O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ED 365 615

AUTHOR
TITLE

PUB DATE
NOTE
PUB TYPE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTOLS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

S0 023 663

Ekpo, C. M.

Attitudes of Nigerian Secondary School Teachers
towards Media-Based Learning.

[90]

34p.; Best available copy.

Reports — Research/Technical (143)

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage.

*Educational Media} Educational Research; Foreign
Countries; Learning Strategies; *Multimedia
Instruction; Questionnaires; Secondary Education;
*Secondary School Teachers; Student Motivation;
*Teacher Attitudes

*Media Based Learning; *Nigeria

This document presents results of a study assessing

the attitudes of secondary school teachers towards media based

learning. The study explores knowledge of and exposure to media based
learning techniques of a cross section of Nigerian secondary school

teachers. Factors that affect the use of media based learning
technique are sought. Media based learning is defined as a system

that structures resources into a learning framework enabling children

to learn independently at their own pace. The teachers' role with

media based learning is to dispense knowledge through stimulating,
enthusing, and guiding the learners. The methodology is based on a
questionnaire survey of over 400 secondary school teachers selected

from four federal government and 16 state controlled secondary

schools in Nigeria. Major findings reveal that teachers at this level

have strong positive attitudes towards media based learning in

schools as a whole. However, there are some significant differences
in teachers' attitudes when certain variables like gender, years of

teaching experience, and qualifications of the respondents were

explored. The paper includes three tables: (l) negative statements,
(2) gender differences, and (3) years of teaching experience. When

teachers' overall attitudes to media based learning were compared

with their subject areas, social science teachers were found to give
more weight to the fact that their teaching needs no medium except

the chalkboard. Male teachers were found to have more positive
attitudes toward media based learning that females, and more

experienced teachers more positive attitudes than less experienced

teachers. (DK)
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ABSTRACT

in this study, an assessment ol tuc uttitude

[

T Secendary Schocl teuchers towards mediu-cused-
lourring is curried cut. The study =ims ot eliciting

1o clcss secticn of Nigeriun Secondary Schecl teachers
thneir kncwledge cf/expcosure t¢ the medis-tased-leurning

Tocnnicues,

The methcodcicgy i1z based cn o gusiticrrolire
zuivey ¢l cver 400 seccndury scnoccl touciel' sclected
frroir fcur Federal government and sixtecn oStute

contitiled oseccocndary schecls in Nigoria.

cojer Tindings revesl that teucacrs =t this level
Nmve sTtng peadltive attitwdes towurds acdiu-based-
iz:rning in 3cncclz as a whele. Hewewver, there uale
some Silenilicunt differences in teacaors' uwititude
wnen certain variasvles iike the gender, yeors cof
teusci-ing experience und qualificaticon <1 the respendents
Were explcrced.

.. ftitudes can te medified or chunged, therclfcre

thi. puper ends by csuggesting ways ol zcnicving this.
& [




INTRODUCTION

Teachers' negutive attituaes towards the

use ¢l mediu rescurces in teuching has been seen
48 u milituting Tfucter aguinst cffective media-

bused=Lleurning in zchecls (flescre zcnd Hunt, 1980;
’

P-?

Wragg, 1984; Duy and Paul, 1967). Inspite ol
cbvicus ingtructicnal valuzs of utilizing media
rescurces in teaching/learning prccesses, there
appezrs tc be scme resistance vy teachers tc
utilize c1* encourage the atilizaticn of wedly
rezcurrces. This seeming resistence hus bteen
attricuted tc o myrizg ol ricicrs ranging Irem
zelf-preservaticn on tue part ol vesChers to luck
cf udequate training tuckgrouna fer the use <of

ecducuticnal inncvaticns.

~

attitude cculd be defired us the pre-
dispesiticn to perceive, feel o tehuve towalds
specific ctjectives cr cortiin pecple in u

purticulay munner, atticu.es wre derived Ircm
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day-tc-duy cxperiences and nct innete characteristics,
hence they can ve mcdified or cnan.ed accerding tce
needs. ‘Wragg, (1984) strengly celieves that il
+eachers are mcre rlexible, keen zhd enthusziagstic

e learn new teaching technigues then they currently

sI'e, “hen their sttitudes could ce clisngeda

BiCKGROUND TC THE STUDY

studies en learning, media ziu learners!
uptitudes have revealed that different ctudents
leurn differently and at different times/pucc.
Litkin ot ul (1979) identifiecd the "Iield dependent
.pnd Tield independent learrners," wunile Fusk (1981)
identiTied the "helist, seriulists, und versatile
icuiners" accerding to the learnipe styles exhivited

by ctudents. These reseurch findin.s further reveal

[ 63]

the uniguenes3s of individuual Learners snd their
varying learning aeilitics. Thiz implies thuot

ctuuents are not empty vessels tc e flliled cut
individuuls endewed with pctentizlz fer creutive

iearning. Thua, leurning activitvies plannecd for

5 REST COPY AVAILABLE




A

students at this level shculd ve medic-vased as well,
Effcerts snculd te mude tc develsp in them high crder
ckiliis which will asasaiast them in = vetter infermaticn
handling in future - This sheulld be the central geoal
cf leurning in the 1990z in zrder To reulize the
zducutionzl cbjective of M"provialin,, equul, functicnal
snd quilitative educuaticnal cpportunitiesY for all

citizens ci #Higeriuz at the seccndury schecl level.

FURPOSE GOF THE 3TUDY

The »ims of thiz study are o rocllcws:i-

- Tc elicit frem @ crezs secvion oI Higeriun

secscndury schcoccli teucheraz, [..cil' sncwledge
avcut redis=-vused learnin.,

- TC saaess theilr sttitude tcewrad this
lcurnin, tecnnique, und,

- Tc identify thoze fucters th:t alfect the use
-f this precgressive learning technigue in

Nigeriun seccndal'y schocla,
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HYPOTHESES

- There iz nc significunt difference in uattitude
tetween the male and the Temale tedchers towards
the usze of pregressive lezrning techniques
including mediua-bused leainin,. in seccnduary

scheel.

- There is nc difference in uttitude between

tn

the expericenced and the 1233 experienced

teuchers towards the use 210 picpressive leurning

9]
933

technigues including mediu-cuied learning,
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THE CONCEPT OF MEDIA-BASED LEARMING AND ITS
JUSTIFICATION FOR NIGERIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The ccncept ¢f mediated cr redia-tased=ledrmning
was first used tc dencte iearning dcne threcugh media
of seme zort us cppesed te the enuctive leurning.
Percival snd Ellingten (1388) cuserved that terms
like rescurce=-based learning < reuluted lecarning
are used ayncnymcusly with modiag-tused learning.
Mediz=bused leurning iz @ 3ystemr that structures
rescurces intec w leurning Lramewcrk cnutling children
tc learn independently 4t thelr puce. ocme truditicnal
teucners cppesed it strengly Lor fear that ix cculd
tuke away Lreom them the majcr responszibility - that
cf tcaching. This feur iz raul 1ol there ure guite
4 pumoer cf teachers whe feei idle except they "teusch'.
With media bused leuarning o teucher is expected to
fulfil a4 different rcle frem that cf the conventicnal
reucher whe delights in what he feels he can teach.
Mediu-buased lezrning emphasiszes the dispenzion cf
kncwledge thrcugh stimulutin.:, cnthusing and gulding

the leurners. Thuz, the meore u tceacher is able to act

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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in this directicn tc generate 3trcng mctivaticn in
his students, the tetter the students will lcarn

Lrom mediu rescurces.

In tractice, twe extreme srpreaches cf this
syatem are in ferce current.y. ot cne extreme end,
there sre toacherz whe feel the students still need
maximwn guidance, and therercre rather thun uct us the
tyniversal uncle oI 4 travel ugent!" unswering guestions
und rescuing theose in troucle, they decide to structure
and pre-puckuge knocwledge f<r them. Hence, the students
are given "itinerury luther thun o map ol the terrain
und o survival kit" (Meggury, 1966 p. 174). Trhesce zet
of teachers exercise full contrel wcver whut the students
leurn. In develcped nuticn, such approuch £z exemplifiod
in the use of pregrammed learning systemse In progressive
schecls within the develcping nuticns this approach could
be exemplified in the use cf werkbcoks und cther

structured low cost technoclogy.

at the cpposite extreme cnd there ure scme
teachers whe tanu tc abandon their prefessicnal rcle
ccmpletely and Set the students {ree tc pursue their

cwn lezrning accerding tc their interests und Knowledge.

9 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Tc this set cf teuchers, lcuarnins is ccmpletely
unstructured and writing cf leudrning cbjectives

fer instunce iz nct cmphasised. with this apprcach,
there iz nc way tc Know btefcre hund what might be
leslrned <y wnat could be the learping cutccme.

There zre undesiratle impilicuticonz in Locth extremes,
Fcr thc atructured media-tused lourning asystemr if
the ztudents ure nct sufficiently mciivated there
cculd Le little <r no learning, In the unatructwred
system ty abtundcning even a superviscry rcle cver the
students, the students ceould Jjump wim lessly frem
cne tepic te ancther und lesrn very iittie in the

LI'CCC33,.

Fer maximur btenefit tc the students and tec werk
cifectively mediu=bused leurnin. zhculd tcw the
middle ccurse where the teacher intrcduce the leuarners

tc the wealth <f rescurces within/cutside their

icurning envircnment und encourages them tc use them
and Iealn Irem them. ocuch teuacners weuld ce sensitive
Tz thelr ztudents' interest yet conscicus cof their
reeds. Such stuuents wculd therefcre be skililfully
and uncbirusively set tc discever what they intend tc

learn,
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ITS JUSTIFICATION FOR NIGERIAN SCHOOLS

This lecurning technigue nus been preoven tc help
studente come 6 the reulizaticrn thut the four wulls
cf a4 scheel iz nect the cnly mawce whel'e leurning can
rake pluce (wale, 1969; Sluzek, 9753 .sicdu-akreri,
1981), Of recent, ligeriun 2uuczticn has beccme
increusingly inilucnceid by prugitstic ideus. The ldea
that educuticn zhculd te funcilconal, practical und
serve 13 meuns cf curning Livelihiccd huve resulted in
the diverzificuticn -0 the Zecrndery Scheecl curriculum
in purticulur tec include vocudicnul, commerciudl and
techriicul zupjects. rthe praginatists believe that there
i35 nc cone way Tt educate o calli. therefcre u variety
cf teuching/leurning Technigues zheuld ve cmplcyed,
They alsc celicve thut 4 pracisitic teacher sheculd not
dish cut fucts und ~pinicn t< hiz ledrners a3 if they
are cimply vessels tc be rfilied. His Tuncticns ure tc
give und help hisz students whon necesaury and tec previde
them with suituvle learning envircnmente. Thus, with
the intrcducticn ¢l the 6=3-3=4 system cof cducaticn in
the ccuntry, Higeria shculd sdcpt this technique fer

cifective result.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Media buased ledrming could teuch the Stuuents
4 variety of ctudy skills ana wisceovery ledrning
technique, It cculd aisc encculyge initiztive und
independence in MNigeriun ycutal. wuch attricutes in
Migeriun students cculd be . cooster o ch.ecs the
current Trend in examinaticn ialpluctices. as long
4s students are nst directazd vowards imbilbing initiutive
and independent learning atiitude, casdes cf exuminuticn
malprutice will centinue to esculute, wnd, preducts of
cur schccl cystems will be unuvle tc fuce any chullenge

in future.

THE JURVEY

Four hundred and thirty r-ur (454) seccndary
schocl teuchers aeleccted freom wwenty seccndury schccls
in riigeria tecck puart in thoe stuay. These zchcocls were
made up cf sixteern stute und T.ur Bederal centrelled
seccndar'y schecls. wocth the stratified random sumpling
uand 4 systemutic sampling technigues were used in

selectin, the required numiei “L CuSCS.
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INSTRUMENTATION

The instrument, a questicpruire had cighteen
items and were designed tc wverify if she rezpcndents

are uware of the varicus attempis at individuulizing

N
T

ieurning and tc ussess thelr sitvitude towards this
ilearning tTechnique. a1l questicrnaire items were cf
sculing type und a five-pcint Likert style was used.
“he instrument was pre-tested foi centent and censtruct

vualidity using a2 sample ©

o’}

tae turget respcendents at

the Hely Fumily Ccllege Avak, akwa Ibcm Stute.

LinLUEIs - Demcgr:phy <f Respendents

Focur hundred znd thirty four zeccndary

achecl teuchers teock part in the studldy.

Twe hundred
coa twenty four representinog 51.6;0 ©L them were
Jcitle uand twe hundred and ten repreicrTing 48.4%

were rralez. Their years <L teacning oxyerience

rone.e Irem ieas than cne yedr tc Ten yesrs with

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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the fcllewing spread -

L1 = 3 years - 115

£
1

6 yeudrs - 85
7 - 9 years - 85
10%yeurs - 150

“hene touchers nave varicus academic or
mivelegsicnul Teuching gualificuticn: =3

Tciicwss

.cn=gegree (1NCE) 215 (50.1%)
Tirot degreoe (5.Sde,B.3c/ba(Ed.) 161 (27.9%)
Poot  raduate degree (MoEd, Mes., de3c.) 25 (5.9%)

Otterz  (PGDE/HND) 26 (€.1.)

Frem Tacle 1, teuchers cveruli I'CZpCnges
e Jcme 13 negative statement are prezcnted in
4 decreuacing crder of pesitivity. Jince the
suzsticnneire itens were 41l sttitudinui cculing
aystem, 4 welghting system cf measureient
(Keriinger, 1979) was zpplicd. Jhus : mean weight

(£w) ctotistic was adepted Ueor the unalysis,

4 e
14 arst 0% AR
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Teuchers! cverali attitude tc medis—-cused

izslning wae crczs-referenced with vneir sutject

o

sl'eud, 4 negative statement, "My sucject ured

i)

LC

(@]

5 nct require the use of any teucning/learning
reTerial except cnalkeocard", was used = the
irgtrument of assessment. Only sixteern <1 the
teechers (3.7%) cluimed tneir sucject cleus do nct
recuire the use cf uny medium except chilkecurd
(ur. cf-course with tne teucher). Do ©71,.%. whe
appreciaste the educsticnzl vaiues Zi vioilcus media

cypes in thelr tesching-liearning procesl i

[ &)

guite
crecurasing. The scclul science Teuchers tend to
give mere welight tco the fact that taneir tesching
needs nc medium except the chulkbcurd. oSuch
t{eschers meed 4 breakthrcugh with a rogulur display
~i new crresticns and ideas in theilr sutject drea

T2 erncculrage thew sec the Ltetest avulictic media-

rescurrces in their discipline.

15
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GEMDER DIFFERENCES In TEACHER3' ATTITUDE T0
MEDIn=-BASED LEARNING.

Gender differences wud appairect in three cf
‘e attitude stutements. In latle &, thie male teachers
with a mean weight vualue cf 0.52 tend ©o hzve a mcre

pesitive attiiude thun the femule (0.16) towards the

use cf rezcurce meterials Lo all thoiyr lesacns

irrespective cf ccst in prepuruticn timc. It cculd

be deduced frcem their reapcnaes thut tThe mele Teachers
are mere likely te select, adapti/develicy mediu rescurces
{71 use thun the female teachersz wnzi the instructicnal

situsticn hundled demunds it.

Similarly, cut <f the 387 ci- 89.2% cf teuchers
whe agreed tc the pesitive statement tnet if teuchers
themselives use media rescurces, it wilil slsc enccuruge
studenta tc use, the mule teuchers werc mere pesitive
in their asserticn., The meun weignt <. The muale

reapcnses in this cpticn was 1.38 a3 ugainst the 1.15

¢l the Tfemale respecnses.

20
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These differences in attituae are difficult
tCc explain fully in the 1light ci availasble data
in this study, it needs Turthol reseurch, cculd
the initial discriminaticn againzt women in many
CIﬁam et.al {ed) 1989)

technicul prefesszicns in Nigeri

[

18]

huave resulted in the develcpment ¢l a techincphcbia

in Nigerian femule teuachers? Or cculd it be femules
general nature cf weighing every step before

lupnching cut for fear of Ifuilure?Y Coulu the female
teachiers in this suample be t-¢ cccupied with demestic
cermitments and therefcere be 2 little hesitant tc

spend extra time in develcpln. cir selecting materials/
wctivities for clussrcem use 0r arc they given mcre
boarding hcuse duties and exira-curricular activities

in the schccl tc make them vulncyrutle tc this seeming
negative attitude? Infcrmuticn Bused cn these guesticons
might heip tc illuminute fuittner these gender differencos

in teachers!' attitude,




1o

Howevelr, the female teacncrz are more likely tc oo
ficxible in their teuching il thce learning envircnment
enccourages themw. Fer inastunce, the femule teuchers
disagreed mcre strongly to tuc regstive stuetement that
students were tcc exaicinaticn cinscicus and &C there wacl
nc rccm Lol tpe use of medis in inztructicn. The femulc
tpachers' reaponses to this siwwcment hud o medn welght
scere of 1.07 while the malc teschers sceored 0.83. Hocwever,
differences in thic last reaponze wua not significant at the

p-level of 0.05 set, tTherelcrec rct worthy tc . ncice

TEACHERS ATTITUDE TO MEDIa-3ASED LEAREING BY YEARS
OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE.

Differences in the attitude cf the leng experienced

( 2= 7 years cf teuching) anl vhc less experienced

(<= 6 years cf teaching) wad uilc explered in this stuly.
kesponses cn three c¢f the atTivuwe statements were quizte
nctewclthy (see Table 3). It .us encouraging tc note that
cnly twenty-eight teachers, representing blds cof the toral
respcndents, agreed tc the negutive statement that it i

much easier and quicker ts tesch withcut media-rescurces.
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Data prezented in Table 3 surprisingly shcws that the

J

mean weight sccres c¢f teacherz' pesitivity tc this
statement tend tc increuse with yeurs cf teaching
experience. Thus, the le3sz experienced teachers tend
tc find the use cf media rescurces in instructicn
burdenscme unlike the moroc experienced teachers. This
finding supperts euriier studales carried cut by
Ccrcorun (1981), Zeichner and Tabachnik (1981). Thesze
schelars reperted a drastic chunge cf attitude amcng
teuchers whe have Jjust complcted their pre-service
training. They refered tc such changes as "transiticn
or reality shcck". The progressive cr literal attitude
towurds mediu-based learnin_ cy the pre-service teachers
tends tc wear cut as they fuce practicul reulity in the

field.

Alsc, Tifty~eight teacners representing 13.4% cf
the tctual respondents agreed tc the negative statement
that, "designing, prcducing cr modifying instrucrticnal
materials is exucting and time ccnsuming and shculd nct
be undertaken by teachers. While 334 cr 76.9% cf them
disagreed with the statement. Thus, the majerity of
teachers have accepted additicnul rcle us media
designers/preducers despite the burden and preparaticn

time invclved.

27




18

A fwrther analysiz reweszls thuat there iz a
reluticnship tetween years cf teuching experience and
the degree of acceptunce 2f thisz rcle (see tuble 3).
The lcnp-experienced teacncrs tend to be mere positive
in their ucceptunce of this "auded rcle" than the less

experienced teachers. Mcst Teucher training institution

n

cffering Educaticnal Techncleogy ccurses in Nigeria emulcy
a/x¢c

the services cf techniciun cchnclogists, Student

teachers are cften assisted in the design/prcducticn of
media rescurces they use. Conseguently, con graduaticn,
they expect similar ussistunce tc be uble tc develcp
their materials. besides, the ultimate rewerd (good
grades) fer crzeative preducticn while in training
compels the student teacher:s tc design and preduce

inatructicnal materiaisz fzr v

[®)

during their training.

{n

In the absence cf similur inceriives, the beginning
teachers may relax their eficrt tc develep instructicnul
materials c1” sncw keene3s t¢ use them und weould find

the exercise burdenscme.

o
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TEACHERS' ATTITUDE TO #EDIA-BASED LEARNING BY
QUALIFICATION,

Differences in tecachers' attitude by thelr
gqualificaticn was alsc expicred irn this study.
Respcnses cn twe pesitive attitude stutements were
guite gignificunt in thiz ctudy and ncte-wcrthy.,

Highly quulified teucher: tend tc feel complucent

in their attitude t-.ards the use ci newer teuching
methecdclogies than tne 1less qualified teuchers.
Although all teachers in thiz study have pesitive
attitude towurds the usze cf newer metheds, nclders

cf post graduste degrees tend tc exhibit less pesitive
attitude than all cther celicre cf teachers. Bilghty
percent (80%) cf the pcat graduate teachers suppcited
the pocitive statement, "I lcove irying cut new T2uching
methods with my clazs", &2 wgainst over 954 cf <Toucners
in cther categeries. oimilerly, the NCE teuachers
(thcugh hclders of the leust teaching quulificaticn)
tend tc exhibit stronger peccitive attitude tC mediu-
bused leuarning as a wncle. This cbservaticn could

be a reflecticn of the fact thst mest teuachers with
pcst graduate degrees such ag MSc , Ms cr MBA cfien

dc nct have any teuaching qualificaticn.

29
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Censequently, thelr exposure in the use cf newer
teaching strategies/moacdis rescurces ccuid be mcre

shallcow than that of tThe less quulified teachers.

RECOMMENDATION AMND COWCLUZION

sttitudes are derived from dally experience:
and expcsure. Sore 3CHCicl's (Mocr & Hunt, 1980;
Lusiey & applegate, 4982) ncted that many practicizing
teschers actually 1luce the pre-requizite training for
proper use cf zcme educsticnul inncvaticns. They
feel thut these new learning techniques/newer
technclogies may ce in cenitict with the way the
teachers were taught. rcr s new crientation, teacher
training precess shoula nct be cne=3hct or 4 once
for all affuir. There snhcould be cppertunity for
re-training cf teuchers cither in award earning; civ
non-award earning in-szrvice preogrammes. The calivre
of *teachers tc te given | 1elerence in such in-service
programmes shculd be highly gualified teuachers witheout

teaching guulificavicn anu newly qualified teuchnerse.
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Such ine=service/ccntinuing educutlcn pregrrammes
reguires more adequuate atTentlca, its execcuticn
ashould not be as aporadic 3 iz currently in

cperaticn.

Since scme of their respcnzes tc the attituae
questicnz carry impliczvicn fer media-rescurces
provisicn and crganizaticn fcr easy access, there
i3 need tc pocl Together wll available rescurces
iyin, socout in mest i.oTituticnd unutilized cr
nct in heavy demand o meximum use. Pocling

together cf uvuailuble media rescurces a3 SUgEeS

tea

193]

here dces not ceiled fzi centrulized sicrage, rather,
it eptails devising and wuintaining @ good retrievul

system within and inver schecls.

However, thcugh mojcrity <f Teachers in thiz

.

sumple have streong polivive attitudes to medig=-tiseu
learning at the seccndury schccl level, this
learning technique can nct be effectively practiced
in Nigerian scheccls except a pclicy statement
establishing the minimar Standard cf mediua prcoviszicn

in all secondary schccl: is promulgated and
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vigorcusly enfcrced at voth the

government levels.

Federal and stute

cf new creaticn and
teaching techniques

zufficiently

influence these teuchers' wtititudes and eventually

their teaching pericrmunces.
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