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OKLAHOMA EDUCATIONAL INDICATORS PROGRAM

HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE-GOING RATES:
FOR OKLAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

TO OKLAHOMA COLLEGES

As part of the State Regents cooperative effort with the State Department of
Education to provide measures or "indicators" of educational performance, the High
School Indicators Project has produced the High School to College-Going Rates of Oklahoma
High School Graduates Report.

The data used to construct this report comes from two sources, the Oklahoma State
Department of Education and The Oklahoma State Regents f5r Higher Education. Data
derived from the State Department is aggregate data reported to the Department by
individual high schools each year. The data is aggregate in that it is total numbers of
graduates and does not contain information on individuals. The State Regents' data is
created from the Unitized Data System (UDS). The UDS is a data collection system whereby
institutions collect a number of distinct "units" of data for each individual student each and
every semester. These units of data are then "aggregated" into numbers by computer
programs designed to create the information reports needed from the larger database. The
data sources, then, cannot be merged in a true sense. Therefore, in order to obtain the
needed rates of college-going, like-type populations were created and compared because
tracking "individuals" from high school into college was not possible.

This year the counts from the current annual report and counts from reports of the
previous two years have been averaged to provide a three-year average Oklahoma college-
going rate. This average provides an opportunity to consider a trend in addition to single
year activity by high school site. The single year reports are also provided for each of the
three years used to construct the average college-going rates: the college-going rate for 1989-
90 high school graduates going to college in 1990-91, the college-going rate for 1990-91 high
school graduates going to college in 1991-92, and college-going rate for the 1991-92 high
school graduates going to an Oklahoma college in 1992-93.

There are two kinds of rates shown on these reports. The first rate is the "Linear
College-Going Rate." This rate measures the movement cf Oklahoma high school graduates
who go directly to an Oklahoma college the following year. This is the way most people think
of a "college-going rate," but in actuality it is seldom used because in most states the detailed
information needed to ascertain such a rate is not available. The average Linear College-
Going Rate for Oklahoma colleges in 1992-93 was 40.0 percent of the Oklahoma high school
graduates from 1989 - 90,1990 -91, and 1991-92. The Linear College-Going Rate for Oklahoma
colleges in 1992-93 was 41.2 percent of the high school graduates from 1991-92. The second
is that of the "Combined College-Going Rate." This method of examining the flow of high
school graduates into higher education combines those students who are attending directly
out of high school with those students who have delayed entry for one year or more. The
average Combined Rate for Oklahoma was 68.2 percent of the high school graduates from
1989-90, 1990-91, and 1991-92. The Combined Rate for Oklahoma was 72.0 percent of the
high school graduates from 1991-92.
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It should also be kept in mind that the data displayed in this report is not complete
in several respects. One: there are several private high schools in Oklahoma not reported
on the State Department of Education database. Two: there are several private colleges and
universities which did not participate in State Regents' Unitized Data System. Three: the
coding of first-time freshmen depends entirely on institutional input. Ifa higher education
institution mis-codes an ACT high school code or improperly codes the student's level or
status, data will be lost to the report.

The report, of course, does not track students out-of-state, nor does it take into account
those students who received GEDs or dropped out of high school prior to graduation but went
on to college as an adult or through admission to an "open-door" institution for which high
school graduation is i rot required. It is extrapolated that were these instances added to the
combined rate, the college-going rate would be in excess of 70 percent for any given
graduating class.

For the present this report is as complete as can be constructed. It should be kept in
mind, however, that small errors or omissions in data for small high schools can result in
large percentage differences. This report should be used as an "indicator" report not as proof
or evidence.
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