we will
present not only the statistical documentation of the toll gun violence takes on
young people nineteen years and younger, but highlight the human side as well.
The report is separated into four areas: Youth homicide; youth suicide;
unintentional shootings; and firearms in school. We have also included
recommendations that would help alleviate gun violence among our young people.
It should be noted that the existing data does not distinguish, in most instances,

between handguns and other firearms. Enactment of a system which would The FBI reports that
require physicians, coroners and others to specify the type of gun used to inflict handguns are used in
injury would help pinpoint which guns are misused most frequently. The need for more than 80% of all
such a system was noted as long ago as 1986 when a John Hopkins University

gun murders.
study recommended rhat the federal government:

Require that firearm injury, in addition to being reportable to the
police, be reportable to health departments. Place greater emphasis
in coding the type of firearm on the death certificate. Develop a
national fatal firearm injury reperting system, comparable to FARS
(Fatal Accident Reporting Systeny), with sufficient data for
documenting the firearm problem and designing prevention
strategies.?

Still, most evidence
suggests that handguns are

primarily responsible for 4500

Firearm Deaths for Ages 10-19 7

most gun violence among .
young people. The FBI  NAEACEENS Years 1985-1990 3397
reports that handguns are ‘ :
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Firearm Homicide and Youth

The homicide death rate among young people is rising as is the rate of youth
charged with homicide.® Historically, the rate of homicide has always been higher
for males than females and much higher for black males than white males — so
much higher, that every year since 1969 the leading cause of death for black males
15 through 19 years of age has been firearm homicide.? Sixty percent of deaths
for black males 1519 years old are direct results of firearm injury, while
twenty—three percent of deaths f- = white males 15-19 years old directly result
from firearm injury.1® These numbers illustrate the huge difference between black
male and white male firearm death rates. However, even among white males,

® Older friends, unknowing
parents, and illegal stree: sales
are sources from which a
firearm can be obtained easily.

firearms are responsible for an alarmingly high number of deaths.

At the heart of these problems is the far too easy accessibility of firearms. By
federal law, anyone under the age of twenty-one is not allowed to buy a handgun
and anyone under the age of eighteen is not allowed to buy a long gun, bur these
statutes do not prevent young people from obtaining firearms. Older friends,

o unknowing parents, and illegal street sales are sources from which a firearm can be

obtained easily. The availability of firearms has made firearm injuries the second
leading cause of death
behind motor vehicle
accidents for youth ages
10-19.1! For black males
ages 1019, the rate of death
from firearms now exceeds
that from motor vehicle
accidents.!?

The vast majority of hom-
icides are committed with a
firearm. In 1990, 91% of
black male homicides for the
ages 15-19 involved a fire-
arm, while 77% of white

male homicides for the same
14

ages involved a firearm.
Guns make it easy to kill, far easier than any other weapon commonly available.
The easy availability of handguns is greatly responsible for the skyrocketing mur-
der rate in this country.

A common stercotype that the public holds is of a masked intruder killirg and
robbing at whim, but, in fact, nearly half of the homicides in America today in-
volve people who know one another.!® Friends, family members, and ac-

The availability of firearms has
®  made firearm injuries the

second leading cause of death

behind motor vehicle accidents

for youth ages 10-19. quaintances are much more likely to commit a homicide than is someone un-
known to the victim. According to the FBI's Uniform Crime Report, only 15%
o of homicide victims were murdered by strangers in 1991; in an additional 39% of
murders the relationship was unknown. 16 A plurality of murders occurs between
friends and family members.
Young people in particular tend to be very rash and have little sense of the con-
- BEST COPY AVAILABLE sequences of their actions. James Fox, one of the authors of the Northeastern Uni-
.E l{lC versity report, points out the difference between a 45—year—old with a gun and a
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14—year—old with a gun: “A 45-year—old with a gun in his hand, although he may
be a better shot, is not as likely to use that gun as a 14—year—old. Fourtecen—year—
olds tend to be trigger—happy.... They’ll pull that trigger if someone looks at them
the wrong way. They’ll pull that trigger if someone swears at them. They’ll pull
that trigger without thinking about the consequences.”!” As violence has become

commonplace in our society, more and more young people have come to see gun
violence as an accept-

able way to solve
problems. For them,
there is nothing un-
usual about a handful
of children being shot
in a weekend. There
is nothing ex-

-
Il

traordinary about a
child being shot in
school. The per-

“Per 100,000

vasiveness of gun vi-
olence in our society
and the passive per-
missiveriess shown by
our society towards
gun violence has not
only made our streets unsafe, but helped mold a generation of children who think
gun violence is as American as baseball and apple pie. The rampant exposure of
youth to weapons of such deadly force has resulted in the tragic waste of too many
young lives.

James Fox explains some of the reasons for the increase in violence:

Clearly we have become a more violent society. The re-
cent wave of youth violence cannot be explained away as a
function of demographic shifts or changes in criminal jus-
tice policy. Compared with their parents when they were
teenagers, the new youth generation has more dangerous
drugs in their bodies, more deadly weapons in their hands
and are being socialized into a culture having a far more

casual attitude toward violence.!?

The deadly combination of guns and the rashness of youth is increasingly com-
mon and there are many chilling examples. A New York Times article examined
the reasons young men cite for using a gun.’® Although most people would con-
sider resorting to a gun only in life~threatening situations, to these young men it
seemed like an appropriate response in less—threatening situations. (The young
men in the article were all serving life sentences.)

——Jamel, a thirteen—year—old boy, was upset about being ignored by girls. After
running into a hallway where a crack dealer had been watching Jamel's latest run~
in with girls who had ignored him, Jamel decided to get even. “I was going to ask
him for the gun,” Jamel said, “but he just gave it to me. He said, ‘Yo, go rob
‘em.”” Jamel and another boy chased the girls, only to find the girls mocking
Jamel again. With that, Jamel fired the gun killing one of the girls.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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The pervasiveness of gun
violence in our society and
the passive permissiveness
shown by our society
towards gun violence has not
only made our streets unsafe,
but helped mold a
generation of children who

think gun violence is as
American as baseball and

apple pie.

One should consider that if
the rest of the population
was being murdered by fire-
arms at a rate equal to that
of young black males, over
260,000 Americans would
be shot to death each year.
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Gun violence ended the lives
of nearly 5,000 young people
in 1990.
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——Andre, a fifteen—year—old boy, was scared of being beaten up by a group of boys
in his neighborhood. He already had been assaulted by the boys before, when he fi-
nally decided not to be intimidated any longer. When he saw the boys next, he did
not avoid them, choosing to face them with a gun. One of the boys jumped up to
confront Andre. “I had the gun behind my back, but he could see it,” Andre said.
“I’m telling him to back away or else I'm going to have to shoot. I was petrified I
was going to get jumped. The guy said, ‘If you shoot me, you better kill me, be-
cause I'll get you.”” Andre got him first.
“I didn't intend to kill him,” Andre said
later, “I just wanted to scare him. I
didn't know it would go off so easily.”
These two accounts illuminate the
needless destruction that regularly occurs
on our streets. Neither boy realized the
consequences of his actions. They were
unable to equate pulling the trigger of a
gun with someone falling to the street
dead. They did not understand the dan-
gers of weapons, and did not give much
thought to what might happen to them
or their victims after they pulled the trig-
ger. What they did see was a quick, easy
solution to a problem. Their responses to these scenarios are considered appropri-
ate by many other youth and adulss. Violent retaliation to threats or slights both
real and imagined has become all too common and accepted.
Reflecting the current violent trends, the firearm homicide rate for
black males 15 through 19 years of age has nearly tripled to 105.3
deaths per 100,000 during the years 1985 to 1990.2! During this
sarne time period, the firearm homicide rate for white males and black
females 15-19 years of age doubled, increasing to 9.7 and 10.4 per
100,000 respectively.2? Still, black males are nearly 11 times more
likely to be murdered with a firearm than their white counterparts.
To put this in perspective, one should consider that if the rest of the
population was being murdered by firearms at a rate equal to that of
young black males, over 260,000 Americans would be shot to death
each year.23 Itis troubling that more is not being done by community
and national leaders to curb the firearm homicide rate of young black
males.
195 According to the FBI Uniform Crime Report published in 1992,

,# 1989 80% of firearm homicides are committed with a handgun, although
Y 1958

o8 inadequacies in the reporting system probably understate the number
1987

of handgun homicides.26 Handguns show up as murder weapons, be-
cause they are extremely easy to conceal and extremely lethal. As for
youth, kids increasingly bring their guns to school, carry them around
their neighborhoods and use them to settle disputes.

It is easy to reduce this epidemic to cold facts and figures, forgetting about the
families and loved ones left behind to deal with their losses. Gun violence ended
the lives of nearly 5,000 young people in 1990.27 They never had a chance to re-
alize their potential. Families and friends are left to struggle with their death and
feclings of loss. More and more Americans have devastating stories to tell about
how gun violence has shaped their lives.
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Youth And Firearm Suicide
ou
The Centers for Disease Control report that 1 in every 12 high school students A handgun in the home ®
has attempted suicide, and approximately 16% of high school students have made is more likely to be used
specific plans to take their own lives.?8 These numbers illustrate the potential in a suicide than in any
problems for teenagers, and the need to keep firearms away from troubled teens. other circumstance
Suicide rates vary widely by race and gender. The American Association of Sui- . .
idolo hat females attempt suicide 3 to 4 times as ofter as males do, but which results in a death.
cidology reports tha attemp , ®
that males complete suicide at rates three to four times those of females.?? The ex-
planation for the discrepancy is that males, especially white males whose rates of
| suicide are roughly twice those of all other groups, tend to use more lethal means,
3 such as a firearm, to commit suicide.
Data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicate that 55% of PY
! suicides among youth ages 10-14 are committed with a firearm, while 67.3% of
| suicides completed by youth ages 15-19 are committed with a firearm.30 Es-
1 timates on the ratio of attempted suicides by youth to actual suicide deaths have
| generally ranged between 100 to 1 and 200 to 1.3! This ratio decreases dramat-
ically when a firearm is easily accessible. In a moment of despair, a gun can provide ®
an all too deadly means to end a life.
[ Age Total White White Black Black !
Male Female Male Female Percent of all suicides
10-14 55.0 53.7 56.1 71.4 62.5 due to firearms>2 .
15-19 67.3 69.4 57.3 76.4 65.4
People who commit suicide are 2.5 times more
likely to have a firearm in their home than those who o
do not commit suicide.3> The availability of fire- 1
arms in the home makes it easier for suicides to oc-
cur. A handgun in the home is more likely to be used
in a suicide than in any other circumstance which re- j
sults in a death.3* According to a study published in 'Y
the New England Journal of Medicine, a handgun in :
the home is 43 times more likely to be used to kill a
family member or friend than it is to be used in a jus- |
tifiable homicide and over 86% of those deaths were \
suicides.39This study shatters the myth that hand- ®
guns are invaluable as a means of self-protection. It
does show that a handgun in the home endangers the
lives of loved ones more often than it protects them.
The availability of firearms is directly related to the
number of suicides committed by young people. A Py
study published in the Journal of American Medicine
found that strict gun control laws help lower the rate
of youth firearm suicide.3¢
5 Py
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Firearms

“If you do not need to have a
gun, do not buy one. If you
already have one, think about
whether you really need it. Is
it worth risking your child's
or grandchild's life?”

Unintentional Gun Deaths
19 and Under 1985-90 42

1990
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And Unintentional Deaths

As too many parents discover belatedly, a child’s natural curiosity makes storing
a handgun in the home a dangerous proposition. Despite safeguards, children can
easily find a supposedly hidden gun. A child fascinated by the world of tel=vision
and movie violence, may want to show off the gun to friends at home or at school;
this is the beginning of a familiar scenasio that too often ends in tragedy.

Pro-gun groups argue that children must be taught the dangers of guns at an ear
ly age and instructed properly in the use and storage of a firearm. This may sound
like good advice, but it does not guarantee safety. Easy access to a firearm simply
spells disaster for a troubled teen or a curious toddler. Despite parents’ best in-
tentions, they must be aware that a gun stozed.in.the home jeopardizes, rather than
ensures, a child's safety.

1

Most unintentional deaths that result from firearms are due to children playing
with guns or just showing off. Children obtain guns from a variety of sources, but
most often from their parents who bought the gun for protection. The first of two
studies sponsored by the Chicago—based Joyce Foundation, and conducted by poll-
ster Louis Harris, discovered that one in six parents knows a child who was found
playing with a loaded gun.3? Unintentional firearm deaths are especially tragic, be-
cause they can be prevented so easily by not keeping a handgun in the home.

Several states have adopted laws that hold adults criminally liable if children are
injured o killed by negligently stored weapons. One of the first people convicted
under the new California statute was Nicolas Conchas of San Jose, California. Mr.
Conchas, following a New Year’s Eve tradition, rang in the New Year by firing his
pistol into the air. On New Year's morning, Nicolas Conchas awoke to discover
that his 4—year—old grandson had found the loaded weapon and fatally shot himself
in the heart 40 As part of his sentence, the court required Nicolas Conchas to ap-
pear on Spanish language television and radio stations to make public service an-
nouncements, appealing to others not to make the same mistake. "I want to tell
everyone that it is very dangerous to have guns in your home if you have children,"
said Mr. Conchas. “If you do not need to have a gun, do not buy one. If you al-
ready have one, think about whether you really need iz. Is it worth risking your
child's or grandchild's life?”

Advocates believe that laws like the California statute will
reduce the nuraber of unintentional deaths of children by
making parents more aware of their responsibilities. Ac-
cording to gun safety groups, safe storage of firearms is ac-
complished by storing the weapon and the ammunition in sep-
arate secured containers. But for many gun owners who want
immediate access to their firearm, these s.fety measures are
contrary to the purpose of having a gun in the home. Too of-
ten, they choose to ignore safety precautions. Perhaps, the
new laws assigning parents responsibility will reduce the num-
ber of unintentional shootings. Certainly no parent wants
harm to come to his or her child, but parents must be made
acutcly aware of the deadly dangers of having a gun in the
home. To reduce both suicides and unintentional deaths, par-
ents need to realize that a safer home is a home without a gun.

12




Gun Violence In Schools

Over the past several years, gun violence has increased dramatically in our na-
tion's schools. No longer a safe haven for learning, schools have come to reflect
the violence found on the streets. Many students fear violent attacks travelling to
and from school as well as within school itself. This fear leads many to the mis-
taken conclusion that a gun is their best means of defense. A 1990 survey con-
ducted by the Centers For Disease Control found that on an average day 1 in 20
high school students carries a gun to school.#2 That means every day ap-
proximately 100,000 students across the country bring guns to school. 3 No
wonder the Joyce Foundation study discovered that only 29% of parents believe
that most children are safe from violence while in school. 44

Fear is not the sole reason these youngsters bring guns to school. According to
Edward Muir, director of school safety for the United Federation of Teachers,
“Certain neighborhoods just have a Dodge City culture in which every male, aged
14 and up, is seriously thinking about which handgun he oughz to buy.”#5

Gun violence in schools is not a problem confined to our large cities. Paul
Kingery, a Texas A&M researcher, reports that rural students are twice as likely to
carry a gun to school than the national average.%® The willingness of youth to car-
ty guns combined with the easy accessibility of firearms has placed a deadly ob-
stacle in the already difficulc path of obtaining a quality education in schools
throughout the country.

The following excerpts are from the American School Board Journal, which
contained a sample of gun violence in our nations'schools.4” Note that incidents
of gun violence occur in both large and small cities.

Q Obetz, Ohio: A 12-year—old student allegedly fired five
rounds of ammunition during lunch period in the cafeteria of
Hamilton Township Middle School. One student was shot
in the head with a bullet from a .22—caliber revolver, which
police said the boy admitted taking from his home. Sheriff's
deputies reported that they believed the two youths had been
arguing before the shooting,

@ Raleigh, N.C.: A high school student was wounded in
the leg when one of two .22—caliber pistols in his book bag
accidentally fired in a classroom.

@ Hammond, Indiana: A kindergarten student fired shots
from a .22—caliber pistol into the school ceiling after finding
the gun in his classmate's knapsack. Police said a 6-year—old
found his uncle's .22—caliber pistol, put it in his knapsack,
and took it to school. About 2 p.m., a classmate reached into
the boy’s pack for a pencil, pulled out the gun, and pulled
the trigger. The same day, Hammond police reported that
they found a 7-year—old girl trying to sell a handgun to raise
money to bail her grandfather out of jail.

The willingness of youth to
carry guns combined with
the easy accessibility of fire-
arms has placed a deadly ob-
stacle in the already difficult
path of obtaining a quality
education in schools
throughout the country.




Q Chicago: An 8—year—old girl was shot in the back in her
third—grade classroom. During questioning, police said the
classmate who allegedly shot the girl asked, “Is this going to
take long? I have somewhere to go tonight.”

Q) Webster, Florida: A first—grade student was expelled after
firing a derringer on school grounds and later threatening to
shoot a teacher who scolded him. According to news wire re-
ports, the boy's parents said the youngster cbtained the gun
by stacking stereo speakers and furniture on top of each other
so that he cor.id reach the weapon atop a 7—foot—tall cabinet;
the parents also said the youngster found bullets elsewhere
and loaded the gun himself before heading for school.

Q Longview, Texas: Three Longview High School srudents,
including two bystanders, were wounded in the school's lock-
er area when a simmering argument over a girlfriend broke
out in gunfire. According to police, the two 17-year—olds in
question had threatened to harm each other earlier in the
week and had come back to school armed; one with a .25-
caliber pistol and one with a .22—caliber revolver.

It is difficult to determine the effect gun violence has upon the learning of each
student. The Joyce Foundation poll examining students’ attitudes towards gun vi-
olence found that only 21% of students feel they are safe from violence in the
schiools and only 30% feel they are safe travelling to and from school.#8 Deborah
Leff, the Joyce Foundation president, speaking of the poll reported that: “Parents
say many of their children can't concentrate in school, that they’re afraid to go
outside, that their entire quality of life is lessened because there are so many guns
out there. We have to find a way to put a stop to the killing and to focus on pre-
vention.”® Even the constant threat of gun violence can have a far reaching ef-
fect on the development of a child.

There are differing estimates about where children get their guns. School secur-
ity experts and law enforcement officials estimate that 80% of the firearms stu-
dents bring to school come from home,® while students estimate that 40% of
their peers who bring guns to school buy them on the street.>! The Joyce Foun-
dation study examining the attitudes of parents towards gun violence determined
that only 43% of parents with children under 18 years old who own a gun keep
that gun safely locked.? Parents must take more responsibility for their chil-
dren's actions and their children's safety.

The measures taken so far, however, to curb the flow of guns in schools have
been largely ineffective. Metal detectors, both hand held and walk—through, pro-
vide little resistance to a derermined student bent on wreaking havoc. “If you
think you've solved the probiem by putting a metal detector at the front door,
you're kidding yourself,” says Larry Burgan, security director for the Baltimore
City Schools.>® Most schools lack sufficient funds to purchase more than one
walk through metal detector. Moreover, metal detector searches are time—
consuming, especially considering that to be entirely effective, hundreds and even
thousands of students must be processed through a single checkpoint. In short,
metal detectors are both inefficient and ineffective, but little else has been pro-




posed to prevent guns from entering the school.

A recent more promising approach are anti—violence curricula being instituted
in school systems. Children need to learn at an early age how to deal with their ag-
gressions without hurting others. Administrators and teachers are finally providing
children with non—violent methods of solving problems. These curricula can help
mold a generation that solves problems nonviolently. The urgency of developing
and implementing new curricula is clear because arguments which were once set-
tled by fist fights on the school playground are now being settled with shootouts.

For every youth killed by firearms, there are roughly 7.5 times that number of
youth who are shot but live. 54 Considering that 13 kids under the age of 19 are
shot to death every day, approximately 98 kids are injured every day from firearms.
Those who survive firearm injuries often have a lifetime of rehabilitation to en-
dure. In 1990, the total cost of firearm injuries was estimated as high as 20.4 bil-
lion dollars.>®> Many of these injuries require a tremendous amount of re-
cuperative time — time that is lost forever from adolescence. This young
generation is being robbed of its youth. Of the students polled in the Joyce Foun-
dation survey, 35% believe that their “chances of living to a ripe old age will be cut
short because of the thieat of them being wiped out from guns.”>0

By now, the threat of gun violence affects all our lives. The shocking ran-
domness and senselessness of violent acts is well documented. We all face the dif-
ficulty of living our lives safely without letting our lives be completely dictated by
fear.

A first step towards ensuring our safety is removing the weapons of death from
our society. Realizing that a gun makes any situation deadly, it is no wonder that
the growing unregulated arsenal of weapons on our streets has made our world
more sinister with each passing day. This is the legacy that decades of indifference
toward the problem of gun violence has left for our nation’s youth.

Since it is impossible to separate the problem of kids and guns from the more
general societal problem of gun violence, we should enact measures that more
strictly regulate the sale, manufacture,transfer and possession of handguns. Al-
though it is illegal for kids to purchase handguns, it is important to remember that
every handgun a child obtains, through whatever means, was at one time made,
bought and sold legally. If we are ever going to cut off the flow of handguns to
youths, then we must do a much better job in regulating the flow of handguns to
adults. The current laws which allow almost anyone to buy a handgun with no
questions asked are a disgrace. Until this nation and its leaders decide that gun vi-
olence is a serious problem which must be dealt with appropriately, our children
will continue to suffer the consequences.

For every youth killed by
firearms, there are roughly
7.5 times that number of
youth who are shot but live.
Considering that 13 kids
under the age of 19 are shot
to death every day,
approximately 98 kids are
injured every day from
firearms.
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Recommendations

Many of the recommendations
stated in the second edition of
Kids and Guns in 1989 have
remained the same. These rec-
ommendations are a first step
in preventing youth deaths and
injuries due to guns.

1. Guns, specifically handguns, should be removed from homes with children.
Guns kept in the home should, at the very least, be unloaded and locked up, with
ammunition kept locked up separately. Following these guidelines, handgun own-
ers should consider and implement alternative self—defense methods, if that is the
reason they are keeping handguns in the home.

2. Students need to get involved in this issue. Just as there are local chapters of
Students Against Driving Drunk, there could be groups of students organized
against firearms, particularly handguns.

3. Schools should encourage student involvement in the above mentioned or-
ganizarions. In school districts where the problem is acute, students need to be en-
couraged to suggest solutions, programs or ideas that might help the violence prob-
lem. School boards ought to incorporate into the curricula facts on firearms which
will encourage children to not own guns as adults and to urge their parents to re-
move firearms, specifically handguns, from homes.

4. Congress should give the Consumer Product Safety Commission or the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms the authority to regulate safety aspects of fire-
arms. Currently, there are no minimum safety requirements on domestic firearm
manufacturers, nor does the Consumer Product Safety Commission or any other
agency have the authority to regulate manufacturers.

5. National and iocal student and youth serving organizations can fully integrate
gun safety education into their on—going programs. The program should be de-
veloped independent of the NRA and under no circumstance should the INRA, its
products or publications profit from these efforts. The program should emphasize
the dangers of firearms, especially handguns, and not simply be a gun shooting
safety course.

6. Congress should endorse measures that restrict the easy accessibility of firearms
and more effectively regulate the ownership of firearms. These measures would be
instrumental in keeping firearms out of the hands of youth. Local and state gov-
ernments should take similar measures, particularly paying attention to main-
taining “safety zones” around schools.

7. Schools must take a more active role in teaching young people peaceful conflict
resolution. Students need to learn at an early age that violence is not a solution.

8. It is time that celebrities and other role models take a more active role in ed-
ucating young peoplc on the dangers of firearms. They have a tremendous in-
fluence over young people and this is a unique opportunity to save lives and pre-
vent injury.

9. Finally, the Education Fund to End Handgun Violence urges the Surgeon Gen-
eral's office to mount a massive public education program cetailing the dangers of
firearms. This program could be modelled after the successful anti~smoking cam-
paign. Its aim would be to educate the entire population, but specifically focus
young people.
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